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CHAP.  XLV. — Heeoic  action,     abdelmfmen  passes  over  inio 

SPAIX.       HE  EETUENS  TO  AFEICA. 

Hating-  completed  the  conquest  of  Eastern  Africa,  Abdel- 
mumen  Ben  Aly  proceeded  towards  Taugiers,  with  intent 
to  pass  into  Andalusia.  Continuinf;  his  march  towards 
Almagreb,  and  arriving  at  Medina  Uhran,  tlie  1^'ing  dis- 
missed his  troops,  to  the  end  that  the  Alarabes  might 
return  to  their  homes,  but  he  first  selected  one  thousand 
men  from  each  tribe,  with  their  wives,  children,  and 
families,  with  whom  he  peopled  the  newly  founded  city  of 
Bateha. 

JSiow  the  cause  and  occasion  of  that  city  being  founded 
arose  on  this  wise  :  certain  bands  of  the  Almohades,  per- 
ceiving that  their  king  was  extending  his  conquests,  and 
delayed  his  stay  in  the  East  beyond  the  time  when  they 
had  hoped  to  return  to  their  homes,  became  wearied  of  his 
service ;  these  men  believed  that  the  only  way  whereby  the 
eager  desire  they  felt  to  return  to  the  land  of  their  birth 
could  be  satisfied  was  to  kill  the  king  Abdelmumen.  Con- 
spiring for  this  purpose  they  agreed  among  themselves  that 
the  most  feasible  mode  to  attain  their  end  was  to  assas- 
sinate Abdelmumen  by  night  while  he  was  sleeping  in  his 
pavilion  ;  and  this  they  resolved  to  do. 

But  a  certain  honourable  and  noble  Xeque,  discovering 
some  trace  of  this  conspiracy,  repaired  to  the  king  and 
related  what  he  knew  concerning  the  plot  thus  laid  against 
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hid  lifi'.  IIo  flirt licnnoro  eiilroaU'd  that  Ahdclmumcii 
\vould  resip^u  his  bod  for  that  night,  iiorniitling  the  Xihiu' 
to  sleep  in  it  in  Ids  place,  witliout  suffering  any  one  to  luiou' 
the  change  tlnis  made,  aiid  going  liiiiisidf  secretly  to  tli  • 
tent  of  tiie  Xeque.  "In  this  manner,"  observed  the  lattc)-, 
"I  sliall  redeem  thy  life,  Oh  king,  by  means  of  mine,  whi;;!) 
is  but  of  little  value,  and  we  sliall  deceive  these  plotters,  for 
the  general  benefit  of  all  ]\Ioslemah.  I  for  my  part  hopi> 
that  God  will  reward  nie  Avith  a  tenfold  recompense,  shouKl 
these  accursed  wretches  bring  their  work  to  its  proposed 
eonoluyion,  or,  if  nor,  I  shall  at  least  have  done  what  it  waa 
inv  duty  to  do  for  thy  security,  and  iu  cither  case  God  ia 
I  he  rewardcr." 

Abdelniumen  did  not  consider  the  warning  thus  given  to 
be  a  thing  that  could  be  safely  neglected,  and  accepted  the 
offer  of  the  Xeque,  who  remained  to  sleep  in  the  pavilion 
and  bed  of  the  king,  while  Abdelmumeu  retired  in  disguise 
to  the  tent  of  the  Xeque.  And  that  night  the  latter  died  a 
martyr,  seeing  that  the  conspirators  fell  upon  him  with 
their  daggers  and  murdered  him  in  the  bed  of  the  king. 

At  the  hour  of  dawn  on  the  following  morning  the  King 
Abdelmumen  made  the  Azala  for  the  Xeque,  and  when  he 
foiuid  him  assassinated,  he  wrapped  him  in  the  weeds  of  the 
grave  with  his  own  hands,  and  placed  him  upon  a  camel, 
which  he  set  at  liberty  to  go  without  a  guide  whithersoever 
it  v.ould.  The  camel  wandered  accordingly  to  right  and, 
left,  until  it  finally  became  exhausted  and  fell,  whereupon 
Abdelmumen  Ben  Aly  commanded  that  on  that  same  spot 
where  the  camel  had  fallen  should  be  constructed  the 
sepulchre  of  the  Xeque.  There  he  interred  him  accordingly, 
erecting  a  chapel  with  a  spacious  vestibule  before  it,  and 
around  that  chapel  he  finally  built  a  considerable  town. 
The  king  then  commanded  that  ten  men  from  each  Cabila 
•of  all  the  tribes  belonging  to  Almagi-eb  should  remain  to 
<iwell  in  the  town,  which  was  done,  and  from  that  time 
the  sepulchre  of  the  Xeque  who  died  thus  nobly  has 
been  held  iu  great  veneration,  the  people  of  the  neigh- 
bouring Comarcas  visiting  the  place  devoutly  even  to  tha 
present  day. 

"Wlien  King  Abdelmumen  returned  to  Medina  Telencen, 
after  his  campaign  in  the  East  of  Africa,  he  caused  the 
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Vizier  Abclel  Selim  Ben  Muhamad  Alcurni  to  be  takeu  and 
thrown  into  prison ;  that  done,  Abdelmumeu  further  com- 
manded that  poison  should  be  administered  to  him  in  a  cup 
of  milk,  and  so  he  finished  Abdel  Selim.  The  king  then 
departed  from  Teleneen  and  arrived  at  Tanja,  in  the  moon 
Djlhagia  of  the  year  555.  In  that  month  the  fortifications 
which  he  had  commanded  his  people  to  construct  at  Gebal 
Tarik  AA'ere  completed,  having  been  commenced  on  the  9th 
day  of  Eebie  Primera  in  the  same  year.  These  works,  thus 
undertaken  at  Abdelmumen  Ben  Aly's  command,  were 
conducted  under  the  superintendence  of  his  son,  Cid  Abu 
Said  Othman,  Wall  of  Granada,  the  master  by  wliom  they 
were  directed  being  Alhaug  Yaix,  the  great  architect  of 
Andalusia. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  year  556,  the  King  Abdel- 
mumen Ben  Aly  passed  over  to  Gebalfetah  on  the  coast  of 
Spain,  which  is  in  fact  G^baltarik.  There  he  examined 
the  disposition  and  construction  of  that  city,  and  the 
fortifications  just  comj)leted  by  his  orders,  with  infinite 
satisfaction,  approving  all  that  had  been  done.  He 
remained  there  two  months,  during  which  he  received  visits 
from  all  the  "Walies  and  generals  of  Andalusia,  in  discourse 
with  whom  the  king  informed  himself  of  all  things  relating 
to  the  condition  of  Spain;  nay  rather  of  every  province 
thereof.  Every  day  there  came  numerous  Xequea  and  great 
men  to  salute  their  sovereign,  and  among  them  were  many 
Alimes,  with  certain  of  the  distinguished  Andalusian  poets, 
who  recited  to  Abdelmumen  the  verses  which  tliey  had 
composed  in  his  own  praise.  One  of  the  poets  and  orators 
thus  presenting  himself  to  the  King  Abdelmumen  Ben  Aly, 
was  Abu  Giaffar  Ben  Said  of  Granada,  who  was  a  youth  of 
tender  age,  but  having  entered  the  presence  in  company 
with  his  father  and  brothers,  who  had  come  to  salute  the 
king,  he  recited  to  him  the  following  verses  : — 

PEOM  GIAFFAE  BEN  SAID,  OF  ANIA,  A  GEANADINE. 

Speak  but  thy  wish,  O  mighty  lord, 

And  Fate,  obedient  to  thy  will, 
Shall  straight  the  sought-for  boon  accord. 

Wide  waves  the  crescent  fair,  and  still 
Where  floats  that  banner  thy  sole  word 
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Is  l:i\v  ;  fiiKV  (ill  tliy  llcst  fuKi'. 
Oil,  inoniiivli,  to  wliosf  power  subliino 
Alluli  hath  fettered  I'ate  and  J  imc. 

Nor  land,  nor  sen,  liath  dared  rebel : 

T'lardi  fours  (liee,  and  the  tameless  wave, 
That  ne'er  owned  master,  knows  tlico  well, 

And  sutlers  no  wild  storm  to  rave. 
Where  round  tliy  sliorcs  tiie  waters  swell, 

The  j)i)tenl  sea,  thy  willing  slave, 
llolils  ill  ])rolt'eliiif^  arms  thy  far  dominion, 
And  safely  boars  thy  barks  on  broad  well-balanced  pinion. 

Vast  are  the  realms  that  own  tliy  conquering  power, 
Eoiight  by  the  sword  and  bent  to  thy  command ; 

And  none  maj'  count  the  warriors  that,  ns  lour 
The  storm-clouds  o'er  a  deatli-dovoted  land, 

Hang  on  thy  foes.     Behold  tliem  in  that  hour, 

"When,  camped  o'er  all  the  plain,  tlie  glittering  brand 

In  each  strong  grasp  a  sunbeam,  they  are  more 

Than  myriad  waves  that  foam  along  the  wild  sea  shore. 

Such  and  so  mighty  are  the  fearless  bands 

That  march  beneath  the  crescent — that  true  sign 

Of  fortune  hovering  near !     The  distant  lands 
Tremble  to  mark  their  coming.     On  the  line 

Of  Algczira's  coast  the  pale  foe  stands, 

And  gazing  where  thy  silvery  pennons  sliine, 

Feels  the  cold  terror  thrill  through  lieart  and  brain, 

As  sounds  thy  dreadapproachthrougli  the  wide  fields  of  Spain 

Lightly,  0  King,  shalt  thou  reclaim  thine  own 
From  the  bold  hands  that  dare  usurp  thy  might ; 

Soon  shall  the  rebel  hordes  their  crime  bemoan 
As  fly  their  chiefs  before  thy  banners  bright. 

Then  shall  thy  power  recall  the  days  that  shone 
O'er  Moslemah  of  old  ;  the  deeds  of  might 

Recorded  by  the  sage  Historian's  hand 

Shall  once  more  charm  the  worlds,  at  thy  sublime  command. 

lUusti'ious  Tarik's  deeds  shalt  thou  renew. 

And  noble  Muza's  ; — they  whose  miglit  upheld 

The  crescent-moon  of  blest  Islam,  and  threw 
All  other  radiance  into  shade.     Ye  held 

Zayda  and  Ben  Nuceir,  no  j^ower  that  knew 
The  lustre  of  his  might,  whose  arm  hath  felled 

The  Christian  of  these  times — our  potent  Lord ; 

Kor  could  your  blades  compete  with  Abdelmumen's  sword 
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The  king  now  comiuanded  that  the  Gazua  or  Sacred  "War 
should  be  carried  into  Algarve,  whither  he  sent  a  force  of 
eighteen  thousand  Ahnohade  cavalry  against  the  Christians, 
who  then  occupied  the  fortress  of  that  Comarca.  The 
Xeque  Abu  Mohamad  Abdallah  Ben  Abi  Hafaz  marched 
against  the  Infidel  at  the  same  time  from  Cordova.  He 
had  a  well-appointed  force,  and  having  taken  the  stronghold 
of  Hisn*  Atarnikes,  on  the  confines  of  Badajos,  by  assault, 
he  put  every  Christian  found  therein  to  death,  without 
sparing  the  life  of  a  man. 

Now  King  Alfonso  of  Toledo  came  to  the  aid  of  his  people 
with  such  speed  as  he  could  make,  but  found  that  the  for- 
tress had  already  been  takenby  the  Almohades,  who  marched 
forth  to  his  encounter  and  gave  him  battle.  The  struggle 
that  ensued  was  a  very  obstinate  one,  yet  Grod  finally  avenged 
himself  on  the  Infidel,  w^ho  lost  six  tliousand  of  his  troops, 
in  addition  to  the  many  who  were  taken  prisoners.  A  large 
number  of  the  latter  w'ere  brought  to  Seville  and  Cordova 
in  the  possession  of  the  victorious  Almohades. 

During  this  campaign  many  fortresses  were  recovered 
from  the  Christian,  with  the  cities  of  Beja,  Bad.^jos,  and 
Beira  ;  Hisn  Alcazar  was  also  taken  by  the  Almohades, 
when  Abdelmumen  appointed  Muhamad  Ben  Aly  Ben 
Alhaug  Lu  be  Wall  of  that  district  and  frontier ;  this  done, 
the  kine:  returned  to  Africa,  and  went  to  take  rest  at  Medina 
Morocco. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  year  557,  the  King  Abdel- 
mumen Ben  Aly  caused  all  the  divisions  and  border  demar- 
cations of  his  provinces  to  be  corrected  and  set  in  order, 
for  the  better  regulation  of  the  various  conti'ibutions,  and 
the  more  exactly  to  ascertain  what  force,  whether  of  land 
or  sea,  each  province  could  send  him  for  the  war  against 
the  Infidel,  or  any  other  enemy  of  the  empire.  In  all  these 
.  regulations,  due  attention  was  given  to  the  population  of 
i  each  province,  as  well  as  to  the  proportion  of  its  sea-coast,  and 
every  other  distinctive  peculiarity.  In  pursuance  of  the 
arrangements  thus  made,  Abdelmumen  drew  from  Holik 
Mamora  four  hundred  Plazas,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty 
Irom  its  port:    from  Tanja,  Cebta,  Velad-Africa,  Uhran, 

*  Hisn :  fortress. 
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and  I\ror?n.  Ilcnin,  or\o  hundred,  and  from  Andaluai.' 
("ii^hty.  J  To  furlhi-niioro  dch'nuiiiod  tlio  qiinlity  niul 
(]u:intity  ot'anns  wliirli  t'ach  proviiu";'  was  hound  to  hiniisli. 
with  llu>  niindnT  of  horses,  nuiles,  and  camt'ln,  which 
he  had  tho  right  to  expect  from  each  Amelia  in  aid  of  his 
wars. 

Among  other  results  of  this  investigation,  was  that  of 
determining  tho  amount  of  arrows,  sworda,  lances,  &c. 
manut'aetnred  in  tin;  empire  of  Abdelmumen  Den  Aly;  and 
it  was  found  that  ten  cpiintals  of  arrows  wero  made  therein, 
with  swords,  lances,  and  otlier  weapons,  offensive  and  de- 
fensive, beyond  all  count,  insonnich  that  the  king  might 
have  supplieel  all  his  people,  both  Africans  and  ISpauiards, 
with  the  same,  had  it  been  necessary  to  do  so. 

The  tribe  of  Cumia  alono  contributed  a  vast  amount  of 
provisions  in  tliis  sort,  with  twenty  thousand  horse ;  and 
that  large  contribution  the  Xeques  of  the  Cabila  had  im- 
posed on  themselves  as  a  sort  of  expiation,  because  it  had 
been  found  that  the  conspirators  who  had  intended  to 
Assassinate  the  king  on  the  occasion  above  related,  when  the 
Xeque  had  resigned  himself  to  die  in  his  sovereign's  stead, 
were  men  of  the  tribe  of  Cumia,  and  Abdelmumen  had 
taken  no  other  vengeance  on  them  than  that  of  leaving  their 
punishment  to  be  determined  by  their  own  Xeques. 

The  consequence  of  tins  proceeding  on  the  part  of  th» 
king  was,  that  every  man  who  could  hold  a  bridle  in  that 
tribe  made  ofter  of  his  service  for  the  war  ;  and  the  Xeques, . 
going  far  beyond  wliat  they  had  promised,  set  themselves* 
in  march  with  forty  thousand  cavalry,  all  well  armed  and 
appointed.  Their  captains  then  repaired  to  Morocco  with 
that  force,  and  held  themselves  prepared  to  serve  the  king- 
therewith  in  whatever  land  he  miglit  be  pleased  to  conduct 
them  to  ,  but  not  making  known  their  intention  until  thus- 
fulfilled,  the  inhabitants  of  the  towns  through  which  that 
large  body  of  trooj^s  passed  were  amazed  at  tho  sight  of  so 
much  cavalry,  and  the  report  of  their  strength  having  pre- 
ceded them,  the  Alraohades,  when  they  saw  tho  great  con- 
tingent reach  Wadi  Om-Eabie,  sent  intelligence  thereof  in 
ranch  surprise  to  the  king.  They  related,  that  having- 
enquired  of  those  ridei's  their  country  and  their  purpose, 
they  had   repUed,  "  We   are  Zenetes  of  the  tribe  Cumia, 
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who  have  come  to  visit  the  Ameer  Amurninin,  even  Abdel- 
mumen  Ben  Aly,  and  to  sah^te  him  on  the  part  cf  our 
people." 

When  the  Greneral  Abu  llafas  lieard  of  the  advance  of 
so  great  a  force,  he  gathered  his  own  cavalry  around  the 
person  of  the  king,  who  was  well  content  witb  that  pre- 
caution, and  commanded  that  all  his  Almohades  shou.ld 
hold  themselves  prepared  for  whatever  might  occur,  but 
charging  all,  under  the  heaviest  penalties,  to  refrain  from 
giving  cause  of  offence,  and  threatening  him  who  should 
occasion  any  discord  with  the  utmost  weight  of  his  dis- 
pleasure. 

The  day  of  the  entrance  of  the  Zenetes  into  Morocco 
was  then  held  as  one  of  great  festival,  and  the  king,  receiving 
them  among  his  cohorts,  assigned  them  their  place  betvreen 
the  tribe  Tinmaul  and  the  tribe  Alfemea ;  thus  admittiug 
those  people  of  Cumia  to  a  rank  immediately  following 
that  of  his  guards.  Abdelmumen  then  reviewed  the  troops 
thus  added  to  his  force,  who  performed  extraordinary  feats 
of  horsemanship  in  his  presence,  and  displayed  the  most 
wonderful  dexterity  therein  :  they  bent  their  heads  low  as 
they  passed  before  the  king,  and  made  their  hqrses  kneel  at 
his  feet ;  all  which  was  done  with  an  ease,  order,  and  grace, 
that  was  acknowledged  by  the  nobles  then  assembled  to  be 
most  admirable. 


CHAP.  XL VI. — Of  the  wab  betweeis-  the  ALM:oRATiriES  an"d  almo- 

HADES.      THE  KING-  ABDELMTTMEN  BEN  ALT   PEEPAllES    TO   PASS  OTEB 
INTO  SPAIN.      HJ3  DIES. 

In  the  year  557,  the  G-eneral  Mohamad  Ben  Sad  assembled 
troops  in  the  territory  of  Jaen,  collecting  them  from  Gruadis, 
Almunecaub,  Alhadra,  and  the  Alpuxarras.  The  powerful 
army  of  cavalry  and  infantry  thus  got  together  was  further- 
more increased  by  the  forces  of  other  leaders  who  joined 
themselves  to  the  company  of  Mohamad  Ben  Sad :  these 
were  Ibrahim  Ben  Ahmed  Hamsek,  Abu  Ishac  Aben 
Hamusec,  who  had  made  himself  master  of  Kenenat,  and 
Ahmed  Abu  Giaffar,  son  of  Abderahman  Eloski,  a  brave 
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Alcaydo  wlio  had  been  AVali  of  Iho  frontiers  of  Granada, 
•laon,  and  Murcia;  Ahuu'd  Abu  CJialfar  was  a  man  of  inucli 
Icnrnini;,  and  was  no  losa  renowned  for  hia  genius  as  a  poet 
ihau  for  liis  valour  as  a  general.  All  these  great  eaptaina 
ijow  marehed  against  the  Aliiiohadi>  leaders,  Avho  h(>itl  the 
oily  of  (iranada  for  King  Abdehuunien  Jien  Aly. 

AVheu  tho  defeudcrs  of  the  place  Averc  made  acquainted 
witli  the  approach  of  tlio  Alnioravide  generals,  lliey  went 
forth  to  meet  them  with  a  large  i'orce  of  cavalry,  and  the  two 
armies  met  ia  the  Vega,*  on  Thursday,t  the  28th  of  the 
moon  Eegeb.  The  leaders  arranged  their  order  of  battle 
with  great  ability,  and  a  struggle  then  ensued,  which  was 
one  of  the  most  sanguinary  ever  seen  in  Sj)ain.  Both 
parties  fought  with  equal  valour  and  indescribable  fury ; 
but  the  heroic  firmness  of  the  Almohades  ])revailcd,  and 
although  the  cavalry  of  Mohamad  J3en  Sad  performed 
prodigies  of  bravery,  yet  the  greater  part  of  his  troops  were 
cut  to  pieces  on  that  field  ;  night  only  availing  to  deliver 
the  valiant  remains  of  the  host  from  an  otherwise  inevitable 
death.  The  loss  was  very  heavy  on  both  sides,  and  the 
shedding  of  blood  most  hoi-rible  ;  nay,  there  were  rivers  of 
gore  seen  to  flow  from  tlic  ranks  of  the  combatants,  inso- 
much that  the  battle  was  called  "  The  Day  of  Asabicaut," 
or  of  the  "Eftusion  of  Blood." 

The  brave  generals  of  Andalusia  retired  to  the  hills 
under  the  cover  of  night,  and  the  greater  part  of  such 
relics  of  their  people  as  remained  to  them  sought  refuge  in 
the  wilds  thereof.  Abu  Ishac  Aben  Hamesec  returned  to 
Jaen,  and  there  he  left  the  Wali  Abu  Giafiar  Ahmed,  son 
of  Abderahman  Eloski,  who  fortified  the  city  with  lofty  and 
very  strong  towers.  Aben  Hamesec  then  departed  for 
Murcia. 

But  the  Andalusiau  leaders,  eager  for  revenge,  now  sum- 
moned all  the  country  to  their  aid,  gathering  numerous 
bands  from  the  Alpuxarras,  Gruadis,  and  other  cities ;  many 
cavaliersfrom  various  districts  also  added  their  pennons  to  the 
banners  of  that  host ;  but  not  confiding  in  their  own  strength, 

*  Our  readers  will  remember  that  the  level  plains  around  Granada 
arc  called  the  Yega  ;  a  name  wliicli  describes  tlieir  character. — Tr. 

+  Alabar  affirms  that  the  battle  was  fought  on  a  Friday,  and  at 
il  argarracad . — Conde. 
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the  Moslemali  generals  of  Andalusia  called  tlie  Christians 
to  their  aid,  and  those  Infidels  sent  them  a  well-appointed 
body  of  cavalry  from  Toledo. 

It  was  determined  that  these  forces  should  unite  in  the 
comarca  of  Cordova  and  the  plains  of  TJbeda,  thence  to  set 
forward  against  the  Almohades ;  nor  did  the  latter  neglect 
to  make  due  provision  for  the  reception  of  the  foe :  they 
sallied  forth  well  prepared  to  the  encounter,  and  feeling  no 
apprehension,  whether  of  Mohamad  Ben  Sad,  of  Abu  Ishac, 
of  Aben  Hamesec,  or  of  their  Christian  auxiliaries. 

The  two  armies  came  in  sight  of  each  other  on  the  plains 
in  the  vicinity  of  Cordova,  and  a  battle  ensued,  wherein  all 
fouglit  like  maddened  tigers  and  ravening  wolves.  But  the 
valour  of  the  Almohades  again  triumphed  over  the  desperate 
rage  of  the  Christians  and  Moslemah  commanded  by  Aben 
Sad,  who  fled  in  dismay,  after  a  terrible  carnage,  which  kift 
the  field  covered  with  corpses.  This  sanguinary  encounter 
took  place  on  Sunday,  the  twelfth  day  of  the  moon  Xawal, 
in  the  year  557. 

The  Andalusian  generals  Mohamad  Aben  Sad  and  Abu 
Giaftar  Ben  Eloski  withdrew  to  the  territory  of  Jaen  and 
Murcia,  shortly  afterwards  obtaining  possession  of  the  last- 
mentioned  city  by  capitulation. 

In  Africa,  Abdelmumen  was  meanwhile  making  prepara- 
tion for  passing  into  Spain,  resolved  to  wage  a  holy  war  in 
that  country  for  the  service  of  God.  To  that  end  he  de- 
parted from  Morocco  on  Thursday,  the  fifth  day  of  the  moon 
of  Eebie  Primera ;  and  having  arrived  at  Eabat  Alfetah,  he 
thence  despatched  letters  to  the  provinces  of  Almagreb, 
Africa,  Alquibla,  and  Sus,  as  well  as  to  all  the  tribes  who 
owned  allegiance  to  his  rule,  exhorting  each  to  take  part 
in  the  Algihed,  or  sacred  war,  about  to  be  carried  into 
Andalusia. 

The  reply  to  these  exhortations  was  given  in  the  form  of 
a  general  assembling  of  the  Almohades  from  every  part  of 
Abdelmumen  Ben  Aly's  dominions.  Alarabes  of  various 
tribes,  and  more  particularly  of  the  Zenete  Cabilas,  came 
flocking  to  that  invitation,  and  in  a  short  time  the  king  saw 
assembled  around  him  more  than  three  hundred  thousand 
horse,  eighty  thousand  of  whom  were  veterans  well  prac- 
tised in  war,  with  one  hundred  thousand  cross-bowmen,  and 
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much  infaiitrv.  Tho  multitndo  of  hia  follovrers  w.ih  nii 
oppression  to  the  ('.■irlli,  which  trcnibhvl  li(^iie'alh  the  tramp 
ot'  those  iiuiuiiKTahlo  iVet  ;  tiie  kiii};i;'s  oneairipiiienia  covered 
the  hei;;i;hts,  the  plains,  and  the  deep  valleya  ahke,  infloimich 
tliat  the  whole  territory  of  SalT-,  tVoin  Aiii  Cied  to  A  in 
Chamis,  was  coneealed  beneath  tiieir  tents,  whicli  stretched, 
alons^  the  coaat  also  even  to  Holic  Almainora. 

liut  now  was  the  pleasure  of  beholding  the  order  and 
fair  array  of  that  stupendous  nmUitmle  in  ariiiM,  embittered 
by  the  unexpected  sickness  of  him  who  was  lord  of  all,  even 
the  King  Abdehnumen  Ben  Aly.  Eveiy  day  the  malady  of 
tlie  sutlerer  became  more  perilous  and  his  pains  more 
severe,  until  at  length,  perceiving  that  he  could  not  long 
continue  in  life,  he  took  measures  for  the  final  arrangement 
of  his  atfairs.  And  first  did  Abdelmumen  Ben  Aly  com- 
mand that  the  name  of  his  son,  Cid  Mohamad,  which  had 
till  that  moment  been  mentioned  in  the  Chotba  immediately 
after  Ms  own,  should  thenceforth  be  omitted  altogether,  an 
act  by  which  he  declared  that  prince  deposed  from  the  stic- 
cession,  which  he  had  previously  announced  in  his  favour. 
This  decision  ]^ng  Abdelmumen  waa  induced  to  make 
by  the  fact  of  Cid  Muhamad's  disobedience,  the  Prince 
having  even  commenced  ])i'eparations  for  a  revolt  against 
his  father,  in  the  liope  of  thus  assuring  himself  possession  of 
the  throne,  even  before  it  had  been  vacated  by  the  death  of 
its  rightful  occupant. 

The  declaration  of  the  king's  resolre  in  respect  to  Cid 
Mohamad  was  made  on  Giunia,  the  second  day  of  G-iumada 
Segunda,  in  the  year  558  ;  and  he  instantly  sent  advices  of 
his  resolve  into  all  the  provinces  of  the  empire,  despatch- 
ing couriers  who  were  charged  to  make  his  sovereign  de- 
termination known  throughout  the  land.  His  malady  was 
meanwhile  continually  increasing,  and  on  the  night  of 
Giuma,  the  eighth  day  of  the  same  moon — or  as  some 
writers  affirm,  at  the  hour  of  dawn  on  the  tenth — Abdel- 
mumen Ben  Aly  ceased  to  live.  Blessed  be  He  who  never 
dies,  whose  empire  is  Eternity,  and  who  knoweth  neither 
commencement,^  change,  nor  conclusion  ! 

The  departure  of  this  king  took  place  in  the  city  of  Sale, 
where  he  had  abode  during  the  time  of  liis  sickness  :  he  had 
accomplished  the  sixty-third  year  of  his  age  on  the  day  of 
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his  death,  which  occurred  in  the  year  558,  aa  aboye  related. 
Aben  Choxeb  affirms  that  the  age  of  Abdelmumen  at  the 
time  of  his  death  was  sixty-four  ;  and  from  Sahib  8alat 
we  learn  that  his  remains  were  borne  to  his  hill-town  of 
Tinmaul  for  interment,  being  there  laid  beside  the  tomb  of 
the  Imaum  Mehedi. 

Abdelmumen  Ben  Aly  reigned  thirty-three  years,  five 
months,  and  three  days.  He  left  a  crowd  of  _  sons,  and 
among  them  were  Abu  Jalnib,  who-  succeeded  him  in  the 
empire  ;  Cid  Abu  Hafas,  the  twin-brother  of  Abu  Jakub  and 
Cid  Mohad,  who  had  been  deprived  of  the  throne  in  the 
manner  specified  above.  Other  sons  of  Abdelmumen  were 
Cid  Abdallah,  Wali  of  Begaya  ;  Cid  Othmau,  Wali  of 
Granada ;  Cid  Alhassan,  Cid  Hussein,  Cid  Suleyraan,  Cid 
Iza,  and  Cid  Ahmed,  with  that  erudite  prince,  Cid  Abu 
Amrauu,  who  was  subsequently  governor  of  Morocco  for 
his  brother,  Juzef  Abu  Jakub.  The  king  had  also  two 
daughters,  Aixa  and  Zafia. 

Tlie  death  of  Abdelnnxmen  Ben  Aly  remained  for  some 
time  concealed,  the  loss  sustained  by  the  empire  being 
known  only  to  his  ministers,  and  to  the  Cadi  Abvi  Juzef, 
who  wrote  to  the  Prince  Cid  Juzef  Abu  Jakub,  heir  to  the 
crown,  when  the  latter,  repairing  with  all  speed  to  Sale, 
received  the  oath  of  allegiance  for  Africa  on  the  11th 
day  of  the  moon  Griumada,  which  was  the  second  moon  of 
the  year  558.  It  is  true  that  there  were  certain  difficulties 
made  and  obstacles  raised  to  his  succession,  but  these  weie 
readily  overcome  shortly  after  his  arrival. 

The  complexion  of  King  Abdelmumen  Ben  Aly  was  fair, 
with  a  tinge  of  clear  red  ;  his  eyes  were  fine,  his  hair  curl- 
ing, his  stature  was  tall,  and  he  was  robust  in  good  propor- 
tion with  that  height ;  his  eyebrows  had  a  frequent  move- 
ment, the  nose  was  well-formed,  the  beard  soft  and  thick, 
the  figure,  generally,  dignified  and  graceful.  This  king  was 
very  eloquent  in  speech,  of  regular  life  and  liabita,  a  friend 
to  the  wise,  the  declared  protector  of  able  p^^n,  and  a  con- 
stant promoter  of  all  things  tending  to  govju.  Under  the 
favour  accorded  to  letters  and  the  arts  by  Abdelmumen  Ben 
Aly,  these  floiirished  during  his  time  in  all  the  states  of 
the  empire,  and  more  particularly  in  Spain,  notwithstanding 
the  continual  disquietudes   of  war  by  which  that  country 
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was  oppivssotl.  Abdclmuiiu'ii  was  a  man  (if  llio  most  \\n- 
tlauiiti'il  bravery,  |)r()iii])(.  in  miioii,  uiidisiiiaYtHl  in  tlir 
utmost  cxhviuity  o['  jxril,  and  a  patient  millerer  of  the 
severest  toils  incidental  to  warliire ;  indeed,  he  had  a  natural 
inclination  and  <^reat  j^enius  I'or  war,  delii^htinfj;  iiuicli  in  the 
movement  and  extend("d  travels  occasioned  thereby.  A'u 
slave  to  the  ]ileasures  of  tiie  table,  he  was  iu  trutii  singu- 
larly abstemious  in  that  respect :  his  conquests  have  been 
sullicii'ntly  enumerated,  and  he  may  truly  be  called  the 
defender  of  Islam  in  Africa  and  tSpain,  in  the  east  as  well 
as  the  west. 

The  cities  and  territories  subjupialed  by  Abdelmunien  in 
Spain  were  Almeria,  Evora,  ]3eria,  iiaeza,  Jiadajoz,  Cordova, 
Granada,  and  Jaen,  all  which  he  accomplished  by  force 
of  arms.  In  Africa  his  conquests  comprised  the  whole 
empire. 

Abdelmunien  Ben  Aly  received  the  allegiance  of  so  many 
lands,  that  he  was  obeyed  through  an  extent  of  country 
Avhieh  required  four  months  of  w^ayfaring  from  him  who 
would  pass  through  it  from  the  eastern  to  the  western 
borders  thereof,— from  Atrabol  to  iSus  Alaksa,  that  is  to 
say.  But  from  the  north  to  the  south  the  breadth  of  the 
empire  might  be  traversed  in  iifty  days,  counting  from  the 
city  of  Cordova  in  Andalusia,  to  Sigilmesa  iu  Africa. 

The  periodof  Abdelmumeu's  reign, counting  from  the  death 
of  El  Mehedi,  was  thirty-three  years,  eight  months,  and 
twenty-five  days  ;  and,  according  to  Abeu  Yahye  Ben  Oraeira, 
he  died  iu  that  suburb  of  Medina  Sale,  which  is  called  El 
Iletah,  when,  having  been  carried  for  interment  to  Tinmaul, 
as  above  related,  he  was  there  buried  witli  extraordinary 
pomp. 

The  Viziers  or  principal  secretaries  of  Abdelmumen  were 
Abu  Cxiaftar  Ben  Atia  and  his  brother  Yahye  ]3en  Atia, 
with  Abul  Hassan  Ben  Ayaus,  Maymouu  Alovari,  and  Ab- 
dallah  Ben  Gibal.  Abu  Giaffar  Ben  Atia  was  also  the 
Almocri  or  reader  of  Abdelmumen  ;  and  after  the  disgrace 
of  that  Vizier,  the  office  was  held  by  Abdel  Selim  Alcumi, 
who,  being  likewise  disgraced  and  put  to  death  in  his  prison 
by  means  of  poisoned  milk,  as  before  related,  was  succeeded 
by  the  king's  own  son,  Cid  Abu  Hafaz.  The  charge  was 
subsequently  given  to  Edris  Aben  Gamea.     The  Cadiea  of 
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this  monarch  were  Cid  Abu  Ilafaz,  Abu  Amraun,  Muza 
Ben  Sohar  of  Tinmaul,  who  was  followed  by  Abu  Juzef 
Hegah  Ben  Juzef,  and  Abu  Bekar  Ben  Maymoun  of 
Cordova,  a  very  learned  and  much  distinguished  man. 

Certain  of  the  writers  affirm  that  the  Algihed  or  sacred 
war  commenced  by  Abdelmumen  in  Spain  took  its  rise  in 
the  year  556,  when  he  landed  at  Gebal  Fetah,  and  com- 
manded the  restoration  of  that  city,  with  the  construction 
of  numerous  forts :  these  authors  maintain  that  he  there 
fell  sick  of  the  malady  from  the  effects  of  which  he  after- 
wards died,  but  not  until  he  had  crossed  to  the  opposite 
shore  and  reached  Medina  Sale.  The  date  of  558  is  given 
by  these  writers  also  as  that  of  King  Abdelmumen  Ben 
Aly's  departure  from  life  ;  but  it  is  certain  that  the  account 
of  this  event  which  we  have  given  above  is  the  correct  one, 
since  it  is  confirmed  by  the  minutes  preserved  in  the  Royal 
Chancery  of  Morocco. 


CHAP.    XLVII. — CAlIPnATE    of    AMrMININ    JUZEF,    SOIn    of   ABDEl- 

MUMEN. 

The  Ameer  Amuminin  Juzef,  son  of  the  King  Abdelmumen 
Ben  Aly  Zeuete  Alcami,  received  the  name  of  Abu  Jakob. 
The  mother  that  bore  him  was  called  Aija ;  she  was  the 
daughter  of  the  Alfaki  and  Alcayde,  Abu  Amraun  of 
Tinmaul.  Abu  Jakob  was  born  on  Thursday,  the  3rd  day 
of  Eegeb,  in  the  year  533.  He  was  fair  and  well-coloured, 
and  of  good  stature ;  his  hair  curled  very  finely,  as  did  his 
beard,  the  latter  still  more  closely  than  the  hair  of  the  head  ; 
his  eyes  were  fine,  the  nose  was  well-proportioned,  and  the 
whole  character  of  his  countenance  and  figure  was  erave. 
majestic,  and  nnposmg.  In  disposition  he  was  liberal  and 
compassionate. 

Abu  Jakob  was  the  first  of  the  Almohadc  princes  who 
waged  the  sacred  war  in  person ;  he  conquered  many  cities, 
subjugated  much  people,  amassed  immense  spoils  and  riches, 
and  maintained  powerful  armies.  His  empire  extended  from 
Sulfa  of  the  Beni  Mutcouk  Alcadias,  in  Eastern  Africa, 
even  to  Velad  Noul,  in  the  extremity  of  Sus  Alaksa,  and  to 
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the  iiitermoat  limits  of  Alquibla.  In  Spain,  (lie  dominions 
of  this  nionurrh  t^lrotchcd  iVoin  Medina  Tiidila,  wldrh  is 
situate  in  an  Ak-adiii  in  the  eiust,  to  Medina  Santarom  in 
Algarve,  and  tliis  without  the  intervention  of  nuy  lordshi)) 
fon-ii^n  to  his  own.  IJo  maintained  his  frontiers  in  an 
admirable  condition  of  ])rotection  and  defence  ;  the  j)eo])le 
ou  the  borders,  as  well  as  in  the  cities,  lived  in  the 
utmost  security ;  all  who  owned  allegiance  to  his  ruh; 
enjovinc;  peaceand  a  conlideut  trust  in  the  inlinite  justice 
of  their  king. 

The  cares  of  Abu  Jakob  were  directed  to  all  the  interests  of 
hia  enipirtt  alike,  and  his  watchfulness  was  over  each  and  all, 
whether  far  or  near,  lie  took  personal  share  in  all  the  depart- 
ments of  his  goverment,  nor  would  he  suffer  anything  to  be 
concealed  from  him,  not  considering  the  most  unimportant 
aflair  which  concerned  the  state  to  be  beneath  his  attention. 
Neither  his  sons  nor  his  ministers  held  undue  influence  in 
the  councils  of  this  wise  monarch,  nor  were  those  who  lived 
in  his  closest  intimacy  permitted  to  affect  his  maturely  con- 
sidered decisions.  He  had  eighteen  sons,  the  eldest  of 
whom,  who  succeeded  him,  was  Jakob,  called  Almansor, 
who  had  a  twin-brother,  named  Yahye.  These  were  followed. 
by  Ibrahim,  Muza,  Edris,  Abdelaziz  Abu  13ekar,  Abdallah, 
Ahmed,  Yahye  El  Saquira,  Muhamad,  Abderahman  Abu 
Muhamad,  Abdelwahid  the  Deposed,  Abdelhak,  Ishak,  and 
Telha,  who  was  his  Hajib,  and  through  whom  he  communi- 
cated his  orders.  Neither  Abu  liafaz,  his  brother,  who 
subsequently  rose  in  rebellion  against  him,  nor  his  most 
trusted  Viziers,  exercised  any  considerable  influence  in  his 
court.  His  Viziers  were  Abii  Ola,  Edris  Ben  Gamea,  and 
Aba  Bekar,  who  was  the  associate  of  his  son  Jakob  in  the 
ofiiee  of  Grand  Justiciary,  which  was  held  by  that  prince. 

The  Alfaki  of  Abu  Jakob  was :  1st,  the  Cadi  Abu  Juzef 
Algazi;  2nd,  Abu  Muza  Iza  Ben  Amraun;  and  3rd,  the 
Cadi  Abul  Abas  Ben  Mida,  of  Cordova.  His  secretary  was 
Abul  Hassan  Abdelmelik  Ben  Ayas,  and  his  narrator,  Abul 
Eadal  Ben  Tahir  of  Bugia.  The  latter  was  a  man  of  great 
eloquence  and  wonderful  erudition,  who  subsequently  entered 
the  service  of  his  son  Jakob  Almanzor,  and  died  in  that  of  his 
grand-son,  Auasir.  The  king's  physician  was  the  Vizier  Abu 
Bekar  Ben  Tafail,  and  to  him,  who  died  in  the  year  581, 
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succeeded  Abu  Meruan  Abdelmelik  Ben  Cazini  of  Cordova. 
The  illustrious  AJfaki  Abu  "VValid  Ben  liaxid  likewise  held 
that  office  about  the  person  of  Xing  Abu  Jakob,  having 
been  summoned  to  the  court  of  Morocco  by  the  Ameer 
Amuminin  for  that  purpose  in  the  year  578 ;  but  the  king 
almost  immediately  appointed  him  Cudi  of  Cordova,  and 
Abu  Bekar  Ben  Zohar  succeeded  to  his  place  at  Morocco. 
Subsequentl}',  Abu  Walid  was  again  recalled  to  Morocco, 
where  he  remained,  with  the  exception  of  a  short  time 
passed  in  once  more  visiting  Spain,  tmtil  the  campaign 
against  Santarem,  wherein  be  accompanied,  the  Ameer  Jakob 
Almanzor,  son  of  Abu  Jakob. 

Abul  Walid  was  not  only  a  distinguished  physician,  but 
was  well  versed  in  many  other  branches  of  knowledge. 
Abeu  Alged  assures  us  that  he  was  an  excellent  poet,  and 
he  is  said  to  have  repeated  all  the  translations  of  Bochari. 
He  died  at  IMorocco  on  the  21st  day  of  the  moon  Dylbagia, 
in  the  year  595,  having  then  attained  the  age  of  more  than 
ninety-four  years.  Dui'ing  a  portion  of  his  later  life,  Abul 
Walid  served  his  sovereign  as  Wali  Alhazina,  or  Treasurer, 
having  been  summoned  from  Seville  for  that  purj^-'oso. 

But  to  return  to  the  King  Juzef  Abu  Jakob.  That  monarch 
was  proclaimed  in  Africa  immediately  on  the  death  of  his 
father,  Abdelmumen  Ben  Aly,  in  the  Algarve  of  Spain,  in 
55S,  and  died  during  the  campaign  of  Santarem,  an  event 
which  took  place  in  the  year  580,  when  Abu  Jakob  had 
just  completed  bis  fortieth  yeai- ;  he  reigned  twenty-one 
years,  one  month,  and  some  days.  His  proclamation  is  said 
to  have  taken  place  on  the  13th  of  the  moon  Giumada 
Segunda  in  that  year,  and  authors  relate  the  circumstances 
of  that  solemnity  in  the  following  manner: — 

When  the  povi^erfid  King  Abdelmumen  Bon  Aly  died, 
his  death  was  concealed,  by  reason  of  the  absence  of  his 
destined  successor,  Juzef  Abu  Jakob,  who  was  at  that  time 
iu  Andalusia.  The  intelligence  that  their  sovereign  had 
departed,  was  indeed  not  sent  abroad  among  the  people, 
until  Prince  Juzef  had  passed  over  from  Seville ;  thus  at 
least  it  is  that  the  matter  is  related  by  Aben  Chaxeb,  wlio 
says  that  this  disposition  of  things  was  arranged  by  the 
care  and  forethought  of  the  Cadi  Abul  Hegah  Juzef  Bsa 
Omar. 
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The  historiop^raphers  of  Juzef  Abu  Jakob's  reign  declare 
that  ho  was  jiroohiiincd  by  coniinoii  and  unatiiiiKuis  consent, 
but  not  until  two  years  after  the  dealli  of  his  father,  in  the 
year  500  that  is  to  say,  and  on  Friday  the  8tli  day  of 
the  moon  llcbie  Prinicra  in  that  year.  But  although  the 
Xeques,  as  \\v\\  as  the  people,  all  agreed  to  tlie  proela- 
niation,  yet  the  brothers  of  Al)u  .Takob,  Cid  IMohaniad, 
W'ali  of  Begaya,  and  Cid  Abdallah,  AVali  of  Cordova, 
opposed  themselves  to  thataei,  and  refused  their  consent  to 
the  same.  The  Prince  Abu  Jakob  then  gave  proof  of 
extraordinary  moderation,  refusing  to  permit  the  solemn 
and  publie  proclamation  of  his  rights  to  bo  made  at  that 
moment,  nor  consenting  to  call  on  his  brothers  for  an  oath 
of  allegiance  which  they  were  unwilling  to  proffer;  neitlier 
would  he  assume  the  title  of  Ameer  Amuniinin,  but  called 
himself  Ameer  only,  until  he  had  succeeded  in  uniting  all 
discordant  miuds,  and  brought  them  by  gentle  means  to  bis 
obedience. 

Matruk  relates  this  occurrence  somewhat  diflerently  in 
liis  history,  and  says  that  Juzef  Abu  Jakob,  being  in  fSevillo 
when  the  death  of  his  father  took  place,  was  secretly  in- 
formed of  the  circumstance  by  the  ministers,  who  had 
prudently  concealed  the  fact  from  the  people.  He  adds 
that  Juzef  made  an  unusually  rapid  journey  from 
Seville  to  Sale,  and  arriving  in  a  very  short  time,  was 
pi'oclaimed  without  difficulty  or  dissent,  those  who  ven- 
tured to  offer  an  opposing  opinion  being  so  few  that  no 
attention  was  paid  to  them. 

The  first  command  put  forth  by  Juzef  Abu  Jakob  on  bis 
accession  to  the  throne,  was  to  the  effect  that  all  the 
countless  multitude  of  troops  gathered  by  Abdelmumen 
Ben  Aly  around  Sale  should  be  dispersed,  and  sent  every 
man  to  his  home.  That  done,  the  new  king  departed  from 
the  city  and  repaired  to  Morocco,  whence  he  wrote  to  all 
the  provinces,  summoning  the  Xeques  and  Alcaydes  for  the 
ceremonies  of  his  solemn  proclamation.  No  province  held 
by  the  Almohades,  whether  of  eastern  Africa,  of  Almagreb, 
or  of  Alquibla,  refused  their  concurrence,  and  in  Andalusia 
the  obedience  rendered  to  the  mandate  of  Abu  Jakob  wf  i 
equally  general,  according  to  3Iatruc,  even  Cordova  and 
Begaya  not  making  any  exception,  although  the  brothers 


A.D.  llGl-5.]     CALIPHATE  OP  JUZEF  BEI'T  ABDELMUME>'.       17 

of  the  King  were  Walies  of  those  cities  :  the  proclamation 
was  made  simultaneously  in  Spain  and  Africa.  During  the 
festivals  consequent  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance,  King 
Juzef  Abu  Jakob  displayed  infinite  liberality,  distributing 
immense  treasures  in  gifts  to  the  people  as  well  as  to  the 
Almohades,  the  Generals  of  aU  the  Cabilas,  and  the  assembled 
troops. 

In  the  year  559,  (still  continuing  the  account  given  by 
Matruk,)  tliere  came  to  the  court  of  Abu  Jakob,  his  brothers, 
Cid  Abu  ]\Iohamad,  Wali  of  Begaya,  and  Cid  Ahu  Abdallah, 
Wali  of  Cordova,  both  followed  by  a  large  and  brilliant 
train  of  Xeques,  Alfokis,  and  men  of  learning,  all  of  whom 
were  well  received  by  the  king,  who  did  due  honour  to 
each,  making  the  whole  company  many  precious  gifts,  King 
Juzef  Abu  Jakob  being  a  prince  of  exceeding  magnificence, 
and  liberal  in  the  extreme,  as  we  have  related  above. 

Before  the  close  of  this  same  year  the  rebel  EI 
Sanhagi  incited  the  people  of  Gomera  to  insurrection, 
assuming  the  title'  of  king,  and  coining  money  on  which  he 
caused  to  be  engraved  the  following  words :  "  Men  Juria 
Algoralh  Nasraha  Alahi :  coraibr  This  man  was  pro- 
claimed their  sovereign  by  many  followers  whom  he  had 
assembled  in  Gomera  and  Sanhaga,  when  he  made  incur- 
sions on  the  Comarcas  whose  inhabitants  did  not  accept 
him  as  their  lord,  slaying  and  taking  captive  the  defenceless 
people,  who  were  unprepared  for  such  an  onslaught.  He 
possessed  himself  of  Medina  Tarda  by  force  of  arms,  and 
committed  horrible  cruelties,  making  fearful  carnage  therein ; 
but  the  Ameer  Amumiuin  Juzef  Abu  Jakob  then  sent  an 
army  of  the  Almohades  against  those  disturbers  of  the 
public  peace,  and  by  these  troops  the  rebels  were  defeated 
in  a  sanguinary  battle.  It  was  also  the  will  of  Zate  that 
El  Sanhagi  should  die  fighting  in  that  conflict,  when  his 
head  was  cut  ofli"  and  sent  embalmed  to  Morocco. 

In  the  year  560  the  army  of  the  Christians  then  in 
Andalusia,  and  which  consisted  of  thirteen  thousand  men, 
conjoined  themselves  to  that  led  by  Mohamad  Ben  Sad 
Aben  Mardanis,  who  was  accompanied  by  the  renowned 
general,  Ahmed  Abu  Giaffar  Ben  Abderahmau  Eloski.  All 
these,  together  with  Abu  Ishak  Aben  Ilamusek.  and  other 
rebel  chiefs  and  Xeques,  now  marched  against  the  host  of 
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tlio  Alinohailoa,  wbicli  was  rommaiulod  by  Cid  Abu  Said 
Bt'U  Abdcrahmau.  Thcso  li)ives  met  in  a  spacious  and 
beautiiiil  plain,  noar  JMnrcia,  wlierr  it  was  the  custom  of 
the  citizeua  yearly  to  celebrate  a  ^ro-A,  feBtival,  and  hold  an 
important  fair  or  market.  In  thia  place  the  opposinij;  armies 
obtained  sight  of  each  other  at  dawn  of  day  on  Saturday 
the  8th  of  Dylhagia,  when  by  common  accord,  and  with 
(>qual  dc^ti>rmination,  they  commenced  a  conflict  which  was 
a  very  terrible  one.  The  clamou.:  a  and  battle  cries  of  all 
kinds  uttered  bj'  the  ferocious  combatants,  who  there  cut 
each  other  to  pieces  with  mutual  rago  and  fury,  were  so 
loud  and  violent,  that  the  sound  thereof  was  heard  at  the 
distance  of  many  leagues  from  the  place  of  conflict.  The 
slaughter  was  atrocious,  and  the  whole  plain,  with  the 
neighbouring  fields,  remained  covered  with  bodies,  left  as 
an  acceptable  feast  to  the  birds  of  prey  and  wild  beasts. 
Each  party  fought  with  a  bravery  indescribable ;  but 
despite  their  valour,  the  troops  of  Muhamad  Ben  Sad  Aben 
Mardanis  were  finally  defeated,  and  the  greater  part  of 
their  auiiliaries  were  slain,  few  being  those  who  escaped 
the  rage  and  fury  of  the  Almohade  soldiers. 

The  clamours  and  confused  cries  by  whicli  this  battle 
was  accompanied,  caused  it  to  be  named  the  day  of  Algelab, 
and  there  goes  a  rumoui',  that  even  for  several  days  after 
the  combat,  fearful  outcries  and  the  noise  of  battle  were 
heard  to  resound  through  that  region,  on  account  of  which 
the  place  hath  since  been  called  Fohos  Algeldb  .'* 

The  Prince  Cid  Abu  Said  wrote  an  account  of  this 
victory  to  his  brother  King  Juzef  Abu  Jakob ;  and  Mu- 
hamad Ben  Sad  Aben  Mardanis,  on  his  part,  disgusted  with, 
the  results  of  that  unhappy  battle,  expressed  his  resentment 
in  words  by  which  Ahmed  Abu  Giaffar  Ben  Eloski  and 
his  father-in-law,  Abu  Ishak  Aben  Hamusek,  were  so  much 
offended  that  both  of  these  generals  abandoned  him ;  Abu 
Giaffar  Ben  Eloski  openly  separating  himself  from  his 
party  and  retiring  to  Malaga,  whence  he  shortly  afterwards 
repaired  to  Morocco,  hoping  that  he  might  there  be  per- 
mitted to  attach  himself  to  the  Almohades,  as  he  had 
resolved  to  do,  in  more  unrestrained  liberty. 

*  Fohos  Algelaub :  the  place  of  clamour; 
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In  tlie  followiug  year  King  Juzef  Abu  Jakob  transferred 
tbe  government  of  JBegaya  to  bis  brotber,  Cid  Abu  Zacaria, 
cbarging  bim  to  make  a  visit  of  inspection,  not  only  tbrougb 
all  parts  tbereof,  but  tbrougb  all  tbe  otber  provinces  of 
Africa.  Among  tbe  instructions  given  by  King  Jakob  to 
bis  brotber,  was  tbe  recommendation  to  bear  pitifully  tbe 
complaints  of  tbe  poor,  to  raise  tbose  wbo  bad  fallen,  and 
relieve  sucb  as  felt  tbemselves  oppressed;  but  to  restrain 
and  humiliate  tbe  tyrannous  and  cruel  men  'wbo  crush  tbe 
■weak  by  tbeir  arrogance,  and  expend  tbeir  ricbes  to  tbe 
injury  of  tbose  who  cannot  resist  them  ;  using  tbeir  influence 
to  intimidate  the  judges  of  the  provinces,  or  for  tbe  pur- 
pose of  winning  those  officers  to  their  cause  by  tbe  cor- 
ruption of  gifts.  In  these  last  cases  the  king  charged  Abu 
Zacaria  to  be  severe  and  inflexible,  nor  permit  that  any 
man  should  interfere  with  or  impede  him  in  bis  administra- 
tion of  justice. 

In  the  year  561  Juzef  Ben  Monkefaid  rose  in  rebellion  ; 
but  he  confined  himself  to  the  mountains,  wherefore  no 
troops  were  sent  against  bim  that  year,  nor  until  the  early 
part  of  tbe  year  succeeding,  when  the  Ameer  Amuminin  Juzef 
Abu  Jakob  himself  advanced  against  the  rebels  with  a  well- 
appointed  body  of  Almohade  cavalry,  whom  he  commanded 
in  person,  leading  them  as  to  a  chase.  Pursuing  the  rebel 
chief  to  his  mountains,  the  king  gave  bim  battle,  broke  and 
defeated  his  troops,  and  following  him  in  his  flight  until  be 
bad  got  bim  "into  bis  hands,  then  put  bim  to  death  and 
sent  bis  head  to  Morocco. 

During  that  campaign  King  Juzef  Abu  Jakob  was  ac- 
knowledged and  proclaimed  in  the  Sierras  of  Gornera:  befora 
the  close  of  the  year  563  he  had  subjected  ail  tbose  terri- 
tories to  bis  obedience,  and  the  rude  yet  brave  and  fliithful 
dwellers  in  those  lands  saluted  him  as  their  Ameer 
Amuminin.  This  happened  in  tbe  moon  of  Giumada 
Segunda  in  the  above-mentioned  year. 
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CUAP.  XLVIir. — MiSUNDEUSTANinNOS  THAT  NOW  AUOSE  UKTWEEN 
THE  AI.MOUADES  OF  SPAIN.  THEY  SEN1>  AMllASSADORS  TO  TIU:  AMEEE 
A  MC. MIX  IN.     JlZl.I-  Alir  JAKOD  KEl'AIES  TO  SEVILLE. 

In  tlie  Axarquia  of  Spain  there  now  arose  discords  and 
coutentions  between  the  priiieipal  fi;eiienils  of  the  party 
ol"  Abu  AbJallah  .Muliaiiiad  JJen  !Sadi  Abcu  Alardauis,  wliose 
father-in-law,  Isliak  ]Jen  llainusck,  Lord  of  Zecura,  having 
separated  himself  from  his  interests,  and  refused  him  fur- 
ther obedience,  Abeu  Sadi,  offended  thereby,  divorced  the 
daughter  of  Ben  liamusek.  It  is  true  that  Aben  Sadi  soon 
repented  him  of  his  lightness  of  mind,  and  once  more  took 
her  to  wife,  endeavouring  to  restore  the  friendship  that  had 
bc-eu  interrupted,  to  its  previous  cordiality.  Jle  also  wrote 
letters  to  the  general  Abu  Giaftar  Ben  Abderahman  Eloski, 
requesting  him  to  leave  IMorocco  and  return  to  S])ain,  where 
he  oiiered  to  give  him  Alcaydias  and  other  tenancies  in  his 
states ;  whereupon  Abu  Giaftar  Eloski  determined  to  rein- 
state himself  in  Valencia,  and  replied  in  a  manner  that  was 
conformable  to  tlie  desires  of  Abdallah  Ben  Sad.  The 
latter  had  meanwhile  continued  his  alliances  with  the 
Christians,  and  kept  a  garrjson  of  their  troops  in  Valencia  ; 
a  circumstance  which  caused  infinite  displeasure  to  the 
inhabitants,  insomuch  that  the  principal  citizens  went  forth 
from  the  city  and  took  up  their  abode  in  the  villages  and 
towns  of  the  Comarcas. 

In  Africa  King  Juzef  Abu  Jakob  was  reposing  himself  at 
Morocco  after  his  campaign  in  Gomara,  and  had  not  well 
done  so  when  there  arrived  ambassadors  from  his  provinces 
in  Spain,  M'ith  others  from  the  Almagreb,  Alquibla,  and 
Axarquia  of  Africa,  who  came  to  congratulate  him  on  the 
success  of  his  arms,  and  also  to  present  the  Ameer  with 
their  reports  on  the  condition  of  his  territories  in  their 
respective  provinces.  In  these  embassies  there  came  Cadies, 
Alfakies,  Alchatibs,  Xeques,  and  other  persons  of  im- 
portance, who  were  presented  to  the  king  immediately  on 
their  arrival  at  Morocco,  having  previously  delivered  their 
setters  of  credence.  They  were  all  received  very  favourably 
by  Juzef  Abu  Jakob,  and  that  day  was  occupied  in  giving 
replies  to  their  supplications,  suggestions,  representations, 
doubts,  and  allairs  of  all  kinds,  which  fvere  done  in  writing. 
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This  being  at  an  end,  the  envoys  returned  thanks  to  the 
king,  and  took  their  leave  of  him  with  a  view  to  return 
to  their  provinces. 

In  this  year  there  was  a  great  spectacle  given  on  the 
festival  of  Alfitra,  which  is  held  at  the  close  of  Eamazan, 
with  a  lion  hunt ;  and  the  Andalusian  general,  Abu  Giaifar 
Ben  Abderahman  Eloski  of  Talavera;  who  was  present  at 
the  same,  killed  a  racjiiig  lion  with  his  lance  as  he  sat  on 
horseback :  he  ceh  brated  that  festival,  moreover,  in  very 
elegant  verses.  All  this  took  place -at  the  close  of  Eamazan, 
in  the  year  564.  , 

In  the  year  565,  Abu  Jakob  sent  his  brother  Cid 
Abu  Hafaz  to  Andalusia,  that  he  nnght  there  continue 
the  sacred  war  against  the  Christians,  giving  orders  for 
the  assemblage  of  a  fine  body  of  cavalry  to  accompany 
him;  and  in  a  short  time  twenty  thousand  Almohade 
horse,  the  flower  of  the  cavalry  of  Almagreb,  were  pre- 
pared to  set  forward  in  that  service.  The  troops  were 
embarked — for  crossing  the  strait — at  Alcazar  Algez,  in 
Zarifa,  where  they  at  once  began  to  make  incursions  on  the 
frontiers  of  the  foe,  and  had  many  skirmishes  with  ^he  Infidels. 

In  the  east  of  Spain  the  discords  which  had  arisen 
between  the  generals  of  the  party  of  Abu  Sadi  and  Ahmed 
Ben  Muhamad  Ben  Giaftar  Ben  Sofian  El  Machzumi  still 
continued.  The  latter,  who  was  a  man  of  great  excellence, 
rich,  magnificent,  and  liberal,  held  his  splendid  residence  at 
G-ezira  Xucar,  and  he  also  now  departed  from  the  allegiance 
he  had  previously  paid  to  Aben  Sad  ;  but  fearing  an  attack 
from  the  formidable  power  of  that  leader,  he  wrote  to  the 
AJmohades,  offering  his  allegiance  to  their  sovereign  if 
assured  of  being  received  into  his  protection.  Meanwhile 
he  fortified  himself  in  Gezira  Xucar,  into  which  place  he 
assembled  many  of  his  partizans,  among  whom  was  the 
resolute  and  valiant  captain  Abul  Aben  Ahmed  Ben  Maad 
of  Udes,  with  other  generals,  in  whom  El  Machzumi  placed 
his  confidence.  He  then  publicly  withdrew  his  allegiance 
from  Aben  Sad  Ben  Mardanis,  whom  he  deposed  by  public 
proclamation,  declaring  him  to  be  a  bad  Mosleman,  and 
the  friend  of  the  Infidel. 

In  the  year  566,  the  Prince  Cid  Abu  Hafaz  commenced 
the  foundation  of  Akantara  Tensifa,  and  the  works  were 
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oonimonced  m-cordingly,  tho  iiret  Imiid  bring  laid  thcix>to  on 
Sunday   thy   3rd  dnv'of  ilie    moon    Saibi,    in   iho   iibove- 
luiMitiuncd  yi'iir.     Aliout  tlio  same  period  the  Kinfj;  Juzef 
Abu  .lakob'determiucd  to  paas  into  Spain,  partly  lor  the 
purpose  of  assuring  and  forlifyint;  his  frontiers,  but  prin- 
cipally in  the  hope  of  giving  life  to  the  sacred  war  a-^ainsi 
the  Infidels.     He  passed  the  Sea  of  A/,akac  very  happily, 
and,  -without  pausing  to  engage  in  any  other  warlike  under-^ 
takingc!,  proceeded  at  once  to  Medina  Seville.     The  day  of 
bis  cntraueo  into  that  city  was  one  of  great  festival ;  he 
was  accoaipanied  by  the  principal  cavaliers  of  the  district, 
and  escorted  by  the  fme  cavalry  of  those  Comarcas,  all  the 
inhabitants    of  the  city  couung  forth  to   meet   him  with 
reiterated  acclamations.'    He  then  received  the  visits  of  the 
Cadies  and  governors  of  cities,  witli  the  Alimes  and  Alfakies, 
•who   hastened  from  every  part  of  Spain   to    salute    their 
sovereign.     The  king  then  made  inquiry  into  the  condition 
of  the°  provinces  and   cities,  obtaining  information   from 
those  personages  respecting   such    arrangements    as   were 
desirable  for  tlie  tranquillity  and  security  of  their  respective 
districts,  as  well  as  for  the  more  eflbctual  adminifftration  of 
justice. 

On  the  7th  day  of  the  moon  Dylhagia,  in  the  year  566, 
the  tower  of  Mertula,  which  had  been  erected  at  the 
command  of  Cid  Abu  Abdullah  Ben  Ali  Hafaz,  v>  as  declared 
completed:  the  superintendent  of  tliis  work  was  the  Alfaki 
and  Alcayde  Abu  Bekar  Ben  Ali  Barbostar. 

'The  Wall  Muhaniad  Aben  €adi  Ben  Mardanis  still 
retained  his  seat  in  the  eastern  parts  of  Spain,  as  hath 
been  related  ;  but  not  without  continual  disquietude 
and  alarms.  After  the  terrible  defeats  of  Asabicat  a,nd 
Agilaub  his  power  declined  visibly,  and  the  discords  which 
reigned  among  his  kinsmen  and  generals  daily  debilitating 
the  party  of  Aben  Sadi,  it  was  not  without  great  diffi- 
culty that  he  maintained  the  cities  and  strongholds  of  his 
sovereignty.  He  passed  the  greater  part  of  his  time  in 
Valencia,  and  from  that  point  he  repaired  from  time  to 
time  to  the  provinces  and  cities  of  his  lordship,  which  were 
those  situate  on  the  coast  of  the  Mediterranean  Sea  from 
Tarragona  to  Cartagena  Alhalfe,  comprising  the  fortified 
towns  of  Murbiter,  Xucar   Xativa,  Denia,  Leeant,  Xegura, 
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and  Lorca.  To  these  were  added  the  city  of  MuTcia,  with  all 
its  Comarcas,  and  not  a  few  cities  on  the  frontiers  thereof. 
The  father-ill-law  of  Muhamad  Aben  Sad  Ben  Mardanis, 
even  Ibrahim  Aben  Hamusek,  who  governed  the  city  of 
Murcia  in  his  name,  liad  withdrawn  from  him  the  friendship 
previously  existing  between  them,  because  Aben  Sadi  had 
attributed  the  adversities  which  his  armies  had  suffered  in 
battle  to  a  want  of  courage  on  the  part  of  Ibrahim  Ben 
Hamusek ;  and  the  latter,  oflended  by  that  reproach,  had 
retired  from  Murcia  to  the  city  "of  Xegura,  of  which  he 
declared  himself  the  independent  lord.  Abu  Ishak  Ben 
Ibrahim  Ben  Hamusek  furthermore  took  measures  for 
the  fortification  of  his  castles  against  Muhamad  Aben  fSad, 
and  among  those  he  thus  strengthened  was  more  parti- 
cularly that  known  by  the  name  of  Nodar  Aben  Hamusek. 

In  like  manuer  proceeded  Abu  Bekar  Aben  Sofian,  "Wall  of 
Grezira  Xucar,  who  having  also  forfeited  the  confidence 
of  Aben  Sad  in  the  luckless  battles  of  Asabicat  and 
Agilaub,  abandoned  his  party  openly,  and  raising  his 
banners  against  his  former  friend,  entrenched  himself  in 
Medina  Xucar,  as  aforesaid.  Yet,  fearing  lesi  Muhamad 
Aben  Sad  should  march  a  force  against  him  which  would 
be  beyond  his  powers  of  resistance,  he  wrote  to  the 
Almohade  generals  requesting  their  aid.  And  Aben  Sad 
did  in  efteot  despatch  his  son  Abul  Hegiag  Juzef  to  occupy  the 
Comarcas  of  Grezira  Xucar,  and  to  besiege  Abu  Bekar  Aben 
Sofian  in  that  city. 

Abul  Hegiag,  who  had  a  large  body  of  cavalry  and  well- 
appointed  foot  soldiers  under  his  command,  commenced  the 
siege  accordingly,  surrounding  the  town  so  closely  that  from 
the"  Moon  Xawal  in  the  year  556  to  that  of  Dylhagia  in  the 
same  year,  no  living  being  but  the  eagles  could  enter  the 
city  ;  the  son  of  Aben  Sad  Ben  Mardanis  also  ravaged  the 
Comarcas  of  Grezira  during  an  entire  montli. 

The  besieged  having  consumed  all  their  stores  of  pro- 
visions, soon  became  exhausted  to  such  a  degree  that  the 
citizens,  not  having  any  hope  of  relief,  could  no  longer  endure 
the  privations  they  were  made  to  sufier,  and  no  long  time 
elapsed  before  tliey  began  to  murmur  publicly  against  Aben 
Sofian.  At  length,  a  man,  who  was  one  of  the  most  noble 
and  respected  of  the  inhabitanta,  Abu  Ayab   Bee  Hillel 


24  DOMINION  OF  THE  ARABS  IN  SPAIN.  [a.D.  1171. 

iiamolv,  takiiif];  counsol  witli  otliors  .'iiiionc;  ilu^  ])rip(;ipal 
citi/.ous,  porsuadc'd  llie  garrison  tliat  they  oiigiit  no  longer 
to  t'onliili>  in  tho  strong  position  of  the  citadel,  since  if  tho 
enemy  found  means  to  force  au  entrance  into  the  city,  tho 
inhabitants  were  now  so  much  debilitated  that  tliey  could 
not  walk,  nnicii  less  fight ;  so  that  even  tho  bravest  of  their 
number  Avould  iimi  himself  destitute  of  strength  to  do  any 
thing  in  its  defence.  Aiul  that  assert  ion  was  strictly  true, 
the  extremities  to  which  they  were  reduced  b)*  hunger  being 
such  that  as  a  consequence  of  those  suiferings  the  most 
robust  among  them  remained  weak  and  ailing  all  the  rest 
of  his  life. 

Abul  Ilegiag  Juzcf  Aben  Sad  Ben  Mardanis  then 
obtained  possession  of  the  city,  and  when  he  returned  to 
Murcia  he  took  with  him  Abu  Ayab  Ecu  llillel,  whom  he 
ever  afterwards  held  in  much  esteem.  Aben  Sad  subse- 
quently conferred  the  charge  of  defending  those  frontiers  on 
his  brothei'. 

The  verses  composed  by  Abu  Bckar  Ben  Sofian,  and  in 
which  he  requested  auxiliaries  from  the  Almohades  when 
besieged  in  Xucar,  are  still  preserved,  and  dwell  much  on 
the  hardships  endured  by  the  defenders  of  that  city.  Ben 
Sofian  subsequently  took  refuge  with  the  Almohades,  but 
having  found  means  to  establish  a  secret  understanding 
with  certain  among  the  inhabitants  of  Valencia,  he  ulti- 
mately succeeded  in  making  good  his  entrance  into  the 
city,  whose  inhabitants  were  highly  discontented,  and  had 
long  desired  to  be  under  the  protection  of  a  prince  pow^erful 
as  was  Juzef  Abu  Jakob,  rather  than  that  of  a  less  mighty 
ruler.     All  these  things  took  place  in  the  year  556. 

Abdallah  Muhamad  Aben  Sad  Ben  Mardanis  instantly 
despatched  his  son  with  an  army  to  counteract  the  purposes 
of  Abu  Bekar  Ben  Sofian,  and  those  troops  besieged  tho 
city  during  three  months,  both  by  land  and  sea ;  but  Abu 
Bekar  Ben  Sofian,  to  whom  the  command  of  the  place  had 
been  entrusted  by  the  Almohade  sovereign,  defended  it  well, 
and  as  Abul  Hegiag  Ben  Abdallah,  at  the  end  of  the  time 
above  specified,  received  letters  from  his  father,  with  orders 
to  repair  to  the  succour  of  Tarragona,  where  the  Christians 
were  then  waging  a  cruel  war  against  him,  he  raised  the 
siege  of  Valencia  without,  delay. 
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Abiil  Hegiagthen  commanded  his  general,  Aly  Ben  Casim, 
to  sail  with  his  fleet  to  Tarragona,  while  he  led  his  cavalry, 
which  formed  a  very  large  body,  to  the  same  destination  by 
land.  Between  Tortosa  and  Tarragona,  Abul  Hegiag  then 
fought  several  battles  with  the  Christians,  a  constantly 
varying  fortune  presiding  on  either  side ;  but  the  Greneral 
Aly  Ben  Casim  defeated  the  infidels  with  terrible  slaughter 
in  a  great  sea  fight,  wherein  he  took  many  of  their  ships 
and  burnt  others,  inflicting  a  terrible  loss  on  them,  moreover, 
in  the  numbers  of  their  people  destroyed  on  that  occasion. 


CHAP.  XLIX.— Of  the   campaigns  of  the  almohades  ik  the 

TERKITORIES  OF  THE  CHRISTIANS.  THEY  DEFEAT  THE  INFIDEL 
COJIMANDER,  SANCHO  ALBULBAUDA.  THEY  TAKE  TARRAGONA.  OF 
THE  MARRIAGE  OF  THE  AMEER  AMMUMININ  JUZEF  BEN  ABDELMUMEN 
IN  SPAIN.      HE  EETURNS  TO  AFRICA. 

The  Almohades  were  meanwhile  obtaining  many  triumphs 
on  the  frontiers  of  the  Christians  ;  King  Juzef  Abu  Jakob 
having  sallied  forth  with  a  determination  to  carry  on  the 
Algazua,  or  Sacred  War,  eflectually.  He  marched  from 
Seville  with  a  mighty  force,  and  overran  the  territories  of 
Toledo,  wherein  he  made  terrible  devastations.  Having 
rendered  himself  master  of  the  fortresses  of  Cantara  al  Seif, 
with  the  frontiers  and  Comarcas  of  that  command,  the  king 
plundered  the  towns  thereof ;  the  country  he  had  previously 
laid  waste ;  he  put  the  people  to  the  sword,  and  made  a  vast 
number  of  Christians  captive.  King  Juzef  then  returned  in 
triumph  to  Seville,  his  soldiers  loaded  with  spoil,  and 
leading  troops  of  prisoners  in  their  train. 

In  the  commencement  of  the  year  567,  the  Ameer 
Amuminin  Abu  Jakob  Ben  Abdelmumen  commanded  that 
a  magnificent  Aljama  should  be  erected  in  Seville,  and  the 
works  being  carried  on  with  infinite  diligence,  the  structure 
was  completed  in  the  Moon  Dylhagia  of  the  same  year. 
He  appointed  the  renowned  and  erudite  Abu  Cazim  Ben 
Gafir  Abderahman  Alneboni  to  be  the  principal  Chacib  ;* 

*  Cbatib  or  Alchatib  :  preacher  in  the  mosque. 
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and  not  contcMit.  with  Iho  Aljjinm,  ho  furthonnore  con- 
structeil  lla>  bridgo  ovit  tho  r'wvr,  wliicli  ho  iiiado  ol'  boats 
cbaiuod  togol'Iier,  erect inp;  vast  edifices  at  cithci-  end  of  tlie 
bridge,  which  last  -were  destined  to  sen'e  as  magazines. 
Abu  Jakob  idso  coniinnndoMl  Ifiat  1  he  •wall  of  the  Zalelic 
should  be  raised  and  npaiivd,  eomjjletiiig  it  to  the  ibuuda- 
l  ions  of  the  Bab  Geiiuar,  and  building  two  vrater-ferrics  or 
wharves  for  tho  daily  discharge  of  shi])s;  he  also  furnished 
the  same  w  ith  lliglits  of  stej)S,  even  to  the  edge  of  the  water. 

The  king  caused  water,  moreover,  to  be  conducted  from 
ihe  fort  of  Gabir  to  the  entrance  of  Seville ;  Abu  Jakob 
expended  immense  sums  in  these  and  similar  undertakings 
in  Andalusia,  employing  himself  with  the  same  during  a 
period  of  four  years  and  ten  months.  Thus  the  return  of 
the  king  to  Morocco  did  not  take  place  nntil  the  sacred 
month  of  Xaban  in  the  year  571 ;  and  before  leaving  Spain 
he  made  more  than  one  successful  campaign  in  the 
Axarquia  of  that  country,  occupying  numerous  towns, 
some  of  which  acknowledged  his  authority  of  their  own 
accord,  while  others  were  subjugated  by  force  of  arms. 

In  the  year  507,  Abu  Abdallah  Muhamad  Ben  Sad  Aben 
Mardanis,  Ameer  of  Eastern  Spain,  departed  from  life  in 
the  Island  of  Majorca.  It  is  true  that  tliis  date  is  not  the 
one  given  by  all  the  writers  ;  some  affirming  Abu  Mvdiamad 
Ahen  INIardanis  to  have  died  in  561,  while  others  maintain 
that  this  event  did  not  take  place  until  509.  He  was  suc- 
ceeded by  his  son  Abul  Hegiag  Juzef  Ben  Muharaad  Ben 
Sad  Aben  Mardanis,  who  then  became  Ameer  of  all  Eastern 
Spain. 

Abul  Feder,  speaking  of  this  family,  declares  that  on  the 
death  of  the  Ameer  Abdallah  Muhamad  Aben  Mardanis, 
who  was  lord  of  Murcia,  Valencia,  and  many  other  cities, 
his  sons  souglit  refuge  in  Africa  with  the  King  Juzef  Abu 
Jakob,  .surrendering  their  states  to  that  monarch,  all 
being  convinced  that  they  could  not  maintain  themselves 
therein,  because  the  Christians  waged  increasing  war 
against  them  on  the  one  side,  while  the  African  Almohades 
harassed  them  on  the  other,  thus  keeping  the  country  in 
perpetual  turmoil.  For  these  causes  they  placed  the  whole  of 
their  states,  according  to  the  authorities  here  cited,  in  the 
hands  of  the  Ameer  Amumenin  Abu  Jakob,  who  thereby 
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obtained  from  the  favour  of  fortune  what  lie  could  scarcely 
have  hoped  to  -w-in  by  force  of  arms.  He  conferred  other 
states  and  titles  on  the  Abeu  Sades,  and  took  a  sister  of 
those  princes  to  wife, — ^an  event  which  occurred  no  long  time 
after  the  death  of  Abdallah  Muharaad  Ben  Sad  Aben  Mar- 
danis.  About  this  time  it  was  that  Abu  Juzef  Jakob  built 
a  city  near  Gebal  Petali ;  and  this  work  he  undertook 
principally  vrith  a  view  to  the  occupation  of  his  one  hundred 
thousand  soldiers. 

In  the  year  578,  the  Prince  Cid  Abu  Bekar  attacked  the 

territories  of  the  Christian  King  in  the  neighbourhood  of 

Toledo,  when  he  carried  his  incursions  even  to  the  gates  of 

the  city,   slaying  vast   numbers  of  the   people,    capturing 

others,  destroying  the   towns,   burning  the   villages,   and 

laying  waste  the  cultivated  fields.     And  now  the  terrified 

Christians  were  on  the  point  of  submitting  themselves  to 

his    authority,  when   the  general  of  the  Infidels,   Sancho, 

known  by  the  name  of  Abulbarda,  having  gathered  a  large 

body  of  troops,   salhed  forth  against  the  Almohades,  wliom 

he  encountered  vrith  that  army.     This  name  of  Abulbarda 

was  given  to  the  General  Sancho  on  account  of  a  precious 

saddle  and  housings  which  it  was  his  custom  to  use,  and 

which  was  most  splendidly  decorated  with  rich  workmanship 

in  gold  and  precious  stones. 

When  the  host  of  the  Almohades  encountered  that  of 
Abulbai'da  in  battle,  the  Moslemah  forces  defeated  the 
Infidel  by  the  aid  of  God ;  and  their  general  himself,  even 
Sancho  Alabarda,  died  bravely  fighting  as  a  good  warrior  is 
bound  to  do.  Nay,  the  carnage  made  among  the  Christiana 
on  that  occasion  was  so  great,  that  of  all  the  cavaliers  and 
army  there  scarcely  escaped  a  man ;  and  we  find  it  related 
of  those  who  had  been  led  by  Abulbarda,  that  no  less  tlian 
thirty-six  thousand  perished  on  the  part  of  the  Christians 
in  that  conflict. 

Nor  were  the  fortunes  of  the  Ameer  Amumiuin  Juzef 
Abu  Jakob  leSs  prosperous  in  the  year  559,  seeing  that  he 
made  himself  master  of  the  city  of  Tarcuna*  in  Eastern 
Spain:  his  conquering  soldiers  fell  on   the    Comarcas   of 

*  Tarragona. 
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that  stronpliold  as  dotli  tin*  foar-iiispirinp^  Innpost ;  thoy 
j?ave  up  tho  country  to  lire  ami  tin.'  sword,  (U'stroyiiifJj  tlio 
labours  of  the  husbandman,  and  AvateriiiK  the  Hclds  witli  tho 
blood  of  tho  cultivators.  Such  of"  the  inhabitants  as  did  not 
fall  beneath  their  weapons  thev  led  captive,  carrying  away 
their  Hocks,  and  sweepiui;  oil'  all  the  products  of  the  earth. 
That  successful  campaign  concluded,  tho  Almohado  army 
then  returned  to  Seville. 

In  the  year  570,  King  .Tuzef  Abu  Jakob,  desiring  to 
Bccuro  the  peace  and  tranquillity  of  Spain,  resolved  on  that 
alliance  to  which  allusion  has  been  made  in  a  previous  page, 
and  took  to  wife  the  beautiful  daughter  of  Abdallah 
]\Iuhamad  Ben  Sad  Aben  Mardauis,  whose  brother  was 
then  lord  of  Denia,  Xativa,  and  the  greater  part  of  Eastern 
Spain.  To  receive  and  do  honour  to  that  lady,  the  Ameer 
Aiuuminiu  caused  a  niagnificcut  Miherghaua  to  be  con- 
structed, and  the  work  was  such  that  tliere  is  no  tongue 
which  could  adequately  describe  the  costliness,  beauty,  and 
vast  extent  thereof.  In  the  year  571,  King  .Tuzef  passed 
over  to  his  African  dominions  and  repaired  to  Morocco. 
In  that  year  a  terrible  pestilence  carried  desolation  through 
the  whole  land  of  Almagreb ;  many  died  of  the  same  in 
Morocco,  and  among  their  number  were  three  sons  of 
King  Abdelmumen  Ben  AJy,  Cid  Abu  Ibrahim,  Cid  Abu 
Said,  and  Cid  Abu  Zacaria,  the  governor  of  Bugia,  with  the 
Xeque  Abu  Ilafas  Ben  Yahye,  of  the  tribe  of  llentita,  who 
was  the  founder  of  the  race  of  Abu  Hafis  :  the  Cadi  Abu 
Juzef  Ilegiag  Ben  Juzof  also  died  of  that  malady.  In  the 
following  year  the  Xeque  Abu  Ishak  Ibraliim  Aben 
Hamusek  died  at  Mekinesa, — an  event  which  took  place  in 
the  Moon  Safer  of  that  year;  and  in  574  the  renowned 
Xeque  'Abderahman  Ben  Tahir  also  died  in  Medina 
Morocco.  He  had  been  AYali  of  jMurcia  until  deposed  by 
Aben  Ayadh,  but  after  that  deposition  had  passed  over  to 
Africa  and  joined  himself  to  the  party  of  the  Almohades,  in 
whose  capital  of  Moi'occo  he  died  as  above  related.  The 
distinguished  Andalusian  here  in  question  made  admirable 
verses,  and  some  which  he  addressed  to  his  son  Abdelhac  are 
still  preserved,  as  are  his  canzonets  of  love  composed  in 
honour  of  the  daughter  of  the  Vizier  Abdel  Atia,  with  others 
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of  a  moral  import,  to  vchkh.  El  Zieari  of  Valencia  not  un- 
frequeutly  refers  in  his  lectures  and  discourses. 

About  the  same  time  died  that  renowned  general  of 
Muhamad  Abdailah  Abeu  Sad  Mardanis,  called  Ahmed  Ben 
Abderahman  Eloski,  of  Talavera,  who  had  also  retired  to 
Morocco  after  his  separation  from  the  party  of  Aben  Sad, 
and  passed  many  years  in  that  city;  but  subsequently 
returned  to  Andalusia,  and  died  at  Malaga  in  574,  as  just 
related.  Having  been  distinguished  for  his  genius  as  mnch 
as  renowned  for  his  ability  in  war,  Ahmed  Ben  Abderahman 
Eloski  had  many  admirers,  and  by  them  he  was  buried  with 
great  pomp  in  the  Vega  of  Malaga.  The  site  chosen  by 
his  friends  for  that  purpose  was  a  very  pleasant  one ;  and 
around  the  tomb  they  planted  twelve  beautiful  trees,  bearing 
flowers  and  fruit  at  the  same  time.  His  verses  on  the  Lion 
Hunt  held  at  Morocco  in  564  are  yet  extant,  as  is  the  poem, 
also  written  by  Ahmed  Ben  Abderahman  Eloski,  on  the 
flower  of  the  almond  tree,  which  announces  to  us  the  return 
of  the  spring,  and  is  the  first  bright  smile  of  the  year, 
preceding  the  radiant  Season  of  Delights. 

King  Juzef  Aben  Jakob  remained  at  his  court  of  Morocco 
until  the  commencement  of  the  year  575,  wlicn  he  received 
intelligence  to  the  efiect  that  an  insurrection  had  broken 
out  in  Velad  Africa,  where  the  Greneral  Abeu  Ziri  had 
collected  troops,  and,  exciting  the  people  of  Cafisa  to  revolt, 
was  disturbing  the  entire  province.  The  king  then  w^rote 
to  his  ^"Walies,  commanding  them  to  assemble  their  forces 
without  delay ;  and  a  considerable  army  having  been  raised 
accordingly,  the  Ameer  Amuminin  Juzef  Abeu  Jakob 
marched  to  Velad  Africa  in  person. 

Ai-rived  before  Cafisa,  he  besieged  that  city  with  unre- 
mitting eagerness,  giving  the  defenders  neither  peace  nor 
truce,  but  harassing  tliem  by  perpetual  assaults,  until  he 
at  length  made  good  his  entrance  by  force  of  arms.  But 
the  final  combat  on  that  occasion  was  reserved  for  the 
public  place  or  square  of  Cafisa,  where  the  followers  of 
Aben  Ziri  were  defeated  with  a  fearful  amount  of  slaughter, 
their  general  himself  dying  sword  in  hand.  And  so  ended 
that  rebel. 

fiutthe  insurrection  was  still  not  entirely  quelled,  nor  did  the 
completion  of  this  aflair  take  place  until  the  commencement 
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of  iho  yonr  570,  wlioii  K'uis;  Juzpf  Alien  Jakob,  passing 
throui^li  llio  wholi*  province,  tbund  means  to  subjugate  the 
rebellious  tribes ;  antl  liaving  tranquiJlised  all,  retm-ned  in 
triumph  to  liia  court  nt  JVloroceo,  into  wliich  city  bo 
nevertheless  did  not  make  liis  entry  until  the  vear  577. 

Towards  the  eloso  ot"  tlio  preceding  ycav  there  had  been 
a  great  mortality  in  Africa,  and  many  of  the  inhabitants 
had  beiMi  swept  away.  It  was  at  the  samt^  ])eriod  that 
Abeu  Zargau  ^lesaud,  son  of  the  Sultan  of  lliliai,  entered, 
the  service  of  Knag  Aben  Jakob,  with  a  large  and.  very 
brilliant  body  of  horse.  In  the  year  578  the  Ameer 
Amuminin  took  a  journey  for  the  purpose  of  revisiting 
the  various  works  which  he  had  commanded  to  be  under- 
taken at  the  Almadenes,  or  Mines,  and  at  that  time  he 
built  tlie  stronghold  of  Zicandar,  which  gives  its  name  to 
those  Almadenes. 


CHAP.  L. — The  a:.ieeb  AM:rMI^^N  eetttrks  to  sf^in.    siege  oh' 

SANT  HAUEN  (SANTAREM).      srNGTJLAR  OCCTJEEEN'CE.      DEATH  01'   THE 
EIlTG  JUZEE  ABU  JAKOB.     ACCESSION  OE  JAKOB  AXMANiZOB. 

In  the  year  579,  King  Juzef  Abu  Jakob  passed  into  Spain, 
and  entered  on  his  third  campaign  in  the  Holy  War.  He 
had  departed  from  Morocco  on  Saturday,  the  twenty-fifth  day 
of  the  moon  Xawal  in  that  year,  leaving  the  city  by  the 
bab  or  gate  of  Delala,  with  intent  to  proceed  to  tlie  province 
of  Africa ;  but  on  his  arrival  at  Sale,  there  came  to  meet 
him  the  General  Abu  Abdallah  Mohamad  Ben  Ishak,  with 
the  assurance  that  all  was  now  tranquil  and  secure  through- 
out the  whole  province ;  wliereupon  the  Ameer  Amuminin 
changed  his  order  of  march,  and  determined  to  pass  over 
into  Spain,  as  he  consequently  did,  departing  from  Sale  on 
Thursday,  the  30th  of  Dylcada,  in  the  above-named  year. 
.Abu  Jakob  then  arrived  happily  at  Dhaher  de  Velad,  which 
city  he  entered  on  the  second  Giuma*  after  his  departure 
from  Sale.  On  "Wednesday,  the  Gth  of  the  moon  Dylhagia, 
the  Ameer  Amuminin  re-entered  Mekineza,  where  he  re- 
mained until  after  the  Festival  of  the  Idaladhaha,  wliich 
took  place  towards  the  close  of  Dylhagia.     He  then  pro- 

*  Giuma :  Friday. 
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ceeded  to  Medina  Fez,  where  he  passed  the  remainder  of 
the  month.  At  the  commencement  of  the  year  580,  and 
on  the  fourth  day  of  Muharram,  King  Juzef  Abu  Jakob 
left  Medina  Fez  for  Cebta,  seeing  that  he  had  commanded 
the  generals  to  assemble  in  that  city  sucli  troops  as  he 
proposed  to  take  with  him  into  Spain.  The  first  who  thea 
crossed  the  sea  were  the  tribes  of  Zeneta,  Masamuda, 
Magarava,  Zanhaga,  and  Owara,  with  many  other  of  the 
Cabilas  from  Barbary.  These  were  followed  without  delay 
by  the  army  of  the  Almohades,  Algazaces,  and  crossbowmen ; 
and  when  the  great  body  of  the  soldiery  had  passed  tbe 
Strait,  King  Abu  Jakob  also  traversed  the  same  with  his 
guards,  his  viziers,  and  the  nobles  of  his  train.  His  embar- 
cation  took  place  on  Thursday,  the  fifth  day  of  the  moon 
Safex',  in  the  above-named  year ;  and  he  landed  at  G-ebal 
Fetal:,  in  the  spacious  and  secure  harbour  of  that  city. 

From  Gebal  Fetah  the  King  continued  his  march  to 
Gezira  Alhadra,  whence  he  proceeded  to  Gebal  Asulf,  and 
then  by  Calat-Chulan,  Aukes,  Xeres,  and  Nebrija,  to 
Medina  Seville.  Having  remained  there  during  Friday, 
the  23rd  of  the  moon  Safer,  Abu  Jakob  enter-^d  Guad- 
Bagar ;  and  it  is  related  that  his  son,  the  Cid  Abu 
Ishac,  with  the  Alfakies  and  Xeques  of  Seville,  liaving  left 
that  city  to  meet  and  do  homage  to  his  person,  he  sent  to 
command  that  they  should  await  his  coming  in  Almunia, 
making  halt  there  until  he  arrived. 

Having  performed  the  Azala  of  Adohar,  or  prayer  of  the 
mid-day,  Abu  Jakob  then  mounted  his  horse,  and  soon 
arrived  where  the  Prince  and  Xeques  were  awaiting  him. 
All  dismounted  from  their  horses  the  moment  their  sovereign 
came  in  sight,  and  the  King,  also  dismounting,  embraced 
his  son ;  after  which  the  whole  company  remounted,  and 
at  once  took  their  way  towards  Medina  Sant  Aren,  in  tha 
Algarve  of  Spain :  thus  commenced  the  march  for  the 
Gazua,  or  Sacred  AVar,  the  Ameer  and  his  company  reaching 
that  city  on  the  seventh  day  of  Eebie  Primera,  in  the 
year  580. 

Abu  Jakob  at  once  established  his  camp  before  Sant 
Aren,  besieging  the  place  very  closely,  and  assaulting  it 
with  various  machines  and  engines  of  war.     There  the  con- 
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liimcd  surprises  uliicli  wore  preparoil  fi)r  the  dcfcmlera 
kept  Ihem  dh  tlie  alert  clay  and  iiif^lit,  insomueh  that  tlieir 
garrison  was  nmch  exhausted  ;  but  in  tlie  night  of  the 
25th  of  Ki-bie  I'riinera,  the  King  gave  orders  for  tlie 
removal  of  his  eainp  to  tlie  North  and  NVc^st  oft  he  town, — 
n  deteniiiuation  which  he  had  taken  in  diix-et  opposition  to 
the  wishes  of  his  most  experienced  Alcaydes  ;  but  none  dared 
question  the  will  of  the  Ameer.  At  nightfall  of  the  day 
when  this  order  liad  been  given,  tlie  King,  having  made 
his  Azahi  of  the  last  Alaxa,*  summoned  his  son,  Cid  Abu 
Ishae,  AVali  of  Seville,  to  his  presence,  when  he  eominanded 
the  Prince  to  march,  before  the  dawu  of  the  coming  day,  for 
an  incursion  which  Abu  Jakob  had  resolved  to  make  on  the 
territory  of  Lisbona ;  giving  orders,  moreover,  to  the  effect 
that  Cid  Abu  Tsliac  should  take  with  him  the  troops  of 
Andalusia,  and  let  their  march  be  ever  made  in  the  day- 
time, hojiiugthus  to  render  the  Sacred  "War  more  successful. 

Now  in  these  commands  there  was  something  not  rightly 
understood;  Cid  Abu  Isliac  believing  his  father  to  have 
given  orders  for  leaving  the  camp  and  returning  to  Seville 
during  the  night ;  for  the  Devil  sent  a  rumour  tlirougk 
the  whole  leaguer,  to  the  effect  that  Abu  Jakob  had  com- 
manded that  the  camp  itself  should  be  struck  that  night ; 
whei-eupon  the  whole  army  set  itself  in  motion,  troop  after 
troop,  and  departing,  as  they  believed  themselves  com- 
manded to  do,  the  soldiers  continued  their  march  through 
the  entire  night. 

The  dawn  had  but  just  appeared  when  Cid  Abu  Ishac 
also  prepared  to  march,  as  he  too  supposed  himself  to  have 
been  ordered  to  do  by  the  King  his  father ;  wherefore,  with 
the  first  light  of  day  his  companies  likewise  departed, 
many  others  soon  marching  after  them.  The  King  mean- 
while remained  in  his  pavilion,  knowing  nothing  of  what  had 
taken  place. 

But  by  the  time  that  the  Ameer  Amumiuin  had 
risen  and  made  his  Azala  of  Azohbi,  the  dawn  had 
brightened  into  day,  and  Abu  Jakob  then  discovered  that 
his  camp  was  without  troops,  save  only  the  small  body  of 
his  guard,  and  those  attached  to  his  baggage-ti-ain,  with  a 

*  The  Alatana  or  Alaxa  is  the  prayer  made  at  the  close  of  night. — Tr. 
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few  Audalusiaus  of  his  Spanish  guard,  and  there  remained 
besides  that  horde  of  idlers  which  ever  hangs  about  a  camp, 
but  which  can  serve  no  otlier  purpose  than  that  of  caus- 
ing confusion,  and  increasing  the  embarrassment  of  any 
difficulty  which  may  chance  to  ai'ise  amidst  the  contin- 
gencies of  war.  This  band  had  not  been  able  to  quicken 
its  movements  to  such  an  extent  as  to  depart  with  the  main 
body,  the  haste  of  whose  march  hath  been  already  notified  ; 
and' the  motley  crowd  was  still  in  its  quarters. 

When  the  sun  arose,  the  Christians  discovered  from  their 
watch-towers  and  walls  that  the  camp  had  been  struck,  and 
that  none  now  remained  but  the  few  soldiers  attached  to 
the  service  of  the  King's  pavilion.  They  were  also  quickly 
afterwards  informed  by  their  spies  and  algazaces  that  the 
Almohade  army  had  of  a  certainty  departed  from  the  field. 
The  gates  were'  thereupon  opened  instantly,  and  the  whole 
force  of  the  city  sallied  forth,  crying  in  their  tongue,  "  Upon 
them  ! — upon  them !  On  the  King !  AVhere  is  he  ?"  The 
Christian  cavalry  then  attacked  the  tents  of  the  guard, 
and,  slaying  all  whom  they  found,  soon  penetrated  to  Abu 
Jakob's"  pavilion  ;  they  tore  the  bed-clothes  and  curtains  in 
their  rage,  and  surrounded  the  Ameer  Amuminin,  who  had 
only  his  sword  wherewith  to  defend  himself,  but  who 
nevertheless  killed  the  first  six  of  his  assailants ;  yet  the 
numbers  who  crowded  around  him  prevailed,  and,  pierced 
through  with  their  lances,  he  fell  covered  with  wounds.  In 
like  manner  certain  damsels  of  his  hareem,  whose  tents  were 
within  the  enclosures  of  the  King's  pavilion,  were  put  to 
death  by  the  lances  of  the  Christian  combatants. 

Scarcely  had  the  Ameer  fallen,  thus  valiantly  resisting  liia 
enemies,  when  two  Almohade  cavaliers,  at  the  head  of  a 
brave  troop  of  their  followers,  whom  it  pleased  God  to 
send,  broke  through  the  Infidel  ranks,  making  a  notable 
slaughter  among  them,  and  driving  such  as  they  did  not  slay 
to  take  refuge  within  their  ranks.  A  few  hours  later  the 
larger  part  of  the  army  also  returned,  when  the  siege  was 
renewed,  and  the  city  was  attacked  with  such  a  lurious 
desire  for  vengeance,  that  nothing  could  resist  the  impetuo- 
sity of  that  rage  ;  and  the  place  being  taken  by  storm,  more 
than  ten  thousand  persons  fell  beneath  the  Almohade 
swords.     The  besieged  fought  as    do  men  who  are  driven 
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to  (lospair ;  sinco  thoy  Icnow  tli.at  not  one  of  them  would  be 
sutU'roil  to  ivtain  his  life.  Ainoiipf  the  Mosloniah  likewise 
were  maiiv  wiio  died  that  day,  li<diliiiir  liko  ■\voiiiidod  lioiiB 
and  rac;mrr  tij^ers. 

Tli(^  camp  was  ikiw  raised,  and  the  troops  man-hed  from 
that  ill-omened  eity,  bat  ■vvitiiout  kuowiiip;  uliither  they 
were  directinp^  their  steps,  nor  even  yet  uble  to  comprehend 
what  had  befallen  them.  Silent  and  dejected,  the  soldiers 
followed  th(>  call  of  the  si_c;nals  for  movinc^ ;  and  in  this 
mournful  pliio^ht  the  army  returned  to  Seville.  On  that 
sorrowful  march  the  illustrious  monarch,  .Tuzef  Abu  Jakob, 
expired  from  the  loss  of  blood  caused  by  his  many  -woundi!), 
any  one  of  which  must  needs  have  proved  mortal :  that 
lamentable  event  took  place,  according  to  Matruc,  on 
Saturday,  the  twelfth  day  of  Eebie  Postrera,  in  the  year 
580 ;  and  this  writer  affirms  that  the  King  died  near  Gezira 
Alhadra,  when  on  his  way  to  embark  for  Africa,  his  remains 
being  thence  conveyed  to  Tinmaul,  and  interred  near  tlie 
sepulchre  of  his  father,  Abdelmumen.  Others  say  that  he 
did  not  expire  before  he  had  reached  Moi'occo,  from  which 
city,  as  these  authors  relate,  it  was  that  the  body  was  taken 
to  Tinmaul,  which  was  done  by  order  of  Abu  Jakob's  son 
and  successor,  Jaliob  Aben  Juzef,  who  had  taken  the  com- 
mand of  the  troops  from  the  day  when  his  father  had  re- 
ceived those  wounds  of  which  he  died. 

But  in  contradiction  of  all  this,  Aben  Tahye  Ben  Omeira 
assures  us  that  King  Juzef  died  at  the  passage  of  the 
Tagus,  immediately  after  the  camp  had  been  broken  up 
from  Santarem ;  but  that  his  death  was  kept  secret,  and 
the  body  taken  to  Seville,  where  it  was  embalmed  for  tran- 
sportation to  Africa.  He  adds,  that,  being  conveyed  to 
Sale,  the  remains  of  the  Ameer  were  kept  for  some  time  in 
a  suburb  of  that  city,  called  Alfeth,  and  were  afterwards 
borne  to  the  sepulchre  of  Abdelmumen  Ben  Aly  in  Tin- 
maul, when  they  were  laid  near  the  tomb  of  the  last-men- 
tioned sovereign.  The  time  of  Juzef  Abu  Jakob's  reign 
was  twenty-two  years,  one  month,  and  six  days.  Tiie  death 
of  the  Ameer  was  concealed,  as  Aben  Tahye  declares,  by 
order  of  his  son,  until  the  Almohade  force  had  reached 
Sale,  when  it  was  made  known. 

God  only  is  Eternal.  There  is  no  Lord,  save  Him  alone ; 
neither  is  there  any  refuge  in  other  than  He. 


o.r: 


A.D.  IISI.]  ACCESSION  or  JAKOB  ABE?r  JUZEF.  35 

The  Ameer  Amuminin  Jakob  Aben  Juzef,  son  of  Juzef 
Abu  Jakob,  was  called  Abdallah  Jakob,  to  wbich  name  he 
added  the  appellation  of  Almauzor  Bifadl  Allah.  The 
mother  who  bore  him  was  the  daughter  of  his  fatlier's 
Vizier,  and  he  was  brought  to  life  in  the  palace  of  his 
grandfather  Abdelmumen  Ben  Alj, — an  eveut  which  oc- 
curred at  Morocco,  in  the  year  555.  This  sovereign  was 
called,  in  addition  to  the  names  previously  given,  Abu  Juzef. 
On  his  seal  he  caused  to  be  engraved  the  following  words  : 
"My  confidence  is  in  God." 

Jakob  Almanzor,  called  Bifadl  Allah,  was  of  the  middle 
height,  and  had  a  well-proportioned  figure.  His  complexion 
was  ruddy,  his  eyes  fine,  the  lashes  long,  the  eyebrows  meet- 
ing in  the  centre  of  the  brow ;  the  face  was  round,  the  nose 
perfect,  the  neck  slender,  the  shoulders  broad.  The  mind 
of  this  Sovereign  was  liberal,  his  heart  generous  and  com- 
passionate ;  he  was  persevering  and  brave,  eloquent  and 
leai-ned — the  friend  of  the  wise,  and  of  all  men  '  whose 
qualities  were  such  as  to  render  them  useful  to  religion 
and  the  state.  To  his  counsels  he  invited  only  men  of  the 
highest  distinction ;  and  these  he  honoured  not  only  during 
their  lives,  but  after  their  death,  seeing  that  it  was  his  wont 
to  accompany  them  to  their  graves ;  and  he  frequently 
paid  visits  to  the  tombs  of  those  honoured  dead,  at  later 
periods.  All  his  people  respected  as  well  as  loved  the  Ameer 
Jakob  Almanzor.  He  had  four  sons, — Osman,  who  was  his 
successor  in  the  empire,  Abu  Abdallah  Anasir,  Abu  Moha- 
mad Abdallah  Alfadil,  and  Abul  Ola  Edris  Almamuu.  His 
viziers,  and  alchatibes  or  secretaries,  were  those  of  his 
father,  whose  physicians  also  he  retained  as  his  own.  His 
Cadies  were  first,  Abu  Alabas  Ben  Medhama,  a  Cordovian, 
and  subsequently  Abu  Amraun  Muza,  son  of  the  Cadi 
Iza  Ben  Amratm. 

The  Ameer  Amuminin  Jakob  Almanzor  was  proclaimed 
on  the  nineteenth  day  of  the  moon  Eebie  Segunda  in  the 
year  580  ;  but  the  solemn  communication  of  his  accession 
to  the  throne  did  not  take  place  until  Saturday,  the  second 
day  of  Griumada  'Segunda,  in  the  same  year,  the  circum- 
stances which  compelled  him  to  conceal  the  death  of  his 
father  haviug  caused  it  to  be  deferred  thus  long.  The  death 
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(>r  this  monarch  took  placo  on  Tluirsday,  the  22iul  of 
]\L'l)io  rriincni,  in  tlu'  year  505,  or  as  others  my  on  (Jiuina 
the  23rcL  Tiiat  event  oecurred  at  tlic  ch)So  of  the  iiiglit, 
and  in  tlio  City  of  INIorocco.  The  remains  were  conveyed 
to  Tinmaul  for  interment,  and  -were  laid  near  those  of 
his  father,  Ahu  Jakoh,  and  of  liis  fjjrandfather,  AhiU'hnumen 
Beu  Aly.  Jakoh  Ahnanzor  completed  liis  fortieth  year  on 
the  day  of  hia  death,  liis  reign  liaving  endured  throuf^h 
five  thousand  one  hundred  and  two  days,  or,  wliat  is  the 
same  thing,  fourteen  years,  ek'ven  months,  and  four  days. 

The  first  care  of  Jakob  Aben  Juzef,  after  the  ])ublic 
solemnization  of  liis  accession  to  the  throne,  aiul  his  recej)- 
tiou  of  the  oath  of  allegiance,  was  to  take  one  hundred 
thousand  doubloons  of  gold  from  his  treasury,  and  command 
that  these  should  be  distributed  to  the  poor  of  the  villages 
ill  Almagreb.  lie  also  wrote  letters  to  the  provuices  at  that 
time,  giving  orders  for  the  setthig  at  liberty  of  all  suck 
prisoners  as  were  incarcerated  for  slight  oft'ences  only :  he 
furthermore  commanded  that  all  obligations  incurred  by 
the  King  his  father  should  be  satisfied  without  delay.  He 
forgave  suck  debts  as  were  owing  to  liimsclf  from  his 
poorer  subjects,  and  remitted  the  arrears  of  taxes  also, 
when  due  irom  such  persons  to  the  treasury  of  the  State. 

The  appointments  of  the  Cadies  were  augmented  by 
Jakob  Almanzor,  who  ameliorated  the  condition  of  the 
Aifakies  also.  He  visited  all  the  provinces  of  his  empire, 
inquiring  into  their  wants,  and  making  himself  minutely 
acquainted  with  all  things  concerning  the  well-being  of 
their  inhabitants.  The  frontiers  of  his  estates  he  carefully 
fortified,  and  supplied  all  with  sufficient  garrisojis  of  care- 
fully-selected troops,  cavalry  as  well  as  infantry,  paying 
the  Almohade  soldiers  with  infinite  liberality. 

"With  equal  attention  Jakob  Almauzor  arranged  all  things 
needful  to  the  welfare  of  religion  and  the  State ;  he  was 
the  first  of  the  Almohade  pnnces  who  adopted  the  custom 
•9f  inscribing  on  the  commencements  of  his  letters  and 
■mandates  the  following  words  : — "  El  hamdoliUahi  Wahidi^ 
►— "  To  Allah  alone  be  the  praise !"  and  God  exalted  and. 
aggrandised  his  empire  accordingly,  rendering  it  the  most 
noble  and^most  extensive  in  all  the  East,  West,  and  South, 
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■wliether  of  Africa  or  Spain.  In  the  latter  country  was 
the  glorious  day  of  Alarca  reserved  for  this  monarch,  and 
then  it  was  that  liis  name  was  rendered  truly  illustrious. 

Jakob  Almanzor  made  a  tour  of  inspection  through  the 
whole  of  his  African  dominions,  from  Velad  IN^oul  even  to 
Barca,  when  he  carefully  strengthened  all  the  fortifications, 
more  especially  on  the  frontiers  of  the  Eealm.  He  built 
mosques  and  schools  in  Almagreb,  Africa,  and  Spain,  con- 
structed and  endowed  almarestanes,  or  hospitals  for  the 
sick,  and  aljamas  for  the  learned,  whom  he  caused  to  be 
distinguished  among  themselves  by  different  degrees  of 
rank.  He  likewise  fixed  the  rewards  and  emoluments  to 
be  conferred  on  the  physicians,  masters,  and  attendants  of 
the  infirmaries,  of  which  last  he  provided  a  sufficient  num- 
ber in  every  province  for  the  maimed,  the  halt,  and  the 
blind.  This  great  monarch  also  erected  watch-tovrers,  re- 
paired and  built  bridges,  constructed  cisterns,  and  made  wells 
to  supply  water  in  the  public  ways  in  desert  places  He 
furthermore  took  order  for  the  maintenance  of  caravanseries, 
hostelries,  and  houses  of  refuge  for  the  traveller,  causing  a 
sufficient  number  of  such  to  be  provided,  from  Sus  Alaksa 
even  to  Suioa  Mascuc.  Wherefore,  and  in  consideration 
of  all  his  pious  intentions  and  good  words,  God  granted 
prosperity  and  good  fortune  to  Islam  in  his  time,  his 
generals  being  invariably  the  victors  over  his  enemie?? 
wittout  any  alloy  of  adversity  to  mar  the  success  of  their 
undertakings. 

In  the  same  year  which  saw  the  death  of  the  Ameer 
Amuminin,  even  Juzcf  Abu  Jakob  Ben  Abdelmunien,  the 
Lord  of  Majorca  began  to  put  himself  in  movement.  He,  Aly 
Ben  Ishac,  namely,  of  the  family  of  the  Aben  Ganias,  princes 
of  the  Almoravides,  had  no  sooner  heard  of  Abu  Jakob's 
death  than  he  assembled  a  powerful  army,  and  passing  into 
Africa,  laid  siege  to  Begaya,  which  he  took  by  storm,  after 
a  long  series  of  surprises  and  assaults.  He  then  drove  the 
AVali  of  Begaya,  Suleyman  Ben  Alidallah,  a  grandson  of 
King  Abdelmumen  Ben  Aly,  from  the  city,  causing  his 
name  to  be  omitted  from  the  Chotba,  and  commanding  that 
in  the  place  thereof  prayer  should  be  made  to  God  for 
ISTayr  Edin  Allah,  Caliph  of  Bagdad.     He  also  found  means  to 
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excite  the  tribes  and  (owiid  of  those  Comnivas  to  insiirroetion 
auaiiist  their  aovoreign,  the  Aincer  Amuniiiiiii  Jakob 
Ahuaiizor. 


CILvr.    LI. — Op     the    campaign    ttndkrtaken    by    the    ameee 

AlirXIINlN  IN  SPAIN.  UE  DEVASTATES  THE  COITNTItT  AND  RETUUNS 
TO  AFUICA.  TUE  KINO  OF  THE  CIIHISTIANS  BJEKU8  A  CUAlUiNGE 
TO  JAKOB  ALMA>OOU,     JtEl'LV  OF  XUE  AMEDlt. 

In  the  year  582,  suspicious  were  conceived  by  Jakob 
Alnianzor  against  two  of  his  brothers, — Cid  Abu  Yaliye, 
and  Cid  Omar,  as  also  against  liis  uncle,  Cid  Abul  liabie, 
for  which  cause  he  deprived  them  all  of  life.  In  the  same 
year,  Medina  Cafisa  and  Cabes,  in  the  province  of  Africa, 
were  in  revolt,  the  A\"ali  of  the  Almoravides,  Aly  Ben 
Ishac,  having  incited  their  inhabitants  to  rebellien,  as  hath 
been  already  related. 

J  akob  .Umanzor  instantly  assembled  his  army,  and  left 
Morocco  to  march  against  the  insurgents  on.  the  third  day 
of  the  moon  Xawal,  in  the  year  582.  He  laid  siege  to 
Cafisa  with  a  large  body  of  men ;  but  the  men  of  the  city 
defended  themselves  with  so  much  valour,  that  the  siege 
proved  to  be  a  greatly  protracted  one.  The  skirmishes  that 
took  place  were  meanwhile  perpetual,  and  caused  infinite 
suflering  to  the  dwellers  in  the  Comarca,  as  well  as  to  the 
combatants ;  but  in  the  year  583  Jakob  Almanzor  made  good 
liis  entrance  by  force  of  arms. 

Having  thus  subjugated  Cafisa,  where  be  made  a  fearful 
carnage  among  his  rebellious  subjects,  and  gave  them  a 
terrible  lesson,  the  Ameer  Amumiuin  commenced  a  campaign 
in  the  Almagreb  of  Ajfrica,  where  he  defeated  and  dispersed 
the  forces  brought  against  him  by  the  insurgent  leaders, 
and  did  not  lift  his  sword  from  over  their  heads  until  all  the 
Cabilas  had  submitted  themselves  to  his  authority  ;  nay, 
some  of  these  men  were  compelled  to  serve  in  the  remainder 
of  the  war  against  the  rebels,  nor  did  they  fail  to  give  many 
proofs  of  fidelity  in  that  service.  Having  passed  triumph- 
antly through  the  whole  land  of  Almagreb,  where  he  tran- 
quillized all  the  disturbed  towns,  Jakob  Almanzor  returned 
to  his  Court  of  Morocco, 
j^  After  this  expedition  in  Africa,  and  when  the  King  had 
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duly  reposed  from  liis  labours,  lie  turned  liis  attention 
towards  ypain;  setting  liis  army  in  order,  Avitli  intent 
to  continue  the  Sacred  War  in  Andalusia,  more  especially 
in  the  Algarve  of  that  country.  This  was  Jakob 
Almanzor's  first  campaign  against  the  Iiifidel ;  and  proceed- 
ing to  Spain  for  that  purpose,  lie  embarked  at  Alcazar 
Algez,  whence  he  sailed  to  Grezira  Alhadra,  where  he  landed 
on  Thursday,  the  third  day  of  the  moon  Eebie  Primera,  in 
the  year  585. 

Continuing  his  way  from  Gezira  Alhadra,  he  directed 
the  march  of  the  troops  on  Sant  Aren,  detaching  bodies  of 
light  cavalry  to  I'avage  the  country,  even  to  Medina  Lisbona. 
On  this  march  the  Ameer  Amuminin  wholly  devastated  the 
land :  he  cut  up  the  cultivated  fields,  and  carried  away  all 
their  fruits,  killed  or  took  prisoners  the  inhabitants, 
destroyed  the  villages,  burnt  all  the  products,  even  to  the 
seed-corn ;  nay,  he  carried  the  devastation  of  the  Comarcas  to 
such  an  extent,  that  he  left  them  in  the  condition  cf  the 
parched  and  sand-covered  desert.  In  tliat  campaign,  the 
King  gathered  an  enormous  amount  of  spoil  on  the  enemy's 
ground,  and  returned  to  the  African  shores  with  no  less 
than  thirteen  thousand  women  and  children,  whom  he  had 
taken  captive,  an  unhapj)y  prey  to  the  violences  and  terrors  of 
a  war  more  vengeful  and  more  fatally  embittered  by  hatred 
than  had  ever  l^fore  been  waged  between  two  nations. 

The  victorious  Jakob  Almanzor  arrived  at  Medina  Eez  in 
the  last  decade  of  the  moon  Ilegeb,  in  the  year  585,  and 
remained  there  some  few  days.  While  the  king  was  thus 
resting  from  his  toils,  he  received  intelligence  to  the  eftect 
that  the  city  of  Almeiz,  in  eastern  Africa,  had  risen  in  re- 
bellion :  he  therefore  departed  from  Medina  Fez  on  the  8th 
day  of  the  moon  Xaban,  in  the  same  year,  and  arrived  at 
Medina  Tunis  on  the  1st  of  the  moon  Dylcada.  Here  he 
was  informed  that  the  city  of  Almeiz  was  already  ti'an- 
quillised,  the  rebel  chief  having  fled  to  Sahara  on  hearing 
that  the  Ameer  Amuminin  was  advancing  against  him. 

In  the  year  586,  the  Christians,  who  continued  to  dis- 
quiet the  frontiers  of  Algarve,  took  Medina  Xelbe  or 
Iluelba,  with  Beja,  Beira,  and  other  places  of  less  import- 
ance ;  having  put  themselves  in  movement  on  leai'ning 
that  Jakob  Almanzor  had  returned  to  Africa,  and  that  the 
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more  roadily  boca\iso  thoy  wore  informed  tliat  lio  Avas  much 
occupied  in  llio  last-named  country  hy  tlie  necessity  for 
subjufijating  tlio  rebels  who  bad  risen  against  him.  Thoso 
things  caused  the  encniics  of  God  to  raise  their  heads,  and 
thus  did  they  avail  themselves  of  the  absence  of  the  Ameer 
Amuminin. 

This  un]ileasant  intelligence  was  quickly  brought  to 
Jakob  Almanzor,  whom  the  losses  ineurri'd  grieved  exceed- 
ingly. Discontented  and  wrathful  with  his  generals  in 
Andalusia,  the  king  then  wrote  letters,  reproaching  them 
with  infinite  asperity,  and  laying  on  their  shoulders  the 
blame  of  what  had  occurred.  lie  furthermore  commanded 
them  to  look  carefully  to  their  steps,  and  hold  tiiemselvea 
prepared  for  the  reconquest  of  the  Algarve,  declaring  that 
be  would  soon  be  with  them  in  person,  and  proposing  in 
eftect  ^to  set  forth  immediately  after  the  dispatcli  of  his 
letters. 

The  Almohado  generals  of  Andalusia,  having  received 
these  orders  from  their  sovereign,  united  their  forces  with 
those  of  Mohamad  Aben  Juzef,  Wall  of  Cordova,  whence 
they  sallied  forth  with  a  powerful  host,  composed  of  Almo- 
hades,  Alarabes,  and  Andalusians,  directing  their  march 
upon  Xclbe,  and  besieging  that  city  without  giving  respite 
to  the  defenders,  either  by  day  or  night.  After  a  succession 
of  combats,  they  took  the  place  by  storm  ;  subsequently 
occupying  the  Alcazar  of  Abi  Denis,  Medina  Beja,  and 
Beira,  aU  of  Avhich  they  entered  by  force  of  arms. 

These  things  accomplished,  the  Wall  returned  in  triumph 
to  Cordova,  dragging  fifteen  thousand  captives  in  his  train, 
three  thousand  of  that  number  being  Christians,  and  all 
marching  chained  together  in  bands  of  fifty.  In  that  order 
did  Mohamad  Aben  Juzef,  governor  of  Cordova,  re-enter 
his  city.  This  took  place  in  the  moon  Xawal,  of  the  year 
o87 ;  and  at  the  same  time  Jakob  Almanzor  returned  from 
the  province  of  Africa  to  the  western  portion  of  his  do- 
minions, making  halt  at  Medina  Telencen,  and  remaining 
there  until  the  close  of  the  year. 

In  the  moon  of  Muharram,  and  at  the  commencement  of 
the  year  588,  the  king  departed  from  Telencen,  and  repaired 
to  ^Medina  Fez,  where  he  fell  sick  of  a  grievous  malady, 
which  endured  seven  months.     When  he  had  recovered  his 
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strength,  the  Ameer  set  fortli  to  return  to  Morocco,  where 
he  remained  at  liis  court  until  the  year  590,  at  which  time 
he  left  the  city  for  a  journey  to  the  coast,  whence  he  em- 
barked for  Spain,  whither  he  had  determined  once  more  to 
carry  the  sacred  war.  Then  it  was  that  the  renowned  and 
splendid  victory  of  Alarca  was  obtained,  and  this  was  the 
second  campaign  of  Jakob  Almanzor  ia  Spain.  May  God 
have  received  him  favourably  for  that  cause. 

The  absence  of  the  Ameer  Amuminin  from  Spain  having 
been  much  prolonged,  as  related  above,  by  the  sickness 
which  thus  detained  him  in  Africa,  his  enemies  availed  them- 
selves of  that  occasion,  and  becoming  very  arrogant, 
obtained  considerable  advantages  over  the  Moslemah,  The 
Christians  fell  upon  the  lands  of  the  Faithful  as  do  wolves 
upon  the  slreep-fold,  persecuting  the  true  believer  with  cruel 
and  fearful  onslaughts,  whereby  the  towns  and  fields  were 
alike  laid  waste.  These  they  continued  until  they  did  not 
leave  a  district  in  Spain  which  was  not  ravaged  and  deso- 
lated Ify  their  troops. 

The  poor  Moslemah,  meanwhile,  found  neither  counsel 
nor  aid  whereby  to  restrain  the  violence  of  their  foe,  inso- 
much that  his  accursed  hordes  pressed  on,  victorious  and 
inflated,  until  they  proudly  encamped  before  Gezira  Alhadra, 
whence  the  King  of  the  Christians  wrote  a  letter  of 
defiance  to  the  Ameer  of  the  Faithful,  even  Jakob  Al- 
manzor, whom  he  addressed  with  extraordinary  ai'rogance. 
The  words  of  this  proud  and  insolent  epistle  were  as 
follows : — 

"  In  the  "name  of  God,  the  Clement  and  All-merciful. 
The  King  of  the  Christians  to  the  King  of  the  Moslemah. 
Since  thou  canst  not  come  against  me  in  person,  nor  dis- 
patch thy  people  of  war  to  meet  my  people,  send  me  barks 
and  ships  of  passage,  that  I  may  cross  in  them  with  my 
forces  to  where  thou  art  abiding:.  I  will  then  fi^ht  with 
thee  in  thine  own  country  ;  and  these  shall  be  the  conditions 
of  our  conflict : — If  thou  shouldst  vanquish  me,  I  will  be 
thy  slave,  thou  shalt  have  great  spoils,  and  shall  be  he  who 
is  thenceforward  to  give  the  law :  but  if  I  come  forth  con- 
queror, then  all  shall  remain  in  my  hand,  and  I  will  give 
the  law  to  Islam." 

This  letter  having  been  read  by  Jakob  Almanzor,  he  be- 
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cnmo  uuu'li  enrai:jt'd  ;  his  zoal  ibr  rclipjioiiwaa  also  onkimlled 
anew,  auil  he  ivaolveJ  to  avciij;o  the  insults  thus  ollured  to 
Islam.  The  Auiocr  coiiiinaiided  tliut  the  letter  of  the 
Iniidi'l  should  bo  read  to  jUI  his  army;  tho  Almoliades,  tlic 
.'Mar.ibes,  the  Cabilas  ofZcuela,  IMasaimula,  &l-.  with  all  tho 
rest  of  the  assemblaj^e:  his  warriors  and  subjects  Averc  thus 
made  acquainted  with  the  contents  thereof,  when  all  were 
seized  wiili  a  burning  thirst  for  vcnL!;eance,;md  every  man  gave 
evidence  of  the  earnest  desire  by  which  he  was  inilained  ibr 
the  sacred  war, — the  soldiers  assembling  with  tumultuous 
violence,  and  demanding  to  be  led  against  the  enemy. 

Jakob  Almanzor  then  summoned  his  son  and  future  suc- 
cessor, Cid  Mohamad,  to  his  presence,  and  giving  hiin  the 
letter  of  the  accursed  Alfonso,  commanded  him  to  make 
answer  thereto.  The  prince,  having  read  it  accordingly, 
wrote  tho  following  reply  on  tho  back  thereof: — "Thus 
aaith  tho  Omnipotent  Allah,  '  I  will  turn  against  them,  and 
will  make  of  them  the  dust  of  desolation  by  armies  which 
they  have  not  seen :  neither  shall  they  be  able  to  turn 
aside  or  escape  from  the  same.  I  will  cast  them  into  the 
depths  of  the  abyss,  and  bring  them  to  nothing.'  " 

Cid  ^lohamad  then  returned  the  paper  to  his  father,  who, 
having  read  it,  praised  the  sagacity  of  the  writer.  He  then 
remained  some  time  in  thought ;  but  after  that  period  of 
consideration  had  passed,  he  gave  the  missive  to  his  mes- 
senger, whom  he  instantly  despatclied  therewith.  That 
done,  the  Ameer  issued  orders  to  the  effect  that  the  red 
pavilion  should  be  drawn  forth,  and  the  great  sword  brought 
to  his  tent,  while  the  Almohades  and  other  troops  received 
directions  for  an  immediate  march  towards  the  seat  of  the 
sacred  war.  ALmauzor  wrote,  moreover,  to  all  the  Almagreb, 
Africa,  and  Alquibla,  to  the  intent  that  all  might  assemble 
their  forces  for  that  holy  enterprise ;  and  at  his  call  the 
people  congregated  from  every  part,  old  men  and  youths, 
with  men  of  all  ages  and  from  every  region,  the  inhabitants 
of  the  deep  vallies  and  the  lofty  mountains  alike  assembling, 
and  their  numbers  gathering  mightily  from  the  most  distant 
portions  of  the  realm. 
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CHAP.  LII. — Jakob  almanzoe  passes  into  spain.    peepabations 

rOE  THE  BATTLE  OF  ALAECOS. 

TmE  Ameer  set  forth  from  his  court  of  Morocco  on  Thursday, 
the  19th  day  of  the  moon  Giumada  Primera,  in  the  year  591, 
having  carefully  arranged  the  order  of  his  march.  Among 
other  directions,  he  commanded  that  food  should  he  sup- 
phed  to  the  troops  twice  in  each  day,  and  took  every  other 
measure  for  the  successful  progress  of  an  army  that  prudence 
could  dictate  to  the  wisest  of  leaders.  Then  did  that  in- 
finite multitude  set  forward,  no  man  turning  his  head  to 
look  hehind  him.  The  cavalry  and  infantry  of  that  host 
were  in  such  number,  that  the  earth  might  scarcely  suffice 
to  feed  them,  or  the  rivers  to  give  them  water  for  their 
drinking:  yet  in  all  that  mass  there  was  but  one  mind,  no 
man  had  any  other  wish  in  his  heart  save  that  of  engagmg 
the  Infidel  foe. 

When  the  army  reached  Alcazar  Algey,  due  order  was 
taken  for  the  passage  of  the  troops,  and  they  crossed  the 
sea  in  companies,  one  following  close  on  another.  The  first 
who  traversed  the  strait  were  men  of  the  Arabian  tribes ; 
then  came  the  Zenetes,  Masamudes,  and  Gomaras,  with 
volunteers  from  the  Cabilas  of  Almagreb  and  the  Algiazazes ; 
these  were  succeeded  by  the  cross-bowmen,  the  Almohades, 
and  the  guards  then  on  service,  all  of  whom  encamped  in 
the  public  squares  of  Algezira  Aihadra  ;  after  those  troops 
had  landed,  the  Ameer  Amuminin  himself  took  ship,  with 
a  numerous  train  of  Almohade  Xeques,  Viziers,  and  Alfakies 
from  Almagreb  ; — when  it  pleased  God  that  tJie  passage 
should  be  made  very  happily,  and  in  a  short  time  the  whole 
force  was  encamped  in  Alliadra. 

The  arrival  of  Jakob  Almanzor  in  Spain  took  place  one 
hour  after  the  Azala  of  Giuma,  the  20th  day  of  the  moon 
Eegeb  in  the  year  already  mentioned,  and  he  instantly  con- 
tinued his  march,  desiring  to  proceed  -against  the  enemy 
before  the  fervour  of  those  troops  who  had  hurried  so 
eagerly  to  engage  in  the  sacred  war  could  have  had  time  to 
cool.  Thus  the  king  pressed  forward  with  his  army,  un- 
changed in  heart  or  resolve,  each  man  feeling  proud  that  he 
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had  boon  chosen  to  uphold  tlio  gloiy  and  dcfoud  the  safety  of 
Islam. 

Tlio  onoiny  at  first  showod  a  disposition  to  retire,  but 
had  not  well  done  so  before  the  Ameer  Amtuninin  received 
intellif];onee  lo  the  olVfct  that  the  accursed  Alfonso  hnrl  not 
been  jM'cparing  for  retreat,  as  tlicy  had  appeared  to  do,  but 
■with  his  host  had  hailed  before  Medina  Alarca,  when 
dakoh  Alinanzor  commanded  that  the  army  of  the  I'aithful 
should  be  moved  ajrainst  him,  conlidine:  in  God  and  the 
power  or  his  favour,  lie  exhorted  all  to  walk  lirmly  in  that 
path  of  pjlory  and  obedience  to  God  on  which  they  had  so 
nobly  entered,  without  turninfr  aside  for  any  other  purpose, 
or  p;iving  their  attention  to  any  other  object  until  v(>ngeance 
had  been  secured — nay,  without  even  turning  the  head. 
Thus  the  defenders  of  Islam  continued  their  w'ay  with 
fixed  resolve.  They  proceeded  by  forced  marches,  until  they 
arrived  at  a  point  between  which  and  Medina  Alarca  there 
were  but  two  short  days'  march,  and  there  the  enemy 
encamped  :  this  was  done  on  Thursday,  the  3rd  of  Xaban, 
in  the  year  591. 

At  this  place  the  Prince  of  the  Faitliful  held  a  council  of 
war,  exhorting  his  generals,  Xcques,  and  Avise  men,  to 
consider  what  arrangements  might  best  enable  them  to 
vanquish  the  enemy  of  Allah  in  the  battle  about  to  be 
fought,  seeing  that  so  hath  God  commanded  to  be  done, 
so  doth  the  Prophet  teach,  and  for  their  fulfilment  of  this 
order  are  the  Faithful  commanded  in  the  Book  of  God, 
where  it  is  said,  "  They  consult  together  in  their  weighty 
matters,  and  hold  their  deliberations  in  prudence,  dispensing 
liberally  to  the  poor  of  what  we  have  bestowed  on  them;" 
and  also  in  that  other  Alcia*  which  saith,  "Thou  shalt  be 
merciful  to  them,  and  shall  ask  pardon  for  them,  advising 
with  them  on  the  difficidt  labours  of  war,  and  thus  go  forth 
confiding  in  God,  for  He  aideth  and  loveth  the  men  who 
put  their  trust  in  Him." 

The  Ameer  first  convoked  to  Ins  council  the  Xeques  of 
the  Almohades,  next  the  Alarabic  Xeques,  those  of  Zeneta, 
Masamuda,  Gomara,  and  Agza,  with  the  chiefs  of  the 
volunteers.      Each  man  then  gave  his  opinion  as  to   the 

*  Alcia  :  verse  of  the  Koran. 
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measures  most  suitable  for  securing  a  fortuuate  refiult  to 
the  Moslemah  cause,  and  at  the  last  the  Ameer  Amuramiu 
invited  the  generals  of  Andalusia  to  his  Mexuar.  They 
appeared  before  him  accordingly  without  delay,  when  the  king 
received  them  with  the  salutations  due,  and  all  having  taken 
their  places,  Jakob  Almanzor  addressed  the  last  comers 
in  the  words  that  follow  : — 

"  Oh  ye  Andalusians  !  it  is  true  that  the  Xeques  and 
generals  whom  1  have  considted  are  very  brave  and  prudent 
cavaliers,  well  experienced  in  affairs  of  war,  and  of  great 
constancy  in  the  battle  ;  they  are  very  zealous  moreover  for 
the  glory  of  Islam,  and  unwearying  in  its  defence.  Yet, 
with  all  "this,  they  have  not  the  needful  knowledge  of  such 
strategy  as  is  used  by  the  Infidels.  You,  on  the  contrary, 
bordering  as  your  frontiers  do  on  those  of  the  misbeliever, 
and  living  with  him  in  perpetual  conflict,  as  is  your  wont, 
you  must  well  know  his  method  of  ordering  his  battle,  with 
the  stratagems  and  deceptions  practised  by  the  Chriotiaus 
in  their  combats." 

To  this  the  Andalusians  replied  :  "  Oh  Prince  of  the 
Faithful !  we  all  here  who  speak  to  thee  have  fixed  our  eyes 
on  a  general  of  infinite  ability  and  no  less  brilliant  valour  ; 
be  is  endowed  with  prudence,  rich  in  resource,  and  largely 
experienced  in  the  practice  of  war,  insomuch  that  all  its 
emergencies  are  familiarly  known  to  him  ;  well  practised 
himself  also,  and  anxious  for  the  promotion  of  whatever 
can  extend  the  glory  of  the  Moslemah.  This  man  shall 
tell  thee,  Oh  king,  what  we  perchance  might  not  avail  to 
explain  to  thee  so  cftectually.  He  of  whom  we  speak  is  the 
honoured  and  illustrious  general,  Abu  Abdallah  Ben 
Senanid,  who  hath  come  hither  in  our  company.  For  the 
rest,  thy  opinion  and  decision,  which  may  God  be  pleased  to 
guide,  will  be  the  most  judicious,  and  thy  command  the 
most  profitable.     May  God  have  pleasure  therein." 

All  the  generals  there  assembled  then  agreed  that  it 
•would  be  well  to  refer  themselves  to  the  decision  of  Abu 
Abdallah  Ben  Senanid,  and  the  Ameer  instantly  commanded 
that  he  should  be  summoned  to  his  presence ;  when  the 
general  having  appeared,  Jakob  Almanzor  requested  his 
opinion,  and  he  replied  to  this  effect : — 
[    "  Oh    Ameer   of  the  Faithful !  it   is  a  truth   tliat   the 


46  DOMINION  OF  Tin;  ARABS  in  SPAIN.        [a.d.  1 195. 

Cliristians,  ^vll(lIn  may  Allali  confound,  nro  well  provided 
with  erat't  and  deecit ;  they  have  much  address  in  tlie  wiles, 
contrivances,  and  stratageina  of  war,  wherefore  it  will 
be  douhtletis  evjKHlient  for  us  id  jn-ocecd  after  their  manner. 
My  opinion,  willi  due  respite!  to  thine  own,  Oh  luuii;,  is  to 
this  ellect ;  that  iu  giving  them  battle,  the  Alniohades,  who 
arc  of  known  valour  and  loyalty,  with  the  .Andalusian 
Mosloniah,  conducted  by  their  Xeques,  should  be  the  lirst  to 
comnienco  the  attack,  but  both  must  bo  placed  imder  the 
command  of  one  brave  ixnd  experienced  general,  whom  thou 
wilt  be  able  to  choose  from  thy  most  renowned  leaders. 
These  troops,  thus  conunanded  and  selected  from  the  llowcr 
of  all  thy  force,  and  of  such  as  are  not  to  be  found  in  Spain, 
shall  open  the  war  and  give  the  first  battle.  After  tliis  may 
follow  all  the  Cabilas  of  Alarabes,  Zenetes,  Masamudes, 
Agzades,  and  other  provincials  forming  part  of  this  host, 
with  those  most  vailiant  volunteers  who  ever  bear  victory 
attached  to  tlieir  banners.  With  those  two  divisions  shalt 
thou  break  and  defeat  the  Infidel — may  Allah  cast  them  low 
— while  thou,  oh  king,  with  the  remnant  of  thy  AJmohades, 
wliom  may  Cjrod  have  in  his  keeping,  the  negro  battalions 
and  thy  guards,  shall  remain  near  to  the  field  of  battle,  and 
behind  the  Moslemab  host,  but  in  a  place  concealed ;  and  if, 
with  the  aid  of  God,  we,  for  the  glory  and  aggrandisement  of 
thy  empire  and  sovereignty,  should  vanquish  the  enemy, 
thou  sbalt  come  forth  to  the  rout  and  discomfiture  of  his 
squadrons ;  or  if  victory  should  not  declare  for  us,  thy 
people  can  then  advance  at  the  most  opportune  period  of 
the  struggle,  to  give  succour  where  it  may  be  most  urgently 
required.  la  this  manner  thy  reserve  shall  present  a 
barrier  to  restrain  the  impetuosity  of  the  foe,  opposing  a 
new  front  to  liis  persistence  and  bravery,  or  rather  to  his 
arrogant  pride.  So  is  it  that  I  think  the  battle  should  be 
ordered,  oh  king,  and  may  God  make  thee  victorious." 

To  this  Almanzor  replied,  "  Guala  !  Guala  !*  The  counsel 
thou  hast  given  appears  to  me  to  have  been  dictated  by 

*  This  is  an  expletive  of  great  force,  but  may  be  rendered  variously 
according  to  the  intention  of  the  moment : — "  Hy  Allah,"  "  Well  done," 
"  By  thy  life,"  are  tlie  equivalents  most  frequently  given  for  this 
exclamatory  temi  of  the  East ;  the  reader  may  select  that  which  shall 
best  pleaes  him. — 7'/: 
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Allali  himself,  to  wliose  name  be  praises.  May  He  have  His 
pleasure  in  thee." 

The  troops  were  then  assembled  and  distributed  to  their 
several  posts,  vrhile  the  Prince  of  the  Eaithful  passed  that 
night  on  the  carpet  of  prayer,  imploring  the  powerful  pro- 
tection of  Almighty  God,  and  entreating  that  He  would 
be  pleased  to  give  his  aid  to  the  Moslemah,  by  sending  con- 
fusion and  discomfiture  to  the  host  of  the  Infidel.  The 
night  was  that  of  Giuma,  the  4th  of  the  moon  Xaban,  in  the 
year  above  mentioned  of  591.  Towards  the  hour  of  dawn 
the  eyes  of  the  Ameer  were  overcome  by  the  power  of 
sleep,  and  he  slumbered  for  a  short  time  on  his  arrakea,* 
but  awoke  very  soon  after  he  had  fallen  asleep,  yet  feeling 
cheerful,  animated,  and  full  of  hope.  He  then  summoned 
his  Almohade  Xeqvies  and  Alfakies,  and  these  having 
entered  the  presence,  the  Ameer  said : — 

"  I  have  called  you  hither  to  relate  to  you  what  God 
hath  made  manifest  to  me  in  a  dream  at  this  fortu'uate 
hour. 

"  While  I  was  making  my  prostrations  in  my  Azala,  mine 
eyes  were  conquered  by  the  force  of  sleep,  and  I  remained  as 
in  a  trance.  Then  did  I  behold  the  gates  of  Heaven  thrown 
open,  and  at  the  same  instant  there  appeared  to  come  forth 
from  them  a  cavalier  of  beautiful  countenance  and  graceful 
form  :  he  was  seated  on  a  white  horse,  and  in  his  hand  he 
bore  unfurled  a  green  banner,  whose  folds  filled  the  whole 
space  of  the  earth.  And  he  saluted  me,  crying  "  Azalam  !  " 
whereupon  I  said  to  him,  "  A¥ho  art  thou  ?  may  God  preserve 
thee."  And  he  replied,  "  I  am  an  angel  of  the  angels  of  the 
seventh  heaven  ;  I  come  at  the  command  of  the  Lord  of  all 
the  AVorlds  to  announce  to  thee  the  victory.  Thou  and 
those  who  have  joined  with  thee  for  the  sacred  war,  and  to 
fight  beneath  thy  banners  for  the  faith,  shall  receive  the 
rewards  prepared  by  Allah  for  such  as  truly  serve  Him."  ^^ 

*  Arrakea  :  pallet  or  camp-bed. 
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CilAr.  Llll.— Ok  Tin:  ii.vTn.noi' Ai.ARCos.  tiif;  ameeii  amimimn 

liETCKNS  TO  MOKOCCO.    HIS  DEATH. 

TiiK  day,  wliic'li  was  Saliinlay,  llie  otli  of  Xaban,  bciuE;  thus 
come,  tiu*  Ameer  Jakob  Ahiian/.or  took  his  place  in  his  red 
pavilion,  as  prepared  to  give  battle  to  the  enemy,  lie 
Bninmoneil  the  illustrious  Abu  Tahyc  Abu  Tfata/,,  who  was 
his  prini'ipal  vizier  and  one  of  the  most  distinguished  of  tlio 
Almohade  generals,  a  man  of  austere  habits  and  virtuous 
life,  a  great  soldier,  and  i'uU  of  zeal  ibr  the  faith.  When 
Abu  llalaz,  appeared,  the  king  committed  to  him  the 
counnaud  of  the  rear  and  main  body  of  the  host,  placing 
under  him  the  Andalusians,  as  well  as  the  select  force  of 
Alarabes,  Z(>netes,  and  other  tribes  of  Almagreb.*  Thus 
the  Ame(>r  appointed  Abu  ifafaz  to  be  geiieral-in-chief,  and 
entrusted  all  things  concerning  the  day  to  bis  care.  The 
banners  were  then  instantly  displayed,  and  the  Atambores 
gave  the  signal  for  motion. 

The  tribe  of  Henteta  and  the  troops  of  Andalusia  were 
placed  under  the  orders  of  Abu  Abdallali  Ben  Senanid, 
while  all  the  Alarabes  were  commanded  by  the  General 
Germon  Aben  Kebab.  To  Merad  El  Wagaravi  was  given 
the  charge  of  the  Cabilas  assembled  from  Slagarava,  and  to 
Mohiu  Aben  Abi  Bekar,  those  of  Mezaui.  The  tribes  of 
Abdelwadi  were  conducted  by  Gabir  Aben  Mohamed  Ben 
Juzef,  and  Abdelaziz  Atahani  led  those  of  Tahan.  The 
Cabilas  of  Ilescura,  and  some  others  from  Masamuda,  Avere 
commanded  by  the  General  Thegir,  and  the  men  of 
Gomara  by  Mobamed  Aben  Menafid.  The  volunteers 
were  led  by  Haag  El  Saleh  Abu  Hariz  Ala  Warbi ;  but 
all  these  leaders  were  under  the  command  of  the  chief 
A^izier  Abu  Tahye  Ben  Abu  Hafas.  The  Ameer  Amuminin 
Jakob  Almanzor  Aben  Juzuf  Ben  Abdelmumen  remained 
witb  the  reserve  of  the  Almohade  troops  and  the  soldiers 
of  his  guard.  All  now  being  in  good  order  throughout 
the  host,  command  was  then  given  to  commence  tlie 
march. 

The  camp  at  once  began  to  move  ;  the  Xeque  Abu  Tahye 

*  Almagreb  :  Western  Africa. 
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Abu  Hafaz,  mounted  on  a  fiery  horse,  proceeding  in  the  van 
of  the  army,  with  the  Andakisian  General  Abdallah  Ben 
Senauid,  and  other  cavahers  and  Alcaydes  of  Andalusia, 
followed  by  their  cavalry,  which  was  the  flower  of  the  force. 
In  the  place  whence  the  Xeque  Abu  Tahye  moved  his 
camp  each  morning,  did  the  Ameer  Amuminin  erect  his 
pavilion,  and  encamp  in  his  turn  on  the  evening  of  each  day 
an  arrangement  which  was  maintained  until  the  scouts  and 
light  skirmishing  parties  of  Yahye  discovered  the  host  of 
the  Christians.  They  found  the  camp  of  the  enemy  rising 
up  the  acclivities  of  a  hill  which  was  itself  seated  at  the  foot 
of  a  wooded  mountain  much  cleft  and  broken  in  parts, 
with  deep  ravines  and  beds  of  torrents  furrowing  its  sides  : 
the  Infidel  hordes  occupying  the  plain  at  the  foot  more- 
over, and  extending  even  to  the  level  ground  before 
Alarcos  or  Alarca,  ss  the  city  is  also  named. 

The  Mosleman  army  advanced  shouting  and  in  close 
order  upon  the  foe,  as  the  sun  arose  on  the  glorious  day, 
which  was  Wednesday,  the  9th  of  the  moon  Xaban,  in  the 
year  591.  Abu  Yahye  then  arranged  his  forces  in  order  of 
battle,  giving  to  the  generals  those  banners  which  were  to 
serve  as  their  bond  of  union :  the  green  standard  was 
entrusted  to  the  volunteers.  He  then  commanded  the 
Andalusian  troops  to  take  position  on  the  right,  while  the 
Zenetes,  Masamudes,  and  other  tribes  of  "Western  Africa, 
were  posted  on  the  left,  and  the  Algazar  volunteers,  with 
the  crossbowmen,  took  their  place  in  the  centre  of  the 
advance;  Abu  Y^ahye  himself,  with  the  tribe  of  Henteta, 
remained  in  the  centre  and  head  of  the  main  body. 

"When  all  the  Cabilas  had  assumed  the  positions  assigned 
to  them,  and  were  now  standing  in  battle  array,  every  tribe 
united  under  its  own  banner,  and  the  whole  awaiting  the 
moment  for  attack  with  admirable  constancy  and  good 
order,  there  rode  forth  the  general  of  the  Alarabes, 
Grermon  Ben  E-ebah,  and  that  leader,  proceeding  in  turn 
througli  all  the  Moslemah  squadrons,  passed  between  their 
files,  exhorting  them  to  be  of  good  coiu'age,  and  repeating 
to  the  soldiers  the  fol] owing  Aleias  from  the  Sacred  Book: 
— "  O  ye  Faithful,  take  heart,  be  of  good  cheer,  fear  none 
but  God  -,  He  will  aid  you  and  fortify  your  feet,  so  tliat 
you  shall  stand  firm,  and  the  victory  skall  haply  be  yours."' 

VOL.  III.  •  B 
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^Fcanwliilo.  tlie  Christian  ioo,  wlioin  may  Allali  confound, 
stood  arrani^t'd  alon}^  tlic  lu'iglity,  and  now  set  in  niovemonb 
a  column  ot'its  cavalry,  consistiiifj;  ot"  not  less  than  seven  or 
eight  tliousand  horse,  all  covered  as  well  as  their  riders  with 
det'encesof  iron :  the  breast-plates,  cuirasses,  and  helmets  of 
the  cavaliers  shone  fluttering  in  the  sun,  their  lucent  morions 
also  glancing  proudly.  This  body  commenced  the  battle,  and 
now  came  thundering  onwards,  their  ste(-l  ])anoply  guarding 
them  from  every  harm,  and  with  learful  clangour  all  now 
threw  their  impetuous  force  upon  the  IVIoslemah  ranks, 
raging  as  lions,  and  thirsting  for  blood. 

Beholding  them  approach,  the  brave  General  Yahye 
exclaimed,  "  Good  heart,  ye  Raithful !  be  firm,  let  no  man 
lose  his  rank.  Ye  fight  in  the  service  of  Allah  ;  keep  that 
trust  in  your  mind,  and  God  the  glorious  and  all-powerful 
will  give  you  the  victory.  Tliis  is  your  first  deed  of  arms, 
and  after  it  shall  follow  a  glorious  martyrdom  and  the  joys 
of  i^aradise,  or  victory  and  rich  spoils." 

The  general  of  the  Ameer  also  rode  forth,  exhorting  the 
combatants  to  their  duty.  He  passed  from  file  to  file, 
exclaiming,  "  Courage,  ye  servants  of  Allah !  courage ! 
Allah  fights  for  you,  and  ye  are  his  servants.  All  who 
follow  the  banner  of  Allah  are  conquerors,  and  you  shall  sco 
that  God  hath  giveu  our  enemies  into  our  hands  ;  there- 
fore, good  heart,  and  upon  them." 

>  At  this  moment  the  impetuous  force  of  the  Christian 
cavalry  attacked  the  Faithful  with  so  much  fury  that  their 
horses  encountered  the  points  of  the  Moslemah  lances. 
Eepelled  by  these,  they  then  receded  a  few  paces  to  return 
with  increased  fury  to  the  charge,  but  were  repulsed  in  the 
same  manner.  A  third  time  the  Christians  disposed  them- 
selves for  the  terrible  encounter,  when  the  brave  Abdallah 
Ben  Senanid,  with  the  General  of  the  Ameer,  cried  out, 
"  Keep  firm,  companions  and  friends  !  fgood  heart,  ye 
Moslemah  !  Allah  supports  you  from  his  throne  on  high  !  " 
But  at  that  instant  the  Infidel  attacked  the  centre  with 
such  fiery  eagerness,  believing  that  there,  where  Abu  Hafaz 
Aben  Yahye  held  command,  the  Ameer  Amuminin  was 
fighting  in  person,  that  they  broke  and  disordered  the 
valiant  Moslemah,  and  the  General  Abu  Hafaz  himself,  main- 
taining the  combat  with  the  bravery  of  a  lion,  then  obtained 
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the  crown  of  martyrdom,  by  dying  for  his  Lord.  The 
Christians  made  a  fearful  carnage  among  the  tribe  of  Heutct;:, 
by  whose  ranks  Abeu  Yayhe  was  surrounded,  as  well  as 
among  the  volunteers  and  others,  all  of  whom  had  been 
chosen  and  sealed  by  Allah  for  the  glory  of  martyrdom,  and 
entered  that  day  on  the  myriad  joys  of  paradise. 

The  Cabilas  of  Alarabian  volunteers,  the  Algazaccs,  and 
the  crossbowmen,  were  meanwhile  attacking  the  Infidel  in 
their  turn  with  admirable  bravery,  snrronndiug  the 
Christian  band,  whom  they  environed  on  all  sides  by  the 
multitude  of  their  numbers.  The  dust  and  vapour  which 
now  rose  from  the  struggling  masses  in  that  mortal  strife 
"were  at  length  such  as  to  impede  the  liglit  of  the  sun,  and 
make  the  day  appear  to  be  night.  Abdaliah  Ben  Senanid, 
with  his  Andalusians  and  other  troops,  pressed  forward  to 
the  heights,  where  Alfonso  himself  was  in  command,  and 
there  they  broke,  routed,  and  threw  into  irremediable  con- 
fusion, the  vast  multitude  of  his  countless  hordes,  whose 
numbers  may  not  be  spoken :  so  much,  however,  is  known, 
that  there  were  then  around  him,  counting  cavalry  and  in- 
fantry, more  than  three  hundred  thousand  men. 

At  that  point  of  the  battle  the  slaughter  made  among  the 
Christians  was  very  terrible.  Among  them  there  were  ten 
thousand  cavaliers  of  those  who  go  armed  in  steel,  as  did 
the  body  that  first  commenced  the  attack,  and  which  was 
the  flower  of  Alfonso's  cavalry.  These  troops  had  made 
their  Christian  Azala  before  the  battle,  and  had  sworn  by 
their  crosses  that  they  would  not  turn  their  backs  on  that 
fio^ht  while  a  man  amonjr  them  should  remain  in  life :  a 
promise  which  God  caused  to  be  fulfilled  for  the  advantage 
of  the  Believers,  the  vow  thus  made  being  accomplished 
to  the  letter. 

On  other  parts  of  the  field,  and  where  the  combat  was 
most  fatal  to  the  Infidels,  their  troops,  perceiving  that  the 
battle  was  lost  on  the  plain,  began  to  fly  :  they  directed  their 
steps  towards  the  heights  on  which  Alfonso*  was  posted, 
hoping  to  avail  themselves  of  his  protection,  but  they  were 
cut  ofi"  by  the  Moslemah,  who  were  there  also,  defeating 

*  The  monarch  here  in  qu-^stion  is  Alphonso  VIII.  of  Castille,  wlio 
■was  cousin  to  Alphonso  IX.  King  of  Leon. — Ti\ 
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:uul  dispersing  all.  Discoinfilod  and  dismayed,  the  Chrisiian 
I'ui^itivos  thou  again  turiu'd  briillc,  hoping  to  regain  their 
own  frontier,  and  Hying  in  boiuidiesy  [disorder whithersover 
they  might.  But  the  Alarabes  and  voluutcors,  lirith  the 
men  of  Hintota,  the  Algazaces,  and  the  crossbowmcn, 
ibilowed  closely  in  pursuit,  cutting  them  to  pieces  and  grind- 
ing them  to  dust,  until  they  had  made  an  end  of  the  whole. 
And  so  was  the  force  of  Alfonso  destroyed,  and  his  cavalry 
in  which  he  so  nnicli  trusted  brought  to  nought. 

Certain  of  the  Alarabian  cavaliers  now  hastened  to  the 
Ameer  Amuminin,  Avho  still  remained  in  his  concealment, 
giving  him  to  know  that  God  had  put  his  enemies  to  flight ; 
wherefore  Jakob  Almauzor,  hurrying  forth  with  his 
Almohades,  marched  forward  to  take  part  iu  that  conflict 
wherein  ^Vllah  was  destroying  the  might  of  the  Iiifldel :  the 
Ameer  having  remarked  that  Alfonso  still  maintained  the 
contest  at  a  certain  part  of  the  field,  and,  surrounded  by  the 
most  valiant  of  his  troops,  was  still  fighting  with  a  barbarous 
courage.  I'irst  came  the  Ameer's  brilliant  cavalry,  with 
its  banners  displayed,  and  next  came  the  infantry,  amidst 
the  astounding  clangour  of  their  Atakebiras  or  trumpets 
and  Atambores  or  drums,  insomuch  that  the  earth  tremljled 
as  they  rushed  over  it,  while  the  hills  and  vallies  re-echoed 
to  the  sound  of  their  war  cries. 

Now  at  the  moment  when  the  Ameer  Amuminin  appeared, 
it  chanced  that  Alfonso  happened  to  raise  his  eyes  from  the 
slaughter  that  he  was  making  around  him,  when  he  beheld 
the  white  standard  of  Jakob  Almanzor  in  his  immediate 
Ancinity,  and  saw  that  it  was  still  advancing,  the  brilliant 
letters  glowing  amidst  the  folds  thereof,  proclaiming  that 
"  There  is  no  God  but  Allah ;  Mobamed  is  the  Messenger 
of  Allah;  There  is  no  Conqueror  but  Allah."  The  words 
being  those  which  follow : — 

"  Le  Allah  ille— jMohamed  Eesoul  AUah !  le  Galib  ille 
Allah." 

Then  Alfonso  said,  ""What  may  tliis  mean  ?  "  and  he 
received  the  terrible  answer  for  reply : — "  What  should  it 
mean,  thou  enemy  of  God,  but  that  here  thou  seest  the 
Prince  of  the  Faithful  who  hath  vanquished  thee,  and  he 
hath  now  arrived  with  his  rearguard ;  for  know,  that 
vfith'only  the  van  of  his  army  he  hath  broken  thy  strength." 
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Then  Grod  put  great  terroi*  into  the  heart  of  the  Christian 
king,  and  he  fled,  followed  by  the  Mosleraah,  who  killed 
large  numbers  of  his  people  in  that  pursuit,  not  removiiig 
the  lances  from  the  loins  or  the  swords  from  the  necks  of  the 
flying  until  they  had  sufiiciently  stilled  the  thirst  of  their 
W'eapons  in  the  blood  of  the  Christians,  compelling  them  to 
exhaust  the  bitter  cup  of  death,  even  to  the  dregs. 

The  Moslemah  now  laid  siege  to  the  fortress  of  Alarcos, 
believing  that  i\lfonso  had  taken  refuge  there,  but  he  had 
entered  at  one  gate  only  to  depart  by  another;  and  so  the 
enemy  of  Grod  escaped ;  but  he  bore  nothing  with  him 
of  all  his  riches  save  only  the  bridle  that  he  held  in 
his  hand. 

The  victors  subsequently  made  good  their  entrance  into 
Alarcos,  burning  the  gates  and  slaying  all  who  defended  them. 
The  Faithful  likewise  made  themselves  masters  of  the 
rich  spoils  that  were  left  in  the  Christian  camp, — arms, 
treasures,  provisions  of  every  kind,  and  muniments  of  war, 
with  many  women  and  children,  all  of  whom  were  taken 
captive.  As  to  the  number  of  the  Christians  whom  they 
slew,  that  cannot  be  counted  ;  it  was  so  great,  that  Grod,  who 
created  them,  alone  can  know  its  amount.  In  Alarcos,  more- 
over,there  were  taken  twenty  thousand  prisoners,.to  whomthe 
Ameer  restored  their  liberty  after  he  had  them  in  his 
power, — a  thing  which  greatly  dissatisfied  tlie  Almohades  and 
other  Moslemah,  all  of  whom  considered  that  action  to  be 
one  of  the  chivalrous  extravagances  proper  to  kings. 

This  great  and  signal  victory  was  gained  on  Wednesday, 
the  9th  of  the  illustrious  moon  Xaban,  in  the  year  59 1 .  Thus 
the  period  which  had  elapsed  between  the  day  of  Alarcos  and 
the  famous  battle  of  Zalacca  was  one  hundred  and  twelve 
years.  The  victory  of  Alarcos  was  the  most  renowned  and 
advantageous  to  Islam,  as  well  as  the  greatest  ever  won  by 
the  Almohades,  whose  fame  God  exalted  thereby,  as  they 
had  contributed  to  glorify  Islam.  Jakob  Almanzor  wrote 
an  account  of  his  triumph  to  all  the  provinces  of  the 
Moslemah  owning  his  authority,  in  Spain  as  well  as  on  the 
opposite  shore  of  Almagreb,  Alquibla,  and  Africa.  The 
Ameer  received  a  fifth  part  of  the  spoil,  and  the  remainder 
was  divided  into  portions  which  were  ultimately  distributed 
among  his  Almohade  troops. 
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The  I\rosliMiiah  forco  then  procoodtMl  to  inalvO  incursions 
into  the  territories  t)i"  tiio  Christian,  taliing  possession  of  liis 
cities,  occupyinp:  liis  ibrtressos,  burninji;  towns,  viUages,  and 
farms,  and  slaying  or  carrying  oti"  the  inliabitants,  Avhose 
^TeaUIl  tliey  ])lundered.  These  forays  -were  continued  until 
the  ^losleniah  bands  arrived  at  (jlebal  iSuleyinan,  whence  they 
returned  loaded  \vitli  spoils,  while  the  Infidels  did  not  dare 
ill  tempt  to  disturb  them.  j\]\  then  repaired  to  Seville, 
which  city  the  Ameer  Jakob  Abu  Ju/.ef  A Imauzor  entered 
in  triumph.  He  then  commanded  the  construction  of  a 
magnificent  Al jama  therein,  giving  instructions  to  the  eflect 
that  the  Alminar,  or  minaret  of  the  same,  should  be  a  ver}'- 
lofty  one.* 

At  the  commencement  of  the  year  592,  the  Ameer  left 
Seville  to  enter  upon  another  campaign  againt  the  Infidel, 
wherein  he  took  the  fortress  of  Calatrava,  with  Guadaligiara, 
lilahubat,  Gebal-Suleyman,  Pih,  and  Kis,  which  are  on 
the  confines  of  Toledo.  In  that  last-named  city  was 
dwelling  the  King  Alfonso,  whom  Jakob  Almanzor  besieged 
therein.  The  Ameer  then  destroyed  the  gardens,  and  dug  up 
the  fields  in  the  vicinity  of  Toledo,  which  he  pressed  very 
closely,  cutting  oft"  the  water  by  which  the  wants  of  a  large 
portion  of  the  inhabitants  were  supplied  :  the  Ameer  like- 
wise applied  machines  and  engines  of  war  to  the  walls,  but 
pei"ceiviug  that  the  siege  appeared  likely  to  be  a  protracted 
one,  he  struck  liis  camp  and  proceeded  on  to  Medina  and 
Talauianca,  which  he  entered  sword  in  hand,  putting  all 
the  male  inhabitants  to  death,  and  carrying  away  captives  the 
women  and  children.  The  city  was  then  plundered  by  the 
troops,  after  Avhich  they  set  fire  to  the  place,  levelled  its 
walls  to  the  earth,  and  abandoned  the  ruins  to  their 
desolation ;  that  done,  the  army  returned  to  Seville  :  terrible 
was  the  devastating  tempest;  the  troops  took  many  fortresses 
on  their  way,  and  among  them  were  those  of  Albalat  and 
Torgiela.  They  entered  Seville  triumphant,  in  the  moon 
Safer  of  the  vear  593. 


The  renowned  Giralda  ;  but  the  tower  existing  in  the  present  day 
is  nearly  one  himdred  feet  higher  than  the  Alminar  or  Minaret,  as  lelt 
by  Jacob-Joseph. — Tr. 
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The  Ameer  Amuminin  now  commanded  that  the  Aljama, 
with  its  lofty  Ahniuar  already  begun,  should  be  continued 
with  all  speed  to  the  con^pletion  thereof.  He  furthermore 
gave  orders  for  the  preparation  of  a  large  and  beautiful 
ball,  whose  size  is  sucli  that  it  hath  no  equal;  and  the  diameter 
being  so  great  that  it  could  not  enter  by  the  gate  of  the 
Almuedan,  it  was  necessary  to  remove  a  certain  portion 
thei-eof,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  it  entrance.  The  weight 
of  the  massive  iron  bar  which  supports  the  ball  is  of  forty 
Alrobas.*  The  ball  itself  was  constructed,  raised,  and 
fixed  on  the  minaret  by  Aben  Alait  El  Sikeli,  and  the  value 
tliereof  was  estimated  at  one  hundred  thousand  Dinars.f 

"While  these  things  were  taking  place  in  Andalusia,  and 
during  all  tlie  Spanish  campaigns,  the  erection  of  the 
Alcazaba,  or  Citadel  of  IMorocco,  with  its  great  towers,  was 
continued  unremittingly,  and  also  by  order  of  the  Ameer 
Amuminin,  who  likewise  caused  theAlmimbar  of  the  Aljama, 
called  that  of  the  Catabinas,  to  be  restored.  In  the  vicinity 
of  Sale,  Jakob  Almanzor  furtliermore  laid  the  foundation  of 
a  new  city,  called  Rabat  Alfetah,  with  its  handsome  Aljama 
and  Almimbar. 

In  S  ain,  moreover,  the  Ameer  gave  orders  for  the 
foundation  of  a  new  city  on  the  shores  of  the  Guadalquiver; 
this  he  named  Hisn  Alfarag :  it  was  commenced  imme- 
diately on  the  completion  of  the  great  Aljama  of  Seville, 
and  wlien  that  work  was  accomplished  Jakob  Almanzor 
returned  to  his  African  territories.  He  arrived  at  his 
court  of  IMorocco  in  the  moon  Xaban  of  the  year  594,  and 
then  found  that  many  of  the  various  Avorks  which  he  had 
imdertakeu,  such  as  the  Alcazaba,  the  Alcazars,  and  the 
Aljamas,  with  their  towers,  had  arrived  at  completion.  In 
these  constructions  the  Ameer  expended  his  fiftli  of  all  the 
treasures  taken  from  the  Christians. 

AVe  find  it  related  that  all  these  important  labours  were 
performed  by  the  architects  on  their  own  account,  seeing 
that  they  worked  after  a  giveii  estimate ;  but  the  cost  of 


*  About  one  thousand  pounds. 

t  This  Ball  was  removed  when  the  Giralda  received  its  present 
elevation,  and  the  figure  of  Faith,  now  crowning  the  structure,  was  then 
placed  at  the  summit. —  Tr. 
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llio  various  fabrics  wns  so  onormmis  Uiat  tlioir  funds  were 
exhausted,  and  llioy  roidd  scarcely  iind  moans  lo  answer 
the  demands  made  upon  tliom,  since  tlicy  did  not  dare  to 
press  for  payment  of  tiie  sums  due  to  them  from  the  treasury 
of  the  xVnioer.  lu  one  of  the  Aljanias  the  architects  had 
made  seven  doors,  to  correspond  with  the  seven  2;ates  of 
paradise:  wlien  Jakob  Almanzor  first  entered  tlie  buikiing 
be  expressed  nuicli  satisfaction  at  tlie  sight  of  tlie  structure, 
and  was  more  especially  pleased  with  these  doors,  the  work- 
manship of  which  delighted  liim  exceedingly.  AVhercupon 
he  cnipiired  of  the  arcliitect,  "  "What  beautiful  doors  are 
these  ?  and  why  is  their  number  seven,  neither  more  nor 
greater  ?  "  To  this  the  architect  replied  that  the  doors 
were  the  seven  gates  of  paradise,  the  one  by  which  the 
Ameer  Amuminin  liad  entered  being  the  Gate  Athammin,  or 
of  Kewards  ;  and  the  king  hearing  his  words,  rejoined,  "  This 
I  comprehend  perfectly,  and  rejoice  much  in  the  appropriate 
thought  and  ingenuity  of  the  arrangement  you  have 
made." 

Having  rested  himself  for  some  time  in  his  court,  the 
Ameer  made  arran":ements  for  havin2:  the  oath  of  allecjiance 
taken  to  his  son,  the  Prince  Mohamed  Abu  Abdallah,  who 
was  also  called  Anasir  Ledinallah,  and  whom  he  declared 
to  be  his  future  successor.  The  principal  Almohade 
Xeques  then  took  the  oath,  as  did  those  of  all  the  pro- 
vinces, and  Mohamed  Abdallah  was  acknowledged  heir  to  the 
throne  in  Andalusia  no  less  than  in  Almagreb,  Alquibla, 
and  Africa,  from  Atrablos  to  Velad  Sus-Alaksa,  aiu'  even 
to  the  Deserts  of  Alquibla.*  The  great  cities,  the  fortresses, 
the  castles,  and  the  villages,  with  all  that  may  be  found 
throughout  the  empire,  in  mount  or  valley,  in  rock  or  foun- 
tain, among  the  cultivated  inhabitants  of  the  realm,  or 
amidst  the  wandering  Cabilas,  each  and  all  accepted  the 
oath  of  allegiance,  and  in  every  part  the  name  of  the 
pi-ince  was  added  in  the  public  prayers  of  every  Giuma  in 
the  year. 

No  long  time  had  elapsed  from  the  day  when  this  cere- 
mony had  been  performed,  before  Mohamad  Abdallah  was 
dmitted  to  a  share  in  the  government ;  but  scarcely  did  he 

*  Alquibla,  the  south ;  here  taken  for  the  extreme  south  of  Africa. 
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feel  himself  seated  on  the  throne  to  govern  the  empire  in 
his  own  name,  during  the  life-time  and  by  the  command  of 
his  father,  when  that  exalted  sovereign,  who  was  then  re- 
posing peacefully  beneath  the  shade  of  the  laurels  he  had  so 
gloriously  won,  and  had  begun  to  enjo}^  his  leisure  amidst 
the  pleasant  gardens  of  his  Alcazar,  was  assailed  by  the 
malady  which  termi?aated  his  life. 

Tlie  sickness  of  the  Ameer  increasing,  he  soon  perceived 
that  he  was  drawing  near  to  that  bourne  which  is  the  final 
term  of  all  human  hopes,  and  knew  himself  to  be  very  near 
his  death.  Then  did  Jakob  Almanzor  declare  to  his  Viziers 
that  three  things  remained  oppressively  on  his  conscience  at 
that  moment — three,  and  no  more.  First,  that  he  had  brought 
the  Alarabes  into  the  west  of  Africa,  although  he  knew  that 
they  were  a  people  of  mingled  origin :  next,  that  he  had 
built  the  city  of  Eahbat  Alfetah  at  so  heavy  a  cost  to  the 
royal  treasury :  and  lastly,  but  also  principally,  that  he  had 
given  liberty  to  the  twenty  thousand  Christians  whom  he  had 
held  in  his  power  at  Medina  Alarca. 

No  long  time  after  having  uttered  these  words,  the  King 
Jakob  Almanzor  died.  May  God  have  had  mercy  upon  him  ! 
His  departure  took  place  in  the  Alcazaba  of  Morocco,  im- 
mediately after  the  Azala  of  Alaxa,  or  last  prayer  of  the 
night  of  Giuma,  the  22  of  Eebie  Primera,  in  the  year  595. 
God  alone  is  eternal,  and  His  Empire  and  Sovereignty  are 
for  evermore. 

Jakob  Almanzor  was  one  of  the  most  virtuous  and  excel- 
lent of  the  Moslemah  Kings,  and  among  the  Almohade 
Princes  he  was  the  best  of  all,- — wise  in  counsel,  of  distin- 
guished valour,  and  admirable  goodness.  May  Allah  have 
received  him  to  his  mercy  and  forgiven  him  his  errors,  for 
He  it  is  who  alone  can  pardon  the  failing  and  reward  the 
just! 


CHAP.    LIV.  —  Caliphate  op   thd   ameee    AMtririNrN  imohahad 

ABDALIAH. 

The  Ameer  Amuminin,  Mohamad  Ben  Jakob  Ben  Juzef, 
Ben  Abdelmumen  Ben  Aly  Alcumi  Zeneta  Almohadi,  was 
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cmIK'iI  iiioivovor  Abu  Aliilallali  Anasir  Jicdiiiallali.  Tlic 
name  of  till' inotluT  who  boiv  l>iiu  was  OmAtala;  slie  was 
the  ilauQ;I\U>r  of  Ciil  Abu  .1  shale,  sou  of  tlio  Ainccr  Abdel- 
niuinon  Ik'u  Aly,  and  was  by  conso(]ucnco  of  the  same 
royal  race  willi  tlio  Amoer  IMuliaincd  Ben  .lakob  himself. 
Oil  the  seal  of  INloliamad  Abdullah  were  engraved  the  foUow- 
inc;  words:  "My  trust  is  in  AUali,  for  of  a  trulh  lie  is  the 
best  surety ;"  and  on  his  banner  was  written  the  sentence, 
"  ]}e  the  i)raise  to  God  alone." 

This  monarch  wasof  moderate  stature  and  well  proportioned 
form  :  his  complexion  was  clear,  his  eyes  were  very  fine,  his 
beard  was  black  and  very  thick,  he  had  heavy  eyebrows  and 
long  lashes,  Avith  a  thoughtful  and  serious  expression  of 
countenance.  IMoharaad  Abdallah  displayed  much  prudence 
in  whatever  business  he  undertook,  whether  respecting 
peace  or  war,  but  he  had  a  fault  which  is  very  dangerous  in 
a  king,  that  iiamely  of  confiding  too  implicitly  in  his  ministers, 
and  not  sufficiently  acting  for  himself  on  important  occa- 
sions. Ilis  Viziers  were  Aben  Said  and  Aben  Motani  ; 
his  Hagib  or  Grand  Vizier  was  Abu  Said  Ben  Gamea. 
The  oath  of  allegiance  which  had  been  taken  to  him  in  the 
life  of  his  father  was  solemnly  renewed  after  the  death  of 
that  sovereign,  by  the  agency  of  his  Alraohade  Xeques,  who 
caused  it  to  be  taken  in  all  the  provinces  of  the  empire ; 
when  the  Chotba  was  made  for  Mohamad  Abdallah  Ben 
Jakob  in  every  Mosque,  and  his  accession  to  the  throne  was 
proclaimed  from  all  the  Almimbars. 

During  that  portion  of  the  moon  Bebie  Primera  wliicli 
remained  after  his  father's  death,  Mohamad  Abdallali  con- 
tinued in  his  court  of  Morocco,  as  he  did  through  the  moon 
of  Eebie  Segunda  ;  but  in  the  commencement  of  Giumada 
Primera,  in  that  same  year  of  595,  he  departed  from 
Morocco,  and  repaired  to  Medina  Fez,  where  he  remained 
until  the  last  Thursday  of  that  moon.  On  the  day  last 
mentioned,  the  Ameer  set  forth  for  the  mountains  of 
Gomara,  Avhere  he  put  down  Aludan  El  Gamri,  who  had 
risen  in  rebellion  :  having  also  trauquillised  the  neighbour- 
ing Comarcas,  and  subjugated  the  whole  territory,  the 
Ameer  then  returned  in  triumph  to  Medina  Fez.  He 
remained  for  some  time  in  that  city,  occupied  with  the  erec- 
tion of  an  Alcazaba  or  Citadel,  and  with  the  restoration  of 
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the  walls  which  his  great  graudfather  Abdelmumen  Beu  Alj 
had  destroyed  when  he  took  the  city.  Here  then  Mohamad 
Abdallah  held  his  court  imtil  the  year  598,  when  he  received 
intelligence  to  the  effect  that  the  Almoravide  leader,  El 
Mayorki,  was  extending  his  conquests  into  Africa,  and  had 
already  made  himself  master  of  many  towns. 

Then  the  King  Abdallah  Ben  Jakob,  called  Ledinallah 
Anasir,  left  Medina  Fez  and  sallied  forth,  directing  his 
march  towards  the  province  of  Africa ;  having  ari'ived  at 
Gezair,  in  the  district  of  Mezgana,  he  commanded  that  a 
part  of  his  army  should  march  against  El  Mayorki,  from 
that  city,  and  that  force  ultimately  obtained  possession  of 
the  cities  and  fortresses  which  had  been  occupied  by  the 
rebel  ,  the  troops  entered  the  city  of  Africa,  sword  in  hand, 
in  the  moon  of  Eebie  Primera,  of  the  year  GOO,  when  the 
inhabitants  presented  themselves  to  the  Ameer,  assuring 
him  of  their  submission  to  his  authority,  and  taking  the 
oath  of  obedience.  King  Anasir  Ledinallah  then  forgave 
them  and  received  them  to  his  protection,  giving  them  for 
their  Cadi  the  Imaum  Almuhadiz  Abdallah  Ben  Hufala. 
These  things  arranged,  the  Ameer  continued  his  march  and 
passed  through  the  whole  province,  which  he  laid  under 
contribution,  making  himself  acquainted  at  the  same  time 
with  the  state  of  the  various  Comarcas. 

El  Mayorki  and  his  Almoravides  were  meanwhile  con^- 
pelled  to  fly  before  the  Ameer,  and  took  refuge  in  the 
deserts,  their  leader  fortifying  himself  in  Medina  Mehadia, 
which  he  had  held  as  his  own  from  the  time  when  he  had 
been  appointed  A\^aly  thereof 

ISTow  this  Yahye  Ben  Ishac  El  Mayorki  was  a  soldier  of 
high  renown,  and  an  experienced  general  in  all  the  labovirs 
of  war :  he  was  pursued  by  the  Ameer  Ledinallah  Anasir, 
until  the  latter  had  shut  him  up  in  Mahadia,  when 
the  king  besieged  the  place  very  closely,  assailing  the  walls 
with  various  machines  and  engines  of  war  for  casting  mis- 
siles, nor  did  he  give  the  defenders  rest  by  day  or  night, 
but  attacked  them  at  every  hour  with  his  AJmohades  and 
troops  from  Almagreb,  all  of  whom  comported  themselves 
with  the  utmost  valour. 

But  Yahye  Beu  Ishac,  as  might  have  been  expected  from 
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SO  hravo  mid  niul  nrooniplieiliod  a  li^adtM-,  dc^fondod  llio  ])laco 
witli  Hiu'li  oiliH't,  that  he  causod  the  Aliiiohadew  long  to 
despair  of  bucccss,  the  siege  having  been  an  xinusually  pro- 
traetotl  one. 

jMany  months  of  perpetual  toil  and  combat  liad  thus 
passed,  and  the  Ameer  now  determined  to  press  the  place 
more  closely  than  ever.  He  caused  inachines  and  engines 
of  such  si/c  as  had  never  before  been  seen,  to  be  used 
against  the  walls,  some  of  them  casting  one  hundred 
enormous  missiles  in  the  course  of  the  day,  in  such  sort  that 
lie  ruined  the  city,  whose  people  beheld  vast  masses  of  stone 
constantly  falling  into  the  midst:  of  them,  to  the  grievous 
destruction  of  their  lives  and  property.  The  king  likewise 
shot  globes  of  iron  into  Mehadia,  and  there  fell  some  of 
these  on  the  seat  of  green  glass  as  well  as  on  the  upper- 
most part  of  the  lion  of  metal.  "Wherefore  the  General 
Tahye  Ben  Ishac,  perceiving  that  all  the  city  was  ruined, 
and  that  he  coidd  no  longer  maintain  it,  sent  envoys  to 
King  Anasir  Ledinallah,  imploring  his  clemency,  and  en- 
treating security  for  his  life,  or  at  the  least  for  the  lives  of 
the  unfortunate  inhabitants.  The  Ameer  forgave  him  ac- 
cordingl}-,  granting  the  safety  he  had  required  for  the 
citizens  also  ;  nny.  El  Mayorki  was  subsequently  treated 
with  much  honour  by  Anasir  Ledinallah,  and  when  the  latter 
saw  what  good  service  Tahye  Ben  Ishac  performed  with 
the  Almohades  whom  he  afterwards  commanded,  the 
monarch  bestowed  on  him  a  magnificent  house.  Then  Mo- 
hamad Abdallah  received  the  oath  of  allegiance  from  the 
people  of  Mehadia,  and  that  conquest  ho  made  in  the  year  GOl. 

In  the  year  602,  Mohamad  Abdallah  conferred  the 
government  of  the  province  of  Africa  on  the  Xeque  Abu 
Mohamad  Abdelwahid,  sou  of  Abu  Bekar  Ben  Hafaz  ;  but 
when  that  governor  was  on  the  point  of  returning  to  Alma- 
greb,  and  had  arrived  as  far  as  Guadi  Xelaf,  he  was  there 
met  by  El  Mayorki  Tahye  Ben  Ishac,  with  a  great  host  of 
Alarabes  from  the  Cabilas  of  Sanhaga  and  Zeneta,  a  rebel 
horde,  gathered  from  wherever  the  insurgent  chief  once 
more  could  collect  them.  With  these  El  Mayorki  fought  a 
sanguinary  battle  with  the  Almohades  ;  but  the  latter 
defeated  him  and  made  a  terrible  carnage  among  his  fol- 
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lowers,  EI  Mayorki  himself  escaping  only  by  the  swiftness 
of  his  horse.  This  conflict,  which  was  a  very  obstinate  one, 
took  place  on  Thursday,  the  last  day  of  Eebie  Primera,  iu 
the  year  G04. 

Having  happily  driven  the  Alraoravides  and  followers  of 
El  Mayorki  from  Africa,  King  Anasir  Ledinallah  prepared 
to  send  an  expedition  against  the  Islands  of  Majorca, 
where  the  brother  of  Tahye  Ben  Ishac,  even  Abdallah  Ben 
Ishac,  was  king.  The  Ameer  transported  his  troops  to 
those  islands  by  means  of  nHmerous  ships  ;  and  although 
the  Alraoravides  defended  them  well,  yet  the  forces  of 
Mohamad  Abdallah  obtained  possession,  and  besieging  the 
King,  Abdallah  Ben  Ishac,  in  his  city  of  Majorca,  they 
took  the  place  by  storm,  making  Abdallah  himself  their 
prisoner.  They  then  cut  off  his  head,  which  they  sent  em- 
balmed to  Morocco  ;  but  the  body  they  hung  on  the  hooks 
of  the  city  walls.  The  smaller  islands  of  Minorca  and  Ivi9?. 
then  surrendered  by  capitulation. 

It  was  in  the  year  GOi,  also,  that  Mohamad  Abdallah 
commanded  Medina  Alwuhidato  be  rebuilt,  when  he  caused 
the  works  to  be  carried  forward  with  so  much  diligence, 
that  the  place  was  restored  before  the  close  of  the  moon 
Ilegeb  in  the  same  year.  The  Ameer  furthermore  gave 
orders  for  the  reparation  of  the  walls  of  Medina  Mezma 
iu  Yelad  Eief,  and  he  built  the  Alcazaba  of  Bedis. 

In  the  moon  of  Xawal,  King  Mohamad  left  Medina  Eez 
for  his  Court  of  Morocco ;  but  before  his  departure  from 
the  first-named  city  he  commanded  that  the  canal  or 
Azaquia,  which  is  in  the  quarter  of  the  Andalusians, 
shoukl  be  opened,  causing  the  water  to  be  brought  from 
the  fountain  without  the  iron  gate,  and  carrying  the  same 
even  to  the  space  between  the  JN'orthern  gate  and  the 
height  on  which  stands  the  Aljama  of  the  Andalusians, 
where  it  was  poured  forth.  In  these  works  the  Ameer 
Amimiinin  consumed  vast  sums  of  money:  he  built  a 
mosque,  moreover,  in  the  quarter  of  Cairvanese,  command- 
ing that  no  man  should  make  his  Azala  in  that  of  the 
Andalusians ;  so  that  the  whole  of  the  people  were  com- 
pelled, during  five  years,  to  go  for  their  Azalas  exclu- 
sively to  the  mosque  of .  the  Cairvanese  ;  but  after  a  certain 
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lime  tlio  inos({iio  of  tho  Andaliisians  honjaii  to  ho  oiico  nioro 
livciiUMiti'il,  and  the  two  wore  tlicii  UHi-d  alloriKitely. 

In  tlie  year  005,  King  Aiiasir  Lodinallah  was  in  INforocco, 
wlien  he  receivt'd  iiiti-lligeiico  from  Andalusia  to  the  effect 
that  th(>  accursed  Alfonso  liad  onco  more  raised  liis  liead, 
and  was  devastating;  the  territories  of  the  IVloslemah,  ravai;- 
inc;  tlieir  lields,  after  phinderin<^  llieni  of  their  products, 
burnin;:!;  their  towns,  oi-cupyiiiij;  tlieir  lortresses,  and  taking 
captive  such  of  the  inhabitants  as  ho  did  not  slaughter.  Tho 
distressed  people  implored  the  help  of  their  Ameer;  and 
]\[ohamad  Abdallah  commanded  that  troops  should  accord- 
ingly be  assembled  for  the  Sacred  War  in  Spain.  Large 
sums  were  then  distributed  by  the  King  to  his  generals, 
whom  he  charged  to  divide  tho  same  among  their  soldiers, 
and  he  also  wrote  letters  to  all  the  provinces  of  Almngrcb, 
Africa,  and  the  South,  exhorting  his  people  to  do  tlieir  part 
iu  the  Holy  War,  again  about  to  commence.  To  these 
letters  ^Mohamad  Abdallah  received  instant  replies,  aflirming 
the  good  will  of  liis  subjects  to  proceed  against  the  Infidel, 
and  announcing  the  immediate  assembling  of  the  Provincial 
forces. 

Xor  did  any  long  time  elapse  before  a  vast  multitude 
had  congregated  from  all  the  tribes  in  every  part  of  the 
empire,  cavalry  as  well  as  infantry ;  seeing  that  in  addition 
to  the  troops  furnished  by  the  provinces,  in  accordance  witli 
the  obligations  of  their  military  service  due  to  the  State, 
there  came  large  numbers  of  people,  of  all  ages,  as  volun- 
teers, from  every  region  of  the  empire.  These  troops  being 
ready  for  the  march,  the  King  Anasir  Ledinallah  once  more 
departed  from  his  Court  of  Morocco,  leaving  the  city  on  the 
ninetenth  of  the  illustrious  moon  Xaban,  in  the  year  607, 
and  continuing  his  progress  without  detention  until  ho 
reached  Alcazar  Algez.*  There  he  encamped,  and  thus 
remained  until  the  whole  host,  infantry  and  cavalry,  had 
crossed  into  Spain,  with  their  arms,  munitions  of  war,  and 
all  things  required  for  the  service  of  the  campaign. 

The  embarkation  was  commenced  in  the  moon  of  Xawal, 
and  continued  until  the  end  of  Dylcada  in  the  year  above 

*  Alcazar  Algez  :  the  present  Algiers. 
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mentioned.  When  the  tribes  had  all  passed  over,  the 
Ameer  Amuminin  Muhamad  Anasir  Ledinallah  took  ship 
also,  following  immediatel}^  after  the  Almohades.  He 
landed  very  happily  on  the  coast  of  Zarifa,  whither  all  the 
chief  generals  of  Andalusia,  with  the  Xeques  and  Alfakies, 
had  repaired  to  receive  him,  and  where  all  now  offered 
their  homage,  with  congratulations  on  his  safe  arrival. 

After  making  halt  at  Zarifa  during  three  days,  the  King 
proceeded  towards  Seville,  with  an  army  innumerable  as  are 
the  sands  of  the  desert,  and  which  marched  in  bands  that 
covered  the  fields  and  mountains,  plains  and  deep  valleys ; 
nor  did  Muhamad  Abdallah  fail  to  nourish  a  secret  com- 
placency in  his  heart,  as  he  beheld  the  countless  masses  of 
that  multitude,  which  were  a  marvel  even  to  himself  who 
had  assembled  them.  He  now  distributed  his  host  into 
five  divisions,  or  armies  :  the  first  comprised  the  Alarabes, 
Zenetes,  and  Masumudes,  with  those  of  Zanhaga,  Gomara, 
and  other  tribes  ;  in  the  second  were  the  people  of  Almagreb  ; 
the  third  was  formed  of  the  volunteers,  of  whom  thei-e  were 
no  less  than  one  hundred  and  seventy  thousand,  counting 
foot  and  horse.  The  Andalusians,  with  the'r  generals, 
formed  the  fourth,  and  in  the  fifth  were  the  Almohades. 
The  Ameer  commanded  that  each  division  sliould  be  en- 
camped apart ;  and  in  the  order  thus  determined,  the  troops 
directed  their  march  towards  Seville,  where  they  arrived  on 
the  17th  of  the  moon  of  Dilhagia,  in  the  year  607,  and 
made  halt  there  for  some  time. 

The  rumour  of  these  preparations  had  resounded  through 
all  the  provinces  of  Spain ;  and  when  the  Christians  knew 
how  vast  a  multitude  had  set  forth  against  them,  they 
trembled  with  exceeding  terror,  and  the  hearts  of  their 
kings  were  filled  with  dismay.  They  made  haste  to 
strengthen  the  fortresses  on  their  frontiers  to  the  utmost  of 
their  power,  and  at  the  same  time  dismantled  all  those 
of  the  Moslemah  which  they  had  taken  on  those  borders ; 
nay,  some  of  the  Christian  leaders  wrote  to  the  Ameer 
Amuminin,  entreating  for  peace,  and  begging  that  he  would 
abandon  his  enterprise.  Among  those  who  thus  came  to  his 
mercy  was  the  King  of  Bayona,*  who  voluntarily  offered 

*  I  he   "  Kipg  of  Bayona"    here  in  question   is,   without    doubt 
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bis  obcdionce  and  a  luimblo  submission  ;  for  tliat  acnirscd 
lufidi'l  liad  si-art-i'ly  wt;ll  liciird  of  llio  Ameer's  arrival  in 
Seville  bcfitre  ids  lieart  was  lilli'd  with  terror,  and,  reflecting 
on  what  it  were  best  that  he  should  do  for  the  security  of 
lumself  and  his  territories,  lio  sent  his  envoy  to  King 
Ledinallah,  requesting  ])ermission  to  visit  the  Ameer  Amu- 
niiniu  in  person  ;  when,  his  recjuest  being  granted,  he  set 
forth  with  that  intent. 

Now  the  Ameer  had  given  orders  to  the  effeet  that  in 
all  the  Cities  and  Comarcas  where  this  accursed  Christian 
was  to  pass,  be  should  bo  well  and  hospitably  entertained 
dui-ing  three  days ;  but  on  the  fourth,  when  ho  was  about 
to  depart,  the  general  in  command  of  the  city  or  other 
balting-])lace  was  enjoined  to  shut  up  and  detain  one 
thousand  of  the  cavaliers  that  formed  his  train :  so  was  it 
done.  The  accursed  reprobate  then  departed  from  his 
court,  and  marched,  with  his  people,  to  visit  the  Ameer. 
"When  he  [entered  on  the  territory  of  the  Moslemah,  the 
generals  went  forth  to  receive  him  with  their  troops  ;  and 
treating  him  in  conformity  with  the  orders  they  had 
received,  he  was  entertained  with  the  most  splendid  hospi- 
tality :  but  on  the  first  day  of  his  march  they  shut  up  one 
thousand  of  his  cavaliers,  and  did  not  cease  to  do  tlie  sam^e 
until  he  had  reached  Medina  Carmona,  when  there  no 
longer  remained  to  him  more  than  one  thousand  of  his 
people. 

The  three  days  of  hospitality  having  passed,  and  that 
of  departure  arrived,  the  general  in  command  surrounded 
and  detained  the  last  one  thousand  guards  thus  left  to 
the  Christian;  but  when  the  King  of  Bayona  saw  this, 
he  inquired  of  the  Aicayde  of  Carmona,  "If  thus  thou 
leavest  me  without  a  train,  who,  then,  shall  go  in  my  com- 
pany ?"  To  which  the  Aicayde  replied,  "  Thou  shalt  journey 
under  the  safeguard  of  Anasir  Ledinallah,  Ameer  of  the 
Eaithful.  and  beneath  the  shadow  of  the  Moslemah  swords." 
This  accursed  one  accordingly  set  forth  in  that  sort  from 
Carmona — he,  his  wife,  and  his  principal  servants. 

Sanclio  Vn.  King  of  2favarre,  whose  misunderstanding  with  the 
Pope,  then  Celestinelll.  will  be  fresh  in  the  recollection  of  our  readers. 
—Tr! 
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One  of  the  cliief  objects  of  the  Christian  in  this  his  visit  to 
the  Ameer  was  the  ^vish  he  had  to  present  Mohamad 
Abdallah  witli  the  Book  of  the  Prophet,  which  he  bore 
with  liim  in  a  casket  of  gold,  filled  with  precious  perfumes 
and  covered  with  a  costly  green  silk,  richly  adorned, 
having  a  border  of  gold  mingled  with  rubies,  emeralds, 
and  other  jewels  of  untold  value.  This  noble  gift,  which 
the  Infidel  had  inherited  from  his  forefathers,  by  whom  it 
had  been  held  in  great  reverence,  he  now  brought  in  his 
profime  hands,*  proposing  to  present  it  to  the  Ameer 
Amuminin. 

Now  the  distance  from  Carmona  to  Seville  is  about  forty 
miles,  and  the  Ameer  had  commanded  that  the  road,  for 
the  whole  distance,  should  be  lined  with  soldiers.  Erom 
the  gate  of  the  first-named  city  to  that  of  Medina  Seville, 
and  to  the  gate  called  the  Carmona  Gate,  by  which  the 
Christian  was  to  make  his  entrance,  the  latter  was,  there- 
fore, secured  by  files  of  soldiers,  ranged  along  the  whole 
line  in  their  dresses  of  ceremony,  their  lances  borne  aloft, 
or  their  naked  swords  in  their  hands.  The  crossbowmen 
were  also  commanded  to  be  there,  with  their  bows  bent  in 
preparation  for  the  shot. 

Thus  did  the  King  of  Bayona  proceed  from  Carmona  to 
Seville,  making  his  way  beneath  the  shadow  of  the  Mosle- 
mah  sword  and  lance.  The  Ameer  furthermore  gave  orders 
to  the  efiect  that  his  red  pavilion  should  be  erected  at  a 
certain  distance  from  the  Carmona  Gate,  and  in  the  centre 
thereof  were  placed  three  almohadas  or  cushioned  seats ; 
that  done,  Mohamad  Abdallah  summoned  to  his  presence 
an  Aljamiade  general  called  Abu  Giux,  to  whom  he  spoke  as 
follows : — 

"  Thou  seest,  Abu  Giux,  that  I  am  here  prepared  to  meet 
this  Caffre,  and  when  he  cometh  before  me,  it  is  not  possible 
for  me  to  refuse  him  the  due  honour  ;  but  if,  when  he  shall 

*  Tlie  reader  will  not  fail  fo  reinart  that  the  Arahic  writers,  repro- 
duced in  this  part  of  his  work,  by  the  leanied  Conde,  indulge  in 
manj'  vituperative  phrases  rarely  found  in  the  earlier  pages  of  the 
History ;  but  the  Translator  has  not  thought  it  well  to  omit  these 
expressions,  indicative  as  they  are  of  the  spirit  of  the  times :  these 
phrases  also  are  therefore  rendered  with  that  fidelity  which  has  been 
made  tlie  first  duty  of  the  Translator  throughout  these  pages. 

VOL.  TIT.  F 
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enter  my  pavilion,  I  slioiild  rise  from  iny  scat,  I  sliall 
nl'lorwards  regret  haviup;  done  so,  ajid  it  will  ajjpear  to  mo 
an  ollenee  nc^ainst  our  law  and  the  Soona  to  have  done 
that  preat  liouour  to  a  Call're ;  yet  to  remain  seated  would, 
of  a  truth,  be  a  failure  in  courtesy  and  attention,  seeing 
that,  after  all,  ho  is  a  poweri'ul  and  very  great  kinj:;,  who 
hath  come  from  afar  to  visit  me:  this,  then,  is  what  it 
scemeth  to  nie  p;ood  that  thou  Bhonklst  do :  take  thy  seat 
on  the  ahnohada  in  the  centre  of  the  pavilion,  and  when 
this  visitor  enters  by  one  door,  I  will  enter  by  another ; 
whereupon  thou,  arising  from  thy  seat,  shalt  take  me  by 
the  hand  and  place  me  on  the  almohada  to  thy  right,  while 
thou  shalt  also  take  his  hand,  and  seat  him  on  the  left."  And 
ao  "was  the  reception  arranged.  Abu  Griux  seated  himself 
in  the  centre  of  the  pavilion  ;  and  as  the  sovereigns  entered 
each  by  his  door  he  took  them  by  the  hand,  and  seated 
them,  the  Ameer  Amuminin  on  his  right,  and  the  King  of 
Bayona  on  his  left. 

Then  followed  the  compliments  of  salutation,  Abu  Giux 
having  first  said,  "  This  is  the  Ameer  Amuminin,  my 
sovereign,  whom  God  exalt."  That  done,  the  general  pro- 
ceeded to  serve  as  interpreter  in  the  conversation  which 
ensued,  and  the  two  monarchs  discoursed  of  their  affairs  so 
long  as  it  seemed  good  to  them. 

The  conference  being  finished,  the  Ameer  mounted  his 
horse,  the  King  of  Bayona  being  likewise  on  horseback, 
and  following  a  little  after  him  :  thus  they  entered  the  city, 
•with  the  Almohade  generals,  Xeques,  and  troops  of  the 
guard  in  attendance.  The  Ameer  then  retained  his  guest 
for  some  time,  making  him  rich  presents,  such  as  befitted 
so  noble  a  monarch  to  give.  After  these  things,  Mohamad 
Abdallah  dismissed  the  Christian,  and  he  returned  to  his 
own  states  whence  he  had  come,  well  content,  and  rejoicing 
in  the  honourable  reception  accorded  to  him  by  the  Prince 
of  the  Faithful,  Anasir  Lediuallah.  On  all  the  road,  as  he 
made  his  way  back,  the  King  of  Bayona  was  served  and 
attended  in  whatsoever  he  could  desire. 
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EETUBNS  TO  MOEOCCO.     HIS  DEATH. 

No  long  time  had  elapsed  from  tlae  departure  of  tlie  King  of 
Bajona,  before  Mohamad  Abdallah  set  forth  for  the  Sacred 
"War,  directing  his  march  on  the  territory  of  Castille.  He 
left  Seville  on  the  first  day  of  the  moon  Safer,  in  the  year 
608,  nor  made  halt  till  he  had  gained  Sarbaterra,*  which  is 
a  strong  fortress  on  the  summit  of  mountains  so  lofty  that 
they  seem  to  be  suspended  in  the  clouds.  To  this  fortress 
tliere  is  no  road,  save  only  one  path  by  narrow  defiles, 
and  along  the  edges  of  many  a  fearful  abyss.  Here  the 
jMoslemah  force  encamped,  and  laid  siege  to  the  place,  which 
they  attacked  with  infinite  fury,  bringing  no  less  than  forty 
great  catapults,  and  other  engines  of  war,  against  the 
walls.  By  these  means  they  destroyed  all  the  exterior 
works ;  but  it  was,  nevertheless,  found  wholly  impossible  to 
obtain  any  advantage  of  importance. 

Now  tbe  principal  Vizier  of  the  Ameer  Amimiinin  was 
Abu  Said  Aben  Gauia,  who  was  not  of  the  lineage  of  the 
Almohades  ;  on  the  contrary,  he  was  very  much  their  enemy. 
He  had,  indeed,  no  sooner  received  the  ofiice  of  Hagib  and 
first  Vizier  to  Mohamad  Abdallah,  than  he  set  himself  to 
humiliate  and  oppress  the  Almohade  nobles,  insomuch  that 
many  Xeques  and  distinguished  cavaliers,  who  had  con- 
tributed by  their  valour  to  exalt  the  Almoliade  empire, 
now  found  themselves  constrained  to  retire  from  the  service 
of  their  king.  This  was  at  length  carried  so  far  that  there 
remained  to  the  Prince  of  the  Faithful  no  other  ministers 
than  his  first  Vizier  and  a  certain  confidant  of  Abn  Said, — 
an  obscure  person,  called  Aben  Muneza ;  yet  such  was  the 
intimacy  to  which  not  only  the  Vizier,  but  that  INIuneza, 
Avas  admitted,  that  the  Ameer  finally  resolved  on  no  mea- 
sure without  having  taken  the  counsel  of  these  men,  by 
whose  will  he  was  wholly  guided.  And  now,  as,  passing 
beneath  Sarbatera  in  this  campaign  against  Castillo,  the 
king  expressed  his  admiration  of  the  extraordinary  strength 
which  that    fortress    exhibited,   these    two    said    to    him, 

*  The  Arabic  -wiiters  call  this  place  Saritut,  a  corruption  of  Salva- 
tierra. — Conde. 
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"  0  Amccr,  the  army  iinist  not  pass  until  wc  have  entered 
Ihc  castle  by  force  of  nrins ;  :uk1  this,  if  it  isliall  ])lease 
UoJ,  will  be  the  lirst  victory."  J5iit  the  siege  endured  so 
long  that  a  swallow  built  her  nest  upon  the  pavilion  of  the 
Ameer,  and  laid  her  eggs  therein ;  nay,  she  had  tiiiie  even 
to  hatcli  the  same,  and  feed  her  young  till  the  birds  flow- 
away.  That  iiidooked-for  detention — which  exceeded  eight 
mouths — brought  on  the  winter;  and  as  the  season 
increased  in  severity,  provisions  failed,  and  the  cavalry 
wanted  fodder  for  their  horses.  At  length  the  soldiers 
began  to  perish  in  great  numbers,  partly  from  want  of  food, 
and  partly  from  their  exposure  to  the  inclemency  of  the 
weather,  all  which  caused  discontent  to  prevail  throughout 
the  army. 

"When  these  things  were  made  known  to  Alfonso,  and  he 
was  informed  that  the  energy  and  bravery  of  the  JNIoslemali 
were  no  longer  such  as  they  had  brought  with  them  to  the 
battle,  his  heart  rejoiced  greatly ;  and  availing  himself  of 
the  opportunity  thus  offered  to  him,  he  raised  his  crosses 
without  delay,  when  the  banners  of  the  Infidel  were  quickly 
floating  over  all  parts  of  the  land.  Many  Christian  kings 
likewise  assembled  their  forces  and  gathered  round  him, 
their  powerful  hosts  well  provided  with  every  necessary  for 
war,  and  these  being  continually  augmented  by  the  people 
who  flocked  to  join  them  from  all  parts. 

Beholding  that  assemblage,  and  finding  himself  at  the 
bead  of  so  numerous  an  army,  the  exultation  of  Alfonso 
attained  its  height ;  and  he  pressed  forward,  with  more  and 
more  eagerness,  for  the  contest.  The  people  of  Santa 
Maria  marched  forth  to  his  encounter ;  but  they  were  ill- 
advised,  and  their  imprudence  enabled  Alfonso  to  defeat 
them.  He  then  continued  to  advance  along  the  frontier 
line  of  the  Moslemah,  and  crossing  the  same,  he  entered 
their  territory,  and  laid  siege  to  Calatrava. 

That  fortress  was  then  under  the  command  of  the  brave 
and  experienced  general,  Abul  Hegiag  Ben  Cadis,  with 
seventy  Moslemah  cavaliers,  who  maintained  and  defended 
it.  The  siege  was  eagerly  pressed  by  Alfonso,  who  renewed 
his  assaults  by  night  and  day,  when  many  obstinate  con- 
flicts ensued  ;  but  Aben  Cadis  and  his  people  defended  the 
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place  with  infinite  valour  and  steadiness  ;  nor  could  the  furj 
of  the  Infidel  prevail. 

Tlie  garrison  was  nevertheless  in  a  grievous  straJt,  and 
Aben  Cadis  daily  despatched  letters  to  the  Ameer  Aniu- 
miiiin,  making  known  to  him  the  exhausted  condition  of  his 
resources,  and  entreating  aid ;  declaring  at  length  tliat  if 
the  king  did  not  presently  send  him  succours,  it  would  not 
be  possible  for  hira  longer  to  hold  the  fortress. 

These  letters  were,  meanwhile,  never  seen  by  Muhama  1 
Abdallah,  from  whom  they  were  concealed  by  his  Vizier, 
lest  he  should  depart  from  Sarbaterra  before  effecting  the 
reduction  of  that  castle.  And  the  same  thing  occurred  in 
respect  to  many  other  affiiirs  of  the  state,  with  none  of 
which  the  Ameer  was  made  acquainted ;  neither  were  the 
complaints  and  repi-esentations  of  his  subjects  permitted 
to  reach  his  ears,  all  being  intercepted  by  the  Vizier. 

Thus  it  came  to  pass,  that  when  the  siege  of  Calatrava 
had  been  prolonged  until  Aben  Cadis  had  lost  the  greater 
part  of  his  people,  who  had  died  some  of  hunger  and  others 
of  their  wounds,  he  had  obtained  some  remission  of  their 
sufferings  by  fixing  a  term  with  Alfonso,  wl.ich  having 
elapsed,  he  had  promised  to  surrender  the  fortress  if  not 
relieved  within  the  limits  of  the  period  so  assigned  :  but  this 
he  had  done  in  thQ.  uudoubting  trust  that  succours  would  be 
sent  him  by  the  Ameer.  Tiie  time  was  now  expired,  but 
no  succours  arrived  :  wherefore  the  general  saw  himself 
compelled  to  resign  the  fortress  of  Calatrava  to  the  hands 
of  Alfonso,  and  so  was  it  done,  tlie  enemy  abiding  by  the 
conditions  he  had  offered,  which  were  that  those  within  the 
walls  should  be  free  to  go  or  stay  at  their  pleasure,  the 
security  of  life  extending  to  the  soldiers,  as  well  as  to  the 
inhabitants  and  people  of  service  ;  but  all  the  Moslem  a]  i 
went  forth,  and  the  Christians  then  took  possession  or' 
Calatrava. 

Aben  Cadis  himself  departed  for  the  army  of  the  Ameer 
Amuminin,  whither  his  fatlier-in-law,  who  was  a  very  brave 
and  virtuous  cavalier,  from  whom  he  had  received  much 
service  and  many  proofs  of  valour  during  the  siege,  was 
fully  determined  to  bear  him  company.  Aben  Cadis  de- 
clared on  the  contrary,  that  he  would  not  have  him  do  sc 
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siiu'o  it  was  certain  tluit  he  was  going  to  bis  deatli,  and  it 
wonUl  he  lor  tlio  f,'r(>a[i>r  fseciiiMty  o\'  tho  old  man  tliat  lie 
sliouKl  remain  in  Calatruva,.  To  tliiis  the  t'xcullcnt  cavalier 
replied,  that  he  wonld  not  bo  entreated  from  accompanying 
liis  son-in-law,  and  (lie  less,  as  he  well  knew  the  fate  pre- 
l)arintr  for  him  ;  but  he  added,  that  his  life  had  been  exposed 
to  perils  full  many  a  time,  seeing  that  he  had  not  even  then 
shunned  t()  aifront  a  thonsand  dangers  for  tho  dei'ence  and 
security  of  the  Moslemah  of  Calatrava,  and  in  the  siege  jnst 
terminated.  In  conclusion  he  juIcLhI,  as  he  liad  not  died 
with  him  there,  he  desired  to  die  in  his  company  elsewhere, 
if  death  were  indeed  to  be  inllicted  at  that  time.  vVt  a 
word,  he  left  his  friejid  and  son-in-law  no  choice  in  the 
matter,  but  compelled  Abeu  Cadis  to  take  him  in  bis 
company. 

AVhen  they  approached  the  camp  of  the  Aineer,  some 
of  the  principal  generals  of  Andalusia  came  forth  to  meet 
them,  saluting  them  and  informing  them  of  the  state  of 
things,  adding,  moreover,  that  they  had  grievous  doubts  of 
the  late  reserved  for  them  on  their  arrival.  The  A^izier 
Abul  Said  Aben  Gania  was  presently  informed  of  the 
arrival  of  the  two  generals,  and  commanding  that  they 
.should  be  lodged  by  the  Negro  Guard,  he  furthermore 
gave  orders  to  the  effect  that  Aben  Cadis  and  his  father-in- 
law  should  be  but  evil  entreated  in  the  lodging  thus  assigned 
to  them ;  nay,  the  hands  of  the  two  leaders  were  subse- 
quently fastened  behind  their  backs,  and  they  were  thus 
detained  as  prisoners.  •  The  Vizier  then  repaired  to  the 
pavilion  of  the  Ameer,  and  when  Muhamad  Abdallah  en- 
quired of  him,  "What  hath  become  of  Aben  Cadis,  that  he 
doth  not  come  with  thee  ?"  Abul  Said  replied,  "  Traitors, 
O  King,  are  not  fittingly  presented  to  the  Commander  of 
the  Faithful."  He  then  proceeded  to  dispose  the  mind  of 
the  Ameer  to  the  injury  of  the  two  generals,  and  so  em- 
bittered their  sovereign  against  them,  that  he  commanded 
his  guards  to  lead  them  to  his  presence,  when  he  reproached 
them  with  heavy  words,  accusing  them  of  a  treason  which 
they  had  not  committed,  and  refusing  to  hear  their  excul- 
pations. Finally,  jMuhamad  Abdallah  gave  orders  for  their 
instant  death,  when  they  were  dragged  forth  accordingly, 
and  died  pierced  by  the  lances  of  the  guard. 
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All  the  army  felt  revolted  by  that  spectacle  of  horror,  and 
the  effect  produced  thereby  was  a  very  bad  one ;  those  who 
most  openly  bewailed  and  condemned  that  cruelty  being  the 
Andalusians,  whose  good  will  to  the  war  was  changed  to 
worse  than  indifference  thereby,  and  the  previous  loyalty  of 
their  intentions  was  much  disturbed  by  what  they  then 
vsdtnessed.  The  Vizier,  being  made  acquainted  with  the 
complaints  of  those  troops,  soon  conceived  suspicions  as  to 
what  might  be  their  ultimate  purposes,  and  commanding 
them  to  be  summoned  to  the  royal  pavilion,  he  announced 
to  them,  in  the  presence  of  the  Ameer,  that  they  were 
thenceforward  to  have  nothing  in  common  with  the  Almo- 
bades,  but  were  to  be  encamped  apart  from  all,  and  perform 
a  distinct  ;5ervice. 

Now  the  King  Anasir  Ledinallah  was  much  concerned 
for  the  loss  of  Calatrava  ;  nay,  the  vexation  it  caused  him 
was  so  bitter,  that  for  some  days  the  despite  and  anger  he 
felt  was  such  as  to  prevent  him  from  either  eating  or  sleep- 
ing. Knowing,  moreover,  that  the  army  of  Alfonso  was  very 
near  his  camp,  he  was  the  more  desirous  of  seeing  himself 
freed  from  the  labours  of  the  siege  whicli  had  detained  him 
so  long:  he  therefore  commanded  that  repeated  assaults 
should  be  made  upon  the  fortress  ;  and  these  were  con- 
tinued, until  the  Christians,  having  lost  the  greater  part  of 
their  number,  were  compelled  to  surrender ;  yet  they  would 
even  then  not  do  so  but  by  capitulation  ;  and  the  conditions 
being  arranged,  in  the  last  day  of  Dylhagia,  of  the  year  608, 
Sarbaterra  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Ameer. 

When  Alfonso  knew  that  the  fortress  of  Sarbaterra  had 
surrendered,  he  marched  to  the  encounter  of  Kiug  Anasir 
Ledinallah,  with  all  the  Christian  kings  who  had  come  to 
his  assistance ;  and  the  prince  of  the  Faithful,  made  aware 
of  his  approach,  immediately  sallied  forth  with  his  Mosle- 
mah  to  encounter  the  Infidel.  The  two  hosts  came  in  sight 
of  each  other  at  a  place  called  Hisn  Alacaub,  and  there  they 
made  halt.  King  Anasir  Ledinallah  then  passed  his  troops 
in  review,  and  having  done  so,  he  caused  his  red  pavilion  to 
be  erected  as  the  signal  that  he  proposed  to  give  battle : 
the  tent  was  fixed  accordingly  on  a  slight  eminence,  when 
the  Ameer  took  his  place  therein,  seated  on  an  Adarga  or 
small  shield,  with  his  horse  saddled  and  standing  before  the 
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entrance.  Aclrcloofliis  guards  stood  round  the  pavilion, 
forniiui;  a  barrier  ou  all  sides  with  their  arms.  In  I'ront  of 
the  miards  was  then  arrayed  the  whole  army  with  tiicir 
banners  and  Atamborcs,  and  amidst  the  troops  was  the 
^'izier  and  (Jeneral  Abiil  Said  Aben  Oania. 

The  lu)st  of  the  Ciu'istians  then  advanced  in  good  order 
to  the  battle,  and  the  multitude  of  those  forces  was  such 
that  in  its  extension  over  the  field  the  sight  was  as  that  of 
the  countless  swarms  of  the  locust.*  The  volunteers,  who 
formed  a  body  of  one  hundred  and  seventy  thousand  men, 
proceeded  to  the  encounter  of  the  Infidel ;  but  their  com- 
panies fell  into  confusion,  and  failing  to  attack  the  foe  in 
concert,  they  were  surrounded  in  detail  by  detached  bodies 
of  his  countless  hordes,  w'hen  a  fearful  carnage  was  made 
among  their  ranks.  The  Moslemah  maintained  the  fight,  it> 
is  true,  with  admirable  valour  and  endurance  :  the  volunteera 
who  that  day  obtained  the  crown,  of  martydom  were  beyond 
the  power  of  man  to  count, — there  was  none  that  would 
look  back,  and  they  died  fighting  to  the  last  man. 

The  Christians  next  made  a  charge  of  irresistible  im- 
petuosity on  the  Almohades  and  Alarabes,  who  performed 
prodigies  of  valour ;  but  in  the  hottest  of  the  battle,  and 
when  the  combatants  of  both  armies,  covered  with  blood, 
were  half  concealed  beneath  the  dust  raised  in  the  fierceness 
of  that  conflict,  the  Andalusian  generals,  with  their  well- 
appointed  troops,  turned  their  bridles  and  lied  the  field. 
This  they  were  incited  to  do  by  the  hatred  and  de?iire  for 
vengeance  which  they  had  nourished  in  their  hearts  from  the 
moment  when  they  beheld  the  unjustly  inflicted  death  of 
that  brave  and  noble  captain  Aben  Cadis  ;  and  it  was  on 
this  weighty  and  important  occasion  that  they  determined 
to  take  revenge  for  the  affronts  they  had  received  from  the 
Vizier  Aben  Gauia  Abu  Said,  and  for  his  insufferable  inso- 
lence towards  their  body. 

AVhen  the  Almohades,  Alarabes,  and  other  tribes  of 
Almagreb,  saw  the  flight  of  the  Andalusians,  and  perceived 

*  This  battle  took  place  during  the  pontificate  of  Innocent  III. ;  and 
that  Pontiff,  justly  alarmed  by  tlie  vast  preparations  which  the  Mosle- 
mah had  made  for  the  war,  caused  a  crusade  to  be  published,  which 
united  nearly  aU  the  Christian  princes  against  the  sovereign  of 
Tslrra.— T;-. 
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also  that  the  brave  volunteer  legion  had  been  cut  to  pieces, 
while  the  weight  of  that  fiery  conflict  pressed  ever  more 
cruelly  on  themselves,  and  the  impetuosity  of  the  Christians, 
as  they  bore  on  the  right  flank  of  the  JNIoslemah  host,  was 
every  moment  increasing,  they  also  fell  into  confusion,  and 
began  to  fly  before  their  enemies.  The  Christian  com- 
batants then  followed  them  with  yet  greater  eagerness, 
attacking  and  breaking  their  lines  in  all  directions,  until 
they  had  utterly  defeated  that  portion  of  the  Moslemah  army 
likewise. 

The  Infidel  troops  next  attacked  the  circle  of  the  Negro 
guards  which  surrounded  the  Ameer,  but  found  that  to  be 
an  impenetrable  wall,  on  which  they  could  make  no  impres- 
sion :  Avheeling  their  fiery  horses,  they  gave  the  spines  of 
the  animals  to  the  points  of  the  brave  lifeguards'  lances,  but 
again  returning  to  the  charge  with  an  impetuosity  not  to  be 
resisted,  they  finally  broke  the  Xegro  bands  and  destroyed 
the  defence  which  had  been  presented  by  that  body  of  the 
royal  guard.  The  Ameer  Muhamad  Abdallah  was  mean- 
while still  seated  on  the  Adarga  in  the  midst  of  his  pavilion, 
saying,  "  God  alone  is  true,  and  Satan  is  a  betrayer."  But 
when  the  Christians  had  nearly  penetrated  to  where  he  sat, 
and  those  who  had  so  bravely  defended  him  had  died  fight- 
ing, very  few  now  remaining  of  the  ten  thousand  men  com- 
posing his  Negro  guard,  an  Arabian  came  to  him  with  a 
swift  mare,  and  said,  "  How  long  wilt  thou  yet  remain 
seated,  O  Ameer!  The  judgment  of  God  hath  already 
been  spoken,  and  the  Moslemah  arc  fully  defeated."  Then 
^luhamad  Abdallah  arose,  and  was  about  to  mount  his 
horse,  which  stood  there  ready  for  his  use,  as  hath  been 
said:  but  the  Arabian  added,  ''  Nay,  rather  do  thou  mount 
this  mare  of  a  noble  race,  who  knoweth  not  how  to  fail 
her  rider  in  his  need,  and  may  God  give  thee  deliverance,  for 
in  thy  life  is  the  safety  of  all." 

King  Muhamad  mounted  the  mare  accordingly,  while  the 
Arabian  took  his  horse,  and  they  fled  together,  surrounded 
by  the  confused  crowd  of  fugitives,  which  were  the  miserable 
relics  of  the  Ameer  Muhamad  Ben  Jakob's  slaughtered 
guards. 

The  Christians  followed  haid  in  pursuit,  and  continued 
the  carnage  of  the  Moslemah  till  deep  in  the  night,  when 
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the  latter  passed  liours  of  terror,  wherein  tlio  swords  of  the 
Iiitidel  (lid  not  i't>ase  to  lord  it  over  tlicm  until  thoy  Ic^l't  not 
one  of  so  many  tiiousauda  reiiKiiiiiiif,'  alive  ;  for  it  had 
pleased  Alfonso  to  ii^sue  a  command  to  the  effect  th.it  no 
eaptivo  slKudd  he  taken,  but  that  all  the  Moslemah  should 
bo  killed  ;  whence  it  happened  that  in  the  atrocious  conilict 
of  Alaeaiib  there  were  no  prisoners  made,  but  all  were  put 
to  the  sword.  This  fearful  rout  of  the  Eaithful  took  ])lace 
on  IMondav,  the  15th  of  the  moon  Safer,  in  the  year  009; 
and  from  ihat  day  commenced  the  decay  of  the  Moslemah 
])Ower  in  Spain,  since  their  affairs  were  never  afterwards 
found  to  prosper  therein,  and  the  Christian  foe,  becoming; 
masters  of  one  district  after  another,  gradually  occupied 
and  kept  possession  of  almost  all  the  land.*  It  is  true  that 
the  mischief  was  in  part  repaired  by  the  Amter  Amuminin 
Abn  Jakob  Juzef,  called  Almostansir  Billah,  who  was  the 
sou  of  this  Auasir  Ledinallah — on  whom  may  God  have  had 
,  merc}^ — seeing  that  Abu  Jakob  did  to  a  certain  exteut  re- 
establish the  suprem;^.cy  of  the  Faithful :  nay,  that  monarch 
raised  the  minarets  ouce  again,  and  to  a  certain  extent  suc- 
ceeded in  subjugating  the  Infidel,  of  whose  territories  lie 
occupied  a  considerable  portion,  which  he  had  conquered  by 
might  of  arms. 

When  Alfonso — may  the  curse  of  Allah  rest  upon  him — 
Lad  thus  happily  for  the  Christian  cause  concluded  the  battle 
of  Alacaub,  he  passed  on  with  his  victorious  army  to  Medina 
tJbeda,  which  he  took  by  storm,  and  did  not  leave  a  Mosle- 
man  alive  therein,  whether  high  or  low,  great  or  small.  He 
subsequently  continued  to  make  himself  master  of  other 
places,  until  he  had  successively  obtained  possession  of  ail 
the  principal  cities,  insomuch  that  there  remained  but  a 
very  small  part  of  the  country  in  the  hands  of  the  Faith- 
ful, and  even  that  portion  was  perturbed  by  continual 
dissensions,  until  it  pleased  God  to  place  it  in  the  hands  of 
the  Beni  Merina  sovereigns — to  whom  may  Allah  grant 
prosperity  If 

*  A  result  to  which  Sancho  VII.  contributed  in  no  small  degree : 
the  King  of  Is'avarre  having  taken  part  therein,  with  all  the  force  he 
could  muster,  notwithstanding  the  visit  paid  to  Muhamad  Abdallah, 
as  related  in  t'ae  text,  or  perhaps  in  consequence  of  that  visit. — Tr. 

t  The  latter  part  of  the  passage  in   the   text  which  relates  to  the 
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Of  the  Christian  kings  who  were  present  at  the  battle  of 
Alacaub,  and  who  assisted  to  take  Ubeda,  it  hath  been  re- 
ported that  not  one  of  them  survived  to  the  end  of  the  year, 
but  all  came  to  an  evil  end. 

The  Ameer  of  the  Faithful,  who  directed  his  flight 
towards  Medina  Seville  after  his  defeat  in  the  battle  of 
Alacaub,  arrived  in  that  city  during  the  last  decade  of 
Dylhagia,  in  the  above-mentioned  year. 

Now  this  Ameer  had  vaunted  himself  much,  and  with  a 
vain  and  light  presumption,  on  the  infinite  number  of  his 
troops  :  he  had  looked  with  complacency  on  the  force,  order, 
and  arrangement  of  that  host,  seeing  that  for  this  campaign 
he  had  assembled  a  multitude  both  of  cavalry  and  infantry, 
such  as  no  other  king  had  ever  before  collected,  one  hun- 
dred and  seventy  thousand  volunteers  forming  part  of  that 
army,  as  hatli  been  related,  while  there  were  three  hundred 
thousand  soldiers,  who  were  all  excellent  Almohade,  Zenete, 
and  Arabian  troops.  Such,  therefore,  was  the  presumption 
of  Mohamad  Abdallah,  and  so  great  was  his  confidence  in  that 
multitude  of  men,  that  he  believed  there  was  no  power  in 
humanity  which  might  avail  to  conquer  them.  But  the 
Glorious  and  Omnipotent  Allah  made  manifest  to  him  the 
truth  that  victory  is  in  His  hands  alone,  as  is  the  power 
and  the  glory  :  so  great  is  Allah — so  glorious  and  so 
adorable. 

When  the  Ameer  Amuminin  returned  to  Moi'occo  after 
tliat  unhappy  campaign  of  Alacaub,  he  made  arrangements 
for  declaring  his  son  Cid  Abu  Jakob  Juzef,  who  called 
himself  Almostansir  Billah,  successor  in  the  empire.  The 
principal  Almohade  Xeques  took  the  oath  of  allegiance  to 
that  prince  accordingly  ;  and  his  name  was  added  to  the 
Chotba  in  all  the  Alminbars  of  the  empire.  This  cerem.ony 
took  place  towards  the  end  of  the  moon  Dylhagia,  in  the 
year  G09,*  when  the  prince  was  in  his  tenth  year. 

battle  of  Tolosa,  or  of  Alacaub,  as  the  Arabic  writers  call  it,  is  extracted 
in  substance  from  the  metrical  history  of  the  Beni  Meriua  dynasty, 
called  "  The  Odour  of  the  Rose,"  and  which  was  written  by  Ismail  Ben 
Juzef,  annalist  of  tliosc  sovereigns,  on  the  history  of  whose  domination 
we  shall  presently  enter. — Tr. 

*  This  is  690  in  tlie  text ;  but  that  date  is  manifestly  an  error  of  the 
press. 
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Tho  solomnitios  of  tlio  jilU'ijjiam'o  bcMnf^  at  an  end,  tlio 
AnuHT  of  tho  I'\ulliful,  IMiihaiiu'cl  Alxlallnli,  Avitlulrcw  from 
tlu>  atfairs  of  his  ooiu-t,  conccaliiiti;  and  nhiiUiiiLi;  liiiuself  np 
in  his  Alcazar,  where  lie  resigned  himself  to  idleness  and 
the  secret  ]>leasurcs  of  his  <:;ardeiis.  Thus  the  reins  of 
goveniiiuMit  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  I'riuce  and  his  viziers, 
who  satisiied  llicir  passion  for  vengeance,  and  gratified  their 
particular  interests,  in  his  name,  to  the  injury  of  all.  Some 
writers  have  asserted  that  Muhamed  Abdallah  retired  from 
his  court  in  despair  at  tho  evil  fortune  which  had 
bi'fallen  him  at  Alacaub,  and  which  had  caused  him  a 
sadness  of  heart  never  to  be  conquered  ;  but  others  main- 
tain that  he  was  induced  to  that  retirement  by  idleness  and 
poverty  of  spirit  only,  which  caused  him  to  avoid  all  business, 
and  neither  to  desire  nor  seek  anything  but  the  pleasures 
of  life. 

The  Ameer  Muhamed  Abdallah,  called  Anasir  Ledi- 
nallah,  gave  the  government  of  the  province  of  Africa  to  hia 
kinsman  the  Xeque  Abu  IMohamed  Abdul  Kalid  Ben  Abis 
Hafas  Omar  Ben  Yahye,  of  the  tribe  llinteta,  ancestor  of 
the  Beni  Merina,  kings  of  Tunis.  Among  the  viziers  of 
Mohamed  Ben  Abdallali  he  liad  one  of  but  little  understand- 
ing, called  Aben  Mutenna.  That  the  term  of  this 
unfortunate  monarch's  days  was  advanced  by  force  i3 
considered  certain, — a  poisoned  drink  was  given  to  him  ;  nay 
the  A'enora  thus  administered  was  so  potent  that  he  died 
a  few  hours  after  drinking  the  potion  wherein  it  was  con- 
tained. The  departure  from  life  of  the  King  Ledinallah 
took  place  on  Wednesday,  the  11th  of  the  noble  moon 
Xaban,  in  the  year  GIO,  after  he  had  reigned  fifteen 
years  four  months  and  eighteen  days,  the  first  day  of  his 
sovereignty  being  Friday,  the  22ud  of  Eebie  Priniera,  in 
the  year  595,  when  he  was  proclaimed,  and  the  last,  the 
18th  of  the  moon  Xaban,  as  above  said,  in  which  he  died. 


CHAP.  LYI. — CALIPHATE  OF  ALMOSTAySIR  BILI-AIT.  OF  THE  ADMINIS- 
TEATION  OF  THE  GOVEEUMENT  DITEING  THE  MINORITY  OF  THE  CALIPH. 
OF  HIS  DEATH,  AND  THE  WAE  OF  SUCCESSION. 

The  Ameer  of  the  Faithful,  Jusef  Almostansir  Elllah,  called 
also  Almanzor  Billah,  was  the  son  of  Muhamed  Abdallaii 


^7*7 


A.D.  1213.]  CALIPHATE  OF  ALMOSTAKSIU  EILLAII.  77 

Ben  Jakob  Ben  Jiisef  Ben  Abdelmumen  Ben  Aly  Anasir, 
and  was  left  by  the  death  of  liis  father  at  a  very  tender  age, 
not  having  then  completed  his  eleventh  year.  The  mother 
■who  bore  him  was  called  Fatima,  and  she  was  a  daughter  of 
Aben  Aly  Juzef  Ben  Abdelmumen  Ben  Aly  ;  consequently 
of  the  same  race  with  his  father.  The  name  by  which  he 
was  most  commonly  known  was  Abu  Jakob.  He  was  of 
moderate  stature  and  fair  proportions,  had  a  florid  and 
beautiful  complexion,  long  black  hair,  and  beautiful  black  eyes, 
but  with  an  expression  of  countenance  somewhat  arrogant 
and  haughty.  The  Alcatibes  or  secretaries  of  Almostansir 
Blllali  were  those  of  his  father ;  his  viziers  were  men  of  his 
own  kindred  and  the  Almohade  Xeques  who  possessed  the 
confidence  of  those  kinsmen.  His  uncles  governed  the 
states  of  the  youthful  monarch  with  absolute  and  despotic 
power,  distributing  tlie  provinces  to  those  in  their  intimacy 
at  their  own  will  and  pleasure,  and  as  seemed  them  good. 

When  the  festivities  which  solemnised  the  proclamation 
of  Almostansir  Billah  had  been  brought  to  a  close,  his  uncle, 
Cid  Abu  Mohamed  Abdallah  Ben  Alnianzor,  departed  from 
Morocco  and  passed  into  Spain,  where  he  held  the  office  of 
Wall  of  Valencia.  But  this  Xeque  also  held  the  cities  of 
Xatiba,  Deina,  Murcia,  and  their  dependencies,  as  his  own, 
the  most  weighty  aflairs  of  that  sovereignty  being  conducted 
in  Aha  Muhamed's  name  by  his  JNTaib  or  lieutenant,  the 
Xeque  Said  Aben  Bai'gan,  one  of  the  principal  generals  of  the 
Almohades.  Another  uncle  of  Almostansir  Billah,  Abdallah 
the  Elder  namely,  exercised  almost  equal  power  in  the 
province  of  Africa,  whither  he  had  repan-ed  for  the  purpose 
of  putting  down  certain  rebellious  movements  which  had 
been  excited  by  the  party  of  Yahye  Ben  Ishac  El  Mayorki. 
But  Cid  Abu  Abdallah  not  only  ruled  Andalusia  as  the 
absolute  sovereign  of  the  country,  giving  Alcaydias, 
governments,  and  offices  of  all  kinds  at  Jiis  pleasure,  or  as 
it  suited  his  Vizier  to  suggest  to  him ;  he  did  much  worse, 
since  he  bestowed  those  employments  without  regard  to  the 
virtues  or  merits  of  those  that  received  them,  and  tliought 
only  of  the  gifts  they  brought.  Erom  this  state  of  things 
much  injustice  resulted,  and  the  vexations  inflicted  on  the 
cities  and  Comarcas  caused  a  general  discontent  to  prevail  in 
the  ranks  of  the  people.     An  Alcayde  or  Caii  was  now  per- 
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itiittcd  to  rctaiu  liis  oflico  no  lonpjor  than  tlio  momeut  wlien 
anotlior  ofloivd  moro  tlmn  lio  luul  paid  for  tliat  tenancy  or 
jurisdiction.  The  rich  and  powcrrul  turned  ilie  balance  of 
justice  at  their  wills ;  with  their  treasures  they  could  pur- 
chase whatever  their  hearts  desired,  even  to  impunity  for 
their  crimes.  Thus  there  wero  no  longer  upright  defenders 
of  justice,  and  judges  rigid  in  the  maintenance  of  equity,  to 
be'found  in  the  land.  The  conscientious  administration  of 
better  times  was  replaced  by  avaricious  mercenaries  and 
covetous  seekers  after  fortune, — a  race  ever  found  to  be 
violent,  venal,  and  dangerous  in  the  highest  degree  to  the 
welfare  of  the  state. 

The  Christians  availed  themselves  eagerly  of  the  oppor- 
tunity oft'ered  by  this  lamentable  condition  of  things,  and 
thought  only  of  extending  the  conquests  they  had  already 
commenced  so  happily.  Inflated  by  the  victory  of  Alacaub, 
as  fortimate  for  them"  as  it  was  fatal  and  destructive  to  the 
Moslemah,  they  determined  to  profit  to  the  utmost  by  the 
occasion  which  they  saw  to  be  presented.  For  it  had  not 
been  concealed  from  the  Infidel  assailants  that  the  IMoslemah 
were  much  dismayed  and  defeated  by  that  unhappy  cam- 
paign in  Alacaub  ;  they  knew,  moreover,  that  instead  of 
turning  all  their  thoughts  to  the  recovery  of  their  losses 
and  the  restoration  of  their  supremacy,  the  Faithful  had 
now  become  divided  into  parties  and  factions,  the  too 
frequent  causes  of  decadence  and  ruin. 

The  Christian  powers  therefore  assembled  their  people, 
entered  the  territory  of  the  Moslemah,  laid  waste  the 
fields  and  drove  off  the  flocks  in  their  usual  mannei',  con- 
timiing  that  devastating  march  without  meeting  any  man 
who  attempted  to  bar  their  progress  until  they  had  advanced 
even  to  Medina-Ubeda,  and  Baeza.  Nay,  they  even 
occupied  those  cities  for  a  certain  period,  but  they  could  not 
long  maintain  themselves  therein,  seeing  that  both  were 
situated  too  far  within  the  Moslemah  frontier  to  be 
peaceably  held  by  the  Infidel. 

In  the  year  61*3  the  Christians  took  the  town  of  Donias 
and  the  stronghold  of  Hisna  Bejor,  subsequently  proceeding 
to  besiege  the  fortress  of  Alcaraz  ;  that  place  was  enabled  by 
the  inaccessible  site  on  which  it  stood  to  defend  itself  success- 
fully ^br  some  time,  but  after  two  months  of    obstinate 
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conflict,  the  succours,  which  the  general  defending  the  fort 
had  trusted  in,  not  arriving,  and  all  hope  of  such  being  lost, 
the  garrison  was  compelled  to  surrender,  when  a  similar 
fate  befel  other  towns  of  inferior  strength  situate  in  the 
same  district. 

In  the  Algarve  or  western  part  of  Spain,  moreover,  the 
Christians  worked  as  fearful  evil  at  that  unhappy  time,  over- 
running the  country  in  sanguinary  hordes,  by  whom  the  fields 
were  devastated,  and  the  people  carried  away  captive  or 
deprived  of  life,  which  last  was  the  lot  of  great  numbers. 
The  enemy  also  besieged  the  fortress  of  Cantara  on  the 
Tagus,  and  after  a  short  resistance  made  themselves  masters 
of  the  place  by  force  of  arms. 

In  the  moon  of  Giumada  Primera,  in  the  year  614,  the 
Christians  and  people  of  France  came  against  Alcazar 
Alfekeh  :  the  place  was  well  defended  by  AbdaDah  Ben 
Mohamad  Ben  "Wazir,  who  was  the  Wali  of  that  fortress, 
the  command  of  which  he  had  inherited  from  his  father. 
Yet  did  the  Iniiuel  succeed  in  storming  the  fortress  after 
many  obstinate  combats,  and  they  then  took  the  heads 
off"  more  than  one  thousand  of  the  Moslemah  cavaliers. 
Abdallah  himself  escaped  with  life,  although  he  was  taken 
prisoner.  Being  subsequently  ransomed,  he  passed  over  to 
Morocco,  but  returned  at  a  later  period  to  Spain,  when  he 
died  a  tragical  death,  together  with  his  brother,  Ibrahim 
Ben  Mohamad,  in  the  Alfitna,  maintained  by  Abu  Abdallah 
Ben  Juzef  Aben  Hud  Algiuzami. 

In  that  same  year  of  614,  the  Christians  advanced  even 
to  the  frontiers  of  Toledo,  their  desolating  bands  taking 
their  way  by  Calatrava  and  Consugrea :  thus,  subjugating 
the  country  as  they  proceeded,  the  Christian  troops  arrived 
before  Medina  Baiza,  to  which  city  they  laid  siege.  But 
tlie  Xeque  Cid  Mohamad,  nncle  of  the  King  Almostansir 
Billah,  who  held  the  province  of  Cordova  and  its  frontiers, 
was  then  at  Medina  Baiza  with  a  well-appointed  force  of 
cavalry ;  wherefore,  sallying  forth  upon  the  enemy,  he  de- 
feated them  in  several  skirmishes  and  surprises,  compelling 
the  Christian  hordes  to  strike  their  camp  and  retire  within 
their  own  frontiers. 

The  government  of  Seville  was  in  the  hands  of  Cid  Abu 
Aly,  while  his  Xeques  held  those  of  Sidonia,  Xeres,  Ecija, 
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and  Carniona  :  those  £Tcncr.ils  now  hastened  to  the  assistance 
of  AVi'stcrn  Spain,  \\licro  tln>  Clirislians  wciv  occupying;  tlie 
Coniarcas  with  a  poworl'iil  army,  and  had  laid  aicge  to 
Alcazar  do  Abidenia.  The  AVali  of  Xores  marched  against 
tliein  with  a  strong  force  of  cavalry  from  Cordova  and 
Seville,  intending  to  carry  succours  to  the  besieged ;  but 
the  oi)i)osing  arnucs  met  before  the  A\''ali  could  attain  his  end, 
and  after  a  sanguinary  conflict,  wherein  the  Moslen)ali 
performed  prodigies  of  valour,  Cid  jMohamad  was  compelled 
to  yield  the  day  to  the  superior  numbers  and  good  fortune 
of  the  Christians,  who  defeated  and  put  him  to  flight.  The 
Infidel  then  followed  eagerly  in  pursuit,  and  slew  vast 
numbers  of  the  Moslemah,  whose  wounds  and  wearied  con- 
dition, exhausted  as  they  were  with  their  efforts  in  the  fight, 
did  not  leave  them  a  chance  of  escape  from  the  fury  of  their 
enemy. 

The  loss  of  Alcazar  de  Abidenis  was  the  immediate  result 
of  that  defeat,  and  the  Christians,  having  made  good  their 
entrance,  put  to  death  all  living  creatures  whom  they  found 
therein — men,  women,  and  children — without  sparing  the 
life  of  any  who  held  by  Islam.  This  unhappy  circumstance 
took  place  in  the  year  6 1 5. 

In  that  same  year  of  615,  Abu  Ibrahim  Ishac  commanded 
the  construction  of  the  Alcazar  of  Scid,  which  is  a  large 
palace  on  the  banks  of  thcXcnil, outside  the  city  of  Granada: 
he  also  caused  to  be  erected  the  Eabita  or  burial-place  of 
the  kings,  which  is  in  front  of  that  palace. 

In  the  year  616;  the  Christian  conquerors,  encouraged  by 
their  previous  successes,  made  an  attempt  upon  the  cities 
of  Cazires  and  Torgiela,  advancing  to  the  siege  of  the 
first-named  place,  and  feeling  confident  in  their  power  to 
render  themselves  masters  of  the  same  ;  but  the  cavalry 
watching  the  frontier  of  Algarve,  thirsting  for  vengeance 
and  eager  for  the  combat,  fell  upon  the  camp  of  the  Chris- 
tians one  morning  at  dawn  of  day,  attacking  their  enemy 
with  such  terrible  impetuosity,  that,  thus  taken  by  surprise, 
they  were  defeated  and  massacred  before  they  had  found  time 
to  offer  an  effectual  defence,  the  Moslemah  making  a  fearful 
carnage  among  their  bands.  The  attempt  of  the  Christian 
leaders  to  establish  order  in  the  terrified  masses  proved 
of  no  avail, — all  fled  in  dismay,  well  followed  in  their  flight 
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by  tlie  cavaliers  of  Xeres  and  Seville,  whose  lances  kept 
them  faithful  company  to  the  last,  when  the  field  lay  covered 
beneath  the  dead  and  those  who  were  soon  to  be  numbered 
with  them.  The  tents,  machines  of  war,  provisions,  flocks, 
and  i\Ioslemah  captives,  then  in  the  power  of  the  Infidel,  all 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  victors,  no  man  attempting  to 
save  anything,  his  life  excepted  ;  nor  were  there  many  who 
could  succeed  in  doing  so  much,  seeing  that  those  who  had 
formed  that  force  were  left  for  the  most  part  to  be  the  food 
of  beasts  and  birds  of  prey. 

The  incursions  made  by  the  Infidel  on  the  territory  of 
Valencia  met  a  similar  fate.  Having  desolated  the  Co- 
marcas  of  Almanxa  and  Eekiua,  the  Christian  troops  were 
marching,  laden  with  their  spoils,  on  the  Comarcas  of 
Valencia,  when  the  frontier  guard  sallied  forth  to  their 
encounter,  and  met  them,  encumbered  as  they  were,  at 
Canabat :  here  the  Moslemah  gave  them  battle,  when  their 
bands  were  defeated  and  routed  with  a  cruel  slaughter,  the 
prey  and  captives  which  they  had  taken  being  all  regained 
by  the  swords  of  the  l\iithfni. 

The  Ameer  Amuminin  Juzef  Almostansir  jBillah  was 
meanwhile  passing  his  days  shut  up  in  his  palaces  of 
Morocco,  surrounded  by  women  and  slaves  ;  nor  did  he 
concern  himself  with  any  other  thing  save  the  delights  of 
Ms  Alcazar  in  the  city,  or  amidst  the  agreeable  sites  of  his 
country  palaces.  Incapable  of  performing  his  dutyas  the  shep- 
herd of  his  people,  he  was  much  occupied  in  the  care  of  other 
flocks,  and  employed  himself  almost  perpetually  amidst  the 
infinite  numbers  of  animals  in  all  kinds  that  he  possessed. 
He  conversed  only  with  slaves,  peasants,  herdsmen,  and 
grooms,  but  was  at  the  same  time  given  vip  to  every  species 
of  pleasure,  and,  exhausted  by  the  excesses  of  his  life,  he 
died  while  yet  in  the  bloom  of  youth,  departing  to  the 
mercy  of  Allah  on  the  13th  of  the  moon  Dylhagia,  in  the 
year  620. 

Now  the  close  of  Almostansir  Billah's  life  had  been 
sudden  and  unlooked-for,  and  as  he  left  no  successor,  there 
broke  forth  among  his  kinsmen  that  civil  war  for  the  suc- 
cession to  the  empire,  Avhich  is  known  as  the  Alfitna  or 
Insurrection  of  the  Alhafasies,  and  his  death  was  the  signal 
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for  discords  which  soon  racjcd  with  fearful  violence  tlirough- 
out  the  re;ilin. 

The  first  wlio  seized  tlie  8overeif:!;nty  \va.s  the  uncle  of 
Alniostanair  Bilhdi,  l'rinc(!  Abul  Melic  Abdel  AVuliid,  son 
of  Abu  Jakob  Ben  Juzcf  Ben  Abdeliiuimeii,  wlio  obtained 
possession  of  tlie  throne  -witliout  any  pjreat  diHlculty  ;  but 
the  xnibridlcd  power  now  exercised  by  the  Xecpies  in  every 
province  gave  rise  to  inniunerablo  factions,  whose  chiefs 
pretended  to  nothing  short  of  sovereignty.  Thus  tlio 
Prince  Abdallali  Abu  IMohaniad,  son  of  Jal;ob  Ahnanzov, 
and  known  as  Aladel  Billah,  made  himself  master  of  Murcia, 
and,  aided  by  a  powerful  party,  exalted  himself  to  tho 
title  of  King  in  that  province,  where  dissensions  and 
disorders  were  no  less  prevalent  than  in  other  parts  of  tho 
now  distracted  empire. 

This  Abdallah  jNIohamad  was  a  wise  and  virtuous  man, 
who  hoped  to  find  a  remedy  fur  the  misfortunes  which 
bad  government  liad  inflicted  on  the  land  of  Spain ;  but  his 
severity  was  distasteful  to  tliat  infinite  number  of  long 
unrestricted  Xeques  who  were  in  tlie  enjoyment  of 
AValiates,  Governments,  Alcaydias,  and  otlier  lucrative 
employments  of  similar  character,  and  who  found  tlieir 
profit  in  the  disorders  that  prevailed.  Thus  it  came  to  pass, 
that  the  more  zealously  Abdallah.  Mohamad  endeavoiu-ed  to 
restrain  the  wicked  injustice  of  the  rioters,  tlie  more 
enemies  he  created  for  liimsclf ;  and  tlie  A\^alies,  whose  ill- 
used  influence  he  laboured  to  diminish,  became  each  one 
a  dangerous  opponent,  by  whom  he  was  abhorred,  as  well 
as  baffled  at  all  points.  Prince  Mohamad,  nevertheless, 
succeeded  in  maintaining  his  authority,  and  even  in  prevail- 
ing on  the  Xeques  of  his  party  in  JMorocco  to  proclaim  him 
the  Ameer  of  the  Faithful,  deposing  the  Ameer  then  en- 
throned in  that  city,  even  Abul  JMelic  Abdel  AVahid. 
This  they  eflected  on  the  13th  day  of  the  moon  Safer,  in 
the  year  G21,  compelling  Abul  Melic  to  abdicate  his 
power  by  threatening  his  life,  whicli  they  spared  only  on 
condition  of  his  taking  an  oath  to  that  eftect,  when  they 
declared  Abdallah  Mohamad  their  king.  Xay,  at  the  end 
of  three  days  from  that  of  Abul  Melic  Abdel  AVahid's 
deposition,  the  partizans  of  Abdallah  Mohamad  deprived 
his  predecessor  of  life,  fearing  the  steps  he  might  take,  if 
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aided  by  fortune,  for  liis  restoration  to  tliat  throne  of 
which  tliey  had  deprived  him  against  his  will,  and  being  in 
dread  of  the  cruel  vengeance  which  they  knew  tliat  he 
would  take  on  all  who  had  offended  him,  should  it  ever  be 
in  his  power  to  do  so.  Abul  Melic  reigned  eight  months 
and  nine  days. 

The  Christians  were  meanwhile  continuing  to  ravage  the 
Comarcas  of  the  Mosleraah  in  Spain :  they  entered  the 
territory  of  Valencia  with  a  powerful  army,  ravaging  and 
pliuidering  the  country,  as  was  their  wont.  The  force 
with  which  they  devastated  Andalusia  was  so  mighty  a 
host,  that  no  equal  force  could  be  brought  to  contend  with 
it  in  the  disunion  and  disorder  which  then  prevailed. 
Mohamad,  the  Wali  of  Baeza,  oifered  to  become  the  vassal 
of  the  Christian  King,  who  accepted  that  proposal  on 
certain  conditions,  the  principal  of  which  were  that  Moha- 
mad should  assist  him  in  his  future  conquests,  and  pay  him 
tribute.  On  these  conditions,  the  Wali  was  left  in  his 
government  of  Baeza,  and  gave  his  aid  to  the  Christians  in 
their  war  against  Islam.  The  fortress  of  Huejada  was 
taken  about  this  time  by  the  Infidel  forces,  but  not  without 
great  loss  on  their  side,  as  well  as  on  that  of  the  Mosle- 
mah,  among  whom  they  made  a  terrible  slaughter. 

And  now,  as  it  was  found  that  the  new  Ameer  Abu 
Mohamad  Abdallah  El  Aladel  would  not  permit  the  Xeques  - 
to  exercise  the  despotic  power  to  which  they  pretended, 
nor  suffer  them  to  tyrannise  over  the  people  as  they  were 
disposed  to  do, — nay  rather,  was  compelled  by  his  rectitude 
and  love  of  justice  to  refuse  many  of  the  ambitious  requests 
they  made  to  him,  those  same  men  who  had  proclaimed 
him  king  became  dissatisfied  with  his  rule,  and  thought 
only  of  the  means  by  Avliich  they  might  best  destroy  their 
own  work. 

jSTor  did  they  long  wait  for  a  favourable  opportunity  for 
effecting  their  purpose  ;  and  the  occasion  presented  itself  in 
this  wise.  The  Christians,  assisted  by  the  "Wali  of  Medi2)a 
Baeza,  fell  upon  the  territories  of  Mohamad  Abdallah  with 
a  powerful  army,  and  took  several  fortresses  ;  among  others 
those  of  Anduxar,  Martis,  and  Xudar ;  but  as  the  King  had 
not  power  sufiicient  to  restrain  these  opponents,  or  meet 
them  in  the  field,  he  made  a  truce  with  tliem,  and  finally 
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concluded  a  peace,  hoping  tliereby  to  obtain  leisiu'e  for 
nssurini;  liimsi'lf  on  liis  tin-one,  and  ameliorating  his  own 
condition,  as  well  as  that  ol"  tlie  ^tate. 

But  herein  the  Xeques  found  tho  occasion  they  had 
desired,  and  censuring  liis  proceedings,  they  declared  him  a 
bad  Mosleman,  inciting  tlic  peo])le  to  insurrection  against 
him,  and  so  working  on  the  multitude  that  they  would  no 
longer  pay  their  accustomed  obedience ;  they  furthermore 
refused  the  ordinary  contributions  from  their  products,  and 
absented  themselves  from  that  service  to  tlie  fcitate  to  which 
they  were  bound  by  their  tenures. 

Finally,  jNIohamad  Abdallah  was  proclaimed  an  nnlawful 
usur[).^r  of  the  throne  by  a  solemn  and  public  proclamation  ; 
and  that  these  might  not  be  merely  vain  ceremonies,  the 
Xeques,  having  won  over  the  principal  oflicers  of  his  guard, 
found  means  to  enter  his  apartments  secretly,  and  strangled 
him  in  bed.  Thus  ended  the  life  of  the  virtuous  King 
Mohamad  Abdallah,  who  died  in  the  year  G24,  after  he 
hud  held  the  reins  of  empire  three  years,  eight  months, 
and  nine  days. 


CHAP.  LVII.— Of  the  election  of  cid  abuxola  edeis  almemin  ben 

JAKOB  ALMANZOR.  THE  AMEER  REFUSES  THE  PEEStrMPTION  OF  THH 
XEQUES,  AND  CONQUERS  THE  CHRISTIANS.  HE  PASSES  INTO  AFRICA. 
HIS  DEATH.     THE  EMPIRE  OF  THE  ALMOHADES  FINDS  ITS  CLOSE. 

The  Almohade  Xeques  then,  by  common  consent,  pro- 
claimed Cid  Almemin  Abulola  Edris  Aben  Jakob  Almanzor, 
their  Ameer.  He  was  an  illustrious  general,  great  in 
counsel,  and  of  a  noble  mind  :  his  victories  in  the  province 
of  Eastern  Africa  had  brought  him  much  renown,  and  he 
had  subsequently  been  appointed  Grovernor  of  Medina 
Seville,  where  he  was  highly  esteemed.  It  was  by  his  order 
that  tlie  Alcazar  of  Malaga,  called  the  Palace  of  Seid,  had 
been  erected  ;  and  this  work  he  had  seen  completed  under 
his  own  direction  in  the  year  G23. 

The  people  had  no  sooner  proclaimed  that  noble  king 
their  Ameer  Amuminin,  than  he  began  to  follow  the  good 
example  left  by  his  brother  Muhamad  Abdallah,  restraining 
and  correcting  that  unlimited  authority  to  which  the  Alfaio- 
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hade  Xeques  of  the  two  councils  liad  of  late  pretended, 
but  which  he  was  firmly  resolved  to  subdue.  Abulola  Edris 
commenced  his  work  by  writing  a  book  against  the  Policy 
and  Laws  of  ElMehedi, —  poiutiug  out  their  inconsistencies, 
making  obvious  the  disorderis  and  misgovei'nment  which  had 
resulted  from  their  adoption,  and  manifesting  his  determi- 
nation to  correct  the  constitution  and  ameliorate  the 
government  instituted  by  the  Founder  of  the  Almohade 
Dynasty. 

In  all  this  the  Ameer  Amuminin  was  ably  supported  by 
his  Vizier,  Abu  Zacaria  Ben  Abi  Amer,  a  wise  man  and  pro- 
found politician,  who  liadj  indeed,  suggested  many  of  his 
views  to  the  king,  Abulola  Edris  Almemin  Almanzor,  in 
whose  opinions,  as  regarded  the  infirmities  of  the  State  and 
the  remedies  demanded  by  the  same,  he  fully  concurred, 
both  being  firmly  convinced  that  in  an  absolute  and 
despotic  government  there  should  be  no  other  laws  than 
those  of    God,  and  no  authority  beyond  the'  will  of    the 


sovereign. 


"When  the  Almohade  Xeques  became  fully  aware  of  the 
views  entertained  by  the  new  Ameer,  they  diligently  sought 
means  for  avoiding  their  own  ruin,  and  maintaining  them- 
selves in  the  authority  and  sovereign  power  which  they  had 
usurped.  They  openly  expressed  their  opposition  to  his 
purposes,  aud,  aftecting  contempt  for  the  choice  of  the 
people,  they  declared  the  election  of  Abulola  Edris  to  have 
been  effected  by  force,  and  afiirmed  his  rule  to  be  merely 
the  result  of  a  popular  tumult.  They  next  proceeded  to  the 
proclamation  of  another  sovereign ;  but  they  imposed  their 
decision  on  its  object  by  force  rather  than  by  his  free  will,  and 
theXeque  they  chose  was  the  weak  and  incapable  Abu  Zacariii 
Yahye  Aben  Anasir,  to  whom  they  instantly  took  the  oath 
of  allegiance.  They  soon  afterwards  proclaimed  him  publicly 
with  great  pomp,  afiirraing  him  the  legitimate  successor  of 
the  Ameer  Muhamad  Abdallah,  and  declaring  the  Xeque 
Cid  Almemin  Abidola  Edris  to  be  an  intruding  usurper  of 
the  throne  of  the  Almohades. 

Immediately  after  the  solemn  ceremony  of  taking  the 
oath  of  allegiance,  the  Xeques  sent  their  new  sovereign 
into  Spain  with  a  well-appointed  force  of  cavalry,  wherewith 
they  hoped   that   he  would   be   able   to   expel  the  actual 
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possessor  of  the  ompii-e.  WIumi  AbuU)la  ]*]ilris  hoard  of 
Yavlie  Ben  Anasir's  arrival,  lie  assembled  his  troops,  and 
with  the  aid  i)f  the  Christian  eavaliers  who  were  then  in 
ISeville,  was  enabled  to  march  forth  and  m(K't  his  rival, 
whom  he  encountered  in  the  Comarcas  of  JSidonia.  Jlere 
several  conflicts  ensued,  witli  various  fortune  on  either  side; 
but  when  the  caiulidalcs  for  eiii])ire  came  to  a  pitched 
battle  of  i)o\ver  against  power,  Abulola  Edris  Almemin 
broke  and  defeated  the  army  of  his  competitor,  Yahje  Ben 
Anasir,  who  was  himself  compelled  to  fl_v  to  the  mountains 
as  his  only  means  of  saving  the  few  of  his  people  yet  remain- 
ing to  him. 

Abulola  Edris  did  not  pursue  the  conquered  pretender 
to  sovereignty,  since  the  poor  relics  of  Yahyc  lien  Anasir's 
army  were  not  of  force  to  cause  him  any  apprehension :  he 
therefore  repaired  t(}  the  frontiers,  whither  he  was  sum- 
moned by  the  more  pressing  duty  of  restricting  the  aggres- 
eions  of  the  Infidel. 

The  arrogance  of  the  Christian  Powers  had  indeed 
arrived  at  such  a  point  at  tliat  time  as  to  cause  the  utmost 
alarm  in  Andalusia.  Not  content  with  harassing  tlie  frontier, 
they  had  now  extended  their  incursions  even  to  the  centre 
of  the  country,  advanced  parties  of  Christiaiis  having 
begun  to  devastate  the  plains  of  the  Xenil ;  nay,  their  forces 
had  takeii  possession  of  Loxa  and  Alliamra,  and  they  were 
then  laying  siege  to  Jaen.  But  the  Ameer  Amurainin 
Abulola  Edris  Almemin  advanced  with  prompt  resolution 
to  the  succour  of  his  people ;  and  falling  upon  the  camp  ot 
the  Christians,  he  gave  them  battle  before  Jaen,  when 
they  were  vanquished  with  very  heavy  loss.  This 
defeat  compelled  the  forces  assailing  Jaen  to  raise  the  siege 
of  that  city;  they  struck  their  camp  accordingly,  and  fled  in  all 
haste  from  the  district,  abandoning  the  fortresses  which 
they  had  occupied  therein,  with  whatever  prey  and  spoils 
they  had  taken  in  the  cour.se  of  their  incursion. 

When  Almemin  Abulola  Edris  had  thus  secured  his 
frontiers,  he  determined  to  punish  the  insolence  of  the 
Xeques,  who  were  preventing  his  proclamation  in  Almagreb, 
and  throwing  obstacles  in  the  way  to  liis  receiving  the  oath 
of  allegiance  in  the  South  as  well  as  in  Eastern  Africa. 
Thus,  leaving  his  most  trusted  generals  to  govern  Seville 
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and  other  less  important  cities  of  Andalusia,  Le  embarked 
for  Almagreb,  passing  to  the  opposite  shores  on  the  22nd  of 
the  moon  Xawal,  in  the  year  024. 

During  the  moon  of  Bamazan,  in  the  year  626,  the  great 
battle  of  Gezia  Tarik  was  fought,  and  in  that  conflict  died 
Ibraliim  Aben  Gamen,  Admiral  of  tlie  fleet  of  Morocco, 
and  AVali  of  Cebta.* 

The  Ameer  Amuminim  Abulola  Edris  Almemin  arrived 
at  Morocco,  with  a  body  of  light  cavalry,  in  so  much  haste 
and  secrecy,  that  his  enemies  had  scarcely  received  notice  of 
bis  approach  when  they  found  tlieir  king  in  the  midst  of 
them.  With  a  spirit  truly  royal,  Abulola  entered  that 
court  where  the  Xeques  and  Councillors,  who  were  his 
mortal  enemies,  held  sovereign  power,  and  were  governing 
in  full  authority.  Bepairing  at  once  to  the  Alcazar,  he  com- 
manded that  the  Xeques  of  the  two  Councils  should  be 
summoned  to  his  presence,  when  he  reproved  them  severely 
before  his  guard  for  their  disloyalty,  and  for  the  insolence 
of  their  pretensions  to  the  exercise  of  arbitrary  power.  He 
did  not  refuse  to  listen  to  the  exculpations  they  oftered,  but 
Laving  convinced  liimself  and  all  around  him  of  the  perfidy 
find  ambitious  intentions  of  those  nobles,  tlie  Ameer  con- 
demned them  all  to  death,  a  sentence  whicli  was  immediately 
executed  by  his  guards  on  those  present :  these  were  the 
principal  and  most  important  of  the  Xeques,  who  disputed 
ins  power,  and  the  soldiers,  leading  them  into  the  court  of 
the  palace,  took  off  their  heads. 

On  those  still  absent  a  similar  sentence  was  pronounced 
by  Abulola  Edris,  all  who  defended  and  sheltered  them 
being  condemned  to  the  like  punishment ;  and  so  exactlj^ 
was  the  command  sent  forth  by  tliat  rigorous  justice 
obeyed,  that  in  a  few  days  no  less  than  four  thousand  heads 
were  laid  before  the  Ameer  Amuminin,  who  commanded 


^5 


*  The  interruption  here  given  to  tlie  narrative  by  the  interpolation 
of  this  remark  relating  to  an  event  which  took  plaee  nearly  two  years 
later,  will  not  fail  to  attract  the  readei-'s  attention  ;  but  the  Translator 
lias  not  considered  a  departure  from  the  order  of  relation  adopted  by 
the  author  to  be  advisable,  although  occasionally  venturing  to  transfer 
the  members  of  a  paragrapli,  wlien  the  meaning  of  the  narrator  has 
required  tliafc  slight  change,  to  I'cdeem  it  from  a  certain  obscm'ity  occa- 
eioually  to  be  remarked  in  the  pages  before  us. 
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that  they  should  be  suspended  on  the  hooks  of  the  city 
walls. 

All  now  tiviulik'd  before  this  kinj;;  his  Xc^ro  Guard  and 
Andalusiniis  were  the  terror  of  Alniagreb;  insomuch  that  no 
man  dared  to  do  auy  other  thiiiij;  than  obey  with  treiublint^ 
haste  whatever  orders  were  issued  by  the  severe  Abulohx. 
The  eoudenination  of  the  Xeques  took  place  in  the  year  027. 

And  now,  as  the  cause  of  that  nnmeasured  authority  pos- 
sessed by  the  Council,  whose  ineml)ers  had  been  thus  smn- 
marily  dealt  with,  was  the  law  and  constitution  of  El 
Mehedi,  so  Abulela  Edris  Alniemin  annulled  that  law  and 
corrected  the  constitution.  He  restricted  the  powers  of 
the  two  Councils,  whose  functions  he  limited  to  such  a 
de<;ree  that  they  were  thenceforth  to  be  considered  but  as 
Councillors  of  the  Cadi,  without  the  faculty  of  intervention 
in  any  of  the  more  important  afiairs  of  state.  They  were 
even  forbidden  to  take  share  in  the  administration  of  justice, 
save  only  in  ordinary  causes,  and  the  usual  questions  of 
business  arisinp^  between  private  individuals. 

Next,  trampling  the  prejudices  of  the  people  under  foot, 
the  Ameer  Abulola  Edris  Ahnemin  commanded  that  the 
name  of  El  Mehedi  should  be  omitted  from  the  public 
prayers  and  discourses ;  nay,  he  gave  orders  that  the  words 
referring  to  him  should  be  removed  from  the  coins  on  which 
they  had  hitherto  appeared,  and  erased  from  all  the  public 
inscriptions,  declaring  that  it  was  no  longer  permitted  to 
continue  or  maintain  the  memory  of  that  imposture  which 
had  been  practised  on  the  popular  credulity  by  the  self- 
elected  Imaum,  called  El  Mehedi.  The  Ameer  furthermore 
prohibited  the  mention  of  his  name  in  public  acts,  under 
very  heavy  penalties,  although  it  had  ever  before  been  the 
custom  that  he  should  be  commemorated  in  all  such  docu- 
ments, even  from  the  accession  of  the  Ameer  Abdelmumen 
Ben  Aly  to  that  day. 

Strong  measures,  of  a  verity,  and  difficult  of  execution 
were  the  changes  thus  determined  on  and  commanded  by 
Abulola  Edris  Almemin  ;  but  the  spectacle  of  those  heads  of 
the  Xeques  and  their  partizans,  fixed  on  the  hooks  of  the 
city  walls,  as  aforesaid,  kept  all  men  in  terror,  and  none 
dared  to  censure  or  disobey  those  commandments. 

Now  the  season  of  the  year  when  so  many  heads  were 
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thus  affixed  to  tlie  city  wall  was  a  hot  one,  and  the  weather 
being  sultiy,  the  whole  place  was  infected  by  the  odours 
they  sent  forth  ;  therefore  the  inconvenience  endured  by  the 
citizens  from  that  cause  was  represented  to  the  king  by  his 
Alcatib  or  secretary,  the  Alfaki  Abu  Said  of  Fez.  But  Alme- 
min  Abulola  replied  in  these  words :  "  Be  at  peace,  Abu 
Said,  for  tlie  spirits*  of  those  heads  guard  this  city,  they  do 
not  injure  it ;  those  emanations  are  sweet  and  aromatic  to 
all  who  love  me  and  are  loyal — they  are  pestilent  and  mortal 
to  such  only  as  abhor  me  and  would  do  me  wrong :  wherefore 
give  thyself  no  care  in  the  matter :  I  know  well  what  is 
needfulto  the  public  health." 

In  that  same  year  of  627,  the  troops  of  Abdelola  Edris 
Almemin  had  an  encounter  with  those  of  the  Xe que  Abu 
Zacaria  Yahye  Aben  Auasir,  at  no  great  distance  from 
Medina  Morocco ;  the  battle  was  an  obstinate  one,  but 
Almemin  defeated  his  opponent,  inflicting  on  him  heavy 
loss,  insomuch  that  there  remained  no  less  than  ten  thousand 
of  the  people  of  Yahye  Aben  Anasir  on  the  field  of  battle. 
The  Xeque  Abu  Zacaria  saved  his  life  only  by  flying  with 
a  part  of  his  army  to  the  Mountains  of  Eez. 

Having  then  made  things  quiet  in  Almagreb,  the  Ameer 
Amuminin  turned  his  thoughts  towards  Spain,  where  the 
partizans  of  Yahye  Aben  Anasir  were  inciting  the  people 
against  him,  more  particularly  those  of  Granada.  The 
Christians  also,  still  aided  by  Mohamad,  AVali  of  Baeza,  had 
once  more  entered  the  land  and  made  themselves  masters  of 
numerous  fortresses,  among  which  were  Sarbaterra  and 
Borgalhimar,  with  some  others  of  less  importance.  Losses 
had  been  sustained  in  Andalusia,  while  in  Valencia, 
Cid  Abu  Abdallah,  the  brother  of  the  Ameer  Amuminin, 
had  been  compelled  to  surrender  the  Fortress  of  Baniscola ; 
nay,  fearing  still  more  fatal  reverses  of  fortune,  the  prince 
had  entered  into  a  compact  of  alliance  with  Gacum  the 
Xiog  of  the  Christians,  t 

For  all  these  reasons  it  was  that  Abulola  Edris  Al- 
memin resolved  to  return  to  Spain,  and  he  departed  for 

*  The  Arabic  of  the  manuscript  here  used  may  be  rendered  "  bi-eath," 
"word,"  or  "spirit." — Conde. 
t  James  of  Barcelona. — Tr. 
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that  oounln-  ju'cordiii^'ly.  'riirr(>,  nflcr  irsliiig  for  some 
ie\y  dnya  in  Seville,  he  prepared  to  allnupt  the  reduction  of 
IMedina  l^aiv.a,  Nvl.ich  uas  in  the  jjowcr  of  tlie  rebel  Xecpie 
iMuhaiiiad,  the  ally  of  the  Christians,  by  whom  tlioso  Inlidela 
Nvi're  favoured  and  protected,  he  being  in  etfect  tlio  cause  of 
tlieir  liavinc;  entered  the  country  with  so  mucli  i'acility  and 
fuccess.  The  Ameer  therefore  assembled  his  forces  of 
]\lahiga,  Seville,  and  Cordova,  disparting  to  besiege  IMedina 
Baeza,  with  the  resolve  to  maintain  his  camp  before  that 
city  initil  he  had  made  good  his  entrance  thereto,  either  by 
convention  or  force  of  arms.  J5ut  the  alliance  which 
Muhamad  had  formed  with  the  Christians  having  indis- 
posod  his  people  towards  their  AVali,  they  opened  the  gates 
of  their  city  to  the  Ameer  Amuminin  after  a  few  days  of 
siege,  and,  in  exculpation  of  the  short  opposition  made  to 
Abulola,  they  presented  him  with  the  head  of  jNFuhamad, 
saying,  "  This,  0  king,  is  the  liead  of  him  who  sheltered 
and  entertained  the  Christians,  compelling  us  to  receive  them 
and  give  them  provisions." 

Abulola  Edris  Almemin  rejoiced  mightily  over  that  gift, 
the  death  of  ^Muhamad  liaving  set  his  hands  at  liberty  for 
other  and  yet  more  pressing  occupations  ;  wherefore,  in  con- 
sideration thereof,  he  took  the  city  into  his  especial  favour 
and  protection. 

About  this  time,  a  cavalier  of  the  highest  distinction,  who 
was  descended  from  the  last  kings  of  Sai'agossa,  made 
himself  master  of  Mnrcia,  which  he  did  by  the  aid  of  the 
Christian  princes.  The  name  of  the  noble  was  Abu  Ab- 
dallah  Muhamad  Abeu  Juzef  Aben  Hud  Algiuzami :  he  was 
an  excellent  man  as  v\ell  as  a  very  brave  general,  and  was 
received  very  well  in  the  city  of  Mnrcia,  where  he  was  pro- 
claimed by  the  title  of  Almetuakil  AUe  Allah.  To  maintain 
himself  in  the  state  he  had.  thus  acquired,  Aben  Juzef 
Algiuzami  united  bis  forces  with  those  of  Abu  Zacaria 
Tahye  Anasir,  the  competitor  of  Abelola  Edris  Almemin, 
who  was  then  occupying  the  territory  of  Jaen,  and.  making 
some  progress  in  the  Alpuxarras. 

That  rebellion  of  Mnrcia  and  the  alliance  of  those  two 
Xeques  caused  infinite  anxiety  to  the  Ameer  Abulola  Edris; 
and  to  the  end  that  he  might  have  his  hands  at  liberty  to 
attack  them  with  all  tli3  forces  he  could  muster,  he  wrote 
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letters  to  the  King,  Ferdelando  of  the  Christians,  making 
friendly  proposals  to  that  monarch,  and  concluding  a  peace 
with  him.  Nay,  Abulola  Edris  did  not  scruple  to  send  very 
precious  gifts  to  that  Infidel,  with  the  understanding  t1iat 
Ferdelando  was  not  to  make  war  on  the  Ameer  Amuminin, 
while  the  latter  should  he  occupied  in  the  subjugation  of  his 
territories,  and  the  punishment  of  the  rebels  who  were 
usurping  the  same. 

While  the  Ameer  was  thus  arranging  his  alliance  with 
the  Christian  Ferdelando,  Abu  Juzef  Algiuzami  had  fallen 
upon  the  Comarcas  of  Granada,  when  Cid  Abu  Abdallah, 
the  brother  of  Abulola  Edris,  went  forth  against  him,  and 
several  skirmislies  wei'e  fought  between  them  with  varying 
fortunes  ;  but  the  advantage  remained  for  the  most  part  with 
Abu  Muhamad  Ben  Juzef  Aben  Hud,  and  victory  ultimately 
folded  her  wings  on  his  banners,  insomuch  that  Cid  Abu 
Abdallah  was  at  lengtli  compelled  to  shut  himself  up  in 
Granada.  Here  Abu  Muhamad  Aben  Hud  besieged  him 
with  determined  bravery,  and  having  secret  intelligence 
with  the  inhabitants,  these  last  were  persuaded  by  the 
Kealous  endeavours  of  his  partizans  to  throw  open  their 
gates  to  the  besieging  forces,  when  they  proclaimed  Abu 
Muhamad  Ben  Juzef  Aben  Hud  to  be  their  sovereign  and 
Prince  of  the  Faithful.  This  event  took  place  in  the  year 
628.* 

Cid  Abu  Abdallali  then  withdrew  to  the  Alcazaba  or 
citadel,  where  he  fortified  himself  as  he  best  might ;  but 
perceiving  that  the  dispositions  of  the  Granadiues  were  not 
in  his  favour,  and  considering  the  little  security  that  he 
could  hope  for  in  their  city,  he  departed  from  it  secretly, 
and  took  refuge  in  Medina  Cordova  with  his  brother, 
Abulola  Edris  Almemin. 

Cid  Abu  Abdallah  found  the  Ameer  preparing  to  bring 
succours  to  the  place,  with  the  loss  of  which  he  had  come 
to  make  him  acquainted  ;  and  that  intelligence  caused 
infinite  regret  to  Abulola  Edris,  disconcerting  his  measures, 
and  giving  him  heavy  anxieties  for  the  future,  since  he 
could  not  but  fear  that  the  civil  war  then  raging  would 
result  in  the  ruin  of  the  state.     Abu  Abdallah  Muhamad 

*  Or  accoivliiig  to  Abiel  Haliiu,  in  G26 — Coiide. 
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Ben  .Tuzof  Abcn  Ilml  was  in  fact  rapidly  miilvini;  liiuiself 
master  of  the  (iraiiadiiu'  C'oiiuuvas,  all  the  cities  and  for- 
iivssea  of  tliose  provinces  declariiiLC  I'or  liiin,  with  the  sole 
exception  of  those  then  occupied  by  his  ally  Abu  Zacaria 
Yahye  Anasir,  who  did  not  regard  the  rapid  succcbs  of 
Aben  11  ud  with  favourable  eyes. 

The  Ameer  Abulola  Edris  Alinemiu  had  meanwliilo 
become  doubtful  of  bis  fortunes  in  Spain,  considering  that 
the  forces  he  could  command  in  that  country  were  not 
suUicieat  to  brin«;  the  perilous  contest  he  hud  to  wage  with 
those  two  rebels  to  a  happy  conclusion  :  he  therefore  deter- 
mined to  pass  over  into  Africa,  and  there  to  assemble  an 
army  so  powerful  as  to  be  capable  of  inspiring  terror  into 
the  hearts  of  the  nobles  thus  dismembering  the  state  :  that; 
determination  was  no  sooner  taken  than  the  Ameer  departed 
Ij-oiu  Seville  with  all  diligence  to  put  his  resoh'e  into 
execution. 

But  King  Abulola  Edris  had  no  sooner  left  the  countiy 
than  fresh  troubles  arose  in  Valencia ;  when  a  noble  Xequo 
of  that  province,  called  Abu  Giomail  Zeyan  Ben  jNludafe 
Algiuzami,  took  arms  against  the  Ameer's  brother,  Cid  Abu 
Abdallah,  whom  he  compelled  to  flee  the  city  as  his  only 
hope  of  escape  from  death;  wherefore,  as  his  brother 
Abulola  Edris  had  then  already  embarked  for  Africa,  Cid 
Abu  Abdallah  took  refuge  w"ith  the  King  Giacum*  El 
Barceloni,  who  was  then  at  truce  with  him.  This  took 
place  in  the  end  of  the  year  629. 

The  Ameer  of  the  Eaithful,  Abulola  Abnemin  Edris,  had 
meanwhile  arrived  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Guadalabid 
on  his  way  towards  Medina  Morocco,  when  he  was  overtaken 
on  the  road  by  the  mandate  of  Death, — that  power  which 
efiectually  cuts  short  the  steps  of  Man,  putting  an  end  to 
his  vain  "hopes,  and  bringing  his  enterprises  to  the  dust. 
His  departure  from  life  took  place  at  the  close  of  the  moon 
Dylhagia,  in  the  year  629,  and  with  the  death  of  that 
virtuous  king  the  empire  of  the  Almohades  in  Andalusia 
may  be  said  to  have  found  its  close:  but  it  will  not  be  out 
of  place  here  to  give  a  brief  account  of  the  final  extinction 
of  that  dynasty,  once  so  powerful  both  in  Africa  and  Spain. 

*  This  "  Giacum  El  Barceloni,"  or  of  Barcelona,  is  the  "  Gakum" 
of  a  previous  passage.     {See pa(/e  89.) 
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"When  the  news  of  tlie  king's  death  reached  Medina 
Morocco,  numerous  parties  and  factions  were  formed  by 
the  different  supporters  of  those  who  pretended  to  the 
succession.  Some  raised  their  voices  for  a  nephew  of 
Abulola  Edris,  called  Abu  Zacaria  Tahye,  the  son  of  his 
brother,  the  Ameer  Amumiuin  Muhamad  Ben  Jakob 
Almanzor,  known  as  Ana»ir  Ledinallah.  This  Abu  2jacaria 
Tahye,  who  was  called  Almotesim  Billah,  was  at  that  time 
in  Spain,  where  he  was  seeking  to  maintain  his  pretensions 
to  the  throne,  but  with  little  success ;  his  partizans  wrote 
letters,  therefore,  requesting  him  to  pass  the  strait  and 
repair  to  Morocco. 

""others,  and  these  were  the  greater  number,  proclaimed 
the  son  of  the  Ameer  Abulola  as  his  successor  :  this  prince 
was  called  Abu  Mohamad  Abdelwahid,  and  had  also  the 
name  of  Easid.  He  received  the  oath  of  allegiance,  and 
was  publicly  proclaimed  in  Andalusia,  as  well  as  in  Al- 
magreb,  Africa,  and  Alkibla.  His  cousin,  Abu  Zacaria 
Yahye,  called  Almotesim  Billah,  was  not  more  fortunate  on 
the  African  side  than  he  had  previously  been  in  Andalusia, 
nor  did  he  succeed  in  making  good  his  right  to  the  throne 
of  the  Almohades  :  after  many  reverses  and  much  suffering, 
Abu  Zacaria  departed  from  life  at  Fez  de  Abdallah,  which 
is  situate  between  Tessa  and  Medina  Fez, — an  event  which 
took  place  in  the  moon  Xamal  of  the  year  633. 

The  death  of  Abu  Zacaria  Yahye  did  not  put  an  end  to 
the  prevalent  disorders,  and  the  King  Abu  Mohamad  Abdel- 
vrahid,  continually  occupied  in  the  endeavovu-  to  allay  these 
evils,  yet  never  finding  means  to  tranquillize  the  country, 
passed  his  days  in  perpetual  disquietude.  He  perished  mise- 
rably by  suffocation  in  a  morass,  into  the  midst  of  which  he 
bad  been  forced  by  an  unruly  horse,  which  had  run  away  with 
its  rider :  that  unhappy  death  occurred  on  the  9th  of  the 
moon  Giumada  Ultima,  in  the  year  640,  when  Abu  Mo- 
hamad Abdelwahid  had  reigned  ten  years,  five  months, 
and  nine  days. 

To  this  unfortuate  monarch  succeeded  his  brother  Abul 
Hassan  Aly,  called  also  Said,  who  was  the  younger  son  of 
the  Ameer  Abulola  Edris  Amumenin.  In  the  reign  of 
Abul  Hassan  Aly  Said  it  was  that  the  Beni  Zeyanes  and 
Beni  Merines  began   to    lift  their   heads  in   revolt.     Tb.e 
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chiefs  of  tlioso  parties  wore  both  of  noble  and  liighly  distin- 
guished families  in  Eastern  Africa  ;  and  tliey  gave  the  Ameer 
Abul  ^as^*an  so  nuich  oeeu[)atioii,  that  in  all  his  reign  ho 
had  not  one  hour  of  repose,  ile  set  forth  -with  u  very 
powerful  army  against  Jagmerasin  Ben  Zeyan,  \vlio  called 
himself  Sultan  of  Telencen,  and  they  met  on  the  mountains 
of  Tamahajert,  on  the  borders  of  Telencen,  when  a  conflict 
ensued  in  which  Abu  Yahyc  Jagmerasin  Aben  Zeyan 
defeated  the  Ameer  Abu  Hassan  Aly,  who  died  fighting  in 
the  hottest  of  the  battle.  That  event  occurred  on  Tuesday, 
the  20lii  of  the  moon  Safei,  in  the  year  GIG  ;*  after  tho 
reign  of  Abul  Hassan  had  endui-ed  live  years,  eight  months, 
and  twenty  days.  His  troops  then  dispersed,  and  fled  in 
A'arious  directions. 

Abul  Hassan  was  followed  on  the  throne  by  Omar  Aben 
Ibrahim  Ishac,  son  of  the  Ameer  Amuminin  Jaltob  Juzef 
Ben  Abdclmumeu  Ben  Al}^ :  lie  -was  called  Almortadi,  was 
a  virtuous,  brave,  and  learned  prince,  whose  efforts  were 
all  directed  towards  tho  welftire  of  his  people,  and  well 
merited  to  have  lived  in  less  turbident  times.  He  con- 
tinued the  war  which  had  been  commenced  by  his  pre- 
decessor against  the  Beni  Merines,  but  with  fortunes  that 
frequently  varied.  During  his  reign,  Abu  Tahye  Ben 
Abdelliac  revolted  and  made  himself  master  of  Tessa,  as  he 
did  also  of  Medina  Fez.  At  the  same  time  the  Fakir  Abul 
Cazior,  son  of  the  Fakir  Abul  Abbas,  incited  the  people 
of  Cebta,  or  Ceuta,  to  revolt.  This  Abul  Cazion,  who  was 
a  native  of  Azefa,  was  a  person  of  much  learning :  tho 
insurrection  headed  by  him  took  place  in  the  year  647. 

Xow  the  Ameer  Omar  Aben  Ibraliim  undertook  a 
journey  to  Medina  Tinmaul,  for  the  purpose  of  visiting  tlio 
tomb  of  El  Mehedi,  as  had  been  the  wont  of  his  forefathers, 
the  earlier  Almohade  Princes,  when  there  instantly  arose 
against  him  a  kinsman  of  his  ovm,  called  Abulola  Edris, 
sou  of  !Muhamad  Ben  Ali  Hafas  Ben  Abdelmumen  Ben 
Aly,  who  was  furthermore  named  Alwatik-Billah  and  Almu- 
tamed  Alehi.  He  likewise  received  the  bj'-name  of  Abu 
Dibus,  or  the  Lord  of  the  Club,  from  the  circumstance 
that,  being  in  Andalusia,  he  had  ever  beside  him  a  weapon 

*  Oiher  writers  sav  Gil. — Conde. 
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of  that  character,  when  the  Andalusians  scoffingly  bestowed 
on  him  the  appellation  above  mentioned. 

Coveting  the  sovereignty  of  his  kinsman,  and  forgetting 
the  former  nobilit}^  of  his  nature,  Abu  Dibus  formed  aa 
alliance  with  the  enemies  of  his  own  house  and  race, 
proposing  a  compact  of  mutual  assistance  to  the  Beni 
Merines,  and  promising  to  give  them  the  half  of  the  realm, 
on  condition  that  they  should  make  him  master  of  Morocco. 
Nor  did  those  nobles  refuse  the  profler,  and  by  their  aid 
the  city  was  compelled  to  surrender;  Almutamed  Alehi, 
called  Abu  Dibus,  himself  commanding  the  cavalry  of  the 
Beni  Merines  on  that  occasion. 

The  unfortunate  Ameer,  Omar  A.ben  Ibrahim  Ben  Ishac, 
was  then  compelled  to  fly  for  his  life,  and  with  certain 
cavaliers  of  his  train  took  the  way  towards  Medina  Azamor, 
where  he  hoped  to  be  secure ;  but  the  inhabitants  of 
Azamor,  seeing  that  he  had  only  a  very  few  followers,  rose 
in  rebellion  and  cast  him  into  prison.  It  is  true  that,  by 
promises  and  offers  of  reward,  the  Ameer  succeeded  iu 
prevailing  on  a  servant  of  the  prison  to  liberate  him  from 
that  dungeon,  and,  leaving  the  place  by  night,  he  was  let 
down  from  the  city  walls.  He  then  fled,  together  with  his 
assistant,  on  horses  which  had  been  previously  provided. 
But  they  had  not  proceeded  far,  when  the  miserable  slave 
attacked  the  Ameer  suddenly  as  he  was  pursuing  his  flight, 
without  suspicion  of  evil :  and  although  the  valiant  Omar 
Ben  Ibrahim  long  defended  himself  against  the  miscreant 
traitor,  yet  he  was  finally  deprived  of  life  by  the  impure 
hands  of  that  treacherous  slave.  The  unhappy  death  of  the 
Ameer  Almortadi  took  place  on  the  2nd  day  of  the  moon 
Safer,  in  the  year  665.  The  tomb  of  Omar  Ben  Ibrahim, 
still  a  well-known  sepulchre,  was  subsequently  much  visited  : 
the  period  of  his  reign  was  eighteen  years,  nine  months,  and 
twent^'-two  days. 

The  sons  of  the  murdered  Ameer  Omar  Aben  Ibrahim 
were  kept  in  prison  by  Abu  Dibus  during  all  the 
time  of  his  ill-won  sovereignty.  Abulola  Edris,  called 
Abu  Dibus,  whose  reign  extended  to  the  period  of  two 
years  and  some  months,  obtaiiv.^d  possession  of  the  state 
by  the  help  he  had  purchased  from  the  Beni  Merines  ; 
but  no  long   time   after   the  commencement  of  his   rule, 
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the  Boni  ISrorincs,  oflondod  by  tlic  noii-fiilfilnionl  of  his 
promis(<s,  iniuli"  wiw  upon  liiin  for  that  eauao.  Tho  Ibriiiuo 
of  anus  viiriiil  to  a  oortaiu  oxtout  for  some  time,  but 
was  for  the  most  part  adverse  to  Abu  Dibus  ;  yet  in  the 
tliird  year  of  his  troubled  povercicjnty  ho  determined  to 
yentuiv  liis  all  on  the  chance  of  a  pitched  battle. 

The  armies  met  accordinfi;ly  ou  the  banks  of  the  Guadil- 
{rafir ;  that  encounter  taking  jdace  on  the  2iul  day  of 
Moharram,  in  the  year  078.  An  obstinate  conflict  theii 
ensued,  and  was  maintained  with  equal  success  throughout 
the  day;  but  towards  the  fall  of  night  the  enemies  of  Abu 
Dibus'defeated  and  routed  him,  when  tlie  desperate  Edris 
Abulula  died  liglitiiig  with  tho  fary  of  a  wounded  lion. 
His  head  was  then  taken  off  and  carried  to  Medina  Tez, — 
an  event  whicli  occurred  on  the  9th  day  of  the  moon  above 
mentioned.  Few  of  the  many  sanguinary  battles  fought 
in  Africa  proved  more  fatal  to  life  than  did  this  of  the 
Guadilgafir,  the  field  having  been  left  covered  with  corpses, 
an  acceptable  feast  for  the  beasts  and  birds  of  prey. 

And  so  ended  the  empire  of  the  Almohade  princes, 
descendants  of  the  Ameer  Amuminin  Abdelmumen  Ben 
Aly,  which  concluded  without  leaving  trace  or  sign  of  those 
mo'narchs  remaining.  Their  dynasty  endured  one  hundred 
and  fifty-two  years. 

Praise  be  to  God,  whose  empire  never  endeth ;  whose 
power  is  infinite  ;  and  of  whose  glory  there  is  no  end  ;  nor 
is  there  any  other  God  but  He  ! 


CHAP.  LYin.— Of  the  esipiee  of  the  beni  meeines. 

Kow  this  is  the  genealogy  of  Abdclhac,  the  father  of  our 
present  lord,  the  Ameer  of  the  Faithful — whom  may  God 
exalt.  He  was  the  son  of  Abu  Chalid  Mahayu,  a  grandson 
of  Abu  Bekar,  of  Hamema,  of  Muhamad,  of  Quinar,  of 
Merin,  of  Vertagin,  of  Mahuli,  of  Gerig,  of  Fatin,  of  Ikdar, 
of  lahfit,  of  Abdallah,  of  Vertit,  of  Maaz,  of  Ibrahim,  of 
Segih,  of  Vatites,  of  Talisten,  of  Mensir,  of  Zaquia,  of 
Versic,  of  Zenat,  of  Jana,  of  Tahye,  of  Jamrit,  of  Daris,  of 
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Eegib,  of  Madaguis  Elebter,  of  Jezid,  of  Cais,   of  Ilan,  of 
Modar,  of  Vezar,  of  Maad,  of  Adnan. 

Abu  Bekar,  the  grandfather  of  Abdelhae,  was  a  noble 
Xeque  of  the  land  of  Zaub,  iu  Alkibla  or  the  south  country 
lie  accompanied  the  Ameer  of  the  Taithful,  Jakob  Almanzor, 
to  Spain,  and  was  present  at  the  renowned  battle  of  Alarcos, 
iu  which  the  Zenetes,  among  whom  Aba  Bekar  fouglit 
bravely,  suiTered  greatly  from  the  onslaughts  of  the  enemy  : 
be  came  forth  from  that  encounter  with  life,  but  wounded 
with  many  wouuds,  and  returning  to  Africa,  he  died  in  his 
own  country  of  Zaub  in  the  year  592. 

Abu  Chalid  Mahyu,  the  son  of  Abu  Bekar,  and  father  of 
Abdelhae,  took  up  his  abode  at  a  later  period  in  the  land 
of  Almagreb,  where  his  son  Abdelhae  rendered  himself 
famous  by  his  deeds  iu  arms.  Abdelhae  was  indeed  a  brave 
and  excellent  man,  who  feared  no  other  being  save  God 
aloue  :  he  carried  on  perpetual  wars  with  the  Alarabians  of 
Kiyah  ;  and  in  these  he  had  great  and  notable  successes, 
but  finally  died  in  a  battle  with  those  borderers,  as  did  also 
his  brother  Idris,  who  was  in  his  company. 

On  the  death  of  Abu  Chalid  Mahyu,  the  command  of  his 
tribe  was  taken  by  his  son,  Abu  Said  Ozman,  who  caused 
himself  to  be  entitled  Ameer.  He  took  a  solemn  oath  to 
avenge  the  blood  of  his  father  and  uncle,  and  not  to  lay  the 
weapon  out  of  his  hands  until  he  should  have  slain  one 
hundred  of  the  most  nobie  Xeques  of  the  tribes  who  were 
his  enemies,  making  a  cruel  tvar  on  the  Alarabians  with 
that  intent,  and  subjugating  many  of  their  tribes. 

Among  the  first  of  the  Cabilas  who  submitted  themselves 
to  the  domination  of  Abu  Said  Abdallah  Ben  Ozman  Ben 
Aba  Chalid  were  the  following  : — Hobara,  Zucara,  Tusala, 
Mekinesa,  Butuya,  Pestala,  and  Siderata :  after  these  came 
the  Cabilas  of  Bahtula,  Mediula,  and  Meliona,  all  of  whom 
confessed  themselves  to  be  his  tributaries,  and  paid  him  the 
Almahona  or  tribute-money  of  vassalage  ;  the  Hafites  or 
doctors  being  the  only  persons  exempted.  These  conquests 
Abu  Ozman  completed  in  the  year  614. 

This  Ameer  likewise  compelled  the  people  of  Medina  Fez, 
Tesce,  and  Alcazar  Abdel-Kerim,  to  make  certain  conventions 
with  him,  and  they  also,  acknowledging  his  supremac}^  con- 
sented to  pay  him  service  and  tribute.      The  states  of  Abu 
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Snid  O/.inaii  lion  Aim  C'iialitl  wore  nuicli  cxtiMulod  bj'  tho 
xinintorru[itod  ])rospi'rity  ot"  his  :iniis  (liu-inn;  tho  iliiVL'-iind- 
twculv  yeara  Avhich  was  tho  period  of  liis  reign  ;  seiiio;  that 
lie  held  ilio  c-oinmand  ot' those  rude  dwellers  in  the  desert, 
liis  jNleriiie  i'ollowers,  from  the  death  of  his  father,  Abu 
Mohamad  Abdallah  Jieii  Abu  Chalid,  which  took  place  in  the 
year  015,  to  the  year  038.  His  own  death  was  caused  by  tho 
thrust  of  a  lance  in  the  throot,  given  him  by  n  servant  who 
had  beeu  taken  from  his  Inlidel  parents  in  his  childhood,  and 
Lad  been  brought  up  from  that  time  by  Abu  Ozman. 

After  the  departure  of  that  Ameer  to  the  mercy  of  Allah, 
the  empire  of  the  Bcni  Meriues  fell  to  his  brother.  Aba 
Muarri'f  jMohamad,  to  Avhom  all  the  Merine  Xeques  took 
the  oath  of  allegiance,  proffering  to  make  war  on  all  whom 
he  shoidd  attack,  and  to  defend  all  whom  he  should  take 
into  his  protection.  The  Ameer  Muarref  Mohamad  con- 
tinued that  subjugation  of  the  tribes  dwelling  in  Almagreb, 
Avhicli  had  been  commenced  by  his  brother,  Abu  Ozman. 
Being  a  well-experienced  and  very  valiant  v/arrior,  ho  con- 
quered his  enemies  in  many  battles,  and  happily  subjected 
several  of  their  tribes  to  his  authority.  For  this  cause  he 
was  much  celebi-ated  by  the  poets,  who  declared  of  this 
Ameer  that  his  I'epose  was  to  do  battle  with  the  foe,  day 
and  night,  that  his  decorations  and  ornaments  were  armour 
and  weapons,  while  his  sports  were  the  sanguinary  conflicts 
of  tlie  field.  Once  only  was  Abu  Moarref  defeated  by  the 
Almohades,  and  that  day  he  died  fighting. 

Now  the  manner  of  that  event  was  on  this  wise.  Abu 
Said,  the  Ameer  of  the  Almohades,  had  sent  against  M'uarrcf 
Mohamad  an  admirably  well-appointed  force,  in  which  there 
were  no  less  than  twenty  thousand  Almohade  troops,  and  a 
body  of  Alarabians  from  Ilescura,  with  certain  valiant 
generals  of  the  Christians.  That  host  encountered  the 
army  of  Abu  Moarref  on  the  confines  of  Fez,  and  a  terrible 
conflict  ensued.  The  battle  was  indeed  one  of  the  most 
obstinate  and  sanguinary  ever  known,  since  it  commenced 
with  the  first  gleam  of  dawn  and  did  not  terminate  until 
the  approach  of  night,  when  the  soil  was  dyed  red  with  the 
blood  of  the  slain. 

In  the  later  part  of  the  afternoon,  aud  just  as  the  sun 
was  setting,  Muarref  Mohamad,  the  Ameer   of  the   Beni 
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Merines,  encountered  a  brave  general  of  the  Cbristians, 
Avitli  whom  ho  commenced  a  single  combat,  wherein  the 
Christian  killed  Muarref  by  a  thrust  of  his  lance,  tlie  horse 
of  the  Ameer  being  so  greatly  wearied  by  the  many  hours 
during  which  his  master  had  been  fighting  that  he  did  not 
turn  Avith  the  rapidity  required,  and  thus  the  Christian 
could  wound  him  much  at  his  ease.  "When  Muarref 
Muhamad  fell,  the  spirit  of  his  people  fell  with  him,  and 
being  totally  defeated  they  were  driven  from  the  field. 
That  sanguinary  battle  took  place  on  Thursday,  the  9th  day 
of  Giumada  Seciinda,  ia  tlie  year  642. 

The  command  of  the  Beni  Merines  was  then  assumed  bv 
the  brother  of  Muarref  Mohamad,  Abu  Bekar  Tahye,  who 
was  the  son  of  a  free  woman,  and  a  dai;ghter  of  the  house 
of  Abdelwaid.  The  Ameer  Tahye  was  ambidextrous,  and 
could  throAV  a  lance  from  each  hand  at  the  same  moment 
with  infinite  force  and  facility.  When  the  Meriiie  Xequjs 
proffered  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  this  sovereign  he  divided 
the  whole  of  the  lands  among  them,  and  yielded  to  them  the 
revenues  of  Alma^reb. 

i;;  Fixing  his  camp  in  Velad  Zarhun,  Abu  Bokar  Tahye 
Ben  Abdallah  thence  m.ade  war  on  Mekinesa,  which  he 
reduced  to  his  authority  in  the  year  643,  having  taken 
Medina  Fez  three  years  previously.  And  tliere  he  was 
subsequently  buried,  his  tomb  being  within  the  gate  called 
Babe  Giseyin  (which  is  that  whence  he  departs  Avho  wills 
to  travel  towards  Andalusia),  and  near  the  sepulchre  Oi'the 
Xeque  Muhamad  Festeli. 

On  the  death  of  Abu  Bekar  Tahye,  that  monarch  was 
succeeded  in  the  empire  of  the  Beni  Merines  by  Abu  Juzef, 
another  son  of  Abdallah  Ben  Abu  Chalid,  and  brother  of  tlie 
three  preceding  Ameers.  This  valiant  prince  did  not  cease, 
to  make  war  against  the  Almohades  until  he  had  ('riveii 
them  fi'om  every  pai-t  of  his  territories  :  nay,  he  extirpated 
that  race  as  the  husbandman  roots  up  the  weeds  froiii  a. 
field  which  he  proposes  to  cultivate,  without  leaving  trace 
or  sign  thei-eof.  He  made  himself  m.aster  of  Medina 
Morocco,  and  his  entry  into  that  pity  took  place  on  the  cay 
Axura  in  the  year  078.  Four  years  prior  to  that  period 
Abu   Juzef     Ben   Abdelhac    made   his   first  vovage    ii.to 
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Spain,  mid   it   was   (liiriii;^   liis   absence   on  that   occasion 
that  tho  massacre  of  the  .lews  of  ]*\'z  took  place. 

In  tlie  same  year,  and  in  the  INIoon  Xawal.  a  commence- 
ment Avas  made  for  tlie  i'oundationa  of  the  new  city  of  ]'\-/, 
wliieli  received  the  name  of  jNIedina  Ibeida,  l)ecause  the 
edillces  then  newly  erected  therein  were  whitened.  In  the 
year  077  the  works  were  completed. 

The  second  journey  of  Abu  Juzcf  to  Spain  was  made  in  tlio 
year  G7(3,  wlu'ii  lie  repaired  to  ]\ledina  Tariia,  with  intent  to 
pass  on  to  Seville.  On  this  occasion  there  went  in  his 
company  the  two  sous  of  Abu  Juzef,  the  Ameers  Abu 
Jakob  and  Abu  Zeyan  Mendel.  They  proceeded  by  Eonda, 
and  in  that  campaign  Abu  Juzef  caused  his  power  to  be 
much  dreaded  in  the  land  of  Spain.  His  third  voyage  to 
that  country  took  place  in  the  year  C'Sl,  and  as  he  then  saw 
that  the  walls  of  Algezira-Alhadra  were  in  a  very  dilapidated 
condition,  he  repaired  all  the  Bunia,  and  greatly  strengthened 
the  fortifications.  Here  the  Ameer  was  met  by  his  son-in- 
law  luad,  who  was  then  in  the  Comarca  of  Eonda  with  liis 
forces.  Abu  Juzef  then  found  means  to  procure  auxiliaries 
for  the  reduction  of  the  rebels  by  whom  he  was  still 
disquieted. 

A  fourth  journey  to  Spain  was  undertaken  by  that 
raonarcli  in  the  year  684,  when  he  was  again  accompanied 
by  his  two  sons,  Abu  Jakob  Juzef  and  Abu  Zeyan  Mendal. 
( )n  that  occasion  he  laid  siege  to  the  city  of  Xoris,  and  was 
detained  before  the  place  nearly  four  months. 

In  the  Moon  of  Muharram  of  the  year  GS5  Abu  Juzef 
died ;  an  event  whicli  took  place  in  the  Almuuia  on  tho 
(Jreen  Island,  whence  his  remains  were  transmitted  fur 
interment  to  Medina  Sale.  The  period  of  this  monarch's 
reign  was  twenty-eight  years,  six  months,  and  twenty-two 
days.  In  his  time  it  was  that  the  Great  Anoria*  was 
constructed  in  the  river  of  Eez. 

The  Ameer  Jakob  Juzef  had  seven  sons ;  tlie  eldest  v,"as 
Abu  Melic  Abdel  AYnlid,  who  received  the  oatb  of  alle- 
giance as  successor  to  the  throne,  but  died  in  his  father's 
lifetime  ;  the  second  was  Abu  Jacob  Juzcf,   who   became 

*  Anoria  :  wheel  for  raising  water  from  tlie  river. — Tj-. 
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Ameer  on  tlie  death  of  his  fiither  ;  the  third  was  Abu  Zeyaii 
Mendel ;  the  fourth  was  Abu  Salem  Mendel,  who  also  died  in 
liis  lather's  lifetime  ;  the  fifth  was  Abu  Amir  Abdallah,  who 
died  in  battle  against  the  Ameer  Omar  Ben  Ibrahim  Aben 
Ishac  Almortadi ;  the  sixth  was  Abu  Muarref  Muhamad  ; 
and  the  seventh  Abu  Tahye. 

On  the  death  of  the  Ameer  Abu  Jazef,  his  son  Abu 
Jakob  Juzef  became  sovereign  of  tlie  Beni  Merines,  as  hath 
been  related.  The  reign  of  this  king  was  twenty-one  years, 
nine  montlis,  and  fourteen  days.  He  had  four  sons, — Abu 
Salem  Ibrahim,  Abu  Amir,  Abdallali,  who  died  at  Tangiers, 
and  Abdeluiumen  Abu  Kurhan  Mafot. 

The  noble  sovereis:n  Abu  Jakob  Juzef  crossed  the  strait 
to  Andalusia,  where  he  besieged  the  city  of  Be;jer,  as  he 
did  subsequently  that  of  Telencen,  in  Almagreb,  which  was 
a  much  protracted  siege,  and  became  the  more  remarkable 
being  the  period  of  Jakob  Juzef  s  existence,  since  the  death 
of  that  monarch  took  place  before  its  conclusion.  The 
departure  of  Jakob  Juzef  occurred  in  the  Moon  of  Dylcada 
of  the  year  700,  when  his  remains  were  removed  to  Medina 
Sale  for  burial.  By  his  death  his  cousin,  Abu  8aid  Amir, 
son  of  Abu  Amir  Abdallah,  who  was  a  son  of  the  King  Jakob 
Juzef  Ben  Abdelhac,  succeeded  to  the  kingdom,  but  Abu  Said 
wasnot  acknowledged  in  Telencen  until  after  many  dissensions 
and  much  strife  caused  by  that  succession. 

AVhen  he  had  seated  himself  firmly  on  the  throne,  Abu 
Said  Amir  deprived  the  principal  persons  who  had  opposed 
his  accession  of  their  lives.  The  term  of  his  reicni  was  one 
year  and  three  months  ;  that  of  his  wliole  life  being  but 
twenty -four  years.  He  died  in  the  vicinity  of  Tanja,  during 
the  Moon  of  Safer,  and  in  the  year  708.  His  body  was  at 
first  interred  in  the  Alcazaba  of  that  city,  but  was  subse- 
quently transferred  to  Sale,  and  buried  near  that  of  his 
grandfather. 

After  the  death  of  Abu  Said  Amir,  the  brother  of  that 
sovereign,  Abu  Eebie  Zuleyman  Ben  Amir  Abu  Amir 
Abdallah,  son  of  the  King  Abu  Jakob,  assumed  the  sceptre 
of  the  Beni  Merines.  In  his  time  the  city  of  Ceuta  returned 
to  its  first  and  ancient  lords,  an  event  which  occurred  in 
tlie  year  709.  Abu  Rebie  Zuleyman  reigned  two  years, 
four  mouths,   and  twenty-three  days.     He  died  at  Medina 
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Tessa,  on  tlio  1st  of  the  Moon  Regob,  iu  tlie  year  710,  aud 
\Ya8  buried  in  ll>e  couHs  of  tlio  luoyijuo  in  that  cily. 

Tlie  suceessor  of  Ivebio  Zuleyiiiau  Abu  Abdallah  was 
the  unclo  of  hi.s  fatlicr  Abu  Said  Ozinau,  sou  of  the  King 
Abu  Ju/.of  Jakob  IJcu  Abdelhac ;  lie  was  born  during  tho 
life  of  hirf  grandt'atlier,  and  in  the  year  071;  the  duration  of 
his  reign  waa  twenty  years  and  six  months  ;  he  died  in  the 
immediate  vieinity  of  Medina  Yez  as  lie  was  approacliing 
that  eity  from  Teleneen,  and  his  departure  from  life  occurred 
iu  the  moon  of  Dylcada,  in  the  year  731.  lie  was  suc- 
ceeded by  bis  son,  Abu  Hassan  Aly,  who  reigned  two  years 
and  four  mouths,  dying  iu  the  mountains  of  Hinteta,  which 
are  situate  on  tho  eonlines  of  IMorocco.  Abu  Hassan  de- 
parted to  the  mercy  of  Allah  ou  tho  last-  day  of  the  moou 
ilebie  Primera,  iu  the  yeai'  752. 

Tho  !r;uccessor  of  Abu  Hassan  was  Abu  Lian  Paris,  who 
w:;.;  called  Motewakil  Alle  Allah,  Prince  of  the  Moslemah ; 
he  retained  the  empire  during  a  period  of  seven  years  and 
nine  months.  Abu  Inau  died  on  the  24th  day  of  the  moou 
Dylhagia,  in  the  year  759,  when  his  son,  Abu  Pekar,  suc- 
ceeded him,  but  reigned  only  seven  months  aud  twenty  days. 
Abu  Bekar  Ben  Inan  Paris  was  followed  by  his  uncle,  Abu 
Salem  Ibrahim,  sou  of  the  King  Abul  Hassan.  This 
sovereign  was  called  Almostaiu  Eillah :  he  governed  the 
state  two  years,  three  months,  and  five  days  :  his  death  took 
place  in  the  moon  of  Dylcada,  in  the  year  762.  The 
brother  of  Almostaiu  Billalt  was  the  successor  of  that 
monarch  :  he  was  called  Abu  Amir  Taxifin,  and  was  a  son 
of  the  King  Abul  Hassan.  His  reign  endured  but  three 
months,  aud  he  was  followed  by  his  nephew,  Abu  Zeyan 
Mohamad,  sou  of  the  Ameer  Abu  Abderahmau  Jakob,  who 
was  a  son  of  the  King  Abul  Hassan.  Zeyan  Mohamad 
held  command  during  five  years,  and  died  in  the  year  768. 
After  him  came  his  uncle,  Abu  Paris  Abdelaziz,  also  a  sou 
of  the  King  Abul  Hassan :  his  reign  had  endured  five  years 
when  he  died,  an  event  which  took  place  at  Teleneen,  iu  the 
moon  of  Eebie  Primera,  and  the  year  773.  By  his  death, 
the  empire  fell  to  his  son,  Abu  Said  Mohamad,  Avho  was  a 
child  of  five  years  only,  and  did  not  remain  on  the  throne 
more  than  tv»-o  years  ;  at  the  end  of  which  tim.e,  and  iu  the 
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moon  of  Muharram,  775,  the  government  was  taken  from 
his  bands. 

After  the  death  of  Abu  Said  Mohamad,  the  reins  of 
empire  were  assumed  by  Abeu  Zeid  Abderahman  Motewakil 
Alio  Allah,  son  of  the  Ameer  Abul  Hassan  Aly  Ben  Said 
Othman  Ben  Abu  Juzef  Jakob  Ben  Abdelhak.  That  sove- 
reign ascended  the  throne  in  the  court  of  Morocco,  in  the 
moon  of  Moharram,  and  the  year  775 :  and  it  is  this  great 
monarch  who  is  happily  reigning  on  the  day  when  we  linish 
the  book  now  before  you,  O  reader ;  that  day  being  the 
moon  Eebie  Pi-imera,  in  the  year  788. 

In  this  king  hath  Allah  presented  to  us  good  hope  of 
prosperity — may  the  Almighty  permit  these  signs  and  indi- 
cations to  be  accomplished,  granting  us  all  that  is  desired 
from  a  good  prince,  which  is  victory  over  the  Infidels  and 
all  felicity  to  the  Moslemah.  There  have  now  passed  seven 
years  and  two  months  of  Abu  Zeid  Abderahman' s  reign : 
may  God  grant  that  his  empire  shall  be  constantly  governed 
in  justice  and  rectitude,  to  the  welfare  of  the  Moslemah, 
according  to  His  sovereign  will  and  pleasure. 

And  now  have  we  arrived  at  the  end  of  our  H 'story  with 
the  promised  brevity,  presenting  therein  a  compendiuui  of 
all  things  w^orthy  to  be  remembered  that  have  taken  place 
from  the  foundation  of  Medina  Morocco  even  to  the  present 
day ;  commencing  with  the  time  when,  the  site  of  the  city 
being  but  the  abode  of  lions  and  the  pasture  of  the  hart, 
the  iirst  stone  thereof  was  laid,  a  period  of  time  from  which 
to  the  present  day  three  hundred  and  twenty  years  have 
passed. 

Pirstly,  there  governed  in  the  new  city  the  Almoravides, 
who  were  masters  thereof  seventy-nine  years  ;  next  came 
the  Almohades,  who  held  the  same  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
six  years  ;  and  then  followed  the  Beni  Merinas,  who  have 
ruled  one  hundred  and  fifteen  years  from  the  time  when  the 
Almohade  empire  came  to  a  close,  even  to  these  our  days  ; 
the  whole  sum  of  which,  to  the  end  tliat  none  may  be 
ignorant  of  the  same,  is  three  hundred  and  twenty  years. 
The  vear  of  the  foundation  was  that  of  the  Hea;ira462  ;  and 
the  present  year,  which  is  that  of  the  completion  of  this  our 
History,  is  the  year  of  the  Hegira  7S3. 


TART  IV. 

CHAP.  T.— Civil  ataes  cos:tinue  to  eage  among  the  moslemah  of 


SPAIN. 


After  tlie  disastrous  battle  of  Alacoub,  which  the 
Christians  call  tho  battle  of  Toledo,  the  whole  dynasty  of 
the  Almohades  gave  manifest  indications  that  the  greatness 
thereof  was  tending  towards  its  decline.  The  conc[uered 
prince,  Muhaniad  Aben  Juzef,  called  Ledinallah  Anasir, 
filled  with  dismay  by  the  grievous  misadventure  of  Alacoub, 
attributed  tlie  rout  of  his  army,  not  to  the  bravery  and  good 
conduct  of  the  Christians,  but  to  the  incapacity  of  the 
Andalusian  generals :  he  had,  therefore,  no  sooner  arrived 
at  JNlediua  Seville  than  he  took  a  cruel  vengeance  on  those 
leaders,  striking  off  the  heads  of  the  most  distinguished 
men  among  them,  and  depriving  the  remainder  o"f  their 
Alcadias,  governments,  and  other  offices. 

By  that  unjust  and  impolitic  proceeding,  Muhamad  still 
further  estranged  the  Andalusian  nobles,  already  much 
oflended  by  the  alfronts  they  had  previously  received,  inso- 
much _  that  not  a  few  of  the  most  honourable  Xeques, 
resolving  on  revenge,  then  became  the  determined  enemies 
of  his  house,  and  awaited  only  the  favourable  moment  for 
making  their  dissatisfaction  manifest.  The  Ameer  Muhamad 
subsequently  departed  from  Spain  and  repaired  to  Africa, 
without  an  attempt  to  recover  the  losses  he  had  sustained, 
or  to  repair  his  shattered  fortunes  by  new  campaigns  in 
A.ndalusia.  Arriving  in  Morocco,  he  concealed  himself  in 
bis  palace,  as  we  have  before  related,  resigning  his  days  to 
indolence  and  the  enjoyment  of  vain  delights,  and  ultimately 
dying  of  poison,  presented  to  him  by  the  hands  of  those  who 
had  been  the  ministers  of  his  vengeance  and  the  instruments 
of  his  pleasures. 

The  son  of  Muhamad  Aben  Juzef,  called  Almostansir 
Billah,  was  still  but  a  child,  and  was  consequently  go:c:n?d 
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by  the  Xeques  who  were  his  Ivinsmen.  These  princes 
divided  the  provinces  of  Spain  and  Africa  among  themselves, 
not  with  the  purpose  of  governing  the  people  prudently, 
and  maintaining  them  in  justice  during  the  minority  of 
their  sovereign,  as  they  ought  to  have  done,  but  to  the  sole 
intent  of  enriching  themselves,  whicli  they  effected  by  the 
exhaustion  and  ruin  of  the  land.  The  most  uiiheard-of 
extortions  and  the  most  vexatious  imposts  were  invented  by 
the  inordinate  covetousness  of  the  Waliea  and  Viziers,  who 
thought  only  of  extracting  the  utmost  extent  of  profit  for 
themselves  from  the  general  disorder:  each  endeavouring 
to  retain  his  hold  on  the  offices  iuiquitously  conferred  upon 
him,  by  acts  of  violence  or  by  a  succession  of  the  gifts  and 
bribes  wherewith  he  had  pux'chased  those  employments,  as 
the  case  might  be. 

Wliile  the  provinces  of  the  state  were  thus  daily  im- 
poverished by  misgovernment,  the  Christians  on  their  part 
went  raging  through  the  Comarcas,  doing  their  utmost  to 
increase  the  desohition  everywhere  prevailing.  They  cut 
up  the  fields,  after  having  destroyed  or  carried  a^vay  the 
growing  crops  ;  they  burnt  the  towns,  and  s]au,::;litei'ed  the 
unhappy  dwellers  in  Andalusia,  occupying  all  the  for- 
tresses of  the  country,  insomuch  that  the  frontier  of  tlie 
Moslemah  remained  without  the  means  of  defence.  The 
Ameer  Almostansir  Billah  was  meanwhile  employed  in  the 
breeding  of  flocks  and  herds  ;  that  prince  gave  his  thoughts 
principally  to  the  care  of  various  kinds  of  cattle,  having 
become  a  pastor  of  sheep,  instead  of  the  true  defender  of 
his  people,  and  tlie  guardian  of  that  precious  flock,  the 
Moslemah  of  Spain,  which  was  thus  daily  exposed  to  the 
attack  of  those  ravening  wolves,  the  Ciiristians,  who  tore 
them  to  pieces  at  their  leisure.  At  length  that  negligent 
ruler  of  his  people  died,  without  leaving  any  succession, 
when  his  uncle  Abdelwahid,  the  son  of  Abu  Jakob,  was 
placed  on  the  throne  by  the  concealed  plots  and  intrigues 
of  the  principal  Xeques.  The  bi'others  of  the  new  monarch, 
Cid  Muhamad  and  Cid  Abu  Aly,  then  exercised  absolute 
authority  in  Spain,  which  they  governed  with  a  sceptre  of 
iron,  and  then  it  was  that  the  dissatislaction  of  the 
Andalusian  people  began  to  make  itself  felt. 

In   Murcia,  xlbdallah,  who  was  known  by  the  illustrious 
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appellation  of  Allahdc^l,  exalted  hiinself  to  tho  dij^nity  of 
kinji^,  tlie  Xequea  of  tho  proviuco  dedaring  theinsolvea  iii 
bis  favour  ;  and  under  tho  shadow  of  tliis  party  other  faetiona 
began  to  take  tlieir  rise.  JMuhaniad,  the  Wali  of  Baeza, 
resolving  to  maintain  himself  in  his  lordship  at  whatever 
cost,  made  a  compact  with  tho  Christians,  to  wlioui  lie 
afforded  a  degree  of  help  and  favour  which  enabled  them  to 
malce  perpetual  incursions  on  Andalusia.  This  de])lorablo 
•condition  of  public  alfairs  rendered  tho  Kuig  Abdullah 
Allahdel  abhorrent  to  the  people ;  his  name  was  never  men- 
tioned but  with  maledictions  ;  lie  was  solemnly  declared  in 
the  Al jamas  to  be  the  enemy  of  God  and  a  persecutor  of 
the  Faithful,  for  which  cau;e  the  sceptre  was  taken  from 
bim  and  he  was  deposed. 

A  similar  state  of  things  was  meanwliile  prevailing  in 
Africa,  where  the  Xeques  dethroned  tlie  King  Abdeiwahid, 
proclaiming  his  brother  in  his  stead  :  this  brother  of  Abdel- 
waliid  was  the  renowned  Cid  Abu  Aly  Almamoun,  an  illus- 
trious prince  of  distinguished  merit,  and  one  who  might 
have  put  a  pei'iod  to  the  sufferings  of  his  people,  had  not 
Fortune  declared  herself  adverse  to  the  prosperity  of  his 
race.  He  was  an  object  of  great  dread  to  the  insurgents, 
iind  equally  intimidated  the  Chi-istian  foe.  Determined  to 
remove  that  fruitful  cause  of  revolt,  the  unlimited  power 
then  exercised  by  the  Almoliade  nobles,  the  new  sovereign 
suppressed  the  counsels  of  the  Xeques,  thereby  hoping  to 
deliver  his  empire  from  much  of  the  turbulence  and  anarchy 
by  which  every  portion  thereof  was  disquieted.  But  Abu 
Aly  Almamoun  was  unduly  generous  on  that  occasion,  and 
as  he  did  not  make  an  end  of  those  ambitious  ministers  wlio 
formed  those  counsels,  so  they  instantly  rose  against  him  in 
open  rebellion,  kindling  new  discords  through  all  Africa  as 
well  as  in  Spain,  where  there  already  existed  so  much 
disunion  and  so  many  sources  of  misfortune. 

The  rebel  Xeques  now  sent  a  brave  and  experienced 
general  against  their  sovereign,  and  the  more  effectually  to 
animate  their  chief  for  the  war  he  was  about  to  vmdertake, 
they  declared  him  to  be  their  king,  and  the  legitimate 
successor  to  the  throne  of  the  Almohadcs.  Tlie  monarch 
thus  chosen  by  the  insurgent  Xeques  was  the  noble  Taliye 
Ben  Anasir,  but  the  extraordinary  ability  and  great  valour 
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of  the  King  A.bu  Aly  Almamoim  eiiablecl  him  to  vanquish 
Yaliye  Beu  Anasir,  when  the  latter  was  compelled  to  retire 
to  the  mountains,  where  he  wandered  about  with  no  other 
security  or  protection,  than  such  as  was  afibrded  by  the 
inaccessible  asperities  and  wildness  of  his  retreat.  By  that 
vijtory  the  possession  of  the  empire  appeared  to  be  secured 
to  King  Abu  Aly,  and  in  this  hope  he  had  no  sooner  tran- 
quillized the  provinces  of  Spain  than  he  returiaed  to  Africa 
for  the  purpose  of  restoring  order  to  that  country  also  ;  but 
he  had  not  well  planted  his  foot  on  the  soil  before  he  received 
intelligence  to  the  efiect  that  a  powerful  enemy  had  once 
more  risen  up  against  him  in  the  East  of  Spain,  where  the 
empire  of  the  Almohades  was  again  placed  in  imminent 
peril. 

The  Xeque  whom  Abu  Aly  Almemoun  was  now  called  on 
to  oppose  was  no  other  than  Abu  Abdallah  Muliamad  Ben 
Juzef  Abeu  Hud,  a  noble  cavalier  descended  from  the  kings 
of  Saragossa.  This  noble,  perceiving  that  an  opportunity 
was  offered  for  avenging  himself  and  his  house  on  the 
Almohades,  and  hoping  to  recover  the  ancient  rights  of  his 
family,,  which  had  once  been  in  possession  of  a  flourishing 
state  in  the  eastern  parts  of  Spain,  as  we  have  heretofore 
related,  availed  himself  of  the  eloquence  wherewith  he  was 
endowed  with  so  good  effect  that  a  large  number  of  valiant 
cavaliers  declared  themselves  in  his  favour,  devoting  their 
lives  to  his  service,  and  assuring  him  of  their  readiness  to 
die  in  the  defence  of  his  rights.  The  known  generosity 
and  other  qualities  essential  to  a  great  captain,  which 
were  known  to  be  possessed  by  Abu  Abdallah  Muhamad 
Ben  Juzef,  Vvith  the  activity  of  his  partizans,  rapidly 
extended  the  amount  of  his  influence,  and  a  large  number 
of  zealous  followers  were  soon  arrayed  beneath  his  banners. 
These  men  assembled  in  Escuriaute,*  a  wild  and  desert 
part  of  the  Taaf  of  Usixar,  a  citadel  which  was  strongly 
fortified  by  art  as  well  as  by  the  nature  of  its  position ;  and 
here  they  swore  fealty  to  their  chosen  leader  by  common 
accord,  declaring  him  to   be   their   lawful  sovereign,  and 

*  Casifi  tells  us  that  tins  word  is  derived  from  tlie  Arabic  "  Escuria," 
a  place  of  rocks,  and  he  gives  the  same  etymon  for  the  word  Escorial 
or  Eseurial. — Tr. 

t  Taa  :  a  juridical  district. — Tr. 
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proclainiiiic;  liiin  11\o  A  moor  of  tlic  INlosloniali  in  Spain.* 
Tho  polonmitios  of  Abu  Abdallah's  public  installation  wore 
porfornuHl  on  the  iirst  day  of  the  Moon  of  Ivainngan,  in  the 
year  025. f 

To  iiu-roaso  his  crodii,  with  the  people,  and  in  the  hope  of 
encoura^i'ing  those  of  distant  jirovinccs  to  declare  themselves 
in  his  favour,  Abu  Abdallah  Muhamad  sent  abroad  a  decla- 
ration to  the  etlect  that  the  object  he  had  in  view  was  no 
other  than  the  restoration  of  their  liberty  to  the  cities 
oppressed  by  unjust  extortions — a  measure  from  M'hich  the 
new  monarch  expected  a  vast  accession  to  the  number  of 
his  own  followers,  with  a  proportionate  desertion  from  the 
ranks  of  those  who  still  retained  their  allegiance  to  the 
Almohade  rulers.  Abu  Abdallah  likewise  decLired  that  he 
"would  re-establish  the  dues  of  right,  or  legal  impositions,  as 
they  had  been  fixed  of  old,  abolishing  those  voluntary 
charges,  so  called,  Avith  which  the  people  had  been  loaded 
by  their  tyrants  (for  by  that  most  abhorred  of  titles  it  was 
that  he  called  the  Almohade  princes),  whom  he  furthermore 
accused  of  lenity  towards  the  Christian  enemy  of  Islam,  and 
reproached  for  their  disregard  of  religion.  The  Imaums, 
Alchatibes,  and  other  ministers  of  the  Faith,  also  preached 
in  the  mosques  to  the  eficct  that  those  sacred  places  had 
been  profaned  by  the  Almohade  impiety  ;  and  still  further 
to  excite  the  popular  fanaticism,  they  purified  the  holy 
buildings  by  lustrations  and  the  performance  of  solemn 
ceremonies :  after  those  demonstrations  the  benediction  of 
the  Imaum  was  publicly  pronounced  over  the  restored 
fanes,  the  king  himself,  with  all  his  nobles,  having  worn 
vestments  of  mourning  on  the  occasion  of  those  ceremonies, 
in  token  of  their  aifliction  for  the  evils  which  had  been 
suffered  by  the  Faith. 

About  the  same  time  another  insurrection,  excited  by  the 
Wali  Giomail  Aben  Zevaii  Ben  Mardanis,  broke  forth  in 
Valencia,  and  as  the  rumours  of  these  troubles  reached  the 
ears  of  Tahye  Aben  Anasir,  who  was  then  wandering   a 


*  Alcoaay  declares  this  event  to  liave  talcen  place  in  the  moon  Eegeb. 
—  Condi. 

t  According  to  the  authority  quoted  in  tlie  preceding  note,  towards 
the  end  of  the  moon  Ec";cb. —  Coide. 
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fugitive  among  the  mountains  of  Almunecaub,  that  genera- 
took  courage  from  those  disasters  which  he  perceived  to  be 
threatening  his  enemies.  He  did  his  utmost  to  increase 
the  prevalent  discord,  fomenting  the  revolt  against  the 
Almohades  by  every  means  in  his  power,  and  eagerly  stirring 
the  already  furious  llames  of  civil  war,  without  regard  fur 
the  evils  he  was  thus  bringing  ou  his  country. 

The  illustrious  Ameer,  Abu  Aly  Almamoun,  then  re- 
turned to  Andalusia,  where  his  first  care  was  to  make 
peace,  and  concert  a  treaty  with  the  King  Ferdeland  of  the 
Christians,*  who  was  at  that'  time  making  war  upon  him 
with  varying  fortunes,  in  the  Comarcas  of  Cordova.  The 
conditions  of  their  compact  having  been  agreed  to  by  both 
parties,  the  Ameer  Muhamad  Almamoun  assembled  such 
forces  as  he  could  gather,  and  departed  in  search  of  his 
enemy.  The  troops  of  Muhamad  encountered  the  host  of 
Aben  Hud  in  the  plains  of  Tarifa,  where  the  two  armies 
■first  gained  sight  of  each  other :  they  at  once  rushed  to  the 
attack  with  infinite  animosity,  and  no  otherwise  than  they 
would  have  done  liad  they  been  men  of  a  dilFerent  law 
instead  of  children  of  one  and  the  same  faith.  In  the 
sanguinary  conflict  which  then  ensued,  the  troops  on  either 
side  fought  thx'ougli  the  greater  part  of  the  day,  while 
victory  hesitated  to  declare  herself  on  the  part  of  Muhamad 
or  that  of  Aben  Hud ;  but  at  the  setting  of  the  sun,  and  as 
if  Aveary  of  destroying  each  other's  lives,  the  combatants 
ceased  the  struggle,  and  suspended  their  conflict  by 
common  accord.  Thus  the  arrival  of  night  occasioned  a 
brief  truce  between  those  valiant  enemies,  but  at  the  hour  of 
dawn  on  the  following  day  they  renewed  the  strife,  wiiich 
was  recommenced  with  undiminished  ardour  on  both  sides. 
Yet  the  Almohades,  being  inferior  in  point  of  numbers, 
could  ]iot  long  maintain  the  assault  of  the  Andalusians,  and 
the  Ameer  Muhamad  Almamoun  was  vanquished  with  the 
loss  of  his  principal  officers. 

Among  those  who  perished  on  that  day  were  Ibraliim 
Aben  Edris  Ben  Abi  Ishat,  Wall  of  Ceuta,*and  Abu  Zeyad 
Almegayad,  Wall  of  Badagos,  both  kinsmen  of  the  Ameer, 
while  his  sou,  Abul  Hassan,  who  commanded  the  vanguard 

*  Ferduiaiid,  third  kiu":  ofC'astuk. —  /'/■. 
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of  liis  army,  ■^vas  also  woundecl.  This  renowned  and  san- 
gninary  battle  was  fought  on  the  0th  day  of  the  moon 
Kaniazan,  in  the  year  of  tlie  Hegira  G2G.  Abu  Aly 
Almamouu  Avould  not  further  tempt  the  fortune  of  arms  at 
that  time  ;  he  returned  witli  his  army  in  good  order  althougli 
defeated,  nor  did  Aben  llud  vciiturc  to  moleyt  liim  in  his 
retreat,  since  the  Almohades  had  caused  Ins  troops  to  buy 
their  victory  very  dearly,  and  had  rendered  manifest  the 
truth  of  that  maxim  which  saith,  "  There  is  a  time  when  you 
should  make  a  bridge  of  silver  for  your  retreating  enemy  ;" 
seeing  that  the  xVlmohades  Yi^ere  very  valiant  cavaliers,  and 
had  proved  themselves  to  be  so  on  that  day. 

Abu  Aly  Almaraoun  then  determined  to  pass  over  into 
Africa,  there  to  assemble  a  powerful  array,  the  numbers  of 
which  might  assure  him  the  victory  over  those  who  followed 
the  fortunate  banners  of  Aben  Hud,  in  despite  of  their 
acknowledged  valour.  Having  arrived  at  this  decision,  the 
Ameer  committed  his  affairs  in  Spain  to  the  guidance  of  his 
son,  Aben  Hassan,  and  of  his  brothers  Cid  Abdallah  and 
Cid  Muhamad.  These  matters  arranged,  he  departed  for 
Africa. 

Availing  himself  of  the  occasion  presented  by  the  revolt 
of  Aben  Hud,  Giomail  Ben  Zeyan  took  possession  of 
Valencia,  from  wdiich  city  he  expelled  Cid  Muhamad 
Almanzor,  the  "Wall  thereof,  who  was  brother  to  the  Ameer 
Almamoun.  Several  encounters  then  took  place  between 
Giomail  Aben  Zeyan  and  Cid  Muhamad  Almanzor,  but 
with  continued  ill-fortune  on  the  part  of  the  latter,  although 
that  noble  Xeque  fought  with  distinguished  bravery.  His 
valour  could  nevertheless  not  avail  him  ;  and  perceiving  him- 
self to  be  abandoned  by  the  greater  part  of  his  followers,  he 
sought  refuge  at  the  court  of  the  King  G-aymis  of  the 
Christians,*  with  whom  he  had  made  peace.  But  the 
tyrant  Gaymis  was  a  mortal  enemy  to  the  Moslemab,  and 
although  he  had  taken  arms  with  the  ostensible  purpose  of 
avenging  Cid  Muhamad  Almanzor,  he  had  no  intention  of 
restoring  to  that  prince  the  states  he  had  lost,  but  seized 
the  occasion  merely  as  a  pretext  for  attacking  and  devas- 
tating the   Comarcas  of  Valencia,  on  which  he  entered  ''as 

*  James  of  Aragon. — Trans. 
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the  self-styled  defender  of  the  nggrieved  "Wali,  in  -whose 
nrane  the  Christian  then  occupied  all  the  fortresses  of  the 
land.  The  insurrection  of  Giomail  Ben  Zeyan  in  Valencia 
took  place  in  the  year  C27. 

When  Tahye  Ben  Anasir  received  intelligence  of  th.e 
victory  which  Abu  Abdallah  Muhamad  Aben  Hud  had 
obtained  over  the  Ameer  Almamomi,  he  sent  an  embassy  of 
congratulation  to  the  former,  to  whom  he  proflered  his 
friendship  and  alliance.  Following  up  these  demonstrations 
of  amity  with  an  apparent  zeal,  Yahye  then  gathered  his 
people,  and  descending  from  the  mountains  he  began  to 
commit  devastations  on  the  territories  of  the  Alm.ohade 
sovereign.  But  as  men  do  not  sulTer  a  competitor  in  empire 
any  more  than  in  love,  so  the  reply  of  the  King  Aben  Hud 
was  not  that  which  Yahye  Ben  Anasir  had  hoped  for  :  nay, 
on  the  contrary,  Aben  Hud,  like  the  prompt  and  able 
captain  that  he  was,  gave  orders  for  the  rapid  advance  of  a 
body  of  cavalry,  led  by  Aziz  Ben  Abdelmelic,  by  wliose 
bravery  and  zeal,  aided  by  the  ability  of  the  Cadi  Abu^ 
Hassan  Aly  Ben  Muhamad  El  Casteli,  the  King  Aben  Hud 
made  himself  master  of  Murcia,  having  been  greatly  favoured 
on  that  occasion  by  certain  companies  of  Christian  cavaliers, 
who  had  come  to  his  assistance. 

Aben  Hud  then  repaired  to  Murcia  in  person,  and  was 
immediately  proclaimed  in  that  city :  he  made  a  discourse 
to  the  inhabitants,  setting  forth  the  motives  by  which  he 
professed  to  be  actuated,  and  which  he  declared  to  be  no 
other  than  the  liberation  of  Spain  from  the  tyrannous  yoke 
of  the  Almohades,  v>-hom  he  affirmed  to  be  corrupters  of  the 
Moslemali  discipline  and  habits.  The  king  furthermore 
attributed  to  them  all  the  discords  of  the  state  of  whose 
decadence  he  called  the  Almohades  the  origin  and  sole 
cause :  in  conclusion,  he  assured  his  hearers  that  their 
Alraohade  oppressors  were  heretics  and  cruel  barbarians, 
who  considered  no  Moslemali  to  be  their  brother  but  such 
as  was  an  Almohade  like  themselves. 

And  now,  as  the  people  did  in  effect  sufter  greatly  from 
the  misgovernment  of  the  Almohade  rulerf',  and  as  many  of 
the  nobles  were  likewise  mortally  oftended  by  the  arrogance 
and  tyranny  of  those  princes,  so  it  was  not  a  difficult  matter  to 
dispose  the  hearts  of  the  people  against  them|]:  it_.was  therefore 
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amidst  public  acolnmaiioiis  tliat  Mulianuul  Ben  Jiizof  Abcn 
Hud  \vas  proclaiiucd  Kiiii>;  of  JMurela,  from  whoac  iuhubitauts 
lie  received  a  voluntary  oatb  of  allci^iance. 

The  many  admirable  (pialities  of  body  and  mind  which 
distiiif;ui.slied  Abed  I  hid,  went  iar  to  secure  ibr  him  the 
favour  of  the  peopk\  wliile  liis  admirable  eloijueuce  drew 
after  him  men  of  all  parties;  wherefore  a  few  months 
only  had  elapsed  before  lie  found  himself  uiaster  of  the 
entire  province.  The  king  then  appointed  his  general  A/ix 
Ben  Abdehnelic,  an  officer  in  whom  he  had  great  confideuce, 
to  be  his  AVali  in  liis  city  of  Murcia :  he  gave  the  govern- 
ment of  Medina  Xativa  to  Yaliye  Ben  Muhamad  Ben  Iza 
Abul  llassein  of  Denia,  and  in  tlie  last-named  city  he 
placed  a  son  of  that  Abul  Hassein  as  governor.  The  people 
gave  to  their  King  Aben  Hud  the  title  of  Almetiiakil  Alio 
Allah. 


CHAP.  II. — Continuation  of  the  war  among  the  moslemah. 

JAMES  OFARRAGON  TAKES   POSSESSION  OF  THE  ISLANDS  OF  MAJORCA, 
MINORCA,  AND  IVI9A.      DEATH  OF  ABU  ALT  ALMAMOUN. 

The  absence  of  tlie  King  Abu  Aly  Almamoun,  with  tlie 
victory  obtained  by  Aben  Hud,  and  his  successes  in  Murcia, 
caused  the  latter  to  believe  that  all  obstacles  were  now  cast 
down  before  those  who  followed  his  banners ;  wherefore, 
having  been  informed  that  the  Wall  of  Seville,  who  was 
bi'other  to  King  Abu  Aly  Almamoun,  had  assembled  an 
army,  and  was  advancing  against  him,  Aben  Hud  proceeded 
boldly  to  seek  his  foe.  The  "\Yali  of  Seville  had  meanwhile 
called  together  tlie  people  of  Algarve,  and  knowing  that 
Aben  Hud  would  march  to  his  encounter  with  a  powerful 
host,  lie  demanded  an  auxiliary  force  from  the  Christians 
of  Grallicia,  and  marching  witii  all  his  cavalry  on  the  territory 
of  Merida,  he  there  joined  himself  to  the  generals  of  Cid 
Abu  Abdallah.  Here,  in  the  vicinity  of  Alhanje,  the 
assembled  army  of  Almamoun  met  the  forces  of  Aben  Hud, 
and  a  sanguinary  battle  ensued,  when  the  latter  was  once 
again  victorious,  the  generals  of  Cid  Abu  Abdallah  and  his 
auxiliaries  suffering  a  total  defeat,  and  being  compelled  to 
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take  refuge  in  Medina  Merida.     The  sanguinary  battle  of 
]\Ierida  took  place  in  the  commencement  of  the  year  (;29,* 

Among  those  who  thus  sought  their  safety  in  Merida  was 
the  Almohade  general  Abdallah  Ben  Muhamad  Ben  Wazir, 
with  his  brother  Abu  Omar  Abderahman  Ben  Muhamad. 
The  first-named  of  these  generals  had  been  AVali  of  Alcazar 
Alfetah,  called  also  Alcazar  de  Abidenis,  which  was  at  that 
time  in  possession  of  the  Christians,  as  was  Montanchis,  and 
other  strongholds  of  the  same  district.  Now  there  were 
likewise  many  brave  cavaliers- in  Merida  who  belonged  to 
the  party  of  the  Almohades,  but  many  more  who  were 
disposed  to  that  of  Aben  Hud  ;  and  these  last  contrived  by 
guile  and  artifice  treacherously  to  deliver  the  two  brothers, 
even  Abdallah  and  Abderahman,  into  the  hands  of  the 
generals  of  Aben  Hud,  before  they  had  passed  the  first 
night  of  their  abode  in  the  city. 

On  the  return  of  Aben  Hud  from  the  frontier  of  the 
north,  the  two  generals  Abdallah  Ben  Muhamad  Ben  "Wazir, 
and  his  brother  Abu  Omar  Abderahman,  were  taken  to 
Medina  Seville,  which  was  the  place  of  their  birth ;  but  the 
excited  populace  there  fell  upon  those  illustrious  prisoners 
with  their  knives,  and,  despite  of  their  merits  and  nobility, 
the  brothers  were  cut  to  pieces :  this  happened,  as  is 
affirmed  by  some  writers,  to  the  no  small  regret  of  the  King 
Aben  Hud,  by  whom  Abu  Omar  Abderahman  in  particular 
was  greatly  esteemed  for  his  learning  and  admirable  genius, 
not  less  than  for  his  bravery.  Abu  Omar  was  the  author  of 
the  notes  to  that  admired  elegiac  poem  of  which  his  father 
Abu  Bekar  Ben  AV  azir  was  tlie  author. 

But  as  regards  the  fate  of  these  two  noble  captains,  Ab- 
dallah Ben  Mohamad  and  Abu  Omar  Abderahman,  we  find  it 
related  by  other  authorities  that  they  were  put  to  death  by 
order  of  Aben  Hud  himself,  and  expired  beneath  the  lances  of 
his  guard ;  but  these  authors  describe  the  execution  of  the 
brothers  as  taking  place  a  short  time  before  that  monarch 
passed  with  a  powerful  army  from  Medina  Murocca  to  the 
land  of  Granada.  During  that  campaign  all  the  alcaldes  of 
the  country  are  said  to  have  declared  themselves  of  the 
party  of  Aben  Hud,  who  was  received  with  acclamations  oi 

*  The  date  given  by  Alcoday  is  627  :   but  this  is  an  erroi-. —      C 
TOL.  III.  I 
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jov  aiul  triuinpli  by  the  inlKibitants  of  Granaila.  Other 
annahsls  dociaro  that  it  was  iii  the  last-iiaiiu'd  city,  ;uul  not 
iiuSevillo,  tlint  thi't\vogoiicTals,Abdaliah  and  Abu()nuir(\\  ho, 
liaving  been  taken  captives,  endured  their  liard  fortune  with 
admirable  constancy)  were  made  prisoners,  wlien  Aben  llud 
instantly  commanded  his  people  to  put  tliem  to  death, 
neither  their  own  merits  nor  the  renown  of  their  iatlicr 
availing  to  deliver  them  from  that  evil  fate.  Thus,  yielding 
to  the  irrevocable  decrees  of  destiny,  the  noble  brotlun-s  were 
pierced  with  lances,  and  that  by  command  of  a  jjrince  who 
prided  himself  on  his  urbanity  and  love  of  letters. 

It  is  related  of  this  illustrious  A\^ali,  even  Abu  Omar,  that 
as  he  was  passing  in  the  calm  of  a  fair  evening  tlirough  a  beau- 
tiful valley  which  lies  between  Arcos  and  Medina  Aben 
Zclim,  and  is  called  Guadalhamema,  he  heard  the  sweet 
and  plaintive  song  of  a  turtle-dove  ;  whereupon  he  composed 
the  exquisite  verses  of  that  renowned  canzonet  which  ia 
called  "The  Plaint  of  the  Turtle,"  and  which  the  dwellers 
in  Algarve  are  Avont  to  sing  at  night  by  the  light  of  the 
moon. 

About  the  same  time  it  was  that  the  Christians  from  the 
territory  of  Toledo  made  incursions  on  the  territory  of 
Cazorla,  occupying  all  the  forts  of  that  Comarca.  They 
also  took  possession  of  Quixata,  but  had  been  masters  of 
the  latter  only  a  short  time,  when  the  Moslemah  forces  of 
the  frontier  regained  the  mastery  of  the  place  and  drove  the 
Christians  forth.  In  the  northern  parts  of  Spain  the  InMel 
attacked  and  entered  Torgiela,  inflicting  a  terrible  loss  on 
the  Moslemah  v.ho  defended  the  fort,  and  who  were  of  the 
Comarca  of  Batadyns.  The  AV^ali  of  Torgiela  was  ]  brahim 
Ben  Muhamad  Ben  Sanenid  Alansari,  called  Abu  Ishak. 

In  this  year  of  G29  the  tyrant  Gaymis  proceeded  Vvitli  a 
powerful  and  well-appointed  force  against  Majorca,  whicli 
Cid  Muhamad  and  his  followers  believed  the  Christian  to 
be  assailing  on  their  behalf,  and  with  the  purpose  of  aiding 
them  against  their  enemies.  The  Infidels  made  themselves 
masters  of  the  havens,  and  obtained  possession  of  the  prin- 
cipal island,  after  having  vanquished  the  brave  and  glorious 
constancy  of  the  AVali  Said  Alhaken  Aben  Osman  El 
Coraisi,  of  Tabira  in  the  Algarve.  This  general  made  so 
uoble  a  defence,  and  caused  so  great  a  loss  to  the  Christians, 
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that  it  may  be  said  lie  permitted  them  to  advance  no  step 
whicli  they  had  not  first  moistened  with  their  blood  ;  yet  he 
was  at  length  compelled  to  retire  and  shut  himself  up  in 
the  fortress,  where  he  still  defended  himself  for  some  time 
longer.  The  day  of  Aben  Osman's  retreat  to  the  citadel 
was  Thursday,  the  lith  of  the  moon  Safer,  in  the  year  629  ; 
but  in  a  short  time  he  perceived  that  no  hope  of  succour 
remained  to  him,  and  he  was  compelled  to  surrender  on  the 
most  ruinous  conditions.  His  example  was  followed  by  the 
Xeques  and  Xarifes  of  Minorca  and  Yebizet,*  who  offered 
themselves  as  the  vassals  and  tributaries  of  King  Gaymis. 
There  were  four  Xeques  who  thus  bent  themselves  to  the 
vassalage  of  the  Christian, — Abdallah,  Sahib  of  Ilamajuda, 
Aly  of  Beni  Saida,  Aben  Tahye,  Sahib  of  Beni  Pabin, 
and  Muhamad,  Sahib  of  Alcazor.  Alhakem  Aben  Otmaa 
was  continued  in  the  Waliazgo  of  those  islands,  in  accordance 
with  a  petition  to  that  effect  presented  by  the  Moslemah 
inhabitants  to  their  Christian  victors :  he  remained  in  his 
office  accordingly,  until  the  Cadi  Abu  Abdallah  Muhamed 
Ben  Ahmed  Ben  Hisem,  incited  by  envy,  led  the  people  into 
insurrection  against  him,  when  the  disorders  thas  occasioned 
caused  the  Christians  to  visit  those  islands,  on  w"hose  inhabi- 
tants they  then  laid  a  yoke  the  tyrannical  burthens  of 
which  were  heavily  aggravated. 

During  the  course  of  the  same  year  it  was  that  the  un- 
expected death  of  the  Ameer  of  the  Faithful,  Abu  Aly 
Almcmoun,  took  place  ;  he  died  near  Morocco,  and  after  that 
unhappy  event  the  hopes  of  the  Almohades  in  Spain  were 
cast  down,  never  more  to  rise.  The  rebel  Yahye  Ben 
Anasir  then  once  again  put  forth  his  claims  to  the  throne, 
and  laboured  to  make  his  rights  avail,  contending  for  that 
sceptre  which  he  maintained  to  be  his  of  right,  since  he  had 
received  the  oath  of  allegiance  as  King  of  the  Almohades 
in  Morocco.  But  however  well  founded  were  the  claims  of 
Tahye  Ben  Anasir,  his  party  was  much  inferior  in  strength 
to  that  of  Muhamad  Abdallah  Aben  Hud,  whom  he  had 
long  perceived  to  be  his  only  effective  rival. 

While  these  two  claimants  were  thus  contending  for  the 
possession  of  Andalusia,  Giomail  Ben  Zeyau  was  in  active 

*  Yebizet :  Ivi9a. 
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movonicnt  on  l\is  pari  tooxlend  l;lio  territories  •wliicli  he  IkkI 
seiztMl  in  ValenciM :  lie  ()Cfii])i('(l  ilie  city  of  ])(Miia,  and 
plaooil  his  cousin  Mulianiad  lieu  Sobayc  lion  .luzul'Alj^ezami 
in  the  p;ovornniont  tliercof,  after  liaviiiG;  driven  forth  the 
Wali,  llnssein  Bon  Yahye,  wlio  took  refuc;c  with  his  father 
Ahmed  Men  Iza  El  Charac;i,  AVali  of  Xativa.  Tliis 
Ahmed  lien  Iza,  who  was  tlie  kinsman  of  Abu  Omar  lien 
Ati,  had  obtained  tlie  Waliazgo  of  Denia  for  his  son  Hussein, 
(wlio  was  born  in  that  place.)  as  the  reward  for  his  many 
services,  and  by  means  of  the  p;reat  riches  ho  possessed  ho 
soon  contrived  to  reinstate  the  ejected  llnssein  in  his 
jroverument,  which  the  latter  then  held  till  the  Christians 
took  possession  of  the  city,  as  we  shall  relate  hereafter. 

Yaliye  Ben  Anasir  was  meanwhile  assembling  his  forces 
with  unwearied  diligence ;  he  summoned  his  partizans  and 
friends  to  his  aid,  exhorting  all  to  gather  around  him  M'ith 
such  strength  as  they  could  nuister ;  and  a  well-appointed 
host  was  accordingly  congregated  in  Arjona.  The  com- 
mand of  these  troops  was  conferred  by  Tahye  Ben  Anasir 
on  his  nephew,  Muhamad  Abu  Abdallah  Ben  Jusef  Ben 
Anasir  of  Arjona,  a  youth  of  admirable  qualities :  he  was 
indeed  virtuous  and  prudent  as  a  man  of  advanced  years,  while 
his  bravery  and  ability  as  a  leader  in  the  field  were  such 
that  his  reputation  was  equal  to  that  of  the  renowned 
Almanzor  Ben  Abi  Amer.  This  distinguished  youth  was 
also  known  as  Aben  Alahmar,  and  by  his  excellence  he  had 
rendered  himself  remarkable  among  the  most  noble  of 
Andalusia.  Anxious  to  signalise  his  zeal  in  the  service  of 
his  uncle,  Muhamad  Abu  Abdallah  fell  with  his  cavalry  on 
the  city  of  Jaen,  which  he  took  by  force  of  arms,  making  his 
entry  into  the  place  on  Giuma  in  the  moon  of  .  .  .* 
and  in  the  year  629.  But  at  the  taking  of  Medina  Jaen, 
Yahye  Ben  Anasir  himself  was  dangerously  wounded,  inso- 
much that  he  died  of  his  injuries  a  short  time  after,  leaving 
to  his  nephewthe  care  of  avenging  him,  with  the  inheritance 
of  his  lands  and  the  succession  to  his  claims. 

Muhamad  Abu  Abdallah  Ben  Juzef  concealed  the  death 
of  his  uncle,  Yahye  Ben  Anasir,  until  he  had  occupied  the 
cities  of  Guadix  and  Baeza  in  his  name,  when,  perceiving 

*  The  name  of  this  month  remains  a  blank  in  the  original. — Tr. 
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himself  to  be  much  applauded  and  esteemed  by  the  inhabi- 
tants of  those  districts,  he  made  public  the  decease  of  his 
kinsman,  Yahye  Ben  Anasir,  and  was  at  once  proclaimed 
King  in  Arjona,  Jaeu,  Guadis,  Baeza,  and  the  fortresses  of 
then"  Comarcas.  Muhamad  then  declared  himself  to  be  the 
enemy  of  Aben  Hud,  and  of  all  who  held  for  his  party. 


CHAP.  III. — Appeaeaxce  of  king  ferdeland  of  the  christians 

EEFOEE  XFEES.     BATTLE  OF  THE  GXTAUALETE.    CAMPAIGNS   IN  ARAGON 
AND  ANDALUSIA.       UI3EDA  AND  CORDOVA  ARE  TAKEN. 

Now  Ferdeland,  King  of  the  Christians,  was  an  embittered 
enemy  of  tlie  Moslemah  :  the  desire  of  rendering  himself 
master  of  all  their  possessions  in  Andalusia  inflamed  his 
lieart,  and  he  devastated  the  fields  of  that  land  by  perpetual 
onslaughts,  burning  towns,  demolishing  the  farms  of  the 
open  country,  and  laying  waste  the  entire  district,  wherever 
he  appeared.  The  discords  and  civil  war  now  raging  be- 
tween Aben  Hud  and  the  partizans  of  Giomaii  Ben  Zeyau 
greatly  favoured  the  purposes  of  King  Ferdiland,  wliile 
the  new  and  powerful  intervention  of  Mohamad  Aben 
Alahmar  was  even  yet  more  advantageous  to  the  Christian 
monarch.  The  towns  and  cities  were  divided  among  all 
these  parties  ;  and  the  AValies  or  Alcaydes  by  whom  they 
were  governed,  being  principally  anxious  for  their  own 
security  in  the  positions  to  which  they  had  attained,  knew 
not  to  what  leader  they  might  best  attach  themselves  for 
the  more  effectual  furtherance  of  that  purpose ;  nay,  many 
among  these  governors,  listening  rather  to  their  ambition 
and  covetousness,  than  to  the  voice  of  honour  and  duty, 
declared  themselves  lords  and  independent  rulers  of  the 
cities,  fortresses,  and  territories  they  held,  refusing  to  give 
their  aid  to  any  one  of  the  contending  parties  then  dividing 
the  land.  The  inhabitants  of  such  districts  were  meanwhile 
induced  to  inaction  by  tlie  deceptive  appearance  of  peace 
and  tranquillity  presented  to  them  by  that  determination  of 
their  rulers  to  take  no  part  in  the  struggle  proceeding 
around  them,  insomuch  that  they  believed  themselves  secure 
and  fortunate,  while  they  were  in  fact  merely  isolated  from 
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tlieir  brethron,  iinpn^pnrpcl  for  defencp,  witlinut  the  meana 
of  maintniiuii!:;  thonisplvcs  a!];aiiist  the  onslancjliis  of  the 
first  aLTs^rcssor  wlio  ini^ht  bo  plrased  to  make  their  siibju- 
jratioii  ills  aim,  and  wholly  \in[)repared  to  resist  or  op[)()so 
the  powerful  armies  led  by  the  respective  candidates  then 
dispntin?  the  possession  of  the  ruined  empire.  These 
divisions  and  iliscords  had  indeed  attained  to  such  a  point, 
that  the  enemy  of  Allali  founded  his  best  hopes  on  the 
suicidal  proeeedinc;s  of  those  claimants  to  monarchy  by 
whom  the  Moslemah  were  arrayed  against  each  other,  all  of 
whom  were  lending  their  aid  to  the  ruin  of  the  unhappy 
state  of  Andalusia,  and  doing  their  best  to  secure  tlieir  own 
extinction  :  nay,  it  was  but  too  manifest  that  the  IMoslemah 
were  labouring  for  no  other  purpose  than  that  of  bringing 
their  dominion  in  Spain  to  a  close,  and  so  elfectually  effacing 
even  the  memory  of  their  greatness,  that  none  but  the 
most  deplorable  and  saddening  traces  should  finally  remain 
of  what  they  had  once  been. 

While  matters  were  in  this  condition,  King  Ferdiland 
appeared  with  his  light  cavalry  in  the  territory  of  Cordova, 
where  he  took  many  of  the  most  strongly  fortified  towns, 
whose  inhabitants  he  slaughtered  or  carried  away  captive. 
The  entrance  of  his  troops  into  Medina  Balma  was  marked 
by  unusual  circumstances  of  cruelty,  since  they  did  not 
even  spare  the  old  men  past  bearing  arms,  nor  refrain  from 
shedding  the  innocent  blood  of  the  women  and  children: 
at  a  word,  they  put  the  inhabitants  to  death  without  dis- 
tinction of  sex  or  age,  and  these  atrocities  effectually 
intimidated  those  who  might  have  attempted  the  defence  of 
the  neighbouring  towns,  insomuch  that  the  Christians  con- 
tinued tbeir  progress  without  finding  any  who  dared  to 
oppose  their  advance,  until  they  arrived  even  to  the 
Comarcas  of  Seville  and  Xeres. 

The  noble  King  Abu  Abdallah  Muhamad  Eon  Juzef 
Aben  Hud  was  deeply  moved  by  the  new  misfortunes  thus 
inflicted  on  his  already  suffering  people  :  he  disregarded 
the  advantages  which  his  youthful  competitor,  IVruhamad 
Aben  Alahmar,  was  fast  obtaining  in  the  territory  of 
Granada,  and  thought  only  of  preparing  forces  to  marcb 
against  the  Christians  :  to  this  purpose  he  applied  himself 
with  so  much  diligence,  that  he  speedily  assembled  a  power- 
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fill  army  of  foot  and  horse,  all  well-appointed,  and  in  sucli 
vast  numbers  that  their  multitude  covered  the  plains  aud 
mountains.  Aben  Hud  then  departed  to  seek  the  enemi'js 
of  Allah,  who  were  encamped  on  the  shores  of  the  renowned 
Guadalete,  which  is  a  river  passing  near  to  Medina  Xeres, 
where  the  Christians  had  stored  their  rich  prey  of  captives 
and  flocks. 

The  Moslemah  commenced  their  march  in  the  firm  confi- 
dence that  those  bold  invaders  could  not  escape  the  punish- 
ment they  reserved  for  them,  having  left  themselves  no 
means  of  retreat :  and  of  a  truth  the  two  armies  soon  found 
themselves  each  in  the  presence  of  the  other.  Aben  Hud 
established  his  tents  among  the  olive-grounds  of  the 
Comarca,  and  instantly  sent  forth  a  body  of  one  thousand 
Moslemah  cavaliers  to  engage  in  a  skirmish  with  the  enemy  ; 
but  the  latter  would  not  venture  to  leave  his  defences  on 
that  occasion.  The  Christians  prepared  themselves,  never- 
theless, for  the  battle  which  they  perceived  to  be  inevitable  ; 
yet,  despairing  of  success,  and  not  expecting  to  escape  from 
that  place  with  their  lives,  they  determined  first  to  take  a 
cruel  and  inhuman  vengeance  on  the  prisoners  ii.  their  hands : 
the  unhappy  Moslemah  captives  were  therefore  brought  in 
chains  before  the  camp  of  their  victors,  Avho  put  them  all 
to  the  edge  of  the  sword  without  sparing  a  man. 

The  general  of  the  Christians,  then  desiring  to  animate  his 
people  to  a  contest  from  which  there  was  but  little  hope 
that  they  could  escape  with  life,  addressed  them  in  the 
following  terms  : — "  The  enemy  stands  before  you,  aud 
you  have  the  sea  at  your  backs  ;  for  you  there  is  therefore  no 
refuge,  save  in  Heaven  above  ;  wherefore  do  as  you  will  see 
me  do,  and  let  us  die  well  avenged." 

The  cavaliers  of  the  King  Aben  Hud,  hearing  the  cries 
of  the  captives  whom  the  cruel  Christians  were  cutting  to 
pieces  after  the  manner  we  have  described,  poured  forth 
upon  those  Infidels  with  a  rage  and  impetuosity  that  could 
not  be  controlled ;  all  the  camp  got  instantly  into  motion, 
amidst  the  clangour  of  trumpets,  the  pealing  sound  of  the 
Atambores,  and  the  wild  cries  of  battle  :  that  fearful 
clamour  seemed  menacing  to  bring  heaven  and  earth  to- 
gether, and  filled  the  souls  of  those  who  listened,  as  it  did 
the   writer  of  these  words,  with   indescribable   terror  and 
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dismay.  Tlie  Christ iaiis  also  riislu>(l  t(i  llio  combat  in 
savajj;i>  lionU's  ;  and  a  sai!!j;uinary  conllicL  l!ii>ii  coinmenccHl, 
in  whicli  both  sides  fouglit  with  tho  rapje  and  fury  of  wild 
boasts,  'riu'  !MosliMiiah  cavaliers,  eonfuling  in  their  bravery 
and  vast  numbers,  had  I'orined  a  circle  around  their  enemies, 
whom  lluy  attacked  with  their  lances,  and  of  whom  tluy 
hoped  thus  to  make  an  end:  but  tho  resolute  l)an(ls  of  the 
Inlidel  fouiul  means  to  loi-ce  a  way  throuL,di  their  ranks, 
and  cuttinu^  a  ])ath  through  tho  infantry  iu  like  niauuer, 
they  bore  down  and  hewed  iu  pieces  whatever  presented 
itself  before  them.  The  jMoslemah  cavalry  then  renewed  the 
attack  ;  but  that  circumstance  served  oiily  to  increase  the  con- 
fusion and  dismay  of  the  foot-soldiers,  who  were  driven  back 
upon  the  olive-grounds,  amidst  whicli  they  entered,  with  the 
Christian  pursuers  among  their  ranks.  In  that  manner, 
although  with  heavy  loss,  did  the  Infidel  contrive  to  escape 
from  the  field,  where  the  Moslemah  likewise  endured  serious 
injuries,  more  especially  among  the  volunteers  of  their 
force,  large  numbers  of  whom  died  there  that  day,  as  did 
the  noble  cavaliers  who  formed  the  guard  of  the  King 
Aben  Hud. 

Having,  then,  despatched  certain  companies  in  pursuit  of 
the  retreating  foe,  the  Moslemah  retired  to  take  repose  and 
obtain  the  remedies  required  by  their  many  wounds  at 
Xeres  and  Sidoiiia.  That  battle  of  the  Guadalete  was 
fought  at  the  close  of  the  year  G30.* 

Abu  Giomail  Ben  Zeyan  was,  meanwhile,  avenging  on 
the  Christians  that  ^Moslemah  blood  which  they  had  shed  so 
cruelly,  and  made  numerous  incursions  on  the  territoi'ies 
of  Aragon :  he  cut  up  the  growing  crops,  burnt  the  towns, 
destroyed  the  A'illages,  and  devastated  the  country  on  all 
sides,  even  to  the  confines  of  Hisnamposta  and  Tortosa, 
whence  he  returned  with  vast  riches  and  a  large  number  of 
captives. 

Nor  were  the  Christians  inactive  on  their  part ;  they  took 
possession  of  Benisola,  Castellon,  Bunol,  and  Alcalaten, 
passing  thence  along  the  bank  of  the  Xucar,  and  falling  on 
Hasnalmanzora,  which  they  entered  by  surprise  at  night. 
At  the  close   of  the  year,  they  likewise  made   themselves 

*  A.D.  1234:.— Conde. 
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masters  of  Motelia,  and  laid  siege  to  Burriana,  whicli  last 
place  sLirreudered  without  delay,  after  having  received 
assurance  of  safety,  not  for  themselves  only,  but  for  the 
inhabitants  of  the  whole  Comarca.  Muhamad  Aben 
Alalnnar  had  meanwhile  obtained  possession  of  the  cities  of 
Loxa  and  Alliama,  with  all  the  Sierra.  These  events  took 
place  in  the  year  631. 

Now  the  Christians  were  not  a  little  inflated  by  the  suc- 
cesses of  Motelia,  Burriana,  and  the  other  cities  above- 
mentioned  ;  wherefore,  desirous  of  a  further  extension  to 
these  conquests,  they  proceeded  towards  Ubeda,  above 
which  city  their  banners  soon  appeared,  and  they  laid  siege 
to  the  place,  which  they  attacked  eagerly  with  difl'erent 
machines  and  engines  of  war.  But  the  defence  of  Ubeda, 
which  was  thickly  peopled,  could  not  be  long  maintained, 
although  the  city  was  surrounded  by  a  good  wall :  the  Wali 
tlierefore  commenced  a  negociation  with  the  King  Ferdiland, 
from  v\  hom  he  demanded  certain  conditions  and  guarantees, 
which  were  not  refused,  and  were  subsequently  fulfilled  with 
much  exactitude  by  the  Christian  King.  iSecurity  for  the 
persons  and  property  of  the  inhabitants  being  assured  by 
these  negociations,  Medina  Ubeda  was  surrendered.       The 

loss  of  that  city  took  place   during  the  moon  of 

in  the  year  G32.* 

In  that  same  year  the  followers  of  the  Cross  extended 
their  incursions  over  the  Algarve,  and  took  possession  of 
Allianje  and  other  fortresses,  the  IMoslemah  being  prevented 
by  their  fatal  discords  and  civil  wars  from  throwing  any 
obstacle  in  the  path  of  their  success.  A  similar  fate  befel 
Medelin  and  Mudela,  towns  which  belonged  to  the  Beni 
Meddeli  Beni  Mardanis :  nay,  the  like  misfortune  was  now 
decreed  against  that  head  of  the  state  of  Andalusia,  the 
ancient  and  populous  city  of  Cordova. 

The  King  Abu  Abdallah  Mohamad  Aben  Hud  was  mean- 
while diligently  assembling  his  forces  in  Ecija,  with  intent 
to  proceed  to  the  relief  of  Medina  Ubeda,  and  proposed 
thence  to  pass  into  Granada.  Then  it  was  that  the  Chris- 
tian generals  to  whom  the  garrison  of  Ubeda  liad  been 
committed  by  their  king,  I'eceived  intelligence  which  gave 

*  A.D.  12:].-. 
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them  to  know  tliat  the  city  of  Cordova  was  btit  noglii^ently 
puanlcil :  then' ihcrcroiv  dt'lcrniinod  on  a  bold  enterprise, 
CDiiliiliiiLj  in  tl>e  old  and  oi'ten-proved  declaration  that 
fortune  favours  him  who  greatly  dares :  wherefore,  having 
joined  in  nnich  secrecy  the  frontier  forces  which  were  at 
Anduxar  to  a  ])ortion  of  the  troops  defending  Ubeda,  they 
scaled  the  walKs  of  Cordova  during  the  dark  houi's  of  a  very 
gloomy  night,  and  made  themselves  masters  of  a  tower,  after 
having  slain  the  careless  guardians  who  should  have  been 
•watching  the  same :  the  tower  thus  surprised  was  one  of 
those  on  the  south  of  the  city. 

At  the  hour  of  dawn  the  people  of  Cordova  were  made 
aware  of  what  had  happened,  when  some  of  the  more  de- 
termined among  the  inhabitants  proceeded  to  attack  the 
tower  thus  occupied  by  the  Christians,  in  the  hope  of  re- 
gaining it  from  tliose  Infidel  hands ;  but  the  position  was 
so  strong  a  one,  and  was  beside  so  well  defended,  that  all 
their  efforts  wei'e  vain,  and  the  foe  remained  in  possession 
of  his  conquest. 

Intelligence  of  tliat  misfortune  was  tlien  despatched  to 
the  King  Aben  Hud,  and  the  peril  in  which  the  city  stood 
of  being  totally  lost  was  not  concealed,  the  messengers  of 
Cordova  representing  to  the  king  that  large  numbers  of  the 
Christian  people  were  already  hurrying  to  the  aid  of  tlieir 
brethren  ;  while  those  envoys  furthermore  declared  that  King 
Ferdeland  himself  was  also  approaching  witli  a  large  army 
to  make  the  reduction  of  Cordova  the  more  secure. 

Aben  Hud  lost  not  a  moment  in  repairing  to  the  succour 
of  the  city  ;  but  when  arrived  within  half  the  distance,  he 
received  notice  to  the  effect  that  the  Christians  had  ■  already 
obtained  possession  of  all  the  southern  suburb,  while  King 
Perdeland,  having  advanced  from  Estremadura,  had  arrived 
with  a  large  force  before  Alcolea,  which  city  he  was  closely 
besieging.  Aben  Hud  then  called  a  council  of  his  Alcaydes, 
but  they  could  not  determine  on  the  steps  that  should  next 
be  taken  :  some  proposed  to  attack  the  Christians  at  once, 
and  thus  give  courage  to  the  Cordovese ;  but  others,  who 
were  more  timid,  declared  that  it  would  not  be  prudent  to 
encounter  the  enemy  without  having  first  ascertained  his 
numbers  and  the  disposition  he  had  made  of  his  forces. 

Perplexed  by  these  varying  counsels,  Aben  Hud  was  more 
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than  ever  imdecided  as  to  what  should  be  resolved  on,  and 
at  length  despatched  a  certain  Christian,  called  Don  Suar, 
who  was  then  in  his  camp,  to  obtnin  intelligence  respecting 
the  Infidel  force  in  Cordova.  This  enemy  of  Allah  pro- 
ceeded to  the  city  accordingly ;  hut  he  returned  with  deceit 
and  falsehood  on  his  lips,  exaggerating  the  strength  of  the 
Christian  foe,  whom  he  declared  to  be  in  masses  innumera- 
ble ;  at  the  same  time  there  came  a  message  sent  from 
Denia  by  the  Wali  Abu  Ciomnil  Ben  Zeyan,  with  letters 
to  the  clfect  that  Abu  Giomail  had  compelled  the  Christians 
to  raise  the  siege  of  Callera,  but  that  they,  on  the  other 
hand,  had  taken  from  him  the  Fortress  of  Monteeat,  in  the 
plains  of  Valencia.  He  added  that  the  whole  territory  was 
now  in  danger  of  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemv  of 
Islam,  and  implored  the  king  to  go  at  once  to  his  assistance, 
that  he  might  be  enabled  to  defend  himself  from  the  tyrant 
Gaymis.  The  Wali  concluded  by  declaring  that  if  Aben 
Hud  ?vould  then  afford  him  protection,  he  for  his  part 
would  acknowledge  himself  the  vassal  of  that  monarch  ; 
since  he  thought  it  better  to  have  the  Moslemali  sovereign 
for  his  lord,  than  to  pay  tribute,  with  vile  and  degrading 
conditions,  to  the  sovereign  of  the  Infidels. 

This  letter,  which  the  King  read  to  the  generals  of  his 
army,  determined  him  to  the  adoption  of  a  measure,  to 
which  he  was,  besides,'^ partly  induced  by  the  discouragement 
which  he  perceived  in  his  troops,  Avho  had  not  forgotten 
the  impetuosity  of  the  Christian  charge  before  Xeres,  and 
were  but  faintly  inclined  to  the  perilous  toils  of  a  difficult 
siege.  Aben  Hud  was,  moreover,  attracted  by  the  hope  of 
gaining  the  friendship  of  Abu  Giomail  Ben  Zeyan,  whose 
states  he  believed  on  the  point  of  becoming  his  own.  All 
these  considerations  induced  him  to  take  the  fatal  resolu- 
tion of  abandoning  Cordova ;  and  thus  it  was  that  he  was 
led  to  follow  the  irresistible  impulse  of  that  fatality,  whose 
influence  and  results  had  been  engraved  on  tablets  of  ada- 
mant by  the  hand  of  Eternal  Providence.  He  departed 
accordingly,  persuading  himself  that  Cordova  would  not 
permit  the  enemy  to  become  master  of  its  destinies  so 
easily  as  might  appear  ;  or  that  even  if  the  city  were  lost 
for  the  moment,  that  evil  would  not  be  irremediable,  since 
the  Christians  AN'ould  not  find  it  possible  to  maintain  them- 
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selves  in  a  city  so  inticli  within  llu>  frontier  of  Andalusia; 
and,  111  the  worst,  he  cdiild  hiiiiscll"  advaiiee  on  it  at  a  more 
favourable  nioiuent  wilii  a  powerlul  arniy,  wherewith  he 
eould  not  fail  to  recover  the  place  from  the  Iididel  enemy. 

The  most  stuhhorn  and  sani,oiinary  eoufliets  were  mean- 
while daily  (aiun;jf  plaee  within  and  about  J\L(>dina  C'onhjva. 
The  inhabitants,  numerous  and  bravo,  fought  with  infinite 
resolution  for  their  country,  tlieir  liberty,  and  their  wivea. 
Obstinate  contests  were  of  fre(|uent  occurrence  in  all  their 
streets  and  squares;  nor  did  1  hey  lail  to  maintain  themselves 
with  ailniirable  constancy,  while  there  remained  to  them 
a  shallow  of  hojie  that  succours  were  at  hand;  but  when 
thev  knew  that  the  Kinc;  Abeii  liud  had  abandoned  them, 
they  lost  heart,  and  from  that  time  the  defence  was  no 
longer  continued  with  the  zeal  and  ardour  by  which  it  had 
been  previously  distinguished.  At  length,  the  hope  which 
had  animated  the  Cordovans  having  been  withdraw-n, 
they  began  to  think  of  negociations  for  surrendering  their 
city,  and  proposed  the  conditions  on  which  they  should  do 
so.  But  the  Christians  had  now  become  certain  of  their 
triumph  ;  they  would  concede  nothing  to  the  defenders  but 
the  security  of  their  lives,  with  permission  to  depart  whither- 
soever they  might  choose :  and  with  these  conditions  the 
Cordovans  were  compelled  to  be  content. 

Thus  was  lost  the  principal  city  of  Andalusia,  whicli  was 
given  up  to  the  enemy  of  Allah  on  a  Sunday,  the  23rd  of 
the  moon  Xawal,  in  the  year  033 ;  or  according  to  the 
computation  of  the  Infidels,  in  the  end  of  June,  in  the  year 
1230.  The  victors  instantly  ])laced  their  crosses  over  the 
Minai'cts  of  the  mosques,  and  profaned  the  great  aljama 
of  Abderahman,  of  which  they  made  a  church.*  The 
grieving  Moslemah  then  went  forth  from  Cordova — which 
may  Allah  restore  to  us  ! — and  took  shelter  in  tlie  various 
cities  of  Andalusia  ;  while  the  Christians  divided  the  houses 
and  inheritance  of  the  Cordovese  among  themselves. 

*  The  bells  whicli  the  Hagib,  JMuhamacl  Almanzor,  had  caused  his 
Christian  captives  to  bear  from  Compostella  to  Cordova,  are  said  to 
have  been  found  by  Ferdinand  in  tlie  court  of  the  great  mosque  ;  when 
it  is  added  that  the  victorious  monarch  commanded  their  instant 
restitution  to  Compostella,  whither  they  were  carried  by  the  Mahome- 
tan prisoners  whom  he  had  taken  in  that  war. — De  Maries. 
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Other  fortresses  and  towns,  made  acquainted  with  the 
surrender  of  the  capital,  tlien  placed  themselves  under  the 
faith  and  protection  of  King  li'erdiland,  because  they  de- 
spaired of  their  ability  to  resist  his  power.  Among  tliese 
were  Baeza,  Astaba,  Ecija,  Almodavar,  and  others,  whose 
inhabitants  the  Christian  King  received  as  his  tributaries. 


CHAP.  IV. — Of  the  disordees  that  continued  to  prevail  among- 

THE  MOSXEMAH.  KING  JAMES  TAKES  VALENCIA.  THE  PRINCE  ALFONSO 
BEN  FERDELAND  ARRIVES  IN  MUECIA,  WHERE  HE  MAKES  A  TREATY 
WITH  THE  MOSLEMAH.       GOVERNMENT  OP  THE  KING  OF  GRANADA. 

Now  Abu  Giomail  Ben  Zeyan  had  assembled  a  very  nume- 
rous army,  and  encouraged  by  the  hope  of  instant  aid 
to  be  received  from  the  King  Aben  Hud,  he  proceeeded  to 
Hisn*  Santamaria,  and  laid  close  siege  to  that  stronghold. 
The  Christians  by  whom  Santamaria  was  garrisoned  were 
brave  and  numerous  :  although  driven  to  great  straits  by 
Abu  Giomail,  they  defended  their  position  well,  giving 
repeated  surprises  to  the  camp  of  the  besiegers,  when  many 
obstinate  contests  ensued,  in  which  both  sides  fought  with 
indescribable  valour.  At  length,  and  when  the  defenders 
had  lost  all  hope  of  human  aid,  they  rushed  forth  on  a 
certain  day  to  tlie  conflict,  as  might  a  troop  of  raving 
wolves  ;  and  the  battle  then  delivered  was  so  tierce  a  one 
that  the  blood  of  the  besiegers  flowed  in  torrents,  and  Abu 
Giomail  Ben  Zayen  was  compelled  to  raise  the  siege.  He 
then  returned  to  Valencia,  leaving  the  Fortress  of  Santa- 
maria still  in  the  power  of  the  Christians.  The  battle  which 
decided  the  fate  of  Santamaria  was  fought  towards  the 
close  of  the  moon  Dylhagia,  in  the  year  634. 

The  King  Abu  Abdallah  Muhamad  Aben  Hud  M'as 
meanwhile  proceeding  towards  Almeria,  a  port  at  which  he 
proposed  to  take  ship  for  Valencia,  intending  thence  to 
repair  to  the  assistance  of  Abu  Giomail  Ben  Zeyan.  He 
arrived  safely  at  Almeria,  where  he  was  entertained  by  his 
Alcayde  Abderahman  in  the  Alcazabaf  of  the  Alcazar,  whore 

*  Hisn  :  a  fortress. — Tr. 

t  Alcazaba  of  the  Alcazar  :  Citadel  of  the  Palace.--^/-. 
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a  r^i'oat  festival  iiiid  splcmliil  l)mi(|iu'l;  wore  i)roparcd  for 
him,  as  ucll  us  I'or  llit'  principal  ^oucrala  of  bib  auilo.  But 
ou  that  saino  iiiglit,  which  was  tlio  oue  between  Thursday 
the  27th  ami  Friilay  the  2Sth  of  the  moon  (iiuinada 
Primcra,  in  tho  year  035,  the  iinforLuiiato  sovorcigu  was 
sulfocated  in  liis  bed  witii  a  tivaclicrous  cruelty.  So 
perished  that  prudent,  grave,  and  illustrious  King,  Abu 
Abdallali  ]\loliauiad  Aben  Hud,  wlio  was  wortliy  of  a  better 
fate.  His  reign  was  a  eoutiuued  series  of  struggles  and 
disquietudes, — a  period  of  great  clamour,  vanity,  and  ])omp  ; 
but  the  heritage  whicli  descended  from  it  to  his  people  was 
nothing  better  than  present  dangers  and  ultimate  ruin, 
with  calamity,  grief,  and  perdition  for  the  wliole  em]3ire  of 
the  Moslemah.  The  virtues  and  lieroic  valour  of  Abu 
Abdallah  Mohamad  Ben  Juzef  Aben  Hud  were  celebrated 
by  Mohamad  Asabuui,  of  Seville,  in  very  elegant  verses. 
His  troops  did  not  suspect  the  treachery  which  had  been 
practised  against  him ;  and  in  the  morning  after  that  assas- 
sination had  been  committed,  intelligence  to  the  effect  that 
their  king  bad  died  of  apoplexy  was  published  in  the  camp  : 
other  accounts  went  forth,  declaring  that  he  had  departed 
in  a  fit  of  inebriation ;  but  the  truth  was,  that  he  had 
arrived  at  the  fatal  term  of  his  days  in  the  manner  related 
above,  and  that  so  was  accomplished  the  irrevocable  decrees 
of  God,  the  Almighty  and  Inscrutable.  On  the  death  of 
their  sovereign  and  master,  those  troops  returned  to  their 
homes ;  neither  was  it  possible  for  the  generals  to  detain 
them,  or  induce  any  of  them  to  continue  the  enterprise  which 
they  had  commenced  for  the  relief  of  Valencia. 

AV^hen  the  account  of  Aben  Hud's  death  was  received  in 
Medina  Murcia,  the  people  of  that  city  proclaimed  his 
brother,  Aly  Ben  Juzef,  called  Adid  Dolah,  to  be  their 
King,  that  ceremony  taking  place  on  the  fourth  day  of  the 
moon  Muharram,  in  the  year  636 ;  but  Abu  Giomail  Ben 
Mudafe  Ben  Juzef  Ben  Said  El  Gazemi  instantly  rose 
in  rebellion,  and  by  perfidy  and  deceit  he  soon  found  means 
to  prevail  against  Aly  Ben  Juzef.  Having  obtained  the 
favour  of  the  populace,  Abu  Giomail  Ben  Mudafe  attacked 
Adid  Dolah  ou  a  Giuma,  which  was  the  loth  day  of  the 
moon  liamazan ;  and  having  taken  him  prisoner,  that 
prince  was  beheaded  on  the  26th  of  the  same  moon.     Aly 
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Ben  Juzef,  called  Adid  Dolab,  was  a  man  of  but  little 
religion  ;  and  it  was  tbis  circumstance  wbicb  caused  bis  ruiu. 

IS'ow  tbe  treacberous  Alcayde  of  Almeria,  Abderaliman 
Ben  Abdelmela,  resolving  to  complete  tbe  measure  of  bis 
disloyalty,  and  boping  to  ingratiate  bimself  witb  Mubamad 
Ben  Anasir,  called  Aben  Alabmar,  caused  tbe  people  of 
Almeria,  and  of  all  tbat  country,  to  declare  tbemselves  in 
favour  of  tbe  above-named  ruler,  wbo  bad  maintained  bim- 
self in  tbe  lordsbip  of  Arjoua  and  Jaen,  of  wbicb  be  bad 
made  bimyelf  master  on  tbe  doatb  of  bis  uncle,  Yabye  Ben 
Ann  sir,  as  before  related.  Tbe  new  sovereign,  Mobamad 
Aben  Alabmar,  was  tbereupon  proclaimed  in  Almeria  v>  itb 
great  festivities  and  acclamations  of  triumpb. 

The  Wall  of  Jaen,  Aben  Cbalid,  Avas  at  tbe  same  time 
earnestly  employed  in  winuing  over  tbe  bearts  of  tbe 
Granadiucs  to  tbe  same  ruler ;  and  Mubamad  Aben  Alab- 
mar, wbo  took  care  to  lose  no  opportunity  of  aggrandise- 
ment, passed  tbrougb  tbe  wbole  country,  in  all  parts  of 
wlaicb  be  was  received  witb  acclamations.  He  made  bis 
public  and  solemn  entrance  into  Granada  towards  tbe  close 
of  tbe  moon  of  Eamazan,  in  tbe  year  035.  Tbe  govern- 
ment of  tbe  cities  wbicb  bad  accepted  bis  rule  Mobamad 
Aben  Alabmar  committed  to  such  men  as  bad  distiu- 
guisbed  tbemselves  for  prudence  and  bravery,  or  wbo  were 
rendered  prominent  by  otber  bigb  quabties.  He  prudently 
took  care,  moreover,  to  select  for  eacb  place  sucli  a  Wali  as 
be  knew  to  be  agreeable  to  tbe  inbabitants  of  tbe  same. 

Tbe  Christians,  led  on  by  their  King  Gaycum,  whom 
others  call  Gaymis,  were  meanwhile  employed  in  devastat- 
ing the  Comarcas  of  Valencia :  marching  forth  from  the 
fortress  of  Santamaria,  they  bound  themselves  by  oath 
to  obtain  possession  of  the  city  of  Valencia  (which  is  a 
garden  of  delights  not  to  be  surpassed  in  Spain),  or  to  die 
in  the  attempt.  A  great  host  of  not  less  than  eighty 
thousand  luiidels  had  been  assembled  for  that  enterprise ; 
and  these  troojDS  passed  the  Guadalabiad  without  a  check. 
It  is  true,  tliat  the  cavalry  of  Giomail  Ben  Zeyan  went 
forth  against  them,  and  he  did  his  best  to  prevent  the  Chris- 
tians from  fixing  their  camp,  maintaining  sharp  skirmishes 
with  them  for  many  days ;  but  it  was  not  possible  to  impede 
their  progress,  and  the  city  was  soon  besieged  both  by  land 
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ami  sea.  Nay,  tlio  innsscs  of  pcoplo  frdiii  Afrano  and 
li.ircclona  by  vlioin  A'aloiicia  was  liicn  t-iirroiiiulcd  wi'n; 
s«iic'li  and  so  many,  that  none  but  Allah,  by  \vIu)Hi  they  wero 
civated,  ooiikl  recount  tlicir  luinibor.  They  began  their 
siege  of  tlie  place  on  the  17tli  day  of  the  moon  Kamazan,  in 
the  y(>ar  (i;3o  ;  and  immediately  commenced  tl;e  attack  of 
its  walls  by  machines  of  varied  form,  and  engines  for  cast- 
ing missives  of  mimerous  kinds. 

The  King  Giomail  B(M1  Zeyaii,  on  his  part,  defended 
jNTedina  A'alencia  well  with  bis  own  troops ;  but  fearing 
that  these  would  be  insufficient,  he  despatclied  messengers 
to  other  leaders  of  tlie  Andalusiau  people,  re((uiring 
succour  at  their  hands,  lie  likewise  sent  a  similar  demand 
into  Africa,  more  especially  to  the  men  of  the  Cubila  of  the 
Beni  Zeyan,  who  were  his  kinsmen. 

And  the  latter  did  in  eifect  make  instant  preparation  for 
proceeding  to  his  assistance.  They  came  with  numerous 
ships,  and  remained  for  several  days  in  sight  of  the  coast ; 
but  a  tempest  which  prevailed  during  the  whole  of  that 
time  made  it  impossible  for  those  mucli-desirod  succours  to 
land,  and  they  were  finally  compelled  to  return,  abandoning 
their  enterprise,  as  the  only  means  then  remaining  to  them 
for  preserving  their  own  lives. 

From  Andalusia  no  troops  could  be  sent  to  the  aid  of 
Aben  Zeyan,  seeing  that  all  things  in  that  unhappy  region 
were  in  the  extremity  of  confusion  :  disquietude  and  terror 
prevailed  in  all  its  borders, — the  Walies,  more  especially 
those  of  Murcia,  thinking  only  of  how  each  might  best 
exalt  himself  to  independent  sovereignty,  and  all  being  at 
strife  for  the  disputed  empire. 

At  length  the  inhabitants  of  Valencia,  exhausted  by  the 
sufferings  endured  through  the  prolonged  siege,  and  weary 
of  repelling  the  assaults  and  escalades  perpetually  made 
upon  their  walls  by  the  besiegers,  resolved  no  longer  to 
continue  the  defence ;  they  compelled  the  Wali  Giomail 
Aben  Zeyan  to  propose  terms  of  surrender,  and  demanded 
that  the  negociations  for  that  pvirpose  should  be  opened 
without  delay.  To  that  intent  there  were  consequently 
despatched  two  generals,  in  whom  all  had  much  confidence, 
and  the  conditions  they  obtained  from  King  Gayeum  of 
the  Christians  were  as  follow :  Security  for  their  lives  and 
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property  was  ofiered  to  the  inhabitants  of  tlie  city,  with 
permission  to  remove  themselves  whithersoever  it  might 
please  them  to  go,  with  all  their  possessions  :  to  such  as 
chose  to  remain  in  Valencia,  the  free  exercise  of  their 
religion  was  accorded,  and  although  they  were  then  to  be 
considered  as  vassals  of  the  Christian  king,  and  were  re- 
duced to  the  condition  of  his  otlier  tributaries,  yet  they 
were  guaranteed  the  protection  of  their  own  laws  and 
customs.  It  was  stipulated,  furthermore,  that  a  certain 
delay  should  be  granted  to  all  the  dwellers  in  Valencia  for 
the  due  disposal  of  their  property,  as  well  as  for  the  safe 
transfer  of  their  persons.  These  conditions  accepted  and 
duly  signed  by  both  parties,  the  city  of  Valencia  was  re- 
signed to  tlie  liands  of  King  Gaycum  :  and  that  surrender 
took  place  on  the  twenty-seventh  day  of  the  moon  Safer,  iu 
the  year  G36.* 

Other  treaties  were  subsequently  agreed  on,  by  which  a 
truce  of  some  years  w^as  established  betweeii  the  contending 
parties,  and  the  beautiful  city  was  then  abandoned  to  its 
victors  by  the  sorrowing  people,  the  Moslemah  passing 
forth  from  its  gates  in  the  space  of  five  days,  and  taking 
their  way  for  the  most  part  across  the  Xucar,  few  consent- 
ing to  remain  among  the  Christians,  or  even  considering 
themselves  secure  while  in  their  immediate  vicinity. 
And  so  was  brought  to  a  conclusion  the  monarcliy  of 
Giomail  Aben  Zeyan,  with  the  empire  of  the  Moslemah  in 
Valencia. 

Muhamad  Aben  Alahmar,  King  of  Granada,  was  now 
the  sole  support  of  the  Moslemah  sovereignty  in  Spain.  He 
set  himself  at  once  to  seek  a  remedy  for  the  numerous 
calamities  afflicting  the  state,  and  did  everything  that  in  him 
lay  for  the  reparation  of  the  evils  by  which  all  were  so 
grievously  oppressed.  The  government  of  Medina  Granada 
was  coniiuitted  to  Viziers  of  tried  pruderce  and  ability — 
men  highly  esteemed  in  that  city  :  and  with  them  Muhanuad 
Aben  Alahmar  concerted  measures  for  the  good  government 
of  the  place.  He  then  called  out  the  warriors  of  his  people, 
and  assembling  around  him  his  most  distin";uished  generals, 
he  put  himself  at  the  head  of  a  brilliant  body  of  not  less 

*  The  clay  of  St.  Michael,  a.d.  \2?j^.—  Co.i(lt\ 
TOL.  III.  *  K 
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than  three  tliousand  horse,  (h^partinp;  thence,  with  the 
troojis  of  tlie  C'onian'a  and  fit'leen  hiiiKh-cd  clio.sen  f'oot- 
soUlicrs,  to  lay  t^iej^e  lo  tin;  stronghold  of  Aiarlos.  Here 
the  King  !Molianiad  fixed  his  camp,  and,  ])rcssing  the  siege 
with  infinite  impel nosity,  reducfd  tlie  place  to  sneh  straits 
that  the  garrison  had  already  opened  negociations  for  sur- 
render, when  the  Christians  of  the  frontier  brought  troops 
to  the  relief  of  the  fortress,  and  jMohamad  was  compelled 
to  raise  the  siege. 

(Jrievously  harassed  in  his  retreat  by  the  Infidel  forces, 
■who  made  desperate  efforts  to  surround  and  cut  him  off,  the 
king  suddenly  turned  on  the  most  animated  of  his  pursuers 
with  the  best  of  his"  cavalry  :  an  obstinate  conflict  then  com- 
menced, and  after  many  hours  of  hard  fighting,  the  bravery 
of  the  INfoslemah,  who  fought  with  indescribable  fury,  and 
the  ability  of  Aben  Alahmar,  availed  to  turn  the  fortune  of 
the  day :  the  Christians  were  broken  and  routed  on  all 
sides,  nor  were  there  many  of  their  number  who  came  forth 
from  that  carnage  with  life,  some  few, — who  had  talvcu  flight 
in  the  early  part  of  the  battle,  excepted. 

Now  at  this  time  the  land  of  Murcia  was  more  especially 
torn  and  divided  by  the  various  f:\ctions  of  such  leaders  as 
there  pretended  to  empire.  The  Alcaydes  of  its  cities  had 
taken  possession  of  the  different  fortresses,  and  disputed 
daily  among  themselves  as  to  the  limits  which  each  man 
claimed  as  that  of  his  Amelia  or  government,  and  which  all 
were  desirous  of  extending,  by  encroachment  on  the  terri- 
tory appi'opriated  by  his  neighbour.  All  these  contentions 
were  a  source  of  perpetual  suffering  to  the  inhabitants,  who 
derived  no  other  result  from  those  conflicts  than  desolation 
for  their  property  and  death  for  themselves,  insomuch  that 
every  man  lived  in  endless  tumult  and  terror, — a  state  of 
things  which  caused  disafl'ectiou  and  discontent  to  prevail 
throughout  the  country. 

AVhile  such  was  the  condition  of  their  affairs,  the  people 
of  Murcia  received  intelligence  to  the  effect  that  King 
Ferdeland  of  Castille  was  about  to  send  against  them  his 
son,  the  Prince  Alphonso,  with  a  powerful  army  ;  whereupon 
they  began  to  tremble  at  the  calamities  and  sufferings  that 
could  not  but  result  from  that  invasion.  The  leaders,  also, 
finding  no  disposition  in  their  hearts  for  such  union  among 
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themselves  as  might  have  enabled  them  to  act  for  the 
common  defence,  as  it  was  their  dut}'  to  do,  resolved  to  send 
their  messengers  to  Prince  AljDhonso,  each  lor  his  own 
part ;  and  these  men  they  charged  to  offer  him  the  most 
humble  supplications,  with  assurance  of  their  submission 
and  obedience. 

All  these  emissaries  were  very  favourably  received  by  the 
Prince  Alphonso,  and  they  made  an  agreement  with  him  as 
to  the  conditions  of  that  vassalage  to  which  the  leaders 
of  Murcia  had  proffered  their  submission  :  the  letters  which 
contained  the  terms  of  their  compact  were  subsequently 
signed  by  Muhamad  Ben  Aly  Aben  Hud,  who  was  "Wall  of 
Murcia,  by  the  governor  of  Lecant,  and  by  the  Alcaldes  of 
Elche,  Oriola,  Alhama,  Alido,  Aceca,  and  Chinchila.  The 
"Wall  of  Lorca,  even  Aziz;  Ben  Abdelmelic  Ben  Muhamad 
Ben  Chalib  Abu  Bekar,  alone  refused  to  take  part  in  the 
treaty  thus  effected :  that  general,  having  been  appointed 
Wall  of  Murcia  by  the  King  Muhamad  Ben  Juzef  Aben 
Hud,  had  laid  claim  to  the  sovereignty  of  the  whole  province 
after  the  death  of  his  lord,  and  had  placed  Alcaydes  of  his 
party  in  Mula,  Cartagena,  and  some  other  cities  of  minor 
importance. 

The  conditions  thus  proposed  by  the  Murcian  leaders  to 
the  Christian  prince  were  ratified  in  Alcaraz,  and  from  that 
place  Alfonso  Ben  l'"'erdeland  proceeded  peaceably  into 
Murcia,  being  accompanied  by  numerous  cavaliers  and 
Alcaydes  of  the  province,  who  all  treated  him  as  their  lord. 
He  visited  and  examined  the  whole  district,  without  per- 
mitting offence  of  any  kind  to  be  offered  to  the  inhabitants ; 
nay,  the  day  of  his  entrance  into  Medina  Murcia  was  held 
as  one  of  high  festivity,  and  the  moderation  of  which  the 
Christian  prince  gave  proof  was  so  consolatory  to  alf  parties, 
that  numerous  towns  which  had  at  first  refused  to  accept 
his  rule,  did  finally  resort  to  his  protection,  and  pronounced 
the  promise  of  obedience. 

In  Andalusia  the  Christians  of  the  frontier  were  mean- 
while making  incursions  on  the  territory  of  Arjona;  they 
cut  up  the  growing  crops  around  Jaen,  Alcabdat,  and  other 
cities,  after  which  they  laid  siege  to  Medina  Arjona,  which 
was   but   ill   provided   with   the   means   of  defence.     The 
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iiiliabitnnts  of  llic  city,  therefore,  despairing  of  succours 
from  without,  coiiuneneed  a  uegoeialiou  witli  the  eiieiny, 
and  havini;  received  assunuiee  of  safety  for  their  lives, 
they  surrendered  the  phiee  to  the  Christian  troops,  Mho 
instantly  occupied  tlie  Alcazar,  while  the  peo|)lc  of  Arjona 
left  their  homes  with  one  accord,  retiring  subsequently  to 
different  places  ofrefui^eas  they  best  niiglit. 

From  that  time  the  Christians  continued  to  extend  their 
dominion  in  Andalusia,  occupying  one  town  or  forti-css 
after  auotlier,  \\hile  none  could  oiler  etfeetual  opposition. 
Among  the  many  places  thus  taken  by  the  Iniidel,  were 
Pegalhajar,  ]Mcntexas,  and  Carchena  ;  they  even  entered  on 
the  Vega*  of  Granada,  while  no  power  remained  in  the 
Mosleniah  to  ward  off  the  ruiu  inflicted  on  them  by  that 
devastating  tempest. 

At  length  the  brave  King  Aben  Alahmar,  who  had  not 
been  sleeping,  found  means  to  assemble  a  force,  with  which 
he  sallied  forth  against  the  bold  assailants  of  the  Law. 
AVith  three  thousand  horsemen,  and  a  well-appointed  bodv 
of  foot,  he  gave  battle  to  the  enemy,  whom  he  defeated  and 
drove  from  his  territories,  compelling  him  to  abandon  a 
large  part  of  the  treasures  and  booty  of  various  kinds, 
which  he  had  taken  from  his  towns,  while  large  numbers 
of  the  Christian  soldiery  remained  extended  on  the  Held 
as  an  agreeable  ofl'ering  to  the  wild  beasts  and  birds  of 
prey. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  moon  Xaban,  in  the  year  G39, 
the  Wall  of  Xativa,  even  Ahmed  Aben  Iza,  El  Chazregi, 
died  in  that  city.  He  had  been  appointed  to  the  government 
thereof  by  the  King  Abdallah  Muhamad  Ben  Juzuf  Aben 
Hud,  and  was  now  succeeded  by  his  son  Yahye  Abul 
Hussein.  The  principal  Arraiz  or  commander-in-chief 
of  the  forces  in  that  district,  was  Abu  Bekar  Muhamad. 

j^ow  the  Prince  Alfonso  Ben  Ferdeland,  having  received 
the  homage  of  nearly  every  city  in  Murcia,  began  to  prepare 
for  his  departure  from  that  province  ;  but  before  doing  so 
he  took  the  fortress  of  Mula  by  force  of  arms.  This  place, 
which  wiis  garrisoned  by  the  troops  of  Aziz  Ben  Abdelmelic, 

*  Aegn  :  pl->in  or  vallpy. 
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the  Wali  of  Lorca,  was  a  strong  and  populous  town,  having 
a  magnificent  Alcazar,  surrounded  by  lofty  walls  well 
supplied  with  towers  of  massive  thickness.  Ou  his  passage, 
the  Christian  prince  also  ravaged  the  territories  of  Car- 
tagena and  Lorca,  which  were  in  like  manner  retained 
by  Aziz  Ben  Abdelmelic,  wlio,  having  been  placed  in  his 
office  before  the  death  of  Abdallah  Muhaniad  Abeu  Hud, 
would  neither  yield  the  place  to  his  successor,  nor  take  part 
in  the  conventions  which  had  been  made  with  Alfonso  Beu 
Ferdeland. 

The  King  Muhamad  Aben  Alahmar  now  turned  all  his 
attention  to  the  security  of  his  frontiers  ;  he  repaired  the 
walls  and  towers  of  the  strongholds,  and  having  set  all 
things  in  order,  returned  to  Granada,  where  he  likewise 
occupied  himself  in  the  construction  of  many  useful  works. 
Very  beautiful  edifices  of  various  kinds  were  then  erected 
by  that  monarch  ;  among  them  several  infirmaries  for  the 
sick,  with  hospitals  for  the  poor  who  were  become  too  old 
for  work,  and  for  such  pilgrims  as  were  passing  through  his 
realms.  He  furthermore  established  colleges  for  youth, 
founded  schools  for  children,  built  public  bakeries,  slaughter- 
houses and  baths,  and  provided  granaries  and  magazines  of 
diff"erent  kinds  for  the  due  storage  of  provisions.  These  works 
compelled  Abeu  Alahmar  to  impose  temporar}^  contributions 
on  his  people ;  but  the  latter  did  not  complain  of  these 
imposts,  because  they  perceived  a  wise  frugality  to  pervade 
every  department  of  the  king's  household,  and  knew  that 
all  th.e  money  gathered  from  themselves  was  employed  in 
objects  of  utility,  and  undertakings  destined  to  promote  the 
public  welfare. 

Aben  Alahmar  also  constructed  beautiful  fountains,  and 
with  these  he  connected  aqueducts  for  tlie  irrigation  of  the 
neighbouring  gardens  ;  his  most  especial  attention  being  for 
some  time  constantly  directed  to  the  best  means  for  assuring 
and  maintaining  an  abundant  and  easily  distributed  pro- 
vision of  all  the  means  of  life  throughout  his  city.  To 
maintain  these  works  it  was  not  found  sufficient  to  assign 
the  income  ■which  was  received  from  the  tenth  of  the  Zunna 
and  Xara ;  whei'efore  it  became  necessary  that  the  king 
should  seek  an  addition  from  other  sources,  whicli  he  did 
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not  fail  to  do.  Aben  Alalunnr  lield  freqiuMit  (•omicilH,  to 
wliit-h  he  summomul  Die  most  iJi-iidont  and  ubli!  of  his 
XoijiK's  ;iiid  m)lil(>s ;  ho  ^avf  aiidiiiu-e  likewise  to  the  poor 
as  w^ll  as  liio  rich,  two  days  in  the  week  being  set  apart 
for  that  purpose.  It  was  his  custom  to  visit  the  schools, 
colleges,  and  hospitals  for  the  sick,  in  person  ;  and  being 
especially  anxious  to  assure  himself  that  the  duties  imposed 
on  the  ])hysicians  of  the  letter  were  elllctually  performed, 
be  would  not  unfrequently  put  questions  on  that  subject  to 
the  sick  and  needy  themselves. 

A  no  less  admirable  order  was  observed  iji  the  government 
of  this  wise  monarch's  household.  The  inhabitants  of  his 
hareem  were  not  numerous ;  they  were  for  the  most  part  the 
daughters  of  the  most  distinguished  nobles  of  his  state,  and 
although  the  many  avocations  of  Muhamad  Alahmar  did  not 
permit  him  to  pass  much  time  in  their  society,  he  was 
careful  to  see  that  they  were  in  all  things  appointed  and 
attended  as  befitted  their  high  station,  treating  them  ever 
■with  the  utmost  respect  and  attention.  He  w^as  also 
especially  desirous  of  maintaining  them  in  cheerful  content- 
ment and  good  intelligence  with  each  other, — a  purpose  for 
which  he  em])loyed  his  best  efforts. 

The  King  Muhamad  Aben  Alahmar  did  not  fail  to  cultivate 
carefully  the  friendship  of  such  Ameers  as  were  most 
])owerful  in  Africa  ;  he  pent  ambassadors  and  letters  to 
Tugomarsan  and  to  Abu  Zacaria  Yahye  Ben  Hafsi,  King 
of  Tunis,  as  he  did  also  to  the  Beni  Zeyans  and  Beni 
Merines,  who  were  then  at  war  with  the  Almohades.  By 
these  divisions  and  discords  the  African  leaders  promoted 
the  exaltation  of  the  House  of  Anasir,  but  at  the  same  time 
they  unhappily  favoured  the  projects  of  the  Christians  in 
almost  equal  proportion,  enabling  those  enemies  of  Allah  to 
obtain  signal  advantages  on  almost  all  the  Moslemah 
frontiers. 

In  the  Algarve  of  Spain,  the  Christians  made  incursions  at 
this  time,  with  forces  of  irresistible  magnitude  and  power  ; 
tbey  cut  up  the  growing  crops,  drove  off  the  flocks  and 
herds,  burnt  the  towns  and  villages,  destroyed  the  farms, 
and  bore  away  many  unhappy  Moslemah  into  captivity,  to 
say  nothing  of  the  numbers  whom  they  slaughtered.     They 
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occupied  the  fortress  of  Lerida,  as  they  did  also  that  of 
iViorina,  aud  taking  Medina  Alisboua  by  force  of  arms,  they 
devastated  and  laid  waste  all  the  neighbouring  Coniarcas. 
These  events  took  place  in  the  year  GiO. 


CHAP.  V. — Denia  is  taken  bt  gatctt?j:,  king  of  TnE  christians, 

AND  JAEN,  WITH  OTHEU  PLACES,   BY  KING-  FEEDELAND. 

Acir  Giomail  Eeu  Zeyau  Aben  Mardanis,  the  general 
who  had  lost  the  city  of  Valencia,  was  meanwhile  desirous 
of  trying  his  fortune  in  Murcia,  and  having  entered  that 
province  with  a  well-appointed  army,  he  made  himself 
master  of  several  fortresses  with  but  little  difficulty.  There 
then  went  forth  against  him  tlie  AVali  of  Lorca,  Aziz 
Een  Abdelmelic ;  and  the  cavalry  of  the  latter  having 
encountered  the  troops  of  Giomail  Ben  Zeyan  in  the 
Comarcas  of  Lecant,  a  battle  ensued,  in  which  the  Waii 
Aziz  was  not  only  defeated,  but  lost  his  life.  This  event 
occurred  on  a  Sunday,  which  was  the  26th  day  of  the  moon 
Eamazan  in  the  year  640,  when  Abu  Giomail  took  posses- 
sion of  Lorca.  He  also  made  himself  master  of  Cartagena, 
by  favour  of  the  "Wall  Muhamad,  who  died  towards  the 
close  of  that  year.* 

While  Abu  Giomail  Ben  Zeyan  was  thus  fortunately 
proceeding  through  Murcia,  the  King,  Gaycum  or  Gaymis  of 
the  Christians,  advanced  with  a  formidable  liost  to  Medina 
Denia,  which  he  closely  besieged.  From  the  time  of  Abu 
Abdallah  Muhamad  Ben  Juzef  Aben  Hud,  that  city  had 
boon  held  by  the  brave  and  experienced  general,  Yahye  Ben 
Muhamad  Iza  Abul  Hassein,  who  defended  it  well,  but 
King  Gaymis  invested  the  walls  by  sea  as  well  as  land ;  he 
assailed  them  :noreover  perpetually,  with  various  engines 
and  machines,  insomuch  that  after  a  long  and  obstinate 
siege  he  compelled  the  city  to  surrender,  and  the  enemies 
of  Allah  took  possession  thereof.     Tliat  deplorable  event 

*  Yahye  Ben  Iza  Aben  Alabar  affirms  that  this  Wali  lived  until  the 
year  645,  and  adds  that  Murcia  fell  into  tlie  hands  of  the  Christians  at 
his  death. —  Conde. 
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occuitihI  Oil   tlu'    lirst    day   ol"  Iho    moon    i)vlli;igi;i    in    tlii> 
yoar  (Jil.* 

Now  tlie  Kiiiij;  of"  Granada,  Midianiad  Abon  Alahiiiai-, 
look  rare  to  s«Mid  largo  stores  of  provisions  to  all  his  slrong- 
lu>lds  oil  tlir  tVoiilicr,  knowini;^  that  they  were  in  jxTpctiial 
daiigi'r  of  siogo ;  and  this  ho  had  done,  among  other  places, 
for  the  city  of  Jaeu,  to  which  he  commanded  that  an 
additional  store  of  munitions  of  war,  as  well  as  provisions  for 
the  mouth,  should  at  this  time  be  despatched.  The  trans- 
port in  question  loaded  no  less  than  lifteen  hundred  beasts 
of  burthen,  and  was  guarded  by  an  escort  of  live  hundred 
horse.  Then  the  Christians  of  the  frontier  receiving  notice 
of  this  convoy,  determined  to  make  the  stores  their  own  ; 
they  set  forth  in  great  numbers  lor  that  purpose,  having 
also  laid  more  than  one  ambush  in  places  near  which  they 
knew  the  train  of  loaded  animals  must  pass.  15ut  the 
troops  concealed  were  discovered  by  the  jMoslemah  scouts, 
who  gave  notice  of  their  presence  to  the  leaders  of  the 
convoy,  when  the  latter  commanded  an  immediate  return, 
not  being  disposed  to  risk  the  passage  of  their  charge 
through  the  places  thus  beset  by  the  Christians.  It  is  true 
tliat  there  were  certain  rash  heads  and  bold  tongues  by 
wlioin  that  prudent  resolve  was  much  censured,  and  who 
affirmed  that  their  duty  was  to  pass  forward,  these  men 
holding  it  for  great  shame  that  their  leaders  would  not 
hazard  a  battle  ibr  the  service  of  their  king.  But  Muhamad 
Aben  Alahmar  exjiressed  unqualified  approbation  of  their 
conduct ;  he  praised  the  wise  determination  which  had  been 
taken  by  the  Arrayazes  or  captains  of  the  escort,  to  vliom  he 
gave  solid  proofs  of  his  satisfaction,  although  ho  did  not 
refuse  their  due  credit  to  the  more  youthful  combatants 
who  would  so  fain  have  used  their  weapons  for  the  defence 
of  their  charge. 

No  long  time  after  this  occurrence,  the  Christians  laid 
siege  to  Medina  Jaen,  as  Aben  Alahmar  had  foreseen  that 
they  would  do  :  the  city  was  held  for  the  King  of  Granada 
by  Abu  Omar  Aly  Ben  Muza,  of  Cordova,  a  general  of 
cavalry  whose  reputation  for  bravery  and  ability  had  been 
long  established,  and  in  whom  his  master,  Aben  Alahmar,  had 

*  AD.  1213. 
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the  utmost  confidence.  That  officer  defended  the  place  witli 
all  the  vigour  and  effect  expected  from  his  known  valour, 
and  the  Christians  could  make  but  little  progress  :  their 
numbers  were,  however,  very  great,  and  they  committed 
fearful  devastations  on  the  surrounding  country.  The 
gardens,  vineyards,  and  olive-grounds  were  totally  ruined, 
nor  did  they  leave  any  growing  crop  on  the  earth  ;  all  things 
were  carried  off  or  destroyed  by  their  ruthless  bands. 
They  likewise  occupied  the  fortress  of  Alcala  de  Aben 
Zayde,  they  burnt  Illora,  and  levelled  it  with  the  ground  ;  all 
the  flocks  and  herds  of  the  Comarcas  they  drove  away,  while 
they  slew  or  captured  the  inhabitants — men,  women,  and 
children. 

The  King  Aben  Alahmar  went  forth  against  those 
ravagers  with  such  forces  as  he  could  gather,  and 
attacked  them  w'ith  extraordinary  valour  at  Hisn  Bolullos, 
which  is  not  more  than  twelve  miles  from  Medina  Granada  ; 
but  as  the  conflict  was  a  very  sanguinary  one,  and  the  greater 
portion  of  Aben  Alahmar's  troops  were  men  hastily  got 
together,  and  not  well  inured  to  arms  and  the  horrors  of  the 
combat,  their  courage  forsook  them  and  they  began  to  fly, 
thereby  throwing  all  around  them  into  disorder,  and  infecting 
even  the  more  accustomed  warrior  with  their  own  dismay. 
Por  this  cause  the  king  found  himself  compelled  to  yield  the 
ground  to  his  opponents,  and  suffered  a  considerable  loss  in 
his  retreat. 

Great  rains  now  ensued,  and  violent  storms  prevailed  for 
an  unusual  length  of  time,  but  not  for  that  did  the  Christians 
relax  in  the  obstinacy  of  the  siege ;  nay,  they  continued  it 
W'ith  such  vigour,  and  their  assaults  were  so  constantly 
maintained,  that  neither  the  people  of  Medina  Jaen  nor  the 
besiegers  themselves  could  take  an  hour  of  repose,  sur- 
prises and  the  open  combat  succeeding  each  other  da}'  and 
night. 

And  now  King  Aben  Alahmar,  knowing  the  immutable 
firmness  and  constancy  of  Ferdinand,  who  had  bound  him- 
self by  a  solemn  oath  that  no  tent  of  his  camp  sliould  change 
its  place  until  he  had  made  himself  master  of  that  city,  took 
an  extraordinary  resolution  ;  he  repaired  with  great  confi- 
dence to  the  leaguer  of  the  Christian  king,  and  making  known 
to  that  monarch  who  he  was,  declared  that  he  had  come  to 
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])laoe  liimsolf  bcnontli  liia  faith  .ind  pi'otpction,  reaigning  all 
tliat  liu  possossiul  into  his  powt-r,  anil  kissing  his  hand  in 
token  ol"  obcdiciu-e. 

Kinc;  Fordeland  wonld  not  pormifc  Mohamad  Alahmar  to 
s\irpass  him  in  f^cnorDsity  and  confidence:  he  embrat'ed  his 
visitor,  declared  him  to  be  his  friend,  and  wonld  take  nothing 
from  him  ofall  that  called  him  maBter,  contenting  himself  with 
receiving  the  Mosleniali  sovereign  as  his  vassal,  and  otherwise 
leaving  him  the  undisputed  sovereignty  of  all  his  territories 
anil  cities. 

It  was  then  agreed  that  IMuhamad  Aben  Alalimar  should 
yearly  pay  to  King  Ferdeland  a  certain  amount  in  Mitcales 
of  gold,  that  he  should  be  obliged  to  serve  him  with  a  stipu- 
lated number  of  cavaliers,  whenever  the  Christian  ruler 
should  call  on  him  to  do  so,  and  should  repair  to  the 
court  of  that  monarch  when  summoned,  as  was  the  wont  of 
all  bis  great  men  and  nobles.  Ferdeland  likewise  required 
that  Muhamad  Aben  Alahmar  should  allow  a  Christian 
garrison  to  hold  the  guard  of  .Taen,  and  that  his  generals 
should  retail!  the  place  as  a  sort  of  hostage.  All  these  con- 
ditions being  agreed  to,  were  ratified  in  the  camp  before 
Medina  Jacn,  during  the  moon  of  .  .  .in  the  year  64'3. 
Aben  Alahmar  then  took  his  leave  of  King  Ferdeland,  who 
treated  him  with  much  honour,  and  the  Moslemah  sovereign 
returned  to  his  camp  ;  but  he  departed  instantly  afterwards 
for  the  city  of  Granada,  taking  in  his  company  Abu  Omar 
Aly  Ben  Muza,  the  Wall  of  Jaeu,  to  whom  he  then  gave 
the  command  of  his  cavalry. 

Muhamad  now  remained  eight  months  in  Medina  Granada, 
continuing  the  works  by  which  he  had  been  previously 
occupied,  and  increasing  the  strength  of  his  fortifications ; 
at  the  end  of  that  period  there  came  letters  from  Ferdeland, 
King  of  Castilie,  making  known  the  design  of  the  Christian 
king  to  proceed  against  Seville,  and  expressing  the  hope  of 
Ferdeland  that  Aben  Alahmar  would  not  refuse  to  accom- 
pany him  in  that  campaign.  The  King  of  Granada  instantly 
acquainted  the  cavaliers  whom  he  intended  to  take  in  his  com- 
pany, with  this  reonest,  and  having  made  all  things  ready, 
lie  marched  from  (,..inada  with  five  hundred  horsemen,  all 
selected  with  tlie  utmost  care.  Having  then  joined  himself 
to  the  Christians,  he  entered  with  them  upon  the  territory 
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of  Seville,  where  they  occupied  the  fortress  of  Alcala  tie 
Gruadaira,  which  King  Terdeland  gave  to  the  Kiug  of 
Granada,  as  being  tlie  first  fruits  of  the  campaign. 

The  Clu-istians  having  extended  their  incursions  to  Medina 
Carmona,  which  was  at  that  time  held  by  Abul  Hassam,  a 
son  of  Abu  Aly,  that  general,  who  had  ever  defended  the 
city  and  its  territory  with  infinite  ability  and  valour,  then 
resigned  the  command  of  the  same  to  a  brave  Alcayde,  in 
whom  he  knew  he  could  safely  confide,  having  determined 
himself  to  repair  to  Seville, — a  step  to  which  he  was  induced 
by  intelligence  v>hich  had  been  sent  him,  informing  him  of  the 
Christian  king's  intentions  as  regarded  tliat  city,  whose  fall 
he  determined  to  sliare.  Other  generals  of  reputation  also 
hastened  to  take  part  in  the  defence  of  Seville,  they  for  the 
most  part  having  received  orders  to  that  effect  from  the 
Wali  thereof,  Cid  Abu  Abdallah,  Prince  of  the  Almohades 
and  uncle  of  Abul  Hassam,  who  was  then  at  Seville. 

The  devastating  tempest  of  the  Christian  arms  had  now 
passed  forward  even  to  Xeres,  where  they  tore  up  the  vine 
plants,  destroyed  the  gardens,  burnt  the  olive-grounds,  and 
laid  waste  all  that  lay  beyond  the  city  walls.  Then  the 
Moslemah,  beholding  these  ravages,  were  seized  with  so 
bitter  a  grief  that  they  declared  themselves  prepared  rather  to 
yield  their  city  to  King  Ferdeland,  and  live  as  the  tributaries 
of  the  Christians,  than  see  the  gardens  and  plantations, 
which  they  had  cultivated  witli  so  much  care  and  labour, 
thus  devastated  and  destroyed  before  their  eyes.  From 
this  it  resulted  that  the  inhabitants  of  Carmona  and  Cos- 
tantiua  also  resolved  to  entrust  themselves  to  the  Infidel 
power ;  they  compelled  their  Alcaydes  to  send  ambassadors 
to  the  Christian  king,  requiring  him  to  receive  them  as  his 
vassals,  and  not  permit  that  their  possessions  should  be 
laid  waste.  A  similar  step  was  taken  by  the  dwellers  in 
Lorca,  who  therein  acted  on  the  advice  given  tliem  by  the 
cavaliers  of  Granada,  and  surrendered  their  castle  without 
awaiting  the  Christian  attack. 

It  chanced  about  this  time,  that  a  body  of  troops  of  King 
!Ferdeland,attempting  to  crosstheGuadalquiver  by  certain  fords 
with  which  they  were  not  well  acquainted,  became  embar- 
rassed among  the  morasses  and  fens  which  abound  in  that 
place,  when  the  people  of  Cantillana  perceiving  them  to  be 
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ill  so  perilous  ft  condition,  poured  fortli  upon  tlic  struf^glino; 
coiiipaiiies,  and  did  tlicm  licavy  damai:;o  :  iiiiabU*  to  control 
tlu'ir  li(>r:so.s,  and  willi  litllo  power  to  dclV'iid  ilioiuselvcs, 
tlu'  cavalry  was  for  some  time  exposed  in  helpless  inactivity 
to  tlio  attack  of  their  assailants,  but  the  arrival  of  tlu; 
Christian  infantry  at  len2;th  compelled  the  men  of  Cantil- 
lana  to  retire  within  their  walls.  Determined  on  revenoje, 
the  Infidels  then  besieged  the  place,  which  they  assaulted 
with  the  utmost  fury,  nor  did  they  turn  from  their  purpose 
until  they  had  forced  the  gates,  when  they  entered  Can- 
tillana  sword  in  hand,  and  made  a  frightful  carnage  among 
the  peojile  thereof. 

The  Ivinc:  Muhamad  Aben  Alahinar  saw  these  tinners 
with  infinite  sorrow,  and  spoke  of  the  matter  to  King  Fer- 
deland,  entreating  him  to  command  his  people  first  to  try 
persuasion  in  all  the  towns  and  fortresses  near  whicl;  the}^ 
might  pass.  lie  added  that  with  such  as  would  ac(;ept  no 
terms,  and  refused  to  listen  to  any  I'easoning,  force  might 
be  used,  but  even  in  such  cases,  the  old  men,  the  women, 
and  children,  should  by  no  means  be  considered  as  among 
the  offenders ;  nay,  he  maintained  that  none  who  would 
surrender  themselves  disarmed  could  be  justly  subjected 
to  such  violence  as  they  then  beheld. 

The  advice  thus  given  by  Aben  Alahmar  was  highly 
acceptable  to  the  king  of  the  Christians,  and  the  Granadine 
sovereign  himself  wrote  letters  to  many  of  the  towns, 
sending  his  own  cavaliers  with  these  missives,  in  which  he 
exhorted  the  inhabitants  to  moderation  ;  and  his  words  being 
enforced  by  the  representations  of  his  messengers,  who 
pointed  out  to  the  people  the  line  of  conduct  necessary  to 
their  preservation,  those  means  availed  to  the  prevention 
of  many  evils,  and  saved  the  eflusion  of  much  blood. 

The  first  town  which  surrendered  to  the  Christian  power  in 
consequence  of  Aben  Alahmar's  exhortations,  was  (luillena, 
from  before  whose  walls  the  Infidel  force  pressed  on  to  the 
siege  of  Alcala  del  Rio.  This  place  was  defended  by  a  bravo 
and  noble  cavalier,  called  Abul  Xetaf,  who  sallied  forth  with 
his  horsemen,  and  gave  a  sanguinary  reception  to  the 
Christian  troops,  throwing  them  into  great  disorder,  and 
making  a  fearful  carnage  in  their  flying  hordes.  Nay,  the 
matter  would  have  gone  much  worse  for  the  Christian  com- 
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batauta,  if  the  Granadine  cavaliers  of  the  King  Aben 
Alahmar  had  not  arrived  at  the  most  critical  moment ;  bnt 
these  are  warriors  who  yield  to  none  that  the  world  produces 
in  the  management  of  their  horses  and  the  use  of  their  arms, 
and  by  their  aid  the  people  of  Abul  Xetaf  were  in  their 
turn  overcome,  and  compelled  to  draw  their  bridles  ;  the 
Christians  and  GTranadines  then  pressed  them  ^  so  closely, 
that  they  could  not  make  their  way  back  to  their  own  for- 
tress, and  were  compelled  to  fly  for  refuge  to  Medina  Seville.^ 
Muhamad  Aben  Alahmar  then  persuaded  the  inhabitants  of 
Alcala  to  place  their  fate  in  the  hands  of ,  King  Ferdeland, 
assuring  them  that  he  would  himself  take  care  to  make  the 
way  clear  before  them,  and  facilitate  their  being  received  to 
the  favour  and  protection  of  that  monarch,  without  further 
injury.  On  this  counsel  the  men  of  Alcala  acted  without 
delay  ;  they  surrendered  their  stronghold  to  the  Christian, 
and  received  assurances  of  security  in  return. 


CHAP.    VI.— King    rEEDELAND  besieges  Seville,    he    takes  it 

AFTER  A  siege  OF  EIGHTEEN  MONTHS.    HIS  DEATH.    OF  THE  VARIOUS 
CITIES  CONQUEEED  BY  HIS  SUCCESSOE,  EING  ALFONSO. 

In  the  commencement  of  the  year  644,*  King  Ferdeland 
laid  siege  to  Seville,  which  he  invested  by  land  and  sea  ;  but 
the  defenders  of  the  city,  whose  force  consisted  in  part  of  a 
brave  and  well-appointed  cavalry,  made  frequent  sallies  on 
tlie  besieging  troops,  who  were  encamped  on  either  side  of 
the  river,  and  among  whom  they  made  no  small  amount  of 
carnage. 

The  King  of  Granada,  Muhamad  Ben  Alahmar,  was 
stationed  with  his  people  near  Hasnalfarag,  and  before  the  gate 
of  the  Alcazar ;  here  he  had  many  obstinate  and  sanguinary 
skirmishes  with  the  cavalry  of  Algarve,  led  on  by  Mohamad, 
lord  of  Niebla.  These  encounters  gave  occasion  for  numerous 
acts  of  prowess,  and  wonderful  deeds  of  arms  were  then  per- 
formed by  Aben  Alahmar  andhis  cavaliers,  insomuch  that  even 
Ihe  bravest  among  the  Christian  generals  beheld  them  with 

*  A.D.  ]2W.—Coudc. 
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envy  ami  ndiniratioii,  while  King  Fcrelnand  liimsolf  ex- 
prossoil  t\w  lii<j;host  satistafiion  in  llie  pood  service  lent  hi  in 
by  the  Kinsi  of  Graiuuhi  and  his  noble  Xeques. 

There  were  tearful  eombata  also  foni^ht  at  aea  between  the 
gnllevs  of  the  Christian  an<l  the  Mosleniah  ;  man}'  of  the 
naval  forces  perished  on  either  side,  and  the  barks  fell  on 
each  other  with  a  cruel  persistence  whenever  they  could 
meet.  The  garrison  bf  the  fortress  of  Atrayana  *  likewise 
sallied  forth  with  great  frequency  to  join  battle  with  the 
Christians,  and  at  a  word  the  city  was  attacked  and  defended 
on  all  sides  with  a  singular  determination  and  bravery. 

Eighteen  months  had  at  length  elapsed  since  the  Christians 
commenced  the  siege  of  the  place,  when  IVriihamad  Aben 
Ahihmar,  King  of  Granada,  proposed  to  King  Ferdeland 
that  the  ships  of  Seville  should  be  burnt,  whereby  the 
defenders  would  be  cut  off*  from  their  supplies  of  provisions. 
He  furthermore  advised  that  the  communication  which  the 
garrison  of  Seville  had  up  to  that  time  been  able  to  maintain 
with  the  fortress  of  Atrayana,  should  be  interrupted, — 
measures  which,  if  taken  successfully,  could  not  fail  to 
hasten  the  downfal  of  the  place.  This  advice  appeared  ex- 
ceedingly good  to  King  Ferdeland  ;  wherefore  machines  were 
prepared  for  the  purpose :  cauldrons  of  sulphur,  pitch,  and 
other  inflammable  substances,  were  made  ready  for  the  con- 
flagration of  the  vessels,  while  barges  heavily  laden,  were 
abandoned  to  the  power  of  the  winds,  impelled  by  whose 
force,  by  the  current  of  the  river,  and  by  their  own  weight, 
they  dashed  violently  against  the  centre  of  the  bridge,  formed 
of  boats  chained  together,  which  had  served  as  a  communi- 
cation for  those  of  the  city  with  the  garrison  of  the  castle 
of  Atrayana.  The  strong  chains  which  held  the  boats  were 
broken  by  the  shock  with  w-hich  those  heavy  masses  fell 
against  them  ;  and  their  bridge  thus  destroyed,  the  besieged 
could  no  longer  help  themselves,  as  they  had  previously  done. 

While  the  leaguer  of  SeNdlle  was  thus  continued  with  so 
much  constancy,  the  Christians,  commanded  by  the  Count 
of  Barcelona,  were  also  laying  siege  to  the  city  of  Xativa, 
which  they  assailed  with  every  kind  of  machine  and  engine 
of  war.     So  closely  did  they  invest  the  place,  that,  having  no 

*  Triaiia. — De  3Iur'es. 
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hope  of  succour  from  without,  the  AVali,  Yahye  Ben  Ahmed 
Abul  Hussein,  was  forced  to  commence  a  negociation  for 
surrender,  and  did  but  seek  to  secure  the  best  conditions  that 
he  could  obtain.  Tet,  whatever  these  might  appear  to  be,  they 
coiikl  not  but  prove  ruinous,  since  nothing  better  than 
death  or  destruction  could  be  hoped  for  from  the  perfidy  and 
fraudulent  promises  of  the  treacherous  Barcelonese.  The 
offer  he  made  to  the  inhabitants  was,  that  all  should  be  left 
tranquilly  in  their  houses,  and  to  the  peaceable  enjoyment  of 
their  possessions,  with  the  free  exercise  of  tlieir  religion. 
He  was  admitted  into  Xativa  accordingly,  making  his 
entrance  towards  the  close  of  the  moon  Safer,  in  the  year 
644.  Yet  no  long  time  had  elapsed  before  he  drove  thou- 
sands of  the  Moslemali  from  the  city  and  its  neighbourhood, 
leaving  them  no  other  resource  than  that  of  wandering, 
impoverished  and  wretched,  to  whatever  place  might  ofier 
them  shelter.  Nay,  the  man  who  writes  these  words,*  hath 
seen  the  Wali  of  Medina  Xativa,  even  Yahye  Ben  Ahmed 
Abul  Hussein,  with  his  commander  Abu  Bekar,  reduced  to 
such  extremity  of  distress,  that  they  sustained  their  lives 
only  by  the  liberalities  of  their  friends,  and  iiad  become 
wandering  fugitives  on  the  face  of  the  earth. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  year  645,  the  Wali  of  Lorca, 
Muhamad  Ben  Aly  Abu  Abdallah,  died  in  that  city.  He 
was  a  virtuous  man,  and  of  great  ability  in  the  art  of  govern- 
ing ;  he  consequently  conferred  many  benefits  on  the 
inhabitants  of  Lorca ;  opening  canals  for  the  passage  of 
water,  building  hospitals  for  the  poor  and  for  pilgrims,  and 
giving  his  best  cares  to  whatever  other  works  were  best 
calculated  to  promote  the  welfare  of  those  he  governed.  In 
the  wars  of  Murcia,  Muhamad  Abdallah  had  distinguished 
himself  by  his  genius  and  bravery,  no  less  than  by  his 
prudence. 

Attached  to  tlie  party  of  Abu  Griomair  Aben  Zeyan, 
Muhamad  Abdallah  Ben  Aly  had  favoured  the  attempt 
made  by  that  leader  on  Medina  Murcia,  and  his  entrance 
into  the  same ;  having  deceived  and  circumvented  for  tliat 
purpose  the  Christians  who  then  formed  the  garrison  of 
the  city. 

*  AJabar  Alcoclay,  of  Valencia. —  Co/ide. 
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The  horrors  of  war  wcvc  moanwliilc  continuing  to  rage 
nroiind  ^ifdinu  Sovillo;  tlie  C'lu'istian  bcsieu^crs  niadci  ihoni- 
»olvt\s  niasliTs  of  (Jiiltvs,  tlu>y  burnt  the  suburb  of  lion 
Alfofar,  and  plundorod  that  of  iiab*  Macarcna,  wliero  tlicy 
niado  a  foarful  carna<j[e.  Tlio  besieged  inhabitants  continued 
to  defend  themselves  nevertheless  with  undiiuinished  reso- 
lution, tliey  too  being  in  ])ossession  of  many  wonderful 
engines:  some  of  these  east  forth  a  hundred  murderous 
missives  at  one  throw  ;  and  others  tliere  were,  tlic  darts 
from  which  were  launched  with  such  force  that  they 
were  capable  of  transpiercing  a  liorse  from  one  side  to  the 
other,  even  thougli  the  animal  were  barded  with  iron.  The 
Christians  combated  our  people  with  equal  bravery  and 
eagerness,  being  more  especially  careful  to  guard  all  tlie 
approaches  to  the  city,  to  the  end  that  uo  provisions  might 
be  brought  to  the  relief  thereof. 

In  the  year  G15,  and  while  that  prolonged  siege  still 
continued,  the  Moslemah  dwelling  in  the  city  of  Valencia 
became  wearied  of  tlie  vassalage  and  servitude  to  which 
they  had  been  reduced  by  the  Infidel :  our  brethren  could 
no  longer  endure  the  charges  and  vexations  of  every  kind 
laid  on  them  by  those  enemies  of  Allah,  and  they  retired  from 
Valencia,  the  capital,  as  well  as  from  the  other  towns  and 
villages  of  the  kingdom.  Those  who  were  not  rich  were 
more  especially  attracted  by  the  fame  of  that  good  govern- 
ment and  security  in  which  the  Granadines  were  said  to  be 
rejoicing  under  the  wise  rule  of  their  king,  even  Muhamad 
Aben  Alahmar  ;  many  of  these  wanderers  therefore  passed 
over  to  the  territories  of  that  noble  sovereign,  who  gave 
orders  for  their  amicable  reception,  and  caused  them  to  be 
treated  as  their  misfortunes  required.  They  were  exempted 
from  every  species  of  impost  for  a  certain  number  of  years, 
and  Aben  Alahmar,  being  careful  to  alioviate  their  distresses 
by  every  means  in  his  power,  thus  gained  for  himself  a  body 
of  useful  citizens,  bv  whom  the  strenfjth  and  riches  of  the 
state  were  ultimately  m.uch  increased. 

The  people  of  Seville  had  now  become  exhausted  by  the 
length  and  rigorous  closeness  of  the  siege  they  had  endured, 

*  Bab  Micarena  :  flio  IMacarcna  gate. — Tr. 
t  A.u.  12l7.—Conde. 
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and  having  no  hope  of  succours  from  without,  they  began  to 
think  of  yielding  to  the  necessities  of  their  condition. 
Opening  the  negociations  for  that  purpose  by  means  of  their 
Alcaydes,  they  proposed  conditions  to  King  Perdehind, 
which  that  monarch  accepted  without  making  any  change 
therein,  so  earnestly  did  he  desire  to  see  himself  master  of 
the  city  which  was  the  head  and  chief  of  the  state.  The 
conditions  thus  demanded  by  the  Moslemah,  and  accorded 
by  King  Ferdeland,  were  as  follow : — The  Sevillians  were 
permitted  to  continue  in  their  homes,  and  dwell  therein 
with  all  liberty,  enjoying  the  possession  of  their  houses  and 
revenues  iu  full  security  :  for  all  this  they  were  to  be  sub- 
jected to  the  payment  of  a  small  tribute  only  ;  the  tax  was 
indeed  so  light  that  it  did  not  exceed  the  sum  theyhad  been 
wont  to  pay  their  own  kings,  as  Zunna  and  Xara.  Sucli  of 
the  iniiabitants  as  would  not  consent  to  remain  iu  the  city 
were  allowed  a  convenient  time  for  the  disposal  of  their 
effects — of  which  they  retained  the  undisturbed  control — and 
for  their  own  departure,  not  only  from  tlie  capital,  but  the 
realm ;  nay,  for  the  space  of  one  month,  these  Christian 
victors  held  themselves  bound  to  furnish  beasts  of  burthen 
to  all  who  should  decide  on  immediate  departure,  giving  mules 
and  other  animals  to  those  who  wished  to  travel  by  land, 
with  ships  in  sufl&cient  number  for  all  who  preferred  to  pass 
into  Africa,  or  other  parts  demanding  a  voyage  by  sea.  To 
the  AV^ali,  Abul  Hassam,  King  Ferdeland  caused  an  intima- 
tion to  be  made,  to  the  effect  that  if  that  Xeque  would 
remain  in  Seville  or  any  part  of  its  territory,  domains  should 
be  assigned  to  him  on  which  he  might  reside  at  his  pleasure. 
But  Abul  Hassam  had  no  sooner  resigned  the  keys  of  the 
city  than  he  departed  from  its  gates  :  that  event  took  place 
on  the  12th  of  the  moon  Xaban  in  the  year  G46,*  and  on 
that  same  day  the  "Wall  embarked  for  Africa. 

King  Ferdeland  then  took  up  his  abode  in  the  Alcazar  of 
Seville,  while  his  generals  occupied  the  forts  of  the  city  and 
all  the  fortresses  of  the  Comarcas :  the  Moslemah  imme- 
diately began  to  depart  from  their  homes ;  many  accepted 
the  protection  of  the  King  Muhamad  Alahmar,  and  repaired 
to  the  territories  of  Granada ;  others  betook  themselves  to 

*  Other  authorities  give  645  as  the  date  of  this  occurrence. — Coida 
TOL.  III.  L 
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tlit^  various  citios  of  ilio  A]<:[;irvo;  ami  some  few  passed  over 
to  CV'uta  \\h\\  tlio  Alinohaik's.  80  oiulcil  tin;  ciiijjire  ci* 
those  princes  in  Seville,  and  the  Mosleiuah  lost  tliat  beaiili- 
I'ul  city ;  the  mosques  and  towers  thereof  were  lilled  with 
crosses  and  idols,  while  the  sepulchres  of  the  Failhlul  were 
profaned. 

Muhamad  Alahmar,  King  of  firanada,  then  took  his  leave 
of  KiiiL!;  I'Vrdeland,  whom  he  h'ft  husily  occupied  in  the 
distribution  among  his  own  cavaliers  of  the  lands  and  dwell- 
ings abandoned  by  the  Moslemah.  More  grieved  than 
satisfied  was  the  heart  of  Abeii  Ahdnnar,  as  he  thou2;lit  of 
the  advantages  which  liis  own  arm  had  aided  the  Christian 
to  obtain,  and  he  returned  to  liis  territories  with  a  saddened 
spirit,  well  knowing  that  the  aggrandisement  and  successes 
of  the  Infidel  could  not  but  result  in  the  ultimate  extinction 
of  the  Moslemah  power,  lie  found  consolation  only  in  tlie 
hope  that  the  greatnesswhich  hehad  assisted  to  increase  would 
fail  to  secure  permanence,  remembering  v,  hat  lie  had  more 
than  once  known  to  happen ;  namely,  that  vast  power  is  not 
unfrequently  lost  when  it  passes  into  the  hands  of  a  new 
master,  since  it  is  then  often  seen  to  fall  by  its  own  weight. 
The  king  had  confidence  in  Allah,  moreover,  and  did  not 
believe  that  He  would  wholly  abandon  his  own  people. 

The  day  of  Muhamad  Alahmar's  entrance  into  his  capital 
was  held  as  one  of  high  rejoicing :  the  inhabitants  came 
forth  in  vast  crowds  to  receive  their  sovereign,  and  as  he  rode 
on  his  way  through  the  city,  every  street  resounded  with  the 
voice  of  acclamation. 

The  attention  of  Aben  Alalnnar  was  now  more  than  ever 
directed  towards  the  promotion  of  industry  among  his 
people  ;  he  encouraged  their  application  to  the  useful  arts 
by  all  the  means  he  could  devise,  conferring  rewards  on  the 
best  workmen  in  all  kinds,  granting  exemptions  to  the 
husbandmen,  and  those  who  distinguished  themselves  among 
their  fellows  in  tlie  breeding  of  horses ;  nor  did  he  refuse 
advantages  of  a  similar  kind  to  the  good  armourer,  saddler, 
and  maker  of  caparisons  for  horses ;  nay,  even  the  weaver 
and  handicraftsman  of  other  kinds  obtained  their  portion 
in  his  favour,  when  remarkable  for  their  ability  and  appli- 
cation. 

The  arts  of  life,  thus  encouraged  in  the  states  of  Aben 
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Alahmar,  became  imusually  flourishing,  aiul  the  soil,  which 
is  very  fertile  of  its  nature,  gave  evidence  of  extraordinary 
fruitfiilness,  as  a  consequence  of  the  careful  culti\ation 
bestowed  thereon.  The  growth  and  fabric  of  silk  was  much 
protected  and  encouraged  by  Abcu  Alahmar,  and  attained 
to  such  perfection  in  the  kingdom  of  Granada,  that  the 
manufacture  of  stuffs  made  from  that  material  eventually  sur- 
passed those  of  Syria.  The  king  was  equally  attentive  to 
the  labours  of  the  miners  ;  those  of  gold,  silver,  and  other 
metals,  being  placed  under  the  immediate  superintendence 
of  men  chosen  for  their  knowledge  of  such  matters :  he 
took  especial  care  to  see  that  the  gold  and  silver  coins  were 
of  due  purity  and  weight,  uor  did  he  neglect  the  beauty  of 
their  form  ;  "the  arms  impressed  on  his  shield  were  of  blue 
and  white,  a  diagonal  band  of  azure  crossing  the  field  of 
silver,  while  the  legend  Le  Galih  ilia  Allah — '•  There  is  no^ 
conqueror  but  God" — was  inscribed  upon  them  in  letters  of 


gold 


The  cause  assigned  for  jVIuhainad  Aben  Alahmar's  choice 
of  this  legend  is  as  follows :  His  people,  in  their  rejoicing 
for  his  triumphs  in  war,  had  saluted  their  sovereign  on  a 
certain  occasion  by  the  title  of  Galih,  "  Tlie  Conqueror,"  to 
whichAbenAlahmar  had  replied,  "  JVa  le  Galib  illaAUali" — 
"  Of  a  surety  there  is  no  conqueror  but  God;"  and  from 
that  time  he  had  adopted  the  phrase  in  question  as  his 
device  and  tlie  impress  of  his  coins  :  nor  were  these  words 
ever  changed  by  his  descendants  ;  they  not  unfrequeutly 
varied  the  colours  of  their  shield,  and  even  altered  tlie 
band,  bearing  red  and  green,  as  well  as  blue,  but  all  pre- 
served the  device  chosen,  as  above  described,  by  Aben 
Alahmar. 

That  prudent  king  selected  the  most  able  and  virtuous 
masters  that  could  be  found  as  the  preceptors  of  liis  sons,  of 
whom  he  had  three :  the  first  of  these  princes  Avas  called 
Muhamad,  the  second  Aben  Pargia,  and  the  third  Juzef ; 
but  not  content  with  this,  JMuhamad  Alahmar  was  himself 
accustomed  to  impart  instruction  to  all  in  the  few  hours 
of  leisure  that  his  numerous  cares  permitted  him  to  com- 
mand. One  of  King  Mohamad's  most  valued  recreations 
was  the  reading  of  history,  and  he  caused  the  events  of  old 
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tiiiiL's  lo  bo  ivlnlcd  to  liiin  by  bis  IJuya  or  iiarralor  of  Ini- 
iliLiona:  lio  aiuusfil  biiu.solt'  also  in  bis  ^'arilcji.s,  avIkm'O  ho 
cultivatod  llawcrd  ami  iiroinatic  plants  witli  a  dcligbt  tbat 
never  know  diminution.  It  was  by  Mubaniad  Aben  Abdi- 
mar  Ibat  tlie  ^rcat  work  of  Ibo  Alhainbra  \v;is  conuncncod ; 
he  dirceli'd  tbe  labours  in  person,  and  was  frequently  to  be 
seen  anioni;  tbe  arcbitects  and  builders. 

Tbe  priiu-ipal  counsellors  of  Aben  Alabmar  v/ere,  first, 
Abu  jMeruau  Abilelnielie  Juzef  lieu  iSenanid,  a  native  of 
Jaen,  and  belonging  to  one  of  tbe  most  illustrious  liouses  of 
tbat  lity,  wbo  was  bis  cbief  Vizier,  and  Aly  Ben  Ibrabini 
Asaibani  Az:idi,  a  native  of  Granada,  and  also  proceeding 
from  a  ricb  and  noble  family  bmg  settled  in  tbe  ca[)ital,  wbo 
was  bis  second  vizier;  the  general-in-chief  of  bis  troops  was 
Abu  Abdallah  Mubamad  Arramim,  and  the  father  of  this 
Abdallah  Mubamad  was  the  King's  admiral  or  first  com- 
mander on  the  sea ;  the  Alcayde  of  liis  cavalry  was  Abeu 
Muza;  and  Tahj^e  Ben  Alcatib  of  Granada  was  the  secretary 
of  his  Mexuar  or  council  He  had  besides  three  other 
Alcatibs  or  secretaries  for  the  transmission  of  orders  and 
the  preparation  of  letters;  Abul  Hassan  Aly  Arrayni,  namely, 
Abu  Bekar  Ben  Chatab,  and  Abu  Omar  Juzef  Ben  Said 
Alyahsi  of  Loxa.  The  Alcadies  or  judges  of  the  court  were 
seven,  and  of  these  the  most  distinguished  of  their  time  were 
Abu  Amer  Yahye  Alascari  ;  Abu  x\bdallah  j\Iuhamad 
Alansari,  a  renowned  juritconsult,  as  hath  been  sufliciently 
made  manifest  by  his  numerous  works  ;  and  Abu  Abdallah 
El  Tamimi,  of  the  Asakmies  of  Loxa,  who  was  the  judge  of 
the  criminal  court.  The  remainder  of  these  sages  were 
Aben  Ayahd  Ben  Muza  El  Yahsebi,  Aben  Adha,  Abul  Casim 
Abdallah  Ben  Abi  Amer,  and  Aben  Eaut,  who  is  also  known 
as  Alasbaron  of  Seville. 

While  the  King  of  Granada,  Mohamad  Aben  Alahmar, 
was  thus  enjoying  the  peace  which  he  had  established  with 
the  Christians,  and  employed  his  best  efforts  for  the  pro- 
motion of  all  the  arts  that  were  best  calculated  to  increase 
the  prosperity  of  his  kingdom,  and  render  those  who  lived 
under  his  government  content  and  happy,  King  Eerdeland 
of  Castille,  the  conqueror  of  Cordova  and  of  Seville,  was 
called  on  to  yield  his  life  to  the  irrevocable  decrees  of  God. 
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the  Omnipotent,  and  tbe  mandate  for  that  eA^ent  went  forth 
on  a  Giuma,*  which  was  the  21st  day  of  the  moon  of  Eebie 
Primera  in  the  year  650. f  When  the  intelligence  of 
Ferdeland's  death  reached  Muhamad  Ahen  Alahmar,  he 
sent  his  messengers  to  King  Alphonso,  the  son  and  successor 
of  King  Ferdeland,  with  letters  of  condolence,  and  others 
wherein  he  proposed  to  renew  with  that  monarch  tlie 
treaties  of  peace  and  alliance  which  he  had  concerted  with 
hi3  father,  and  which  the  Granadine  sovereign  desired  to 
maintain  on  the  same  terms.  ^  To  these  proposals  Alphonso 
despatched  an  affirmative  reply,  and  added  his  thanks  to 
Abea  Alahmar  for  the  courtesy  he  had  received  at  his 
hands. 

This  King  of  the  Christians  was  a  very  learned,  wise,  and 
generous  monarch,  endowed  with  great  goodness,  and  dis- 
playing iniinite  nobility  in  all  his  actions.  Two  years  only 
had  elapsed  after  his  accession  to  the  throne  of  Castille, 
when  he  wrote  to  Aben  Alahmar,  making  known  his  inten- 
tion of  invading  the  Algarve  and  the  territory  of  Xeres,  at 
which  time  he  requested  the  King  of  Granada  to  send  him 
a  body  of  cavalry,  or  to  proceed  himself  to  meet  and  accom- 
pany him  in  that  campaign.  Nor  did  Aben  Alahmar  refuse 
compliance  ;  he  repaired  to  the  Algarve  at  the  head  of  a 
well-appointed  force,  although  with  a  grieving  heart ;  and 
on  this  occasion  he  more  than  once  remarked  to  his  cavaliers, 
"  How  deplorable  and  wretched  would  be  our  lives,  if  it 
were  not  that  our  hopes  are  permitted  to  extend  into  the 
regions  beyond  the  tomb." 

When  the  forces  of  Aben  Alahiuar  had  joined  those  of 
Alfonso  Ben  Ferdeland,  they  marched  in  concert  on  the 
territory  of  Xeres,  and  laid  siege  to  that  city.  In  the  early 
days  of  the  siege,  the  Almohade  cavalry  and  the  Xerezanos 
did  not  fail  to  sally  forth  with  much  bravery,  and  they  gave 
not  a  few  surprises  to  the  camp  of  the  besiegers,  with 
whom  they  fought  many  sharp  skirmishes  ;  and  as  on  bot) 
sides  there  were  large  numbers  of  accomplished  cavaliers, 
the  admirable  manner  in  which  they  encountered  each 
other,  and  the  valour  with  which  they  fought,  was  a  pleasure 

*  Friday. 

t  A.D.  1262.— Conde. 
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to  beliolil.  On  tlicso  occasions,  the  Graiiadiuca  daily  dis- 
tin2;iiisiiiHl  tliciiisolvcji  by  tlio  dexterity  and  facility  witli 
wliich  tliey  wheeled  their  horses  ;  they  forced  their  chargers 
into  the  midst  of  the  enemy's  ranks,  or  compelled  them  to 
dra\v  back  whU  a  rapidity  and  address  that  even  the 
Xerezanos  tliemselves  eonld  not  but  admire,  althonjrh  they 
rarely  came  forth  vith  mucli  advantage  from  those  trials  of 
skill  and  bravery.  Nor  had  any  long  time  elapsed  before 
th.e  citizens,  fearful  lest  their  gardens,  vineyards,  and 
orchards  should  be  cut  to  pieces  before  their  eyes,  compelled 
the  AVali  of  the  city,  Aben  Ubeid,  who  occupied  tlic  Alcazar, 
to  open  negociations  for  a  surrender  of  the  place  to  the 
Christians.  Having  no  hope  of  human  succours,  the  Wali 
then  proposed  conditions  to  the  King  Alphonso  Ben  Ferde- 
land ;  and  by  these,  the  citizens  who  did  not  choose  to 
remain  in  the  city  were  permitted  to  depart  in  safety  with 
their  riches  of  gold,  silver,  and  vestments  ;  while  those  who 
were  content  to  continue  in  their  homes  were  equally  at 
liberty  to  do  so  ;  the  latter  were  furthermore  guai'anteed  the 
secure  possession  of  their  houses  and  lands,  and  were  assured 
of  such  treatment  in  every  respect  as  was  accorded  by  the 
king  to  others  wiio  were  his  vassals.  Especial  security  was 
finally  given  for  all  the  Almohades,  tlieir  households  and 
families,  which  being  done,  and  all  duly  signed  and  ratified 
on  both  sides,  the  city  was  surrendered  to  the  conqueror, — 
an  event  which  took  place  in  the  year  652.* 

King  Alphonso  Ben  Ferdeland  then  caused  the  Alcazar 
of  Xeres  to  be  occupied  by  a  very  brave  general,  called  Don 
tromiSjt  who  was  one  of  the  noblest  cavaliers  of  his  court. 
He  subsequently  proceeded  to  invest  the  towns  of  Arcos, 
Sidonia,  and  Nebrisa ;  but  after  some  short  time  spent  in 
directing  the  operations,  King  Alphonso  left  the  siege  of 
those  places  to  the  care  of  his  brother,  the  Prince  Auric, ij: 
w  hile  he  departed  to  Seville ;  and  the  King  of  Granada, 
even  Muhamad  Aben  Alahmar,  took  his  way  towards  his 
own  capital.  Tlie  towns  besieged  by  Prince  Anric  were 
meanwhile  quickly  compelled  to  surrender,  but  were  ac- 
corded similar  conditions  to  those  obtained  by  Xeres. 

*  A.  D.  12oi.—Conr7e. 

t  The  Count  Don  Garcia Goiiipz.     Tr. 

X  rriiioe  Ilenry  of  C  astill  •.— 2^. 
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No  long  time  after  the  completion  of  tliese  conquests, 
tlie  Prince  Anric  fell  into  discord  with  his  brother,  King 
Alphonso, — as  some  say,  because  of  a  rivp.lry  in  love :  be 
that  as  it  may,  Prince  Anric  was  compelled  to  leave  the 
court  of  Alphonso,  and  he  tlion  wrote  letters  to  Muhamad 
Aben  Alahmar,  with  whom  lie  had  formed  a  close  intimacy, 
requesting  that  sovereign  to  receive  him  at  his  city  of 
Granada  :  but  the  King  Aben  Alahmar,  unwilling  to 
awaken  displeasure  against  himself  in  the  mind  of  the 
King  of  Castillo,  replied  by  despatching  a  general  who  was 
much  in  his  confidence  to  Prince  Anric,  whom  he  advised 
to  pass  over  into  Africa,  sending  him  letters  for  that  pur- 
pose to  his  friend  Abu  Zacaria  Yahye  Ben  Hafsi,  the  King 
of  Tunis,  in  which  he  requested  that  monarch  to  treat 
Prince  Anric  as  he  would  himself.  The  Christian  prince 
acted  on  that  counsel  accordingly  ;  he  took  the  letters  of 
Aben  Alahmar,  and  crossed  the  sea  to  Medina  Tunis,  where 
he  was  received  with  much  honour  by  Abu  Zacaria,  who 
entertained  him  as  befitted  the  valour  and  nobility  of  both 
host  and  guest. 


CHAP.  YII. — CONSPIEACY  OF  TUE  MOSLEITAH  AGAIXST  ALPITOXGO 
BEN  FEEDELAND.  THEY  EEBEL  AGAINST  HIM,  AND  SLATTGUTEK  HIS 
TEOOPS.      THE  CHRISTIAN  KING  MAECHES  AGAINST  THE  FAITHFUL. 

Two  years  had  now  elapsed  since  the  conquest  of  Xeres, 
when  the  King  Alphonso  Ben  Perdeland  WTote  letters  to 
Muhamad  Alahmar,  requiring  his  aid  for  the  war  which 
he  was  again  about  to  undertake  in  the  Algarve  ;  remarking 
that  he  proposed  to  act  against  their  common  enemies, 
the  Almohades,  and  that  Aben  Alahmar  had  an  equal 
interest  with  himself  in  the  expulsion  of  that  faction  from 
Spain. 

The  King  of  Granada  then  sent  his  directions  to  the 
people  of  Malaga,  whom  he  despatched  to  assist  Alphonso 
Ben  Perdelaud  in  that  war,  giving  the  command  of  his 
troops  to  the  Wall  of  Malaga,  who  was  of  the  Beui 
Escaliola.  That  general  instantly  joined  his  cavalry  to  the 
army  of  King  Alphonso,  and  together  they  laid  siege  to  the 
city  of  Niebla,  extending  their  incursions  over  the  whoie 
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territory  of  Saltis,  in  wliioli  IMiiliamad  Alien,  a  distinguishcil 
general  of  the  Alniohades,  then  held  eominand. 

Now  IMedina  Niebla  was  a  eity  of  p;reat  strength;  its 
■\vall3  were  lofty  and  well  furnislied  with  towers,  all  built  of 
stone,  and  ol'  admirable  workmanship;  the  forces  within 
tho  city  were  brave  and  numerous;  they  made  frequent 
sallies  and  night  attacks  on  the  foe,  gave  notable  Burprises 
to  the  eamp  of  tho  besiegers,  and  resisted  the  attacks  of 
their  assaihints  with  invincible  valour :  they  had  machines 
of  wonderful  construction,  with  which  they  cast  stones  and 
darts;  launching  other  missivesof  thunder  and  fire* moreover, 
■which  craised  no  small  amount  of  damage  to  the  Christian 
camp.  The  siege  was  thus  prolonged  to  an  unusual  extent; 
but  at  the  end  of  niue  months  the  inhabitants  of  the  city 
became  weary  of  tlie  privations  to  which  they  were  sub- 
jected :  the  want  of  provisions  had  long  made  itself  grievously 
felt  among  them  ;  but  they  were  at  length  so  completely  ex- 
hausted, that  they  could  endure  their  sufferings  no  longer, 
and  persuaded  their  AVali  to  commence  a  negociation  with 
tho  Christian  foe. 

Aben  Ubeid,  seeing  that  no  assistance  was  to  be  hoped 
for  from  without,  then  went  forth  himself  from  the  city  to 
arrange  his  conditions  with  the  King  of  Castillo,  v.-hen 
Alphonso  Ben  Ferdeland,  giving  proof  of  extraordinary 
generosity,  did  not  refuse  anything  that  was  required  by 
Aben  Ubeid.  In  that  convention  was  comprised  the  siu'- 
render  of  the  whole  territory  of  the  Algarve,  when  the  King 
of  Castillo  bestowed  immense  domains  on  the  Wall  Aben 
Ubeid;  among  others,  the  Algabaof  Seville,  with  the  King's 
garden  and  its  toAvers.  Alphonso  furthermore  conferred 
upon  him  the  tenth  of  all  the  oil  in  tlie  royal   Alxarafe, 

*  The  question  as  to  wlietlier  the  Moors  were  at  this  time  acquainted 
■with  the  use  of  powder — of  which,  as  our  readers  are  aware,  tliey  claim 
to  be  the  inventors — has  given  rise  to  much  discussion,  but  cannot  be 
mooted  here.  It  is  nevertheless  certain  that  they  were  in  the  full  use 
of  that  material  some  seventy  years  later,  at  the  battle  of  Guadacelito 
and  the  siege  of  Algeziras,  namely  ;  the  first  taking  place  in  1340,  and 
the  second  in  1342.  Prom  this  circumstance,  and  from  what  is  here 
said  of  the  siege  of  Kiebla  bj-  a  writer  who  was  of  the  period,  it  would 
appear  to  be  highly  probable  that  the  .Moors  were  even  then  in  posses- 
sion of  the  secret  which  has  so  essentially  affected  the  modern  prad^ice 
of  war. — TV. 
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which  produced  a  very  large  revenue.  This  was  the  price 
at  which  the  Christians  obtained  the  city  of  Niebla,  with 
Huelba,  Gebalayun,  Serpa,  Mora,  Alhaurin,  Tabira,  Far, 
Laule,  Xinibos,  and  abnost  every  other  town  of  the  Algarve, 
a  rich  territory,  strongly  fortified,  having  a  large  population, 
a  soft  and  delicious  climate,  a  fruitful  soil,  and  every  pro- 
duct that  could  render  the  life  of  its  inhabitants  agreeable. 
This  conquest  was  completed  by  the  Christians  in  the 
year  655.* 

During  the  war  thus  waged  by  Alphonso  of  Castille  in 
the  Algarve  of  Spain,  Moliamad  Alahniar,  King  of  Granada, 
was  employed  in  tlie  careful  examination  of  all  his  states : 
he  visited  each  of  his  provinces  in  its  turn,  fortified  the 
towns  of  his  frontiers,  and  placed  the  whole  kingdom  in  a 
state  of  defence.  That  prudent  sovereign  clearly  perceived 
the  many  difficulties  that  must  oppose  themselves  to  the 
duration  of  his  friendship  with  the  Christians,  who,  being 
his  natural  enemies,  would  be  moved  to  his  injury  by  the 
slightest  occasion,  seeing  tliat  the  wormwood  cannot  lay  down 
its  bitterness,  nor  the  colocynth  its  acridity ;  neither  can 
we  look  that  the  thorn-bush  should  produce  grapes  for  the 
wine-cup. 

Convinced  of  tliis  truth,  Aben  Alahmar  remained  for 
some  tim^e  in  the  cities  of  Guadix,  Malaga,  Tarifa,  and 
Algezira,  preparing  all  for  such  events  as  might  en'sue :  he 
repaired  the  walls  of  Gebaltaric,  and  gave  directions  for 
the  du.e  munition  of  all  those  places  with  such  stores  as 
they  required.  While  the  King  of  Granada  was  in  those 
districts,  there  came  to  visit  him  certain  of  the  Moslemah 
cavaliers  who  had  formerly  dwelt  in  Xeres,  Arcos,  and  Sidonia, 
with  some  othsrs  who  were  of  Murcia,  all  oft'ering  to  enter 
his  service  and  acknowledge  him  their  king,  if  he  would 
assist  them  to  throw  off  that  hard  yoke  of  sufl:ering 
and  servitude  which  had  been  imposed  on  them  by  the 
Christians. 

To  these  proposals  Muhanvad  Alahmar  replied  by  assuring 
the  Xeques  that  they  should  shortly  be  made  acquainted 
with  his  decision.  On  his  return  to  Granada  he  was  accom- 
panied by  the  Wali  Abu  Alhac,  and  by  Abu  Bekar,  Vizier 

*  A.D.  1257.— Conde. 


154  DOMIMON'  Ui"  Till:;  AliAliS  1>   Si'AlJS.  [a..U.    1257. 

of  ^Fiircin  ;  and  the  kiii;j;  liad  no  sooner  arrived  in  his  capital 
t\\:\n  lu"  assiMnbK'd  his  t'oancil  and  look  tlio  advice  oi  his 
Xc(iuos  and  nobles  in  retipect  of  that  matter.  The  greater 
part  of  .Muhaniad  Alahmar's  counsellors  were  then  of  opinion 
ihnt  the  peaee  with  kiajj;  Alphonso  Hen  Fi'rdeland  ou^lit  to 
bo  broken,  sinee  it  was  the  obvious  duty  of  tlic  AloslenuUi 
to  assist  their  brethren  ;  they  added,  that  the  aggrajidise- 
mcnt  of  the  Christian  king  was  greatly  to  be  feared,  and 
that  in  a  war  against  Alplionso,  all  the  Faithful  would 
hasten  to  range  themselves  beneath  the  banners  of  tiie 
(Jrniuuline  king. 

Muhaniad  Alalunar  praised  the  zeal  of  his  counsellors  for 
the  defence  of  Islam,  but  did  ]iot  lail  to  set  before  them  the 
perils  and  incouveuieuce  of  an  open  breach  with  the  (chris- 
tian powers ;  he  admitted  Hiat  it  would  be  well  to  favour 
the  people  of  Murcia,  which  the  viciuit}'-  of  that  province 
to  his  own  states  would  facilitate  his  doing,  but  in  secret 
only :  he  added,  that  Avhen  all  the  arrangements  to  that 
effect  were  made  and  well  understood,  the  people  of  Xeres 
and  the  Algarve  might  commence  their  insurrection,  when 
King  Alphonso,  finding  it  needful  to  divide  his  forces  and 
attention,  would  send  to  require  the  accustomed  service  and 
assistance  at  the  hands  of  his  ally,  the  King  of  Granada. 
Tlien,  as  Muhamad  Alahmar  furthermore  affirmed,  would 
be  the  moment  for  him  to  make  his  demonstration  in  favour 
of  his  brethren,  by  refusing,  under  some  easily-found  pretext, 
to  comply  with  the  demand  of  Alphonso  Ben  Ferdeland, 
the  rupture  of  his  friendship  with  whom  woidd  then  have 
a  manifest  cause.  Aben  Alahmar  furthermore  assured  the 
Xeques  that  he  would  not  fail  to  invade  the  territories  of  the 
Castillian  king,  inflicting  all  possible  injury  on  the  Chris- 
tians, and  bringing  whatever  aid  was  in  his  power  to  tho 
assistance  of  his  brethren  the  Moslemah. 

The  opinions  and  promises  of  Muhamad  were  received 
with  general  approbation,  and  the  Xeques  of  Xeres  and 
xVlgarve  sent  letters  to  the  people  of  their  respective  dis- 
tricts, to  the  intent  that  all  should  be  ready  to  rise  on  a 
certain  day,  while  envoys,  bearing  missives  to  the  same  pur- 
port, were  despatched  by  the  nobles  of  Murcia  on  their  part. 
All  the  dwellers  in  every  Comarca  Avere  therein  warned  to 
be  ready  at  a  given  signal,  when  the  inhabitants  of  each  city 
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were  to  take  arms  aud  drive  the  Christian  troops,  by  whom 
their  fortresses  were  garrisoned,  from  tlieir  bordersf.  The 
principal  actors  in  tliis  movement,  hoping  to  animate  the 
people  to  revolt,  set  forth  rumours  to  the  effect  that  Mu- 
liaijiad  Alahmar,  King  of  Granada,  had  already  taken  the 
insurgents  into  his  shelter  and  protection :  they  added  that 
he  was  about  to  invade  the  Christian  territories,  and  make 
a  sanguinary  war  on  the  Infidel. 

Xothing  more  was  needed  to  excite  the  unthinking  mul- 
titude, blind  lovers  of  novelty,  and  ever  ready  for  tumult ; 
they  took  arms  without  further  consideration,  aud  raising 
the  cry  of  war,  they  attacked  the  Christian  garrisons  of  the 
respective  cities,  while  they  loudly  proclaimed  Muhamad 
Alahmar  their  king.  In  one  and  the  same  day  the  move- 
ment commenced  in  Murcia,  Lorca,  Mula,  Xeres,  Arcos, 
Xebrisa,  and  other  towns,  the  inhabitants  of  which  all  fell 
upon  the  Christians  and  drove  them  from  the  fortresses. 
In  Xeres  the  carnage  was  fearfully  great.  The  Count  Don 
Gomis  defended  the  Alcazar  with  extraordinary  valour; 
covered  with  wounds,  he  still  fought  like  a  lion,  although  all 
his  people  were  already  lying  dead  or  fatally  wounded  around 
liim  ;  but  overwhelmed  by  the  perpetually  renewed  numbers 
of  his  assailants,  he  ultimately  fell,  exhausted  with  the  loss 
of  blood,  and  died  but  a  short  time  after. 

Aud  here,  where  the  resistance  of  those  Christians  who  had 
held  the  Alcazar  had  been  so  obstinate  a  one,  the  name 
of  King  Aben  Alahmar  was  heard  resounding  from  every  part, 
while  the  two  AV^alies  of  that  monarch  who  governed  Algezira 
and  Tarifa  were  themselves  compelled  by  their  own  people 
to  march  forth  to  the  aid  of  the  men  of  Xeres,  and  together 
they  made  their  way  into  the  Alcazar  with  the  violence 
which  has  been  described  above :  an  act  by  no  means  in 
accordance  with  the  cautious  policy  which  their  master 
desired  to  maintain.  These  events  took  place  in  the 
year  G59.* 

The  example  thus  given  did  not  foil  to  be  followed  eagerly 
in  all  the  land,  and  many  towns  recovered  their  liberty, 
revenging  themselves  on  such  of  the  Christians  as  had 
tyrannised  over  them.  The  people  of  Murcia,  being 
secretly  assisted  by  those  of  Granada,  as  had  been  agreed 

*  A.D.  12GI. —  Conde. 
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on,  were  among  Hiobo  ■wlio  obtained  their  froodom  ;  but  the 
KiiiLj  Alplionso  H(Mi  I'Vrdcland  now  Kont  his  "[enorals  in  all 
(iiri'ctioMS,  and  it  bocamo  nianifcst  tliat  the  Avork  on  uhich 
they  had  entered  -was  but  just  begun.  The  Castillian 
uionarch  dospatclied  his  nu>ssengers,  as  had  been  anticipated, 
to  Muhaiuad  Aiahniar,  Xing  of  Granada,  requiring  his 
assistance  in  that  war  of  Murcia,  when  the  last-named 
sovereign,  assigning  motives  of  religion  and  tlie  compulsion 
of  poliev, excused  himself  from  complying  with  theChristian's 
demand :  he  even  intimated  tliat  he  should  not  be  permitted  by 
subjects  to  remain  neutral  on  that  occasion.  But  while  thus 
putting  an  end  for  the  time  to  the  friendship  existing 
between  Alphonso  Ben  Fcrdeiand  and  himself,  Muhamad 
Alahmar  did  so  in  such  sort  that  he  might  renew  the 
broken  ties  at  some  future  period,  in  the  event  of  its  ever 
becoming  needful  that  he  should  do  so,  although  in  his  heart 
he  was  not  desirous  of  any  occasion  demanding  that 
concession. 

The  Castillian  monarch, beingmuch  dissatisfied  with  thereply 
of  Muhamad  Alahmar, sent  orders  to  his  frontier,  commanding 
that  the  people  of  Granada  should  be  treated  as  enemies 
to  the  Christian  forces  :  having  received  these  directions,  the 
InSdel  was  the  first  to  commence  hostilities,  a  circumstance 
which  was  no  sooner  made  known  to  the  King  of  Granada 
than  he  fell  upon  the  Alcalaof  Aben  Zaide,  and  devastated 
the  whole  district.  In  the  vicinity  of  Medina  Alcala,  where 
King  Alphonso  Ben  Ferdeland  tiien  was,  the  late  friends 
and  now  mortal  enemies  met  in  battle,  when  the  two  hosts 
encountered  each  other  witli  a  furious  animosity,  and  very 
obstinate  was  the  engagement  that  ensued.  At  length  the 
Zenete  cavaliers,  by  whom  Muhamad  Alahmar  was  accom- 
panied, enabled  that  monarch  to  bear  off  the  honours  of  the 
field,  and  the  Christians  were  compelled  to  retire.  The 
battle  of  Alcala  de  Aben  Zaide  was  fought  in  the 
year  660.* 

From  that  time  there  were  daily  skirmishes  and  en- 
counters, in  which  the  fortunes  of  the  opponents  proved 
constantly  varying,  and  no  signal  victory  was  obtained  on 
either  side.     King  Alphonso  Ben  Ferdeland  now  despatched 

*  A.D.  1262. 
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his  best  geucrals  iuto  the  Algarve  with  command  to  sub- 
jugate the  rebellious  towns  of  that  province,  and  Muhamad 
Abeu  Alahmar  was  meanwhile  occupied  in  repeated  attacks 
upon  the  Christian  frontiers,  from  which  he  carried  away- 
captive  all  the  Infidels  that  he  could  get  into  his  hands,  while 
he  deprived  his  enemies  in  like  manner  of  all  their  flocks. 

The  people  of  Murcia  continuing  to  implore  the  assist- 
ance of  the  Granadine  sovereign,  Muhamad  Alahmar 
assembled  a  large  body  of  foot  and  horse,  of  which  he  made 
certain  divisions,  appointing  a  distinguished  general  to  each 
of  them.  But  on  this  occasion,  the  favour  shown  by  the 
Kins  of  Grrauada  to  certain  Zenete  and  Zegri  cavaliers  of 
the  frontier,  with  some  others  who  had  done  him  especial 
sfrvice,  offended  three  noble  Walies  who  were  of  the  Beni 
Escaliola,  and  who  did  not  conceal  the  dissatisfaction  which 
they  felt.  These  were  Abu  Muhamad  Abdallah,  governor 
of  Malaga,  Abul  Hassan ;  A¥ali  of  Guadix ;  and  Abu  Ishac, 
AVali  of  Comares ;  all  of  whom  excused  themselves  from 
taking  part  in  the  campaign  of  JMurcia,  alleging  that  tlieir 
presence  was  required  in  their  respective  j:  overnments  ;  and 
although  Aben  Alahmar,  dissembling  his  displeasure,  per- 
mitted them  to  depart  to  the  cities  they  ruled,  yet  all  the 
mildness  and  reserve  with  which  he  had  received  their 
refusal  to  take  active  service,  did  not  avail  to  cure  the 
wounds  which  those  Xeques  bore  away  in  their  hearts. 

Before  departing  for  the  war  of  Murcia,  and  considering 
the  uncertainty  of  human  things,  Aben  Alahmar  determined 
to  declare  his  eldest  son,  the  Prince  Muhamad,  his  successor 
to  the  throne,  and  his  future  associate  in  the  government : 
this  he  did,  not  only  lest  death  should  cut  short  his  steps  on 
the  path  he  was  about  to  tread,  but  also  for  the  purpose  of 
assuring  to  the  prince  a  higher  degree  of  authority  in  the 
aiiairs  that  would  be  regulated  by  him  in  his  absence.  The 
young  prince  was  accordingly  proclaimed,  and  received  the 
oath  of  allegiance,  his  father  commanding  that  the  name  of 
Muhamad  should  be  added  in  the  Chotba  immediately  after 
his  own,  in  all  the  Aljamas  of  the  kingdom.  That  solemnity 
took  place  at  the  commencement  of  the  year  662,  the 
AValies  of  Malaga,  Guadix,  and  Comares,  being  the  only 
Xeques   who  ^^were  not  expected   at   the  festival  by   which 
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tlio  ;inp(iinlin(Mit  of  AluMi  Alalimai's  successor  was  ncconi- 
piuiied. 

A  ncl  tliosc  "NValios  now  sent  their  letters  by  common  aecoril 
toKiiii:;  Aliilioiiso  of  Castillc,  declaring;  tluMiisclves  his  vassals, 
and  takiny;  slicllcr  bencalli  his  faith  and  protection  ;  they 
offered  to  march  their  forces  in  Ins  aid  ajL;ainst  the  King  of 
Granada,  and  deehired  that  they  wouhl  make  neither  peace 
nor  truce  with  the  latter  until  they  had  first  received  the 
consent  of  the  Christian  king  to  tiiat  {'fleet.  For  all  this 
tliey  reqnired  that  Alphonso  should  on  his  part  assist  and 
defend  them  in  all  that  they  might  undertake  against  the 
King  of  tiranada. 

The  King  of  Castille  was  greatly  rejoiced  by  that  embassy  : 
he  promised  the  rebel  Xequcs  his  aid  and  support  under 
every  circumstance,  and  exhorted  them  to  commence  their 
operations  against  the  King  of  Granada  Avithout  delay, 
adding  that  he  had  already  despatched  messengers  along  the 
line  of  his  frontiers  with  commands  that  the  three  "Walies, 
Abu  ^fuhamad  Abdalkih,  Abu  Hassan,  and  Abu  Ishac, 
with  their  followers,  should  be  assisted  in  all  their 
enterprises,  and  treated  everywhere  as  his  allies  a)ul  good 
servants.  jS'or  did  the  AValies  fail  to  do  as  they  had  resolved 
in  their  hearts  and  promised  to  the  Christian ;  they  fell 
upon  the  territory  of  Muhamad  Alahmar  with  great  fury, 
extending  their  incursions  far  and  Vtide  throughout  the 
land. 

By  this  diversion  King  Alphonso  was  enabled  to  mako 
war  on  the  insurgents  of  Andalusia  and  Murcia  much  at 
his  leisure ;  Abeu  Alahmar  being  prevented  from  des- 
patching his  forces  to  the  relief  of  the  struggling  Moslemah, 
as  he  had  prepared  to  do,  by  the  necessity  which  now 
existed  for  making  head  against  those  who  had  kindled 
the  flames  of  civil  war  in  his  own  dominions.  The  Castillian 
king  laid  siege  to  Medina  Xeres,  which  he  long  pressed 
very  closely,  while  he  devastated  all  the  Comarcas  around 
the  city,  and  occupied  the  neighbouring  fortresses.  Eive 
months  were  passed  in  the  endurance  of  much  privation  on 
the  ])art  of  the  besieged ;  at  the  end  of  that  time  the 
Moslemah  of  Xeres  surrendered,  with  the  one  sole  condition 
that  their  lives  should  be   sj^arcd.     They  were  thus  driven 
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from  their  homes  in  the  utmost  destitution,  and  the  place 
itself  remained  wholly  depopulated  :  tlio?e  who  had  been 
its  inhabitants  then  dispersed  themselves  in  small  bands 
through  the  whole  of  Andalusia :  they  all  departed  poor  and 
miserable,  many  taking  refuge  in  tl;e  dominions  of  Muhamad 
jAlahmar,  King  of  Granada,  and  others  passing  over  into 
Africa.  Malaga  and  Algezira  likewise  offered  an  asylum  to 
no  small  number  of  those  impoverished  and  wretched  people, 
the  depopulation  of  whose  dwellings  took  place  in  the 
year  663. 

Sidonia,  Rota,  Solucar,  Nebrisa,  and  Arcos,  were  in  like 
manner  reduced  to  surrender  without  any  other  condition  than 
that  of  safety  for  their  lives  ;  the  unhappy  dwellers  in  all  these 
places  went  forth  deprived  of  every  possession,  their  debi- 
litated persons  alone  excepted,  the  greater  proportion  of 
them  taking  refuge  in  the  kingdom  of  Grranada,  in  such 
sort  that  Aben  Alahmar,  while  deprived  of  his  territories  on 
the  one  hand,  beheld  the  population  of  his  states  increase 
iu  the  manner  we  have  described,  on  the  other.  He 
now  made  a  division  of  his  forces,  with  the  determina- 
tion of  despatching  troops  to  the  aid  of  the  people  of 
Murcia,  who  were  defending  themselves  well,  while  he 
marched  iu  person  with  his  cavalry  against  the  rebels  of 
Guadix  and  the  frontiers  of  Jaeu.  Muhamad  Alahmar 
thus  gave  the  due  shai'e  of  attention  to  all  requiring  his 
care,  and  with  his  flying  camp,  the  king  seemed  to  make  his 
appearance  every  where ,;  nay,  he  seemed  almost  to  present 
himself  in  all  parts  at  one  and  the  same  moment. 


CHAP.  VIII.— TuE  KIXG  GACUM  AND  EIXG  AXPnONSO  EACH  MAKES 
AN  ATTEMPT  TO  CONQUER  MTJECIA  FOE  HIMSELF.  INTKIGTJES  AND 
AGBEEMENTS  MADE  BETWEEN  THE  CHEISTIAN  LEADEES.  ENMITY  OP 
AlPUONSO  AND  ABEN  ALAHMAU. 

The  King,  Gacum,  of  the  Christians  now  marched  his  troops 
also  against  Murcia,  having  long  entertained  the  desire  of 
adding  that  province  to  his  conquests,  while  the  cavaliers  of 
King  Alphonso Ben  Ferd  'land  were  extending  their  incursions 
over  the  land,  their  master  hoping  to  erect  the  first  fruits 
of  that  his  first  campaign  of  conquest  into  a  kingdom  for 
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Ilia  brothor  Don  AFanucl,  whom  he  tenderly  loverl.  Those 
conflictiiif;  ]in't(Mit<ioiia  iiupcded  llie  jjrofj^'ess  of  both 
monaivhs,  ami  tlie  two  sovereii^iis  ultimately  decided  on  a 
marriage  to  be  solemnised  between  the  Prince  Don  Manuel 
and  a  daughter  of  King  Gacum,  which  was  effected 
accordingly. 

Tsow  tiie  Queen  Iolant,*wife  of  Alphonao  Ben  Ferdeland, 
was  also  a  daughter  of  King  Gacum,  and  sister  of  the 
princess  who  was  destined  to  be  the  consort  of  Prince 
Manuel.  But  lolant  was  a  vain  and  envious  woman;  she 
was  not  so  beautiful  as  her  sister,  and  felt  deeply  mortified 
at  the  thought  of  the  intended  conquest  being  estranged 
from  herself  to  crown  her  sister,  whom  she  abhorred.  Thus 
she  left  no  means  unattempted  for  the  prevention  of  that 
purpose,  and  wrote  letters  in  her  own  name  to  the  King  of 
Granada,  entreating  him  to  restore  the  amity  which  had 
previously  subsisted  between  his  states  and  those  of  the  King 
of  Castille,  so  much  to  the  advantage  of  both ;  she  repre- 
sented furthermore,  that  if  ^Nluhamad  Abeu  Alahniar  would 
propose  terms  of  peace  to  King  Alphouso,  he  would  then  be 
enabled  to  reduce  the  Walies  who  had  risen  against  him 
to  their  allegiance,  while  her  husband  might  on  hia  part 
accomplish  his  purposes  in  Murcia  without  permitting  King 
Gacum  to  take  any  part  in  the  conquest  of  that  country. 
In  these  her  letters,  Queen  lolant  did  not  conceal  her 
enmity  to  her  father's  house  ;  she  made  it  obvious  that  her 
principal  motive  in  what  she  then  sought  to  accomplish  was 
the  desire  she  felt  to  prevent  him  or  any  one  of  his  family 
from  becoming  sovereign  in  Murcia,  and  admitted  that  she 
intended  thereby  to  satisfy  her  desire  for  vengeance  on  her 
kindred,  who  had  offended  her  by  certain  domestic  arrange- 
ments in  which  she  felt  the  highest  interest. 

These  letters,  with  the  confidence  which  Aben  Alahmar  felt 
in  the  person  to  whom  the  charge  thereof  had  been  committed, 
and  whom  he  had  long  known,  caused  the  King  of  Granada 
to  comply  without  hesitation,  and  he  wrote  to  King 
Alphonso,  as  the  queen  had  desired,  offering  to  do  whatever 
might  be  in  his  power  for  the  service  of  the  Castillian 
King.     The  latter  was  highly  satisfied  with  that  demonstra- 

*  Yolande. 
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tion  on  the  part  of  Aben  Alahmar,  Tvhoni  he  invited  to  a 
conference  at  Alcala  de  Aben  Zaide  ;  but  at  the  same  time 
Alphonso  caused  intimation  to  be  given  to  the  rebel  Walies, 
assuring  them  that  he  Avould  not  abandon  their  cause,  even 
though  it  should  suit  his  pvirpose  to  make  peace  with  the 
King  of  Granada. 

The  day  on  which  the  two  sovereigns  were  to  arrive  in 
Alcala  de  Aben  Zaide  was  then  fixed  on,  and  haviug  met 
there  accordingly,  they  proceeded  to  treat  of  their  affairs  in 
much  appai'ent  confidence.  After  long  discussions  it  was  at 
length  agreed  that  Muhamad  Aben  A  hihmar,  and  his  son,  the 
Ameer  Muhamad,  whom  he  had  appointed  his  successor, 
should  renounce  all  pretensions  or  rights  which  they  might 
consider  themselves  to  possess  to  the  territory  of  Murcia  ; 
Alphonso  Ben  Terdeland  on  his  part  declaring  that  he 
would  no  longer  aid  or  shelter  the  AYalies  of  Malaga,  Guadix, 
and  Comares,  to  the  end  that  Aben  Alahmar  might  more 
effectually  reduce  them  to  his  obedience.  The  King  of 
Castille  jiroraised  furthermore  that  he  would  himself  procure 
the  submission  and  return  to  their  duty  of  the  rebel  Xeques, 
for  whom  he  obtained  the  truce  of  a  year,  within  which 
time  tliose  Walies  were  bound  to  resume  their  obedience,  or 
fiiiliug  in  this,  were  thenceforth  to  expect  no  favour  or  pro- 
tection from  King  Alphonso,  who  in  that  case  left  Aben 
Alalimar  to  deal  with  them  as  it  might  seem  good  in 
his  eyes. 

It  was  stipulated  furthermore  by  these  conventions,  that 
the  kingdom  of  Murcia  was  to  be  fully  subjected  to  the 
King  of  Castille,  and  to  be  ever  united  with  the  states 
previously  beneath  his  rule,  but  that  it  was  to  be  placed  in 
the  hands  of  a  Mosleman  prince,  wlio  should  govern  it 
according  to  the  laws  and  customs  of  the  Taith.  Among 
other  immunities  secured  to  the  Moslemah  by  that  agree- 
ment was  the  important  one  that  no  impcots  should  be  laid 
on  them,  save  only  that  of  the  tenth  which  they  were 
accustomed  to  pay  of  all  that  they  possessed  to  the  public 
treasury,  and  of  which  a  third  was  for  the  most  part 
assigned  tj  the  sovereign  of  the  kingdom  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  his  state  and  dignity.  Finally,  the  Ameer  secured 
the  pardon  of  Alphonso  Ben  Ferdeland  for  such  Xeques  and 
nobles  who  had  taken  part  in  the  rebellion  of  Murcia  ;  but 
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it  wiis  also  dcc'iiled  that  tho  AValics  wliose  names  aro  abcnitto 
follow  sliould  huIUt  a  perpetual  banisluiieiit  from  the  realm. 
These  exiled  iiobh-a  were,  Abu  Alhalu,  the  AVali  of  ]\Iediua 
Muroia,  A  ben  Auiru  Aben  Galib,  and  Aben  Adha,  -with  the 
Vizier  Abu  Becro. 

Aben  Alahmar  likewise  made  a  compact  m  ith  the  King  of 
Castillo  to  the  e fleet  that  the  service  of  cavalry  which  the 
first-named  sovereign  had  supplied  to  the  latter  in  time  of 
war,  should  now  be  commuted  for  a  certain  sum  in  gold,  to  be 
paid  yearly,  while  King  Mohamad  Alahmar  should  be  held 
to  appear  at  the  court  of  Castille  only  at  the  general 
assemblies  held  there  by  tho  great  nobles  and  tributaries  of 
the  kingdom.  Ou  the  conditions  thus  laid  down,  Aben 
Alahmar  agreed  to  facilitate,  and  even,  if  necessary,  to 
enforce  the  submission  of  Medina  IMurcia  with  its  territory 
and  dependencies.  The  treaty  of  Alcala  de  Aben  Zaide  vras 
then  agreed  to  by  tho  two  kings,  and  by  the  Ameer 
Muhamad,  the  successor  to  the  kingdom  of  Granada ;  that 
done,  it  w^as  also  signed  by  many  nobles  of  Alphonso's 
court  and  by  certain  of  the  most  distinguished  Xeques  of 
that  of  Granada.     These  events  took  place  in  the  year  664." 

While  the  conditions  of  peace  were  thus  in  course  of 
discussion  at  Alcala  de  Aben  Zayde,  the  generals  of  Aben 
Alahmar  took  a  large  convoy  of  provisions  which  was  on 
its  way  to  the  camp  of  the  Christians,  and  put  the  troops 
■who  were  escorting  the  same  to  tho  rout.  The  want  of 
food  consequent  on  that  loss,  and  the  frequent  sallies  made 
night  and  day  by  the  defenders,  caused  the  Christians  to  be- 
on  the  point  of  abandoning  the  siege  of  Medina  Murcia ; 
they  were  the  more  eftectually  reduced  to  that  straight  by 
the  bad  intelligence  which  had  so  long  subsisted  between  the 
people  of  Arragon  and  those  of  Castille,  who  were  continually 
falling  on  each  other  with  the  most  deadly  enmity,  and 
continually  rejoiced  at  the  injuries  inflicted  ou  either,  by  the 
common  foe. 

It  was  at  this  critical  moment  that  the  King""  Aben 
Alahmar,  with  Alphonso  Ben  J-'erdeland,  King  of  Castille, 
proceeded  in  company  towards  Medina  Murcia  ;  the  former 
writing  to  the  Walies  of  the  territory  and  the  governors  of 

*  A.B.  l264:—12C6.—Conde. 
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its  strongholds,  exhorting  them  to  render  themselves  to  the 
mercy  of  King  Alphonso,  in  conformity  with  the  conditions 
which  had  been  agreed  to  in  the  treaty  of  Alcala  de  Aben 
Zayde.  He  took  pains  to  show  that  this  was  the  only 
method  left  to  them  for  escaping  from  the  difficnlties  in 
which  they  were  involved,  reminding  them  that  it  was 
impossible  for  them  to  make  head,  or  even  to  subsist,  alone 
as  they  were,  against  two  kings  mighty  as  were  those  of 
CastiDe  and  Arragon.  A  ben  Alahmar  furthermore  suggested 
to  them  that  they  should  refuse  their  subjection  to  every 
Christian  prince,  the  King  of  Castillo  alone  excepted,  de- 
manding to  have  that  monarch  and  no  other  for  their 
sovereign. 

To  these  counsels  the  people  of  Medina  Murcia  gave  their 
assent  with  very  good  will,  and  the  conditions  being  agreed 
on,  the  King  Aben  Alahmar  entered  Murcia  with  King 
Alphonso,  and  a  large  number  of  noble  cavaliers.  Muhamad 
Abdallah  Aben  Hud,  a  brother  of  the  renowned  King 
Abu  Abdallah  Ben  Juzef  Aben  Hud,  was  then  proposed  by 
Alphonso  Ben  Ferdeland  as  the  lord  and  ruler  of  Medina 
Murcia,  whose  inhabitants  at  once  acknowledged  him  as 
their  king,  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  parties ;  Muhamad 
Abdallah  being  more  especially  esteemed  by  the  King  of 
Castille,  to  whom  the  moderation  and  wisdom  wherewith 
that  prince  was  endowed  were  well  known. 

With  this  termination  of  the  war  the  people  of  Murcia 
were  perfectly  content,  rejoicing  much  to  have  a  king  of 
their  own  religion  and  of  a  royal  race, — to  say  nothing  of 
their  new  ruler's  reputation  for  justice,  wisdom,  and  virtue, 
which  was  nevertheless  of  still  greater  importance.  The 
King  Alphonso  Ben  Ferdeland  secured  the  gratification  of  his 
generous  desire  to  have  kings  for  his  vassals,  and  the  Queen 
lolant  was  not  without  her  triumph,  since  she  had  prevented 
her  sister  from  obtaining  a  crown.  Muhamad  Alahmar,  King 
of  Granada,  was  also  content,  because  he  had  found  means 
to^remain  on  fair  terms  with  al  1  parties ;  and  he  returned 
to  Granada  with  a  large  and  brilliant  company. 

In  the  commencement  of  the  year  665  the  King  of 
Granada  sent  letters  to  the  King  of  Castille,  making  known 
his  intention  of  proceeding  against  the  Walies  of  Malaga, 
Guadix,  and   Comares,  those  insurgent  Xeques    showing 
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clearly  lliat  tliov  wore  not  to  be  reduced  to  obedience  by 
any  moans  sliort  ot"  i'oree. 

The  Iviuj::  of  Castillo  then  repeated  his  intercessions  for 
the  rebel  chiefs;  but  INluhaniad  Aben  Ahihinar  sent  his 
generals  at^ainst  tlieni  ;  wlieroupon  tlu>  AVallies  had  once 
more  recourse  to  Alplionso  Boii  JuTdeland,  to  vliom  they 
reiterated  their  oilers  of  service,  entreating  him  not  to 
abandon  (liom  to  tlio  mercy  of  their  enemies.  The  troops 
of  Abon  Alalimar  had  already  occupied  many  of  the  towns 
and  fortresses  whicb  had  been  seized  by  the  insurgents  of 
Malaga,  Guadix,  and  Comares,  when  tlie  King  Alplionso 
sent  letters  to  Granada,  requiring  Muhamad  AUihmar  to 
desist  from  further  attack  upon  the  rebel  Xeques,  or  to 
understand  that  he  would  have  to  answer  for  his  refusal  to 
himself.  Tlie  Castilliau  sovereign  furthermoi'o  demanded 
that  the  "Walies  of  Malaga,  Guadix,  and  Comares  should  be 
received  to  favour  and  confirmed  in  the  independent  lord- 
ships they  had  appropriated,  while  he  declared  that  the 
cities  of  Tarifa  and  Algczii-as  nuist  be  ceded  to  himself 
if  Aben  Alahmar  desired  to  retain  his  friendship. 

AVhen  the  letters  giving  evidence  of  so  much  perfidy  and 
presumption  were  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Granadine 
king,  he  was  roused  to  auger,  and  gave  orders  for  the  assem- 
blage of  his  troops,  determined  to  fall  on  tlie  territories  of 
Alplionso  Ben  Terdeland  without  delay  ;  but  on  second  con- 
sideration, and  when  all  wei-e  prepared  for  departure,  he 
thought  it  better  first  to  answer  the  letters  of  the  Christian 
king,  and  wrote  to  him  accordingly,  reproaching  him,  as  he 
was  justly  entitled  to  do,  for  thus  departing  from  the 
compact  which  had  been  made  at  Alcala  Aben  de  Zayde,  and 
adding  further  to  that  injury  the  afirout  of  demanding  from 
the  sovereign  of  Granada  the  cession  of  cities  which  were 
not  mere  frontier  fortresses  but  the  very  keys  of  his 
kingdom.  Aben  Alahmar  proceeded  to  exhort  Alphonso 
to  beware  how  he  listened  to  the  suggestions  of  evil  coun- 
sellors, and  rather  to  act  according  to  the  dictates  of  his  own 
heart  and  conscience,  since  he  could  not  but  be  sensible  to 
the  unreasonableness  of  his  demand :  he  concluded  by 
remarking  that  such  treatment  as  he  then  experienced  at 
the  hands  of  Alplionso  was  very  unlike  what  his  good 
services  had  merited ;   and  declaring  his   determination  to 
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reduce  the  rebel  Xeques  to  their  duty,  he  affirmed  that  he 
had  no  wish  to  enter  the  territories  of  Alphonso,  or  to  meet 
him  in  arms,  unless  the  latter  should  compel  him  to  do  so 
by  supporting  and  assisting  the  insurgent  Walies. 

Now  rilipo,*the  brother  of  Alphonso  ;  the  Zaim,  Don 
iS'umio,t  and  other  illustrious  nobles  of  the  kingdom,  were 
disaftected  towards  their  sovereign,  whom  they  accused  of 
injustice  towards  themselves,  alleging  that  he  permitted 
himself  to  be  governed  by  his  wife,  and  disregarded  the  advice 
of  his  best  counsellors  :  these  cavaliers  therefore  repaired  at 
this  time  to  Granada  and  took  refuge  with  Aben  Alahmar, 
whose  high  and  noble  character  was  intimately  known  to  them . 

They  were  received  by  the  Granadine  monarch  with  all 
the  consideration  due  to  cavaliers  of  so  much  importance, 
and  were  entertained  in  his  own  palaces,  or  in  those  of  his 
principal  A\^alies  and  Yiziers.  On  their  part  they  offered 
to  assist  Aben  Alahmar  in  his  war  with  the  rebel  Xeques, 
but  requested  him  to  spare  them  as  far  as  might  be  possible 
in  respect  of  his  incursions  on  the  territories  of  Alphonso, 
against  whom  alone  they  were  reluctant  to  serve  him.  The 
king  commended  the  nobleness  of  their  scruples,  and  gave 
them  commission  to  act  against  the  rebels  of  Guadix  in 
company  with  his  declared  successor  the  Ameer  Muhamad. 
Here,  then,  these  cavaliers  performed  most  notable  acts  of 
prowess,  competing  in  zeal  and  bravery  with  the  most  dis- 
tinguished of  the  Moslemah  ;  the  king  on  his  part  showing 
them  all  favour,  and  doing  them  great  honour,  while  he  con- 
ferred on  them  a  suitable  and  liberal  share  in  tlie  booty  that 
was  made  during  the  war. 

But  the  forces  of  Aben  Alahmar  were  so  much  divided, 
that  no  undertaking  of  importance  could  be  effected  ;  the 
towns  were  plundered,  the  country  was  devastated,  but 
nothing  of  moment  was  accomplished.  Campaign  after 
campaign  and  year  after  year  came  to  an  end,  but  the 
struggle  seemed  to  be  indefinitely  prolonged,  and  Aben 
Alahmar,  wearied  at  length  by  so  protracted  a  contest, 
determined  to  require  the  aid  of  Abu  Juzef  Ben  Abdelhac 
of  the  Beni  Merines,  who  was  then  King  of  Morocco. 
Muhamad    Alahmar's    letters   to    that    sovereign   wero  de- 

*  Pliilip.  t  I^on  Nunez  do  Lara. 
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spatchcd  in  the  year' 070  ;*  in  tlicm  ho  requested  the  African 
prince  to  send  a  force  of  cavahy  wherewith  to  restrain  the 
pride  of  tlie  Kini,'  of  Castille,  and  eoii.pel  tlic  inKuro^eiit 
Walies  of  i\hdap;a,  (iuadix,  and  Coinarey,  to  serve  in  drl'cnco 
of  the  IMoslemah  in  Spain,  rather  than  to  use  their  arms,  a3 
they  were  then  doini»,  for  the  abasement  of  Tslam  and  to 
secure  the  ^H'rdition  of  their  brethren  of  tlie  I'aith. 

The  C"l\ristian  cavaliers  in  the  service  of  Aben  Alahmar 
were  deeply  grieved  when  tliey  knew  that  lie  had  invited 
the  Beni  INFerines  of  Africa  into  Spain ;  nor  was  their  dis- 
]deasure  without  good  cause;  nay,  the  assurance  that  the 
King  Abu  Juzef  Ben  Abdelhac  had  consented  to  repair  to 
that  country  had  no  sooner  been  divulged  than  all  the 
Christians  were  iilled  with  terror  and  dismay. 


CHAP.  IX. — Death  of  the  kino,  abeIj  alahmae.    he  is  succeeded 

BY  HIS  SON  MUHAMADI  II.      U£  CONQUERS   THE  EEBELS.      INTEETLEW 
OF  MUHAMAD  AND  ALrHONSO  IN  SEVILLE. 

The  year  G70  departed  amidst  a  succession  of  hopes  and 
fears  f  but  in  the  commencement  of  the  year  67 1  the 
Alcaydes  of  the  frontier  sent  letters  to  Aben  Alahmar,  in- 
forniing  him  that  the  "Walies  of  Malaga,  Guadix,  and 
Comares,  were  about  tojenterthe  country  with  a  large  host,  and 
entreating  him  to  send  them  reinforcements  both  of  foot  and 
liorse.  The  king  became  violently  enraged  on  receiving  that 
intelligence,  and  in  the  heat  of  his  anger  he  commanded  that 
all  the  force  at  his  disposal  should  be  mustered,  determined 
to  put  an  end  to  that  prolonged  and  unhappy  war.  His 
attendants  did  their  utmost  to  tranquilliso  his  mind ;  but  he 
knew  no  rest  until  he  found  himself  in  the  saddle,  and 
at  the  head  of  the  cavaliers  who  were  to  accompany  him  in 
the  campaign  on  which  he  was  about  to  enter. 

The  Christians  who  were  in  the  court  of  Aben  Alahmar 
did  not  fail  to  proffer  their  services  on  the  occasion,  and  they 
also  went  forth.  But  it  chanced,  as  they  were  all  departing 
from  Granada,  that  the"  first  cavalier  of  the  vanguard,  having 
neglected  to  lower  his  lance  sufficiently,  as  he  passed  from 

*  A.r>.  1272. —  Conde. 
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the  city  gcates,  had  it  broken  in  his  hands ;  this  the 
people  held  to  be  an  evil  augury,  and  the  infallible  sign  of 
misfortunes  about  to  ensue,  although  in  elFect  it  was  nothing 
more  than  a  proof  of  carelessness  on  the  part  of  him  who 
had  neglected  to  lower  his  lance  so  as  to  clear  the  arch  of 
the  gate. 

ti/ A  short  time  before  the  hour  of  noon  in  the  first  day's 
march,  the  King  was  attacked  by  an  indisposition  which 
shortly  became  so  painful  a  malady  that  he  could  no  longer 
retain  his  seat  in  the  saddle,  and  being  placed  on  a  litter, 
he  was  taken  back  towards  the  city,  whither  he  was  accom- 
panied by  aU  the  cavaliers.  Christian  as  well  as  Moslemah, 
who  followed  his  banners.  The  sufferings  of  the  sick 
monarch  became  so  great  before  he  could  be  brought  to  the 
city,  that  it  was  found  needful  to  erect  his  pavilion  at  some 
distance  from  the  capital,  where  the  physicians  anxiously 
surrounded  him,  without  knowing  in  what  manner  to  give 
him  relief.  A  few  hours  later  the  king  was  seized  with  a 
vomiting  of  blood ;  this  was  followed  by  convulsions  ;  at  the 
hour  of  Almagreb  or  the  setting  of  the  sun,  the  decree  of 
Allah  for  his  departure  was  sent  forth,  and  on  a  Giuma,* 
which  was  the  29th  of  the  moon  Giumada  Primera,  in 
the  year  671,-)"  Mohamad  Alahmar  passed  to  the  mercy 
of  God. 

The  Prince  Filibo,  brother  to  Alphonso  Ben  Perdeland, 
Txing  of  Castille,  was  at  the  side  of  the  King  of  Granada 
until  he  had  breathed  his  last  sigh :  intelligence  of  that 
event  was  iminediately  sent  throughout  the  country,  where 
all  his  people  mourned  the  death  of  their  king  as  do  men 
who  have  lost  a  father.  Aben  Alahmar  was  interred  with 
great  pomp  in  his  own  mausoleum,  the  remains  being  first 
embalmed  and  placed  in  a  coffin  of  silver,  covered  with 
precious  marbles,  on  which  the  following  epitaph  was 
engraved  in  letters  of  gold  by  command  of  his  son  : — 

"  This  is  the  sepulchre  of  the  exalted  Sultan,  the  Fortress 
of  Islam,  the  Ornament  of  the  human  race,  the  Glory 
of  the  day  and  of  the  night,  the  Eain  of  Generosity,  the 
Dew  of  Clemency  for  his  people,  the  Pole-star  of  the  Sect, 
the  Splendour  of  the  Law,  the  Eefuge  of  the  Traditions,  the 

*  Giuma:  Friday.  f  A.D.  1273— Cb«f/e. 
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Sword  of  the  Truth*  the  Support  of  all  created.  A  Lion  in 
AVar,  the  Uostructiou  of  lus  I'^noinies,  the  Protector  of  the 
State,  the  Defeiuler  of  the  l-'i-ontiers,  the  Victor  of  ArinieH,  tlie 
K<>j)ressor  of '1  yrauLs,  the  Terror  of  the  impious,  the  I'riuce  of 
the  l"'aithful,  the  Wise  Leaderof  the  chosen  Peopleof  Allah, tlie 
Defence  of  the  Faith,  the  Ifoiiourof  Kiii;j;.s  and  Sultans,  tho 
Conqueror  for  God,  the  zealous  i'^oUower  of  the  true  path,  Abu 
Abdallah  Ben  Juzuf  Ben  Anasir  El  Ansari,  Avhom  may  God 
exalt  to  tlie  place  ot  the  lligh  and  Jui-tified,  appointing  his 
dwelling  among  tlie  Prophets,  the  IMartyrs,  the  Saints,  and  tho 
Men  of  lioliness.  May  God  have  pleasure  in  liiui,  and  be  mer- 
ciful to  liini.  It  was  decreed  that  he  should  be  brought  into  the 
world  in  the  year  591,  and  tliat  his  (le[)arturo  should  take  place 
after  the  Azala  of  the  Alazar  on  Giuma,  the  29th  day  of  the 
moon  Giumada  Primera,  iu  the  year  G71.  Praised  be  He 
whose  Empire  hath  no  end,  whose  Eeign  no  commencement, 
whose  Time  shall  never  fail.  There  is  no  God  but  He,  the 
Compassionate,  the  Merciful." 

Immediately  ou  the  death  of  Aben  Alahraar,  his  son  Mu- 
hamad  was  proclaimed  king,  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  his 
subjects.  He  passed  ou  horseback  through  the  principal 
streets  of  the  city,  accompanied  by  the  flower  of  the  cavalry, 
and  was  received  with  acclamations  by  the  people.  Having 
completed  the  funeral  solemnities  of  his  father,  Abeu 
Alahmar,  King  Muhamad  did  not  forget  him,  but  rather 
proposed  to  himself  to  consider  him  as  ever  present  in  all 
his  undertakings,  to  imitate  him  in  his  excellent  works,  and 
to  follow  the  examples  of  prudence  and  virtue  which  he  had 
left  him. 

Muhamad  II.  was  a  liberal,  brave,  and  judicious  ruler ; 
he  made  no  changes  in  the  great  employments  of  his  court ; 
nor  did  he  alter  the  distribution  and  order,  which  his  father 
had  effected  and  established,  of  the  various  charges  and  dis- 
tinctions attached  thereto,  whether  in  the  departments  of 
peace  or  war. 

The  guard  of  African  and  Andalusian  cavaliers  which 
Muhamad  Aben  Alahmar  had  assembled  about  his  person 
was  retained  in  like  manner  by  Muhamad  II.  his  sou.  The 
commander  in  chief  of  the  Africans  was  usually  a  prince 

*  These  italics  are  m  the  original. — Tr. 
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of  the  house  of  the  Beni  Marines  or  Beni  Zeyan,  and  the 
captains  of  those  troops  were  noble  cavaliers  belonging  to 
the  tribes  of  Masamnda,  Zeneta,  or  Zanhaga.  The  Anda- 
lusians  were  generally  commanded  by  a  prince  of  the  royal 
house,  or  by  some  Xeque  belonging  to  one  of  the  most 
I  jble  families  of  the  kingdom,  and  who  was  always  a  man 
of  great  distinction  for  his  valour  and  ability.  At  this 
time,  the  two  brothers  of  the  king  having  departed  from 
life,  that  high  office  was  held  by  Abeu  Muza,  who  had  been 
general  of  the  Andalusians  in  the  lifetime  of  his  father. 
Muhamad  now  increased  the  pay  and  added  to  the  immunities 
which  had  ever  been  conferred  on  those  guards,  the  Anda- 
lusians and  Africans  being  treated  with  equal  favour. 

Now  among  the  courtiei's  there  were  some  who  expected 
that  their  fortunes  would  be  exalted  on  the  accession  of  the 
new  king  ;  and  as  these  men  found  themselves  disappointed, 
they  suffered  no  long  time  to  elapse  before  they  had 
assembled  a  band  of  disaffected  persons ;  and  pretend- 
ing to  believe  that  Muhamad  was  a  hard  rnd  intractable 
master,  who  did  not  sufficiently  appreciate  their  merits, 
they  abandoned  his  party,  and  attached  themselves  to 
that  of  the  rebel  Walies  of  Malaga,  Guadix,  and  Com  ares. 

Haviufj  arranered  the  affairs  of  his  government  and  set  all 
things  in  good  order,  the  new  king,  Muhamad  Ben  Aben 
Alahmar,  marched  forth  with  his  cavalry  against  the  in- 
surgents, who  had  seized  the  occasion  for  making  incursions 
on  the  territory  of  Granada,  whence  they  had  carried  off  a 
large  booty  in  flocks  and  captives,  with  treasures  of  various 
kinds,  of  which  they  had  despoiled  their  brethren  in  the 
faith.  Muhamad  was  accompanied  by  the  cavaliers  of 
Castillo,  and  when  arrived  near  Antekaria  he  overtook  the 
rebel  army  :  a  sanguinary  battle  was  then  fought,  in  which 
the  Christians,  in  emulation  of  the  cavaliers  of  Granada, 
performed  prodigies  of  valour:  Muhamad  broke  and  defeated 
the  force  of  the  insurgent  Walies,  from  whom  he  took  the 
rich  prey  they  were  bearing  from  the  land.  iVfter  having 
continued  the  pursuit  for  a  considerable  time,  the  army  of 
the  king  returned  to  Granada,  which  the  troops  entered  in 
triumph.  King  Muhamad  then  showed  great  honour  to 
his  Christian  auxiliaries,  to  whom  he  distributed  very  mag- 
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nillcont  fiit'ts  ot"  horses  splendidly  capai'isonod,  with  costly 
ju'nia  and  veslmenta. 

At  this  time  came  the  Princo  Auric  I'rom  Alrica,  he 
having  returned  from  tiiat  country  in  some  haste ;  and  the 
cause  of  that  oceurrenco  was  the  suspicion  which  he 
entertained  that  Abu  Juzef  Ben  Abdelhac,  King  of 
Tunis,  had  formed  :i  design  to  take  his  life.  The  event 
which  had  given  birth  to  Prince  Auric'a  misgivings  was  on 
thif»  wise  : — 

It  clianced  on  a  certain  day  that  Auric  was  about  to 
accompany  the  King  of  Tunis  to  the  chase,  and  stood  await- 
ing him  in  one  of  tlie  courts  of  the  Alcazar;  the  Spanish 
prince  was  alone  for  the  moment,  when  he  suddenly  per- 
ceived two  raging  lions,  which  the  king  kept  in  cages, 
approaching  him,  without  knowing  whence  they  had  pro- 
ceeded. The  brave  cavalier  drew  his  sword,  and  the  lions 
did  not  dare  to  attack  him ;  whereupon  he  left  the  court 
without  giving  any  sign  of  trouble  or  fear,  and  did  but 
recommend  the  keepers  of  the  Jinimals  to  guard  them  better 
for  the  future.  The  King  Abu  Juzef  Ben  Abdelhac  ex- 
cused himself,  saying  that  the  circumstance  had  happened 
by  an  accident ;  but  Prince  Anric  would  trust  him  no 
further,  and  having  taken  his  leave  of  that  monarch  and  his 
court,  he  returned  into  Spain. 

Tlie  arrival  of  the  prince  filled  the  house  of  his  brother, 
the  King  of  Castille,  with  doubts  and  fears,  nor  could  Anric 
conceal  the  displeasure  with  which  he  beheld  that  counte- 
nance and  aid  with  which  Alphonso  did  not  cease  to  favour 
the  rebel  Walies  of  Malaga,  Guadix,  and  Comares ;  he 
laid  before  his  brother  all  that  there  was  to  fear  from  the 
advent  of  the  Beni  Merines  in  Spain,  and  reproached  him 
with  having  compelled  the  King  of  Grranada  to  invite 
them  to  his  aid. 

Alarmed  by  the  evils  thus  predicted  to  him  by  Prince 
Anric,  who  declared  them  to  be  of  almost  immediate 
approach,  Alphonso  Ben  Perdeland  secretly  despatched 
letters  to  his  brotlici-  i^^'ilibo,  and  others  of  the  principal 
among  the  CastiUian  cavaliers  who  had  sought  refuge  in  the 
court  of  Grranada,  desiring  them  to  return  to  their  country 
and  forget  the  diaeords  by  which  they  had  beeu  estranged  : 
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he  further  gave  them  iutimation  to  the  effect  that  thej 
would  do  him  an  acceptable  service  if  they  could  discover 
some  means  for  bringing  about  an  accommodation  between 
himself  and  Muliamad,  King  of  Granada. 
r^-  And  now,  as  these  cavaliers  were  esteemed  in  the  highest 
degree  by  King  Mohamad,  they  had  no  difficulty  in 
persuading  that  sovereign  to  give  ear  to  their  pro- 
posals ;  fully  convinced  of  the  nobility  of  their  motives 
and  the  sincerity  of  their  promises,  he  accorded  to  them 
his  utmost  confidence,  and  knew  that,  so  far  as  in  them  lay, 
his  just  expectations  would  be  secure  of  fulfilment.  Desiring 
above  all  things  to  assure  the  peace  of  his  kingdom,  the 
King  Muhamad  agreed  to  an  interview  with  Alphonso  Ben 
Ferdeland,  and  accompanied  by  the  principal  cavaliers  of 
his  court,  by  the  Prince  Klibo,  the  Zaim  Don  Nunio,  Don 
Lop,*  and  others  of  the  Castillian  nobles,  he  departed  from 
Granada  and  proceeded  to  Medina  Cordova.  Having  re- 
posed himself  in  tliat  city  for  some  days,  Muhamad  then 
repaired  to  Seville,  whence  the  King  Alphonso  Ben  Ferde- 
land  came  forth  on  horseback  and  with  great  pomp  to 
receive  him.  The  Christian  king  lodged  Muhamad  in  his  own 
Alcazar,  commanded  that  splendid  festivals  should  be  pre- 
pared in  his  honour,  and  made  him  a  knight  after  the 
fashion  of  Castillo :  he  embraced  the  Grranadine  monarch 
as  his  friend,  and,  by  the  mediation  of  the  latter,  the  discords 
existing  between  himself  and  his  brother  were  set  at  rest. 
Tlie  misunderstanding  into  which  the  king  had  fallen  with 
the  other  cavaliers  who  had  "been  dwelling  in  the  court  of 
Granada,  were  in  like  manner  brought  to  a  close  by  the 
intervention  of  Muhamad,  to  whom  all  expressed  their 
gratitude,  attributing  to  him  the  whole  merit  of  the 
advantages  which  each  considered  himself  to  have  obtained 
by  that  restoration  to  the  favour  of  his  sovereign. 

Now  King  Mohamad  was  then  in  all  the  bloom  of  his 
youth  :  to  his  prudence  and  the  excellence  of  his  disposition 
he  joined  the  most  attractive  manners,  and  was  especially 
distinguished  by  the  elegance  with  which  he  spoke  the 
Castillian  tongue :  for  these  causes  he  was  not  unfrequently 

*  Lopez  Diaz. 
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(lotaiiiod  ill  conversation  by  Quocn  lolant  and  lit'i-  l:idics, 
to  whom  iu'  ]iaid  fn'(|U('nt  visits.  It  chanced  tliat  as,  on  one  of 
these  occasions,  Muiiamad  (utercd  tlie  ajiartnieuls  of  the 
([uccn,  she  siuhk'nly  sur|)ris('d  him  l)y  a  most  indis- 
creet request,  and  one  for  which  the  Kinf,'  of  Granada,  wlio 
(\\d  not  fxpcet  to  liear  a  discussion  of  political  interests  in 
(he  ciiamber  of  tiic  (^iieen,  was  totally  unprepared,  lolant 
began  by  observing  tliat  she  had  a  supplication  to  present 
to  him,  the  prayer  of  whicli  she  hoped  ho  would  not  refuse 
to  grant,  seeing  that  the  matter  lay  wholly  in  his  hands, 
^luhamad  replied  with  infinite  courtesy,  assuring  the  queeu 
that  she  had  but  to  command  him,  and  he  was  ready  to 
obey.  Then  lolant  entreated  with  the  most  pressing  earnest- 
ness that  he  would  accord  a  year  of  truce  to  the  Walics  of 
]\Ialaga,  Guadix,  and  Comares,  adding  that  within  the  period 
thus   fixed  that  ailair  midit   doubtless  be   brought   to   au 

• 

anucable  arrangement.  J\[uhamad  concealed  the  dis- 
pleasure caused  him  by  this  indiscretion  of  the  Queen,  and 
did  not  refuse  her  request ;  but  he  now  clearly  perceived 
that  the  desire  of  the  Christians  was  to  embarrass  and 
restrain  him  by  the  perpetual  fomentation  of  that  internal 
discord  which  they  could  always  incite  to  a  flame  whenever 
they  might  find  it  convenient  to  do  so. 

A  few  days  after  this  visit,  conditions  of  peace  were 
established  between  the  King  of  Granada  and  King 
Alphonso,  when  it  was  determined  that  the  subjects  and 
vassals  of  either  sovereign  should  hold  unrestricted  intei'- 
course  with  those  of  the  other,  all  having  equal  freedom 
and  security.  INIuhamad  next  engaged  to  pay  a  certain 
sum  yearly  in  mitcales  of  gold,  as  the  redemption  of  that 
service  of  cavalrv  which  had  been  wont  to  be  furnished  to 
the  King  of  Castillo  by  his  father,  Aben  Alahmar.  In 
these  negociations  there  was  furthermore  introduced  a 
clause  to  the  eftect  that  the  rebel  Walies  should  be  granted 
a  year  of  truce,  as  had  been  requested  by  Queen  lolant, 
and  in  conformity  with  the  promise  which  King  Muhamad 
had  given  to  that  princess.  The  Granadine  monarch  then 
took  his  leave  of  King  Alphonso,  his  queen,  and  the  Infantes 
his  brothers,  who  all  held  him  in  the  highest  esteem.  The 
infant  Don  Filibo,  with  Don  Manuel  and  Don  Anric,  accom* 
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panied  liira  even  to  Marchena.  This  meeting  of  the  two 
kir.o-s  took  place  iu  the  moon  of  Eamazan,  and  iu  the 
year  671.* 


CHAP.  X.— The  king  of  geanada  sends  lettees  to  abtt  jttzef, 

KING  OF  TUNIS,  DESCRIBING  THE  STATE  OF  HIS  AFFAIRS.  ABU  JUZEF 
CROSSES  INTO  SPAIN.  HIS  FIRST  VICTORY.  DEATH  OF  THE  INFANT 
DON  SANCHO,  WHO  IS  SLAIN  AFTER  THE  BATTLE. 

KiKG-  Muhamad  arrived  in  Granada  not  a  little  dissatisfied 
with  the  negociations  concluded  Mith  the   Christians  ;  nor 
could   he   fail   to   be    displeased,    since    he    had   suffered 
the    opportunity   for    making  a  descent    on   Guadix    and 
Comares  to  escape    him :    he    was  now  compelled  to   wait 
an  entire  year  before  he  could  recommence  the  war  against 
his  rebel  Xeques,  while  they  had  all  that  time  for  the  repa- 
ration of  their  losses,  and  the  assembling  of  new  forces. 
Muhamad  furthermore  perceived  that  it  was  the  intention 
of  Alphonso  Ben  Eerdeland  to  give  his  aid  to  the  insurgents 
when  the  truce  had  expired,  the  King  of  Castille  having  a 
manifest  interest  in  the  maintenance  of  the  civil  war.     The 
sovereign  of  Granada  could  not  but  feel  discontented  as  he 
considered  that  while  he  had  composed  and  set  at  rest  aU 
the  discords  of  the  Christians,  they  had  done  their  utmost 
to  keep  him  involved  in  the  disadvantages  of  his  domestic 
troubles ;  nay,  had  even  rendered  it  impossible  for  him  to 
bring  those  disquietudes  to  an  end,  without  coming  to  a 
violent  resolution  from  which  he  well  foresaw  that   many 
evils  must  result.      This  last  was  nevertheless   the  decision 
at  which  the  king  ultimately  arrived.       Resolving  all  these 
matters  in  his   thoughts,  he   set  aside  every  consideration 
but  that  of  the  wrong  which  he  had  suflered  in  the  treaty 
just    concluded,    and    despatched   his    messengers  to   Abu 
Juzef,  King  of  Morocco,  with  letters  wherein  he  described 
the   state  of  things  then  afflicting  his  kingdom  :  he  insisted 
more  especially  on  the  evils    caused  him  by  the   rebellion 
of  the  AValies,  who  devastated  his  territories  and  debilitated 
the  state  to  such  an  extent,  that  the  forces  of  Andalusia 

*  A.D.  1273— Conde. 
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were  daily  diminialiinp:,  ululo  ilio  very  existence  of  Islam  was 
maintained  in  the  enuntry  solely  by  the  eare  and  in^eniiitv 
with  whieh  the  marhinaliona  ol'  the  (.'hristiau  powers  had 
hitherto  been  withstood.  J  To  added  that  the  divisions  re- 
sullinj^  from  the  faetiitus  obstinaey  of  the  rebel  Xeques 
rendered  it  impossible  fur  him  to  assemble  troops  in  sidli- 
cient  numbers  for  the  cffeetual  opposition  of  the  common 
(^nemy,  and  eoneluded  by  declaring  that  the  liopci  of  all 
Andalusia  now  reposed  on  King  Abu  Juzef  himself,  from 
whom  alone  they  could  expect  to  receive  the  succours 
so  much  needed,  but  with  whose  aid  he  did  not  doubt  that 
all  Andalusia  would  speedily  bo  restored  to  Islam.  Mu- 
hamad  furthermore  announced  his  resolution  to  give  up 
his  ports  of  Tarifa  and  Algezira  Alhadra,  for  the  greater 
convenience  of  King  Juzefs  debarkation,  permitting  him 
to  place  a  garrison  of  his  own  people  in  eacla  of  those  for- 
tresses, and  ofiering  them  to  serve  as  the  magazines  for  his 
provisions  and  munitions  of  war. 

The  King  of  Morocco  received  tliese  letters  with  extreme 
satisfaction,  and  he  replied  without  delay,  accepting  the 
offers  of  King  Muhamad,  and  instantly  afterwards  despatch- 
ing a  body  of  seventeen  thousand  men  to  receive  possession  of 
the  prollered  towns,  Abu  Juzef  took  measures  at  the  same 
time  for  the  preparation  of  an  army  with  which  he  resolved 
to  cross  the  strait  in  person. 

All  Spain  was  filled  with  terror  at  the  intelligence,  which 
was  soon  rumoured  abroad,  of  the  African  sovereign's 
expected  arrival ;  the  insurgent  Walies  of  Malaga,  Guadix, 
and  Comares,  were  especially  alarmed,  nothing  doubting 
but  that  the  first  blow  would  fall  on  them:  they 
made  haste  to  offer  terms  of  accommodation  to  King 
Muhamad,  therefore,  and  he  did  not  refuse  to  accede  to 
their  wishes ;  but  the  troops  of  Abu  Juzef  were  mean- 
while marching  on  the  territory  of  Malaga  as  they  had 
been  commanded  to  do  by  the  Ameer. 

Some  few  days  later,  the  King  of  Morocco  himself  dis- 
embarked with  a  large  body  of  cavalry,  and  with  infantry 
in  such  numbers  that  this  latter  part  of  his  army  required 
a  considerable  time  to  cross  the  strait.  The  Walies  of  King 
Muhamad  went  forth  to  receive  the  African  monarch,  and 
accompanied  him  till  they  had  conducted  the  guest  to^^the  pre- 
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sence  of  their  soTereign.  Abii  Juzef  then  set  himself  to 
effect  an  entire  reconciliation  between  King  Muhamad  and 
the  rebel  Xeqiies,'but  he  reproached  the  latter  for  the  injuries 
they  had  inflicted  on  Islam,  and  admonished  tliem  to  beware 
for  the  future  of  a  division  so  prejudicial  to  the  Moslemah 
interests  :  lie  advised  them  to  remain  thenceforward  in  due 
allegiance  to  their  sovereign,  the  King  of  Granada,  who  could 
not  maintain  his  states  against  the  Christian  powers  without 
the  union  and  obedience  of  all  his  provinces. 

A  council  was  then  held,  in  which  the  most  advisable 
means  for  entering  on  the  territory  of  the  Cliristian  was  in  long 
discussion :  it  was  at  length  decided  that  Abu  Juzef  should 
make  an  incursion  on  the  Comarcas  of  Seville,  commencing 
by  the  destruction  of  the  grovring  crops  in  the  district'  of 
Ecija.  King  Muhamad,  with  certain  companies  of  Arabian 
horse,  commanded  by  the  Generals  Yahye  and  Osman, 
brothers  of  considerable  reputation  for  valour  and  ability, 
■was  then  to  fall  upon  the  territory  of  Jaen,  while  the 
"VYalies  of  Malaga.  Guadix,  and  Comares,  were  directed  to 
make  an  irruption  on  the  Comarcas  of  Cordova. 

Then  the  Christians,  filled  with  terror,  as  hath  been 
related  above,  by  the  arrival  of  Abu  Juzef,  sent  the  voice  of 
appeal  throughout  their  borders ;  they  called  the  whole 
force  of  the  land  into  action,  and  every  part  of  Spain  was 
soon  in  movement.  The  Infidel  armies  were  not  slow  to 
assemble,  and  the  brave  Zaim,  Don  Nunio,  who  held 
command  on  the  frontier,  marched  at  once  from  Ecija,  near 
which  city  he  encountered  the  Moslemah  force.  Don 
Nunio' s  army  consisted  of  the  flower  of  the  Christian 
cavalry,  with  a  well-appointed  body  of  foot-soldiers  ;  the 
banners  of  the  two  forces  were  presently  arrayed  against 
each  other,  and  whether  impelled  by  a  fatality  which  was  not 
to  be  evaded,  or  escited  by  the  rash  confidence  and  vain 
presumption  of  a  leader  accustomed  to  prevail,  Don 
Nunio,  although  he  perceived  that  the  numbers  of  Abu 
Juzef  s  army  doubled  that  of  his  own,  thought  he  could  not 
refuse  the  battle,  save  at  the  cost  of  his  honour :  he  there- 
fore commanded  that  the  Moslemah  should  be  attacked 
without  delay.  I 

Abu  Juzuf  ordered  his  cavalry  to  advance  in  like  manner ; 
the_ earth  trembling  beneath  the  rush  of  the  combatants, 
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while  the  air  irsouiulod  witli  tlic  fearful  tumult  of  their 
battle  cries,  niiiii^liiii,' \vitli  the  dee))  llumdcr  of  tlu'  Atain- 
bores  and  tlie  claut^ourof  truinpcts. 

The  Alarabians  extended  their  line  of  battle  as  they  joined 
the  foe,  and  sueeeedcnl  in  surrouiidiiiij;  the  Cliristian  tro()i)S; 
those  inildeis  fought  with  extraordinary  valour,  but  unable 
to  break  the  ranka  of  the  JMoslemaii,  they  were  defeated, 
none  escaping  with  life,  some  few  only  excepted  wiio  took 
their  flight  to  the  neighbouring  city  of  Ecija.  Don  Nuuio 
himself  died  lighting  with  the  bravery  of  a  lion,  but  not 
before  his  lance  had  inflicted  death  on  many  valiant 
]\roslemah.  Of  the  Christians  more  than  eight  thousand 
left  their  corpses  on  the  Held  ;  tliat  of  the  General  Don  Nunio 
being  among  the  number,  as  we  have  said.  This  important 
victory  was  gained  at  the  commencement  of  the  year  072.* 

Abu  Juzef  now  sent  the  head  of  the  Christian  General 
Don  Nunio  to  Mohamad  King  of  Granada,  with  a  letter 
wherein  he  related  all  the  circumstances  of  the  battle,  and 
described  the  glorious  vengeance  which  had  been  taken  by 
Islam  :  the  African  monarch  therewith  added  that  he  had  sent 
jNIuhamad  the  head  of  the  Infidel  commander,  but  declared 
that  he  would  rather  have  presented  him  that  Christian 
alive  and  in  chains. 

Now  Muhamad  could  not  but  rejoice  greatly  at  tlie 
triumph  thus  obtained  by  the  Moslemah  army ;  yet  he 
gave  manifest  evidence  of  the  grief  of  soul  which  was  caused 
to  him  by  the  death  of  Don  Nunio  :  when  the  dissevered 
head  was  brought  into  his  presence,  he  turned  his  eyes 
from  that  affecting  spectacle,  and  covering  his  face  with  his 
bauds,  he  exclaimed,  "  Guala !  0  my  faithful  friend  !  this 
bast  thou  not  deserved  at  my  hands  !  "  And  it  was  true 
that  Don  Nunio  had  indeed  entertained  a  devoted  friend- 
ship for  the  King  of  Granada,  and  had  ever  honoured 
him  greatly.     "When  Muhamad  was  in  Cordova  and  Seville 

*  Or  rather  675.  This  is  one  of  the  instances  wherein  the  work  of 
our  author  has  suffered  to  a  considerable  extent  by  his  premature  death. 
The  best  authorities  assign  tlie  year  675  as  the  date  of  Abu  Juzef  s 
arrival  in  Spain,  and  Conde  himself  Las  also  given  this  date  as  the 
period  of  his  first  expedition  to  that  country  in  the  sort  of  summary 
which  he  has  added  to  a  previous  part  of  the  work  before  us.  (See 
Part  3,  Chap.  58,  p.  99.— 2>-.) 
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he  Avas  constantly  accompanied  by  Don  JSTunio,  who  bad  been 
bis  guest  at  tbe  court  of  Granada,  and  bad  never  ceased  to  give 
bim  proofs  of  affection.  Mubamad  therefore  commanded  that 
tbe  head  should  be  embalmed  and  placed  in  a  precious  casket 
of  silver,  which  being  done,  he  sent  it  with  an  honourable 
escort  to  Cordova,  there  to  receive  a  suitable  interment. 

On  tbe  day  following  the  battle  which  hath  been  thus 
described,  the  King  of  Morocco,  Abu  Juzef,  commenced 
operations  for  laying  siege  to  Medina  Ecija  ;  but  that  city  was 
so  well  defended  by  tbe  Christian  garrison,  that  his  Alarabian 
troops  dared  not  to  approach  the  walls  after  their  first  assault, 
in  which  they  had  suffered  heavily  from  the  cross-bows  of  the 
Infidel.  This  compelled  Abu  Juzef  to  fix  his  camp  at  a 
greater  distance  from  the  city ;  but  be  despatched  his  light 
companies  flir  and  wide  through  the  land,  extending  his 
incursions  over  all  the  Comarcas  of  Cordova.  He  crossed 
the  Guadalquiver  and  drove  off  all  tbe  flocks,  which  the 
Christian,,  expecting  the  onslaught  of  the  Almogavares,  had 
pastured  on  the  fui-tber  bank  of  that  river.  The  King  of 
Morocco  then  removed  his  camp  to  a  position  between 
Eicja  and  Palma. 

Mubamad,  King  of  Granada,  bad  meanwhile  entered  with 
a  powerful  army  on  the  territory  of  Jaen ;  he  ravaged  the 
whole  district  of  tbe  Harf  and  of  Martos,  which  be  laid 
totally  waste,  after  [plundering  every  pasture  of  its  flocks, 
and  taking  captive  many  women  and  children.  The  king 
was  then  joined  by  the  "VValies  of  Malaga,  Guadix,  and 
Comares,,  with  tlie  generals  commanding  the  districts  of 
Andarax  and  Baza.  These  last,  with  the  companies  of 
African  soldiery  led  by  the  brothers  Tahye  and  Osman, 
remained  in  the  vicinity  of  Martos  to  guard  tbe  vast  spoils 
and  riches  which  the  Moslemah  force  had  obtained. 

JS'ow  tbe  Christians  assembled  from  Tolaytola,  Cala- 
trava,  and  other  parts  of  Spain,  were  commanded  by  tbe 
Prince  Don  Sancbo,*  and  tbe  latter  had  no  sooner  been  made 
acquainted  with  tbe  immense  force  with  which  the  African 

*  This  Don  Sancho  is  called  by  some  of  the  Spanish  chroniclers,  as 
well  as  those  of  Arabia,  the  younger  son  of  Alphonso  X. ;  but  he  must 
in  that  case  have  been  a  natural  son  of  that  monarch,  since  the  second 
son  of  Alphonso,  Sancho  the  Valiant,  it  was,  who  succeeded  him  on  the 
throne,  and  of  whom  there  will  be  question  hereafter. — Tr. 

TOL.  III.  N 


178  DOMINION  OF  TlIK  AliABS  IN    SPAIN.         [a.D.   1275. 

soycreip;n  IkuI  i^ntcrod  Spain,  llinii  lir  IniriMtil  to  iho  field 
with  all  tlio  ardour  of  a  youth  but  slif^^htly  cxpcricucod  in 
matters  ot"  warfare.  Enfj;c'r  for  p;l(»ry,  J)on  Saiicho  forthwith 
advanced  with  Ids  cavalry,  and  too  impatient  lo  wait  for  tho 
arrival  of  his  whole  force,  he  attacked  the  IVIoslemah  army 
with  indescribable  impetuosity  ;  but  the  Alarabian  horso 
succeeded  in  surrounding  his  cavaliers,  whom  they  de- 
stroyed with  their  lances  to  the  last  man.  The  prince, 
bi'iug  known  by  his  vestmoiits,  was  taken  alive ;  when  tho 
Africans  would  have  sent  him  to  their  King  Abu  Juzef, 
but  tho  Arrayaces,  or  Captains  of  Andarax  and  Baza,  de- 
manded that  he  should  be  made  over  to  their  sovereign, 
Midiamad  of  Granada.  A  contention  therefore  arose  as  to 
which  of  these  parties  had  the  best  riglit  to  the  prisoner, 
and  to  whom  be  should  be  sent:  the  Africans  ascribed  the 
victory  to  themselves  with  great  arrogance,  and  contempt- 
uously declared  that  but  for  their  arrival  and  assistance  the 
Granadincs  would  never  have  seen  the  waters  of  the 
Guadalquiver.  Oflended  at  these  remarks,  the  Andalusians 
turned  tlieir  horses,  and  a  fierce  combat  was  about  to 
commence,  when  the  Arraiz,*  Aben  Anasir,  who  was  of  the 
royal  house  of  Granada,  spurred  his  charger  against  the 
captive  prince,  Don  Sancho,  and  piercing  him  through  the 
heart  witli  his  lance,  he  exclaimed,  "  God  will  not  permit 
that  the  lives  of  so  many  good  cavaliers  as  are  here  should 
be  lost  for  a  dog  such  as  this."  The  unfortunate  Sancho 
fell  dead  to  the  earth ;  and  his  destroyers,  having  cut  off  the 
head  and  right  hand  of  their  victim,  divided  these  terrible 
spoils  between  them,  the  Africans  bearing  off  the  head,  and 
the  Andalusians  taking  the  hand,  with  its  ring,  for  their 
part. 

On  the  following  day,  the  Christians  appeared  in  view  of 
the  ^Moslemah  force;  they  were  led  bvAlphonsoBen  Herando,t 
King  of  Castille,  and  burning  to  avenge  the  death  of  Don 
Sanclioj  those  Infidels  attacked  the  children  of  the  Eaith  with 
infinite  fnry.  The  battle,  which  was  fought  near  the  fortress  of 
Assahara,  proved  an  obstinate  and  sanguinary  engagement, 

*  Arraiz  :  chief,  or  captain.  J  Ferdinand. 

§  Whom  Alcoddai,  Alchatib  of  Seville,  calls  the  son  of  Alphonso. — 
Conde.     (See  note,  p.  177.) 
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large  numbers  perishing  on  botli  sides  ;  but  tbe  IMoblemali 
maintained  themselves  and  saved  their  camp  :  the 
Christians  could  not  succeed  in  forcing  it ;  nor  ,  were  the 
latter  able  to  prevent  their  adversaries  from  retiring  -nith 
their  prey,  which  aU  tlie  efforts  of  the  Infidel  did  not  avail 
to  recover. 


CHAP.    XI. — Treaty    of    abu  jfzef,   king  of  moeocco,  with 

ALPHONSO,  KING  OF  CASTILLE.  THE  LATTER  BESIEGES  ALGKZIEAS 
EESULT  OF  THE  SIEGE.  NEW  TREATY  BETWEEN  ALPHONSO  AND  AETI 
JUZEF.  INTERVIEW  OF  THE  EING  01'  GRANADA  WITH  THE  PRINCE 
DON  SANCHO.  THE  FATHER  OF  THE  LATTEE  TAKES  ARMS  AGAIXST 
HIJT.      ALPHONSO  DIES. 

The  King  of  Morocco,  Abu  Juzef,  was  meanwhile  extending 
his  incursions  through  the  Coraarcas  of  Seville  ;  but  liaving 
received  intelligence  to  the  effect  Vaat  his  Christian  oppo- 
nents were  assembling  a  large  army,  which  they  had  gathered 
from  all  their  provinces,  while  they  were  prepnring  ships 
with  the  purpose  of  impeding  his  return  to  Africa,  he 
retreated  towards  Algezira  Alhadra,  with  a  rich  booty  of 
captives  and  flocks.  JS'ow  the  barks  of  the  Christians  were 
cruising  in  the  narrow  strait  which  separated  the  Moslemah 
from  their  own  country,  and  it  was  not  possible  for  them  to 
pass  to  the  opposite  shores ;  but  the  large  force  of  Abu 
Juzef  had  begun  to  suffer  from  scarcity  of  provisions,  and 
fearful  of  seeing  them  reduced  to  greater  emergencies, 
the  African  monarch  entered  into  uegociation  witli  King 
Alphonso,  concluding  a  treaty  with  that  sovereign,  whereby 
he  agreed  to  a  truce  of  two  years.  That  affiiir  was 
arranged  to  the  great  satisfaction  of  Abu  Juzef  and 
Alphonso,  but  very  much  to  the  displeasure  of  Muhamad, 
King  of  Granada,  to  whom  Abu  .Tuzef  had  made  no  com- 
munication of  his  designs  in  that  matter,  neither  had  he 
taken  counsel  with  King  Muhamad ;  and  this  was  a  mode 
of  proceeding  whicli  tlie  latter  had  not  ezpected  from  the 
nobility  attributed  to  the  character  of  the  African 
monarch. 

The  "Walies  of  Malaga  and  Guadix  being  made  acquainted 
with  the  treaty  thus  concluded   between  Abu  Juzef  and 
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the  Chrlstiiuis,  ri'tired  to  their  cities,  and  bo  of  Malaga 
onco  more  altaclu'd  liimsclf  to  the  party  ot"  Alplionso, 
oxcusiutif  liiinself  for  his  lato  obodionco  to  his  own  sove- 
reign by  alleging  that  he  had  been  eoinpelh^d  thereto  by 
the  power  of  the  King  Abu  .hizef,  and  declaring  the  forces 
he  coiniiKindetl  to  be  now  ready  for  actioTi  as  Alplionso 
should  direct,  while  lie  was  hiiiiseU"  as  fully  disposed  to  pay 
obedience  as  heretofore  to  that  monarch. 

The  King  of  (iranada  then  turned  his  thoughts  to  the 
fortiHcation  of  his  frontiers ;  ho  put  his  people  in  tlio  best 
state  of  defence  that  could  be  devised,  clearly  perceiving 
that  he  must  not  confide  in  Abu  Juzef,  who  desired  nothing 
more  than  the  furtherance  of  his  own  interests,  and,  forget- 
ting the  friendship  which  existed  between  himself  and 
Muhamad,  had  returned  tlie  generous  liberality  of  the 
Granadino  king  by  the  coldest  disregard  to  all  tliat  did  not 
aft'ect  his  own  designs.  At  a  word,  Muhamad  was  convinced 
by  every  occurrence  passing  around  him  that  man  can 
safely  confide  in  his  Creator  alone.  He  is  indeed  the  true 
protector.  More  tlian  all  did  the  king  grieve  for  the]  sur- 
render which  he  had  made  of  the  two  ports  of  Algezira 
Alhadra  and  Tarifa,  seeing  that  they  were  indeed  the  keys 
of  his  kingdom. 

Two  years  now  passed  without  open  war,  although  there 
liad  been  occasional  irruptions  on  the  Christian  frontier  by 
the  troops  of  Alarabia  and  the  Grrauadines,  while  the 
Infidel  had  not  failed  to  make  his  appearance  from  time  to 
time  within  the  Moslemah  frontier.  King  Muhamad  had 
meanwhile  occupied  his  thoughts  with  the  preparation  of 
all  things  needful  for  the  re-commencement  of  the  strife,  and 
in  these  cares  he  was  powerfully  aided  by  his  first  Vizier, 
Aziz  Ben  Aly  Ben  Abdelmenam,  of  Denia,  with  whom  he 
furthermore  employed  the  moments  of  his  leisure  in  conver- 
sations concerning  poetry  and  eloquence,  wherein  Aziz  Ben 
Aly  was  highly  accomplished.  There  was,  indeed,  a  remark- 
able resemblance  between  Muhamad,  King  of  Granada,  and 
his  Vizier;  they  were  of  the  same  age,  and  were  both 
endowed  with  the  most  noble  qualities.  Learning  and 
genius  were  added  to  mildness  of  character  and  elevation  of 
taste  in  eacli,  and  all  the  virtues  seem  to  have  concurred  for 
the  ornament  of  those  distinguished  friends.      They  were 
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men  siugidarlj  alike  in  their  personal  appearance :  very 
frequent  were  the  conferences  which  they  held  together, 
but  to  these  they  not  unfrequently  admitted  others  of  the 
eminent  men  of  Andalusia.  The  Alcazar  of  the  king  was 
indeed  open  to  all  whose  merit  had  won  them  distinction, 
whether  as  philosophers,  physicians,  astronomers,  or  sages 
in  any  other  of  the  sciences. 

About  this  time  the  King  Alphonso  of  Castille  besieged 
the  port  of  Algezira  Alhadra  by  land  and  sea ;  the  blockade 
was  maintained  by  his  chiefs  with  extraordinary  rigour,  and 
his  land  forces  assailed  the  place  with  engines  and  machines 
for  casting  missives,  which  allowed  the  defenders  to  take 
no  repose  day  or  night.  The  Moslemah  made  not  a  few 
sallies,  in  which  they  fought  bravely  with  the  troops  of  the 
Christian  king,  and  there  were  sanguinary  skirmishes 
which  caused  a  vast  effusion  of  blood  on  either  side.  The 
armed  galleys  of  the  Castillian  sovereign  permitting  no 
provisions  to  approach  the  port,  a  scarcity  of  food  soon 
made  itself  felt  in  Algezira  Alhadra,  but  at  the  same  time 
the  galleys  of  the  Tnfidel  were  also  in  want  of  provisions, 
which  began  to  fail  in  the  camp  of  the  besiegers  likewise  : 
a  diminution  of  their  zeal  was  suffered  to  appear  on  the 
part  of  the  latter  as  the  siege  became  prolonged  :  the  crews 
of  the  galleys  in  particular  fell  sick  from  the  effects  of  their 
many  hardships  and  privations,  insomuch  that  they  were 
compelled  to  leave  their  barks  in  great  numbers,  encamping 
on  the  island  and  leaving  the  galleys  almost  undefended. 

The  King  Abu  Juzef  was  then  in  Africa,  but  his  spies 
having  made  him  acquainted  with  the  negligence  beginning 
to  prevail  among  the  Christians,  and  with  the  abandoned  cofe- 
dition  of  their  barks,  Abu  Juzef  caused  fourteen  large 
galleys,  well  armed  and  fitted  with  chosen  crews  of  determined 
men,  to  sail  from  the  port  of  Tangiers,  commanding  that 
force  to  fall  on  the  Christian  armada  as  speedily  and 
suddenly  as  could  be  contrived :  they  were  then  to  burn 
the  ships  with  all  that  was  in  them  ;  and  this  was  efiected 
accordingly,  affording  a  joyful  spectacle  to  the  besieged  in 
Algezira  Alhadra,  while  it  filled  the  hearts  of  the  Christian 
assailants  with  rage  and  despair. 

The  African  Moslemah  next  resolved  on  a  debarcation,  and 
found  to  their  surprise  so  little  opposition  on  the  part  of  the 
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Christian  liost  that  nil  wore  cnablfil  lo  make  good  tlioir 
lamliuf^.  Tlu'v  tlu-u  sii'w  every  man  on  uliom  tl\c'y  eould 
lay  their  hands,  and  burnt  the  huts  wliieh  tiie  Infidels  had 
constructed  on  the  shore  for  the  reception  of  their  sick. 
Thus -was  Ali^ezira  Alhadra  delivered  by  the  lielp  of  Allali 
when  on  the  point  of  being  lost:  a  very  ainall  band  of  llie 
Mosleniah  aruiy  succeeded  in  destroying  the  enemies  of  the 
Faith,  and  did  so  greatly  change  the  condition  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  place  that  they  may  be  said  to  have  passed  from 
the  oppressive  anguish  of  night  to  the  free  breath  of  the  day. 
That  event  took  place  on  the  ISth  of  the  moon  of  Ilebie 
Primera,  in  the  year  G7S.  The  Christian  fugitives  from  the 
camp  soon  afterwards  arrived  in  Medina  Seville  with  hearts 
full  of  terror  and  dismay. 

Intelligence  of  this  victory  was  speedily  borne  to  tlie 
King  of  Morocco,  and  Abu  Juzef,  highly  satisfied,  repaired 
with  all  haste  to  Algezira  Alhadra,  which  he  caused  to  be 
amply  supplied  with  provisions  of  every  kind,  and  munitions 
of  war  in  vast  abundance.  The  African  furthermore  com- 
manded that  a  new  city  should  be  founded  on  the  spot 
which  bad  served  as  the  site  of  the  Christian  camp,  remain- 
ing for  a  considerable  time  at  Algezira,  to  the  intent  that 
he  might  superintend  the  commencement  of  the  works  in 
person.  The  King  of  Castille  then  perceiving  that  fortune 
was  not  favourable  to  his  undertakings  at  that  moment, 
wrote  letters  to  Abu  Juzef  King  of  Tunis,  in  which  he 
proposed  conditions  of  peace ;  and  their  treaty  was  concluded 
accordingly. 

Muhamad,  King  of  Granada,  tlien  marched  on  the  frontier 
of  the  Christians,  which  he  crossed  near  Martos,  driving  off 
the  flocks  of  the  Comarcas,  and  devastating  the  whole 
territory  of  Ecija,  as  well  as  that  of  Cordova.  Nor  did 
Alphouso  delay  the  assemblage  of  his  troops,  and  being 
determined  to  lead  the  army  in  person,  he  left  his  capital 
for  that  purpose.  Arrived  at  Alcala  de  Aben  Zayde,  the 
Christian  king  was  attacked  by  a  malady  of  the  eyes,  which 
prevented  his  further-  progress,  and  he  resigned  the  com- 
mand of  the  force  he  had  assembled  to  his  son,  the  Prince 
Don  Sancho,  who  made  irruptions  on  the  iieighbouring 
district,  of  which  he  destroyed  the  olive  gardens  and  vine 
grounds. 
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King  Muhamad  now  caused  an  ambush  to  be  laid  in  the 
vicinity  of  Hisn  Moclin,  giving  directions  to  his  troops  on 
the  frontier  to  the  effect  that  they  should  retire  before  the 
enemy  until  they  had  attracted  the  latter  towards  the 
fortress  of  Moclin,  where  his  ambush  lay.  Tliis  was  effected 
as  he  had  desired :  the  Cliristians  mistook  that  which  was 
but  stratagem  for  fligbt,  and  followed  the  supposed  fugitives 
eagerly  with  all  the  confidence  of  security.  AVhen  bis 
enemy  had  reached  the  appointed  spot,  Muhamad  fell  upon 
the  imaginary  victors  witb  irresistible  impetuosity,  and  in  that 
carnage  the  followers  of  the  Cross  perished  almost  to  a  man, 
many  of  their  piincipal  cavaliers  being  among  the  numbers 
of  the  slain.  More  than  two  thousand  eight  hundred 
corpses  were  left  on  the  field  of  slaughter  as  a  feast  f(^r  the 
birds  of  prey  and  the  beasts  of  the  forest.  The  Moslemah  then 
pursued  the  flying  remnant  with  their  lances  in  the  necks  of 
those  who  sought  to  save  their  lives  by  the  swiftness  of 
their  steeds,  and  whom  they  followed  even  to  tlie  Infidel 
camp.  The  Prince  Don  Sancho  gave  many  a  proof  of 
kniglitly  valour  on  that  day ;  he  was  constantly  seen 
fighting  in  the  van  of  his  army  and  with  the  bravery  of  a 
lion ;  but  the  King  of  Granada  compelled  him  to  retire 
within  the  frontier  of  his  father's  territories.  These 
events  occurred  in  the  commencement  of  the  year  G79. 

In  the  following  year,  the  Infidels,  resolved  to  take 
vengeance,  appeared  in  the  Vega  of  Granada  with  a 
powerful  army ;  but  tlie  King  Muhamad  was  fully 
])repared  to  receive  them.  He  marched  with  a  well-appointed 
army  of  fifty  thousand  men,  and  advancing  towards  the 
enemy  with  the  flower  of  that  vast  force,  he  gave  them 
battle.  In  the  sanguinary  contest  which  then  ensued,  the 
Prince  Don  Sancho,  although  giving  evidence  of  his  usual 
bravery,  and  no  less  clearly  exhibiting  his  mastery  of  the 
arts  of  war,  was  nevertheless  compelled  to  yield  the  ground, 
and  with  a  heavy  loss  he  once  more  retreated  within  the 
Castillian  frontiers. 

Now  Don  Sancho  had  for  some  time  been  at  variance 
with  the  King  of  Castille,  his  father,  and  the  Prince  now 
sent  letters  to  Muhamad,  King  of  Granada,  offering  his 
friendship  to  that  sovereign,  and  proposing  that  they 
should  form  an  alliance  against  all  the  world.     He  further- 
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■more  rosic^nod  lo  Mohamad  iho  fortress  of  Arenas,  ■\vliicli 
hail  been  taken  from  llie  Moslemali  bv  Kinc;  Alphonso. 
Tho  Granaiiine  sovereign  and  Don  Saneho  then  met  at 
Priegti  in  consequence  of  tlic  letters  here  referred  to,  and 
there  tliey  diseonrscd  eaeh  •with  oilier  as  men  Avho  have  lon<j; 
been  friends.  Tlie  jiroposrd  treat}'  of  ullianee  was  concerted 
between  thera,  and  eonfirmed  by  each  party :  all  these 
things  being  well  arranged,  the  two  2')rnicea  separated, 
both  intent  on  preparing  for  the  war  on  which  they  proposed 
to  enter. 

A¥hcn  King  Alphonso  was  made  aeqnaintcd  with  the 
interview  demanded  by  his  son  from  the  K  ing  of  Granada,  and 
of  tlie  tivaty  wliich  had  been  ibrmed  between  them,  he 
became  greatly  alarmed  :  but,  to  neutralise  the  effects  of  that 
alliance  as  far  as  in  him  lay,  Alphonso  then  wrote  to 
Abu  Juzef,  King  of  Morocco,  entreating  the  aid  of  the 
African  monarch  against  his  I'cbcllious  son,  Don  Saucho. 
Abu  Juzef,  who  was  then  occupied  with  the  new  city  in 
conrse  of  progress  at  Algezira  Alhadra,  rc])lied  favourably 
to  that  demand ;  he  despatched  a  strong  body  of  cavalry  to 
the  assistance  of  King  Alphonso,  and  followed  himself 
immediately  afterwards  \Wth  an  equal  force  of  foot  soldiers. 
The  African  and  Castillian  armies  thus  united,  proceeded 
against  Don  Saneho,  who  fortified  himself  in  INledina  Cordova: 
the  prince  was  then  besieged  for  the  space  of  a  month 
by  King  Alphonso  and  Abu  Juzef,  who  attacked  the  place 
with  machines  and  engines  of  war,  that  were  capable  of 
launching  thunders ;  but  Don  Saneho  defended,  himself 
well,  and  they  could  not  produce  any  effectual  impression. 

At  the  end  of  a  month  from  the  commencement  of 
the  siege,  Abu  Juzef  and  the  King  of  Castillo  received 
intelligence  to  the  effect  that  Midiamad,  King  of  Granada, 
was  advancing  against  them  with  all  his  power.  They  then 
raised  the  siege,  and  proceeded  to  make  an  irruption  on  the 
territories  of  Andujar  and  Jaen.  Near  Medina  Ubeda  the 
forces  of  the  two  kings  encountered  those  of  Muhamad, 
when  a  battle  ensued,  in  which  the  cavalry  of  the  King  of 
Granada  obtained  the  advantage,  compelling  Alphonso  and 
Abu  Juzef  to  retire  before  they  had  succeeded  in  either 
occupying  the  city  or  fortress,  neither  could  they  make  any 
booty,  whether  of  captives  or  flocks.     Then   the   King  of 
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Morocco  determined  to  return  to  Algezira  Alhadra,  and 
he  left  Alphonso  King  of  Castille,  who  was  also  compelled 
to  retire  tc  Seville.  Abu.  Juzef  soon  afterwards  left  Algezira 
Alhadra,  and  departed  for  Africa,  repairing  to  Medina 
Tangiers. 

The  desire  of  rengeance  for  his  late  defeats,  with  the 
repeated  entreaties  of  the  King  Alphonso,  sufficed  never- 
theless to  prevnil  on  the  African  sovereign  once  more  to 
appear  with  his  army  in  Andalusia.  He  assembled  new 
troops  of  cavalry  and  infantry  wherewith  to  make  war  on 
Kinof  Muhamad  and  the  Prince  Don  Sancho,  and  in  that 
expedition  Abu  Juzef  was  accompanied  by  his  son,  Abu 
Jakoub.  They  both  repaired  to  Seville,  where  they  were 
received  and  entertained  with  much  honour  by  King 
Alphonso,  with  whom  they  then  concerted  measures  for 
carrying  on  the  war.  The  result  of  these  deliberations 
was  that  Abu  Juzef  should  fall  on  the  territories  of  Muhamad, 
King  of  Granada,  witli  a  portion  of  his  own  forces,  and  one 
thousand  Christian  cavaliers  from  the  army  of  King 
Alphonso.  These  troops  marching  forth  accordingly,  were 
met  by  those  of  the  Prince  Don  Sancho  at  no  great  distance 
from  Cordova,  where  the  prince  was  defeated,  and  compelled 
to  retire  within  the  walls  of  the  city.  In  the  pui'suit  the 
Christian  troops  of  King  Alphonso  took  several  prisoners, 
whom  they  sent  to  Seville,  and  with  them  the  heads  of  many 
among  the  principal  cavaliers  of  the  party  of  Don  Sancho, 
who  had  been  slain  in  the  battle :  at  sight  of  these  trophies 
the  King  of  Castille  rejoiced  greatly.  ■ 

King  Muhamad  of  Granada  now  marched  fortli  in  his 
turn  against  Abu  Juzef,  to  whom,  and  to  the  Christians  sent 
by  King  Alphonso,  there  had  now  joined  himself  [the  rebel 
Wali  of  Malaga,  Abu  Muhamad  Abdallah,  Neither  Juzef 
nor  his  auxiliaries  could  venture  to  join  their  enemies  in 
battle,  power  against  power ;  they  contented  themselves 
with  skirmishes,  which  were  frequently  very  obstinate 
conflicts,  but  avoided  all  occasions  of  coming  to  a  pitched 
battle ;  nor  w^ere  the  main  bodies  of  either  host  ever 
engaged. 

fe  Now  the  Christians  who  were  with  the  army  of  Abu  Juzef 
would  fain  have  delivered  all  to  fire  and  the  sword,  as  they 
proceeded  on  their  march,  but  the  King  of  Morocco  would 
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not  iHTiiiit  tluMU  to  do  so,  dosirinp;  to  carry  on  the  war  with 
ns  little  iiijurv  to  the  land  as  nii^lit  bo  ])ossibk'.  It  thus 
chaiicod  that  the  Christian  cavuliors,  anj^ry  and  iiiipaticut 
under  tho  restrictions  thus  imposed  on  them,  retired  from 
the  ftn'ce  and  retm-ned  to  Seville,  where  they  succeeded  in 
filling  the  mind  ot"  Alphouso  witii  suspicions  of  Abu  Juzcf's 
siueerity,  insomuch  that  the  friendship  which  had  appeared  to 
subsist  between  the  two  nionarchs  beeanie  iiuieh  diminished  ; 
Alphon.so's  previous  conddence  in  the  good  will  of  Abu 
Juzef  being  exchanged  for  doubt  and  mistrust.  His 
cavaliers  informed  him  that  the  King  of  Morocco  had  refused 
to  permit  their  light  cavalry  to  devastate  the  ilelds  ;  content- 
ing himself  with  despoiling  them  of  their  products  and  driving 
ofl'  their  flocks.  They  added,  that  he  would  in  like  manner 
not  sutTer  them  to  burn  the  villages,  or  slay  their  inhabi- 
tants ;  his  sole  desire  being  to  plunder  them  of  all  they 
possessed ;  whence  it  might  plainly  be  perceived,  as  they 
averred,  that  Abu  Juzef  did  not  make  war  upon  the  King 
of  Granada  with  a  willing  heart,  or,  in  any  case,  was  deeply 
intent  on  winninij  over  the  inhabitants  of  the  towns  to  his 
own  interests,  by  appearing  to  present  himself  as  their 
protector,  from  which  it  might  be  fairly  inferred  that  Abu 
Juzef  hoped  eventually  to  exalt  himself  to  the  sovereignty  of 
Andalusia. 

Permitting  his  judgment  to  be  influenced  by  tlie  relations 
tlms  given  him  by  his  cavaliers,  King  Alfonso  wrote  letters 
of  infinite  bitterness  to  Abu  Juzef,  declaring  that  he, 
Alphonso,  was  about  to  retire  from  Seville,  as  not  considering 
his  residence  in  that  city  to  be  any  longer  secure,  and 
unwilling  rashly  to  remain  in  the  near  neighbourhood  of  his 
enemies,  the  rather  because  he  knew  that  even  those  who 
bad  boasted  of  being  his  friends  had  abandoned  his  cause, 
or,  at  the  least,  were  neglecting  to  do  for  him  what  he  had  the 
right  to  expect  that  they  would  accomplish.  He  concluded 
by  observing  that  his  disappointment  was  the  greater,  inas- 
much as  that  it  had  never  entered  his  thoughts  to  fear 
ingratitude  or  perfidy  at  the  hands  of  Abu  Juzef. 

The  King  of  Morocco  was  much  amazed  at  the  distrust  of 
his  purposes  exhibited  by  Alphonso ;  and  being  then  on  the 
point  of  repairing  to  Algezira  Alhadra,  he  wrote  letters 
entreating  that  monarch  to  have  no  doubt  of  the  sincerity 
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of  his  designs,  nor  to  entertain  the  suspicion  that  he  pro- 
posed to  abandon  him,  which  Juzef  declared  that  he  never 
would  do  while  he  lived,  but  on  the  contrary,  would  perform 
whatever  in  him  lay  to  secure  the  triumph  of  Alphonso  over 
all  his  enemies,  and  enable  him  to  live  in  peace  and  tran- 
quillity. Abu  Juzef  then  adjured  the  King  of  Castillo  to 
remember  that  he,  the  King  of  Morocco,  was  of  the  race 
of  those  Kings  of  the  Beni  Meriues  who  prided  themselves 
above  all  things  on  the  generous  protection  which  they  were 
ever  wont  to  accord  to  their  friends,  and  which  they  carried 
so  far  as  even  to  lavish  their  own  lives  in  the  defence  of 
such  as  had  taken  shelter  under  the  faith  of  their  promise. 
The  King  of  Morocco  then  retired  to  Algezira  Alhadra, 
and  a  short  time  later  Alphonso  of  Castille  iell  sick,  when 
his  domestic  sorrows  having  greatly  aggravated  his  malady, 
the  days  of  his  life  came  to  a  close.  This  King  was  a  man 
of  good  sense  and  clear  understanding :  he  was  a  philosopher 
of  some  distinction,  skilled  in  the  mathematics,  and  an 
accomplished  astrologer.*  It  was  by  him  that  those  re- 
nowned astronomic  tables  were  composed  which  bear  his 
name,  and  are  called  the  Alphonsiue  Tables.  Humane, 
sincere,  and  of  kindly  disposition,  Alphonso  was  the  friend 
of  all  who  approached  him  :  he  lived  much  in  the  society  of 
learned  men,  and  whether  these  were  Christians,  Moslemah, 
or  Jews,  he  ever  received  them  with  distinguished  favour. 
Yet  his  reign  was  not  a  happy  one,  having  been  constantly 
troubled  either  by  his  brothers  or  sous,  who  excited  civil 
wars  against  him,  and  rarely  permitted  him  to  taste  an  hour 
of  repose. 


CHAP.   XII. — Congress  of  the  moslemah  kings  and    walies. 

DEATH  OF  ABU  JUZEF,  KING  OF  TUNIS.  DON  SANCHO  TAKES  THE 
CITY  OF  TAEIFA,  AFTEE  HAVING  BUENT  THE  SQUADRON  OF  ABU 
JAKOB. 

Alphonso,  King  of  Castille,  was  succeeded  in  his  states  by 
his  son,  the  Prince  Don  Sancho,  to  whom  Muhamad,  King 

*  Astronomer. 
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of  fJ-mnnda,  sent  an  embassy  of  conn;rafu1ation  inimpdiHtoly 
on  his  aoi'ossioTi.  All  the  citioa  of  (^astillr  acknowlecIc;ed 
l">ou  Saiu'ho  to  bcllioir  Idnrr,  and  took  llio  oatliof  allet^ianco  to 
liiin,  the  now  monarch  furlhcnuorc  strcni^jtlicniri!:;  his  posi- 
tion by  ('onfiriniii!^  iho  fricnd.ship  which  h(>  had  previously 
]irofcssed  lor  jMoliainad.  Kini^  of  Granada,  and  renewing 
his  treaties  with  that  sov(>reif;n. 

The  death  of  King  Alphonso  caused  mucli  regret  to  Abu 
Huzef,  Kins:  of  Tunis,  who  sent  letters  of  condolence  to 
Don  Sancho  by  the  hands  of  the  Arraiz  Abdelhac.  He 
gave  intimation  at  the  same  time  of  a  desire  to  be  at  peace 
with  Don  Sancho,  remarking  that  the  friend  of  the  king  his 
fiither  might  also  fittingly  be  the  friend  of  the  son,  now 
that  he  had  become  king  in  his  turn,  and  requesting  to  know 
on  what  terms  Don  Sancho  desired  that  they  should  stand 
together.  To  this  the  new  King  of  Castille  replied  as 
follows  :  — "  Say  to  your  lord,  that  up  to  the  present  time 
his  light-horsemen  have  not  ceased  to  devastate  my  terri- 
tories :  I  am  therefore  equally  disposed  either  to  the  sweet  or 
the  sour;*  let  him  choose  which  of  these  he  likes  best." 

A\'ith  this  reply  Abu  Juzef  was  much  offended.  He  sent 
liis  generals  an  order  to  fall  on  Sidonia,  Alcala,  and  Xeres, 
wlien  the  Africans  ravaged  those  Comarcas  without  mercy, 
and  devastated  the  land  as  might  a  devouring  tempest.  The 
King  Don  Sancho  then  assembled  a  large  force  on  his  part, 
the  cavalry  being  composed  of  Moslemali  as  well  as  Chris- 
tians :  with  these  troops  he  proceeded  against  Abu  Juzef, 
who  was  then  besieging  Medina  Xeres,  and  bad  already 
brought  that  city  to  great  straights.  But  the  King  of 
Morocco  being  made  acquainted  with  the  approach  of  the 
CastiUian  monarch  by  the  advanced  posts  of  his  son  Abu 
Jakob,  who  commanded  the  vanguard  of  his  host,  would  not 
venture  on  a  battle  with  troops  which  he  knew  to  be  so 
resolute,  led  on  as  they  were  by  a  young  and  warlike 
sovereign,  radiant  with  hope  and  acquainted  with  no  species 
of  fear.  Abu  Juzef  therefore  retired  to  Algezira  Alhadra, 
whence  he  wrote  letters  to  the  King  Muhamad  of  Granada, 

*  Our  chroniclers  (the  Spanish,  id  est)  declare  the  words  of  Don 
Sancho  to  have  been  as  follows  :  "  In  one  hand  I  hold  bread,  and  in 
the  other  a  sword — let  thy  master  choose  -tthich  he  pleases," — Condi. 
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desiring  an  interview  with  that  sovereign.      He   affirmed 
that  Ilia  intervention  in  the  aiiairs  of  Spain  had  never  been 
intended  to  produce  evil  for  the  Moslemah  his  brethren,, 
and  added  tliat  he  desired  to  compose  all  difierences  between 
them   before    his    departure  for  Africa;   reinforcing    that, 
request  with  the  remark  that  discord  between  himself  and 
King  Muhamad  could    not  fail  to  endanger  the  security  of 
theii'  respective  empires.     Abu.  Juzef  concluded  by  observing 
that  if  Muhamad  had  any  regard  for  his  reputation  as  a 
good     Mosleman,   he   would    repair   to   Algezira  Aihadra 
for  the  interview  requested,  or  would  assign   some   other 
place  which  might  please  him  better,  when  the  Walies  of 
Malaga,   Guadlx,  and  Comares,  woidd  join  Abu  Juzef  in 
the  conference  to  be  held,  and  all  things  might  be  arranged 
in  such  sort  as  was  becoming  to  the  children  of  the  Paith. 
The   proposal   of  Abu   Juzef   was  highly  acceptable  to 
Muhamad,  King  of  Granada,  and  he  replied  to  that  effect^ 
declaring  that  he  was  prepared  to  take  his  way  to  Algezira 
Aihadra,  as  in  fact  he  did   immediately  r.fterwards.     The 
two  kings  having  thus  met,  were  immediately  joined  by  the 
"Walies,  when  Abu  Jakob,  the  son  of  Abu  Juzof,  was  also 
invited  to  their  council.     The  King  of  Morocco  then  spoke 
at  length  on  the  necessity  existing  for  concord  among  the 
Moslemali  princes.     He  exhorted  his  hearers  to  remember, 
that,  if  firmly  united,  they  were  assured  of  the  ability  to 
maintain   themselves  against  the  Christians,  who  were  their 
natural  enemies  ;  while  if  they  continued  to  make  war  on 
each  other,  and  lived  in  disunion,  as  they  had  hitherto  done, 
it  would  not  be  possible  for  them  efFectuaUy  to  resist  the 
Infidel  powers.      To  the  King  of  Granada  he  remarked,  in 
particular,  that  he,  being  the  most  powerful  of  the  Mosle- 
mah princes,  was  more   especially  called  on  to  promote  the 
interests  of  the  land  and  protect  his  brethren.  He  exhorted 
Muhamad  not  to  confide  too  impKcitly  in  the  friendship  of 
the  King  of  Castille  ;  seeing  that  as  the  swine  would  never 
cease  to  eat  the  acorn,  nor  the  goat  desist  from  springing 
among  the  rocks  of  the  mountains,  so  the  Christians  would 
never  depart    from  their  desire  to  oppress  the  Moslemah, 
nor   refrain  from  inflicting  on  them  an  injury  while  they 
had  it  in  their  power  to  do  so.      He  declared  that  if  the 
Infidel  affected  to  make  peace  with  the  children  of  the  Law, 
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it  was  only  Inn-anso  lio  was  not  pn^parcnl  at  that  monuMit  to 
eiipa<j;c  in  war,  and  that  in  whatever  treaty  he  might  con- 
clude, the  ^liybelievor  thought  of  his  own  designs  (jr  necea- 
sitiea  only,  and  never  of  the  evils  inflicted  by  war,  and  tlio 
atrocities  conunittcd  as  one  of  its  inevitable  consequences  ; 
since  in  no  case  was  he  actuated  by  considerations  of 
hniuanity  or  benevolence.  To  the  Walies  of  Malaga, 
Guadix,  aiul  t'omares,  Abu  Juzef  said  that  it  was  needful 
for  tliein  to  replace  themselves  in  their  obedience  to  tho 
King  of  Granada,  or  to  acknowledge  allegiance  to  himself, 
since  •they  could  not  maintain  themselves  by  their  own 
power  in  tlie  loitlships  they  had  occupied. 

To  this  the  Walies  made  answer,  declaring  that  they  had 
not  presented  themselves  to  take  part  in  that  interview 
with  the  intention  of  permitting  any  man  to  despoil  them 
of  tlieir  possessions,  but  to  treat  of  peace  and  concord  with 
their  brethren  of  the  Faith.  They  observed  that  King 
Juzcf  had  commenced  his  discourse  to  their  assembly  by 
propositions  of  infinite  discretion  and  prudence,  but  had 
concluded  very  badly.  They  declared  their  readiness  to 
unite  witli  whatever  Moslemah  prince  should  make  war 
against  the  Christians,  but  could  not  consent  to  suffer  an 
attack  from  any  who  should  band  themselves  for  their  ruin, 
seeing  that  in  such  case  they  would  immediately  have 
recourse  to  any  power  whom  they  might  consider  sufficiently 
potent  to  protect  them. 

King  Mohamad  on  his  part  remarked  that  he  had  no 
higher  interest  than  the  glory  of  Islam,  but  that  all  the 
arguments  which  had  been  advanced  by  the  King  Abu 
Juzef  were  fouuded  in  reason  and  prudence,  all  history 
and  experience  bearing  testimony  to  the  validity  and  truth 
of  the  principles  he  had  laid  down.  And  so  finished  the 
conference,  without  having  produced  any  good  result. 

The  AValies  had  meanwhile  felt  more  dissatisfied  with 
the  pretended  disinterestedness  of  King  Muhamad  than  with 
the  partially-expressed  wishes  of  Abu  Juzef.  They  conse- 
quently made  a  secret  treaty  with  the  last-named  monarch, 
consenting  to  subject  themselves  to  his  authority,  and  pay 
him  a  certain  amount  of  tribute.  This  rejoiced  Abu  Juzef 
greatly.  He  departed  to  Medina  Malaga  in  company  with 
Abu  Muhamad  Abdallah,  the  Wali  of  that  city,  and  there 
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lie  used  so  many  persuasions,  made  such  flattering  promises 
(oi*,  as  other  authorities  say,  uttered  such  effectual  threats), 
that  Abu  Muhamad  Abdallah  ceded  to  him  the  lordship  of 
Malaga,  of  whicli  the  King  of  Morocco  took  immediate 
possession.  This  event  occurred  in  the  year  679.  Abu 
Juzef  then  conferred  the  government  of  the  place  on  his 
general,  Omar  Ben  Mohly  El  Batuy ;  and  to  avoid  all 
the  occasions  of  discord  or  sedition  that  might  thereafter 
arise,  he  sent  Abu  Muhamad  Abdallah,  the  previous  Wali 
of  JNIalaga,  to  Africa,  where  he  gave  him  the  Alcazar  of 
Ivetama,  in  Morocco,  "with  other  valuable  possessions,  as 
indemnification  for  the  territories  which  he  had  resigned  in 
Spain. 

When  the  King  of  Granada  was  informed  of  the  secret 
treaties  made  with  Abu  Juzef  by  the  "Walie;?,  he  was  filled 
with  sorrow  and  indignation,  more  especially  when  it  became 
known  to  him  that  the  King  of  Morocco  bad  taken  posses- 
sion of  Malaga.  It  grieved  Mohamad  to  the  soul  to  see 
that  precious  jewel  of  his  crown,  long  unjustly  usiu'ped, 
now  given  over  to  hands  more  powerful  than  his  own  ; 
but  he  did  his  best  to  conceal  the  paiu  he  suffered  on 
account  of  these  things,  resolving  to  cultivate  the  friendship 
of  the  King  Don  Sancho  of  Castillo,  and  hoping  that  time 
and  circumstances  might  present  him  with  a  remedy  for  the 
wrongs  he  was  then  enduring. 

From  Malaga  the  King  of  Morocco,  Abu  Juzef,  had 
departed  to  Algezira  Alhadra,  but  had  not  long  arrived  in 
that  fortress  when  he  fell  grievously  sick.  His  malady 
increasing,  it  soon  became  manifest  that  the  close  of  his 
life  had  arrived ;  and  he  departed  to  the  mercy  of  Allah  on 
the  5th  day  of  the  moon  Safer,  in  the  year  685.  Abu 
Juzef  was  succeeded  in  the  kingdom  by  his  son,  Abu  Jakob, 
who  was  then  at  Algezira  Alhadra,  but  immediately  passed 
the  sea  and  repaired  to  Morocco,  when  he  was  proclaimed 
king.  He  then  received  the  oath  of  allegiance  from  all  his 
provinces. 

When  the  festivities  consequent  on  the  proclamation  of 
Abu  Jakob  had  come  to  an  end,  the  new  sovereign  of 
Morocco  returned  to  Spain,  where  he  was  received  by  the 
King  Muhamad  of  Grrauada,  who  had  gone  forth  to  con- 
dole •  with  him  on  his  loss.     The  two    monarchs  met    in 
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INI^Ttola,  ami  tliere  thoycoullrniedtluMr  treaty  of  fricndsliip. 
The  Ivini;  ot"(ir:ui:i(l;i  then  ivqiit'strd  that  Abvi  Jakob  would 
not  extend  protection  or  aid  to  the  Walies  of  (luudix  and 
Coniarea,  who  ^Ye^e  hibouriuij;  to  foment  dissensions  and 
discords  an\oug  the  Moslouiah  of  Andalusia;  wlieii  Abu 
J;vk(ib  replied  by  advising  Muhainad  ratlier  to  attempt 
winniujj;  them  by  ])ersuasiou  than  reduein<^  them  by  ibrce  of 
arms.  He  declared  that  the  misfortunes  and  evils  resulting 
from  the  discords  of  the  great,  almost  always  took  thoir 
rise  in  the  destruction  of  some  one  among  them  uho  was 
less  powerful  than  the  rest.  King  Muhamad  admitted  tlie 
justice  of  his  remark ;  but  the  King  of  Granada  followed 
up  that  concession  by  tlie  observation  that  Abu  Jakob 
would  do  well  to  commence  negociations  for  a  treaty  of 
peace  with  the  King  of  Castille.  The  King  of  Morocco, 
willing  to  gratify  IMuhamad,  sent  an  embassy  to  Don 
Sancho  accordingly,  with  letters  designed  for  the  furtherance 
of  that  purpose ;  and  these  missives  were  very  favourably 
received  by  the  King  of  Castille. 

Abu  Jakob  then.;  returned  to  Africa,  to  prosecute  the 
wars  in  wliicli  be  was  then  engaged,  when  God  gave  him 
many  signal  victories.  After  a  long  siege,  be  made  himself 
master  of  Telencen.  Here  he  remained  for  a  considerable 
period,  mucli  occupied  by  the  works  undertaken  at  his  com- 
mand for  the  embellishment  of  that  city,  which  was  adorned 
by  Abu  Jakob  with  fouutain.s,  baths,  and  mosques. 

After  the  departure  of  the  King  of  Tunis  from  Andalusia, 
and  bis  return  to  the  African  side  of  the  Strait,  Muhamad, 
King  of  Granada,  found  means  to  win  over  to  his  interests 
the  Wali  of  Malaga,  even  Omar  Ben  Mohly  El  Batuy, 
to  whom  lie  made  rich  and  numerous  presents :  nay,  the 
"Wali  El  Batuy,  although  he  held  Medina  Malaga  for  the 
King  of  Morocco,  Abu  Jakob,  now  received  from  King 
Muhamad  the  gift  of  a  fortress  called  Salubenia,  in  perpetual 
tenure,  to  the  end  that  he  might  thus  become  the  vassal  of 
the  King  of  Granada,  as  in  fact  he  did.  At  the  same 
time  the  King  Mohamad  despatched  the  Alcalde  of  Andarax  to 
enter  into  negociations  with  Don  Sancho,  King  of  Castille, 
aa  fearing,  or  aifecting  to  fear,  that  Abu  Jakob  designed  to 
enter  Andalusia  with  a  great  force. 

These  things  were  speedily  made  known  to  the  Kiug  of 
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!N[orocco,  since  they  were  not  matters  of  so  little  moment 
as  to  be  long  kept  concealed.  The  faithless  coiiipiianee  of 
Omar  Ben  Mohly  El  Batuy  was  more  particularly  dis- 
pleasing to  Abu  Jakob,  who  resolved  that  his  punishment 
should  not  be  delayed.  He  assembled  troops,  and  proceeded 
to  Algezira  Alhadra  with  tliat  intent ;  nay,  he  had  no  sooner 
arrived  than  he  attacked  the  territory  of  Bejar,  and  laid 
siege  to  that  city ;  but  the  assaults  made  on  the  walls  by 
the  Alarabian  forces  were  bravely  repelled  by  the  garrison, 
and  the  place  defended  itself  well.  The  African  monarch 
now  received  intelligence  to  the  effect  that  Mohamad  of 
Granada  was  coming  against  him  with  a  powerful  army,  and 
that,  being  joined  by  the  King  of  Castille,  he  was  devising 
methods  for  impeding  the  return  of  Abu  Jakob  to  his 
dominions  in  Africa.  Taking  alarm  at  the  rumours  thus 
brought  him,  the  King  of  Morocco  retired  at  once  to  Algezira 
Alhadra,  whence  he  departed  in  secret  to  Medina  Taugiers. 

Abu  Jakob  had  no  sooner  reached  the  African  shores 
than  he  caused  the  forces  of  the  land  to  be  summoned, 
sending  messengers  among  the  most  populous  tribes,  from 
whom  he  obtained  a  body  of  twelve  thousand  men.  The 
ships  were  prepared  for  the  reception  of  the  army,  and  all 
were  ready  for  immediate  embarkation,  when  the  Armada, 
composed  of  many  great  and  powerful  galleys  of  the  Chris- 
tians, appeared  in  sight;  and  attacking  the  vessels  then 
awaiting  the  troops  on  the  coast  before  Tangiers,  they 
burnt  them  all  in  the  sight  of  the  men  for  whom  they  had 
been  made  ready,  while  not  one  of  all  that  great  army  could 
ofter  impediment.  Of  a  truth,  a  most  afflicting  sight 
for  every  son  of  the  Faith  who  witnessed  the  same  !  This 
misfortune  befel  the  sovereign  of  Morocco  in  the  year  691.* 
Abu  Jakob  immediately  departed  from  the  scene  of  his 
affliction,  repairing  to  Medina  Fez,  where  his  presence  was 
demanded  by  urgent  affairs  of  state. 

Shortly  after  this  event,  Don  Sancho,  King  of  Castille, 
laid  siege  to  Medina  Tarifa,  which  he  reduced  to  great 
straits,  assaulting  the  city  by  sea  as  well  as  by  land,  and 
with  machines  of  various  kinds.     He  bore  down  the  opposi- 
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tio7i  of  all  who  would  linvp  barred  liia  way,  and  although  the 
place  defended  irscdf  W(>11,  yet  lie  entered  it  by  force  of  arms, 
when  n  rjrievoup  carnage  of  the  inhabitants  ensued.  The 
Castillinn  monarch  then  appointed  a  noble  Alcalde,  named 
Don  (luzman,*  who  was  one  of  the  most  distinguished 
cavaliers  in  his  host,  to  be  the  Governor  of  Tarifa. 


CTTAP.  XTII. — Pefencte  of  tabifa  by  dow  orzMAW,  and  death  of 

ITIS  SOX.      IXJN  SANCnO  TAKES  QFESADA  AXD  ALCABDAT.       HIS   DEATH. 
CONTINTED  WAU3.       DEATH  OF  MOMAMAD  II.  KING  OF  GRANADA. 

Xo  long  time  aficr  these  events,  it  chanced  that  the  Prince 
Juan  of  Castillo,  having  cause  of  complaint  against  his 
brother,  the  King  Don  Sancho,  left  the  court  and  passed 
over  into  Africa,  where  he  sought  a  refuge  with  the  sovereign 
of  Morocco,  Abu  Jakob  Ben  Juzcf,  who  received  him  very 
favourablv.  Prince  Juan  then  assured  the  African  monarch 
that  if  the  latter  would  give  him  the  command  of  a  body  of 
troops,  he  would  find  means  to  regain  for  him  the  port  and 
fortress  of  Tarifa;  whereupon  Abu  Jakob  appointed  certain 
of  his  generals  to  accompany  the  Spanish  prince,  with  five 
thousand  horse  and  a  due  proportion  of  foot  soldiers. 

With  this  army  Prince  Juan  debarked  on  the  shores  of 
Spain  ;  and  receiving  a  reinforcement  from  the  people  of 
Algezira  Alhadra,  he  sat  down  before  the  place,  which  was 
attacked  with  great  energy,  many  engines  and  machines  of 
war  being  employed  against  the  walls ;  but  they  were  so 
well  defended  by  Don  Guzman,  that  Prince  Juan  could  do 
nothing  effectual  for  the  reduction  of  the  city. 

Angry  and  embarrassed  by  his  inability  to  fulfil  the 
promise  which  he  had  made  to  the  King  of  Morocco,  the 
Christian  Prince  determined  to  obtain  by  other  methods 
the  surrender  which  he  could  not  compel  by  force  of  arms. 
In  his  sei-vice  Prince  Juan  had  a  youth  who  was  the  son  of 
the  Alcalde  Don  Guyman  ;  and  him  he  now  loaded  with 
chains,  commanding  that  he  .should  be  presented  in  that 
condition  to  the  sight  of  his  father,  whom  the  prince  had 

*  Alphonso  Perez  de  Guzman. — Tr. 
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imated  to  speak  -n-itli  him  from  the  walls.  The  general 
having  ajipeared,  Prince  Juan  exhorted  him  to  svirrender 
the  fortress,  if  he  would  not  see  his  son  put  to  death  before 
his  face ;  but  to  that  menace  the  Alcalde  uttered  no  word 
in  reply.  He  silently  unbound  the  sword  from  his  girdle, 
threw  it  down  to  the  prince  for  the  fulfilment  of  his  threat, 
and  retired  from  the  wall.  Then  the  Moslemah,*  rendered 
furious  by  the  contempt  expressed  in  this  reply,  struck  off 
the  head  of  the  youth,  and  placing  it  in  one  of  their 
machines,  they  cast  it  over  the  walls,  that  the  father  might 
not  be  able  to  doubt  of  his  loss.  Eventually,  their  per- 
sistence being  overcome  by  the  constancy  of  the  besieged, 
the  African  generals  struck  their  camp,  and  retired  to 
Algezira  Alhadra. 

The  King  Muhamad  of  Granada  now  solicited  from  King 
Sancho  the  restitution  of  the  stronghold  of  Tarifa,  which 
he  affirmed  to  be  his  own,  calling  the  occupation  thereof  by 
the  King  of  Morocco  a  usurpation,  although  the  place  had 
in  effect  been  voluntarily  made  over  to  the  father  of  the 
African'  sovereign,  Abu  Juzef,  by  Mohamad  Aben  Alahmar, 
father  of  Muhamad  II.  To  this  request  Jjon  Sancho 
replied  that  Medina  Tarifa  was  his  own  by  right  of  con- 
quest;  but  he  added,  that  if  it  were  permitted  now  to 
allege  ancient  rights  to  possessions  lost  and  by  the 
chances  of  war,  he,  Sancho,  might  justly  lay  claim  to  the 
whole  kingdom  of  Granada. 

This  circumstance  caused  a  rupture  between  the  two 
monarchs ;  and  in  the  year  694,  the  frontier  guard  of 
Granada  fell  upon  the  territory  of  the  Christians,  which 
they  first  pillaged  and  then  laid  desolate.  Alhasan  Aben 
Eucar  Ben  Zeyan,  one  of  the  Moslemah  generals  com- 
manding on  the  frontier,  made  an  incnrsion  on  the  territory 
of  Murcia,  where  he  encountered  the  Christian  armj. 
These  troops  "were  led  on  by  the  infante  Don  Juan,  son  of 
Don  Manuel,  who  was  then  but  a  youth  twelve  years  old. 
They  had  many  sharp  skirmishes  with  the  Moslemah  cava- 
liers, but  could  not  prevent  them  from  destroying  the  seed- 

*  In  the  version  given  of  this  well-known  story  hy  the  Spanisli 
chroniclers,  Don  John  is  hijnself  accused  of  the  murder,  and  is  said 
to  have  plunged  his  own  poignard  into  the  heart  of  the  unofileuding 
youth,  as  most  of  our  readers  will  remembei'. — Tr, 
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coin  wliich  had  just  bcfii  sowu,  or  from  cutting  up  the  vino 
anil  olivo  grounds,  :ill  whiih  Alhasnan  Abcu  Jickiu*  laid 
waste. 

On  tlio  otlier  hand,  the  King  Sancho  Ben  Alplionao  was 
filling  the  jNIoslcniali  borders  with  terror  and  dismay. 
Having  asseml)lt>d  a  large  and  \vell-a|)[)oiiiled  I'urce,  he 
attacked  the  Fortrews  of  Quesada ;  and  in  the  following 
year,  which  was  095,  that  stronghold  surriMulcred  to  ids 
arms.  This  event  took  place  in  the  moon  of  iMuharram  in 
that  year.  The  Castillian  king  t  lien  laid  siege  to  Medina 
Alcabdat,  against  which  he  employed  great  machines  and 
engines  of  war.  Having  reduced  the  fortress  and  entered 
it  sword  in  hand,  he  caused  the  greater  part  of  the  iidiabi- 
tants  to  be  slaughtered,  all  who  escaped  that  fate  being 
sent  into  captivity. 

This  Sancho  Ben  Ali)lionso  made  himself  master  of  ail  the 
towns  and  fortresses  in  that  part  of  the  Moslcmah  territory  ; 
but  he  did  not  long  enjoy  his  triumph  and  the  fruits  of  Ida 
cruelty,  seeing  that  God  the  Omnipotent  cast  him  into 
Gehauam*  no  long  time  thereafter.t  Then  the  King 
Muhamad,  eager  to  dissipate  the  clouds  which  had  hung 
over  the  morning  dawn  of  his  empii-e,  pressed  forward,  as 
was  ever  the  wont  of  his  race,  and  iu  a  manner  beiitting 
that  high  nobility  of  heart  which  had  ever  distinguished  the 
House  of  Anasir.  He  hastened  to  the  protection  of  his 
fortresses  with  the  flow'Cr  of  his  cavalry,  and  passed  three 
years  in  the  difficult  warfare  of  skirmishes  and  irruptions, 
wherein  he  inflicted  a  vast  amount  of  injury  on  the  Chris- 
tian territories,  carrying  off  all  the  flocks  from  those  districts, 
and  rendering  vain  the  labours  of  the  husbandman.  In 
the  middle  of  the  year  G77,J  the  King  of  Granada  retook 
the  city  of  Quesada,  which  he  peopled  once  more  with 
Moslemah,  for  the  most  part  people  of  Alhama.  He  then 
laid  siege  to  Alcabdat,   which   he   also   recovered,  having 

*  Hell:  the  inforiial  regions.— 7^-, 

t  The  writer  of  these  words,  Alcobar  Alchatib,  of  Seville,  assigns  the 
death  of  Don  Sancho  to  the  year  69-1 ;  but  this  is  a  mislake  of  the 
copyist,  since  he  has  just  told  us  that  the  King  of  Castillo  took  the 
cit'-  of  Quesada  in  Muhurram  in  the  year  695.  —  Conde. 

X  In  my  copy  of  Alchabib  this  is  699 ;  but  I  have  already  remarked 
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entered  the  place  by  force  of  arms.  Mohamad  then  caused 
the  walls  to  be  demolished ;  and  as  the  troops  who  had 
occupied  the  Alcazar  still  held  out,  he  attacked  and  drove 
them  from  their  defences,  seeing  that  G-od  shook  the  ground 
beneath  the  soles  of  their  feet.  The  city  of  Alcabdat  was 
given  fully  to  the  power  of  Mohamad  after  the  Azala  of 
Adohar,*  on  a  Sunday,  which  was  the  8th  day  of  the  moon 
Xawal,  in  the  year  697. t  The  site  thereof  is  a  very 
pleasing  one,  and  is,  besides,  of  great  strength.  The  soil 
of  the  Comarcas  is  considered  to  be  among  the  most 
fruitful  of  the  land,  and  its  gardens  are  abodes  of  deliglit, 
the  fresh  shades  and  abundance  of  excellent  water  where- 
with that  district  is  provided  adding  much  to  its  beauty 
and  value.  The  conquest  of  Alcabdat  was  a  very  glorious 
one ;  it  was  not  niade  without  great  difficulty,  and  cost  a 
vast  eflusion  of  blood.  Being  repeopled  by  King  Mohamad 
with  the  Moslemah  of  the  frontier  and  families  from  Alhaina, 
the  walls  were  subsequently  repaired ;  ditches  were  thou 
dug  around  it.  The  strength  of  the  fortress  was  much 
increased,  and  Alcabdat  became  a  watch-tower  agamst  the 
incursions  of  the  foe. 

The  loss  of  Tarifa  discouraged  Abu  Jakoub,  King  of 
Morocco,  from  attempting  the  enterprise  which  be  had 
meditated  in  Andalusia ;  he  therefore  made  a  treaty  with 
King  Muhamad,  to  whom  he  proposed  the  restitution  of 
Algezira  Alhadra,  in  exchange  for  a  certain  sum  in  mitcales 
of  gold,  declaring  that  he  no  longer  desired  to  retain 
dominions  in  Spain.  The  terms  were  easily  agreed  on,  and 
the  King  of  Granada  regained  possession  of  his  city,  while 
Abu  Jakoub  was  left  at  leisure  to  give  all  his  attention  to  his 
African  aflairs,  and  thought  no  more  of  meddling  with  those 
of  Andalusia. 

The  (xranadine  sovereign  now  found  means  for  reducing 
the  AValies  of  G-uadix  and  Comares  to  his  authority,  and 
this    he  did  with  the  greater  ease,  as  those  Xeques,  per- 

<m  the  facility  with  which  the  7  may  be  changed  into  9,  the  more 
especially  in  the  very  old  copies,  which  are,  for  the  most  part,  more  or 
lc.>>s  incomplete,  and  are  more  particularly  liable  to  the  loss  of  tlie  upper 

rt  of  the  MS.—  Condc;. 

*  The  mid-day  jjrayer. — 7/-. 

t  A.D.  129S.--C'y/u/f'. 
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ceiving  tlicniaclves  to  be  alone,  had  no  other  choice  tlmn  to 
yitkl  to  tlie  uocessitic's  of  their  ])osition.  Miiliaiiiad  now 
detoruiiued  to  avail  hiinaeli"  ol' the  opportunity  presented  by 
the  revolutions  which  the  death  ot"  Don  JSanclio  had  occa- 
sioned in  Castillo  :  the  non  of  the  deceased  monarch  being 
of  tender  age,  and  the  Christians  at  war  among  themt^elves, 
all  things  were  iu  a  state  of  disorder  throughout  their 
coiiutry.  Hearing  that  a  great  want  of  money  was  felfc 
among  the  leaders  of  the  Christians,  the  King  of  Granada 
wrote  to  the  Prince  Don  Auric,  proposing  to  pay  hiui  twenty 
thousand  doubloons  of  gold,  and  to  yield  certain  fortresses 
on  the  frontier,  in  exchange  for  the  stronghold  of  Tarifa,  of 
which  Muhamad  earnestly  desired  the  cession.  Don  Anric 
did  not  refuse  his  consent  to  the  request  thus  made,  and  he 
repaired  to  Medina  Tarifa,  with  intent  to  couclude  that 
arrangement  as  IMuhamad  had  proposed,  hut  the  Viziers  of 
the  Queen  and  the  Alcayde  w  ho  held  the  fortress  would  not 
agree  to  yield  it  up,  and  the  negociations  ceased.  The  King 
of  Granada  then  devastated  the  Comarcas,  and,  meeting  the 
troops  of  Don  Guzman,  there  ensued  an  obstinate  and  san- 
guinary battle,  in  which  the  Christian  general  was  defeated, 
his  cavalry  suffering  a  total  rout  with  immense  slaughter  of 
their  numbers.  This  event  took  place  in  the  year  099.* 
The  King  of  Granada  then  laid  siege  to  Medina  Tarifa,  but 
although  he  brought  many  powerful  engines  to  the  attack 
of  that  place,  the  Christians  defended  the  same  with 
so  much  ability  that  he  could  not  effect  the  reduction 
thereof 

Muhamad  then  proceeded  with  his  army  to  Medina  .Taeu, 
which  he  also  besieged ;  he  burnt  the  suburbs  of  Baena 
moreover,  and  laid  siege  to  ttjat  city  likewise,  attacking  the 
walls  with  strong  bodies  of  his  liost,  and  fighting  many 
obstinate  battles'beneath  them  ;  but  he  ultimately  perceived 
that  the  conquest  of  the  place  was  not  to  be  effected  at 
that  time,  and  strikmg  his  camp,  he  proceeded  to  make  a 
devastating  irruption  on  the  Comarcas.  It  was  at  this 
period  that  Muhamad  made  himself  master  of  the  fortress  of 
Bulmar. 

And  thus  was  that  noble  king  rendering  still  more  illus- 

*  Or,  as  other  authorities  have  it,  in  697,  or  a.d.  1299.— i7o»<//. 
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trious  his  luiignificeut  reign,  when  tbe  fate  that  puts  an  eua 
to  all  the  delights  of  lite,  and  renders  vain  the  brightest 
hopes  of  man,  cut  short  his  steps,  and  he  departed  to  the 
mercy  of  Allah.  That  event  oecuiTed  during  the  night  of 
Sunday,  the  7th  day  of  the  moon  Xaban,  in  the  year  701. 
He  had  commenced  his  reign  in  the  7th  of  the  moon  Xaban, 
in  the  year  G71, 

King  Muhamad  II.  was  born  in  Granada  in  the  year 
633 ;  *  he  was  removed  from  the  empire  of  this  world  to 
that  of  eternity  while  still  in  good  health  and  without  any 
apparent  sickness,  having  died  in  the  act  of  prayer  and 
with  infinite  quietude  and  tranquillity;  no  mark  of  suffering 
or  change  was  perceptible  on  his  countenance,  save  only  that 
on  the  eyelashes  there  was  the  trace  of  weeping,  as  when, 
one  hath  slied  abundant  tears.  He  was  interred  in  a  tomb 
standing  apart  witliin  the  sepulchre  of  his  fathers,  which  is 
that  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  great  Mosque,  and  in  the 
gardens  near  to  that  spot  wheron  the  palace  of  his  grandson,t 
the  descendant  of  the  Sultan  Abul  "Walid  was  erected,  a 
building  which  was  afterwards  left  to  ruin  by  the  most 
illustrious  of  his  race,  the  Sultan  and  Ameer  of  the  Mos- 
lemah,  Abul  Hegiaz,  a  descendant  of  liis  daughter.  May 
Grod  have  taken  them  all  to  his  mercy  ;  may  His  favour  have 
been  richly  imparted  to  tliem,  with  the  highest  felicity  to 
all  that  shall  come  after  them. 

The  King  Muhamad  II.  left  three  sons,  his  successor  and 
associate  in  the  empire,  of  whom  we  shall  speak  hereafter, 
to  the  glory  of  God  :  Peraz,  who  eonspired  against  the  life 
of  his  brother,  and  NasarjJ  who  became  Ameer  of  the  Mos- 
lemah  after  his  brother  had  been  deposed  by  liis  hand.  The 
principal  vizier  of  Muhamad  II.  was  Abu'Sultan  Aziz  Ben 
Aly  Ben  Abdelmenam,  of  Denia,  as  hatlx  been  related ;  his 
Catibes,  or  secretaries,  were  firstly  those  of  his  father, 
Muhamad  Aben  Alahmar,  and  subsequently  the  sons  of  the 
same  Abu  Bekar  Ben  Muhamad  Ben  Juzef,  of  Loxa,  El 
Yahsebi,  with  his  two  brothers,  Abu  Aly  Alhassan,  and 
Abu  Aly  Hussein,  all  sons  of  Muhamad  Ben  Juzef,  of 
Loxa,  and  each  successively  the  servant  of  King   Muhamad 

*  A.D  \2'iD.—Conde. 

i  His  Hiijid :  grandson,  or  great-grandson,  that  is  to  say. — Cond4. 

X  Or  Anasir. 
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II.  Tlioy  \rorc  men  of  proat  learninc:,  and  ciulovvon  with 
many  exccllont  qualities  of  various  kinds.  Their  family  was 
one  of  tlio  princij)ai  houses  of  Loxa,  and  iu  oldcu  times  had 
been  of  kin  to  the  roval  house  the  of  Nazars. 

At  a  hiter  period,  Abul  Casern  IMuhaniad  Ben  Alcabcd 
El  Anaari  was  the  Secretary  of  the  King  INIohamad  II. 
lie  was  one  of  the  moat  learned  Xeques  of  that  day;  but 
the  king,  becoming  wearied  of  liis  somewhat  overbearing 
character,  not  only  dismissed  Abul  Casein  from  his  oiliee, 
when  ho  was  least  tliinking  of  such  a  catastrophe,  but 
deprived  him  of  the  friendship  wliieh  he  had  previously 
accorded  to  him,  and  degraded  him  from  the  honours  of  his 
rank.  That  erudite  historiographer,  Abu  Abdallah  Mo- 
hamad, son  of  Abderalnnan  Ben  Alhakom  Arremedi,  was 
subsequently  secretary  to  the  King  Mohamad  II.,  and 
this  Abu  Abdallah  at  a  later  period  became  Vizier  to  his  son, 
Abdallah  Mohamad  III.,  whom  he  served  all  the  remainder 
of  his  days. 

The  Cadies,  or  judges  of  Muhamad  II.  were  first,  Abu 
Bekar  ]Muhamad  Ben  Fetah  Ben  Aly,  of  Seville,  who  was 
called  Istbaron  :  this  appellation  is  said  to  have  been  retained 
by  him  from  the  time  when  he  had  been  prefect  of  police  ;  it 
then  chanced  that  he  found  a  soldier  intoxicated  on  one  of  the 
public   squares,  and  this  man   not   only   insulted   a  large 
number  of  persons  svho  were  standing  round  him,  but  even 
disregarded  the  authority  of  Abu  Bekar  himself.     Then  the 
latter,  seizing  the  inebriated  ruffian  with  his  own  hand,  cast 
him  into  a  prison,  there  to  remain  untd  he  had  recovered 
the  use  of  his  senses,  when  tlie  prefect  made  an  example 
of  him,  which  caused  Abu  Bekar  to  obtain  a  reputation  for 
severity  that  was  never  afterwards  forgotten.     He  subse- 
quently united   the  charge  of  Prefect  of  Criminal    Justice 
to  that  of  Police. 

.  That  just  judge,  Abu  Muhamad  Abdallah,  was  ultimately 
"Walilcoda,  or  Cadi  of  the  Cadies  to  King  Muhamad  II.  ; 
he  was  renowned  for  his  integrity,  of  which  his  master 
more  than  once  received  conviucingproof;  Abdallah  continued 
to  serve  his  sovereign  until  the  latter  had  reached  the  close 
of  his  days. 

The  Ameer  of  the  Moslemahat  thistimerulingin  Alraagreb, 
was  the  noble,  illustrious,  excellent,  and  victorious  Sultan 
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Abu   Juzuf  Jakoub  Ben  Abdelliac ;  lie  who  had  prevailed 
against  the  Alniohades,    liad   driven  them  from  his   terri- 
tories, and  made  himself  master  of  all  their  states.     This 
Ameer  had  passed  more   than  once   into  Andalusia,  as  we 
have  already  related,  and  had  gained  frequent  victories  over 
his  enemies  ;  he  had  made  wars  and  peace  with  the  kings 
of  Spain,  and  had  finally  died  of  fever  at  Algezira  Alhadra, 
in  the  moon  of  Moharram,  and  the  year  685.     Abu  Juzef 
Jakoub  Ben  Abdelhac  was  succeeded   in  the  kingdom  by 
his   son,  that   great    Sultan,    the  wise  and   excellent  Abu 
Jakoub  Juzef,  who  also  passed  into  Spain  in  the  lifetime  of 
his- father,  being  present  at  the  interview  which  the  latter 
had  in  Marbella  with  Muhamad  Aben  Alahmar  of  Granada, 
when  those  monarchs   marched  on  Esbilia,*  Cordova,   the 
land  of  Murcia,  and  other  territories,  then  in  the  hands  of 
the  Infidel.     Abu  Juzef  was  for  a  certain  time  in  alliance 
with  Alphonso  Ben  rerando,t  at  the  time  wlieu  the  son  of 
the  latter  took  up   arms  against  him,  for  which  cause  the 
King   Alphonso  had  sought    assistance  from    Abu    Juzef, 
who  had  granted  him  wliat  he  asked,  and  had  received  the 
Castillian  monarch  in   his   camp  at  Antekera,    as  is  well 
known  to  all  men.     Soon  after  these  things  Alphonso  Ben 
FerdeJand  died,  and  was  succeeded  by  his  son  Sancho,  who 
reigned   during  the  greater  part  of  the  time  of  our  King 
Muhamad  II.,  and  had  made  peace  and  war  with  him  up  to 
the  time  when  he  died,  which  event  took  place  in  the  year 
69i.     To  Sancho  succeeded  his  son  Hernando,  or  Ferdinand, 
a  youth  of  seventeen  years  of  age, J  who,  being  but  a  child, 
had  not  the  strength  needful  to  govern  a  kingdom,  and  many 
disorders  then  prevailed  throughout  Spain. 

In  the  kingdom  of  Aragon  there  was  then  reigning 
Alphonso  Ben  Graymis,§  Ben  Pedro  Ben  Gaymis  ;  but  that 
sovereign  died  early,  and  was  succeeded  by  his  son,  Gaymis 
II.  or  III.,  by  whom  an  inroad  was  made  upon  the  territory 
of  Almeria,  in  the  time  of  Nasir,  the  son  of  Mohamad  II. 

It  was  at  this  time  that  the  divisions  of  the  Beni  Esca- 
liola    took    place.       In    Medina     Guadis    the    Arraezes 

*  Seville.  t  Ferdinantl. 

X  Or  rather  a  child  of  from  seven  to  ten  years  old. —  Conde. 

§  Alphonso,  sou  of  James  I.  King  of  Aragon. — TV. 
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or  Captains  wore  Abul  Mulianiad  and  Abul  Hassan,  wiLli  the 
Arniiv,  Abu  jNlohainail  Abdallah,  ami  iu  Ci)inaroH  tlic  Arracz 
uasAl)u  l^*biu•,  wlioinainlaiiied  bis  authorily  to  ibccluscDt  hia 
lilb.  AVhou  tlio  AiTaez  Abu  Mi>baiijad  died  at  Giiadix,  bia  state 
was  si'i/A'd  by  bis  sou  and  tbc  .son  of  Ijis  isister,  by  wboiti 
it  was  made  over  by  treaty  to  tbe  Kiufj;  ul'  Ahna<;reb,  wbo 
gave  it  to  tbe  Beui  aMoiuli.  After  Medina  JNialaga  bad 
been  fi)r  a  eertain  time  iu  tlie  bands  of  tbe  Jdeui  Ejieali»la, 
tbe  last  of  tbe  family  made  au  excbange  of  t!ie  same  witb 
tbe  King  of  Almagreb  for  tbe  Aleazar  of  K*jtamab,  and 
iinally  it  was  recovered  by  tbe  K.iug  Miibamud  II.,  as  batii 
beeu  related.* 


CIIAP.  XIV. — WaeS  in  SPAIN  AND  AFRICA.      GEBAL  TABIC   IS    TAKEN 

BY  THE  CHEISTIANS. 

To  tbe  illustrious  king,  Mubamad  II.,  succeeded  bis  son, 
Abu  Abdallab  IMubamad,  a  man  endowed  witb  singular 
beauty  of  person,  no  less  tliau  witb  tbo  biglier  qualities  of  tbc 
miud:  he  was  a  friend  to  the  wise  and  learned,  himself  an 
■excellent  poet  and  of  remarkable  eloquence,  aftable  in 
manner  and  easy  of  access  ;  liis  application  to  the  labours  «f 
government  was  unremitting,  insomuch  that  he  would  not 
xinfrcqueutly  remain  occupied  in  his  cabinet  through  the 
"whole  night,  that  he  might  not  leave  vuilinisbed  a  work  he 
had  commenced  in  the  day.  No  one  of  his  ministers  could 
endure  the  amount  of  labour  imposed  by  Abdallah  Mubamad 
on  himself;  they  w'cre  compelled  to  abandon  him  in  the 
hours  of  night,  nor  did  he  continue  the  practice  of  dispensing 
"with  needful  rest  himself,  without  inflicting  serious  injury  on 
his  health. 

Abu  Abdallah  Mubamad  had  scarcely  mounted  the  throne 

*  The  recapitulation  of  events  made  in  tin's  passage  is  one  of  those 
■which  the  author  would  without  doubt  have  rendered  more  explicit,  or 
perhaps  partially  expunged,  had  he  been  permitted  to  see  his  work 
through  the  press  ;  as  matters  are,  this  portion  of  the  work  has  been  left 
as  here  given, — a  circumstance  the  less  to  be  regretted,  since  all  the 
more  important  events  to  which  it  refers  have  been  more  simply  and 
clearly  related  iu  other  pages  of  the  history.— JV. 
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when  bis  kiusman,  Ahul  Hegiag  Ben  Nasar,  the  Wali  of 
Medina  Guadis,  rebelled  against  him,  nor  would  Abul 
Hegiag  present  himself  to  take  the  solemn  oath  of  allegiance, 
as  all  the  other  "Walies  had  done.  The  king  had  two 
Viziers,  in  whom  he  placed  especial  confidence, — the  first  was 
Abu  Sultan  Ben  Aziz  Ben  Aly,  of  Deuia,  who  had  been 
Vizier  to  his  father,  and  the  second,  Abu  Abdallah  Muhamad, 
son  of  Abderahmau  Ben  Alliakem  Arramedi :  the  favour 
shown  by  Abu  Abdallah  Muhamad  to  these  two  Viziers 
proved  highly  offensive  to  many  others,  and  more  especially 
to  the  princes  of  his  own  family.  His  secretaries,  or 
Alcatibes,  were  all  very  learned  men  ;  but  the  most  distin- 
guished were  Abu  Bequer  Ben  Saberiu,  Abu  Abdallah  Ben 
Assam,  Abu  Ishac  Ben  Geber,  and  Abu  Abdallah  Aloschi, 
•who  was  an  illustrious  poet.  Abul  Hegiag  Dertusi  was  also 
one  of  the  king's  secretaries,  and  a  man  of  much  distinc- 
tion. Abu  Giafar  Alcarsi,  known  as  El  Parcon,  was  one 
of  the  most  learned  of  his  judges,  anci  Muhamad  Ben 
Hisem,  of  Elche,  was  also  an  Aicadi,  or  judge,  of  much 
eminence  in  the  time  of  Abu  Abdallah  Mohaiiiad. 

In  the  first  month  of  his  reign,  the  King  of  Granada 
made  a  treaty  of  peace  with  the  King  Gaymis  of  Arragon, 
and  declared  war  against  the  King  of  Castille.  These 
events  occurred  towards  the  close  of  tlie  moon  Xabau,  m 
the  year  701.* 

The  first  campaign  of  Abdallah  Muhamad  III.  was  under- 
taken against  the  city  of  Almoudhar,  which  he  pressed 
closely  for  some  time,  and  ultimately  entered  by  force  of 
arms.  Among  the  precious  treasures  which  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  victors  was  a  singularly  beautiful  damsel,  whom 
he  brought  into  Granada  in  triumph,  having  placed  her  in 
a  magnificent  chariot,  vvhich  was  surrounded  by  many 
other  female  captives,  also  very  beautiful, — a  circumstance 
which  much  increased  the  glory  of  that  splendid  victory  of 
the  king. 

The  fixme  of  that  damsel's  beauty  having  arrived  in 
Africa,  tlie  sovereign  of  Almagreb  sent  messengers  to  the 
King  Abdallah  Muhamad,  entreating  that  she  might  be 
given  to  him ;  and,  though  with  much  reluctance  of  heart. 

*  A.D.  1302. 
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the  Inttor  felt  obliged  to  yit'ld  licr  to  tho  African  monarch: 
men  atlinii  that  ho  loved  liia  ea[>tive  t(>iiderly ;  h«  pre- 
ferred the  (lutiea  of  friendshij)  to  tlio  gnili'ieatioii  ol"  hia 
own  wisiie8  nevertheless,  and  resigned  his  prize  to  Abu 
Juzef  Hen  Jalu)ul),  Kiiig  of  JNIoroeco. 

In  the  year  70:^,  King  Abdallah  JNTiihaniad  assembled  a 
wcll-ap]i(iinled  body  ofeavalry  to  iiiareli  against  his  cousin, 
Abul  Hegiag  Ben  Nasar,  the  Wali  of  Guadix.  h'  this 
campaii,Mi,  and  in  the  subjngation  of  Abul  Jlegiag,  the  king 
was  aided  by  another  of  his  kinsmen  ;  they  met  the  rebel 
army  at  some  distance  from  Guadix,  when  Abul  Hegiag  was 
defeated  after  an  obstinate  engagement,  in  which  the 
greater  part  of  his  forces  were  slain  ;  himself  and  the  small 
remainder  escaping  with  some  difliculty  to  the  city. 

In  the  same  year  the  King  of  Granada  sent  letters  to  the 
King  of  Castillo,*  requesting  a  truce  for  a  certain  number 
of  years  :  this  was  agreed  to  by  the  Castillian  sovereign ; 
but  to  a  second  request,  which  Abdallah  Moham.ad  preferred 
at  the  same  time,  that  the  Christian  should  sell  him  the 
city  of  Zarifa,  or  yield  it  in  exchange  for  some  other  strong- 
hold, the  King  of  Granada  received  a  refusal,  nor  could  he 
find  an}'  means  whereby  to  obtain  possession  of  that 
important  fortress. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  following  year,  Abdallah 
Muhamad  sent  his  brother-in-law,  Ferag,  Wali  of  Malaga,t 
to  the  Court  of  Africa,  with  a  powerful  army  which  he  had 
assembled  at  Algezira  Alhadra:  the  city  of  Ceuta  was  then 
closely  besieged,  and  being  blockaded  by  sea,  as  well  as 
closely  pressed  on  the  land  side,  it  was  ultimately  reduced 
to  such  extremity,  that  the  king,  Abu  Taleb  Abdallah  Ben 
Hafsi,  could  find  no  better  resource  than  to  depart  in  secrecy 
from  the  place :  the  latter  was  then  surrendered  to  the 
General  Ferag.  This  fortunate  undertaking  was  brought  to 
a  conclusion  in  the  moon  of  Xawal  of  the  year  705.  Other 
fortresses  belonging  to  Abu  Taleb  Abdallah  were  in   like 

Ferdinand  IV. 
t  This  Ferag  Ben  Nasar  had  married  a  sister  of  Mohamad  II.,   and 
two   of    his    sons   ultimately    became  kings    of  Granada :    Ismail   V., 
namely,  and  Muhamad  VIII. — Conde. 
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Planner  taken  at  a  subsequent  period  by  the  troops  of  the 
King  of  Granada,  and  in  Ceuta  was  found  a  great  treasure, 
which  Abu  Taleb  had  concealed  therein.  That  discovery 
Avas  made  in  the  moon  of  Muharram  in  the  year  706. 

The  advantages  thus  obtained  enabled  the  King  of 
G-ranada  to  embellish  his  capital  with  buildiugs  of  great 
juagnificence ;  among  these  was  a  sumptuous  mosque,  which 
he  designed  to  make  the  first  in  the  city.  He  caused  it  to 
be  covered  with  fine  marbles  and  green  jasper ;  it  was  deco- 
rated in  all  parts  with  the  most  exquisite  workmanship,  and 
painted  with  singular  beauty  of  colouring.  A  spacious  public 
bath,  with  all  needful  conveniences,  was  also  erected  by 
Mohamad  III. :  but  this  last  work  he  is  said  to  have  con- 
structed with  the  products  of  the  tribute  paid  to  him  by 
Christians  and  Jews.  "With  the  income  resulting  from  that . 
bath,  to  which  he  added  a  large  revenue  in  lands  and 
gardens,  he  endowed  the  mosque. 

In  the  same  year  of  706,  and  on  the  third  day  of  tlie 
moon   Dylcada,    a   sorrowful  event    took   place  in   Africa. 
The  King  Juzef  Ben  Jakoub,  of  the  Beni   Merines,    was 
laying  siege  to  the  city  of  Teiemcen,  which  he  had  reduced 
to  great   straits,  when  he  was  assassinated  in  his  Hareem 
by  a  treacherous  eunuch,  without  any  man  being  able  to 
discover  how  the   murderer  had  found  means  to  enter  the 
apartment,  or  to  leave  it  unobserved.     The  king,  though 
mortally  wounded,  was  able  to  call  his  guards,  who  followed 
the  assassin,  and  overtook  him  as  he  was  about  to  escape 
into  the  city ;  they  instantly  pierced    him   through   with 
their  lances,  and  he  fell  dead  beneath  the  gateway.     Juzef 
Ben  Jakoub  survived  tlie  injuries  he  had  received  twelve 
hours  ;   but  the  cares  of  his  phj'sicians  could  not  avail   to 
save  him,  and  at  the   end  of  that  time  he  died.     He  was 
<*ucceeded  on  his  throne  by  his  grandson.  Ameer    Abdallah 
Ben  Juzef,  who  was  called  Abu  Thabet.     The  new  sovereign 
raised  the  siege  of  Teiemcen  on  that  same  day,  and  departed 
with  his    people  against   his  uncle  Abu  Tahye,  who  had 
taken  possession  of  Medina  Fez,  and  whom   he  defeated 
after  an  obstinate  engagement.     Abu  Thabet  then  returned 
to  Medina  Teiemcen,  where  he  made  a  treaty  of  peace  with 
Muza  Ben  Zeyan,  who  was  the  ruler  of  that  city.     Great 
and  unlooked-for  rejoicing  was  the  consequence  of  that  event, 
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and  coins  were  struck  m  Tclomccn  on  the  occasion  of  those 
festivities. 

About  this  time  the  governor  of  INfeclinri  Ahncria, 
Zulcyman  Abcn  Kahio,  dotormiiicd  to  exalt  himself  to  tlic 
sovereii,'nty  of  that  city,  and  assumed  tlie  title  of  king ;  he 
was  also  declared  to  have  entered  into  corrc.s|i()ii(lriicc 
with  th(>  l*arcelonese  Aben  Glaynns,*  who  was  lord  of  Denia. 
The  King  of  Granada,  giving  no  time  to  the  rebel  governor 
for  tlie  continuance  of  bis  treasons,  proceeded  against  him 
in  such  haste,  tliat  Zideyman  Ab(Mi  liabie,  surprised  and 
dismayed,  was  on  the  point  of  falling  into  the  hands  of  his 
justly  indignant  master.  His  good  fortune  came  to  his  aid 
nevertheless,  and  having  escaped,  he  took  refuge  with  that 
most  cruel  enemy  of  the  Moslemah,  Aben  Gaymis,  with 
whom  he  united  to  make  war  on  the  King  of  Granada. 
This  event  took  place  in  the  year  705. t 

But  it  was  now  found  that  the  King  of  Castille,  disregard- 
ing the  truce  with  Muhamad  of  Granada,  had  entered  into 
an  alliance  with  the  Earcelonese  Aben  Gaymis,  and  was 
entering  the  territoj'ies  of  Granada  with  a  large  army.  To 
no  purpose  did  Muhamad  complain  to  the  CastiUian  king 
of  tiiat  unjust  aggression.  HerandoJ  Ben  Sancho  replied 
with  infinite  haughtiness,  assigning  vain  pretexts  for  lack 
of  reasons,  and  proceeding  to  lay  siege  to  the  city  of  Alge- 
zira  Albadra.  lie  fixed  his  camp  before  that  place  on  the 
21st  of  the  moon  Safer,  in  the  year  708.  § 

The  cruel  Abcn  Gaymis  had  meanwhile  despatched  an 
army  against  Medina  Almeria  ;  his  galleys  blockading  that 
city  by  sea  also,  and  as  the  Moslemah  made  frequent  sallies 
on  his  camp,  he  fortified  it  with  stockades  and  a  deep  ditch. 

King  Muhamad  of  Granada,  ha^^ng  assembled  his  cavalry, 
proceeded  to  the  succour  of  Algezira  Alhadra ;  but  the 
violent  rains  which  then  fell,  and  the  stormy  character  of 
the  season,  rendered  his  efforts  of  no  avail,  nor  could  he 
effect  anything  of  moment  for  the  relief  of  the  place. 
Zuleyman  Aben  Eabic  was  meanwhile  conducting  an 
army  against  Medina  Ceuta,  which  had  been  taken  some  time 

*  James  II.  King  of  Aragon. — Tr.  f  A.D.  1308. — Conrli. — 

%  Ferdinand  Vf  .—Tr.  §  According  to  AJcliatib,  lO'd.—  Conde. 
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previously  by  Muhamad  King  of  Granada ;  but  witb  the  aid 
of  the  Christians,  Zuleyman  now  besieged  that  city  by  land 
and  sea.* 

The  King  of  Castille  moreover,  having  heard  that  Gebal 
Taric  was  but  negligently  guarded,  sent  a  part  of  his  forces 
against  the  fortress,  which  he  invested  closely,  attacking  the 
place  with  machines  casting  missives,  until  he  compelled 
the  besieged  to  surrender ;  all  were  then  permitted  to 
depart  with  security  for  their  property  as  well  as  persons, 
and  not  less  than  fifteen  hundred  persons  crossed  the  sea, 
taking  refuge  in  the  towns  and  cities  of  Almagreb.  The 
Christians  then  repaired  the  walls  and  the  tower  of  the  mount, 
as  they  did  the  Adarasanas,t  which  were  falling  into  ruin. 

The  King  Muhamad  now  perceived  that  the  difficulties  of 
his  situation  were  increasing,  and  thought  it  advisable  to 
come  to  terms  with  the  King  of  Castille  ;  more  especially  as 
he  found  the  latter  to  be  still  besieging  Algezira  Alhadra 
with  undiminished  constancy,  while  the  besieged  were 
reduced  to  grievous  extremities. 

The  need  in  which  Almeria  stood  of  immediate  succour 
was  equally  pressing,  while  seditious  men  were  exciting 
disorders  even  in  the  court  of  Medina  Granada.  Tor  all 
these  reasons,  Muhamad  finding  it  impossible  to  make  his 
forces  suffice  to  these  various  demands,  and  unable  to 
attend  to  them  as  their  importance  required,  wrote  letters 
to  the  King  of  Castille,  and  despatched  them  by  one  of  his 
most  trusted  Xeques,  the  Arraez  of  Andarax.  In  these 
missives  he  proposed  to  the  Christian  King  an  immediate 
cession  of  the  fortresses  of  Quadros,  Changnin,  Quesada, 
and  Balmar,  with  the  sum  of  five  thousand  doubloons  in 
gold,  on  condition  that  he  should  raise  the  siege  of  Algezira- 
Alhadra,  and  cease  to  make  war  on  the  territories  of 
Granada.  These  proposals  were  accepted  by  the  King  of 
Castille,  and  securities  having  been  given  on  both  sides,  the 

*  The  result  of  this  siege  does  not  appear  in  this  part  of  the  text,  as 
our  readers  will  perceive,  but  is  related  in  a  subsequent  page.  The 
Spanish  chi'oniclcs  also  record  the  success  of  Suleyman,  wlio  not 
only  took  Ceuta,  but  many  other  places  of  the  neighbouring  terri- 
tories.—  Tr. 

t  Docks  for  ship-building. — Tr. 
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Bjcpo  of  Alfic'zira  was  raised,  wlien  the  IMoslcmah  were  at 
length  pi^riiiitled  (o  bn-athe  freely  after  their  h)iip[  oppres- 
sion. Tliat  (neiit  occurred  at  tlie  end  of  the  nioou  Xabau, 
ill  the  year  708.* 


CITAr.   XY. — Keekllion  in  oranara,  and  AnnicATiON    of    mtt- 

]1AMA»  III.  ITE  IS  SUCCEEDED  BY  his  BKOTHKU  NAZAK.  UEATII  OF 
THE  CllUISTIAN  KING  HEUANDO  (EEKDINAND)  OF  CA8TILLE  IN  ALCAB- 
DAT,  AND  TUAT  OF    Ml'HAMAD  IN  ALMINECAUB. 

"WliTLK  Muhaniad  was  tliiis  occupied  without  remission  in 

the  defence  and  government  of  his  states,  a  party  had  been 

formed  at   Granada  in  favour  of  his    brother,  the  Priiice 

Nazar,  calk'd  Abul  Giux,  a  son  of  Moliamad  Ben  Juzef  Hen 

Anasir,     The  pretext  given  for  this  rebellion  was,  that  the 

king,  having  almost  entirely  lost  the  use  of  his  eyes,  was 

compelled  to  confide   implicitly   in  his  ministers  at  a  time 

when  the  necessities  of  the  empire  demanded  a  sovereign 

whose  sight  was  keen  and  penetrating :  in  this  transparent 

veil  it  was  that  the  envy  with  which  the  principal  cavaliers 

and  Xeques  of  Granada  beheld  the  first  Vizier  of  the  king, 

was  enveloped ;  an  ambitious    hope   of  elevation   in  some, 

the  desire  to  ameliorate  their  fortunes,  in  others,  with   t\w 

love  of  change  proper  to  that  light  people,  in  the  rest,  were 

the  effective  causes  of  this  revolt. 

The  conspirators  had  concerted  their  measures  with  sufiS- 
cient  ability ;  no  trace  of  their  real  designs  was  permitted 
to  appear,  until  there  was  not  a  moment  left  for  seeking  a 
remedy,  since  no  effectual  restriction  could  well  be  applied 
to  the  mere  babble  of  gossips  or  the  murmurs  of  the 
populace ;  and  these  were  all  that  had  been  suffered  to 
transpire  until  the  time  for  acting  had  come. 

At  the  hour  of  dawn,  on  the  day  when  the  festival  of 
Alfitra,  or  the  departure  of  the  Eamazan,  is  celebrated, 
crowds,  composed  chiefly  of  the  lowest  classes  among  the 
people,  surrounded  the  Alcazar,  but  without  making  any 
attempt  to  force  an  entrance:  nor  did  they  commit  any 
act  of  violence ;    they  contented    themselves   with    cries 

*  Alcalib  says,  709.— Conde. 
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and  exclamations  of  ''  Long  life  to  oui-  Muley  Nazar :  long 
life  to  our  King  Nazar."  But  another  and  still  larger 
multitude  of  the  people  repaired  to  the  dwelling  of  the 
Yizier  Abu  Abdallah  El  Lachmi,  and  having  entered  the 
liouse  by  force,  they  pillaged  it  of  the  gold,  silver,  arms, 
horses,  and  vestments,  contained  therein,  burning  the  furni- 
ture and  valuable  collection  of  books  possessed  by  the 
Vizier,  and  destroying  whatever  they  could  lay  their  hands 
on.  These  ravagers  then  repaired  to  the  Alcazar,  and 
under  pretence  of  seeking  the  Yizier,  Abdallah  E2  Lachmi, 
who  had  taken  refuge  in  the  palace,  they  attacked  the  small 
body  of  guards  who  sought  to  oppose  their  violence,  and 
entered  the  building  in  fury  without  respecting  the  majesty 
of  the  royal  abode,  nor  even  the  presence  of  the  sovereign 
liimself :  nay,  it  was  after  Muhamad  had  in  vain  come  forth 
to  entreat  them  to  peace,  that  these  miscreants  cut  the 
Yizier  to  pieces  before  his  grieving  master's  eyes ;  and  that 
done,  they  satiated  their  rage  and  covetousness  by  the 
spoliation  and  plunder  of  the  Alcazar.  So  it  is,  that  the 
populace  throws  off  all  the  restraints  of  reason,  once  the 
barriers  of  a  due  submission  have  been  overpassed,  and 
with  whatever  pretest  they  emancipate  themselves  from 
the  restrictions  of  order  :  it  would  seem,  then,  that  the 
people  seek  to  profit  by  those  instances  of  their  impunity, 
for  the  purpose  of  indemnifying  themselves  for  that  I'espect 
for  law  and  enforced  obedience  to  rule  which  they  had  pre- 
viously been  compelled  to  observe. 

AVhile  the  disorderly  multitude  was  thus  employed  in 
destroying  all  within  the  reach  of  its  hands,  the  leaders  of 
tlie  rebellion  surrounded  King  Muhamad,  and  intimated  to 
him  the  will  of  the  sovereign  people  :  this  was  expressed  to 
the  effect  that  he  must  resign  tlie  crown  or  lose  his  head, 
since  the  populace  were  even  then  proclaiming  his  brother 
IS'azar  their  king.  The  good  Muhamad,  finding  himself 
alone  in  the  midst  of  so  many  foes,  did  not  hesitate  for 
a  moment ;  before  the  close  of  night  he  abdicated 
the  crown  with  much  solemnity,  and  made  over  the  king- 
dom to  his  brother.  Nazar  would  not  venture  to  appear  at 
that  moment  in  the  presence   of  his  despoiled   sovereign, 

*  Tliis  should  rather  be  709.— Concle. 
VOL.  III.  P 
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but  commanded  tliat  the  latter  should  be  conducted  to  the 
]vilace  of  tlie  priuoes  at  Alivuniecaiib,  uliich  was  assii^ned 
hiiu  as  ilia  future  residence  ;  ajid  tliither  the  despuUcd 
monarch  of  Granada  repaired  accordingly. 

The  Christians  of  Castille  had  meanwhile  made  themselves 
masters  of  the  fortress  of  Tempul ;  ami  with  their  aid, 
Zuleynian  Aben  Ivabie,  who  had  obtained  possession  of 
Ceuta,  extcrided  his  conquests  over  all  the  Comarcas  of  that 
district.  The  conquest  of  Ceuta  by  ZnleyniMU  Aben  Rabio 
took  place  in  the  moon  Safar,  of  the  year  700. 

The  new  kinjr,  Nazar,  then  attempted  to  enter  into  nego- 
ciations  with  Herando  of  Castille,  that  he  might  tlie  more 
eftectually  make  head  against  Aben  Gayniis,  the  Barcelonese, 
■who  was  still  besieging  vMineria;  but  his  endeavours  in  that 
quarter  had  no  success,  seeing  that  the  Christians  are  very 
arrogant,  and  difficult  to  persu  ide,  when  peace  is  requested 
at  their  hands,  although  most  bumble  and  tractable  when 
they  come  to  demand  it  in  their  turn. 

King  Nazar  tliereupon  assembled  his  forces  and  departed 
to  the  relief  of  Ahneria.  He  was  met  on  the  way  by  the 
tyrant  of  Barcelona,  Aben  Graymis,  and  a  sanguinary  en- 
gagement ensued :  the  carnage  was  so  cruel,  that  the  field 
remained  hidden  beneath  the  dead  ;  night  only  availed  to 
separate  the  combatants :  but  the  Ciiristians  did  not  desire 
to  venture  another  conflict  of  equal  obstinacy,  and  on  the 
following  day  they  raised  the  siege  of  Almeria.  The 
afflicted  inhabitants  of  the  place  were  thus  relieved,  but  not 
until  they  bad  been  on  the  very  point  of  surrendering  their 
city  to  the  enemy  of  Allah.  That  victory  was  obtained  at 
the  close  of  the  moon  Xaban,  in  the  year  709,  when  King 
Nazar  returned  in  triumph  to  Granada,  althougli  he  had  lost 
a  large  number  of  his  best  troops  in  that  campaign. 

No  long  time  after  his  return  from  Almeria,  the  new 
king  received  intelligence  to  the  effect  that  liis  nephew, 
Abul  Said,  son  of  bis  sister  and  of  Ferag  Ben  Nazar,  Wall  of 
Mnlaaa,  was  seeking  to  form  a  party,  and  had  gathered  troops 
with  the  most  ambitious  purposes.  King  Nazar  commanded 
that  he  should  be  taken  prisoner ;  but  the  order  was  not 
kept  so  carefully  secret  as  it  should  have  been,  and  Aben 
Said  found  means  to  escape  from  Granada.  Nazar  then 
wrote  letters  to  bis  brother-in-law,  Ferag,  exhorting  him  to 
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correct  the  youth,  lest  worse  slioukl  come  of  it ;  but  the 
father,  instead  of  admonishing  his  sou,  added  wings  to  the 
desires  of  his  ambition,  and  replying  to  King  Nazar  with 
much  asperity,  he  reproached  him  for  his  treachery  towards 
his  good  brother  Muhamad,  and  menaced  him  with  the  con- 
sequences of  that  act. 

At  the  close  of  the  moon  of  Griumada  Postrera,  in  the 
year  710,  King  Nazar  was  seized  with  apoplexy,  and  the 
attack  was  so  sudden  and  violent,  that  the  physicians  found 
all  their  eflbrts  unavailing,  although  they  hastened  to  ad- 
minister whatever  remedies  they  could  devise.  All  believed 
the  king  to  be  dead,  and  the  news  to  that  effect  was  at  once 
sent  tlirough  the  city,  when  the  friends  of  Muhamad,  but  few 
of  whom  had  accompanied  him  in  his  exile,  they  having  re- 
mained for  the  most  part  to  catch  the  breezes  of  fortune  from 
whatever  quarter  they  might  blow, — these  friends,  I  say, 
now  rose  with  one  accord,  and  hastening  eagerly  to  draw 
the  deposed  monarch  from  his  retirement,  they  placed  him 
in  a  litter,  disregarding  his  refusal  to  accompany  them  ;  and 
bearing  him  from  Almuuecaub,  they  entered  Granada  with 
their  recovered  sovereign  on  the  first  day  of  the  moon  E-egeb 
in  the  same  year. 

But  what  was  the  surprise  of  these  men  when  they  found, 
on  arriving  in  the  capital,  that  King  Nazar  had  been  re- 
stored to  health,  and  saw  that  the  city  was  celebrating  a 
festival  for  his  unhoped-for  restitution !  The  good  Mo- 
hamad was  compelled  to  descend  to  a  pretext  by  which  he 
might  account  for  his  arrival :  he  affirmed  that  he  had  come 
to  visit  his  brother,  on  hearing  the  rumours  of  his  failing 
health ;  and  Nazar,  affecting  to  believe  him,  expressed  his 
gratitude  for  that  attention.  There  were  not  wanting  those 
who  suggested  to  Nazar  that  he  should  subject  his  brother 
to  a  rigorous  imprisonment ;  but  the  former,  who  knew  the 
excellence  of  Muliamad's  heart,  would  not  permit  him  to  be 
disturbed ;  he  contented  himself  with  dismissing  the  deposed 
monarch  to  the  peace  of  his  previous  exile  at  Almunecaub, 
but  commanded  that  all  who  had  been  accessory  to 
his  leaving  that  place  should  thenceforth  share  his  banish- 
ment. 

Malicious  tongues     then    attributed    to    Muhamad   the 
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irruption  which  Kiiii;  ILt-raiuIo  of  CastiUc  was  at  tlmt  time 
ninkint!;  on  tht'  ti-rritoriea  of  (Jranada,  into  wliioh  he  had 
iiiarcht'il  with  a  i^roat  host,  cuttinj^  up  t!io  fields,  vineyards, 
and  olive-grounds,  as  was  his  want.  lie  furthermore  laid 
siege  to  IMedina  Alc-abdat,  which  surrendered  by  capitula- 
tion, AVhen  Muhainad  heard  these  rumours,  he  wrote 
letters  to  the  Kin-j;  of  Custille,  entreating  him  by  the  friend- 
sliip  that  had  existed  between  them  not  to  devastate  the 
territories  of  his  brother,  but  rather  to  turn  his  arms  on 
ISCedina  INIalaga,  the  AN^ali  of  which  city  had  become  the 
enemy  of  JN'azar ;  by  which  means  he,  Muhamad,  should  be 
freed  from  the  suspicions  which  had  risen  against  him,  and 
might  the  more  readily  find  means  to  disprove  the  assertions 
uf  those  slanderers  who  sought  to  prove  him  culpable  iu 
respect  to  the  surrender  of  Aleabdat. 

To  this  request,  the  King  of  Castille,  either  because  ho 
•was  of  a  truth  the  friend  of  Muhamad,  or  more  probably 
because  his  interests  were  equally  promoted  by  a  descent 
upon  Malaga,  turned  his  arms  against  that  city,  and  was  on 
the  eve  of  commencing  the  siege  thereof,  when  his  enter- 
prise was  cut  short  by  the  hand  of  death.  This  event  was 
kept  secret  during  three  days,  and  the  remains  of  King 
llerando  were  transported  to  Jaen,  where  the  intelligence 
of  his  decease  was  made  public,  and  his  son  Alphonso  was 
proclaimed  king  in  his  stead. 

Of  the  death  of  King  Herando,  and  of  the  circumstances 
attending  it,  many  strange  things  are  related*  (of  all  which 
I  have  treated  in  my  "  Book  of  Extraordinary  Events.") 

*  The  most  important  of  these  rumours,  as  our  readers  will  have 
anticipated,  was  the  oircumstanee  which  caused  many  of  the  Spanish 
writers  to  call  Ferdinand  the  "  Summoned  ;"  his  having  condemned  tlie 
two  brothers,  Pedro  and  Alonzo  Carvazal,  to  death,  namely,  on  the 
mere  suspicion  that  they  had  committed  a  murder,  and  witliout  proof 
of  their  guilt.  The  dying  men  had  affirmed  tlieir  innocence  to  the 
last,  and  their  expiring  words  had  summoned  Ferdinand  to  appear 
witliin  a  month  before  the  Supreme  Judge  of  all,  there  to  give  an 
Mccount  of  his  unjust  decree.  But  Mariana  declares  Ferdinand's 
death  to  liave  been  caused  by  obstinate  indulgence  in  the  jileasures  of 
the  table,  at  a  time  when  the  state  of  his  health  demanded  the  most 
rigorous  abstinence. — Tr. 
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No  long  time  after  that  event  the  good  King  Muhamad  also 
died,*  departing  to  the  mercy  of  Aikxh  in  tlie  commencement 
of  the  moon  Xawal,  in  the  year  713.t  His  brother  JN^azar 
commanded  that  he  should  be  laid  to  rest  in  tlie  sepulchre 
of  their  fathers,  and  caused  the  following  epitaph  to  be  en- 
graved on  his  tomb  : — 

"This  is  the  sepulchre  of  the  virtuous  Sultan,  the  just 
"  Prince  ;  wise  in  the  fear  of  Grod  ;  one  of  the  excellent 
"  Kings  ;  the  patient  in  afflictions  ;  a  zealous  follower  of  the 
"  path  of  Grod  ;  tlie  amicable,  the  austere,  the  Grod-fearing, 
"  the  humble,  the  resigned  to  God,  no  less  in  adversity  than 
"  in  prosperity ;  a  dweller  in  the  two  paradises  by  his  medi- 
"  tations  and  by  his  praises  of  God  ;  he  who  led  the  creatures 
"of  Allah  in  the  true  way  ;  the  maintaining  hand  of  justice, 
"  the  open  patli  of  confidence  and  of  duty  ;  the  support  of 
"  his  people  in  their  honour,  by  the  victories  which  he  gained 
"  by  his  valour ;  the  justice  of  the  throne  ;  the  ornament  and 
"  resplendent  light  of  the  state  ;  the  portal  of  the  law,  and  of 
"  the  faith  ;  the  perpetual  adorer  of  God  in  his  evils  and  in 
"  his  misfortunes,  no  less  than  in  the  hours  of  Lis  triumph  ; 
"  he  who  shall  be  luminous  in  the  day  of  account,  as  one  exact 
"  in  the  tradition,  in  the  works  of  the  Law,  and  in  the  sublime 
"  purifications  ;  ever  ready  and  disposed  against  the  Infidels 
"  with  the  step  of  firmness  and  merit ;  an  observer  of  the 
"just  medium;  the  unfailing  friend  of  humanity;  the  de- 
"  fender  of  the  temples,  the  protector  of  religion,  the  selected, 
"  the  illustrious ;  the  heir  of  the  house  of  JSTazar  ;  the  in- 
"  heritor  of  their  justice,  as  well  as  of  their  states,  and  of  their 
"  laborious  zeal  in  the  defence  and  government  of  their 
"  people,  as  of  their  care  to  increase  the  advantages  and 
"  welfare  of  the  same  ;  the  clement  King  ;  the  Prince  of  the 
"Moslemah  ;  the  honour  of  the  Faithful ;  the  irresistible  con- 
"  queror  of  the  unbelievers ;  the  avenger,  by  the  grace  of 
"  God  ;  Abu  Abdallah,  son  of  the  Prince  of  the  Paithful,  the 
"  exalted  Sultan ;  the  president  of  direction  ;  the  cloud  drop- 
"  ping  dew  ;  the  life  of  tradition ;  the  support  of  the  sect ; 
"  the  zealous  in  the  faith  of  God ;  the  protector  of  the  Law 

*  Muhamad  was  drowned  in  a  small  lake  or  pond  ;  but  whether  ho 
fell  in  by  accident,  or  was  treacherously  cast  into  the  water,  has  not  been 
ascertained. —  Condi. 

t  A. I..  131-1.. 
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"of  God:  Aim  Alulallali,  sou  of  tlio  Piiiice  of  tho  Fiiitlif;il, 
"tlie  couqiKM-or  for  (Jod  — Abu  Abdalluh  Ben  Juzef  Ben 
"  Naz:ir.  j\lay  God  honour  his  mausioii,  and  be  gracious  to 
"  liim  of  hi.s  (roodness.  He  was  born — may  (Jod  have  pleasure 
"inhini— on  \V\-diiosday,thelhird  dayof  the  lionouredXaban, 
"  in  tho  year  six  hundred  and  fifty-five,  and  died — may  God 
"sanctify  his  s[)irit,  and  refresh  his  sepulchre  with  the  de- 
"  licious'cups  of  his  benignity — on  Wednesday,  the  third  day 
"  of  Xawal,  in  the  year  seven  hundred  and  thirteen.  May 
"God  exalt  him  to"  the  highest  mansions  of  the  just,  for  the 
"  truth  of  tho  Law,  and  may  He  bless  those  who  remain  of 
"  his  house.  May  God  bless  our  lord  and  our  master  Mu- 
'■  hamad,  and  grant  His  perfect  benediction  to  all  the  people 
"  of  the  prophet."* 

On  the  other  side  of  the  stone  was  placed  a  second 
eulogy  of  the  departed  sovereign's  virtues,  praying  that  God 
■would  grant  him  the  reward  of  the  same,  that  He  would 
refresh  his  sepulchre  with  benign  airs,  that  He  would  send 
upon  it  a  beneficent  dew  and  liberal  clouds  of  clemency, 
that  He  would  clothe  and  adorn  him  with  the  precious  vest- 
ments of  His  mercy,  and  that  He  would  receive  him  into  the 
blessed  and  eternal  abodes  of  Paradise. 


CHAP.  XVI.— Eeign  of  xazar,  and  his  almost  immediate  down- 
tali.    murpTioxs  OF  the  tixa  pedko  of  castille. 

iiTTER  the  death  of  the  good  King  Muhamad,  it  might  have 
been  fairly  expected  that  party  spirit  w  ould  be  laid  at  rest, 
since  King  jNazar  then  took  legitimate  possession  of  the 
throne,  which  he  had  previously  occupied  without  the  right  to 
do  so.  But  this  was  not  the  case  :  disquietudes  and  seditions 
prevailed  from  the  first  moment,  and  tranquillity  was  un- 
liBOwn  to  the  court  of  Granada. 

King  ]N  azar  was  of  lofty  stature  and  elegant  proportions  ; 

• 

*  The  Translator  has  given  tliis  epitaph  io  the  letter,  in  the 
hope  that  such  of  our  Author's  readers  as  may  have  accused  him  of 
a  somewhat  prolix  manner,  and  occasional  redundancies  of  style, 
may  be  induced  to  excuse  that  defect,  in  consideration  of  his  having 
■riven  his  days  and  nights,  for  our  benefit,  to  the  study  of  Avriters  capable 
fef  the  above. 
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he  had  fine  eyes,  exhibited  a  kindly  disposition,  and  was 
friendly  of  manner  towai'ds  all  who  approached  his  presence ; 
he  was  moderate  in  his  habits,  desirous  ol'  learning,  of  re- 
markable ability,  and  nnich  addicted  to  the  study  of  the 
sciences,  more  especially  to  that  of  astronomy,  in  which  he 
had  for  his  master  the  learned  Abu  Abdallah  Ben  Arracam, 
a  man  of  incomparable  genius  in  the  invention  of  instru- 
ments, and  to  Avhom  the  sciences  are  more  especially 
indebted  for  very  ingenious  clocks,  as  well  as  for  astronomical 
tables. 

When  King  Nazar  was  first  proclaimed  king,  he  was  just 
twenty-three  years  old ;  the  graces  of  his  presence  gained  him 
the  good- will  of  all;  he  was  besides  exceedingly  liberal,  and 
a  declared  enemy  of  war.  It  was  on  this  account  that  he 
sought  to  make  peace  with  the  Christians,  even  from  the 
commencement  of  his  reign,  and  on  the  death  of  Herando, 
King  of  Castille,  he  sent  letters  to  his  successor.  Prince 
Pedro,  requesting  to  be  received  into  his  friendship:  that  pro- 
posal the  Christian  King  accepted  very  gladly :  and  the  two 
monarch s  concerted  their  alliance  accordingly. 

The  Viziers  of  King  Nazar  were  Abu  Bekar  Ben  A.tia, 
Abu  Muhamad  Ben  Almul  of  Cordova,  a  man  illustrious  for 
his  nobility,  valour,  and  genius,  and  Muhamad  Ben  Aly  El 
Hagi,  a  crafty  and  ambitious  person,  who  was  the  promoter 
of  many  alterations  in  the  state,  and,  at  a  word,  became 
the  cause  of  King  Nazar's  downfall.  His  sole  secretary  or 
Alcatib  was  Abul  Hassan  Ben  Algiab,  who  served  him 
through  the  whole  of  his  reign  ;  and  his  Alcadi,  for  he  had 
in  like  manner  but  one,  was  Abu  Giafar  El  Carsi,  called 
Alfarcon. 

The  unmeasured  ambition  of  the  Vizier  Muhamad  Ben 
Aly  caused  extreme  discontent  to  many  of  the  principal 
nobles,  whom  he  kept  at  a  distance  from  tlie  palace,  and 
would  not  permit  that  any  one  of  them  should  approach  the 
person  of  the  king,  save  only  by  his  own  intervention  :  nay, 
if  he  perceived  that  any  one  among  the  Xeques  appeared  to 
be  obtaining  favour  with  King  Nazar,  he  gave  himself  no 
rest  until  he  had  ruuied  that  person  by  his  artifice  and 
deceits.  The  numbers  of  the  Xeques  thus  aggrieved  by  the 
haughtiness  and  envious  character  of  the  Vizier,  increasing, 
they  formed  a  party,  determined  to  effect  his  disgrace,  or, 
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if  nondriil,  tlio  fall  of  tho  king  himself,  by  whom  Abu  Mu- 
haniad  was  fonfidcd  in  and  esteemed  so  mueh  beyond  his 
deserts.  On  this  oeeasion,  the  dissatisfied  nobles  availed 
themselves  of  the  rcsoiiree  oll'ered  to  theiii  by  tlie  brother- 
in-law  of  tho  king,  Fcrag  Ben  Nasar,  Wali  of  Malaga, 
by  whom  the  ambitious  desires  of  his  sou  Abul  Said,  called 
Abul  Waliil,  WL-re  notoriously  favoured,  although  tlie  latter 
a.spired  to  nothing  less  than  the  possession  of  the  kingdom. 
The  discontented  Xeques  wrote  letters,  therefore,  to  tho 
Trali  of  Malaga,  whose  reply  increased  their  hopes,  and  who 
stirred  the  fires  of  rebellion  to  the  utmost  of  his  power. 
Despatching  his  emissaries  to  Granada  without  loss  of  time, 
ho  directed  these  men  to  provoke  an  insurrection  among  the 
people,  exciting  them  to  demand  the  head  of  tho  hati'd 
Vizier,  'Then  the  populace  of  Granada,  ever  desirous  of 
novelty,  reinforced  the  cry  of  the  seditious  leaders,  and  dared 
to  demand  from  their  king  the  head  of  Muharaad  Ben  Aly, 
whose  services  Nazar  considered  to  be  so  valuable,  and 
whose  eloquence  was  so  persuasive,  that  his  sovereign  gave 
him  assurance  of  safety  for  his  life,  and  went  forth  in  person 
to  use  all  his  efforts  for  appeasing  the  insurgents,  address- 
ing the  assembled  multitude,  to  whom  be  gave  a  promise 
that  the  Vizier,  of  whoso  oppressions  they  complained, 
should  offend  them  no  more.  J3y  these  words  the  tempest 
was  calmed  for  the  time,  but  the  king  did  but  deprive 
Muhamad  Ben  Aly  of  his  employment.* 

This  did  not  suffice  to  appease  the  disaffected  Xeques, 
who  still  suffered  persecutions  from  the  influence  of  the 
same  Vizier,  and  by  whom  it  could  not  fail  to  be  remarked 
that  the  king  was  gradually  subjecting  all  who  were  sus- 
pected of  having  taken  part  in  the  sedition  to  various 
degrees  of  punishment.  The  certainty  that  he  had  re- 
solved to  seize  each  in  his  turn  becoming  obvious  to  those 
more  immediately  concerned,  the  most  culpable  fled  to 
Malaga,  where  they  encouraged  the  Wali  and  his  son 
in  their  designs  on  the  kingdom  ;  assuring  them  of  the 
support  they  would  find  in  Granada,  and  of  the  desire  felt 
by  many  among  the   inhabitants  for  the  success  of  their 

*  Alcociay  Alcatib,   of  Seville,   tells  ii«   tlmt  tliis  ini5urrection  took 
place  ou  the  29th  clay  of  Ramazan,  in  the  year  712. —  Condi. 
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enterprise.  These  declarations  coming  in  aid  of  his  o^vn 
secret  wishes,  caused  Abul  Walid  to  make  preparations  for 
a  new  aggression  on  the  authority  of  his  uncle  :  he  therefore 
assembled  a  large  army,  at  the  head  of  which  he  departed  for 
Granada,  with  his  hopes  highly  raised. 

Abul  Walid  found  little  diiKculty  in  reducing  the 
fortresses  which  he  found  on  his  way,  and  arriving  with  his 
formiaable  host  undiminished  before  the  capital,  he  there 
fixed  his  camp  on  the  28th  day  of  the  Moon  Xawal  in  the 
year  713.  On  that  same  day  there  came  forth  a  large 
number  of  disaffected  men  from  Granada,  and  joined  them- 
selves to  his  banners  ;  while  the  seditious  leaders  remained 
within  the  walls,  exciting  the  people  to  insurrection,  dis- 
tributing money  among  the  lower  classes,  and  offering  larger 
sums,  with  other  inducements,  to  those  of  a  higher  rank. 

All  the  city  was  thus  speedily  divided  into  factions,  some 
of  whom  plundered  and  slew  the  more  peaceable  inhabitants 
for  the  gratification  of  their  covetousness,  while  others 
pursued  the  same  path  in  search  of  vengeance  for  the  offences, 
real  or  supposed,  of  which  they  found  cause  +o  complain. 
In  the  sufferings  and  disorders  of  that  tumult  was  spent  the 
greater  part  of  the  day  after  Abul  "Walid's  arrival,  with  the 
whole  of  the  following  night  and  the  dawn  of  the  succeeding 
morning :  those  who  were  suftering  the  most  severe  injuries 
from  the  insurrection  then  threw  open  the  gates  of  the  suburb, 
before  the  Albayzin,  when  the  troops  of  Abul  AYalid  entered 
the  city  without  having  received  impediment  from  any  man. 
They  then  occupied  the  fortress  which  stands  in  front  of 
the  Alhambra,  and  soon  afterwards  made  themselves  masters 
of  the  Alcazar.  This  took  place  on  the  29th  day  of  the 
Moon  Xawal. 

The  King  Nazar  and  his  followers  had  retired  to  the 
Alhambra,  where  they  were  immediately  besieged  by  the 
forces  of  Abid  \Yalid.  Seeing  themselves  in  great  need, 
without  succours  of  any  kind,  and  not  knowing  to  whom  to 
have  recourse,  they  determined  to  send  messengers  to 
Pedro  of  Castille,  who  was  at  that  time  in  Medina  Cordova. 
King  Nazar  then  wrote  letters  to  the  Infidel  Don  Pedro,  to 
the  following  effect ;  he  declared  himself  to  be  greatly  in  need 
of  assistance,  and  entreated  the  Christian  to  come  without 


2l8  dominion  of  TUK  ABABS  in  Bl'AIN.  [a.d  13]  4. 

(Ichiy  Ibi  tlie  purpose  of  (U^liverinc;  iiim  I'roni  liis  nopliew, 
Abul  Wnlid,  the  Hon  of  Ferag  Bou  Ts'nznr,  AV^ili  of  Malaga, 
wlu)  was  thon  bosic^iiig  him  in  the  Al'nainljra.  JSazar  adchd 
that  there  were  neverlheh>;a  many  of  hib  party  reniainliig 
faithful  to  him,  wlio  would  act  in  aid  of  their  king,  if 
Don  Pedro,  as  ho  hoped  from  his  Irieudship,  would  appear 
to  ]iroteet  hi  in. 

The  Carttilian  prince  had  no  sooner  received  these  letters 
than  he  assembled  his  forces ;  but  his  movements  were  not 
so  rapid  as  the  eircuiiiRtanees  required  ;  King  Nazar  being 
so  closely  pressed  by  Abul  Walid  that  liis  people  entreated 
him  to  surrender  on  the  most  favourable  conditions  that 
could  be  obtained,  since  they  believed  liim  to  have  no  hope 
of  succour  save  from  heaven.  Persuaded  by  their  argumeiits 
Nazar  entered  into  negociations  with  his  nephew,  to  whom 
he  yielded  his  kingdom,  reserving  to  himself  nothing  more 
than  the  city  of  (xuadix,  with  its  Comarca,  but  requiring 
security  for  the  lives  and  possessions  of  all  who  had 
remained  fafthful  to  him.  These  conditions  were  readdy 
assented  to  by  the  victor,  who  was  but  too  happy  to  find 
that  he  had  attained  the  object  of  his  wishes  with  so  much 
facility. 

The  deposed  Nazar  then  departed  from  Granada,  leaving 
that  city  on  Tuesday,  the  3rd  day  of  the  Moon  Dylcada,  in 
the  year  713.  He  had  but  few  of  his  late  followers  then 
remaining  in  his  company,  and  went  with  a  full  persuasion 
of  the  instability  of  human  greatness,  beholding  in  his  own 
misforture  a  repetition  of  that  which  he  had  himself 
inflicted  on  his  brother  Muhamad.  The  people  of  Granada 
"were  meanwhile  occupied  with  the  proclamation  of  their 
new  king,  whose  accession  they  solemnised  with  great 
festivities. 

Don  Pedro  of  Castille  was  on  his  part  advancing  with  a 
large  and  well-appointed  force  of  cavalry  and  foot-soldiers 
to  the  assistance  of  his  friend  King  Nazar  of  Granada,  but 
received  intelligence  on  his  road  to  the  effect  that  Abul 
"Walid  had  obtained  possession  of  the  Alhambra,  and  was 
acknowledged  by  all  the  people  as  their  sovereign.  Don 
Pedro  was  furthermore  informed  of  the  departure  of  the 
deposed  monarch  from  the  capital,  and  of  liis  retirement  to 
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.Guadix ;  but  notwithstanding  these  tilings,  and  although  he 
did  not  then  proceed  to  Granada,  as  had  been  his  purpose, 
yet  that  enemy  of  Allah  could  not  prevail  on  himself  to  lose 
the  opportunity  for  working  evil  in  the  land  of  the  Mos- 
lemah :  he  therefore  laid  siege  to  the  stronghold  of  Kute, 
and  although  the  place  was  almost  impregnable  by  its 
position,  and  was  moreover  -well  defended  by  a  brave  garri- 
son, he  yet  found  means  to  prevail,  ajid  entering  iiute 
sword  in  hand,  he  slew  or  took  captive  all  the  Puithful  who 
had  taken  part  in  the  defence.  Having  efiected  these  things 
the  Christians  returned  in  triumph  to  Cordova. 

The  deposed  King  JS'azar  retired  to  his  city  of  Guadix  as 
above  related  ;  nor  did  he  long  continue  discontented  with  his 
lot :  having  become  wise  and  moderate  in  his  adver.->ity,  he 
did  not  aspire  to  the  recovery  of  his  lost  dominions,  nor 
could  he  ever  be  persuaded  to  make  any  attempt  for  that 
purpose,  although  there  were  not  wanting  those  who  advised 
him  to  do  so,  and  who  promised  him  their  aid,  declaring  the 
moment  to  be   opportune,  and    his    success  well   assured. 
Thus  he  passed  his  life  in   tranquillity,  until  "Wednesday, 
the  6th  day  of  the  Moon  Dylcada,  in  the  year  7  22,  when  he 
departed  to  the  mercy  of  Allah.     The  remains  of  Nazar  Ben 
Muhamad   were    in    the   first   instance    deposited   in   the 
Alcazaba  of  Medina  Guadix,  but  were  removed  thence  to 
Granada  in  the  Moon  Dylhagia  of  the  same  year ;  he  there 
received  a  very  honourable  interment,  at  which  the  king, 
bis  nephew,  with  a  noble  company  of  cavaliers,  was  present, 
and  made  the  prayer  of  Alazar  over  the  bier  of  the  dead  ;  the 
coffin  was  then  placed,  with  much  pomp  and  solemnity,  in 
the  sepidchre  of  the  kings, — an  event  which   occurred  on 
Thursday,  the  Gth  day  of  the  above-named  Moon.     On  the 
tomb  was  placed  the  following  epitaph  : — 

"  This  is  the  sepulchre  of  the  exalted,  powerful,  and 
"illustrious  sultan,  the  descendant  of  most  noble  kings,  of 
"  a  very  potent  house,  and  of  the  most  honoured  race  of  the 
"  Alansaries  ;  the  high  in  lineage,  the  splendour  of  royalty, 
"  and  the  inaccessible  rock  of  defence  to  the  people.  The 
"  fourth  of  the  kings  proceeding  froMi  the  Beni  JNazar,  pro- 
"  tectors  of  the  Law  and  of  the  Direction,  chosen  and  zealous 
"  labourers  in  the  path  of  God.  The  king,  clement  towards 
'•  all  men,  the  most  Hberal  among  the  liberal,  noble  in  his 
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"  goodness,  p;oncroii9,  pure  of  lieart,*  lioly  and  merciful.  Abul 
"  Giux  Aazar,  son  of  the  exalted  sultan,  the  del'cnder,  tire 
"illustrious,  the  |)roteetor,  the  just  kinji;,  the  renowned,  the 
"  humane,  the  shield  of  the  Law,  the  bulwark  of  Islam,  the 
"aunihilator  of  the  idolators,  the  favoured,  the  con(|ueriug, 
"  the  mereiful,  the  holy  prinee  of  the  Faithful,  Abu  Abdallah, 
"son  of  the  sultan,  the  noble  king,  the  honour  of  men,  the 
"  leader  of  the  Faithful,  the  sovereign  of  those  who  fear 
"  God  and  of  the  pure  in  heart,  the  faithful  d^positoryt 
"of  the  tj-aditions  and  works  of  Islam,  the  refuge  of 
"religion  and  of  the  Eaith,  the  conqueror  for  Allah,  the 
"  victorious  by  the  grace  of  God,  the  holy,  the  merciful, 
"  the  Prince  of  the  Moslcmah,  Abu  AbdaUah  Ben  Nazar. 
"  May  God  bestow  upon  him  the  blessing  of  His  approval, 
"  and  overshadow  him  with  His  mercy  and  His  clemency. 
"May  He  gather  him  into  the  abodes  of  sanctity,  and 
"inscribe  him  among  those  in  whom  He  bath  pleasure. 
"  The  day  which  saw  the  birth  of  Nazar  was  Monday, 
"the  24th  of  the  Moon  Eamazan  the  Great,  in  the  year 
"686.J  He  was  proclaimed  king  on  Friday,  the  2nd  of 
"the  Moon  Xawal,  in  the  year  70S,  and  having  departed 
"from  the  life  of  this  world,  was  interred  on  the  night 
"  of  Wednesday,  the  6th  of  the  Moon  DylcaJa,  in  the  year 
"722.§  Praised  be  the  God  of  truth,  the  illustrious  in- 
"  heritor  of  the  earth  and  all  that  is  upon  it,  for  be  is 
"  the  best  of  inheritors." 

There  followed  in  verse  the  words  beneath :  "  Oh,  sepul- 
"  chre  of  the  generous  !  over  thy  dust  may  celestial  clouds 
"  of  mercy,  of  refreshment,  of  protection,  and  of  peace,  fall 
"  richly.  On  thy  steps  may  there  continually  resound  the 
"  blessing  of  a  noble  king,  generous  among  the  most  gene- 
"  rous,  the  delight  of  the  human  race,  excellent  in  heart, 
"and  abounding  in  goodness  towards  all  created  beings, 
"  of  inexhaustible  charity,  a  perpetual  spring  of  glory.  Be 
"  thou,  Oh  tomb,  ever  blessed  for  the  sake  of  jN'azar,  the 
"  fourth  of  the  kings  of  the  Beni  Nazan,  the  defenders  of 
"  Islam.     From  his  first  rising  the  star  of  the  Faith,  from 

*  Literally,  well-intentioned. —  TV. 

t  Hafit :  he  who  is  acquainted  with  the  traditions. — Conde. 
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"  his  earliest  dawn  the  protector  of  tlie  Law,  the  throne  of 
"  this  king  was  the  best  refuge  of  all  the  creatures  of  Allah. 
"  Oh,  Lord  of  goodness  and  benignity,  thy  house  was  a  rich 
"  mine  of  judgment,  of  prudence,  of  virtue,  and  of  beneficence. 
'•  In  Thee,  the  man  whose  good  fortune  permitted  him  to 
"  see  or  to  approach  Thee,  found  the  fulfilment  of  his 
"  desires.  Oh,  tliou,  who  wert  the  nobility  and  excellence 
"  of  the  earth,  the  splendour  of  goodness  shining  in  thy 
"  countenance  was  as  the  light  of  the  day,  compelling  dark 
"  shadows  to  depart.  Never  did  the  moon  attain  to  her 
"  fulness  of  radiance  in  liigher  perfection  of  beauty.  The 
"  sublime  virtues  of  Abul  Griux  exhale  a  holy  odour  of 
'■'  sweetness  as  doth  the  precious  perfume,  even  though  it 
"  be  hidden  within  the  sealed  casket.  May  Allah  oouipass 
"  him  about  with  his  mercy,  and  receive  him  to  those  eternal 
"  dwellings  which  are  the  abodes  of  all  delights." 


CHAP.  XYII. — Of  tub  kings  coNTEiiPOEAET  with  nazab. 

In  Almagreb,*  the  Sultan  Abu  Eabie  Zuleyman  Ben 
Abdallah  Ben  Abi  Jakoub  Juzef  Ben  Abi  Juzef  Jakoub 
Ben  Abdelhac  succeeded  to  the  empire  on  the  death  of  his 
brother,  the  Sultan  Abu  Thabet  Amer,  who  died  on  the 
confines  of  Tangiers,  in  the  Moon  Safer  of  the  year  708. 
His  reign  was  a  remarkable  one,  and  in  his  time  the  city  of 
Ceuta,  with  its  Comarcas,  was  recovered  to  the  sovereignty 
of  the  Beni  Merines.  But  the  Sultan  Zuleyman  did  not 
long  survive  that  glorious  restoration,  and  on  his  death, 
which  took  place  at  Tezi,  in  the  Moon  Eegeb,  of  the  year 
710,  the  empire  was  assumed  by  the  uncle  of  his  father,  the 
great  and  noble  Sultan  Abu  Said  Othinan  Ben  Abi  Juzef 
Jakoub  Ben  Abdelhac,  whose  reign  endui-ed  beyond  that  of 
the  King  of  Granada  last  mentioned,  and  extended  far  into 
the  time  of  his  successor. 

In  Telencen  the  reins  of  government  were  held  by  Prince 
llamu  Muza  Ben  Othmau  Ben  Tagomarsan,  a  wise  and 

*  The  west  of  Africa. 
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benevolent  soveroij^n,  who  maintained  tlio  state  until  it 
wns  taken  from  liis  hands  by  his  son  Abderahnian  Abu 
Taxfiii.  which  occurred  in  the  \cr\r  718. 

In  Tunis  tlie  reiLjninp;  nionareh  was  Prince  Alcalifa  Abu 
Abdallali  JMuhamad,  sou  of  Yahye  Ben  Almostansir  Abu 
Abdallnh  I\luhanvul  BeuAnn'r  Abu  Zacaria  Ben  Abu  Chafas 
Ben  Abdii  Waliid.  Prince  Alcalifa  died  in  the  ]\luon  Bebie 
Postrera  of  the  year  709,  when  the  empire  fell  into  the 
hands  of  his  kinsman,  Amir  Abu  Bekar  Ben  Abderaliman, 
wheixnipon  there  followed  jrreat  revolutions  and  civil  wars, 
which  continued  until  the  year  713. 

Of  the  Christian  kings  were  the  following  :  on  the  throne 
of  Castille  was  seated  llerando*  Ben  Sancho  Ben  Alfonso 
Ben  llerando,  who  laid  siege  to  Algezira  Aihadra,  but 
entered  into  a  treaty  with  the  Moslemah  King  of  Granada 
for  the  abandonment  of  that  enterprise.  lie  tlien  repaired 
to  the  stronghold  of  Alcabdat,  which  he  also  besieged,  and 
where  he  died,  his  remains  being  removed  thence  to  Jaen. 
He  was  succeeded  by  his  son  Alfonso,  whose  days  were 
prolonged  until  the  year  750. 

In  Aragon,  Gaymis  Ben  Pedro  was  the  ruler  of  the  land : 
lie  it  was  who  laid  siege  to  Almeria,  and  reduced  the  place 
to  the  last  extremity,  but  being  attacked  by  the  army  of  the 
Moslemah  he  was  compelled  to  raise  the  siege,  after  a 
sanguinary  battle.  He  survived  the  King  of  Granada, 
Nazar  Ben  Muhamad,  of  whom  there  hath  been  discourse 
above. 

Ismail,  the  Eon  of  Ferag  Ben  Xazar  Ben  Ismail  Ben 
Muhamad  Ben  Ahmed  Bon  jNIahamad  Ben  Hasain  Ben 
Ocail  El  Ansari  El  Chazregi,  was  called  Abul  Walid  and 
Abul  Said,  as  we  have  before  related ;  he  was  the  son  of 
the  Wali  of  Malaga  and  nephew  of  that  Nazar  whom  he 
deposed,  his  mother  being  a  sister  of  Nazar.  He  was  a 
man  of  very  noble  aspect  and  beautiful  person ;  possessed 
infinite  constancy  of  mind ;  was  frank  and  open  of  cha- 
racter, very  liberal,  singularly  chaste,  and  a  declared  enemy 
to  all  irregularity  of  life.  His  exaltation  to  the  kingdom 
of  his  uncle  was  attributable  only  to  his  temerity  and  the 

*  Ferdinand, 
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extraordinary  favour  of  fortune ;  but  how  often  do  we  not 
see  a  bold  raslinoss  produce  advautiiges  and  secure  success 
■which  would  not  have  been  obtained  by  prudence  !  nay,  that 
which  appears  to  be  mere  folly  is  not  unfrequently  found 
to  have  all  the  effect  due  to  an  enterprise  meditated  maturely, 
and  sagacioixsly  conducted  to  its  close,  while  the  carefully 
concerted  plans  and  purposes  of  one  who  hath  amply  con- 
sidered and  duly  weighed  all  probabilities,  are  frequently 
rendered  ineffectual  by  unlooked-for  difficulties,  and  brought 
to  nought  by  unforeseen  impediments  ! — a  manifest  proof 
that  the  actions  of  Man  are  controlled  to  His  own  ends  by 
the  Sovereign  Arbiter  of  the  universe,  and  that  His  Divine 
Hand  leadeth  all  whom  He  hath  created  to  that  v/hich  His 
Supreme  Will  hath  determined  for  them. 

How,  indeed,  could  the  young  Ismail  Abul  "VValid  conceive 
a  hope  that  he  should  ever  attain  to  the  throne  of  Granada, 
when  his  rash  and  presumptuous  pretensions  had  caused  him 
to  be  driven  from  that  city  ?  Nay,  he  could  not  even  gather 
a  party  whicli  might  have  enabled  him  to  declare  himself 
for  either  side,  at  the  time  when  his  uncle  Nazar  conspired 
and  rose  in  rebellion  against  the  King  Muhuinad.  It  is 
even  related,  that  after  these  occurrences,  and  in  the  com- 
mencement of  the  reign  of  Nazar,  Ismail  Abul  "Walid 
returned  once  more  to  Granada,  and  remained  for  some  time 
concealed  in  that  city ;  but  his  plots  being  denounced,  he 
was  a  second  time  driven  from  the  capital.  The  circum- 
stances by  which  he  was  emboldened  openly  to  declare 
liimself  the  enemy  of  his  uncle,  his  immediate  assembling  of 
troops,  and  the  favour  he  received  from  the  seditious  leaders 
of  the  people  in  Granada, have  already  been  related;  but 
some  few  of  the  events  occiu"ring  at  that  period  still  remain 
to  be  told. 

"When  Ismail  Ben  Ferag,  called  Abul  Walid,  marched  in 
aid  of  the  rebellious  Granadines,  he  had  a  large  body  of 
cavalry,  with  which  he  ejicamped  in  the  suburb  called 
Atocha,  on  the  first  day  of  Muharram,  in  the  year  712, 
when  his  uncle  Nazar  went  forth  against  him  with  his 
friends  and  certain  cavaliers  of  his  party.  But  then  did 
Fortune  begin  to  shower  favours  over  Ismail  with  full 
hands ;  he  defeated  the  followers  of  Nazar,  who  all  fled 
whithersoever  they  could  find  a  refuge — the  King  himself 
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escapmjT  only  by  the  speed  and  lightness  of  Ins  horse,  which 
boro  him  aeross  a  small  lake  or  pond  wherein  it  was  tlio 
custon  of  his  people  to  water  the  droves  of  tlieir  oxen. 
Nazar  thou  took  refngo  in  tlie  city,  where  he  defended 
iiimself  \intd  the  llUh  of  the  same  moon  of  Mnharrain. 

Yet  the  prudence  of  King  Nazar  yntllced  to  calm  the 
tempest  for  that  time;  ho  made  a  treaty  of  convention 
with  Ismail  in  the  moon  of  llebio  Primora,  when  the 
latter  returned  with  his  forces  to  Malaga,  well  content  with 
I  he  prospect  which  he  now  saw  of  ultimately  obtaining 
that  which  he  so  ardently  desired. 

Then  it  was  that  the  principal  cavaliers  of  Granada, 
unable  to  endure  the  arrogance  of  the  principal  A''izier  Abu 
Muhamad  Alhagi,  conspired  to  effect  his  ruin.  They  declared 
him  a  traitor,  the  secret  friend  of  the  Christians,  the  usurper 
of  sovereign  authority,  and  the  enemy  of  all  Moslemah. 
AVhen  the  minds  of  the  populace  were  inflamed  by  reports 
of  this  kind,  the  seditious  instigators  of  rebellion  had 
nothing  more  to  do  than  to  scatter  a  few  purses  of  gold  among 
the  needy,  when  they  were  certain  to  secure  the  attain- 
ment of  their  wishes.  At  the  hour  of  dawn,  on  tlie  25th  day 
of  the  moon  Eamazan,  therefore,  in  the  year  713,  the  streets 
of  the  city  were  found  to  be  filled  with  a  disorderly  multi- 
tude, demanding  that  the  Vizier  Alhagi  should  be  delivered 
into  their  hands.  The  King  Nazar,  then  going  forth  with 
his  guards,  appeased  the  people,  to  whom  he  promised  satis- 
faction;  and  not  believing  that  tiiey  could  accomplish 
anything  further  at  that  time,  the  assembled  Moslemah 
retired  quietly  to  their  homes. 

But  the  seditious  nobles,  still  fearing  the  influence  of 
]\Iuhamad  Alhagi,  although  he  was  deprived  of  his  ofllcc,  and 
determined  on  vengeance  for  the  wrongs  which  they  attri- 
buted to  his  machinations,  went  to  seek  the  Wali  of  Malaga, 
bv  whom  they  were  favourably  received,  and  who  conferred 
rewards  upon  them,  in  anticipation  of  the  benefits  their 
services  were  to  secure  to  his  house.  The  son  of  Terag 
Ben  Nazar,  Wali  of  Malaga,  even  Ismail,  called  Abul  Walid, 
then  set  forth  on  his  march  to  Granada ;  he  occupied  Loxa 
without  opposition,  and  was  there  proclaimed  King  of 
Granada,  against  which  city  he  proceeded  without  loss  of 
time.     Being  met  by  the  troops  of  King  Nazar,  he  defeated 
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and  pursued  them  to  the  walls  of  the  city,  before  -which 
he  fixed  his  camp,  while  Nazar  took  refuge  iu  the  Alcazar, 
where  he  fortified  his  position  as  he  best  could. 

But  the  principal  inhabitants  were  witli  Ismail  Bcu 
Ferag  in  his  camp,  and  having  a  strong  party  in  the  city, 
they  caused  the  gates  of  the  Albayzin  to  be  opened  to  them, 
when  Ismail  made  himself  master  of  the  ancient  fortress  of 
the  capital  without  opposition.  Then  King  Nazar,  perceiv- 
ing the  strength  of  his  nephew  to  increase,  and  being  without 
hope  of  any  improvement  in  his  own  fortune,  sent  letters 
to  Ismail  Ben  Eerag,  proposing  a  treaty  ;  when  the  uncle  and 
nephew  made  their  conventions  accordingly.  NazsLV  then 
accepted  the  city  and  Comarca  of  Guadix  as  his  future 
share  of  the  kingdom  ;  having  first  secured  the  safety  of  all 
who  had  adhered  to  his  party,  with  protection  for  such  of  their 
number  as  desired  to  remain  in  Grranada.  Ismail  Ben  Ferag 
was  meanwhile  not  disposed  to  refuse  anything  to  the  kins- 
man who  was  bestowing  all  on  himself;  and  the  conditions 
of  his  compact  witli  his  uncle  were  speedily  arranged.  The 
deposed  King  Kazar  then  departed  with  all  his  family  and 
household  ;  lie  bore  with  him  a  large  amount  of  precious 
treasure,  and  leaving  the  capital  on  the  28th  day  of  the 
moon  Xawal,  in  the  year  718,  he  then  repaired  to  Medina 
Guadix,  where  he  continued  to  live  for  the  remainder  of 
his  days.  The  young  Ismail  thus  obtained  all  that  he  had 
so  eagerly  desired,  and  became  lord  and  master  of  the 
kingdom. 


CHAP.  VIII. — EeIGN  of  ISMilL  BEN  FEEAZ.  BATTLE  OP  FORTUNA. 
lERUPTION  OF  PEDEO,  KING  OF  CASTILLE.  HE  TAKES  VAEIOUS  T0WX3 
AND  FORTEESSES.  DEATH  OF  THE  TWO  PRINCES  OF  CASTILLE.  AS- 
SASSINATION OF  KING  ISMAIL. 

Xow  Ismail  Ben  Ferag  was  a  zealous  follower  of  the  Law, — 
an  ardent,  nay,  an  impassioned  defender  of  the  same,  and  a 
man  deeply  imbued  with  the  faith  of  his  fathers.  It  chanced 
on  a  certain  occasion  that  the  Alfakis  and  Alimes  were  dis- 
puting in  his  presence,  when  the  King,  becoming  weary  of 
hearing  all  their  subtleties,  rose  and  said : — "  I  neither 
know  nor  understand  any  other  doctrine  than  the  firm  and 
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cordial  bi'lirf  wliicli  1  have  ever  ontcrtaiiKnl  of  llio  power  of 
Allah  ;  nor  do  I  require  any  reaBoninp;  to  cDiiviiuc  me  of 
His  Omnipotence.  As  to  my  ar^nunoiits.  th(>v  are  here;" 
and  lie  laid  his  hand  on  his  ttwonl  Kiri;^  jsmail  was  a 
careful  observer  of  the  practices  of  the  Law  ;  he  rifjicily 
enforced  the  ]iro]ii])ilion  ncjMiiist  wine,  and  (•oiTect(Ml  the 
abuses  which  iiad  loni,^  ])revailed  in  respect  of  that  forbidden 
drink.  He  commanded  that  the  Christians  should  wear 
marks  on  their  clothing,  whereby  they  might  be 
distinguished  from  tlie  Moslenuih,  aiid  laid  on  tliem  an 
impost  for  their  dwellings  and  baths,  whicli  they  had  not 
previously  paid. 

In  the  commencement  of  the  year  716,  King  Ismail 
received  intelligence  to  the  effect"  that  a  large  convoy  of 
provisions  was  on  its  way  to  Guadix,  whither  tliose  stores 
had  been  despatched  by  the  King  of  Castillo  at  the  request 
of  iS'azar  Ben  Muhamad,  who  lived  in  amity  with  the 
Christians ;  the  escort,  as  King  Ismail  was  furthermore 
inlbrmed,  consisted  in  a  well-appointed  body  of  cavalry. 
Ismail  theu  despatclied  a  company  of  hi.s  own  horsemen, 
with  command  to  seize  the  beasts  of  burthen  and  slay  those 
who  were  conducting  them. 

The  Moslemah  cavaliers  went  fortli  accordingly,  and  met 
■with  the  escort  of  llisn*  Aliay ;  but  the  Christians  were 
the  bardv  borderers  of  Martos,  and  in  great  numbers. 
The  conflict  which  ensued  was  therefore  exceedingly  ob- 
Btinate  and  sanguinary,  the  Moslemah  being  ultimately 
compelled  to  yield  the  ground  and  retire :  this  they  did  in 
good  order,  still  fighting,  and  restraining  the  impetuosity  of 
their  enemies,  but  there  fell  no  less  than  fifteen  hundred 
of  the  Moslemah  horse  on  that  occasion.  Large  numbers 
of  most  valiant  warriors  of  those  Cross-bearing  Infidels  were 
also  left  dead  on  the  field,  in  the  carnage  which  marked  the 
struggle  ;  a  most  unhappy  one  for  the  Faithful ; — this  was 
called  the  battle  of  Fortuna. 

Their  success  on  the  day  here  in  question  having  increased 
the  boldness  of  the  Christians,  they  made  frequent  attacks 
on  the  Moslemah  territory.  In  the  same  yearf  they  laid 
'--iege  to  the  fortified  towns  of  Cambil,  Matamenos,  Begigia, 

*  The  fortress  of  Aliay.  f  A.D.  1316. 
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Tiscar,  aud  Hate,  assailiug  the  first  of  those  strongholds 
with  furious  impetuosity,  cutting  up  the  vinegrounds,  and 
destroying  the  gardens  of  the  whole  district.  The  King  of 
Granada  then  prepared  his  people  to  sally  forth  against  them, 
resolved  to  restrain  the  pride  of  those  Christians  ;  but  they, 
receiving  intelligence  of  the  force  advancing  against  them, 
contented  themselves  with  the  prey  they  had  taken,  and 
retired  within  their  frontiers. 

Ismail  Ben  Feraz  now  determined  to  use  the  troops,  since 
they  were  thus  called  together,  for  another  purpose,  and 
directing  their  march  on  Gehaltaric,  he  endeavoured  to 
recover  that  key  of  his  kingdom  from  the  hands  of  the 
Christians.  He  was  furthermore  resolved  to  do  his  utmost 
towards  wrenching  from  King  Zuleyman  of  the  Beni  Merines 
of  Africa,  those  facilities  with  which  the  possession  of 
Medina  Ceuta  supplied  him  for  passing  into  Spain  at  his 
pleasure.  He  accordingly  despatched  a  well-appointed  force 
to  besiege  Gebaltaric,  and  they  invested  the  place  for  some 
time  ;  but  the  frontier  forces  of  Seville  came  to  the  succour 
of  the  besieged,  and  the  Christians  sending  assistance  to 
them  by  sea  at  the  same  moment,  the  Moslemah  saw  them- 
selves compelled  to  break  up  the  camp,  not  being  then 
disposed  to  hazard  the  chances  of  a  battle. 

Don  Pedro,  King  of  Castille,  now  poured  his  troops  over 
the  territories  of  Granada;  he  devastated  the  Comarcas  of 
Jaen  even  to  the  mountaius,  and  arri\dng  within  three 
leagues  of  Medina  Granada  itself,  he  passed  to  Hasnalhas,* 
which  he  attacked  with  great  impetuosity,  and  finally  burnt 
the  suburb,  with  a  large  quantity  of  provisions  stored 
therein :  proceeding  to  Pina,  the  Christian  King  also  occu- 
pied, and  subsequently  burnt  the  suburb  of  that  place, 
while  at  Montexicar  he  cut  up  and  utterly  destroyed  a 
singularly  beautiful  garden.  He  had  arrived  thus  far, 
when  Ismail  Ben  Perag,  King  of  Granada,  went  forth  to 
his  encounter ;  but  not  venturing  to  await  his  attack,  the 
Christian  King  retired,  leaving  a  great  part  of  his  prey  and 
captives.  Don  Pedro  then  took  his  way  by  Cambil  to 
Jaen,  Avhence  he  proceeded  to  Ubeda. 

Tet  no  long  time  had   elapsed  before  that   unwearied 

*  Or  as  others  have  it,  Hasnaloz. — Condc. 
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onomy  of  tlu'  Faitli  rotiirnod  oiu-e  ir.oro ;  lio  crossed  tlic 
frontier  aiul  laid  sicgo  to  Volmcz,  a  town  whirli,  thouG;h  not 
fortified  by  art,  was  strong  by  the  nature  of  its  jiosition : 
havin2j  af><aulted  tlie  place  durinp^  an  entire  day,  he  suc- 
ceeded in  taking  it,  and  entered  Mword  in  hand.  Tho 
inhabitants  then  retired  to  (lieir  titadel,  where  they  ■were 
again  besieged  by  Don  Pedro  with  various  niacliiiies  and 
engines  of  war.  The  frontier  guard  of  King  Ismail  now 
advanced  to  the  succour  of  their  brethren ;  but  tliey  could 
not  ninkehead  against  the  greater  innnbers  of  tho  besiegers, 
and  when  these  auxiliaries  were  seen  to  retire,  the  defenders 
of  the  citadel,  losing  hope,  surrendered  to  the  enemy. 

l!il1ated  by  that  conquest,  the  Christians  next  besieged 
tlie  fortified  town  of  Tiscar,  which  was  bravely  defended 
by  Mubaniad  llanulun,  the  Alcalde  of  tho  place.  But  ou  a 
Tery  dark  night  the  Christian  troops  escaladed  the  Pena 
Negra,*  which  is  a  bold  heiglit,  dominating  the  citadel : 
those  who  had  the  guard  of  that  point,  confiding  too  im- 
plicitly in  the  natural  strength  of  their  position,  had  neglected 
to  keep  good  watch,  and  were  now  all  put  to  death  by  the 
foe, — a  just  reward  for  the  fault  they  had  committed  in  not 
guarding  their  post  as  they  should  have  done.  Ou  the 
following  day  the  Christians  occupied  the  city  by  force,  and 
the  brave  A.lcalde,  INIuhamad  llaradun,  with  the  inhabitants 
who  defended  it,  were  compelled  to  retreat  to  tho  citadel, 
nor  could  they  maintain  an  effectual  resistance  even  there ; 
the  Pofja  IS'egra,  which  commanded  their  position,  was  in 
the  hands  of  the  enemy.  Yet  with  all  these  disadvantages, 
Muhamad  Hamdun  retained  his  hold  until  the  want  of 
provisions,  and  the  exhaustion  of  his  people,  compelled  him 
to  accept  terms  of  surrender.  Those  ofiered  were,  however, 
extremely  good  ones:  all  marched  forth  with  their  arms, 
and  the  inhabitants,  for  whom  the  safety  of  their  lives  had 
been  secured  by  Muhamad  Hamdun,  were  permitted  to  take 
with  them  their  vestments  and  valuables  of  all  kinds,  nay, 
whatever  they  could  carry.  Pifteen  hundred  men,  with 
large  numbers  of  women  and  children,  then  passed  through 
the  gates  of  Tiscar,  the  greater  part  of  them  taking  their 
■way  to  Baga. 

*  Black  rock. 
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The  intelligence  of  the  loas  thus  sustained  by  their 
brethren  filled  the  people  of  Granada  with  grief  and 
anxiety  :  King  Ismail  beheld  therein  the  natural  versatility 
of  Fortune's  favours,  and  a  proof  of  her  accustomed  incon- 
stancy. These  misfortunes  were  to  liis  courageous  heart 
but  as  the  presage  of  returning  prosperity,  and  a  promise  of 
speedy  vengeance  over  his  enemies,  since  he  knew  that  in 
human  affairs  there  is  nothing  certain  but  this  perpetual 
uncertainty;  nothing  constant,  save  only  the  incessant  alter- 
nation of  good  and  evil — misfortunes  succeeding  to  the  hour 
of  triumph,  enjoyments  coming  to  replace  misery  and  suffer- 
ing following  close  on  the  steps  of  felicity. 

From  the  fortified  town  of  Tuscar,  Don  Pedro  of  Castille, 
and  Don  Juan,  his  brother,*  now  marched  upon  tho  neigh- 
bourbouring  Comarcas,  devastating  the  A^ega  from  Alcabdat 
even  to  Alcala  de  Aben  Zayde.  They  laid  siege  to  the  for- 
tress of  lUora,  and  having  burnt  the  suburbs,  they  repaired 
to  Pinosar  the  following  day.  The  next  morning  succeed- 
in"',  which  was  that  of  the  Festival  of  St.  John,  the  Chris- 
tian  force  appeared  in  siglit  of  Granada. 

King  Ismail  then  called  his  generals  to  his  presence  :  he 
represented  to  them  the  disgrace  which  all  were  incurring 
from  the  ravages  which  the  Christians  were  suffered  to  com- 
mit through  all  their  borders,  exliorted  them  to  recall  the 
well-approved  valour  of  old  time  in  defence  of  their  country, 
and  reprimanded  them  for  the  want  of  zeal  and  energy 
which  they  had  hitherto  exhibited.  All  the  youth  of  Gra- 
nada now  took  arms,  and  united  themselves  to  the  guards  of 
the  king,  who  gave  them  the  brave  Parthian,  Mahragian,  to 
be  their  general.  Ismail  himself  took  the  command  of  the 
reserve,  and  all  went  forth  to  meet  the  foe.  Mahragian  set 
his  forces  in  battle  array  and  led  the  Moslemah  to  victory ; 
the  Christians  were  unable  to  resist  the  impetuosity  of  his 
charge,  and  the  valour  displayed  by  the  Faithful  on  that 
day  ;  they  soon  began  to  retire,  and  their  camp  was  left  in 
the  hands  of  the  victors.  The  order  of  the  Infidel  army 
having  been  once  broken,  all  were  soon  put  to  the  rout ; 

*  Tliis  Dou  Juan  was  not  the  brotbei"  of  Don  Pedro,  but  bis  uiiole ; 
and  tlie  brother  of  his  father,  Don  Sancho.  Don  Juan  was  Lord  of  Bis- 
cay.—  Conde. 


230  DOMINION  Oy  THE  AEAB3  ITT  SPAIN.        [a.D   1321-5. 

encompassed  and  hemmed  in  on  all  sides  by  the  Moslemah, 
the  two  valiant  Princes  of  C'astille  there  died  fij^htinc:  with 
the  bravery  of  lions,  both  fallinn;  in  the  hottest  and  most 
stubbornly  contested  period  of  tlie  battle.  The  conquerors 
continued  the  pursuit  of  the  flying  foe  nntil  nightfall,  when 
the  unhappy  Cliristians,  favoured  by  the  obscurity,  first  began 
to  conceive  hope  of  escape  from  their  victorious  lances. 

On  the  following  day  the  Moslemah  soldiers  found  that 
the  field  was  covered  with  the  bodies  of  the  slain  ;  but  the 
yast  riches  which  they  obtained  from  the  royal  camp  of  the 
Clirititians  well  repaid  them  for  the  labours  of  their  burial ; 
Ismail  having  commanded  that  all  should  be  interred,  lest 
the  air  should  become  infected  by  the  emanations  arising 
from  them.  The  IMoslemah  Cavaliers  who  died  on  that  day 
were  buried  with  their  vestments  and  arms  as  they  were 
found — the  most  honourable  shroud  and  mortuary  ornaments 
which  the  true  Mosleman  can  bear  from  the  world.*  That 
victory  was  celebrated  in  Granada  with  great  festivities  and 
rejoicings  ;  it  was  obtained  at  the  close  of  the  year  VlS.f 

The  forces  of  King  Ismail,  pursuing  their  advantage,  then 
passed  through  the  neighbouring  Comarcaa,  recovering  their 
fortified  towns  and  other  places  which  had  been  lost.  The 
body  of  the  Infant  Prince  John,  having  been  identified  by 
the  Christian  captives,  was  sent  to  Cordova,  and  the  Infidels, 
grateful  for  that  mark  of  consideration,  then  requested  atruce; 
but  thisKinglsmail  granted  for  certain  portionsof  thefrontier 
only  ;  thus  reserving  to  the  Moslemah  the  wide  path  of  glory 
which  had  once  more  been  laid  open  to  their  steps.  They 
crossed  the  frontier  of  Murcia  accordingly,  and  without  loss 
of  time  occupied  the  strong  cities  of  Huescar  and  Ores, 
taking  Galera  also  by  force  of  arms.  These  places  were 
all  in  the  government  of  Cazorla. 

The  tenn  of  truce  accorded  by  Ismail,  which  was  three 
years,  having  come  to  an  end,  the  King  of  Grranada,  who 
knew  that  the  people  of  Castille  were  much  disturbed  by 
dissension  among  themselves,  resolved  to  prepare  for  an  in- 
vasion, from  which  he  promised  himself  miportant  advan- 
tages.    In  the  Moon  of  liegib,  therefore,  in  the  year  724,J 

*  Thie  De  Maries  gives,  as  a  note,  in  the  following  words  :  It  was  an 
honour  among  the  Arabs  to  be  buried  with  tlie  clothing  and  arms, 
t  A.D.  131'i. —Coude.  %  A.D.  1325. 
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Ismail  Ben  Ferag  proceeded  to  besiege  Baza,  whidi  bad 
been  taken  by  the  Christians.  He  fixed  his  camp  before 
the  city,  and  entrenched  bis  position  with  great  care  ;  that 
done  he  commenced  the  attack,  assaulting  the  place  day  and 
night,  with  various  engines  of  war ;  among  these  machines 
were  some  that  cast  globes  of  fire,  with  resounding  thunders 
and  lightnings,  resembling  those  of  the  resistless  tempest; 
all  these  missives  causing  the  most  fearful  injuries  to  the 
walls  and  towers  of  the  city.  Those  assaults,  with  the  pri- 
vations endured  by  the  Defenders,  compelled  the  latter  to 
submission,  and  they  made  their  conventions  with  King 
Ismail  to  that  effect,  Medina  Baza  being  surrendered  on 
the  24th  of  the  same  Moon. 

In  the  commencement  of  the  following  year,  the  King  of 
Granada  marched  with  a  powerful  host,  well  supplied  with 
machines  and  engines  of  war,  to  the  siege  of  Medina  Martos, 
before  which  place  be  remained  until  the  10th  day  of  the 
Moon  Eegib,  assailing  it  with  the  unceasing  fire  of  bis 
thundering  machines.  On  that  day  he  made  himself  master 
of  the  city,  and  the  Moslemah  conquerors  having  effected 
their  entrance  by  force  of  arms,  scarcely  permitted  a  single 
man  to  escape  with  life ;  the  streets  flowed  with  blood,  and 
Avere  filled  with  the  corpses  of  the  slain.  That  afternoon, 
the  king  made  his  Azala  of  Almagreb  or  the  setting  of  the 
sun,  on  the  sanguinary  relics  left  by  the  car  of  victory,  and 
on  the  following  morning  the  prayer  of  Azohbi,  or 
the  dawning  day,  was  performed  on  the  same  empurpled  car- 
pet. On  that  occasion  there  died  a  youth  who  was  much 
regretted  by  the  whole  army,  Aben  Ozmin,  namely,  a  son  of 
one  of  the  first  families  in  G  ranada.  Ismail  then  departed  on 
bis  return  to  Granada,  which  he  entered  in  triumph  on  the 
24th  day  of  the  Moon  Eegeb. 

Now  many  female  captives  of  infinite  loveliness,  with  nu- 
merous children,  also  very  beautiful,  were  among  the  rich 
spoils  brought  from  Martos:  and  among  these  captives  was  a 
damsel,  the  aspect  of  whom  enchanted  all  who  beheld  her. 
Sliehadbeen  rescued  from  the  ensanguined  hands  of  the  sol- 
diery by  Muhamad  Aben  Ismail,  sou  of  the  Wali  of  Algezira 
Alhadra,and  cousin-germain  to  the  king;  but  he  had  not  been 
able  to  liberate  her  from  the  cruel  and  covetous  captors  by 
whom   the  possession  of  that  beautiful  prize  was  disputed, 
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t.ave  iitllio  imminent  risk  of  his  own  llio,  and  fifter  lio  had 
(Midurod  nuK-li  labour  as  woll  as  peril.  J3ut  when  Ismail  Ben 
i-Vraja:  belu>ld  liei-,  he  could  not  exercise  that  ])owcr  over 
himsclt'wiiich  would  have  enabled  him  to  act  in  the  manner 
most  worthy  of  a  just  king,  nnd  having  taken  her  from 
IMuliamad  he  despotically  commauded  that  slio  should  be 
borne  (o  his  harem. 

Greatly  oflended  by  that  tyranny,  Muliamad  complained 
to  his  sovereign,  with  whom  he  used  the  most  powerful  argu- 
ments, yet  without  avail :  resolved  to  endure  no  opposition, 
Ismail  commanded  Mohamad  to  be  silent,  or  leave  his  pre- 
sence, adding  that  if  it  did  not  please  him  to  remain  in 
Granada,  he  was  at  liberty  to  depart,  aiul  might  betake  him- 
self to  the  enemiesor  rebels  of  his  king,  making  common  cause 
with  them,  if  he  should  find  that  course  to  suit  his  purpose.s. 
The  day  of  King  Ismail's  entrance  into  his  capital  was 
held  as  one  of  high  festival ;  he  was  received  by  all  the  city 
with  acclamations  of  triumph  ;  the  streets  through  which  he 
rode  were  hung  with  costly  stuffs  of  silk  and  gold,  whicli 
covered  all  the  house  ;  the  rarest  perfumes  were  burnt  on 
his  passage,  and  these  filled  the  air  with  their  soft  and  sweet 
aroma.     Every  face  was  radiant  with  gladness,  that  of  Mo- 
hamad Abeu  Ismail  excepted ;  but  he,  filled  with  rage  and 
despair,  went  about  as  one  maddened,  thinking  only  of  the 
wrong  he  had  endured,  and  proposing  in  his  heart  to  take  a 
signal  vengeance  on  the  offender.     Confiding  his  resolves  to 
the  most  trusted  of  his  friends,  who  were  very  numerous, 
and  all  of  the  highest  rank,  Mohamad   intimated  to  these 
nobles  his  determination  to  avenge   himself;  when   all  took 
an  oath  to  assist  him  in  whatsoever  he  might  undertake  for 
that  purpose. 

The  unquiet  spirit  of  Muhamad,  agitated  alike  by  the 
affront  offered  to  his  honour,  and  by  the  most  cruel  jealousy, 
could  meanwhile  obtain  no  rest.  The  furious  indignation, 
not  unjustly  awakened,  which  he  felt  against  the  king,  kept 
the  heart  of  Muhamad  in  perpetual  tumult,  and  his  mind 
was  like  the  storm-vexed  sea;  he  could  endure  no  delay,  not 
being  able  to  suffer  that  his  rival  should  bask  in  the  pre- 
sence of  her  whom  he  considered  to  be  his  own. 

On  the  third  day  after  the  enti'ance  of  the  king  into  his 
capital,  the  latter  was  in  his  Alcazar  of  the  Alhambra,  when 
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his  offended  cousin,  Mubamad  Ben  Ismail,  with  his  brother 
and  some  of  his  most  devoted  friends,  presented  themselves 
at  the  gates  of  the  palace.  Each  man  was  armed  wnth  a 
poignard,  which  he  concealed  within  the  sleeve  of  his  robe, 
and  all  had  beside  strong  daggers  beneath  their  girdles  ;  they 
told  the  eunuchs  and  guards  at  the  gate  that  they  desired 
to  speak  with  the  king  as  he  passed  forth,  and  would  there- 
fore await  him  there ;  nor  did  a  long  time  elapse  before 
Ismail,  accompanied  by  his  principal  Vizier,  approached  the 
portal.  Muhamad  and  his  brother  then  stepped  forward,  as 
if  to  salute  their  sovereign,  whom  they  met  at  the  passage 
of  the  gate :  at  the  same  instant  Muhamad  struck  his  rival, 
on  whom  he  inflicted  three  deep  wounds  in  the  head  and 
breast ;  the  king  falling  instantly,  and  uttering  the  word 
"  Traitors  !  "  as  he  sank  to  the  ground. 

The  Vizier  drew  his  sword  to  defend  his  sovereign  and 
himself,  but  he  was  immediately  put  to  death  with  their 
daggers  by  the  remaining  conspirators,  all  this  being  accom 
pKshed  with  so  much  rapidity,  that  before  the  guards 
and  eunuchs  could  reach  the  scene  of  murder,  all  the  assassins 
had  left  the  palace,  and  the  greater  part  of  them  were 
already  in  a  place  of  safety. 

His  servants  then  raised  the  wounded  monarch,  whom  they 
bore  to  the  apartments  of  the  JSultana-Mother :  the  phy- 
sicians and  surgeons  instantly  arriving,  did  everything  sug- 
gested to  them  by  their  art ;  but  the  wounds  of  the  king 
were  mortal,  and  their  efforts  proved  vain. 

The  second  Vizier,  made  acquainted  with  the  rank  of  the 
assassins,  did  his  best  to  render  himself  masterof  their  persons, 
but  the  greater  part  of  them  had  already  disappeared  from  the 
city.  Those  whom  he  could  get  into  his  hands  he  caused  to  be 
instantly  decapitated,  and  commanded  that  their  heads 
should  be  placed  on  the  hooks  of  the  city  wall.  When  the 
Vizier  returned  to  the  palace,  after  the  performance  of  that 
duty,  he  found  all  the  guard  in  a  state  of  insurrection  ;  and 
enquiring  of  their  general  Othraan  Abu  tSaid  Ben  Abulola 
Edris  Ben  Abdelhac,  who  was  a  partizau  of  the  conspirators, 
how  the  king  then  was,  as  did  many  of  the  people  who  had 
assembled  around  the  gates  ;  Othman  replied,  that  the  king 
■was  not  in  danger,  since  his  wounds  were  but  slight,  and 
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he  would  doubtless  soon  recover:  hearing  these  words, mid  re- 
assured by  lluit  iu'count, the  people  bn^aii  (juit^tlv  to  di9[)erse. 
J)ut  when  the  A'izier  arrived   in  the   cluunber   where  the 
wounded   monarch   lay,  he  found  that  Ismail  was  at  the 
point  of  death  :  yet,    concealinc;  that  eircum.stance  he  again 
descended  to  the  courts  of  the  palace,  telling  the  guards  and 
their  general  Othman,  that  the  king  was  going  on  well ;  ho 
then  went  forth,  and  assembling  his  friends,  he  bade  them 
repair  to  the  palace,  thereto  autiiorise  by  their  presence,  and 
as;«ist  with  their  counsels,  in  whatever  might  be  needful  to  do 
for  the  public  welfare  and  their  own  particular  interest.     Ec- 
turning  with  these  his  partizans  to  the  Alcazar,  the  Vizier 
left  them  in  the  court  with  the  guards  while  he  ascended  to 
the  chamber  of  Ismail,  and  found  that  he  liad  already  ex- 
pired.    He  then  sent  to  summon  the  general   Othman  Abu 
Said  with  the  Alcaides  and  Xeques,  whom  he  had  left  at  the 
gate,  saying  that  the  king  desired  to  speak  with  them.   This 
caused   not  a   little  anxiety   to   Othman,   who  feared  lest 
Ismail  should  suspect  his  relations  with  the   conspirators, 
and  was  all  the  more  alarmed  because  he  perceived  that 
there  were  so  few  of  his  own  friends  in  that  assembly.     He 
dissembled  his  fears  in  the  best  manner  he  was  able  never- 
theless, and  entered  the  palace  with  the  rest  of  the  Cava- 
liers.    "When  all  the  nobles  bad  gathered  in  the  saloon,  the 
second  Vizier  came  forth  accompanied  by  the  eldest  son  of 
Ismail  named  Mohamad,  a  youth  of  very  tender  age.     The 
Vizier  then  said  that  the  king  desired  them  to  acknowledge 
his  eldest  son  as  his   successor,  and  required  all  present  to 
ofter  him  the  oath  of  allegiance,  he  being  indisposed  himself 
from  the  effect  of  his  wounds,  and  not  able  to  speak  to  them 
at  that  moment. 

All  who  were  in  the  saloon  then  took  the  oath  of  allegi- 
ance, and  at  the  conclusion  of  the  ceremony  the  death  of 
the  king  was  announced  to  the  assembled  nobles.  Othman, 
who  had  feared  something  worse  for  himself  than  had  yet 
occurred,  and  who  did  not  take  the  death  of  his  sovereign  to 
heart,  rejoiced  greatly  in  that  proposition  of  the  oath  of 
allegiance,  and  '^as  the  first  to  say  to  the  guards,  "  May 
God  exalt  our  King  Muley  Muhamad  Ben  Ismail.  " 

These  words  were  then  repeated  by  all  the  nobles  as  well 
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as  the  guard,  and  going  forth  into  the  streets  they  proclaimed 
the  young  Muhamad  with  much  gladness,  iio  dotli  the 
Omnipotent  Allah  change  his  hours  !  In  the  commence- 
nient  of  that  day  all  was  terror  and  dismay,  at  tlie  hour  of 
noon  came  gladness,  and  the  evening  closed  with  festival 
and  the  voice  of  jubilee.  Thus  perished  the  great  King 
Ismail  Ben  Ferag  Ben  Nazar,  called  Abul  Walid,  and  Abul 
•Said :  on  the  day  following  that  of  his  death  he  was  buried 
with  much  pomp  in  the  sepulchre  of  his  family,  and  on  his 
tomb  was  placed  the  inscription  found  below. 

"  This  is  the  sepulchre  of  the  martyr  king,  the  conqueror 
of  the  frontier,   the  defender  of  religion,  the  exalted,  the 
select,  the  restorer  of  the  house  of  the   Nazars,  the  just 
prince,  the  protector,  the  resolute,  the   hero  of   war  and 
battles,  the  noble,  the  generous,  the  most  fortunate  of  the 
kings  of  his  race,  the  most  richly  endowed  in  piety  and  zeal 
for  the  honour  of  (rod,  the  sword  of  the  sacred  war,  the 
bulwark  of  the  people,  the  stronghold  of  the  generals,  the 
refuge  of  the  nobles,  the  consolation  of  the  poor.     Compas- 
sionate towards  the  faithful,  he  was  the  redoubted  victor  of 
the  Infidel,  a  mild  sovereign  to  the  humble,  the  lord  of 
abasement  to  the  proud,  a  zealous  follower  of  the  path  of 
God,  the  conqueror  by  the  grace  of  God,  the  prince  of  the 
Moslemah,  Abul  AValid  Ismail  son  of  the  exhalted  protector, 
the  chosen   conqueror,    the   noble   avenger,  the    source  of 
aggi'andisemeut  to  the  family  of  the  Nazars,  the  column  of 
Algalibia  dynasty,  the  clement,  the  compassionate,  Abu  Said 
Perag,   son  of  the  noble  and  enlightened  defender  of  the 
defenders  of  Islam,  the  ornament  of  the  Algalibe  princes, 
theprideof  his  race,  the  holy,  the  merciful  Abul  Walid  Ismail 
Ben  Nazar.    May  his  spirit  be  sanctified  in  beavenl}'  blessed- 
ness, may  it  be  refreshed  by  the   dew  of  mercy,  may  the 
most  ample  of  rewards  be  conferred  on  him  as  the  reward  of 
his  meritorious  deeds  and  of  his  martyrdom,   since  he  was 
exalted   by  Allah  to  be   a  conqueror  of  the  nations,   and 
humiliator  of  the  proud  kings  his  enemies.     He  continued 
to  increase  the  sum  of  his  merits,  until  the  day  appointed 
by  God  to  bring  his  life  to  its  close,  by  affixing  on  them  the 
seal  of  good  works.     May  the  Omnipotent  Allah  receive 
and  establish  him  in  the  place  of  retribution  and   honour. 
On  the  seat  of  exaltation  which  He  kept  reserved  for  his 
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holy  zciil,  lie  died — may  (lod  be  merciful  to  liiin — by 
tn.'as{in,  bwt  lull  of  glory,  and  in  llic  linn  and  ])ui-c  confes- 
sioa  oi"  I'aith,  Avliii-h  was  the  belief  of  the  kinga  hi«  jn-edecos- 
Bora ;  wlierefore  he  has  been  elevated  to  the  dwellings  of 
eternal  felieity.  lie  was  born — may  God  have  ])leasiire  in 
him — at  the  ibrtunate  hour  which  is  in  the  hands  of  the 
Dawn  on  a  Giuina,  the  17th  day  of  tlic  moon  Xawal,  in  the 
year  G77  ;  lie  received  the  oath  of  allegiance  ou  the  27th  of 
Xawal  in  the  year  713,  and  died  on  Monday  the  2Gth  of  the 
illusti-ious  moon  liegeb,  in  the  year  725.  Praised  be  tlie 
true  King.  He  who  alone  remains  eternal  and  immutable 
until  all  his  creatures  succeed  and  come  to  an  end." 


CIIAP.  XIX. — Reion  of  mfiiamad  ben  ismail.    his  waks  with 

THE  CIIEISTIANS  AND  Al'FJCANS.      HE  TAKES  GEBALTAKIC. 

Toe  King  Ismail  Ben  Ferag  Beji  Nazar  left  four  sons  : 
Muhamad  the  elder,  who  succeeded  him,  was  twelve  years 
old  wheu  his  father  died ;  Ferag,  the  second,  who  died  in 
])rison  at  Almeria,  as  wc  shall  see  hereafter;  Abul  Ilegiag, 
the  third,  who  ultimately  succeeded  to  the  tin-one ;  and 
Ismail,  the  youngest,  who  was  banished  to  Africa. 

The  A^iziers  of  King  Ismail  Ben  Perag  were, — the  General 
Abu  Abdallali  Muhamad,  son  of  Abul  Eeth  Nazar  Ben 
Ibrahim  ;  El  Fehri,  who  belonged  to  one  of  the  most  noblo 
houses  of  Andalusia ;  and  his  companion,  Abul  Hassan  Aly 
Ben  Mesaud  Almoharabi,  also  of  a  noble  race,  and  a  rich 
cavalier  of  Granada  :  but  Abul  Hassan  was  a  man  of 
unbounded  ambition,  insomuch  that  he  did  his  utmost  to 
ruin  his  companion  or  colleague,  Abu  Abdallah,  in  the 
estimation  of  King  Ismail,  hoping  thereby  to  remain  alone 
in  the  enjoyment  of  his  sovereign's  grace  and  favour :  nay,  he 
did  not  fail  evei^tually  to  attain  the  object  he  had  thus 
proposed.  The  Cadi  of  Ismail  was  the  Xeque  and  Alfaki, 
Abu  Bekar  Yahye  Ben  Aly  Ben  Mesaud  Almoharabi, 
brother  to  the  Vizier  Abul  Hassan,  and  he  retained  his 
ofBce  during  the  life  of  King  Ismail.  The  Alcatibes,  or 
secretaries  of  that  monarch,  were,  first,  Abu  Gniaifar  Ben 
Sefuan,  of  Malaga,  who  had  previously  been  in  his  service  at 
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Malagn,  where  he  was  Cadi,  aud  having  accompanied  him  to 
Grrauada,  continued  to  retain  employment  as  we  have  said  ; 
and  secondly,  the  learned  Alfaki  Abul  Hafsan  Ben  Algam, 
a  granadine  allied  to  the  principal  Xeques  of  the  country, 
whom  the  king  afterwards  took  for  his  secretary.  The  captain 
of  his  guard  of  Algarbies,  a  body  of  life-guards  introduced 
by  this  king,  was  Othman  Abu  Said,  son  of  Abulola  Edris, 
Ben  Abdelhac, — a  general  of  great  valour,  and  equally 
remarkable  for  prudence  and  ability.  He  was  of  the  blood 
royal  of  the  house  of  Fez. 

This  virtuous  king,  in  the  leisure  permitted  to  him  by  his 
wars,  erected  many  beautiful  edifices  in  Grranada,  more  than 
one  fine  mosque  being  among  the  number  ;  he  constructed 
fountains,  and  planted  gardens  ;  the  police  of  the  city  was 
ameliorated  by  his  cares ;  he  established  guilds,  divided  the 
people  into  classes,  and  made  numerous  regulations  of  a 
similar  kind.  In  the  moments  which  he  found  means  to 
abstract  from  his  serious  occupations,  King  Ismail  amused 
himself  with  falconry,  the  exercises  of  chivalry,  aud  other 
recreations  of  equally  suitable  character. 

King  Muhamad,  the  son  of  Ismail,  who  was  called  Abu 
Abdallah,  although  he  had  been  proclaimed  on  the  day  of 
his  father's  unhappy  death,  as  we  have  said,  was  as  yet  too 
young  to  assume  the  reins  of  government,  he  not  having 
completed  his  tweljth  year.  His  Vizier,  Abul  Hassan  Ben 
Mesaud,  Vvlio  had  been  in  the  service  of  his  father,  and 
Othman  Abu  Said  Ben  Abulola  Edris,  general  of  the  cavalry 
of  the  Algarbies,  therefore  governed  in  his  name.  No  long 
time  after  the  accession  of  Muhamad  Abu  Abdallah,  the 
Vizier  Abul  Hassan  departed  from  life,  when  he  was  suc- 
ceeded in  his  ofiice  by  Muhamad  Almahruc  of  Granada,  a 
crafty  and  very  ambitious  man,  who  entered  upon  his  charge 
on  the  3rd  day  of  the  Moon  Eamazan,  in  the  year  725. 

Now  the  circumstances  were  highly  favourable  to  the 
wishes  of  this  Vizier,  and  he  found  ample  occasion  for  the 
gratification  of  his  vanity  and  love  of  domination.  Thus  it 
came  to  pass  that  during  all  the  time  when  the  King 
Muhamad  Ben  Ismail  governed  the  state  by  his  counsels, 
the  Vizier  succeeded  in  rendering  himself  the  master  of  his 
equals,  whom  he  gi'ievously  oppressed,  keeping  the  noblest 
Xeques  in   a  condition  of  abasement,  casting  merit  into 


238  DOMINION  OF  TUli;  AUABS  IN  SPAIN.  [A.D.132G. 

obscurity,  aud  rcfiKsiiiir  all  opportunities  for  distinction 
oven  to  the  most  able  men  of  the  Uinj^dom.  Nay,  this 
Ahnuhriie  found  iDfans  to  keep  ovi'ii  thr  i)n)thcr8  of  the 
kiiiti;  at  a  distance  from  the  throne.  He  procured  the 
banishment  of  Prince  Ferag  Ben  Ismail  to  Almeria,  and 
there  he  placed  the  youth  in  a  prison,  where;  he  ultimately 
died.  'J'he  youngest  of  the  princes,  who  was  called  Ismail, 
Almahruc  contrived  by  vain  pretexts  to  send  into  Africa, 
where  be  remained  in  a  state  of  expatriation  during  all  the 
lifetime  of  the  King  jMuhamad  his  brother:  at  a  word,  the 
Vizier  fdled  the  court  with  strife  and  discontent.  Among 
those  who  considered  themselves  ofl'ended  by  his  presump- 
tion was  the  General  Othman  Abu  Said,  who  retired  from 
Granada  with  intention  to  pass  over  into  Africa,  resolved  to 
abandon  the  service  of  a  monarch  who  was  guided  solely  by 
the  counsels  of  the  ambitious  Almahruc,  while  he  permitted 
his  own  weil-fouuded  represeutatious  and  just  complaints  to 
pass  unheeded. 

King  JMuhamad  Ecn  Ismail  was  endowed  with  admirable 
qualities  both  of  body  aud  mind :  be  possessed  remarkable 
beauty  of  person  and  a  subtle  understanding ;  was  of  sin- 
gularly kind  disposition,  but  very  grave  in  his  demeanour, 
even  from  early  childhood  ;  he  was  eloquent  of  speech, 
magnificent  in  his  habits,  and  liberal  in  the  extreme. 
Being  strong  and  of  a  robust  frame  the  king  exhibited 
unusual  dexterity  in  feats  of  arms,  in  the  manage- 
ment of  his  horse,  and  in  all  the  exercises  suitable  to  his 
station.  He  delighted  greatly  in  trials  of  skill  with  the 
lance  and  tournaments,  having  no  equal  in  the  boldness 
with  which  he  governed  his  charger  when  performing  the 
acts  of  prowess  displayed  therein.  King  Muhamad  Ben 
Ismail  was  also  a  lover  of  the  chase  ;  he  gave  unwearied 
attention  to  the  breeding  of  horses,  and  was  deeply  skilled 
in  the  races  and  genealogies  of  those  noble  animals.  Ko 
gift  was  more  acceptable  to  him  than  that  of  a  horse,  and  he 
bad  always  many  in  his  possession  wherewith  to  reward 
those  among  bis  cavaliers  who  distinguished  themselves  in 
equestrian  exercises,  or  the  toils  of  war. 

But  no  less  keenly  did  this  accomplished  sovereign 
appreciate  the  merits  of  learned  men  and  the  followers  of 
science.     He  was  constantly  surrounded  by  men  of  genius 
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and  cultivated  taste,  enjojring  the  recital  or  reading  of 
eloquent  poetry,  as  -well  as  the  narration  of  chivalrous 
histories  or  tales  of  love. 

In  the  year  726,  the  Greneral  Othman  Abu  Said  Ben 
Abulola  Edris  made  an  inroad  on  the  territory  of  the 
Christians ;  he  devastated  their  lands,  and  laid  siege  to 
the  fortress  of  Eute,  which  defended  itself  but  for  one  day ; 
at  the  close  of  night  the  place  was  surrendered  by 
capitulation. 

AYhen  the  King  Muhamad  Ben  Ismail  was  of  age  to 
govern  his  states  for  himself,  and  had  acquired  discretion 
whereby  to  understand  the  ambitious  views  of  his  Vizier 
Muhamad  Almahruc,  he  deprived  that  minister  of  his 
employment,  and  condemned  him  to  a  rigorous  imprison- 
ment. By  this  resolution,  adopted  entirely  of  his  own 
accord,  seeing  that  no  one  would  have  ventured  to 
utter  a  word  to  the  ear  of  the  king  in  disparagement  of  the 
powerful  Vizier,  Muhamad  inspired  his  courtiers  with  a 
salutary  fear,  and  by  the  same  act  gave  high  hopes  to  his 
people,  who  conceived  a  favourable  impression  of  his  love  of 
justice,  firmness,  and  resolution,  from  that  circun  stance.  In 
the  place  of  Muhamad  Almahruc,  the  king  then  appointed 
Muhamad  Ben  Yahye  Alkigiati, — a  man  esteemed  by  all. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  year  727,  Muhamad  Ben 
Ismael  had  the  displeasure  of  receiving  intelligence  to  the 
eifect  that  his  General,  Othman  Abu  Said,  who  had  departed 
from  Grranada  with  his  son  Ibrahim,  had  roused  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  towns  in  the  territory  of  the  Andarax  to  revolt, 
having  proclaimed  Muhamad  Ben  Ferag  Ben  Ismail,  the 
uncle  of  Eang  Muhamad,  to  be  the  sovereign  of  the  realm : 
it  was  fiu-thermore  announced  by  those  messengers  of  evil 
who  brought  Muhamad  Ben  Ismael  these  news,  that  his 
uncle,  who  w^as  at  that  time  in  Telencen,  was  about  to  cross 
the  sea  with  a  large  force,  wherewith  he  proposed  to  land 
in  Spain. 

Kesolving  to  lose  not  a  moment  of  that  time  which  is  ever 
so  pi'ecious  on  occasions  of  difficulty,  Muhamad  the  king 
went  forth  to  castigate  his  rebels,  whom  he  encountered 
more  than  once  with  varying  fortunes.  But  they  were  for 
the  most  part  favoured  by  the  asperities  of  tlieir  position, 
which  they  had  chosen  with  much  judgment ;  the  abilities  of 


210  DOMINION  OF  Till-  Al!.\n3  IX  SPAIN.      [a.d. 1328-30. 

tljcir  general  also  availed  to  secure  (hem  ninny  advantages; 
yet  they  were  conslanlly  in  Might  hefore  the  banners  of 
th(Mr  l<ing;  lor  so  it  was  that  tho  nhh  leader  of  these  insur- 
gents hoped  to  exhaust  and  dishearten  the  royal  forces. 

Ibrahim,  the  son  of  Othnian  Abu  Said,  now  repaired  by 
order  of  his  lather  to  Seville,  where  he  prevailed  on  the 
Christians  to  make  war  upon  his  country.  Strange  extreme 
of  blind  fury  !  for  how  slunild  such  counsels  be  at  any  time 
required  by  those  enemies  of  Allah  who  are  ever  ready  to 
use  their  weapons  for  our  injury,  and  ccaso  not  from 
thinldng  of  the  menus  by  which  they  may  best  effect  our 
ruin,  'i'his  was  indeed  a  favourable  occasion,  which  the 
de\il  had  presented  to  them,  nor  did  they  fail  to  make 
immediate  use  thereof.  They  crossed  the  frontiers,  and 
having  overrun  the  Comarca  of  Medina  Vera,  they  laid  siege 
to  that  city,  which  was  speedily  compelled  to  surrender. 
The  cities  of  Olbera,  Pruna,  and  Ayamonte  were  in  like 
manner  subjected  to  their  sway,  and  on  the  shores  of  the 
Guadalorza,  at  no  great  distance  from  Cordova,  they 
encountered  the  troops  of  King  Muhamad  Ben  Ismail, 
commanded  by  that  monarch  in  person.  The  Christians 
were  led  by  Don  Manuel,  Lord  of  Alhojra,  in  the  land  of 
IMurcia,  and  a  very  obstinate  conflict  ensued,  in  which  the 
Moslemah  lost  the  llovver  of  their  cavalry.  King  Muhamad 
then  retired  to  Grrauada  ;  when,  considering  that  the  V^izier 
Almahruc  had  been  the  cause  of  that  unhappy  civil  war,  he 
commanded  that  he  should  be  decapitated  in  his  prison : 
that  order  being  fulfilled  on  the  very  day  when  the  king 
returned  to  his  capital,  and  before  he  had  slept.  The  death 
of  the  A'izier  Muhamad  Almahruc  was  accomplished  on  the 
2ud  day  of  Muharran,  in  the  year  729. 

Eeports  were  then  brought  to  Granada  concerning 
auxiliary  troops  that  were  on  the  point  of  arriving  from 
Africa  to  reinforce  the  insurgents,  whereupon  the  King 
Muhamad  Ben  Ismail  sent  his  Vizier  Muhamad  Ben  Tahyo 
Alkigiati  to  Algezira  Alhadra,  with  letters  containing 
entreaties  to  the  Wall  of  that  city,  who  was  the  uncle  of  the 
king,  to  the  effect  that  he  should  defend  the  straits  with 
care,  and  not  permit  the  forces  from  Africa  to  land,  giving 
the  AVali  to  know  that  the  rebels  had  sought  aid  from  that 
quarter,  and  might  be  expected  on  his  borders.     A  few  days 
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after  the  arrival  of  Muliamad  Ben  Tahye  in  Algezira,  the 
phice  was  attacked  by  the  Africans,  and  although  the 
Andalusian  soldiery  fought  with  infinite  bravery,  yet  they 
were  compelled  to  yield  to  the  force  of  numbers,  when  the 
African  invaders  made  themselves  masters  of  the  city.  The 
brave  A^izier  Muhamad  Ben  Yahye  Alkigiati  himself  died 
fighting  in  the  canp  before  Algezira  xllhadra.  That 
deplorable  event  occurred  on  the  17th  of  the  Moon  Eegeb, 
in  the  year  729,  the  King  Muhamad  being  thereby  deprived 
of  a  wise  counsellor  and  most  faithful  servant. 

The  news  of  this  misfortune  threw  the  inhabitants  ot 
G-ranada  into  the  extreme  of  terror  and  dismay,  wherefore 
Muhamad  Ben  Ismail  made  instant  preparation  for  entering 
upon  a  new  campaign.  He  appointed  Abul  Nairn  Eeduan, 
who  had  been  brought  up  in  the  house  of  his  father  Ismail 
Ben  Ferag,  to  be  the  first  Vizier  and  t1ie  Ilagib  of  his  house- 
hold ;  that  general  was  a  good  politician  as  well  as  a 
brave  soldier,  and  was  held  in  high  esteem  by  the 
Granadines  ;  his  popularity  in  the  capital  was  indeed 
unbounded,  and  the  king's  choice  gave  universal  satis- 
laction. 

King  Muhamad  set  forth  from  Granada  with  a  very 
brilliant  force  of  cavalry  and  a  well-appointed  body  of  loot- 
soldiers.  He  entered  the  territories  of  the  Christians,  and 
took  the  city  of  Cabra  by  force  of  arms,  as  he  did  also  the 
fortress  of  Priega.  Now  it  chanced  on  this  occasion,  and 
when  his  cavaliers  were  congratulating  their  sovereign  on 
his  success,  that  many  doctors  and  men  of  learning  were 
found  in  their  company,  and  those  sages  likewise  paid  their 
compliments  to  the  king,  whom  they  praised  for  his  accom- 
plishments as  a  military  leader  and  the  ability  he  had 
displayed  in  that  war.  Then  Muhamad  Ben  Ismail  replied 
in  these  words :  "  For  what  great  merit  do  you  utter  this 
applause  ?  One  might  imagine  that  you  liad  discovered  in 
me  that  King  of  Wisdom  whom  it  was  furnierly  the  custom 
to  select  in  the  academies  of  Cordova  and  tSevilie."  Thereby 
making  manifest  his  respect  for  learning  and  the  sciences, 
with  the  consideration  which  he  entertained  for  the  laudable 
habits  of  the  youth  in  the  public  schools. 

The  troops' with  whom  King  Mohamad  commenced  his 
campaign  against  the  Christians  were  few,  but  well-selected, 
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nnd  with  those  lie  resolved  to  attempt  the  conquest  of 
Medina  B;u>n:i.  I  lis  f^enerals  admired  that  resolution,  but 
many  of  the  nobles  and  the  older  men  among  his  cavaliers 
cousiilered  the  enterprise  a  rash  one ;  nay,  some  of  the 
Xeques  excused  tliemselves  under  various  pretexts,  and 
Avouhl  not  march  in  his  company.  Yet  tlie  !<ing  was  not  to 
be  deterred  from  his  purpose  by  these  delections,  and  took 
an  oath  to  accomplish  the  undertaking  he  had  entered  uj)on  : 
lie  advanced  with  his  troops  on  Baena  accordingly  ;  and  as 
the  Cln-istians  perceived  the  numbers  attacking  them  to  bo 
so  small,  while  the  force  appeared  at  the  same  time  to  bo 
but  light  cavalry,  rather  than  troops  prepai-ed  to  besiege  a 
town,  they  came  forth  with  great  confidence  to  accept  the 
oiler  of  battle  :  they  were  nevertheless  driven  back  to  their 
city  by  King  Muhamad  and  his  brave  companions,  who 
pursued  them  with  their  lances  in  the  necks  of  the  Infidel 
even  to  the  gates  of  Baena. 

In  this  conflict,  the  king,  who  fought  in  the  foremost 
ranks,  had  driven  his  lance,  which  was  richly  adorned  with 
gold  and  precious  stones,  into  the  back  of  a  Christian,  who 
fled  with  the  weapon  still  in  his  body,  and  was  carried  by 
the  speed  of  his  horse  to  within  a  short  distance  of  the  city 
gates,  whither  certain  of  the  Mosleman  cavaliers  were  pur- 
suing him  with  intent  to  recover  the  lance  of  the  lung :  but 
Muhamad  restrained  them  with  these  words, — "  Leave  the 
lance  to  the  poor  creature,  and  if  he  should  not  die  of  his 
wound,  he  will  have  something  that  may  help  him  to  cure  it 
Avithal."  Having  thus  recalled  them  to  his  side,  the  king 
returned  to  his  camp. 

Some  few  days  later  the  city  of  Baena  surrendered,  when 
Muhamad,  making  a  further  inroad  into  the  country, 
appeared  before  the  walls  of  Casares,  which  he  battered  in 
various  parts,  and  might  have  taken  possession  of  the  city, 
had  he  'not  delayed  the  assault  to  the  following  morning ; 
but  he  was  then  compelled  to  raise  the  siege,  by  notices  re- 
ceived through  his  light  cavalry^  to  the  eflect  that  a  Christian 
force  was  advancing  for  the  relief  of  the  place.  Tlie  king 
thereupon  marched  to  meet  the  enemy,  to  whom  he  gave 
battle,  and  defeated  in  the  sanguinary  conflict  that  ensued, 
routing  his  cavalry  and  throwing  the  whole  ibrce  into 
irremediable  disorder.      The  Infidel  tlien  took  flight,  and 
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was  pursued  by  tlie  troops  of  Muhamad  for  several  leagues ; 
but  the  kiog  did  not  return  to  the  siege  of  Casares,  having 
resolved  to  undertake  that  of  G-ebaltaric  instead. 

The  cause  of  tliis  determination  was  the  assurance  which 
Muhamad  Ben  Ismail  had  received  that  Gebaltaric  was  but 
poorly  garrisoned ;  wherefore  he  directed  his  flying  camp  on 
that  point,  and  so  closely  pressed  the  siege,  that,  in  despite 
of  the  machines  and  engines  which  the  Christians  used  in 
their  defence,  he  took  possession  of  the  place  by  force  of 
arms,  and  occupied  it  with  his  troops.  In  like  manner  the 
king  made  himself  master  of  Eonda  and  Marhalia  ;  nor  did 
any  long  time  elapse  before  he  had  recovered  Algezira 
Alhadra  also  ;  the  last  named  city  having  been  taken  from 
him  shortly  before,  as  hath  been' related,  by  the  Africans  of 
the  Beni  Merines,  who  had  come  to  the  aid  of  Othman  Abu 
Said,  and  others  of  his  vassals,  then  in  rebellion.  Algezira 
Alhadra  had  been  occupied  by  Othman  El  Eada  by  conven- 
tion with  the  African  general,  who  had  taken  the  place  on 
the  13th  day  of  the  moon  Dylhagia,  in  the  year  729.  Yet 
the  invincible  Muhamad  Ben  Ismail  now  regaired  all  that 
he  had  lost  by  the  late  civil  discords,  as  well  as  the  cities 
taken  or  estranged  by  rebellion  in  the  course  of  his  minority. 
But  the  Christians,  meanwhile,  were  advancing  on  Gebal- 
taric,  which  they  invested  both  by  land  and  sea. 

It  was  about  this  time  that  a  son  of  Othman  Abu  Said, 
called  Omar,  rose  in  rebellion  against  his  father,  having 
found  means  to  persuade  many  to  conspire  with  him,  and 
being  at  the  head  of  a  large  force  of  his  partizans.  With 
these  troops  he  met  his  father  in  several  encounters,  wherein 
the  rebellious  Omar  was  for  the  most  part  victorious,  and 
he  finally  compelled  his  father  to  ily  from  Medina  Fez,  oi 
which  the  disobedient  son  gained  immediate  possession.  The 
cities  of  Telencen  and  Sigilmesa  w^ere  in  like  manner  given 
into  the  hands  of  Omar  by  intrigues  and  the  intelligence 
which  he  maintained  with  his  brother,  Abul  Hassan  Aly, 
who  had  been  his  assistant  throughout  that  enterprise,  and 
had  enabled  him  to  render  himself  master  of  all  his  father's 
possessions. 

The  poor  old  man,  even  Othman  Abu  Said,  could  not  resist 
the  influence  of  so  many  disasters :  towards  tiie  end  of  the 
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moon  Dylcada,  in  the  year  730,*  he  fell  sick,  and  before  the 
close  of  that  moon  he  had  departed  to  the  mercy  of  Allah. 
Then  his  son,  Abid  Hassan  Aly,  who  had  assistedhis  brother 
Omar  to  despoil  their  liitiier  of  his  states,  rose  in  his  turn 
against  the  rebel  Omar,  and  commenced  a  war  a<;uinst  him, 
in  which  Abul  Hassan  was  so  Ibrtunate,  that  he  defeated 
bis  brother,  even  Omar,  and  slew  him  in  battle. 


CHAP.  XX. — Kino  ml-iiamad  ben  ismail  continues  his  campaigns. 

COMPULSORY  CESSION  OF  GEBALTAUIC  TO  ABUI.  HASSAN,  KINO  OP  FiiZ. 
MtJnAMAU  MARCnKS  ItIS  TROOPS  TO  TlIK  RELIEF  OF  GEBALTARIC. 
THE  AFRICANS  CAUSE  )TI.M  TO  HE  ASSASSINATED.  IIE  IS  SUCCEEDED 
BY  jrZEF,  CALLED  ABUL  HAGIAO. 

Muhamad  Ben  Ismail,  King  of  Grranada,  now  marched  to 
the  aid  of  his  Andalusians,  whom  the  Cliristian  generals  of 
Alphonso,  King  of  Castillo,  were  besieging  in  Gebaltaric, 
when  the  report  of  his  advance  compelled  those  misbelievers 
to  raise  the  siege :  but  taking  their  way  by  Ossuna,  they 
proceeded  to  lay  siege  to  Medina  Teba  de  Ardalis.  King 
Muhamad  then  set  forth  against  them  with  his  cavalry,  de- 
taching his  light  horsemen  to  the  shores  of  the  Guaditeba,t 
his  purpose  being  to  prevent  the  CIn-istians  from  watering 
their  animals  in  that  stream.  The  Pena  de  Pruna,  with  its 
fortress,  was  nevertheless  compelled  to  surrender  to  the 
Christians ;  and  the  Alcalde  who  had  commarided  the  place 
having  made  conditions  whereby  he  was  permitted  to  march 
out  with  all  the  honours  of  war,  now  arrived  in  the  camp 
of  Muhamad  Ben  Ismail.  The  king  then  desj^atehed 
generals  in  whom  he  could  confide  with  three  thousand  of 
his  cavaliers  to  the  river  above  mentioned,  even  the  Guadi- 
teba,  where  they  were  commanded  to  attack  the  camp  of  the 
Christians,  while  Muhamad  repaired  in  person,  with  another 
body  of  three  thousand  men,  to  a  valley  situati'  about  a 
league  from  the  camp,  where  he  placed  his  forces  in  ambush, 
and  awaited  the  result. 

*  Otlicr  authorities  say  731.— Coiide. 
t  The  River  of  Teba. 
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The  tliree  thousand  men  directed  to  attack  the  Infidel 
camp  fell  ou  the  same  when  least  expected,  and  threw  the 
enemy  into  much  disorder,  making  a  great  carnage  among 
their  numbers.  The  Moslemah  then  began  to  retire,  in 
conformity  with  the  orders  they  had  received  from  the  king, 
and  with  the  hope  of  drawing  their  adversaries  to  the 
ambush  laid  in  the  valley  ;  but  the  Christians,  advised  of  the 
latter  by  their  scouts,  did  not  advance  more  than  half  a 
league  in  pursuit ;  when,  having  been  reinforced  at  that 
point  by  a  large  body  of  men  whom  their  King  Don  Alphonso 
had  sent  to  their  aid,  they  marched  forward  in  close  order  of 
battle,  and  proceeded  in  their  turn  to  attack  the  camp  of 
Muhamad  Ben  Ismail :  a  sanguinary  combat  between  both 
hosts  was  then  commenced,  aud  large  numbers  were  slain 
on  either  side. 

After  having  plundered  some  of  the  tenta  and  taken 
captive  some  few  Moslemah  who  were  carelessly  loitering  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  camp,  the  Christians  returned  to  the 
siege  of  Medina  Teba,  which  was  soon  compelled  to  sur- 
render by  capitulation ;  but  the  terms  obtaiuLd  were  not 
unfavourable,  the  garrison  marching  out  with  arms  and 
baggage.  Priega,  Cailete,  aud  the  Torre  de  las  Cuevas,  were 
likewise  occupied  by  the  Christian  foe,  who  made  themselves 
masters  of  Ortexicar  no  long  time  after. 

The  new  king  of  Fez,  Abul  Hassan,  the  son  of  Othman 
Abu  Said,  had  meanwhile  crossed  the  strait  and  made 
himself  master  of  Grebaltaric,  which  he  saved  from  the 
Christians,  it  is  true,  but  then  seized  as  a  possession  belong- 
ing of  right  to  himself.  The  King  of  Granada  heard  of 
that  loss  with  a  bitter  grief,  but  he  did  not  wish  to  break 
with  a  prince  so  powerful  and  warlike  as  was  Abul  Hassan, 
who  had  obtained  the  reputation  of  great  valour  in  Anda^ 
lusia,  no  less  than  in  Africa.  Muhamad  Ben  Ismail  there- 
fore wrote  letters  to  the  African  sovereign,  yielding  to  him 
as  of  free  will  the  fortress  which  he  had  taken  by  force, 
and  the  two  kings  thus  remained  allies  and  friends.  Mu- 
hamad then  repaired  to  the  Comarcas  of  Cordova,  proposing 
to  lay  siege  to  Castro  del  Hio ;  and  he  did  in  effect  assault 
the  place  with  infinite  bravery,  giving  the  besieged  no 
repose  by  day  or  night ;  but  they  defended  themselves  well, 
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aiid   lie  was  coinpollod  to   strike  liis  caiiip,  ^A•he^eupon  lie 

Sassed   t]iroup;h  the  dislru-t,   Avliich    ho    raviij^jcd  and   laid 
esolate.      All   tlieso  tlunr;s  being  accoiiij)lislHHl,  the  king 
took  his  way  by  Cabra  and  returned  to  (iranaila. 

But  Abid  Hassan,  King  of  Fez,  was  not  long  suffered  to 
remain  in  peaceable  possession  of  Gebaltarie:  the  Chris- 
tians, well  knowing  the  importance  of  the  place,  and  con- 
sidering that  it  was  the  key  of  Andalusia,  marched  against 
it  with  a  large  force.  The  generals  of  Abul  Hassan  de- 
fended tlie  fortress  with  much  ability,  but  the  persistence  of 
the  Christians  was  rapidly  exhausting  their  resources ;  the 
Infidel  galleys,  cruizing  the  strait  with  minute  watchful- 
ness, suffered  no  succours  from  Africa  to  approach  the 
besieged,  who  saw  their  provisions  fast  coming  to  an  end  : 
closely  pressed  by  land  as  well  as  by  sea,  they  had  in  effect 
lost  all  hope  of  aid  from  their  master,  King  Abul  Hassan ; 
but,  having  found  means  to  despatch  messengers  to  the 
King  of  Granada,  they  made  known  to  him  tlie  straits  to 
which  they  had  been  reduced  by  the  Christians,  and  called 
on  him,  as  the  ally  of  their  sovereign,  Abul  Hassan,  to  give 
them  assistance  in  that  conjuncture. 

Muhamad  Ben  Ismail  then  assembled  his  troops  with  all 
speed,  and  marched  at  once  to  the  succour  of  the  Africans 
shut  up  in  Gebaltarie.  He  arrived  at  Algezira  Alhadra, 
and  proceeding  thence  to  Gebaltarie  attacked  the  Christians 
before  that  fortress,  defeating  them  with  terrible  slaughter, 
after  an  obstinately  contested  engagement,  and  forcing 
them  to  raise  the  siege. 

Thus  the  Granadine  king  delivered  the  Africans  from, 
their  enemy  ;  but  somewhat  inflated  wdth  his  triumph,  and 
in  the  lightness  of  his  youth,  he  jested  with  the  African 
general  in  a  tone  that  was  not  a  little  vain-glorious.  Among 
other  things  the  young  monarch  declared  that  the  Christians 
were  very  good  cavaliers,  who  had  not  chosen  to  match 
themselves  with  the  African  soldiery,  because  they  and  all 
who  were  born  in  Andalusia  held  it  shame  for  them  to 
contend  with  such,  but  that  when  the  Granadines,  who  were 
their  compatriots,  had  appeared,  the  Christians  had  proved 
themselves  to  be  perfectly  courteous  and  accommodating. 
The  cavaliers  of  Castille,  he  added,  had  broken  their  lances 
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•well  and  fairly  with  those  of  Granada,  and  having  jn'elded 
them  the  victory,  had  left  them  the  further  merit  of  giving 
bread  to  the  wretched  and  hungry  Africans. 

By    jesting    in    this    manner     Muhamad    Ben    Ismail 
embittered  the  generals  of  Abul  Hassan  against  him,  and 
when  they  heard  him  speak  of  a  resolution  which  he  had 
taken  to  dismiss    his   troops,    and  cross  the  strait  to  pay 
a  visit  to  his  friend  the  King  of  Fez,  they  conceived  the 
treacherous  design  of  avenging  themselves  for  those  light 
words  by  taking   the  life  of  him  who  had  uttered  them. 
And  so  was  it  determined :  having  dismissed  the  cavidry  of 
Granada,  as  he  had  determined,  the  King  Muhamad,  with 
the  few  troops  he  had  retained  to  accompany  him  into  the 
kingdom  of  Fez,  remained  alone  with  the  generals  of  Abul 
Hassan ;  the  vengeful  Africans  then  paid  certain  assassins 
to  watch  his  steps  for  their  evil  purpose.      It    happened, 
therefore,  on  the  day  following  that  which  saw  the  subjects  of 
Muhamad   Ben    Ismail    depart   for    Granada,    that    their 
sovereign  was  seen  by  these  hirelings  to  ascend  the  moun- 
tains   with   but  a  small  company   of   his  gusrd.      Taking 
certain  steep  and  narrow  paths  through  which  they  knew 
be  must  proceed,  they  then  met  him  in  the  most  difficult 
part  of  the  road,  and  where  he  could  not  turn  his  horse,  nor 
be  defended  by  his  guards,    since  there  was  not  space  to 
permit  them  to  pass  him.     The  way  was  such,  indeed,  as  to 
compel  each  cavalier  to  follow  the  other  in  single  file,  and 
was  besides  a  stony  dangerous  path,  over  which  the  traveller 
could  not  easily  make  his  way.  Here  it  was  that  the  assassins 
attacked  their  victim,  and  it  is  even  said  that  the  first  who 
struck  the  king  was  a  servant  of  his  father,  called  Zeyan. 
The  rest  then  pierced  him  with  their  lances,    and  he  fell 
lifeless  to  the  earth.     Thus  died  that  noble  monarch,  the 
unhappy  event  taking  place  on  Wednesday,  the  13th  day  of 
the  Moon  Dylhagia,  in  the  year  733. 

The  few  guards  and  soldiers  remaining  in  the  camp  were 
soon  made  acquainted  with  the  misfortune  of  their  lord  by 
the  small  company  that  had  attended  him,  and  which  now 
came  flying  down  the  mountain,  with  the  fatal  intelligence 
of  his  assassination.  Although  but  few  in  number  they  at 
once  prepared  to  avenge  the  death  of  their  noble  king  ;  but 
the  Africans,  dreading  the  efiect  of  t'^ieir  rage,  closed  the 
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gati's  of  the  fortress,  wlileh  the  Andalusian  cavaliers  liad 
no  means  for  nltackin;j^.  The  body  of  Muliamad  Liy  iiiean- 
■^•hile  abandoned  and  despoiled  on  the  mountains,  having 
become  the  mockery  of  those  very  soldiers  of  Fez  whose 
lives  he  had  but  just  saved  from  tlie  lance  of  the  Christians, 
and  the  sliarper  pangs  of  luiuger.  So  ungrateful  and 
regardless  is  a  people  in  a  state  of  barbarism  ! 

The  Granadines  bore  the  fatal  intelligence  to  their 
country,  where  it  was  deeply  mourned  by  all,  and  the  death 
of  their  king  was  to  each  of  his  subjects  a  cause  of  such 
grief  as  a  man  feels  who  has  lost  a  lather.  The  Viziers  and 
nobles  then  proclaimed  the  brother  of  Muhamad,  Juzef  Abul 
Hagiag,  to  be  their  king ;  the  first  command  of  that  sove- 
reign being  to  the  effect  that  messengers  should  proceed  to 
reclaim  his  brother's  corpse.  The  remains  of  Muhamad 
were  then  borne  to  Malaga,  where  they  were  buried  in  a 
chapel  which  was  erected  for  the  purpose,  and  which  served 
as  the  decoration  of  his  tomb.  Here  there  was  then 
inscribed  the  epitaph  which  follows : — 

"  This  is  the  sepulchre  of  the  noble,  powerful,  and 
magnanimous  king,  the  illustrious  Abu  Abdallah  Muhamad, 
of  happy  memory.  Born  of  the  royal  race,  he  was  a 
virtuous,  prudent,  and  generous  prince,  victorious  in  war, 
a  distinguished  general,  the  exalted  commander  of  con- 
quering hosts,  of  the  ancient  and  illustrious  family  of 
the  Nazars,  the  prince  of  the  Paithful,  a  son  of  the  Sultan, 
Abul  "Walid  Ben  i'erag  Aben  Nazar.  May  God  pardon  him 
and  receive  him  to  eternal  repose.  He  was  born — may 
Allah  have  pleasure  in  him — on  the  8th  day  of  the  Moon 
Muharram,  in  the  year  715,  and  was  proclaimed  king  on 
the  death  of  his  father  on  the  26th  of  the  Moon  Kegeb,  in 
the  year  725.*  He  died — may  God  receive  him  to  pardon 
— on  the  13th  of  the  Moon  Dylhagia  in  the  year  733. 
Praise  and  glory  be  now  and  ever  to  God  the  most  higli, 
whose  kingdom  hath  no  end." 

When  the  unhappy  intelligence  of  their  king's  death  wat; 
made  known  to  the  Grauadine  army,  then  on  its  way 
back  from  Gebaltaric,  the  grief  felt  for  that  loss  was  very 

*  Wbicli  makes  hiin  ten  years  old  at  his  proclamation,  instead  of 
tv.elve,  as  asserted  in  a  previous  page.     See  page  237. 
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deep,  and  loud  were  the  demands  for  vengeance  "fthlcli  were 
made  in  their  desperation  by  the  soldiers  whom  he  had  led 
to  victory  ;  but  all  hope  of  remedy  for  so  grievous  a  misfor- 
tune was  vain,  and  for  a  loss  so  irreparable  there  was  no 
consolation.  The  brother  of  the  departed  monarch,  the 
brave  and  noble  Abul  Hagiag,  was  then  with  the  host,  and 
he  was  instantly  proclaimed  by  the  troops.  All  the  generals 
of  the  army  took  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  him  in  hia 
pavilion,  on  the  shores  of  the  Guadalsefaiu,  wliich  passes  by 
the  fields  of  Algezira  Alhadra.  This  took  place  en  the 
evening  of  "Wednesday,  the  13th  day  of  Dylhagia,  and  the 
host  was  then  led  by  Abul  Hagiag  to  Grranada,  where  he 
was  again  publicly  proclaimed. 

The  new  king,  even  Juzef  Ben  Ismail  Ben  Ferag,  known 
as  Abul  Hagiag,  was  a  youth  endowed  with  great  beauty  of 
person  and  extraordinary  strength  of  body  ;  very  grave  in 
manner,  but  easy  of  access  :  friendly  towards  all  who 
approached  him,  and  of  very  amiable  dispositions.  He  was 
a  good  poet,  possessed  considerable  erudition,  had  made 
himself  acquainted  with  various  arts,and  was  much  attached  to 
the  study  of  the  sciences,  having  his  pleasure  rather  in  the 
occupations  of  peace  than  the  exercises  of  war.  When  the 
festivities  consequent  on  his  proclamation  had  come  to  an 
end,  Juzef  Ben  Ismail  commenced  negociations  for  treaties 
of  peace  with  the  princes,  his  neighbours,  Christian  as  well 
as  Moslemah :  he  sent  ambassadors  and  letters  to  Seville, 
where  his  envo3's  negociated  a  truce  for  the  term  of  four 
years,  with  very  favourable  conditions.  The  king  then  set 
himself  to  reform  the  laws  and  civil  regulations  of  his 
kingdom,  which  were  daily  liable  to  alteration  by  the  sub- 
tleties of  the  Alcatibes  and  dishonest  Cadies.  Juzef  Ben 
Ismail  commanded  that  the  formularies  of  public  acts,  and 
the  phrases  used  for  legal  documents,  should  be  rendered 
more  brief  and  simple,  whereupon  the  Alimes  and  doctors 
j)repared  good  treatises,  and  explications  of  such  formulas 
as  were  now  proposed  by  the  king. 

New  distinctions  for  the  reward  of  all  who  had  be- 
come eminent  in  the  civil  employments  of  the  state 
were  likewise  established  by  King  Juzef,  who  caused 
directions  to  be  written  moreover  for  the  instruction  of 
those  who  exercised  various  arts  and  professions,  with  books 
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OH  strategy  and  the  art- military,  as  well  as  mauy  others  of 
different  kinds. 


CHAP.  XXI. — EEias  of  jtzef  ben  ismail.    battle  of  gtjadagelixo 

GAINED  BY  THE  CHKISTIANS. 

In  the  commencement  of  King  Juzef  s  reign  tlie  Yizier  who 
had  been  the  minister  of  his  father,  even  tlie  illustrious 
Abul  Nairn  Ecduan,  departed  to  the  mercy  of  Allah,  and 
the  young  monarch  then  conferred  the  dignity  on  Abu 
Ishac  Ben  Abdelhac,  a  cavalier  of  high  birth  and  great 
possessions,  who  entered  on  the  duties  of  his  charge  on  the 
third  day  of  the  moon  Muharrau,  in  the  year  73J;.  But  the 
nomination  of  the  Vizier  Abu  Ishac  had  scarcely  been  made 
known  before  all  the  nobles  and  generals  then  in  the  capital 
presented  themselves  before  the  king,  accusing  the  new 
dignitary  of  haughtiness,  vanity,  and  a  love  of  vengeance, 
which  could  not  fail  to  give  serious  cause  for  discords  and 
factious  disorders.  They,  therefore,  entreated  King  Juzel 
very  earnestly  to  depose  him  from  his  employment,  assuriuo- 
the  young  sovereign  that  he  must  do  so  if  'he  desii-ed  the 
peace  and  tranquillity  of  the  kingdom. 

_  To  these  representations  King  Juzef  replied  by  thanking 
his  counsellors  for  their  advice,  and  the  zeal  they  had  mani- 
fested in  the  service  of  the  state.     He  declared  that  his 
most  earnest  desire  was  to  do  whatever  should  1)e  found  best 
for  the  common  welfare,  and  a  few  days  later  the  Vizier  in 
question   was  removed.     The  Hagib  Abul   JMaim,   son  of 
Eeduan,  was  then  appointed  in  his  place.     Now  Abul  Nairn 
was  of  a  truth  a  very  upright  and  virtuous  cavalier,  but 
hard  of  condition,  much  given  to  anger,  and  often  giving 
proof  of  a  severity  that  was  at  least  equal  to  his  justice. 
During  the  time  of  his  rule  every  man  trembled  at  the 
thought  of  appearing  before  his  judgment  seat.     From  con- 
sideration for  the  nobles,  the  Vizier  was  charged  with  the 
general  police  of  the  capital,  and  in  this  tribunal  there  was 
no  class,  whether  civU  or  military,  considered   to  possess 
any  privilege  of  exemption.     All  were  held  bound  to  present 
themselves  when    cited   before   it,   whether   summoned   as 
witnesses    or   called    to   answer  for  themselves.     In  tie 
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exercise  of  tliis  part  of  his  functions  Abul  Nairn  was 
reinarlied  for  liis  sternness,  his  angry  irritability,  the  stria- 
gent  severity  of  his  judgments,  and  the  brevity  of  the 
sentence.  Many  were  condemned  to  heavy  punishment  for 
very  shght  causes  by  his  decrees  ;  nay,  he  is  declared  to  have 
caused  not  a  few  innocent  heads  to  be  struck  off. 

The  King  Juzef  Ben  Ismail,  whose  attention  was  constantly 
directed  towards  the  public  weal,  and  whose  ear  was  opened  to 
the  complaints  of  the  poor  and  defenceless  even  more  readily 
than  to  those  of  the  powerful,  had  been  already  made  acquainted 
with  certain  hasty  acts  of  Abul  Nairn,  and  perceiving  that  the 
violent  proceedings  and  hurried  j  udgments  ascribed  to  him  were 
the  result  of  his  irascibility  and  the  asperity  of  his  character, 
rather  than  of  the  rigidity  of  his  justice  or  the  equity  and 
rectitude  of  his  heart,  commanded  him  to  suspend  his 
functions,  and  shortly  afterwards  cast  the  Vizier  himself 
into  prison :  that  event  occurred  in  the  22nd  of  the  moon 
Eegib,  in  the  year  740. 

And  now,  as  the  King  of  Granada,  even  Juzef  Ben 
Ismail,  was  at  peace  with  all  the  Moslemah  princes,  and  had 
a  truce  with  the  Christians,  he  found  leisure  fox  the  embel- 
lishment of  his  capital,  by  the  construction  of  noble  and 
splendid  edifices ;  he  rebuilt  the  great  Aljama  with  extraor- 
dinary magnificence,  adorning  the  work  with  all  that  art  could 
suggest  for  its  decoration :  and  furthermore,  he  encouraged 
the  same  with  a  large  annual  income.  The  king  likewise 
established  regulations  for  the  government  of  the  Imaums, 
Alfakies,  Alraocries,  Almuedanas,  Hafizes,  and  others 
connected  with  the  due  service  of  the  AJjama ;  thus 
providing  for  the  fulfilment  of  their  duties  and  obligations, 
as  well  as  for  the  fitting  maintenance  of  those  ministers,  and 
the  punctuality  of  their  payment. 

In  the  vicinity  of  Medina  Malaga,  Juzef  Ben  Ismail 
erected  a  sumptuous  Alcazar,  and  on  that  edifice,  which  is 
of  great  height  and  admirable  beauty,  the  king  expended 
vast  sums  ;  but  he  much  increased  his  renown  by  the  noble 
fabric  in  question,  seeing  that  he  not  only  originated  the 
idea  and  determined  the  splendid  character  of  this  and  many 
other  gorgeous  buildings,  but  even  gave  the  plans  for  them, 
and  made  all  needful  dispositions  for  their  construction. 

Now  the  time  of  truce  agreed  on  by  the  Christians  having 
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expired,  the  general  commandino;  the  Granadine  troops  on 
the  ln)iitiiTs  of  jMiux-ia,  even  Abdalhih  Abu  licduaii,  made 
an  irruption  upon  the  Coniaroas  of  tliat  territory,  bi'in<; 
aceonipanied  by  the  Arraiz  of  Algarve,  Abu  Thabet  Omar 
Ben  Othman  Ben  Edris  lieu  Abdelhac,  wiio  was  of  the 
royal  blood  of  the  licni  Merines.  Tiiese  generals  devas- 
tated tiie  Comarcas,  burnt  the  fortified  town  of  (ruadalhi- 
mar,  drove  oil"  vast  flocks  of  cattle,  and  took  a  large 
number  of  captives,  insomuch  that  they  returned  to  (Jranada 
with  more  tiian  one  thousand  Christian  prisoners, — men, 
women,  and  chUdren,  entering  the  capital  in  triumph.  That 
campaign  was  then  celebrated  in  the  city  with  great  re- 
joicings, and  there  was  high  festivity,  with  public  dances, 
and  other  expressions  of  gladness. 

The  Arraiz  of  Algarve  was  distinguished  greally  by  the 
favour  of  his  sovereign,  who  admitted  that  general  to  his 
closest  intimacy,  not  only  on  account  of  his  noble  race  and 
the  important  office  which  he  held  in  his  armies,  but  also, 
and  chiefly,  in  consideration  of  his  ability  and  agreeable 
manners.  Abu  Thabet  Omar  Ben  Othman  was  the  arbiter 
and  dispenser  of  all  the  king's  favours ;  no  one  could  speak 
to  Juzef  Ben  Ismail  without  his  permission,  nor  nas  any- 
thing done  in  the  palace,  whether  great  or  small,  but  by 
his  order :  yet  it  chanced  not  many  days  after  the  return  of 
the  Generals  Heduan  and  Abu  Thabet  from  the  frontier  of 
Murcia,  that  Juzef  commanded  the  apprehension  of  the 
Arraiz  of  Algarve,  even  Omar,  his  most  intimate  friend, 
whom  he  cast  into  prison,  together  with  his  two  brothers. 
That  circumstance  took  place  on  the  29tli  day  of  the  moon 
Kebie  Primera,  in  the  year  741 ;  it  caused  infinite  amaze- 
ment among  the  people,  and  the  rather  when  it  became 
known  that  the  office  previously  held  by  Abu  Thabet  Omar 
had  been  given  to  his  cousin,  Omar  Yahye  Ben  Omar  Ben 
Hehu.  The  cause  of  Omar's  disgrace  was  not  generally 
known,  but  among  the  courtiers  there  was  a  whisper  to  the 
effect  that  Juzef  Ben  Ismail  had  made  Omar  his  confidant 
in  certainlove  affairs,  and  unhappily  the  latter  was  found  to  be 
the  rival  of  his  sovereign ;  nay,  that  this  was  not  all, — he  was 
more  favoured  by  the  lady  in  question  than  the  king  could 
flatter  himself  with  being,  and  tliat  mortifying  circumstance 
had  bee  J I  made  known  to   Juzef  by  Yahye,  the  cousin  ot 
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Abu  Thabet  Omar.  So  went  the  story,  and  this — if  the 
whole  were  not  the  mere  idle  talk  of  the  courtiers — vras  the 
cause  of  the  general's  disgrace. 

About  the  same  time  complaints  of  maladministration 
were  made  by  the  people  against  the  Vizier  Abul  Hassan 
Aly  Ben  Moid,  for  which  cause  the  king  deprived  him  of 
his  employment,  which  he  conferred  on  Abul  Hassan  Ben 
Algiab,  who  had  been  secretary  to  the  King  Muhamad,  his 
brother,  and  who  was  a  man  of  approved  integrity,  very 
prudent,  and  distinguished  for  his  great  learning. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  year  741,  King    Juzef  received 
intelligence  to  the   effect  that  tlie  King  of  Fez,  even  Aly 
Abul  HassanBen  Othman  Ben  Jakoub  Ben  Abdelhac,  of  the 
Beni  Merines,  had  crossed  the  sea,  and  had  obtained  a  naval 
victory  over  the  Christians,  to  the  great  and  signal  loss  of 
those  misbelievers,  who  had  been  attacked  by  the  Moslem  ah 
on  the  29th  day  of  the  moon   Safer   in   that   year.     The 
African  fleet  was  reported  to  consist  of  not  less   than   one 
hundred  and  forty  galleys,  and  with  these  the   Moslemah 
had  surrounded  the    Christian   barks,  many  of  which  they 
had  sunk,  while  many  more  had  been  taken,  with  all  their 
crews,  stores,  provisions   of  food,  and   munitions    of    war. 
Tliat  fortunate  occurrence  -was  celebrated  iu  Granada  with 
illuminations,  fireworks,  great  festivities,  and  pubKc  dances, 
which    continued   throughout    tlie   night.      The     King   of 
Grranada  furthermore  commanded  that  a  certain  company  of 
his  cavaliers  should  make  ready  to  proceed  in  his  train  for 
the  purpose  of  receiving  and  congratulating  the  King  of  Fez. 
The  Alcaldes  of  the  frontiers,  and   many  others  of  tlie 
principal  Xeques,  assembled   accordingly,  when   the   king 
departed  to  make  his  visit  with  a  very  brilliant  company ; 
he   arrived  at  Algezira  Alhadra  on   the   20th  day    of  the 
same  moon. 

Abul  Hassan  Ben  Othman,  King  of  Fez,  rejoiced  greatlv 
in  the  arrival  of  Juzef  Ben  Ismail,  and  the  two  monarch's 
banqueted  together,  in  company  with  the  principal  cava- 
liers of  their  respective  courts.*     The  King  of  Fez  had  witli 

*  El  Salarnani  and  other  authorities  say  that  the  meeting  of  Juzef 
witdi  Abul  Hassan  took  phice  on  Saturday  the  6th  of  the  moon  Xawal. 

—  Cond... 
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him  a  luighty  force  of  cavalry  siiul  infantry  ;  wherefore,  aiid 
that  the  time  iiiij^ht  not  be  lost,  he  a^ni'd  with  Kiiiji;  Juzef 
o['  (Jranaila  to  hiy  .sieu;e  to  Medina  Turifa,  whereupoii  they 
uiaxehed  their  troo|)3  in  that  direction  :  they  arrived  before 
the  phice  accordiiii^ly,  and  fixed  tlieir  camp  there  ou  the 
3rd  day  of  tiie  following  moon. 

The  Moalemah  then  commenced  the  attack  with  various 
machines ;  among  others,  those  engines  of  thunder  wliich 
cast  great  balls  of  iron  with  Nnf/.a*,i\i\d  whereby  a  fearful 
destruction  was  made  in  the  well-towered  walls  of  the  city. 

The  siege  being  prolonged,  Abul  Hassan,  King  of  Fez, 
despatched  his  generals,  Aly  Atar  and  Abdelmelic,  with  a 
carefully  chosen  force  of  Zeneta,  Masarauda,  and  Gomara 
cavalry,  to  make  au  irruption  on  the  territories  of  Xeres 
and  kSidonia,  Lebrija,  and  Arcos.  The  troops  departed 
accordingly,  and  tir^t  driving  ofi"  all  the  flocks,  they  laid 
waste  tbe  fields,  burnt  the  dwellings  of  the  inhabitants,  and 
desolated  the  whole  country,  leaving  those  Comarcas  a 
desert,  as  might  the  devastating  tempest  of  thunders  and 
lightnings. 

But  the  Christians  to  whom  the  guard  of  the  frontier  had 
been  committed  then  marched  forth  upon  that  flving  camp  of 
Almagaraves,  and  fell  upon  the  Africans  when  the  latter 
least  expected  their  appearance.  Thrown  into  a  panic 
by  the  impetuous  attack  of  their  unforeseen  adversaries,  and 
embarrassed  by  their  immense  booty,  the  troops  could  not 
be  brought  into  order  of  defence  without  great  difficulty. 
and  after  a  short  strugsle  they  turned  their  bridles  in  con- 
fusion and  terror,  abandoning  their  valiant  leaders  to  the 
lances  of  the  foe,  and  flying  from  the  Christian  conqueror 
with  all  the  speed  of  their  horses.  The  illustrious  generals, 
Abdelmelic  and  Aly  Atar  (who  was  his  cousin)  were 
among  the  first  who  fell ;  both  died  in  the  endeavour  to 
animate  their  people  to  resistance  against  the  enemies  of 
Allah ;  but  they  sold  their  lives  dearly,  and  many  were  the 
Infidels  that  sank  beneath  their  nervous  arms.  Fifteen 
hundred  of  the  Moslemah,  chiefly  belonging  to  the  Zenete 
and  Gomara  tribes,  also  did  what  they  could  to  maintain  the 
ground;  but  their  efforts  were  unavailing,  and  those  brave  men 

*  Tbe  word  Nqfla  (Naphtha)  is  in  italics  in  the  original. 
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were  left  extended  on  the  field,  as  an  acceptable  offering  to 
the  wild  beasts  and  birds  of  prey. 

The  intelligence  of  that  disaster  filled  the  hearts  of  the 
two  kings,  Juzef  Ben  Ismail  and  Abul  Hassan,  with  despair, 
and  the  souls  of  all  the  Moslemah  with  the  bitterest  grief;  more 
especially  did  they  mourn  the  loss  ofthose  two  noble  generals, 
A)y  Atar  and  Abdelraelic.  The  King  of  Fez  despatched  letters 
to  his  Alcaldes  of  Africa,  commanding  them  to  send  him  new 
troops,  the  sovereign  of  Gri'anada  also  calling  out  his  people, 
and  both  determined  to-  take  vengeance  for  the  injuries 
they  had  sustained. 

The  Christians  who  were  besieged  in  Tarifa,   seeing  the 
force  of  the  Moslemah  to  be  daily  increased,  and  perceiving 
that  the  number  of  their  assailants  was  such    as   to  cover 
the  mountains  and  valleys,  sent  repeated  supplications  to 
their  kings  for  aid,  to  the  King  of  Portugal,  as  well  as  to 
him  of  Castille.     The  Castillian  monarch  was  at  that  time 
in  Medina  Seville,  and  assembling  his  troops  with  as  much 
speed  as  he  might,  he  marched  to  the  aid  of  his  people  with 
a  powerful  host.     The  King  of  Portugal  also  led  a  chosen 
body  of  cavalry  to  the  succour  of  Tarifa,   and  these  two 
tyrants  now  advanced  upon  the  Faithful  with  a  countless  ■ 
multitude.     When  they  arrived  at  Hijarayel,*  they  gained 
sight  of  the  Moslemah  force,  which  lost  no  time  in  moving 
to  their  encounter,  seeing  that  the  Faithful  had  already  been 
made  aware  of  the  enemy's  approach  by  the  bands  of  their 
light  cavalry.      The  two  kings,  Juzef  I3en  Ismail  and  Abul 
Hassan,  led  forward  their  valiant  warriors,  the  two  tyrants 
also  making  ready  their  legions  for  the  battle  ;  but  as  it  was 
near  the  setting  of  the  sun,  it  did  not  appear  to  either  of  the 
hosts   that   they   had   light    enough    remaining   for   their 
purpose,   and  no  man  had  any  desire  to  see  the  now  fast 
approaching  night  interpose  an  impediment  to  their  hostile 
intentions.     Thus  the  battle  was  not  commenced,  the  skir- 
mishing parties  were  not  permitted  to  leave  the  main  body 
of  either  host ;  all  retained  their  ranks,  and  the  two  armies 
remained  in  mutual  fear  and  respect. 

They   passed   that   night    in    awaiting   tlie   dawn    witli 
mingled   incertitude,  impatience,  and   dread;  the   generals 
carefully  issued  their  orders  to  the  captains  and  others  in 
*  The  Eock  of  the  Hart.— ^z-. 


25G  DOMINION  OF  TllK  AUAUS  IN  Sl'AlN.         [a.D.  1311 

conimnnd  ;  ■while  tlioso  in  their  turn  ondeavoured  to  aiiiinato 
their  troops  to  the  lif^lit,  asauriiit;  tlieiu  of  victory  it"  tlioy 
would  eoinport  themselves  bravely  and  with  iirmness  in  the 
sanu;uinary  contest  about  to  ensue.  AVlien  the  morning 
dawned  and  the  day  bep^an  to  appear,  the  trum])et8  of  the 
enemy  were  hearil  to  mingle  witii  the  sound  uf  tiic  Mos- 
lemah  Atamborcs,  the  earth  trembling  beneath  that  alarm, 
as  the  piereing  voice  of  the  lelilies  and  clarions  rose  in 
fearful  tumult  with  the  peal  of  the  Atakebiras,  the  wild 
cries  of  the  warriors,  and  the  resounding  clangour  of  tlio 
]\Ioslemah  Atambores. 

Between  the  two  camps  ran  the  Guadacclito,  and  the 
light  cavalry  of  the  Christians,  advancing  to  the  ford,  were 
met  by  the  brave  Zenetes  and  Gomaras,  with  the  cavalry  of 
Granada,  who  charged  them  at  the  speed  of  their  horses. 
The  battle  now  became  genei'al,  both  armies  fighting  with 
equal  steadiness  and  valour ;  but  in  the  most  important 
part  of  that  sanguinary  conflict,  certain  of  the  Ahirabian 
Cabilas,  shaken  by  the  impetuous  attack  of  the  Christian 
cavalry,  armed  in  proof,  and  covered  with  iron,  horse  and 
man,  began  to  give  way  in  such  sort  that  they  were  broken 
and  cutoff  by  the  enemy.  Becoming  aware  of  that  circum- 
stance, the  besieged  poured  forth  from  Medina  Tarifa  and 
fell  upon  the  camp  of  Abul  Hassan,  King  of  Fez,  making 
themselves  masters  of  his  Ilareem  and  all  his  treasures. 

At  that  moment  the  African  troops  abandoned  the  field, 
and  the  battle  was  then  maintained  by  the  Andalusians 
alone,  led  by  their  king,  Juzef  Ben  Ismail  ;  but  when  the 
latter  perceived  that  the  flower  of  the  Christian  army  was 
bearing  down  upon  his  people,  and  saw  that  the  Africans 
were  flying  in  all  directions,  he  commanded  his  banners  to 
retire  in  good  order,  and  still  fighting,  before  they  were 
surrounded  by  the  whole  force  of  the  Christians :  the 
king  directed  them  to  take  their  way  towards  Algezira 
Alhadra,  and  this  was  effected  accordingly,  yet  not  without 
th(>  trace  of  many  a  bleeding  corpse,  which  marked  the  line 
of  the  retreating  Moslemah,  until  they  reached  the  city  of 
their  refuge. 

The  King  of  Fez  had  meanwhile  sought  shelter  in  Gebal- 
t  ric,  whare  he  embarked,  even  on  the  unhappy  day  of  the 
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battle,  and  set  sail  for  Ceuta.  This  deplorable  engage- 
ment of  the  Guadacelito  was  fought  on  Monday  the  7th 
dav  of  the  moon  Giumada  Primera,  in  the  yeai"  741.  The 
field  remained  hidden  beneath  the  arms  and  corpses  of  the 
slain ;  it  was  indeed  a  dismal  slaughter,  and  that  day  "was 
long  commemorated  by  the  enemy,  in  whose  mouths  the 
triumph  then  obtained  became  proverbial. 

Kow  the  light  cavalry  of  Juzef  Ben  Ismail  sent,  him 
notice  to  the  effect  that  all  the  passes  of  his  homeward 
];ath  were  cut  ofi  by  a  couiltless  multitude  of  his  enemies. 
Tlie  king  thereibre  embarked  at  Algezira  Alhadra,  returning 
to  Granada  in  one  of  his  galleys,  and  disembarking  at 
Almmiecaub.  There  was  great  mourning  in  the  capital, 
seeing  that  vast  numbers  of  the  noble  Granadines  had 
died  m  the  battle  of  Guadacelito  ;  and  among  them  was  th(^ 
principal  Cadi  of  Andalusia,  Abu  Abdallah  Mohamad 
Alascari. 

After  this  victory,  the  King  of  Castillo  advanced  upon 
Medina  Calayaseb,  attacking  that  city  with  his  machines  of 
war,  and  reducing  the  defenders  thereof  to  great  extremity. 
Intimidated  by  the  event  of  Guadacelito,  the  people  of-, 
Calayaseb  made  terms  with  King  Alphonso,  to  whom  they 
siurendered  the  place,  after  receiving  assurance  of  safety 
for  their  lives ;  when  all  went  forth  and  abandoned  their 
city  to  the  conquerors.  Priega  and  Ben  Anexir  were  in  like 
manner  surrendered  by  capitulation  to  the  Christian  con- 
querors ;  seeing  that  all  tlien  gave  way  to  the  fortune 
of  those  Infidels,  which  removed  every  obstacle  from  the 
path  of  their  triumph. 

Nor  were  the  Moslemah  arms  less  unfortunate  in  the 
following  year.  An  obstinate  engagement  was  fought  with 
the  Christians  at  the  mouths  of  the  Guada  Menzil  by  the 
united  fleets  of  Granada  and  Africa,  when  many  of  the 
latter  were  bui-nt  by  the  enemy  of  Allah ;  and  the  Ameers 
by  whom  they  were  commanded,  died  fighting,  as  brave  men 
should  do. 


YOL.  III. 
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CIIAr.  XXII. — The  chhtstians  take  alokziua  alhadiu.   a  tufcb 

18  JIADE   WITH    THE    ENEMY.      POLICY    OF   KINO  JUZEF.      KELIOIOUS 
0BDINANCE3. 

At  this  tiiiio  fortuno  had  doc-larcd  horself  against  tlio 
Moslemah,  ^vllilc  tlu'  King  Alphouso  of  Castillo,  inflated  by 
success,  Avas  inarching  from  victory  to  victory.  Ho  now 
resolved  to  make  himself  master  of  jMgezira  Alhadra,  which 
was  tlie  gate  of  Spain  on  that  border, — a  strong  and 
beautiful  city,  moreover,  surrounded  on  three  sides  by 
fertile  fields.  AJphonso  therefore  despatched  a  portion  of 
his  army  against  the  place,  while  ho  sent  other  bands  to 
devastate  the  territories  of  the  King  of  Granada  in  various 
parts :  and  these  ravagers  inflicted  much  evil  on  the  land, 
whose  cultivated  fields  they  laid  desolate,  and  the  pleasaut 
gardens  of  whose  people  they  utterly  destroyed. 

It  was  in  the  midst  of  winter  when  the  Christians 
appeared  before  Algezira  Alhadra;  they  fixed  their  camp 
on  the  Vega,  surrounding  their  tents  with  deep  ditches  and 
strong  defences  of  various  kinds  :  the  besieged,  on  their  part, 
went  bravely  forth  to  destroy  their  works,  and  impeded  their 
progress  by  many  a  sally  and  surprise,  in  which  there  daily 
fell  no  small  number  of  the  cross-bearers,  as  well  as  many 
good  cavaliers  among  the  Moslemah.  Nay,  more  than  once 
there  were  pitched  battles  in  the  open  field,  when  the  whole 
force  of  the  besiegers  was  engaged:  but  these  combats 
terminated,  for  the  most  part,  with  various  fortunes,  victory 
declaring  now  for  one  side  and  now  for  the  other. 

Determined  to  bring  all  their  strength  to  bear  on  the 
city,  the  Christians  reared  great  towers  of  wood,  and  used 
machines  of  every  kind  for  the  assault  of  the  place :  these 
the  Moslemah  did  their  utmost  to  destroy,  by  casting  large 
masses  of  stone  upon  them  from  their  walls,  or  by  launch- 
ing red-hot  balls  of  iron  from  their  engines,  with  thundering 
No'fta,  which  overturned  the  machines  of  the  Infidel,  and 
caused  heavy  losses  among  the  besieging  troops. 

King  Juzef  Ben  Ismail  now  marched  out  of  Granada 
with  his  cavalry,  and  hastening  to  the  succour  of  Algezira 
Alhadra,  he  fixed  his  camp  on  the  shores  of  the  Guadijaro. 
It  was,  indeed,  the  desire  of  the  king  to  attack  the  enemy, 
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without  loss  of  time  ;  but  his  generals  dared  not  come  to 
battle  with  the  Christians,  nor  would  they  venture  to  attack 
them  in  their  well-entrenched  camp,  advising  the  King 
to  wait  until  they  had  sallied  forth  to  skirmish  with  the 
Moslemah  troops  ;  seeing  that  the  infantry  had  been  greatly 
intimidated  by  the  nnforninate  battle  of  Tarifa. 

Yet  the  sovereign  of  Granada,  dreading  lest  Algezira 
shoidd  be  so  far  exhausted  as  to  be  compelled  to  surrender 
before  succours  had  arrived,  and  so  that  pearl  of  the 
Moslemah  crown  would  be  lost,  encouraged  his  people  to 
the  combat;  and  one  morning  at  the  hoiu'  of  dawn  he 
appeared  on  the  river  Palmones,  which  was  between  the 
two  camps.  On  this  occasion  King  Juzef  believed  that 
his  best  hope  was  in  surprise ;  thus  he  commanded  thai; 
the  attack  should  be  commenced  before  day  had  well 
broken,  and  when  the  Christians  were  least  likely  to  expect 
it :  then  the  onslaught,  being  a  very  impetuoiis  and  resolute 
one,  did  in  effect  produce  great  confusion  in  the  Christian 
camp;  but  the  deep  ditches  by  which  it  was  defended, 
with  the  stockades  which  further  added  to  its  strength, 
proved  an  almost  insurmoimtable  obstacle  to  the  Moslemah 
cavaliers,  who  were  far  from  being  able  to  produce  the 
effect  which  they  had  hoped  for  from  their  attack.  It  is 
true  that  they  broke  and  routed  all  who  presented  them- 
selves before  them,  but  many  of  their  own  cavaliers  found 
their  death  in  that  impenetrable  wood  of  lances  whereby 
they  were  finally  opposed ;  nay  the  multitude  of  Christians 
who  hiirried  at  length  to  the  defence  of  the  camp  was  such, 
that  the  generals  considered  it  prudent  to  retire,  nor 
further  engage  themselves  within  those  strongly  fortified 
trenches. 

The  inhabitants  of  Algezira  Alhadra,  who  suifered  greatly 
from  want  of  provisions,  and  who  saw  that  King  Juzef 
couid  not  compel  the  Christians  to  raise  the  siege,  sent 
messengers  by  the  few  small  boats  which  still  found  means 
to  approach  the  city  during  the  duskiness  of  the  night, 
informing  their  sovereign  that  it  was  not  possible  for 
them  to  maintain  themselves  any  longer;  they  therefore 
entreated  him  to  enter  into  negociations  with  the  enemy. 
Juzef  Ben  Ismail  then  despatched  envoys  to  Abul  Hassan, 
Eong  of  Fez ;  but  that  sovereign  excused  himself,  asserting 
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4 ho  uvf^oiioy  of  his  domostic  ombarrassnients,  and  advisuig 
the  King  of  Granada  to  make  peace  with  Alphouso  of 
Castillo. 

This,  thou,  King  iliizct"  alteniptcd  to  accomplish,  since 
bolter  might  not  be  ;  but  the  Christian  monarch  would 
-iston  to  no  proposal  short  oi"  theabsoluto  and  unconditional 
surrender  of  the  city.  The  King  of  Granada  would  then 
very  fain  have  tried  the  fortune  of  arms  once  more,  and 
was  eager  to  attack  the  enemies  of  Allah ;  but  his  generals 
assm'od  him  that  it  was  not  possible  to  force  their  camp. 
They  declared  that  to  attack  the  Christian  army  at  tliat 
moment  was  to  endanger  the  whole  kingdom  for  the  sake  of  a 
single  city. 

Overruled  by  these  representations,  Juzef  Ben  Ismail  was 
then  persuaded  to  open  a  negociation  with  Alphouso,  and 
he  ultimately  agreed  to  surrender  Algezira  Alhadra  to  the 
King  of  Castille,  but  on  condition  that  the  Moslemah,  after 
having  retired  from  the  new  city  to  the  old  one,  with  all  they 
possessed,  which  they  were  to  do  without  delay,  should  then 
be  allowed  a  sufficient  time  during  which  they  might  depart 
thence  to  any  other  place  that  they  might  select,  bearing 
with  them  their  whole  property,  and  being  secured  in  person 
as  well  as  goods  by  the  protection  and  faith  of  Alfonso, 
King  of  Castille.  A  truce  of  ten  j^ears  was  at  tlie  same 
time  agreed  on,  that  both  parties  might  liave  time  to 
recover  from  the  eifects  of  so  prolonged  and  arduous  a  war. 

The  enemy  then  took  possession  of  Algezira  Alhadra, — 
an  event  which  occurred  after  a  siege  of  about  twenty 
months,  in  the  moon  of  Muharram,*  and  the  year  744.t 
King  Alphonso  of  Castille  treated  the  generals  of  Juzef 
Ben  Ismail,  who  had  been  entrusted  with  the  arrangement 
of  the  terms  of  surrender,  with  infinite  honour,  and  he 
also  evinced  great  consideration  for  the  inliabitants  of  the 
city,  insomuch  that  all  were  well  contented  with  his 
generosity. 

During  the  long  period  of  that  truce  with  the  King  of 
Casiille,  Juzef  Ben  Ismail  employed  himself  with  much 
zeal  for  the  benefit  of  his  people.     He  established  schools 

*  Other  authorities  say  the  moon  Safer. — Condi, 
t  A.D.  1243. 
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in  all  parts  of  his  dominions,  and  compelled  tlie  adoption  in 
each  of  a  simple  and  uniform  method  of  instruction,  easily 
comprehended  by  all  who  were  to  benefit  therefrom.  The 
king  furthermore  commanded  that  in  every  town  wherein 
there  was  a  chief  Aljama,  discourses  should  be  made,  and 
readings  held  every  Giuma*  of  the  year,  while  the  chotba 
was  to  be  offered  in  all  the  mosques,  so  soon  as  twelve 
members  of  the  congregation  should  have  assembled  therein, 
the  Alfakies  and  Alimas  being  held  bound  to  present 
themselves  when  the  given  number  liad  appeared.  He 
gave  orders  to  the  effect  that  there  should  be  no  mosque 
wherein  prayer  should  not  be  made  in  winter  as  well  as  in 
summer,  and  prescribed  the  five  prayers  to  be  offered  at  their 
respective  hours, — the  Asohbi  and  Adohar,  namely,  with  the 
Azalar,  the  Almagreb,  and  the  Alatema.f  The  king  further- 
more required  that  the  pious  practice  of  praising  God  during 
the  chotba  should  be  restored ;  he  would  have  the  Azalar 
made  over  the  blessed  Mohamad,  and  enjoined  the  AlmoeriJ 
to  repeat  those  Aleas§  of  the  Koran  by  which  the  people  are 
admonished  and  instructed  to  their  benefit,  with  the  addi- 
tion of  such  explanations  and  examples  as  all  aiay  under- 
stand, and  with  entreaties  for  pardon  and  mercy  in  behalf 
of  all  the  creatures  of  Allah. 

In  the  second  prayer,  and  after  the  praises  of  God,  due 
and  honourable  mention  was  to  be  made  of  those  of  the 
Sihaba  family  who  had  been  tlie  first  generals  of  the 
Moslemah:  prayer  was  likewise  to  be  oftered  for  the 
exaltation  of  the  Law,  when  pardon  was  to  be  implored 
for  all  men,  with  prosperity  and  every  blessing  for  the 
king,  with  his  whole  family,  and  tlie  state.  All  buying 
and  selling  was  prohibited,  with  every  other  profane  occu- 
pation, during  the  hour  of  the  Azala  on  each  Giuma  in  the 
year.  The  Aichotba  was  not  to  be  made  in  two  mosques 
at  the  same  time,  if  the  Muezzin||  of  one  could  be  heard  from 
the  other,  as  the  edict  then  put  forth  declared ;  but  "  shall 
be  made  in  one  of  these  only,  which  shall  be  the  nobler  or 

*  Friday. 

t  Daybreak,  midday,  afternoon,  sunset,  and  nightfall. 

X  Almocri  :  reader. 

§  Verses  of  the  Koran. 

II  The  ofEcer  who  summons  to  prayer. — Ti; 
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more  ancient  of  tho  two."  Every  man  was  held  bound  to 
bo  jirost^it  at  tho  .Alrhotba  (►!"  (iiuuri,  and  wrh  to  pioceed 
to  a  mosque  putiieiently  new  to  his  dMrelling,  to  thai,  leaving 
his  house  wHli  snii-lifxht,  ho  Hliouhl  rej^fdu  it  also  by 
sun-lii};ht,  in  sueli  sort  as  to  incur  no  danii^er  by  the  way; 
and  all  were  torbidden  to  make  their  abode  in  any  desert  or 
solitary  plae<»  so  lar  from  a  mosque,  that,  by  departiii|i;  i'rom 
his  home  in  the  early  morning,  he  could  yet  not  rcaeli  tho 
mosque  in  time  for  the  Azala  of  the  Adohar,  and  return  to 
the  place  whence  he  had  proceeded  before  the  setting  of 
the  sun.  To  this  end  it  was  decreed  by  King  Juzef  that 
none  should  fix  his  abode  at  a  greater  distance  irom  the 
next  town  or  village  wherein  there  was  a  mosque  than  two 
leagues  ;  while  in  every  village  containing  more  than  twelve 
houses  he  commanded  that  a  mosque  should  be  constructed. 

The  place  of  the  youth  in  each  mosque  was  fixed,  as 
in  old  times,  behind  that  of  the  elder  men ;  that  of  the 
women  behind  the  place  assigned  to  the  boys,  and  separated 
entirely  from  the  seats  of  the  men.  At  the  close  of  the 
services,  the  men  and  boys  were  to  remain  until  they  knew 
that  all  the  women  had  gone  forth ;  while  the  young  maidens 
were  not  permitted  to  appear  in  the  mosques,  unless  there 
was  a  place  set  apart  to  receive  them,  and  therein  all  were 
to  be  carefully  veiled ;  moreover,  they  were  exhorted  to  com- 
port themselves  with  suitable  gra^^ity  and  perfect  quietude. 

The  king  furthermore  commanded  that  every  Moslemali 
shoidd  clothe  himself  in  the  best  of  his  raiment  on  the 
Giuma,  showing  forth  in  his  exterior  the  purity  which  he 
ought  to  preserve  in  his  heart.  The  believers  -jvere  enjoined 
to  employ  the  leisure  of  that  day  in  visiting  and  relieving 
the  poor,  in  profitable  intercourse  with  the  wise,  or  in  con- 
versinjr  amonir  themselves  of  such  matters  as  tended  to  the 
promotion  of  peace  and  virtue. 

Juzef  Ben  Ismail  caused  the  pious  custom  of  the 
Sonna*  for  the  celebration  of  the  two  Easters  to  be  likewise 
restored  ;  that  of  the  Alfitra,  or  the  close  of  the  Eamazan, 
namely,  and  that  of  the  Victims,  or  Festival  of  the  Lambs ; 
since  it  was  said  that  diiring  both  these  solemnities  profane 

*  The  Tradition,  as  distinguished  from  the  written  Law  or  Koran. 
—TV. 
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and  worldly  follies  had  been  permitted  to  creep  in, — the 
people  goiug  about  the  streets  like  madmen,  casting  oranges 
and  other  fruits  at  each  other,  and  every  one  besprinkling 
his  neighbour  with  odorous  waters.  Troops  of  young  men 
with  dimcing  girls  were  in  like  manner  wont  to  pass  through 
the  streets,  with  noisy  and  frivolous  games,  unbecoming 
dances,  and  songs  that  resounded  through  all  the  city. 
These  disorders  were  now  prohibited,  and  all  were  enjoined 
to  replace  them  by  more  becoming  proofs  of  gladness ; 
each  man  exhibiting  a  decent  cheerfulness,  and  clothing 
himself  in  precious  vestments  according  to  his  means,  with 
flowers  and  aromatic  perfumes,  which  were  not  forbidden  to 
be  used,  in  honour  of  the  Paschal  days.  The  Moslemah 
were  furthermore  eshorted  to  occupy  themselves  at  these 
times  by  proceeding  to  the  mosques,  by  visiting  the  poor, 
attending  the  sick,  and  listening  to  the  wise ;  also  in  the 
distribution  of  alms,  as  each  one  shoidd  have  ability,  xlnd 
for  the  greater  advantage  as  regarded  the  last-named  precept, 
the  king  commanded  the  asadaka,  or  alms,  of  each  town  or 
village  to  be  gathered  into  one  mass,  whether  these  were 
offered  in  money,  bread,  corn,  or  fruits  of  whatever  kind  ; 
when  the  aggregate  thus  obtained,  being  confided  to  the 
care  of  two  or  more  persons  worthy  of  confidence,  should 
be  distributed  by  them  to  the  persons  most  in  need  thereof. 
If  the  alms  were  found  to  be  very  abundant,  the  corn  and 
other  gifts  should  be  deposited  for  the  benefit  of  poor 
widows  and  orphans,  for  the  ransom  of  prisoners,  the  repair 
of  mosques,  the  restoration  of  fountains,  the  due  care  of 
roads  and  bridges,  or  whatever  other  difficult  and  costly 
work  might  be  in  most  urgent  need  of  performance. 

The  king  forbade  the  circulation  through  the  streets  and 
markets  of  those  who  put  up  prayers  for  rain,  since  the 
public  squares  and  places  are  not  befitting  sites  for  entreat- 
ing the  mercy  of  Allah,  or  offering  adoration  to  His  name. 
He  commanded  that  when  excess  of  drought  or  want  of 
rain  should  appear  to  necessitate  prayer,  those  who  made 
that  offering  should  go  forth  to  the  fields  with  much  devo- 
tion and  humility,  entreating  pardon  many  times  for  their 
sins,  and  uttering  the  following  words  with  sincerity  and 
cordial  devotion : — 
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•'  O  Lord  Allah  !  Thou  the  ever  merciful,  who  hast  created 
ua  out  of  nothiiic;,  and  Icnowost  our  faults — 

"  By  thy  ckMiiiMicy,  O  Lord,  Thou  who  dost  not  dosiro  to 
destroy  ua,  regard  not  our  short-comings,  C)  Lord,  but 
rather  consider  thy  mercy  and loug-suU'ering,  Thou  who  hast 
no  need  of  ns  or  our  services. 

"  0  Lord,  have  pity  upon  thy  innocent  creatures,  the 
nnconscious  animals  and  birds  of  the  air,  who  find  not 
wherewith  to  sustain  their  lives  !  Look  upon  the  earth 
which  thou  hast  created,  and  upon  the  plants  thcreot^ 
which  perish  and  are  wasted  for  lack  of  the  waters  that 
should  be  their  nourishment. 

"  O  Lord  Allah,  open  to  us  thy  heavens,  tuni  upon  us 
the  blessing  of  thy  waters,  let  us  again  be  refreshed  with 
thy  life-giving  airs,  and  send  upon  us  that  mercy  which 
shall  revive  and  refresh  the  dying  earth,  giving  succour  and 
support  to  thy  creatures,  that  the  Infidel  may  no  longer  say 
Thou  hast  ceased  to  hear  the  prayer  of  thy  True  Believers. 
O  Lord,  we  implore  thee,  by  thy  mercy  and  thy  great 
pitifulness,  for  Thou  art  clement  in  all  things,  above  all 
measure. 

"  Oh  Lord  Allah,  in  Thee  it  is  that  we  believe.  Thee  we 
'dore  ;  from  thee  we  hope  for  pardon  for  our  errors,  and  at 
thy  hands  we  seek  for  succour  in  our  need." 

The  custom  of  divers  families  assembling  to  hold  nocturnal 
vigils  in  the  mosques  was  also  prohibited  by  King  Juzef 
Ben  Ismail :  he  forbade  women  to  perform  Noveuas*  with- 
out their  husbands,  or  unless  accompanied  by  other  women, 
or  by  men  within  such  degrees  of  relationship  as  did  not 
permit  of  their  marrying  the  same, — as,  for  example,  their 
father,  brother,  or  nephew;  but  no  other  must  be  permitted 
to  act  as  their  companions  on  such  occasions.  This  rule 
extended  to  the  oldest  women.  Young  girls  were  not 
suffered  to  perform  Novenas,  nor  were  they  allowed  to  accom- 
pany the  dead  to  their  burial. 

The  shrouds  and  other  clothing  for  the  grave  were  not  to 

*  A  series  of  prayers  extending  over  nine  days,  and  known  under 
the  same  name  in  the  CathoHc  Church  even  in  these  our  days,  as  most 
of  our  readers  are  well  aware. —  2V. 
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be  of  silk,  cloth  of  gold,  or  tissues  of  silver  ;  tbe  remains  of 
the  dead  were  to  be  of  white  linen  bandages,  placed 
over  the  camiscia,  or  inner  garment,  after  the  body  had 
been  carefully  washed  and  perfumed  with  aromatic  odours. 
Tor  the  performance  of  this  office,  the  presence  of  every 
woman  who  was  not  the  wife,  mother,  or  aunt  of  the 
deceased  was  strictly  forbidden.  No  cries  nor  exclamations 
were  to  be  uttered  in  the  course  of  these  ceremonies, 
neither  were  the  hired  mourners,  who  are  paid  to  shed 
tears  and  exhibit  sorrow  which  they  do  not  feel,  to  be  any 
longer  tolerated.  The  king  also  prohibited  the  making  of 
eulogies  on  tlie  dead,  for  whomsoever  it  might  be ;  but  com- 
manded that  the  Alfaki,  or  person  of  highest  account  in  the 
funeral  procession,  should  lift  his  hands  to  Heaven,  and 
turning  his  face  to  the  Alquibla,*  in  the  direction  of  the 
Alchaneza,  should  say,  "Allah  hu  Akbar !  Praise  be  to 
God,  who  resigns  to  death  and  who  awakens  to  resurrection  ! 
Erom  God  is  the  greatness  and  the  might :  he  is  powerful 
above  all  things.  0  Lord  Allah,  bless  Mohamad  and  the 
people  of  Mohamad.  Have  mercy,  O  Lord  Allah,  on 
Mohamad  and  the  people  of  Mohamad.  0  Lord,  this  is  thy 
servant :  Thou  hast  created  and  supported  him  ;  Thou  wilt 
awaken  him  from  the  dead.  To  Thee  his  most  secret  actions 
and  thoughts  are  known,  as  are  those  that  he  has  performed 
most  publicly.  We  are  come  to  thy  footstool,  proposing  to 
pray  to  thee  for  this  our  brother.  O  Lord  Allah,  to  thee 
we  have  recourse,  for  thou  art  full  of  mercy.  O  Lord, 
defend  him  from  the  trial  of  the  tomb  ;t  protect  him  from 
the  pains  of  Gihanum.  O  Lord,  forgive  him  and  honour 
his  dwelling,  enlarge  the  abode  of  his  corpse,  cleanse  him 
from  his  spots  and  sins,  bestow  on  him  an  abode  that  shall 
be  better  than  this  abode  of  his  grave,  admit  him  to  a  better 
company  than  that  he  hath  here.  O  Lord  Allah,  if  he  hath 
been  just,  exalt  him  to  the  place  of  his  repose ;  or  if  he 
hath  failed  in  thy  service,  forgive  him  his  errors  and  his 
faults,  for  thou  art  merciful  beyond  all  expression,  and  of 

*  Alqiiibla  :  tlic  South. 

t  The  examination  to  wnich,  according  to  the  Moslemah  creed,  the 
dead  are  subjected  in  their  graves  by  the  angels  appointed  for  that 
purpose. — Ti: 
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mtluitc  power.  O  Lord  Allah,  give  strength  to  hia  tongue, 
aiui  fourage  for  T('|ily  in  thi'  hour  when  he  must  unswer  all 
the  questions  that  ishall  bo  addresaed  to  hiaeorpae.  Do  not 
be  extreme  to  mark  what  ho  hath  done  amiiss,  0  Lord,  and 
reprove  him  not  ibr  the  sin  which  ho  hath  not  had  strength 
to  avoid.  Pardon  him,  0  Lord;  pardon  him,  and  reiusc 
him  not  thy  mercy,  neither  do  thou  deprive  him  of  all  part 
in  Ihy  rewards." 

Immediately  after  these  words,  and  when  the  exclamation 
"Allah  hu  Akbar  !"  hath  been  thrice  repeated,  that  which 
follows  shall  also  be  said  : — 

"  O  Lord  Allah,  forgive  us  the  living,  as  well  as  this  the 
dead ;  extend  thy  mercy  to  the  absent  as  to  the  present, 
to  the  great  as  to  the  small,  men  and  women  alike  ;  for  thou 
knowest  our  destinies,  and  in  thy  mercy  we  hope  for  the 
remission  of  our  sins.  O  Lord  AUah,  forgive  us  all !  For 
him  who  hath,  done  well,  increase  his  merits  ;  for  him  who 
liath  done  evil,  do  thou  gi'ant  pardon  and  remission. 
O  Lord  Allah,  defend  and  give  us  force  in  the  trial  of  the 
grave,  deliver  us  from  the  pains  of  Gihanam,  and  permit  us 
to  see  the  end  of  our  days  in  peace." 

AVhen  the  dead  hath  been  deposited  in  the  tomb,  the 
following  words  shall  be  added: — "Our  brother  returucth 
to  thee,  O  Lord.  Our  brother  hath  left  the  world,  and 
retui'neth  to  thee.  [Receive  him,  O  Lord,  to  thy  mercy,  and 
let  thy  compassion  be  hia  shield!" 

The  king  also  prohibited  the  writing  of  the  questions  and 
answers  of  trial  for  the  dead,  nor  would  he  suffer  any  such 
things  to  be  thenceforward  buried  in  the  grave  with  the 
corpse  as  had  previously  been  done ;  he  likewise  forbade  ths 
placing  of  the  aloe,  alisma,  or  other  plants  and  herbs,  on 
the  head  or  the  breast  of  the  body. 

As  regarded  the  solemnity  of  the  "  good  Fates,"  wherein 
the  new-born  child  was  wont  to  receive  its  name,  and  for  which 
itwas  the  custom  that  kinsmen  should  meet,thekingpermitted 
the  cheerful  and  decorous  dance, — as  he  did  for  weddings 
and  other  occasions  of  family  assemblage :  the  AV^alima  or 
feast  might  be  costly,  moreover,  and  the  guests  numerous, 
but  all  things  were  to  be  done  with  measure  and  discretion. 
No  abuse  of  any  kind,  no  intemperance,  and  no  disorder 
was  to  be   permitted ;  and  whereas  there  had  been  many 
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evil  practices  tolerated  on  sucli  occasions,  all  these,  with 
every  sort  of  pernicious  vanities,  were  thenceforward  to  be 
prohibited,  as  vicious  customs,  and  tending  to  evil.  At  a 
word,  the  License  which  bad  gradually  crept  into  these 
festivities  was  to  be  thenceforth  abolished. 

The  police  of  the  city  was  much  improved  by  King  Juzef 
Ben  Ismail,  who  appointed  a  Yizier  to  each  quarter  of  the 
capital,  with  one  for  the  markets,  whose  duty  it  was  to 
superintend  the  course  of  traffic  in  those  places,  and  keep 
good  order  among  the  merchants.  He  commaj^cled  that 
each  quarter  should  be  closed  during  the  night,  that  every 
one  might  remain  separate  from  the  others ;  a  nocturnal 
police  being  established  to  keep  watch  in  all.  Fixed  hours 
were  appointed  for  closing  and  opening  the  gates  of  each 
quarter,  as  well  as  for  the  closing  and  opening  of  the  gates 
which  gave  entrance  into  the  city  from  the  neighbouring 
Comarcas. 

Directions  for  the  maintenance  of  the  frontiers,  and  for 
the  better  arrangement  of  various  matters  respecting  warfare, 
were  written  by  this  monarch,  with  others  as  to  the 
manner  in  which  irruptions  and  incursions  on  the  territory 
of  the  foe  should  be  conducted.  The  penalty  of  death  was 
decreed  against  every  cavalier  who  should  fly  before  the 
enemy,  when  the  number  of  the  Latter  did  not  more  than 
double  that  of  the  Moslemah,  unless  he  did  so  by  order  of  tlie 
commanders,  to  wliom  alone  the  secrets  of  the  war  and  the 
stratagems  to  be  employed  are  known,  and  who  are 
acquainted  with  tlie  time  when  it  is  advisable  to  retire  from 
the  struggle,  as  v,  ell  as  that  for  commencing  the  attack.  The 
king  forbade  all  foraguig  parties,  skirmishers,  or  other  out- 
lying portions  of  his  armies,  foot  or  horse,  to  take  the 
lives  of  children,  women,  or  helpless  old  men.  JN^either 
was  any  man  permitted  to  injure  the  sick,  or  to  attack 
monks  of  solitary  life,  save  only  in  cases  where  these  last 
might  be  found  armed,  and  assisting  tlie  enemy  with  the 
weapon  in  their  hands. 

Juzef  Ben  Ismail  commanded  further  that  the  booty 
taken  in  war  thould  be  divided  with  impartial  justice, 
having  due  respect  to  the  rights  of  each  grade.  The  king 
was  entitled  to  his  fifth  of  all  that  was  taken  :  of  things 
eatable   each    person  might    appropriate   so  much   aa   he 
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required,  but  all  beside  was  lo  be  divided  with  duo  care. 
To  the  horsemen  two  parts,  and  to  the  foot-soldiers  one ; 
for  those  wlio  excroised  any  labour,  or  performed  any  kind 
of  service  in  the  host,  the  king  would  himself  apportion 
rewards,  aecordiuf];  to  the  representation  of  the  generals 
and  his  own  diseretion.  To  every  inhabitant  of  a  conquered 
town  or  fortress  who  should  become  a  MosltMiian,  all  that 
had  belonged  to  him  should  be  restored;  and  if  the  distri- 
bution of  the  booty  had  been  already  made,  the  value  of  his 
property,  justly  estimated,  should  be  paid  to  him. 

In  setting  "forth  for  a  campaign,  no  son  who,  having 
parents,  had  been  unable  to  obtain  their  consent  for  his 
departvn-e,  should  be  permitted  to  join  the  army,  unless  in 
a  case  of  necessity,  which  demanded  the  services  of  all  for 
the  defence  of  the  country.  The  king  forbade  in  like 
manner  that  any  man  should  accomplish  the  pilgrimage  to 
the  Holy  House  of  ]Mecca  or  of  Alaksa*  without  the 
express  permission  of  both  father  and  mother ;  or  failing 
these,  of' grandfathers,  uncles,  or  guardians. 

In  respect  to  the  crime  of  adultery,  homicide,  and  others 
which  are  punished  by  death.  King  Juzef  commanded  that 
in  cases  where  the  accused  and  their  accomplices  afhrmed 
their  innocence,  the  penalty  was  not  to  be  inflicted  until 
they  had  madj3  confession,  unless  the  crime  could  be  proved 
by  the  testimony  of  four  witnesses,  who  could  depose  to 
having  seen  the'  commission  of  the  same,  and  at  the  same 
time.  The  adulterer,  when  convicted,  he  condemned  to  sufier 
death  by  stoning;  and  on  those  w^ho,  being  unmarried, 
had  violated  the  laws  of  chastity,  he  caused  to  be 
inflicted  one  hundred  stripes ;  men  to  receive  the  same  on 
the  naked  body,  and  to  be  furthermore  banished  _  for  the 
space  of  a  year ;  the  stripes  of  women  were  to  be  inflicted 
while  they  still  wore  their  under  clothing,  and  not  on  _  the 
naked  person.  In  these  cases  it  was  nevertheless  provided 
by  the  king  that  the  judge  might  exercise  a  discretionary- 
power,  after  hearing  the  circumstances,  and  might  compel 
the  criminals  to  marry,  when  they  had  suffered  a 
certain  period  of  imprisonment,  always  provided  in  the  latter 

*  Alatsa,  the  Temple  of  Jerusalem,  much  honoured  by  th-J 
Moslemah. — Corde. 
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case  that  the  parties  were  of  equal  condition  :  the  Azidaka* 
to  be  paid  to  the  wife  whose  husband  had  offended  her. 

Such  Moslemah  as  had  sufiered  death  at  the  hands  of 
justice  were  not  to  be  deprived  of  the  rites  of  burial :  they 
were  to  be  washed  and  purified,  on  the  contrary,  in  the 
manner  prescribed  for  others,  and  were  to  be  interred  in  the 
burial-grounds  used  for  the  ordinary  purposes  of  inhuma- 
tion, with  all  the  Azalas  niade  for  those  who  had  died  a 
natural  death. 

In  cases  of  theft,  moreover,  Juzef  Ben  Ismail  decreed  that 
the  judge  should  be  invested  with  a  discretionary  power. 
The  law  was,  that  whoever  had  committed  a  theft  in  a  house, 
garden,  or  other  place  within  the  actual  tenure  and  lord- 
ship of  another,  and  not  in  the  open  field,  or  a  solitary  and 
desert  place,  where  the  property  was  left  unguarded,  should 
lose  his  right  hand,  whether  man  or  woman,  free  or  vassal, 
always  providing  that,  if  a  male,  the  thief  should  have 
attained  the  age  of  fifteen  years,  and  if  a  female,  thirteen, 
while  the  value  of  the  thing  stolen  must  in  each  case  be 
four  times  the  value  of  a  gold  doubloon,  or  weigh  three 
adirhams  of  silver.  This  was  the  penalty  lor  the  first 
offence ;  at  the  second,  the  thief  was  condemned  to  lose  the 
right  foot ;  for  a  third  crime,  his  left  hand  was  to  be  hewed 
off  in  like  manner  ;  and  for  a  fourth,  the  left  foot :  but  if  he 
were  convicted  a  fifth  time  of  the  same  offence,  he  was  then 
to  be  subjected  to  torture,  and  ultimately  condemned  to 
perpetual  imprisonment.  The  king  now  commanded  that 
for  a  first  offence  the  thief  should  be  beaten  with  rods,  or 
incarcerated ;  and  for  the  second,  should  be  deprived  of  the 
left  hand  or  foot.  Many  other  decrees  were  put  forth  by 
this  monarch  for  the  better  government  of  his  people.^ 

The  works  which  had  been  undertaken  by  Juzef  Ben 
Ismail  in  Granada  before  the  commencement  of  the  war 
were  now  completed:  he  commanded  that  the  mosques 
should  be  richly  painted  and  adorned  Avith  other  beautiful 
decorations,  as  was  also  the  Alcazar;  and,  following  the 
example  of  their  sovereign,  the  nobles  of  Granada  likewise 
adorned  their  dwellings  with  suitable  magnificence.  Thus 
the  citv  became  gradually  embellished,  and  was  at  length 

*  Azidaka :  fine. 
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fiUod  with  lot'l  J  and  vrcU-built  liousoa,  not  a  few  erecting 
i\nc  ImvtM-tt  of  fedar-wood,  carvt^d  and  worked  in  tbo  most 
admirable  manner ;  otiiers  built  similar  fabriea  of  stone, 
with  i^liltenng  domes  of  metaL  "VV^itliin  tlieir  houses,  also, 
the  nobles  constructed  cool  and  spacious  hails,  the  wood- 
work delicately  carved,  the  walls  and  roofs  richly  adorned 
with  golil  ami  azure,  while  the  floors  were  appropriately 
decorated  with  small  pieces  of  beautiful  stones  in  the 
manner  of  ^Mosaic.  In  the  houses  of  the  great  nobles, 
elegant  fountains  of  crystal  water,  adding  much  to  the 
]ileasiires  of  the  halls,  were  added  to  the  embellishments 
before  described :  at  a  word,  such  was  the  taste  prevailing 
in  architecture  at  that  time,  and  in  all  the  days  of  Juzcf  Beu 
Ismail,  that  Granada  might  be  then  compared  to  a  vase  or 
basin  of  silver  filled  with  jacinths  and  emeralds. 

During  the  life  of  that  monarch  there  was  no  war 
between  the  kingdoms  of  Granada  and  Fez,  the  sovereigns 
of  those  countries  ever  maintaining  an  uninterrupted  friend- 
ship, seeing  that  Juzef  was  not  only  the  ally  of  Abul  Hassan 
during  the  Avhole  of  that  monarch's  reign,  but  he  maintained 
similar  relations  with  Faris,  tlie  son  of  Abul  Hassan,  who, 
having  dethroned  his  father,  when  the  latter  had  returned 
defeated  from  Algezira  and  Tarifa,  had  then  made  himself 
master  of  the  kingdom  of  Fez.  This  Faria  is  knowu  by 
the  appellation  of  Almotuakil. 


CHAP.  XXm. — Death  of  eixg  aiphoxso  of  castille.    mouekino 

03?  THE  MOSLEHAH.     A  MADMAN'  ASSASSINATES  THE  KI^'G  OP  GKANADA. 
JT7SEF  BEiT  ISMAIL  IS  SUCCEEDED  BY  HIS  SOIf  MUHAMAD. 

The  years  of  the  truce  between  the  Moslemah  and  Chris- 
tians were  now  come  to  an  end:  it  had  been  carefully 
observed  by  Juzef  Ben  Ismail,  King  of  Granada,  who  would 
very  gladly  have  prolonged  the  period  to  fifteen  years,  but 
the  King  of  Castille,  Alphonso  Ben  Ferdinand,  the  grandson 
of  Sancho,  still  inflated  by  the  victory  he  had  obtained  over 
the  IMoslemah  at  the  great  battle  of  Tarifa,  and  with  the 
conquest  of  Algezira  Alhadra,  would  not  consent  to  that 
extension ;  nay,  rather,  being  resolved  to  continue  his  pros- 
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perous  campaigns  against  the  children  of  the  Faith,  he  came 
with  a  great  power  to  lay  siege  to  Grebaltaric  so  soon  as  the 
truce  had  expired  ;  the  loss  of  that  stronghold,  which  he  had 
once  occupied,  weighing  heavily  on  his  heart,  and  he  enter- 
taining an  eager  desire  to  recover  the  same. 

Having  assembled  his  people,  therefore,  Alphonso  en- 
camped on  the  sea-shore  between  Gebaltaric  and  Algezira, 
and  commencing  the  siege  in  the  spring  of  the  year  750, 
he  brought  many  great  engines  and  machines  of  war  to  bear 
on  the  place ;  but  Gebaltaric  is  so  strong  by  the  nature  of 
its  site,  and  the  brave  garrison  defended  their  hold  so  well, 
that  he  could  do  nothing  effectual  against  it.  Alphonso 
therefore  ceased  his  assaults,  and  made  his  dispositions  for 
reducing  the  fortress  by  hunger ;  but  it  pleased  God  that 
this  valiant  king  and  unrelenting  enemy  of  Islam,  who  had 
hoped  to  make  himself  master  of  all  the  Moslemah  terri- 
tories in  Spain,  should  himself  depart  from  life,  and  he  died 
of  the  plague  on  a  certain  Giuma,  which  was  the  10th  day 
of  the  moon  Muharrara,  in  the  year  751.* 

King  Alphonso  was  of  the  middle  height,  but  of  well- 
proportioned  figure,  and  of  dignified  appearance  ;  his  com- 
plexion was  red  and  white,  his  eyes  had  a  tinge  of  green, 
with  a  grave  and  serious  expression ;  he  was  robust  of 
person,  strong,  and  of  a  healthy  constitution,  very  elegant 
and  graceful  in  manner,  highly  resolute  and  brave,  noble, 
sincere,  and,  for  the  misfortune  of  the  Moslemah,  very  pros- 
perous in  war.f 

The  King  of  Granada  was  at  this  time  leading  his  forces 
against  Eonda :  he  had  made  an  irruption  on  the  Comarcas 
of  Zahara,  Estepona,  and  Marbella  also,  and  had  a  well- 
appointed  army  opposed  to  that  Christian  host  which,  as  hath 
been  related,  was  then  besieging  Gebaltaric.  When  he  re- 
ceived intelligence  of  King  Alphonso' s  death,  he  was  of  a 
truth  rejoiced  in  his  heart,  because  of  the  relief  and  security 
which  he  hoped  to  see  result  therefrom  to  his  states  ;  but 
he  nevertheless  exhibited  certain  marks  of  regi'et,  and  de- 
clared that  one  of  the  most  excellent  princes  of  the  world 

*  AJD.  1350.— Coiide. 

t  In  this  year  died  Prince  Ferag,  the  brother  of  King  Muhamad, 
his  death  taking  place  in  Almeria,  where  he  had  passed  a  large  portion 
of  his  days  in  imprisonment,  as  before  related. — Conde, 
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had  been  lost  in  the  jiorson  of  Al|)hon80.  Kini^  .Tuzef, 
moreovor,  causod  it  to  bo  scvii  Ihal  In-  knew  how  to  lionour 
tlie  proat  and  ffor.d,  wlu'thor  (MUMiiics  or  iVionds,  and  not  a. 
tow  of  lhc>  JMosli'iiiidi  cavaliers  as.suincd  n^.ourning  habits foi* 
the  Kini,'  of  Caatillc.  Tho  Granadine  army,  which  had 
niarclicd  to  the  succour  of  (Icbultaric,  refrained  i'rom  all 
acts  of  hostility  at  the  nioinent  of  tho  king's  dealh,  nor 
did  they  throw  any  obstacle  in  the  way  of  the  Christians 
when  the  convoy  departed  thence,  to  convey  the  body  of 
Alphonso  iVoin  Gobaltaric  to  S(<ville. 

Some  few  years  later,  the  King  of  Granada  was  in  tho 
mosque  on  the  day  of  Id  Alfitra,  when  a  man  of  vile  con- 
dition, being  iu  a  state  of  madness,  suddenly  fell  upon  him 
with  a  dagger,  as  he  was  repeating  his  ])rayers  and  was  iu 
the  act  of  completing  the  last  Arraka.*  Wounded  mortally, 
the  king  yet  had  strength  to  cry  aloud,  and  the  prayers 
being  interrupted,  all  who  were  in  the  mosque  rushed 
eagerly  to  the  defence  of  their  sovereign  with  naked  swords 
when  once  the  cause  of  that  iuterruption  was  understood : 
but  it  was  too  late, — Juzef  Ben  Ismail  was  found  to  be  even 
then  expiring ;  we  raised  and  bore  him  in  our  arms  to  the 
Alcazar,  and  he  died  as  we  entered  the  gates. 

Tho  murderer  had  meanwhile  been  seized  by  the  infuriated 
people,  who  tore  the  unhappy  creature  to  pieces,  and  his 
remains  were  then  burnt  before  the  face  of  the  assembled 
multitude.  On  that  same  day,  and  a  few  hours  after  the 
deplorable  event  here  recorded,  Prince  Muhamad,  the 
eldest  sou  of  Juzef  Ben  Ismail,  was  proclaimed  king  in  his 
stead. 

The  body  of  their  excellent  monarch  was  buried  by  the 
Granadines  in  the  twilight  of  the  fatal  day  which  saw  the 
close  of  his  life ;  he  was  laid  in  the  magnificent  sepulchre 
of  the  Alcazar,  and  on  his  tomb  was  placed  an  epitaph,  in 
prose  and  verse,  composed  by  Sadir  Ben  Ama :  it  was  en- 
graved on  marble  in  letters*  of  azure  and  gold,  the  words 
being  as  follow  : — 

"  Here  lies  the  Martyr  King,  of  noble  lineage,  virtuous, 
learned,  and  humane:  his  prudence,  clemency,  and  other 
admirable  qualities,  are  known  to  the  whole  kingdom  of 

*■  -in-aka :  prostration. 
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GraDada  ;  and  tlie  felicity  secured  to  the  people  by  his  reign, 
will  make  an  epoch  in  the  history  of  the  state.  An  exalted 
sovereign,  an  illustrious  general,  he  was  the  avenging  sword 
of  the  Moslemah  people  ;  a  valiant  leader  among  the  most 
valiant  of  their  kings,  and  one  who,  by  the  grace  and  favour 
of  Allah,  surpassed  them  all  in  the  wisdom  of  his  govern- 
ment, whether  for  peace  or  war.  By  his  valour  and 
prudence  he  defended  the  kingdom,  and  with  the  help  of 
Allah  attained  to  the  object  of  his  desires.  The  prince  of 
the  Faithful,  Juzef  Abul  Haging,  son  of  the  great  king 
Abul  Walid,  and  grandson  of  the  excellent  monarch  Abu 
Said  Ferag  Ben  Ismail,  of  the  Nazari  family ; — one  of  these 
princes  was  a  lion  of  God,  'the  invincible  conqueror  of  His 
enemies,  and  a  subjugator  of  the  people  ;  he  maintained 
his  subjects  in  justice  and  equity  by  the  wisdom  of  his  laws, 
and  was  the  defender  of  religion  with  the  lance  and  sword, 
proving  himself  wortliy  to  be  had  in  eternal  remembrance 
among  men  for  his  great  deeds.  The  other — whom  may 
God  of  His  mercy  have  received  into  the  abodes  of  the 
blessed — was  the  column  and  ornament  of  his  family ;  he 
governed  his  kingdom  in  a  laudable  peace,  having  regard  to 
the  prosperity  of  his  people,  in  public  and  in  private.  In 
all  that  he  did,  the  Prince  Juzef  Abul  Hagiag  gave  evidence 
of  his  wisdom,  justice,  and  benevolence,  even  to  the  day 
when  Allah  the  All-powerful,  beholding  him  to  have  arrived 
at  the  summit  of  his  excellence,  recalled  him  from  the  world, 
first  bcstov,-ing  upon  him  the  crown  of  martyrdom  :  for  he, 
having  fulfilled  the  obligation  of  fasting,*  was  Inimbly  ofl'er- 
ing  his  Az;\la,  prostrate  in  the  mosque,  and  entreating 
pardon  of  God  for  his  infirmities  and  defects,  when  th<f 
sacrilegious  hand  of  a  miscreant — God  the  just  and  omnipo- 
tent permitting  that  act  for  the  punishment  of  the  impious 
evil-doer— deprived  him  of  life  when  he  had  most  nearly 
approached  to  the  grace  and  favour  of  Allah.  This  happened 
on  the  first  day  of  the  moon  Xawal,  in  the  year  755.  God 
grant  that  this  his  death,  and  the  occasion  thereof,  which 
hath  made  the  place  where  it  occurred  illustrious,  may  have 
been  followed  by  a  great  reward,  and  that  he  may  have  been. 

*  His  death  took  place  at  the  close  of  the  moon  Earaazan,  a  month 
which,  a.s  our  readers  will  remember,  is  held  as  a  rigid  fast;  and  Juzef 'a 
exact  fulfilment  of  its  requirements  is  here  alluded  to. — Tr. 

VOL.  III.  T 
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1-ecelveil  into  the  tlolicious  abodes  of  Paradise  aiiiong  his 
lorLuniitc  ancestors  and  jiredei^eBsors.  lie  was  bonMm  Uio 
2Sth  day  of  the  moon  Kebie  Postrera,  in  the  year  71S:  ho 
began  to  ri-ign  on  Wedjiesday,  the  Mth  of  the  moon  Dylhagia, 
in  "the  year  733.  Praised  be  God  the  supreme,  wlio  is  one 
and  eternal,  who  gives  death  to  His  ereaturcs,  and  rewards 
them  with  never-ending  i'elieity." 

i\luluimad  Ben  Juzef  Beu  Ismail  Ben  Ferag  succeeded 
his  father,  and  was  proehiimed  king  in  the  afternoon  of  the 
day  of  AKitra,  iu  tlie  year  755,  being  then  in  tlie  twentieth 
year  of  liis  age.  He  was  endowed  with  much  beauty  of 
'  iperson,  and  an  immutable  constauey  of  mind,  was  courteous 
and  friendly  to  all  who  approached  him,  liberal,  sincere,  and 
humane  ;— Muhamad  was  indeed  so  compassionate  of  heart, 
that  his  tears  were  often  seen  to  manifest  the  sympathy  he 
felt  for  those  afflictions  and  calamities  of  others  that  were 
brought  to  his  knowledge.  His  beneficence  and  generosity 
wore  such  that  he  gained  the  heart  of  every  man  who  had 
the  good  fortune  to  liold  intercourse  with  his  sovereign. 
All  flatterers,  and  such  ministers  of  luxury  and  folly  as  do 
but  contribute  to  the  gratification  of  vanity  and  the  sup])ort 
of  useless  ostentation,  the  King  Muhamad  Aben  Juzef  Ben 
Ismail  forbade  to  approach  his  Alcazar.  He  established  a, 
convenient  and  well-regulated  number  of  servants  in  his 
palace,  arranging  all  things  in  a  manner  suitable  to  the 
due  magnificence  of  a  great  king,  and  holding  the  medium 
carefully  between  a  vicious  extravagance  and  an  unbecoming 
meanness.  But  even  on  account  of  these  virtues  the  new- 
king  was  detested  by  the  ambitious  and  corrupt  among  his 
courtiers ;  the  truly  noble  were  nevertheless  his  friends,  and 
all  the  chief  men  of  his  kingdom  esteemed  their  sovereign  as 
•was  befitting,  while  the  people  regarded  him  with  love,  con- 
fidence, and  respect  that  knew  no  bounds.  The  principal 
delight  of  King  Muhamad  Ben  Juzef  was  in  books ;  his 
chief  recreations  were  the  exercises  of  chivalry,  tourna- 
ments, and  other  displays  of  dexterity  in  arms  on  horse- 
back. 

"With  the  King,  Don   Pedro*  of  Castilli?,  and  with   Abu 

*  Pedro   t!ie  Cruel,  or,   as    his  subjects   sometimes  call  him,  the 
Oust.— Ta 
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Salem,  King  of  Fez,  Mubamad  Ben  Ismail  concluded 
treaties  of  peace,  and  the  kingdom  enjoyed  a  beneficent 
calm.  He  had  no  sooner  ascended  the  throne  than  he  made 
over  to  liis  brother  Ismail,  to  the  rest  of  his  brothers,  and 
to  his  brother-iu-law,  the  Alcazar  which  is  near  to  the 
principal  joalace  of  his  father,  and  in  which  he  had  pre- 
viously made  his  own  abode, — a  magnificent  habitation,  well 
provided  with  every  convenience  required  for  the  comaio- 
dious  residence  of  so  illustrious  a  family. 

Now  the  Sultana,  the  mother  of  Prince  Ismail,  had  taken 
possession  of  immense  treasures  on  the  day  of  King  Juzef 's 
assassination,  and  these  she  soon  devoted  to  the  purposes  of 
an  evil  work,  proposing  to  open  a  way  by  their  means  to 
the  accession  of  her  own  son  Ismail,  whom  she  resolved  to 
seat  on  his  brother's  throne.  One  of'  her  daughters,  who 
had  been  married  by  Juzef  Ben  Ismail  to  a  prince  of  the 
blood  royal,  called  Abu  Abdallah,  was  admitted  to  her  con- 
fidence, and  that  princess  found  means  to  win  over  her 
husband,  by  whom  she  was  inexpressibly  beloved,  to  the 
wishes  of  the  Sultana.  His  influence,  and  the  treasures 
which  the  mother  of  Ismail  distributed  with  an  unsparing 
hand,  were  found  sufficient  to  secure  them  followers,  who 
soon  formed  a  powerful  party  in  favour  of  their  conspiracy. 


CHAP,  XXIV. — Or    the  conspieacy  agaes^st    muhamad.      the 

THRONE    IS   USUErED    BY   ISMAIL.        HIS    UNHAPPY    DEATH.      HE    IS 
SUCCEEDED  BY  ABU  SAID. 

On  the  6th  day  of  the  moon  Dylcada,  in  the  year  75G,  the 
"Wall  of  Gebaltaric,  Iza  Ben  Alhassan  Be]i  Abi  Mandil 
Alascari,  took  possession  of  that  fortress  in  his  own  name, 
and  assumed  the  title  of  king.  He  had  powxr  to  keep 
down  the  faithful  inhabitants  who  would  have  opposed 
themselves  to  his  rebellion,  but  his  avarice  and  cruelty  soon 
rendered  him  so  abhorrent  to  all  the  people,  that  an  insur- 
rection ensued,  wherein  every  one  declared  against  him,  and 
he  was  compelled  to  shut  himself  up  in  the  citadel  with  his 
son ;  that  event  taking  place  on  the  36th  day  of  the  same 
moon,  and  but  three  weeks  after  Iza  Ben  Alhassan's  usurpa- 


276  DOMINION  OF  TUE  AHABS  IN  SPAIN.      [a.D.  1358-GO. 

tion  of  the  sovereign  authority.  Being  tlien  besieged  by 
tlic  people,  lie  was,  in  a  sliort  time,  reduced  to  surrender, 
Avheu  his  vii'tors  sent  liini  bound  to  Cobln,  and  gave  him  ui-, 
together  with  his  son,  to  the  Xing  Abu  Aiian  :  that  monarch 
tlien  caused  them  both  to  be  put  to  death  with  the  moat 
cruel  and  iniparalleled  tortures,  as  the  reward  of  their  dis- 
loyalty and  rebellion. 

About  the  same  time,  Abu  A  nan  despatched  an  embassy 
and  letters  to  tlie  Christian  King  of  iSeville,*  and  having 
formed  a  treaty  of  alliance  with  that  monarch,  the  African 
.shortlyafterwards  sent  his  son,Abul  Hassan  Ibrahim,  to  take 
up  his'  residence  at  the  court  of  iSeville :  the  nephews  and 
other  kinsmen  of  the  King  Abu  Anan  accompanied  his  son, 
and  the  King  of  Castillo  conuuanded  that  one  of  his  galleys 
should  proceed  to  Gomara,  there  to  receive  the  prince  and 
his  company,  whom  Pedro  entertained  w^ith  all  the  honours 
due  to  their  rank. 

The  ambitious  plots  of  Ismail  and  his  mother  were  mean- 
while continued,  they  being  aided  by  Abu  Abdallah  Aben 
Said,  the  brother-in-law  of  Ismail,  as  before  related.  They 
now  believed  themselves  in  a  condition  which  permitted 
them  to  act  on  their  resolves,  and  hastening  to  deal  the 
meditated  blow,  they  selected  a  band  composed  of  a  hundred 
men,  taken  from  those  they  considered  the  bravest  of  their 
numbers,  with  directions  to  enter  the  palace  of  the  king  INlu- 
hamad,  by  scaling  the  highest  part  of  the  building  at  night : 
thus  evading  the  guards,  whose  fidelity  they  had  not  ven- 
tured to  attempt.  Favoured  by  the  darkness,  this  escalade 
was  accomplished,  and  the  men  enti'usted  with  the  execution 
thereof  remained  concealed  until  miduight ;  but  before  the 
cock  crew,  having  received  the  signal  agreed  on,  they  burst 
iuto  the  apartments  with  their  arms  and  burning  torches, 
uttering  loud  cries  and  cutting  down  all  that  fell  into  their 
hands.  This  happened  on  the  28th  day  of  the  moon 
Eamazan,  in  the  year  760.  Others  of  the  conspirators  at 
the  same  moment  forced  their  way  into  the  house  of  the 
Yizier,  whom  they  murdered,  with  his  son  and  many  other 
persons  of  bis  family  and  household,  plundering  their 
dwellings  as  they  might  have  done  those  of  enemies  in  time 

*  Pedro  of  Castille. 
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of  war.  Similar  excesses  were  committed  by  the  assassins 
who  bad  entered  the  king's  palace :  the  orders  which  they 
had  received  from  the  chiefs  of  the  conspiracy  had  been 
partially  neglected,  and  eager  to  satisfy  their  rapacious 
covetousness,  an  essential  part  of  that  which  they  had  been 
commanded  to  effect  had  not  been  done. 

Thus  when  the  Prince  Ismad,  with  ilbu  Abdallah  and  others 
of  the  conspirators,  arrived  at  the  palace,  proclaiming  the 
brother  of  Muhainad  their  king,  they  expected  to  find  their 
lawful  monarch  already  put  to  death ;  but  those  who  had 
been  charged  with  the  office  of  his  murder,  rather  covetous 
than  cruel,  had  been  more  eagerly  intent  on  plunder,  as  we 
have  seen,  than  zealous  for  the  interests  of  their  employers, 
iQSomuch  that  their  destined  victim  had  been  permitted  to 
escape. 

Retiring  from  the  royal  apartments  therefore,  King 
Muhamad  had  repaired  to  a  remote  chamber  of  the  Alcazar, 
with  a  beautiful  damsel  of  his  hareem,  who  clothed  him  in  the 
vestments  of  a  slave-girl,  and  disguising  herself  at  the  same 
time,  they  fled  togetlier,  being  favoured  by  the  noise  and  con- 
fusion then  prevailing  throughout  the  palace.  The  fugitives 
then  descended  to  the  gardens,  where  they  found  another 
son  of  the  late  King  Juzef  Ben  Ismail,  who,  alarmed  by  the 
outcries  and  clash  of  arms,  had  also  sought  refuge  there : 
departing  in  his  company,  and  having  the  good  fortune  to 
procure  swift  horses,  they  then  rode  through  the  night,  and 
taking  their  way  to  Medina  Guadix,  they  reached  that  city 
without  accidejit.  There  King  Muhamad  was  received  by 
the  inhabitants  as  their  sovereign  lord,  and  conducting  him 
to  their  palace,  he  remained  concealed  in  Guadix  for  some 
time. 

The  usurper  Ismail  had  meanwhile  been  proclaimed  in 
the  capital,  through  the  streets  of  which  he  was  led  on 
horseback  by  his  brother-in-law,  Abu  Abdallah,  and  their 
partizans.  Ismail  then  sent  letters  without  loss  of  time  to 
the  King  of  Castille,  whom  he  besought  to  favour  the 
accession  which  he  announced  to  him,  representing  himself 
as  a  submissive  neighbour  of  the  Christian  king,  and  a 
willing  assistant  in  his  wars.  Don  Pedro  was  then  at  war 
with  the  King  of  Arragon  and  the  people  of  Barcelona, 
wherefore   he  received  tlie   embassy   of   Ismail   with  the 
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greater  favour,  and  ihc  usurper  folt  assured  that  lie  had 
nothing  to  fear  from  the  court  of  Seville, 

IV'ow  the  King  INhilnmad,  although  hy  no  means  dis- 
trustful of  the  inliahitauts  of  (riiadix,  whom  he  perceived  to 
be  truly  his  friends,  was  lU'verthch^ps  desirous  of  aid  from 
the  power  and  authority  of  the  King  of  l'\v,,  to  whom  Jio 
despatched  messengers  on  the  1st  day  of  the  jMoon  Xawal, 
as  no  did  also  to  the  King  of  the  Christians.  But  per- 
ceiving that  neither  of  those  sovereigns  sent  liim  the 
succours  he  expected,  Muhamad  departed  for  Africa,  and, 
accompanied  by  a  numerous  body  of  cavalry  and  foot-soldiers, 
he  repaired,  on  the  10th  day  of  the  Moon  Dylhagia,  to 
Marbella,  whence  he  departed  from  Spain  and  crosced  the 
strait  to  the  kingdom  of  Fez.  He  arrived  at  that  capital 
with  a  brilliant  train  of  Andalusiau  nobles,  on  AVednesday, 
the  Gth  day  of  the  Moon  IMuharram,  in  the  761,  and  was 
received  with  much  honour  by  the  King  Abu  Salem,  who 
went  forth  to  meet  him  riding  a  beautiful  horse,  and 
attended  by  a  large  number  of  his  noblest  cavaliers,  with  a 
guard  of  cavalry,  all  clothed  in  rich  vestments.  Abu  Salem 
then  lodged  the  King  of  Granada  in  the  royal  palace  with  a 
courtesy  of  observance  and  a  pomp  of  preparation  such  as 
had  rarely  been  witnessed.  He  furthermore  promised 
Muhamad  his  immediate  assistance,  and  the  assurance  thus 
given  was  redeemed  with  infinite  generosity,  the  African 
sovereign  at  once  assembling  two  armies  for  that  piirpose. 
Muhamad  then  remained  in  Fez  until  the  18th  day  of  the 
Moon  Xawal,  in  the  year  762,  when  he  embarked  with  the 
forces  thus  collected  by  Abu  Salem,  and  landed  in  Spain. 

He  then  wrote  letters  to  Don  Pedro,  King  of  the 
Christians,  informing  that  sovereign  of  the  causes  which 
had  compelled  him  to  seek  the  aid  of  Africa ;  but  all  Spain 
trembled  at  the  report  of  their  debarkation,  and  the  party 
of  the  usurper  Ismail  Ben  Juzef  more  than  any  other,  since  it 
was  but  too  well  known  to  them  that  the  tempest  thus  let  loose 
would  poiu"  its  most  destructive  fury  upon  themselves.  The 
followers  of  Ismail  assembled  nevertheless  with  the  desire 
to  oppose  that  torrent,  yet  they  did  not  dare  to  make  any 
demonstration ;  when  the  fate  of  Muhamad,  against  whom 
Fortune  had  for  that  moment  declared  her  enmity,  would  so 
have  it,  that  these  African  auxiliaries  received  intelligence  of 
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their  king's  unliappj  death.  Abu  Salem,  as  tlie  messengers 
who  brought  these  evil  news  made  known,  had  repaired  to 
the  ancient  city  of  Fez,  when  his  brother,  Abu  Omar  Taxfin, 
called  El  Loco,*  excited  by  the  ememies  of  the  king,  had 
risen  in  revolt  against  him.  Abu  Salem  was  then  abandoned 
by  all  his  followers,  and  falling  into  the  hands  of  his  adver- 
saries was  put  to  death  by  them  on  the  subsequent  day. 
That  massacre  took  place  before  the  new  city  of  Fez,  on  the 
20th  of  the  Moon  Dylcada,  in  the  year  762.  The  generals 
commanding  the  auxiliary  forces  who  had  been  despatched 
into  Spain  as  we  have  seen  by  Abu  Salem,  to  uphold  the 
rightful  cause  of  the  King  of  Granada,  were  thereupon 
enjoined  to  return  to  Africa,  from  whatever  place  the 
messengers  might  find  them  occupying. 

With  that  recal  of  the  African  troops  the  hopes  of  King 
Muhamad  fell ;  the  armies  embarked  for  their  own  shores, 
as  they  had  been  commanded  to  do,  and  the  deposed 
sovereign  of  Granada  retired  to  Medina  Eonda,  that  city 
having  declared  in  his  favour.  He  thence  repeated  his 
letters  and  supplications  to  the  king  of  the  Christians, 
whom  he  called  on  to  protect  and  aid  him,  tut  perceiving 
that  the  Christian  monarch  did  not  come  to  his  assistance, 
he  then  despatched  his  envoys  to  the  new  King  of  Fez, 
IMuhamad  Abu  Zeyan,  grandson  of  Abul  Hassan,  earnestly 
entreating  his  aid  for  the  recovery  of  his  kingdom,  and 
assuring  the  African  ruler  that  whatever  troops  he  might 
send  him  would  be  permitted  to  pass  without  interruption 
through  the  dominions  of  the  Christian  king.  The  Vizier 
of  Muhamad  Abu  Zeyan  then  advised  his  master  to  receive 
that  application  favourably,  and  did  his  best  to  facilitate  the 
assembling  of  the  auxiliaries  demanded. 

Meanwhile  the  usurping  King  of  Granada,  even  Ismail 
Ben  Juzef,  retained  his  seat  on  his  brother's  throne.  He 
had  a  fine  person,  and  so  beautiful  a  countenance  that  his 
aspect  was  better  suited  to  a  handsome  woman  than  a 
dignified  man.  He  was  besides  very  efieminate  of  character, 
weak,  irresolute,  and  immoderately  addicted  to  pleasure.  He 
was  thus  ill  calculated  to  support  the  gravity  of  sovereign 
power,  or  endure  the  cares  inseparable  from  the  government 

*  El  Loco  :  the  madiman. — Tr. 
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ot  a  great  empire.  ^\iul  now,  as  ho  owed  his  crown  to  the 
iufanious  j)lols  of  Abu  Abdallah  Abcii  tSaiJ  his  kinsman,  and 
to  the  lavour  ul'  other  evil-duery,  so  hail  tlie-se  men  beeonio 
hia  masters  ;  Abu  Said  in  particular  iield  predor.iinanco  over 
liim,  treatiiii^  him  with  inlinite  contempt,  and  as  lie  might 
liave  done  had  Ismail  been  his  slave,  rather  than  liis  sovereign. 
At  a  word,  this  man  compelled  the  wealc  usurper  ol"  the  erown 
to  proceed  in  all  things  contrary  to  his  desires,  without 
regard  to  the  dignity  of  the  royal  seat,  and  having  no 
respect  to  the  rights  of  those  he  ruled.  For  which  cuust; 
liis  government  endui-ed  but  for  u  short  time,  as  we  shall 
presently  make  known. 

On  the  day  that  Ismail  was  proclaimed  he  chose  for  his 
Vizier  Muhamad  Ben  Ibrahim  Alfat  Alfahri,  who  survived  liis 
appointment  to  that  honour  but  for  a  short  time,  and  whom 
his  lord  did  not  long  outlive.  It  is  said  that  iVbu  ISaid,  who 
ruled  despotically  whatever  was  the  matter  in  hand,  at  first 
coutirmed  the  new  Vizier  in  his  employ,  but  shortly  after- 
wards accused  him  fiilsely  of  having  written  treasonable 
letters  to  the  King  of  i'ez  ;  and  however  earnestly  the 
unhappy  Muhamad  Ben  Ibrahim  laboured  to  free  liimself 
from  the  unjust  accusation  thus  made  against  him,  his  enemy 
was  too  povveriul  for  him.  He  was  condemned  to  death, 
together  with  his  cousin,  Abdallah  Ben  Ahmed,  and  being 
carried  to  Almenkel  by  order  of  Abu  Said,  they  were  both 
drov/ned  in  the  sea. 

The  Alcatib  or  secretary  of  Ismail  Ben  Juzef  was  Ismail 
Abdelhak  Ben  Atia  Almaharabi,  who  served  him  till  his 
death,  and  his  Cadies  were  lirst,  Abu  Bekar  Ben  Giasi,  who 
belonged  to  a  noble  house  of  Granada,  and  subsequently 
Abul  Casern  Salmun  Ben  Aly.  The  general  in  command 
of  his  troops  was  the  same  Xeque  who  had  served  his 
brother  Muhamad  in  that  capacity,  and  who  had  consented  to 
retain  his  command  under  the  usurped  rule  of  Ismail. 

Now  the  ambitious  Abu  Said  could  not  long  remain 
content  with  the  despotic  influence  which  he  exercised  in 
every  department  of  the  state,  and  the  authority  which  he 
held  in  the  government:  there  wanted  to  him  nothing  but 
the  name  of  king,  yet  this  he  could  not  be  content  to 
dispense  with,  and  resolved  to  possess.  Thus  he  did  his 
best  to  render  King  Ismail  odious,  but  above  all   did  Aba 
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Said  endeavour  to  win  the  hearts  of  the  military  commanders 
for  himself,  and  this  last  was  the  more  easy  to  him,  since  he 
had  become  the  uncontrolled  dispenser  of  all  rewards  and 
promotions  ;  disposing  of  every  advantage  most  desired,  not 
only  by  the  officers  of  war  but  by  every  class  in  the  state, 
at  his  absolute  will  and  pleasure.  He  therefore  soon  made 
known  his  purposes  to  the  boldest  and  most  unscrupulous 
among  his  partizans,  by  whom  the  criminal  designs  he 
entertained  were  loudly  applauded.  Abu  Said  was  more 
especially  assisted  by  the  dark  and  crafty  machinations  of 
the  Vizier  Mauro,  to  whom  he  communicated  his  intentions, 
and  by  whose  deceits  and  falsehoods  all  that  might  have 
opposed  his  progress  was  removed  from  his  path. 

These  conspirators  then  agreed  that  the  people  should  be 
incited  to  insurrection,  and  that  in  the  midst  of  the  tumult 
a  cry  should  be  raised  demanding  the  deposition  of  Ismail 
Ben  Juzef,  with  the  proclamation  of  himself,  Abu  Said,  in 
his  stead.  In  pursuance  of  this  design,  a  band  of  soldiers, 
horse  and  foot,  was  then  selected,  and  on  a  certain  Saturday, 
which  was  the  2Gth  of  the  Moon  Xaban,  in  the  year  761, 
these  men  surrounded  the  Alcazar,  and  comaienced  the 
insurrection.  They  demanded  not  only  the  deposition  but 
the  head  of  King  Ismail ;  and  that  unhappy  man,  flying  as 
he  best  could,  sought  a  refuge  in  the  citadel,  which  is  in 
the  highest  part  of  the  city,  and  where  he  found  shelter 
with  a  small  body  of  his  guards  and  a  few  citizens. 

Prom  this  place  he  issued  proclamations  to  the  people, 
whom  he  exhorted  to  arm  for  his  defence  ;  but  the  superior 
diligence  of  his  enemies,  with  the  recollection  of  his  own  but 
recently  committed  crime  against  his  brother,  rendered  all 
his  eftbi'ts  unavailing.  Tet  the  inexperience  of  Ismail, 
inducing  him  to  disregard  the  dangers  besetting  him,  of 
whose  extent  he  had  beside  but  a  vague  idea,  and  his  con- 
fidence in  the  idle  youth  by  whom  he  was  surrounded, 
contributing  further  to  mislead  liim,  he  marched  forth 
against  the  insurgents,  to  whom  he  gave  battle,  but  his 
adversaries  were  too  strong  for  him  :  the  troops  of  Abu 
Abdallah  gained  the  day,  Ismail  Ben  Juzef  s  followers 
were  defeated,  and  he  fell  himself  into  the  hands  of  those 
who  sought  his  life. 

The  cruel  and  perfidious  Abu  Said  was  then  the  first  to 


282  DOMTN^ION  OF  THE  AU.VBS  HT  SP.VIX.  [a.D.  1302 

attack  liim :  trcatinc;  tlio  mnn  whom  he  Imd  doclarecl  to  bo 
the  sovt^nnp:!!  of  tlio  land  with  the  oxtroiiiity  of  contcinpt 
ho  a'.'fiis(Ml  him  of  tlioso  very  crimes  which  lio  had  himself 
incited  tlie  unhappy  l8m:ni  to  commit ;  commanding  his 
satellites  to  dt'S])oil  tlie  fnlleii  prince  of  his  costly  vestments, 
and  to  cast  him  into  a  diinpcon,  with  other  factious  and 
rebellious  men  ;  but  the  soldiers  by  whom  he  was  led  off 
received  secret  orders  to  dispatch  him  before  they  had 
reached  the  prison,  and  ho  was  accordinp;ly  "assassinated 
by  those  mercenaries  without  delay.  The  head  of  Ismail, 
their  late  soverei^,  was  then  hcAvn  from  Ids  body  by  his 
remorseless  murderers,  and  being  presented  to  the  con- 
spiritors  was  exhibited  at  their  command  to  the  rude  and 
astonished  populace  by  wliom  they  were  surrounded.  The 
younger  brother  of  Ismail,  Cays  Ben  Juzef,  was  then 
brought  forward,  and  being  massacred  in  like  manner,  his 
body  was  frightfully  mutilated ;  nay,  cut  to  pieces  by  that 
ferocious  multitude.  The  soldiers  next  seized  the  heads  of 
the  two  mutilated  brothers  by  the  long  locks  of  their  hair, 
and  bore  them  through  the  streets.  No  man  was  then  to 
be  found  wlio  had  courage  to  gather  the  deplorable  remains 
of  those  dismembered  bodies,  and  they  were  left,  a  horrid  and 
inhuman  spectacle,  to  taint  and  putrefy  the  air. 

On  the  day  when  all  these  crimes  were  perpetrated,  the 
traitor,  Abu  Said,  was  proclaimed  king  by  the  army,  the 
populace,  and  those  dregs  of  the  people  which  ever  rise  into 
momentary  importance  on  occasions  of  great  disorder.  The 
new  Idng  then  began  to  shower  his  favours  and  rewards  on 
all  those  evil-doers  by  whom  he  had  been  aided  to  lift 
himself  to  a  throne. 


CHAP.  XXV,— Of  the  teeatt  conclttded  between  mtthamad, 

KING-  OS  GBA1»'ADA,  AND  THE  KING-  OF  CASTILLE.  HEKOIC  DETER- 
MINATION OF  THE  FOEMEE.  ABU  SAID  13  ASSASSINATED  BY  DON 
PEDEO,  EING  OF  CASTILLE. 

Isow  the  King  Muhamad  sent  so  many  representations  to 
the  King  of  Castille,  and  his  instances  to  that  sovereign,  for 
assistance  in  the  recovery  of  his  kingdom,  before  the  people 
of  Granada  could  have  had  time  to  become  accuc+^omed  to 
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the  despotism  of  the  usurper,  were  so  frequently  repeated, 
that  Don  Pedro  at  length  determined  to  arm  in  defence  of 
the  monarch  so  unjustly  opposed,  and  assembled  his  troops 
for  that  purpose. 

The  force  thus  collected  was  a  large  body  of  cavalry  and 
infantry,  with  fifteen  hundred  chariots,  bearing  machines  of 
war  such  as  the  Christians  use  in  their  campaigns.  This 
army  arrived  at  Honda,  where  King  Muhamad  still  con- 
tinued to  reside,  on  the  1st  day  of  the  Moon  of  Giumada 
Primera  in  the  763.  Wlien  the  Christian  troops  arrived  at 
Hisn  Casxara,  the  King  of  G-ranada  marched  forth  to  meet 
them,  and  joined  his  host  to  that  brought  him  by  the  King 
of  Castillo. 

Now  the  traitor  Abu  Said,  hoping  to  impede  the  progress 
of  those  auxiliaries,  had  made  an  irruption  on  the  frontier 
of  Castille,  sending  letters  at  the  same  time  to  the  Conde  of 
Barcelona,  to  whom  he  oifered  his  alliance  against  their 
common  enemy  Don  Pedro,  and  who  did  not  refuse  his 
profier. 

The  armies  of  Muhamad  Ben  Ismail  and  the  King  of 
Castille  having  united  as  we  have  said,  then  continued  their 
march,  as  if  one  people  only,  the  soldiers  of  the  Christian 
with  those  of  the  Moslemah,  and  the  generals  of  either  force 
being  equally  mingled  the  one  with  the  other.  Thus  they 
entered  Hisn  Atara,  which  they  occupied,  as  they  did 
whatever  other  towns  or  fortresses  are  to  be  found  in  that 
Comai'ca,  all  of  which  surrendered  to  King  Muliamad 
without  delay,  no  place  now  remaining  to  be  reduced  but 
the  old  Alcazaba. 

But  the  Kjng  Muhamad,  perceiving  tlie  inevitable 
vexations  and  injuries  that  could  not  but  be  inilicted  on  his 
Moslemah  by  the  presence  of  that  victorious  army  of  the 
Christians,  was  unable  to  continue  the  enterprise  he  had 
undertaken.  His  paternal  heart  could  not  endure  to  behold 
the  wrongs  of  his  people,  and  he  entreated  the  King  of 
Castille  to  remain  in  the  land  no  longer,  but  instantly  to 
return  with  his  forces,  declaring  that  he  could  not  suffer  the 
calamities  caused  to  his  poor  subjects  by  the  war,  and  would 
not  inflict  further  injury  on  them  for  all  the  power  and 
greatness  that  the  world  could  offer. 

The  King  of  Castille,  approving  the  motives  of  King 
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Mulianmd,  tlicn  olloroil  him  so  much  of  hia  assistance  as  lie 
nii^ht  bo  williii!^'  at  any  time  to  accfpl :  this  Uou  J'odro  did 
witl\  siiu-i'iv  gooil  will  and  a  most  tririidly  mind:  ho  tlioii 
returned  to  his  own  dominions,  as  the  King  of  Granada  liad 
dosirod,  and  as  was  indood  rondorod  necessary  by  the 
disorders  whioli  then  be<j;aii  to  prevail  there. 

Thus  did  the  virtuous  King  Muhamad  prove  himself 
"Willing  to  remain  unjustly  deprived  of  his  kingdom  rather 
than  recover  the  crown  by  indicting  misery  on  his  subjects, 
in  the  hearts  of  whom  such  wrongs  could  not  fail  to  awaken 
abhorrence  to  his  government  a)id  hatred  to  his  person. 
lie  tlierefore  retired  to  JModina  Honda  on  the  8th  day  of 
the  same  moon,  and  in  that  city  he  passed  his  days  in 
tranquil  happiness,  rendering  all  who  lived  within  the  limits 
of  his  jurisdiction  content  and  prosperous.  He  visited  the 
towns  submitted  to  his  rule  with  paternal  care,  making  all 
possible  etlbrts  to  increase  the  strength  and  maintain  the 
security  of  the  fortresses  and  frontier. 

The  arrogance  and  tyranny  of  Abu  Said  Abdallah  were 
meanwhile  rendering  that  traitor  abominable  in  the  eyes  of 
his  vassals,  notwithstanding  certain  advantages  which  the 
armies  of  the  Moslemah,  under  his  guidance,  then  obtained 
over  the  Christians.  In  one  of  the  devastating  irruptions 
which  he  made  on  the  frontiers  of  Castille,  the  troops  of 
the  Christian  King  were  totally  defeated,  and  a  large 
number  of  Castillian  nobles  fell  into  the  hands  of  Abu  Said, 
with  not  a  few  of  Don  Pedro's  generals.  Among  these 
captives  was  the  grand  master  of  the  Order  of  Calatrava, 
who  was  taken  to  Granada  in  triumph,  with  the  rest  of  their 
prisoners,  by  the  victorious  troops  of  Abu  Said.  But  that 
usurper,  understanding  the  grand  master  to  be  brother  to 
the  Queen*  of  Castille,  and  thinking  that  he  had  found  a 
good  opportunity  for  detaching  Don  Pedro  from  the  alliance 
of  Muhamad  Ben  Juzef,  while  he  gained  the  good  will  of 
that  powerful  monarch  for  himself,  sent  back  his  distin- 
guished captive  without  ransom.  This  he  did  by  the  advice 
of  his  Vizier  Mauro,   and  restoring  others   of  the   noble 

*  He  -R-as  the  brother  of  Maria  Padilla,  whose  position  in  the  Court 
of  Castille  woiUd  wit'i  difficulty  be  comprehended  by  a  Mahometan 
writer,  by  whom  she  is  therefore  called  "  Queen." — Tr. 
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Christians  to  freedom  at  the  same  time,  he  joined  to  the 
gift  of  their  liberty  that  of  many  rich  presents,  hoping  by 
that  liberality  to  secure  thi  good  offices  of  those  nobles 
with  Don  Pedro ;  and  the  Christian  cavaliers  did  in  effect 
give  Abu  Said  their  promise  to  dispose  the  King  of  Castille 
in  his  fiivour. 

About  this  time  the  usurping  ruler  of  Granada  received 
intelligence  to  the  effect  that  his  injured  sovereign, 
Mubamad  Ben  Ismail,  had  been  proclaimed  king  in  Malaga ; 
a  circumstance  which  he  had  not  looked  for,  and  which  did 
not  fail  to  cause  him  much  alarm.  He  now  became  anxious 
and  distrustful,  beginning  to  lose  confidence  in  that  fortune 
which  had  hitherto  appeared  to  treat  him  with  so  much 
favour,  but  which  as  he  now  feared  was  on  the  point  of 
abandoning  his  party.  His  cares  and  anxieties  were  much 
increased  by  the  continual  defections  and  acts  of  treachery 
which  he  discovered  among  his  most  trusted  partizans,  those 
whom  be  had  distinguished  by  the  greatest  favours  being 
the  first  to  abandon  him,  liastening,  as  they  were,  to  follow 
the  banners  of  those  to  whom  a  prosperous  gale  seemed  now 
to  be  accorded  by  the  changeful  hand  of  fortune.  Tlie  state 
of  his  finances  was  also  a  cause  of  disturbance  to  Abu  Said, 
whose  revenues  had  been  reduced  to  a  deplorable  condition 
by  the  faithless  hands  through  which  they  had  passed ;  and 
those  defalcations  occasioned  him  perpetual  embarrassments. 
Thus  oppressed  and  exhausted  on  all  sides,  while  seeming 
to  be  on  the  summit  of  prosperity,  the  treacherous  Abu 
Said  formed  a  resolution  which  proved  to  be  the  most 
pernicious  to  his  interests  ;  nay,  was  eventually  fatal  to  him  : 
but  so  it  pleased  God  that  his  affairs  should  tiu'n ;  and  the 
matter  was  on  this  wise. 

Abu  Said  entertained  the  conviction  that  he  should 
promote  his  interests  by  repairing  to  Castille,  and  there, 
placing  himself  in  the  hands  of  Don  Pedro,  the  sovereign  of 
that  country,  confiding  in  the  protection  of  the  Christian, 
and  hoping  from  his  generosity  that  aid  which  might  enable 
him  to  repair  the  reverses  which  he  feared  lest  his  evil 
destiny  might  be  preparing  for  him.  In  this  manner  did 
the  usurper  hope  to  secure  himself  on  his  insecure  and 
tottering  throne  ;  but  he  who  looks  for  his  protectors  and 
auxiliaries  to  man  alone,  and  does  not  seek  what  he  requires 
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from  God,  Bliall  nover  jiroapcn- ;  ho  is  liko  the  spider,  cou- 
structiiip  to  herself  a  dwelling,  but  how  frail  ifi  the  dwelling 
of  tlie  spider  !  *. 

Thus  resolving,  the  ill-advised  Abu  Said  departed  from 
Granada,  with  a  train  of  regal  splendour,  being  attended 
by  a  great  c()nii)any  of  noble  oavali(>rs  :  lie  took  witli  liiia 
the  most  prt^-ioua  jewels  and  tlie  richest  ornaments  that  he 
possessed :  emeralds,  rubies,  and  sapphires,  with  cloth  of  gold 
ajid  silver,  costly  stuffsofothcr  kinds,  andembroidery  of  pearls, 
formed  a  portion  of  these  treasures,  which  were  augmented 
by  no  small  quantity  of  doubloons  in  gold.  Horses,  and  rich 
caparisons  for  those  animals,  with  precious  wea])on3 
elaborately  decorated,  were  also  among  the  valuables  which 
Abu  Said  took  with  him  to  Castillo,  hoping  thereby  to  gaiii 
the  good  will  of  King  Pedro,  and  procure  friends  to  himself 
among  the  counsellors  of  that  sovereign,  seeing  that  it  was 
to  them  he  looked  for  assistance  in  the  alliance  he  desired 
to  form  with  the  King  of  the  Christians,  at  whose  hands  he 
now  proposed  to  seek  the  means  for  maintaining  himself 
against  his  enemies. 

Arrived  at  Seville,  Abu  Said  was  received  with  much 
honour  by  Don  Pedro,  who  commanded  his  ministers  to 
treat  him  with  all  the  observance  due  to  a  king.  Eut  in 
the  council  which  the  Christian  then  held  with  the  prin- 
cipal men  of  his  court,  it  was  determined  that  for  the 
tranquillity  of  the  state  it  would  be  advisable  to  put  Abu 
Said  to  death,  as  the  usurper  of  the  throne  of  Granada, 
and  the  enemy  of  Mohamad,  the  good  friend  and  ally  of 
Don  Pedro.  Thus,  forgetting  the  nobility  of  his  ancestors, 
the  King  of  Castille  consented  to  suffer  the  cojmnission  of 
that  evil:  disregarding  the  assurance  of  safety  that  had 
been  given,  and  violating  the  sacred  laws  of  hospitality, 
he  allowed  himself  to  be  dazzled  by  the  splendour  of  rubies, 
jacinths,  and  emeralds,  displayed  by  his  guest,  and  resolved 
to  make  himself  master  of  those  riches.  Don  Pedro 
acccordingly  commanded  that  the  noble  cavaliers  whom  he 
then  entertained  in  his  palace  should  be  despoiled  of  life 
before  the  close  of  that  night :  and  so  was  it  done  by  the 
ministers  of  his  tyranny. 

When  the  dawn  appeared,  a  report  began  to  be  published 
through  the  town  that  the  cavaliers  of  Granada,  who  were 
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the  guests  of  their  king,  had  been  put  to  death  in  the 
night ;  when  all  the  inhabitants  were  tilled  with  horror,  and 
trembled  as  they  listened  to  the  details  of  that  cruel  and 
perfidious  deed.  But  that  same  day  Don  Pedro  olFered  a  still 
more  inhuman  spectacle  to  the  eyes  of  his  people, — he 
caused  the  unhappy  Abu  Said  to  be  conducted  to  a  field 
without  the  city,  where  he  pierced  him  through  with  his 
lance,  thus  depriving  him  of  life,  as  is  confidently  aflirmed, 
with  his  own  hand. 

"We  find  it  related  that  when  the  unfortunate  guest 
perceived  himself  to  be  wounded,  he  turned  his  eyea 
towards  the  King  of  Castille,  and  said,  "  Oh  Pedro  !  what 
shameful  triumph  is  this  that  thou  art  now  obtaining 
over  a  man  who  hath  trusted  thee!  how  deplorable  an 
attack  art  thou  making  on  him  who  placed  his  life  in  thy 
hands  !"  The  bodies  of  the  dead  were  then  all  placed  together 
— a  frightful  spectacle  ! — and  their  heads  were  piled  on  a  high 
tower,  whence  they  could  be  seen  by  the  entire  city. 

And  so  perished  the  unhappy  Abu  Said; — a  terrible 
example  given  to  men,  from  which  all  may  learn  the  truth 
that  there  is  no  security  for  the  wicked,  and  no  power 
which  can  avail  to  deliver  the  wroug-doer  from  the 
punishment  awarded  to  him  in  the  eternal  decrees  of  divine 
justice. 


CHAP.  XXVI. — Mohamad  ben  ismail  eettteks  to  the  thbone 

OF  GEANADA.   he  CONCIUDES  A  TKEATT  WITH  THE  KINO  OP 
CASTLLLE,   death  op  don  PEDEO  and  of  MOHAMAD  OF  GEANADA. 

The  intelligence  of  Abu  Said's  death  was  speedily  bruited 
abroad,  and  soon  arrived  at  Malaga,  where  the  King 
Muhamad  Ben  Ismail  then  was;  but  although  the  latter 
did  not  refrain  from  rejoicing  in  the  death  of  Abu  Said,  as 
being  that  of  an  enemy  to  himself,  yet  the  perfidy  and 
treason  of  the  Christians  revolted  him  greatly.  He  did  not 
remain  at  Medina  Malaga  after  the  intelligence  of  his 
usurping  kinsman's  death  had  reached  him,  but  departed 
thence  for  Granada,  whither  he  was  accompanied  bj^  a 
brilliant  assemblage  of  the  Andulusian  nobility.  The  king 
made  his  entrance  into  the  capital  amidst  the  acclamations 
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of  tlio  people,  and  all  classes  of  the  iiiliabitants  hastened  to 
give  liiiii  welcome;  even  tlie  kiiisnini  of  the  iiiifortimate 
men  who  had  accon'panicd  7\bu  Said  to  the  court  of  Caytille, 
came  to  make  prompt  submission  to  their  sovereign,  fearing 
still  heavier  disasters,  and  anxious  to  dispose  the  mind  of 
Muhamad  to  a  favourable  reception  of  tlieir  assumed  re- 
pentance. 7UI  presented  tiiemsclves  to  kisa  his  haiui, 
congratulating  him  on  the  recovery  of  his  capital  and 
kingdom.  Jlis  (Mitrancc  was  made  at  the  hour  of  tlio 
Adohar,*  on  Saturday  the  20th  day  of  the  moon  (^liumada 
Postrcra,  in  the  year"  7G3  ;  for  such  was  the  will  of  God, 
by  whose  power  he  was  aided  and  favoured. 

Some  allirm  that  the  King  of  Castillo  sent  the  head  oi"  Abu 
Said  to  IMuhamad  King  of  Granada,  in  a  pm-ious  casket  filled 
with  rich  aromatics,  such  as  are  needful  to  the  embalming 
of  the  dead ;  these  writers  furthermore  declaring  that  tlie 
envoy  by  whom  it  was  brought  to  the  presence  of  the 
king,  had  no  sooner  entered  the  presence  of  Muhamad  than 
he  cast  it  at  his  icet  with  these  words : — "  In  this  state, 
Oh  illustrious  Soldan  of  Granada,  mayst  thou  behold  the 
heads  of  all  thine  enemies !  " 

King  Muhamad  is  said  to  have  rejoiced  much  in  the 
present  thus  made  him,  and  it  is  added  that  lie  sent  to  the 
King  of  Castillo,  in  return,  twenty-five  beautiful  horses 
from  the  royal  stud,t  animals  of  the  noblest  race,  bred  on 
the  shores  of  the  Xenil.  Ten  of  these  horses  were  clothed 
in  the  richest  caparisons,  having  saddle-cloths  bordered  with 
gold  and  precious  stones:  the  King  Muhamad  likewise 
bestowed  costly  presents  on  the  messengers  of  the  Christian 
monarch. 

A  few  months  later  certain  discontented  Xeques  excited 
a  rebellion  against  the  King  of  Granada,  and  with  the 
assistance  of  the  insolent  soldiery,  who  had  been  corrupted 
by  the  recent  disorders,  they  proclaimed  the  Wali  of  Baena, 
even  Aly  Ben  Aly  Ben  Nazir,  a  prince  of  tlie  blood  royal, 
to  be   their   king :  but   tiie   valour   and   good  fortune    of 

*  Adohar :  the  noon-day  prayer. 

t  Our  readers  will  perceive  that  the  word  stud  does  not  fully  repre- 
sent the  "  Yeguada  "  of  the  text;  but  the  writer  is  not  aware  of  any  that 
more  nearly  describes  the  establishment  so  called,  of  which  we  have  not 
the  exact  equivalent  in  our  country. — Tr. 
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Muhamad  Beu  Ismail's  generals,  with  the  favour  of  God, 
sufficed  to  defeat  tliat  usurper,  whose  bands  they  scattered  in 
various  encounters,  and  whom  they  forced  to  become  a  fugitive 
without  asylum.  Having  thus  happily  subjugated  all  his 
enemies,  the  riglitful  King  of  Granada  was  reigning  tranquilly 
in  the  year  745,*  which  was  the  period  when  theauthor  of  these 
records,  even  his  Alcatib,  or  seci'etary,  and  faithful  minister, 
AbdaUah  AlchatibAssalami,  known  as  the  Vizier  Lizan-Eddin, 
wrote  the  lines  which  the  reader  has  now  before  him. 

Grateful  for  the  benefit  conferred  on  him  by  the  King 
of  Castillo,  although  revolted  by  the  cruelty  of  the  deed, 
whicli  he  condemned  in  his  heart,  Muhamad  Ben  IsmaO 
restored  to  liberty  all  the  Christian  captives  who  were  at 
that  time  in  Granada  ;  he  wrote  letters  of  friendship  also  to 
the  Castillian  monarch,  and  a  treaty  of  perpetual  alliance 
was  formed  between  the  sovereigns,  which  was  signed  by  the 
hands  of  both. 

But  although  the  King  of  Granada  had  no  wars  to  wage 
on  his  own  account,  yet  the  revolutions  and  disorders  which 
prevailed  at  that  time  in  Castille  compelled  the  Christian 
king  to  beg  the  aid  of  ^luhamad  against  the  King  of 
Arragon,  as  well  as  against  his  own  brother,t  who  was 
labouring  to  dethrone  Don  Pedro,  while  his  people  were 
falling  off  on  all  sides,  seeing  that  this  monarch  was 
profoundly  abhorred  for  his  tyranny  and  the  cruelty  of  hia 
character.  The  King  of  Granada  accordingly  despatched 
six  hundred  horse  to  the  assistance  of  his  Christian  ally, 
and  that  body,  though  small,  was  a  highly  efficient  one ; 
being  chosen  from  the  flower  of  the  Granadine  cavalry,  and 
led  by  the  brave  and  illustrious  Arraiz  Ferag  Ben  Keduan, 
whom  the  king  had  given  to  those  troops  as  their  general, 
and  who  served  Don  Pedro  with  admirable  valour.  The 
King  of  Castille  subsequently  requested  new  auxiliaries 
to  aid  him  in  the  reduction  of  the  rebel  cities,  which  had 
declared  for  his  opponent ;  whereupon  Muhamad  sent  him 
a  force  of  seven  thousand  cavalry,  with  a  strong  body  of 
foot  soldiers.  That  army  then  laid  siege  to  Medina 
Cordova,  which  they  brought  to  great  extremities,  insomuch 

*  A.D.  1365. 

t  Henrj'  of  Troatamara,  son  of  Alphonso  XII.,  (father  of  Pedro)  and 
of  Eleanora  di  Guzman. — Tr. 

yoL.  III.  n 
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that  the  city  was  on  \hc  point  of  fulling  into  the  power  of  the 
IMosioinah,  who  scaled  the  walls  and  took  the  old  Alcazar, 
but  were  then  repiilsed  by  the  Cordovese,  and  forced  to 
retire  fi-oiu  the  place.  On  their  homeward  march,  the 
Granadine  army,  took  the  cities  of  Ubeda  and  .lain,  which 
they  pliindered;  they  made  incursions  on  the  Comarcas 
likewise,  utterly  devastating  those  of  Maltrura,  aud  carrying 
olf  a  large  number  of  captives. 

!Now  the  war  carried  on  by  Don  Pedro,  King  of  Castillo, 
in  his  own  dominions  did  not  take  a  turn  favourable  to  the 
wishes  of  that  monarch,  and  he  once  more  wrote  letters  to 
the  King  of  Granada  entreating  the  latter  to  arm  in  his 
behalf  with  all  the  power  he  could  make.  Muhamad 
Ben  Ismail  then  assembled  a  formidahle  army  to  march 
in  aid  of  Don  Pedro,  but  God  did  not  permit  that  his  forces 
should  arrive  in  time  to  succour  the  Christian  king  who  died 
by  the  hands  of  his  own  brother  in  the  camp  at  Moutiel, 
"wheu  all  the  kingdom  declared  for  his  victorious  opponent ; 
an  event  which  took  place  in  the  year  771.* 

The  intelligence  of  Don  Pedro's  death  suspended  the 
march  of  tlie  Granadine  army,  but  to  the  end  that  the 
occasion  presented  by  those  civil  wars  in  vrhich  the 
Christians  were  engaged  might  not  be  lost,  Muhamad  Ben 
Ismail  determined  to  make  war  on  them  for  his  own 
purposes,  adopting  as  his  pretext  for  that  aggression  the 
ties  of  friendship  and  alliance  which  had  bound  him  to  the 
unfortunate  King  of  Castille.  The  new  sovereign,  Enrique,t 
sent  him  proposals  for  a  peace  to  be  established  between 
them,  on  condition  that  Muhamad  should  at  once  desist 
from  attacking  his  states.  But  the  King  of  Granada  main- 
tained the  determination  he  had  formed ;  he  crossed  the 
frontier  with  a  powerful  army,  passed  through  the  whole 
of  the  land,  and  took  many  captives,  plundering  all  the 
open  towns,  and  carrying  off  whatever  he  foimd  within 
the  waUs  of  the  fortified  places,  but  not  occupying  any 
stronghold. 

In  the  following  year  King  Muhamad  marched  with  all 
his  power  against  Algezira  Alhadra,  which  he  took  by  force 
of  arms ;  but  fearing  that  he  was  unable  to  maintain  the 

*  A.D.  1369.  t  Henry. 
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place,  and  resolved  to  prevent  the  Cliristians  from  using 
the  strength  thereof  for  their  purposes  at  any  future  time, 
he  burnt  the  city,  demolished  the  works,  and  razed  the 
walls  to  the  foundations.  That  campaign  occurred  in  the 
year  772. 

The  new  King  of  Castille  now  despatched  the  Grand 
Master  of  Calatrava  with  letters  to  Muhamad  Ben  Ismail, 
offering  the  latter  his  friendship  and  alliance ;  a  step  to 
which  he  was  induced  by  the  pressure  of  the  wars  wherein 
he  was  engaged,  and  the  need  which  he  then  had  of  all  his 
power  and  thoughts,  freely  to  attend  to  the  demands  thus 
made  upon  him  :  nor  was  King  Muhamad  less  willing  to  be 
at  peace  with  the  Christian  monarch,  seeing  that  he  too 
liad  many  cares  of  state  which  required  his  attention,  and 
was  anxious  to  provide  for  the  better  government  of  his 
people,  and  the  administration  of  justice  in  the  realm. 
Thus  the  treaty  of  peace  and  alliance  was  concerted,  and 
received  the  sanction  of  each  party. 

It  was  during  the  period  of  tnuiquillity  then  accorded  to 
him  that  Muhamad  commanded  the  construction  of  the  house 
of  Azake,  for  the  reception  of  the  sick  poor,  and  for  the  cure 
of  their  diseases.  He  commenced  that  work  on  the  20th  day 
of  the  moon  Moharram,  in  the  year  777,  and  completed  the 
edifice  on  the  20th  of  the  moon  Xawal  in  the  year  778  :  it  was 
a  magnificent  building,  constructed  with  all  the  advantages 
that  could  be  derived  from  the  riches  of  a  great  prince, 
employed  by  masters  well  skilled  in  architectui'e,  and  was 
furnished  with  every  convenience  appropriate  to  such  an 
institution.  Pountains,  and  spacious  ponds  formed  of 
polished  marbles,  were  added  for  the  refreshment  and 
recreation  of  the  suffering  inhabitants  of  the  building. 
The  city  of  Guadix  was  also  extensively  embellished  by  the 
King  Muhamad  Ben  Ismail,  wlio  caused  many  handsome 
edifices  to  be  erected  there,  and  spent  a  large  portion  of 
each  year  within  the  walls  of  that  city. 

During  the  long  peace  that  Muhamad  now  maintained 
with  all  the  neighbouring  princes,  he  gave  the  greater  part 
of  his  time  and  attention  to  the  furtherance  of  whatever 
might  best  promote  the  happiness  of  his  people:  he  en- 
couraged the  arts  and  manufactures,  protected  trade  and 
agriculture,  and  left  no  department  of  the  administration 
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witliout  careful  siiporintentlonoc.  At  lliat  tiii«c  there  camo 
meirliaiits  to  (iranada  from  all  parts:  Syria,  I'j^'ypt, 
Africa,  Italy,  and  Aniieuia,  all  sent  tlicir  trallickers  to 
this  eity,  which  becamo  tiio  most  reiiowiuHl  marlfet  in 
the  wiii'ld.  reoplc  of  ov(-ry  land  iiii{j;lit  tlu'U  be  seen  in  the 
streets  of  the  capital  :  Ciiristians  and  Jews,  no  less  than 
the  Moslemah,  resorted  tiiither,  insoniuch  that  Granada 
seemed  then  to  be  the  common  country  of  all  nations. 

Kin^  IMuhamad  now  proposed  that  tli''  oath  of  allcp;ianco 
sliuuld  be  taken  to  liis  son  Abu  Abdallah  Jiizef;  and  the 
ceremony  took  place  accordingly,  being  celebrated  with 
magnilicent  festivities.  The  marriage  of  tlie  prince  with 
the  daughter  of  the  King  of  iVz  was  then  negociated, 
and  a  short  time  after  the  bride  was  conducted  to  Medina 
Granada  by  the  Prince  of  Fez,  wlio  did  himself  take  to  wife 
the  beautiful  Zahira,  a  daughter  of  Abu  Ayan,  one  of  the 
most  distinguished  nobles  of  Andalusia,  and  a  cavalier  of 
great  wealth  :  the  espousals  of  the  African  Prince  with  tliat 
lady  were  solemnised  in  Granada.  On  the  occasions  of 
these  nuptials  majiy  jousts  and  tournaments,  with  the  other 
light  games  of  chivalry,  w-ere  splendidly  celebrated,  and  to 
these  festivities  came  numerous  cavaliers,  not  only  from 
Spain  and  Africa,  but  from  Egypt  and  Franca  likewise,  all 
receiving  assurances  of  safety  from  King  Muhamad,  and 
being  treated  with  much  honour  in  his  court :  some  of 
these  guests  were  entertained  in  the  Fonda*  of  the 
Genoese,  while  others  ibund  lodgment  in  the  private  houses 
of  the  Granadine  nobles. 

Now  Muhamad  Ben  Ismail,  desiring  to  prolong  the  truce 
existing  between  himself  and  the  King  of  Castille,  and  which 
was  then  on  the  point  of  coming  to  an  end,  sent  rich  jewels 
and  other  presents  to  Don  Enrique,  with  his  letters  to  that 
effect ;  but  the  Castillian  sovereign  dying  some  sliort  time 
after,  there  were  malicious  and  ill-intentioned  persons  who 
attributed  his  death  to  the  treachery  of  the  King  of 
Granada ;  and  they  described  the  method  of  that  treason  as 
in  this  wise.  Among  the  gifts  despatched  to  King  Henry 
by  Muhamad  Ben  Ismail  were  certain  buskins  and  slippers 
which  had  been  steeped  in  a  mortal   venom,  as  those  evil 

*  Fonda — Caravanserai :  palace  of  the  caravan,  or  hosteliy. 
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speakers  affirmed  :  but  never  was  the  noble  King  of  Granada 
a  traitor  or  assassin  :  the  death  of  the  King  of  Castillo  waa 
a  natural  death,  and  took  place  then,  because  the  days 
accorded  to  him  bv  the  Divine  will  having  been  accom- 
plished,  his  life  came  to  its  close. 

Not  mauy  were  the  years  that  elapsed  after  these  events 
before  Muhamad  Ben  Ismail  left  the  palaces  of  this  world 
and  departed  to  dwell  eternally  in  the  Alcazars  of  Paradise : 
he  died,  to  the  grief  of  all  good  men,  in  the  year  794.*  His 
remains  having  received  the  customary  ablutions,  were  then 
deposited  in  the  Gene  jMarife,t  at  the  dawn  of  day  ;  and  a 
short  time  after  the  Azala  of  daybreak  the  prayer  was  made 
for  him,  his  bier  being  accompanied  to  the  tomb  by  ail 
classes  of  the  people. 

T!;;;  sonof  Muhamad  Ben  Ismail,  even  Abu  Abdallah  Juzef, 
succeeded  his  father,  and  was  proclaimed  with  much 
solemnity,  all  the  nobles  of  Granada  presenting  themselves 
to  kiss  his  hand,  as  did  all  the  principal  Walies  and 
Alcaydes  from  all  the  Taas*  of  the  kingdom. 

Abu  Abdallah  Ben  Muliamad  was  a  zealous  imitator  of 
his  father's  virtues :  like  that  noble  monarch,  he  was  a 
lover  of  peace,  and  when  the  ceremonies  of  his  proclamation 
and  the  festivities  consequent  on  that  solemnity  bad 
come  to  an  end,  he  wrote  letters  to  the  Christian  kings, 
expressing  his  readiness  to  maintain  the  treaties  of  friend- 
ship and  alliance  concerted  with  them  by  his  father,  and 
which  he  had  inherited  from  that  sovereign. 

The  more  effectually  to  conciliate  the  King  of  Castille, 
Abu  Abdallah  restored  to  their  liberty  certain  captives  of 
the  Christians  whom  his  light  horsemen  had  taken  in  their 
guard  of  the  frontier,  but  whom  he  now  dismissed  to  their 
homes  without  ransom.  These  cavaliers  he  sent  in  com- 
pany with  the  Wall  of  Malaga  to  the  court  of  Seville,  and 
with  them  he  presented  six  beautiful  horses  richly  capari- 
soned, and  costly  arms  for  the  Christian  king,  the  latter 
wrapped  in  precious  textures  woven  of  silk  and  gold. 

The  King  of  Castille  received  these  gifts  with  much 
satisfaction  ;  he  entertained  the  Wall  of  Malaga  with  all  the 

*A.D.  IZ9]. —  Conde. 

•f  Gene-Abrife  :  still  known  as  the  Greneralife. 

J  Taa :  judicial  district. — Conde. 
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honours  liofittinc;  tlio  oiivoy  of  so  prcnt  a  princo  as  "vms 
Abu  Abdallah  lieu  .luzcf  IMiiliainad,  K'ws;  of  Gnuiaila  ;  and 
when  tliat  Xcqin"  rctunuMl  ((t  tlio  i-onrt  of  liis  nmislTr,  he 
was  aocoiripaiiii-d  by  tlio  aiiibassadura  of  tlic  Christian  Icing, 
vrho  wore  commissionod  to  arrange  the  terms  of  tlie  treaty 
to  bo  then  concerted  between  the  two  sovereigns. 


CITA?.  XXVn. — Of  the  heion  of  abtt  abhali-au  muhamad  juzbf. 

IIIS  DEATH.  HE  IS  SUCCEEDED  BY  HIS  SECOND  SON,  MUHAMAD. 
THK  LATTER  PROCEEDS  TO  SEVILLE  INCOGNITO.  HIS  INTEKVIEW 
WITH  THE  KING  OF  CASTILLE. 

Now  to  the  King  of  Granada,  even  Juzcf  Een  Muliamad, 
there  were  boru  four  sons :  the  oklest  received  iiis  own 
name,  Juzef ;  the  second  was  called  Muhamad,  the  third 
Aly,  and  the  fourth  Aluned.  The  second  son  of  the  king, 
Muhamad,  was  a  man  of  violent  character,  bold,  eutorprising, 
and  ambitious  beyond  measure.  Perceiving  that  his  elder 
brother  Juzef  was  preferred  to  himself,  and  was  destined, 
not  only  by  birth,  but  by  the  aflection  of  his  father,  to  be 
the  future  king — seeing  that  he  was  heir  presumptive  to  the 
throne— Muhamad  conceived  against  him  the  most  unjust 
and  implacable  hatred.  Disregarding  the  respect  due  to  the 
fatlier  of  them  both,  in  his  abhorrence  of  his  brother,  the 
prince  resolved  to  attempt  dethroning  King  Juzef,  with  the 
hope,  if  fortune  should  prove  favourable  to  his  pretensions,  of 
thus  securingfor  himself  the  seat  designed  for  his  elderbrother. 
To  this  end  Prince  Muhamad  availed  himself  of  the  false 
pretext  of  religious  zeal  and  the  defence  of  Islam,  knowing 
well  that  there  was  a  disposition  in  the  people  to  murmur 
against  their  sovereign  for  his  friendship  and  alliance  with 
the  Christian  powers.  There  were  certain  Christian  cava- 
liers moreever,  at  the  court  of  Granada,  who  having  sought 
a  refuge  with  King  Juzef  Ben  IMuhamad,  were  treated  by 
him  with  much  favour  and  familiarity.  It  was  thus  not 
diflBcult  for  the  prince  to  give  weight  and  importance  to  the 
impression  previously  received  by  the  industry  of  his 
partizans  :  the  popular  opinion,  accusing  his  father  of  being 
a  bad  Mosleman,  became  prevalent  among  those  who  had  not 
before  taken  any  part  therein  ;  nay,  the  seditious  agents  of 
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the  prince  even  ventured  to  add,  that  having  begun 
publicly  to  favour  the  Infidels,  the  King  Juzef  Beu 
Muhamad  was  himself  in  heart  a  Christian. 

Thetie  dangerous  calumnies  were  soon  bruited  abroad;  when 
the  disatiected,  with  that  mass  of  evil-doers  ever  ready  to 
appear  in  periods  of  tumult,  began  to  throw  off  all  restraint, 
and  dared  to  censure  the  actions  of  their  sovereign  with  the 
most  reckless  insolence:  nay,  some  of  the  boldest  among 
them,  still  further  incited  by  the  concealed  partizans  of  the 
prince,  proceeded  to  demand  his  deposition,  and  on  a  cei-tain 
day,  when  a  crowd  of  these  insurgents  had  assembled  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  Alcazar,  they  commenced  the  insurrection. 
King  Juzef  was  even  on,  the  point  of  renouncing  his   sove- 
reign power  and  placing  himself  in  the  hands  of  his  rebellious 
son,  when  the  ambassador  of  Fez,  a  man  of  high   authority 
for  his  wisdom  and  eloquence,  who  chanced  to  be    at  that 
time  in  the  palace,  went  forth  on  horseback,  and  making  an 
oration  to  the  people,  who  were  assembled  on  the  public 
place,  he  addressed  those  insurgents  with  so  much  energy 
and  grace,  that  even  the  men  of  Prince  Muhamad's  faction 
Avere  persuaded  by  him  to  return  to  their  obedience  and 
the  respect  they  owed  their  sovereign.     He  laid  before  them 
the  many  causes  by  which  they  were  bound  to  refrain  from 
disturbing  the  tranquillity  of  the  state,  made  manifest  the 
horrors  of  civil  war,  and  the  advantage  which  must  result  to 
their  enemies  from  their  discords,  reminding  his  hearers  of  that 
injury  and    impoverishment   of    the  Moslemah  which  had 
ever  been  the  consequence   of  their   internal  dissensions. 
He   furthermore    spoke  of  the   decadence  into  which  the 
empire  of  the  Omeyas,  the  Almoravides,  the  Almohades,  and 
the  Aben  Hudes,  had  successively  been   led  by   no   other 
cause,    each    owing    its    downfall    to    the    prevalence    of 
civil   discords.      The    ambassador    declared    that   as    good 
Moslemah  they  ought  all  to  unite  their  forces  against  the 
Christians,  who   were  their  natural  enemies,  rather   than 
turn  their  arms  against  each  other;  availing  themselves  of  the 
occasion  then  offered  by  the  revolutions  and  disorders  then 
prevailing  amongthelutidels,  who  were  restrained  from  making 
war  upon  them  only  because  their  hands  were  filled  by  their 
internal  dissensions,  and  they  were  thus  deprived  of  the  power 
to  do  so:  he  concluded  by  declaring  that  an  irruption  was  about 
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tube  mado  on  the  Cliristian  territory  without  loss  of  time; 
that  their  oxcrlk-nt  sovoiriifii  Kiiii;  Juzct'  Ben  INluliaiiiad 
^•ould  bc!  Ihi'ir  h'ador  in  tlie  war,  and  that  tlu-y  would 
then  see  how  faithful  a  IMoskMiian,  aiid  how  bravo  as  well  as 
good  a  inoDarch,  tlu'v  had  olVi'iuU-d. 

Tiie  popular  acelainatioiis  here  brought  tlio  words  of  the 
ambassador  to  a  close,  and  he  returned  withiu  tlio  palace  ; 
preparations  were  in  fact  tlicn  couiiiienced  iiiiniediat(>lv  for 
au  Algazia  or  inroad  on  the  territory  of  the  Christians. 
Tiie  troops  for  that  purpose  having  been  made  readv,  then 
poured  over  the  frontier,  when  the  fields  of  Murcia  and 
Lorca  were  made  their  battle  ground.  They  drove  off  the 
flocks  and  herds,  burnt  the  villages,  and  slaughtered  the 
unhappy  occupants  of  the  soil,  or  if  it  pleased  these  ravagers 
to  spare  the  lives  of  the  inhabitants,  it  was  only  that  they 
)night  be  condemned  to  the  pains  of  captivity:  vineyards, 
olive  grounds,  and  gardens,  were  destroyed,  and  the  land 
but  lately  a  fertile  and  smiling  abode,  was  laid  utterly 
desolate.  Then  the  frontier  guard  of  the  Christians  went 
forth  against  the  invaders,  and  fighting  with  varying 
fortunes,  they  recovered  a  portion  of  the  spoil,  insomuch 
that  the  Moslemah  returned  to  Granada  with  a  part  only 
of  the  booty  they  had  seized. 

And  now,  as  King  Juzef  had  entered  on  this  warfare 
against  his  will,  he  was  all  the  more  ready  to  accept  the 
terms  of  truce  proposed  to  him  by  the  King  of  Castille ; 
nay,  there  are  those  who  say  that  he  demanded  the  truce 
himself,  having  become  alarmed  by  the  vast  armaments 
assembling  against  him,  not  in  Castille  only,  but  in  Arragon 
also :  wherefore,  and  to  avoid  greater  evils,  he  concerted  a 
treaty  with  the  Christians,  by  the  advice  of  his  ministers  and 
with  the  consent  of  his  generals. 

Now  it  chanced  during  the  period  of  the  truce  thus 
agreed  on,  that  the  Grand  Master  of  Alcantara,  a  bold 
ambitious  man,  having  collected  a  formidable  number  of 
loos?  and  homeless  marauders,  entered  the  Vega  of  Granada, 
and  laid  siege  to  the  tower  called  Hisn  Egea.  AVhen  this  was 
made  known  to  King  Juzef  he  despatched  the  cavalry  then 
in  Granada  to  meet  those  depredators,  with  as  lart^e  a  force 
of  infantry  as  he  could  gather  at  the  moment.  The  Grand 
Master  then  raised  the  siege  and  ventm-ed  to  march  to  the 
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encounter  of  the  Moslemah ;  but  in  the  battle  which 
ensued  he  was  defeated  and  lost  his  life,  all  his  cavalry 
being  in  like  manner  left  on  the  field ;  but  they  fouglit  as 
do  men  in  desperation,  and  sold  their  lives  dearly:  w-lierefore 
the  conflict  proved  a  sanguinary  one,  even  for  the  Moslemah, 
who  were  the  victors,  while  of  the  Christians  who  entered 
into  that  battle  there  remained  not  a  man  to  relate  the 
history  of  the  day. 

A  short  time  afterwards,  there  came  letters  from  tlie 
King  of  Castille  and  the  commanders  on  his  frontier,  excus- 
ing themselves  for  that  rash  breaking  of  the  truce  by  the 
Grrand  Master  of  Alcantara,  on  whom  they  laid  all  the  blame 
of  the  treachery,  declaring  that  he  had  crossed  the  border 
and  fallen  on  the  Moslemah  territory  without  permission 
asked  or  obtained  from  his  master  the  King  of  Castille.  If 
that  were  so,  he  paid  well  and  justly  for  his  rash  and  pre- 
sumptous  daring.  This  victory  over  the  Infidels  w-as  gained 
in  the  year  79H.  Letters  subsequently  received,  as  above 
related,  and  the  satisfaction  thus  obtained  for  the  wrong 
committed,  then  went  far  to  tranquillise  the  minds  of  the 
Moslemah;  although  the  populace,  excited  by  the  good 
fortune  of  the  battle,  still  demanded  war  against  the 
Christian  kings. 

ISo  long  time  after  these  events  King  Juzef  Ben  Mo- 
hamad departed  to  the  mercy  of  Allah ;  reports  then  went 
abroad  to  the  effect  that  his  death  had  been  brought  about 
by  the  treachery  and  wickedness  of  Ahmed  Ben  Amer  Zelim, 
King  of  Fez,  who  called  himself  the  friend  of  Juzef.  And 
the  mode  in  which  that  murder  was  effected  is  described  by 
those  who  afiirin  the  truth  thereof  on  this  wise. 

Among  other  costly  presents  sent  to  Kiug  Juzef  by  the 
King  of  Fez,  the  latter  is  declared  to  have  included  a 
richly  decorated  garment  which  had  been  previously  steeped 
in  a  poisonous  mixture  of  extraordinary  clUcacy  :  this  robe 
the  king  put  ou  after  returning  from  a  hurried  ride  and  when 
in  a  state  of  perspiration  :  he  was  instantly  seized  with 
violent  pains,  from  which  lie  suffered  grievous  torments 
during  thirty  days,  and  at  the  end  of  that  period  he  died. 
Others  afiii'ii!,  nevertheless,  that  the  death  of  Kiug  Juzef 
was  caused  by  a  malady  with  which  he  had  been  long  afflicted. 

The  intrigues  and  crafty  arts  of  Prince  Muhamad,  second 
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son  of  Kincf  Ju/.ef,  now  prevailed  to  such  an  extent  with 
the  Xo(nu's  anil  Nobles  of  Granada,  that  they  pasweil  over 
the  ris;l\t  of  Prlnee  .luzef,  and  disrep;arding  the  will  of  their 
late  sovereii;n,  whieh  had  destined  the  throne  for  his  iiret- 
born  son,  they  declared  for  Muhamad,  pi-oelaiining  him  with 
solemnity,  even  before  they  had  conferred  tin;  rites  of 
burial  on  the  remains  of  his  father,  On  the  following  day 
the  funeral  ceremonies  were  performed  by  order  of  the  new 
Idnrj,  when  .Tiizef  Ben  Muhamad  was  laid  in  the  Gene 
Alarite,  near  the  tombs  of  his  fatlicr  and  grandfather. 

The  first  care  of  Muhamad,  after  his  accession  to  the 
throne,  was  to  secure  the  person  of  his  brother  Juzef,  and 
although  the  latter,  content  with  the  security  and  quietude 
of  a  private  life,  had  not  left  his  house,  and  gave  no  en- 
couragement to  the  instigators  of  change,  or  the  promoters 
of  insurrection,  yet  the  new  king  resolved  to  deprive  him  of 
his  liberty,  and  sent  him  to  the  Fortress  of  Xiilubania,  with 
orders  that  he  should  be  closely  guarded,  but  that  nothing 
should  be  denied  to  him  which  might  in  any  way  contribute  to 
his  convenience  or  comfort.  Prince  Juzef  was  conducted  to 
his  prison  accordingly,  under  a  strong  escort,  having  received 
permission  to  take  with  him  his  hareem  and  all  the  attend- 
ants required  for  his  household. 

The  King  Muhamad  Ben  Juzef  was  a  man  of  fine  pre- 
sence, and  a  most  lively  genius;  he  was  brave  and  energetic, 
possessed  an  attractive  manner,  and  exhibited  much  aft'abi- 
lity  when  his  object  was  to  gain  the  hearts  of  the  people. 
Apprehensive  of  a  rupture  with  the  King  of  Castille,*  the 
new  sovereign  of  Granada  formed  a  rcsoiution  of  extraordi- 
nary boldness :  proceeding  without  any  of  the  distinctions 
of  royalty,  and  taking  no  company  befitting  his  true  rank, 
he  departed  from  Granada  to  visit  that  sovereign,  under  the 
pretext  of  an  irruption  which  he  had  determined  to  make 
upon  the  Christian  frontier.  Arrived  at  the  border,  he  de- 
scribed himself  as  a  mesvsenger  sent  by  the  Court  of  Granada, 
and  passing  on  to  Medina  Toledo,  with  twenty-five  bold 
cavaliers,  he  there  presented  himself  to  the  King  of  Castille, 
by  whom  he  was  received  with  much  honour;  being  treated 
by  the  Christian  king  with  all  the  evidences  of  an  intimate 

*  Henry  in. 
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friendship.  The  two  inonarGhs  feasted  together,  and  having 
ari'anged  tlie  terms  of  a  treaty  of  peace  and  alliance,  renew- 
ing the  compact  made  by  the  father  of  King  Muhamad,  the 
latter,  highly  satisfied  with  the  King  of  Castille  and  with 
the  result  of  his  journey,  returned  to  his  court,  where  the 
adventurous  voyage  he  had  undertaken  was  not  suspected ; 
nor  was  the  circumstance  known  until  a  long  time  after. 

Before  his  departure  from  Granada,  for  the  visit  above 
related.  King  Muhamad  Ben  Juzef  had  M^ritten  letters  to 
the  King  of  Fez,  excusing  himself  for  the  determination  he 
had  taken  in  respect  to  the  imprisonment  of  his  brother, 
which  he  declared  to  be  requisite  for  the  prevention  of 
discord  and  to  secure  the  repose  of  the  kingdom. 

Some  time  after  the  return  of  the  king  from  Seville,  a 
body  of  the  Christian  cavalry  serving  on  the  frontier  made 
an  inroad  upon  the  temtories  of  Granada,  in  violation  of  the 
treaties  existing  between  their  sovereign  and  the  monarch 
of  that  country.  But  Muhamad  Ben  Juzef,  being  no  less 
crafty  than  he  was  proud  and  ambitious,  would  not  permit 
any  remonstrance  on  the  subject  to  be  addressed  to  the 
Christian  king,  until  he  had  first  exacted  vengeance  with  his 
own  hand:  assembling  a  formidable  army,  therefore,  he 
crossed  the  frontier  in  his  turn.  Falling  on  the  laud  of  Al- 
garve,  and  committing  fearful  ravages  in  the  Comarcas  of 
that  province,  his  troops  drove  off  all  the  flocks  with  their 
shepherds,  burnt  the  villages  and  farms,  of  which  they  cap- 
tui-ed  all  the  inhabitants,  and  laying  waste  the  entire  district, 
they  left  the  whole  country  a  desert.  They  furthermore 
took  possession  of  the  stronghold  of  Ayamonte,  in  which  they 
placed  a  Moslemah  garrison,  and  that  done,  the  invading 
force  returned  in  triumph  to  Granada,  bearing  with  them  a 
rich  booty  in  flocks  and  herds,  many  Christian  captives,  and 
treasures  of  various  kinds. 

Immediately  after  the  incursion  thus  hastily  commanded 
by  the  astute  King  of  Granada,  there  came  envoys  to  the 
capital  of  that  monarch  from  the  King  of  Castille,  requiring 
the  restitution  of  Ayamonte,  and  calGng  on  Muhamad  Ben 
Juzef  to  fulfil  the  conditions  of  tlie  truce  entered  into 
between  himself  and  the  Christian  king;  but  although  the 
reply  of  King  Muhamad  was  cautiously  framed,  and  of 
much  seeming   courtesy,   yet  he   would   hear    nothing   of 
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restorinfy  tlie  fortre.*!S.  He  caused  it  to  be  intimated  to 
the  Kiiitj;  of  Castiilc  tliat  the  irruption  he  had  just  made 
Ava.s  undertaken  solely  lor  the  purpose  of  restraining  the 
insolence  of  the  frontier  <i;uard,  and  declared  that  the 
devastations  committed  on  his  own  territories  by  the 
Christian  soldiery  were  (irst  to  he  taken  into  consideration, 
they  l.aving  been  the  liist  to  violate  the  truce. 

Much  dissatisfied  with  that  reply,  the  King  of  Castillo 
then  commanded  his  generals  on  tlie  frontier  to  make 
incursions  on  various  parts  of  the  kingdom  of  Granada, 
thereby  hoping  to  compel  JNIuhamad  Beu  Juzef  into  a  more 
careful  observance  of  the  compact  made  between  the  two 
princes.  King  IMiihamad  instantly  marched  against  the 
Christians  with  all  his  power,  maintaining  the  strife  with 
varying  fortunes,  but  finding  that  even  his  victories  cost  him 
a  vast  expenditure  of  blood  as  well  as  treasure,  large  num- 
bers of  his  bravest  cavaliers  being  ever  lel't  on  the  field  of 
battle.  The  setting  in  of  the  winter  season,  which  was 
accompanied  by  heavy  rains,  suspended  the  operations  of 
the  war,  commenced  as  above  related  ;  and  at  that  time  tlie 
King  of  Castillo  departed  from  life.  This  event  occurred 
when  Mahamad  was  daily  expecting  to  see  the  Christian 
king  arrive  in  person  to  invade  his  territories  with  an 
overwhelming  force  :  but  death  cut  short  his  steps.  King 
Enriq\ie  of  Castille  was  succeeded  by  his  son  Yahye,*  who, 
being  but  a  child,t  was  incapable  of  holding  the  reins  of 
government ;  and  his  uncle,  Don  Fernaudo,J  a  wise  prince 
and  valiant  general,  ruled  the  state  in  his  name.  The  war 
commenced  by  his  brother  Don  Enrique  was  continued 
by  Don  Fernando  with  much  vigour.  He  marched  with 
a  powerful  army  on  Zahara,  which  he  besieged,  and  the 
place  surrendered  by  capitulation  after  a  short  defence.  He 
then  attacked  the  fortified  town  of  Azeddin,  which  he  took 
by  force  of  arms ;  and  proceeding  thence  to  Seteuil,  he 
laid  siege  to  that  fortress  also.  Here  the  Moslemah  who 
formed  the  garrison  defended  the  place  well ;  and  Don 
Fernando,  perceiving  that  the  struggle  was  likely  to  prove 

*  Jolm. 

t  He  was  not  a  year  old. 

J  Af  erwards  Ferdinand   IV.  consort  of  Isabella,   and  destroyer  of 
the  Moslemah  empire  iii  Spain. 
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a  protracted  one,  despatched  a  portion  of  his  army  to  make 
an  irruption  on  the  surrounding  Comarcas.  The  Christian 
troops  assailed  the  fortresses  of  Priego  and  Lacobin  accord- 
ingly, malnng  themselves  masters  of  both ;  and  during 
the  siege  of  Setenil  they  retook  Ayamonte,  with  the  strong- 
hold of  Ortegicar,  in  which  they  then  placed  a  garrison  of 
their  soldiery. 

.King  Muhamad  Ecn  .Tuzef  did  not  consider  it  advisable 
to  attempt  the  opposition  of  this  conquering  army  by  open 
fights ;  but  hoping  to  exhaust  the  Christian  forces  by 
dividing  them,  he  made  an  inroad  on  tlie  territory  of  Jaen, 
where  his  troops  committed  fearful  ravages.  Don  Fernando 
was  then  compelled  to  hasten  to  the  relief  of  that  district, 
and  he  therefore  raised  the  siege  of  8etenil,  where  the 
Infidels  had  lost  a  large  number  of  their  bravest  cavaliers. 


CHAP.  XXVIII. — Death  of  mxjhamad,  king  of  granada.    he  is 

SUCCEEDED  BY  HIS  BliOTHEE  JUZEF.    TKEATIES    CONCEKTED  BETWEEN 
THE  CHEISTIANS  AND  JUZEF  BEN  .TUZEF.       DEATH  OF  THE  LATTEE. 

Ik  the  following  year  the  King  Muhamad  Ben  Juzef 
marched  against  Alcabdat  with  a  force  of  seven  thousand 
cavalry  and  twelve  thousand  foot-soldiers.  This  powerful 
army  encountered  the  Christians  in  numerous  engagements, 
wherein  both  sides  fought  with  great  bravery,  the  fortune 
of  the  day  continually  varying,  and  victory  declaring  now 
for  one  army  and  anon  for  the  other.  But  as  Moslemah  and 
Christian  alike  beheld  their  best  generals  and  most  valiant 
soldiers  fall  in  that  struggle,  they  began  to  treat  of  peace 
by  common  accord,  and  a  truce  of  eight  months  was  agreed 
on,  Kiiig  Muhamad  despatching  his  envoys  to  the  King  of 
Castille,  with  power  to  answer  the  conditions  and  sign  the 
compact  in  his  name. 

Before  the  period  of  truce,  thus  gladly  assented  to  on 
both  sides,  had  elapsed,  Muhamad  Ben  Juzef  fell  sick,  and 
his  malady  soon  became  so  grave  a  one  that  the  physicians 
despaired  of  his  safety ;  nay,  they  ultimately  perceived 
that  the  termination  of  the  king's  sickness  would  be  no 
other  than  death.  Muhamad  was  himself  compelled  to  be 
of  that  opinion  also,  but  he  saw  with  great  reluctance  that 
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the  end  of  his  days  was  fast  approachiiip;;  and  witli  in- 
tent to  secure  tlie  ixc^s'.'ssiou  of  tlu'  throne  to  his  son,  ho 
determined  that  his  brother  .luxef,  wlio  was  still  a  prisoner 
in  the  fortress  of  Xalubania,  should  be  put  to  death.  Thus 
it  came  to  pass  that  Muhamad,  convinced  of  his  own 
approachin;^^  dissolution — for  God  alone  is  eternal — wrote  a 
letter  to  the  Alcayde  of  Xalubania,  iu  which  were  the  Ibl- 
iowiug  words : — 

"Alcayde  of  Xalubania,  my  Servant, — 

''So  soon  as  thou  shalt  receive  these  my  words  from  the 
hands  of  my  Arraiz,  Ahmed  Ben  Xarac,  thou  shalt  deprive 
my  brother,  Cid  Juzef,  of  life,  and  shalt  send  me  his  head 
by  the  bearer.     See  that  tliou  fail  not  in  my  service." 

When  the  Arraiz  Ahmed  Ben  Xarac  arrived  at  the 
fortress  of  Xalubania  with  the  letter  contaiuins:  this  order. 
Prince  Juzef  Ben  Juzef  was  playing  chess  with  the  com- 
mandant of  the  place  :  they  w-ere  seated  on  costly  carpets  of 
gold  stuft's,  bordered  richly  with  gorgeous  fringes,  and  their 
repose  was  on  cushions  covered  with  tissues  of  silk  and 
gold,  Prince  Juzef  being  supplied  with  every  convenience 
suited  to  his  rank,  and  treated  in  all  respects  as  his  station 
demanded.  "When  the  Alcayde  had  read  the  letter  of  his 
sovereign  it  caused  him  the  deepest  grief,  and  the  consterna- 
tion he  felt  became  manifest  on  his  countenance.  The 
goodness  and  exalted  qujilities  of  the  Prince  Juzef  had  in 
efi'ect  won  the  affection  of  all  who  approached  him,  and  the 
Alcayde' s  heart  sank  within  him  when  the  order  of  Muhamad 
met  his  eyes. 

The  AiTaiz  Ahmed  Ben  Xarac  was  meanwhile  intent  on 
the  execution  of  the  mandate  he  had  brought,  and  exhorted 
the  Alcayde  to  lose  no  time  in  the  fulfilment  thereof; 
but  the  latter,  unable  to  impart  that  cruel  and  inhuman 
decree  to  Prince  Juzef,  stood  silent  and  undetermined. 
Perceiving  the  importance  of  the  order,  and  the  sorrow  of 
the  dismayed  .-ycayde  by  the  perturbation  of  his  counte- 
nance, Juzef  inquired,  "  What,  then,  does  the  king  require  ? 
Does  the  order  concern  my  death  ?  Is  it  my  head  that  he 
demands  ?"  The  Alcayde  then  gave  the  Prince  his  brother's 
letter,  and  when  he  had  read  the  contents  thereof,  Cid 
Juzef  said, 

"  Give  me  a  few  hours  to  take  leave  of  my  family,  and 
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to  distribute  some  parting  gifts  among  the  remnants  of  my 
household!" 

But  Ahmed  Ben  Xarac  replied  that  he  would  not  delay 
the  execution  of  the  king's  command,  seeing  that  his  hours 
had  been  numbered  to  him,  and  the  time  of  his  return  fixed 
to  the  miuute. 

"  Let  us  at  least  finish  our  game,"  returned  the  prince  ; 
"  and  ]  shall  end  by  losing  that  also,  without  doubt." 

But  the  grief  and  cunfusion  of  the  Alcayde  were  such 
that  he  could  not  move  a  piece  without  committing  an  error, 
the  prince  calling  his  attention  more  than  once  to  his  inad- 
vertence. 

While  they  were  still  thus  engaged,  two  cavaliers  arrived 
from  Granada,  proclaiming  Juzef  king,  and  making  known 
to  the  latter  the  death  of  his  brother  Muhamad :  but  still 
doubting  of  his  fortune,  the  new  sovereign  could  scarcely 
believe  in  the  reality  of  what  was  passing  around  him, 
until  the  arrival  of  other  nobles,  who  were  among  the 
principal  men  of  the  kingdom,  brought  confirmation  of  that 
which  the  first  two  had  declared.  The  whole  company 
then  departed  frcTn  Xalubania,  and  repaired  in  all  haste  to 
the  capital. 

The  public  entry  of  King  Juzef  into  Granada  was  a 
magnificent  one,  AU  the  nobles  of  the  kingdom  went  forth 
to  receive  him ;  the  streets  were  adorned  with  precious 
textures  of  silk  and  gold,  extended  on  all  the  houses  ;  arches 
of  triumph  were  erected  at  various  distances,  the  public 
places  and  squares  through  which  he  passed  were  strewed 
with  flowers,  and  the  people  surrounded  him  with  joyful 
acclamations.  Thus  did  lie  ride  through  the  city,  and  as  he 
passed  he  gave  evidence  to  his  subjects  of  the  gratification 
and  allection  with  which  their  cordial  welcome  had  filled 
his  heart.  The  excellence  and  virtuous  qualities  of  Juzef 
Ben  Juzef  were  in  effect  well  known,  and  all  hoped  that 
they  had  found  in  him  a  king  who  should  revive  the  remem- 
brance of  Nazar,  of  Abu  Abdallah,  and  of  other  sovereigns 
his  exalted  and  illustrious  ibrefathers. 

King  Juzef  then  despatched  an  embassy  with  letters  to 
the  King  of  Castillo,  communicating  his  proclamation,  by 
the  unanimous  acclaim  of  the  people,  to  that  monarcli.  The 
ambassador  chosen  for  the  purpose  was  Abdallah  Alahmin, 
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the  muoli-trusti'd  Horvaiit  nnd  frioiul  of  Juzef,  by  whom  lio 
■^vaa  I'har^t'd  to  inakt*  iii:uiit"(\st  the  pncillc  (lis])osition  of  tho 
now  Kiiifj  ot"  (Ifaiiada,  and  to  ('.\|)ivs.s  his  dcsice  to  live  in 
peaco  and  amity  with  the  King  of  the  Christians. 

vMnlallah  .-Xhihrniii  w.-is  favourably  received  at  the  court 
of  IScvdle,  and  the  conditions  of  a  treaty  were  arranged. 
The  principal  clauses  of  that  compact  were  such  as  had 
been  accepted  by  ^Nluhamad  the  brollier  of  Juzef;  and  the 
Castillian  monarch  sent  his  ambassadors  to  Granada, 
submitting  them  to  the  approval  of  King  Juzef,  and 
receiving  his  signature  in  confirmation  thereof.  Kich 
presents  were  sent  by  the  King  of  Granada  to  the  King 
of  Castille  on  that  occasion, — beautiful  horses,  with  mag- 
nificent caparisons,  costly  swords,  and  gorgeous  tissues,  the 
least  valuable  of  the  latter  being  textures  of  silk  and  gold. 

Now  the  truce  concluded  between  the  two  sovereigns 
was  for  two  years  ;  and  when  that  period  had  come  to  a 
close,  the  King  .Tuzef  Ben  Juzef,  who  was  a  cordial  lover 
of  peace,  despatched  his  brother.  Prince  Aly,  to  open 
negociations  lor  the  extension  thereof;  but  the  nobles  of 
Castille  now  proposed  that  King  Juzef  should  declare 
himself  the  vassal  of  their  sovereign,  as  had  been  done  by 
certain  of  the  kings  his  predecessors,  and  that  he  should 
pay  a  fixed  amount  in  gold  each  year,  as  the  sign  of  his 
vassalage  and  in  acknowledgment  thereof  To  this  humi- 
liating proposal  the  infant  Cid  Aly  refused  submission, 
affirming  that  he  had  received  no  instructions  from  the 
king  his  brother,  having  regard  to  so  extraordinary  a 
demand  on  the  part  of  the  Christians.  He  declared  his 
powers  to  extend  to  no  more  than  he  had  already  offered  ; 
and  retired  from  the  court  of  Seville  without  bringing  the 
matter  of  the  peace,  so  much  desired,  to  conclusion. 

Tims  it  happened  that  when  the  period  agreed  on  had 
been  accomplished,  the  infant  Don  Fernando  entered  the 
kingdom  of  Granada  with  a  great  power,  and  laid  siege  to 
the  city  of  Antequera.  The  Moslemah  garrison  made 
frequent  sallies  on  the  besiegers  ;  they  attacked  them  by  night 
and  gave  them  surprises,  wherein  the  most  sanguinary 
combats  occurred,  and  tliereby  much  loss  was  inflicted  on  the 
Christian  army.  To  diminish  this  evil,  therefore,  and  also 
to  impede  the  action  of  the  succours  which,  as  he  foresaw, 
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would  be  sent  by  King  .Tuzef,  the  infant  Don  Fernando 
caused  a  strong  and  high  wall  to  be  raised  around  the 
city  ;  and  this  efl'ectually  prevented  all  entrance  to  as  well 
as  all  egress  from  the  same. 

The  siege  was  then  greatly  protracted,  and  although  the 
brothers  of  the  King  of  Grranada,  Cid  Aly  and  Cid  Ahmed, 
performed  astonishing  deeds  of  prowess,  and  made  unheard- 
of  efforts  to  succour  Medina  Antequera,  they  could  eifect 
nothing  of  moment;  for  which  cause,  the  inhabitants, 
exhausted  by  hunger  and  harassed  by  the  Christiari 
assailants,  were  at  length  compelled  to  resolve  on  capitu- 
lating. They  then  commenced  the  negociations  for  sur- 
render ;  and  after  fixing  the  conditions,  by  which  all  were 
permitted  to  depart,  with  safety  for  their  lives  and  retaining 
their  possessions,  the  city  was  abandoned  to  the  enemy. 
Hasna  Ilijar  and  other  fortresses  of  the  Comarca  sur- 
rendered to  the  Christians  in  like  manner  at  that  time. 

About  the  same  period  the  Moslemah  of  Gebaltaric, 
oppressed  by  their  governor,  became  weary  of  their  sub- 
jection to  the  Kings  of  Granada,  and  wrote  letters  to  Abu 
Said,  King  of  Fez,  oifering  to  acknowledge  themselves  his 
vassals  if  he  would  aid  them  in  their  need,  and  receive 
them  to  his  faith  and  protection.  The  King  of  Fez  was 
much  rejoiced  by  that  embassy,  and  instantly  despatched 
his  brother,  also  called  Abu  Said,  with  two  thousand  men,  to 
occupy  that  important  fortress,  which  is  the  key  to  all 
Spain. 

Yet  the  King  of  Fez  was  not  moved  wholly  by  his  wish 
to  obtain  possession  of  Gebaltaric,  fortunate  as  he  justly 
considered  that  opportunity  to  be:  he  was  partly  induced 
to  the  promptitude  with  which  he  replied  to  the  application 
of  the  inhabitants  for  his  assistance,  by  the  wish  he  felt  to 
see  his  brother  leave  the  kingdom ;  that  prince  being  so 
much  beloved  by  the  people  for  his  many  excellent  qualities 
as  to  give  the  king  cause  for  apprehension,  and  he  feared 
lest  his  subjects  should  deprive  him  of  the  throne  to  exalt 
his  brother  in  his  place.  But  the  Infant  Abu  Said  was  in 
truth  so  upright  a  man  that  the  ambitious  desires  attri- 
buted to  him  by  the  king  were  far  from  his  heart :  sucii  a 
purpose  as  that  of  dethroning  his  brother  had  not  even 
entered  his  thoughts.     He  passed  the  strait  with  his  troops 
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as  coiiiriiaiuliMl,  and  llio  inluibilaiits  of  the  city  having 
opemnl  tluir  p;:itcf<,  the  Alric-au  prince  took  possession  ot"  it 
■witliout  (linirnlLy. 

Tlie  Alcayde  then  retired  to  the  citadel ;  but  perceiving 
tli:it  Ihe  siicc'tnirs  which  lie  had  hdpcd  to  receive  from 
Granada  did  not  arrive,  he  was  compelled  to  enter  into  nego- 
ciations  for  surrender  to  the  Infant  of  Fez,  Cid  Abu  Said. 

At  this  conjuncture  a  hiryje  force  of  cavalry  and  infantry 
arrived  to  the  succour  of  Gebaltaric,  under  the  command 
of  Cid  Ahmed,  brother  to  the  King  of  Granada;  and  these 
forces  commencing  the  siege  of  the  city,  the  Alcayde,  who 
was  on  the  point  of  surrender,  was  thus  eucouraged  to 
hold  out. 

The  Infant  of  Fez  then  required  a  reinforcement  from 
his  brother,  Abu  Said ;  but  the  king,  who  desired  his  ruin, 
sent  him  nothing  better  than  an  insignificant  quantity  of 
provisions  in  a  few  small  barks,  with  a  poor  addition  of 
troops,  supplies  entirely  inadequate  to  meet  his  necessities. 
The  Infant  of  Granada  was  meanwhile  closely  pressirg  the 
siege,  and  Cid  Abu  Said,  perceiving  further  resistance  to 
be  impossible,  made  terms  of  surrender  with  the  besiegers, 
into  whose  hands  he  gave  the  city  without  further  delay, 
stipulating  only  for  the  pardon  of  the  rebellious  inhabi- 
tants, which  was  accorded  by  Cid  Ahmed  at  his  intercession. 

The  Infant  of  Granada  then  placed  a  garrison,  on  whose 
fidelity  he  could  depend,  in  Gebaltaric,  and  departed  for 
the  capital,  whither  he  was  accompanied  by  the  infante  Cid 
Abu  Said ;  but  tlie  latter,  although  a  prisoner,  was  enter- 
tained as  a  valued  guest.  He  was  received  at  the  court 
of  Granada  with  much  honour,  and  King  Juzef  treated 
him  with  the  most  courteous  distinction. 

There  now  came  ambassadors  from  the  Kiag  of  Fez, 
bearing  letters,  in  which  that  sovereign,  after  the  proffer 
of  his  friendship  to  the  King  of  G.'-anada,  requested  the 
latter  to  cause  poison  to  b»  administered  to  his  brother,  Cid 
Abu  Said,  declaring  that  measure  to  be  needful  to  the 
peace  and  tranqudlity  of  his  state.  But  Juzef  Ben  Juzef 
bad  suffered  much  in  his  own  person  from  the  injustice  and 
tyranny  of  a  brother;  he  knew  how  entireh'  worthy  of 
compassion  are,  not  unfrequently,  those  who  lind  themselves 
tiius  persecuted ;  and   far  from  conseutiug  to  perform  the 
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treacherous  office  required  at  his  hands  by  the  Ivin<2:  of  Fez, 
he  showed  the  letters  written  by  his  brother  to  the  Infant 
Cid  Abu  Said,  to  whom  he  offered  his  assistance,  whether 
of  treasure  and  forces  to  carry  on  a  war — if  he  desired  to 
avenge  liimself — or  of  a  secure  asylum,  if  he  felt  disposed 
to  refrain  from  the  resentment  of  his  wrongs,  in  which  case 
the  friendship  of  the  King  of  Granada  was  assured  to  him, 
a  ])alace  and  beautiful  gardens  being  instantly  assigned  to 
the  African  Prince  for  his  habitation  and  pleasure. 

The  Infant  of  Eez  thereupon  conceived  so  profound  an 
abhorrence  of  his  brother's  treachery,  that  he  determined 
to  pass  into  Africa,  and  take  vengeance  for  that  wicked 
attempt  on  his  life.  He  tlierefore  accepted  the  auxiliaries 
offered,  in  that  event,  by  King  Juzef ;  and  having  received 
a  large  amount  of  treasure,  with  a  well-appointed  force  of 
cavalry  and  infantry,  he  set  sail  from  Almeria,  and  crossed 
the  strait, 

AVhile  his  brother  was  counting  him  with  the  dead,  there- 
fore, and  believed  him  to  be  already  sacrificed  to  his  distrust 
and  cruelty,  his  speedy  arrival  with  a  powerful  host  was 
the  intelligence  that  the  treacherous  monarch  received.   The 
bravest  men  of  all  the  Cabilas   were  furthermore  declared 
to  have  taken  part  with  the  Infant,  who  was  said  to  be 
fast  approaching   Medina.   Fez.     The   king   then   marched 
forth  to  battle ;  but  in  the  combat  which  ensued  he  was 
defeated,  and  fled,   taking  refuge  within  the  walls  of  his 
capital,  where  he  was  besieged  by  his  injured  brother:  but 
when  it  was  found  that  the  greater  part  of  tlie  royal  army 
had  been  left  extended  on  the  field  of  battle,  as  an  offering 
to  the  beasts  and   birds  of  prey,  the  populace,  disgusted 
with  their  king,  proclaimed  the  Infant  Cid  Abu  Said  to 
be  their  sovereign,  to  whom  they  consequently  threw  open 
the  city  gates.     He  thus  became  master  of  the  kingdom,  as 
well  as  of  his  brother's  person,  when  the  latter  was  shut  up 
by  Iiis  order :    no  long  time  after  that  event  the  deposed 
King,  Abu  Said,  died  of  sorrow  and  despite.     Grateful  to 
the  sovereign  of  Granada,  the  African  prince  had  meanwhile 
sent  costly  presents  to  King  Juzef  Ben  Juzef,  with  assu- 
rances of  perpetual  friendship. 

At  the   commencement  of  the  year  820,*  the  King  of 
*  14,17.— Conde. 
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Gniiiada,  doubtful  of  liia  succpss  in  the  war  tlien  ras^'in^ 
•with  the  Christ i;uif»,  luado  a  treaty  of  peace  with  the  Kin*^ 
of  Castille,  to  whoiu  on  that  oi'casinu  ho  offered  the 
restitution  of  oiu>  hundred  Cliristiau  captives;  and  tliese 
men  were  restored  to  liberty  witlmut  nuisoiu  accord iiiii;ly. 
To  the  anibassathirs  and  ministers  who  had  nei^ociated  tho 
treaty,  wliich  was  to  continue  in  force  for  the  space  of  two 
years,  Juzef  Hen  Juzef  presented  costly  jewels,  as  was 
the  custom  of  tho  Kings  of  Granada  on  such  occasions. 
From  tliat  time  King  Juzef  liad  peace  with  the  Cliristiaus 
to  the  day  of  liis  death,  and  his  court  became  the  refuge  of 
all  those  cavaliers  who  considered  themselves  to  have 
received  wrong  in  the  kingdoms  of  Arragon  or  Castille: 
to  his  court  they  repaired  for  the  accommodation  of  their 
differences,  of  which  they  made  the  King  of  Granada  the 
judge.  In  questions  concerning  the  honour  of  the  dis- 
putants, Juzef  Ben  Juzef  gave  them  suitable  lists  for 
their  combats ;  yet,  so  sincere  was  his  love  of  peace, 
that  he  ever  did  his  utmost  to  reconcile  the  diirerenccs 
of  such  as  felt  mutually  aggrieved,  causing  many  who  had 
arrived  enemies  to  become  friends  ;  and  these  cavaliers  not 
unfrequcntly  departed  witli  mucli  honour  from  his  court, 
taking  their  journey  homeward  in  company.  Or  when  thia 
might  not  be,  the  lists  for  combat  had  not  well  been  opened, 
and  the  fierceness  of  deadly  conflict  had  scarcely  time  to 
commence,  before  the  king  declared  each  disputant  to  have 
proved  himself  a  good  cavalier,  and  interposed  his  friendly 
offices  for  the  satis'action  of  both. 

For  these  qualities  of  peace  and  good  will  to  all  men, 
Juzef  Ben  Juzef  was  beloved  and  esteemed  by  strangers 
as  well  as  by  his  own  people.  He  was  more  especially  the 
friend  of  the  Queen  Mother  of  Castille,  with  whom  he 
maintained  an  intimate  correspondence  by  letter.  They 
sent  presents  to  each  other  every  year ;  and  when  the  King 
of  Castille  had  reached  the  age  which  permitted  him  to 
assume  tlie  government  of  his  states,  he  prolonged  the  truce 
which  his  ministers  had  made  with  the  King  Juzef,  to  whom 
he  sent  assurance  of  his  friendship.  Thus  the  land  was 
maintained  by  that  excellent  monarch  content  and  flourish- 
ing, his  people  prospering,  amidst  all  the  advantages  of 
peace,  by  his  means.     Nay,  the  Granadines  may  truly  be 
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said  to  have  enjoyed  an  anticipation  of  paradise,  amidst  their 
pleasant  gardens  and  delicious  country  pakcos. 

But  now  as  King  Juzef  had  himself  arrived  at  that  point 
of  his  l'"fe  which  his  destiny  had  decreed  to  be  the  close 
thereof,  and  at  the  hour  which  fate  had  so  marked  on  the 
unchangeable  tablet  of  days,  he  departed  from  this  world 
almost  suddenly,  without  having  previously  given  evidence 
of  any  indisposition. 


CHAP.  XXIX.— Mttley  mohamad  is  proclaimed  king  of  granada. 

HE  IS  DEPOSED.     MOHAMAD  EL   ZAGUIE  IS  ENTHRONED  IN   HIS  PLACE. 
DEPOSITION  AND  DEATH  OF  THE  LATTER. 

On  the  day  of  Juzef  Ben  Juzef's  death,  his  son  Muley  Mu- 
liamad  Nazar  Aben  Juzef  was  proclaimed  king.  This 
monarch  is  known  as  El  Hayzari,  or  the  left-handed,  because 
he  was  indeed  accustomed  to  use  the  left  hand ;  although 
certain  authorities  affirm  that  he  received  that  appellation, 
not  because  he  had  any  natural  defect  of  the  hands,  but  on 
account  of  his  wayward  and  adverse  fortune. 

When  Muhamad  had  performed  the  funeral  obsequies  of 
his  father  with  all  due  ceremony,  and  had  laid  his  remains 
with  those  of  their  forefathers  in  the  Gene  Alarife,  he 
despatched  his  letters  into  all  the  cities  and  principal 
towns  of  every  jurisdiction,  with  commands  that  his  own 
inauguration  should  be  celebrated  with  the  accustomed 
solemnities,  and  requiring  tlie  Walies  and  Alcaydes  to  send 
their  acknowledgments  of  allegiance  and  submission. 

Now  it  is  certain  that  IMuhamad  El  Hayzari  should  have 
carefully  followed  the  example  of  his  father,  whose  reign  was 
the  model  of  good  government,  but  he  did  this  in  part  only  : 
he  maintained  a  good  understanding  with  the  princes  of 
Africa  and  Spain,  despatching  his  amlaassadors  for  that  pur- 
pose, and  renewing  the  treaties  of  iriendship  and  alliance 
which  had  been  formed  by  his  father  Aben  Juzef,  for  the 
safety  and  well-being  of  the  state  ;  but  he  neglected  to  cul- 
tivate the  love  and  esteem  of  his  people,  although  the  best 
and  firmest  support  of  the  sovereign  will  ever  be  found  to 
consist  in  the  allectiou  of  his  subjects.     He  was  a  vain  as 
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well  as  a  proud  man  ;  tlio  miniators  of  state  and  most  dis- 
tinguished generals  of  liis  kingdom  were  treated  by  Mo- 
hamad hut  as  slaves.  His  liaughtincss  became  daily  more 
insulVrrable  to  such  as  were  compelled  to  approach  his  per- 
son, and  in  his  arrogant  assumption  of  a  superiority  over 
bis  fello\v-men,  which  no  high  quality  had  secured  to  him, 
he  would  not  uiifrequently  permit  several  days,  and  some- 
times even  weeks,  to  elapse,  during  which  ho  would  not 
deign  to  give  audience  even  to  the  most  distinguished 
of  his  nobles.  Nay,  the  Walies  and  Viziers  who  came  to 
present  themselves  to  their  sovereign  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  his  directions  or  consulting  him  respecting  the  most 
important  affairs  of  the  state,  were  frequently  refused  admis- 
sion, without  any  better  cause  than  the  capricious  perver- 
sity of  his  will.  The  only  matter  to  which  Muhamad  truly 
gave  his  attention  was  the  preservation  of  amity  and  rela- 
tions of  peace  with  foreign  princes  ;  he  was  careful  to  in- 
fringe no  article  of  the  treaties  agreed  on,  and  to  give  no 
pretext  for  the  breaking  of  the  truce  existing  between  him- 
self and  the  Christian  powers.  Nor  did  he  neglect  those  of 
Africa  ;  the  friendship  of  Muley  Aben  Fariz,  King  of  Tunis, 
was  cultivated  by  Muhamad  as  carefully  as  was  that  of  his 
neighbour  the  King  of  Castille. 

But  all  intercourse  with  his  subjects,  Muhamad  El  Hay- 
zari  disdained ;  he  took  no  part  in  the  chivalrous  exercises  of 
his  nobles  and  cavaliers,  would  join  in  none  of  the  recrea- 
tions suited  to  their  station  and  his  own,  forbade  all  jousts 
and  tournaments,  and  gave  no  evidence  of  sym.pathy  with 
his  people  on  any  occasion.  By  all  these  things  the  son  of 
King  Juzef  early  began  to  excite  the  displeasure  of  his 
nobles ;  and  no  long  time  had  elapsed  from  the  period  of 
his  accession,  before  he  had  become  an  object  of  abhorrence 
to  all  classes  of  his  subjects,  to  the  nobles  and  people  alike. 
After  a  time,  the  only  person  who  held  intercourse  with  their 
sovereign  was  his  Vizier  and  the  Cadi  of  Granada,  Juzef 
Aben  Zeragh,  an  illustrious  cavalier  belonging  to  the  most 
noble  and  most  powerful  family  of  the  kingdom ;  and  his 
authority  sufficed  for  a  considerable  time  to  restrain  the 
infinite  multitude  of  malcontents  who  meditated  the  deposi- 
tion of  their  detested  king. 

But  neither  the  influeuce  nor  the  prudence  of  Juzef  Aben 
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Zeragh  could  at  length  suffice,  and  a  popular  insurrection 
broke  forth,  in  the  midst  of  v'hich  Muhamad  El  Zaquir,  the 
cousin  of  the  king,  was  proclaimed  sovereign  in  his  stead. 
The  people  burst  with  violence  into  theAlcazar,  and  Muhamad 
El  Hayzari  escaped  from  the  hands  of  his  revolted  subjects 
only  by  the  efforts  of  a  few  guards  who  had  remained  faith- 
ful to  him ;  these  men  led  him  through  the  gardens  of  the 
palace,  they  secured  his  departure  thence  to  the  sea-shore, 
and  the  deposed  king  passed  forth  in  the  disguise  of  a 
fisherman. 

Muhamad  El  Ilayzari  then  crossed  in  a  small  bark  to  the 
African  side  of  the  strait,  where  he  sought  a  refuge  with 
his  friend  and  ally  Abu  Eariz,  King  of  Tunis,  who  received 
him  to  his  palace,  entertained  him  with  all  the  honour  due 
to  his  station,  and  assured  him  of  his  aid  in  the  event  of 
fortune  offering  him  an  opportunity  at  some  future  day  for 
obtaining  the  restoration  of  his  rights. 

Muhamad  El  Zaquir*  was  meanwhile  proclaimed  solemnly 
in  the  streets  of  G-ranada  and  all  the  principal  cities  of  the 
kingdom ;  he  gave  festivals  to  the  people,  with  jousts  and 
tournaments  for  the  nobles,  wherein  the  king  himself,  who 
was  not  unskilled  in  the  exercises  of  chivalry,  took  a  con- 
spicuous part ;  he  would  not  unfrequentlj  enter  the  lists 
with  the  most  active  of  the  cavaliers,  when  he  gave  proof  of 
extraordinary  address  in  casting  the  javelin,  and  in  other  feats 
of  dexterity,  avoiding  the  weapon  of  his  opponent  with  infi- 
nite agility,  and  wheeling  his  horse  in  all  directions  with 
considerable  skill.  He  frequently  gave  banquets  to  his 
nobles,  and  found  many  ingenious  modes  of  distinguishing 
his  cavaliers  and  doing  them  honour. 

Tet  the  new  king  was  not  deterred  by  these  amusements 
from  the  care  with  which  he  thought  it  needful  to  destroy 
the  party  of  his  predecessor  Muhamad  El  Hayzari :  thus  the 
Vizier,  Juzef  Aben  Zeragh,  was  compelled  to  depart  from 
the  city  with  many  of  the  cavaliers  who  were  of  his  race  and 
kindred,  seeing  that  these  men  could  not  accommodate 
themselves  to  the  habits  of  the  new  king's  court.  But  not 
content  with  their  departure,  Muhamad  El  Zaquir,  dreading 
the  influence  of  that  powerful  family  in  the  various  parts  of 

*  El  Zaquir  :   the  drunkard. 
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the  kingtloin  wlicrcin  tlu'ir  possessions  wcro  situated,  uiid 
fearing  their  action  on  the  parties  which  they  niijijlit  easily 
nrouse  against  liim,  resolved  to  compass  their  ruin:  these 
important  nobles  wcro  iiovertheless  so  closely  connected 
with  nearly  all  the  great  families  of  Granada,  that  they  re- 
ceived timely  notice  of  his  intentions,  and  secretly  retired  to 
the  kingdom  of  jMurcia.  >Sonie  of  the  more  confiding  among 
them  there  were,  however,  who  remained  in  the  capital,  and 
tliese  men  were  not  long  sufl'ered  to  dwell  there  in  j)eaco ; 
they  w  ere  indeed  soon  made  to  experience  the  rigour  of  the 
tyrant,  who  had  no  sooner  thrown  oft'  all  fear,  and  begun  to 
believe  himself  firmly  seated  on  the  throne,  than  he  suffered 
his  hard  and  cruel  character  to  become  apparent. 

Now  there  had  gone  forth  with  the  Vizier  Juzef  Ben 
7eragh,  some  forty  of  the  noblest  cavaliers  of  the  kingdom, 
and  tliese  men,  as  well  as  himself,  were  all  well  received  and 
hospitably  entertained  in  Medina  Lorca,  by  the  Waly  of 
that  city,  as  they  subsequently  were  in  the  kingdom  of 
Mercia.  In  the  last-mentioned  place  of  their  refuge  they 
procured  a  safe  conduct  from  the  King  of  Castille,  to  whose 
court  they  then  repaired,  there  to  kiss  the  hands  of  that 
sovereign,  and  to  ofter  him  their  respects.  By  King  John, 
the  Granadine  exiles  were  received  with  much  honour,  and 
he  expressed  infinite  regret  for  the  misfortune  of  his  ally, 
Muhamad  El  Hayzari ;  having  subsequently  been  made 
acquainted  with  all  the  facts  of  the  case  by  Juzef  Aben 
Zeragli,  who  related  to  him  furthermore  tliat  his  master  was 
then  at  Tunis,  in  the  court  of  the  King  Abu  Feriz.  The 
Yizicr  of  Muhamad  Ben  Juzef  likewise  declared  to  King 
John,  tliat  no  less  than  one  thousand  five  hundred  noble 
cavaliers,  many  of  them  belonging  to  the  best  families  of  the 
kingdom,  had  been  compelled  like  himself  to  fly  from 
Granada,  and  had  gone  some  to  Africa,  and  some  to  other 
parts  of  the  East,  while  another  portion  of  that  exiled  band 
had  found  refuge  in  his  own  states. 

Hearing  this,  the  King  of  Castille,  who  was  young,  gene- 
rous, and  compassionate,  made  profier  to  the  Vizier,  out  of 
his  accomplished  nobleness,  to  restore  the  deposed  Muhamad 
Aben  Juzef  to  his  throne,  and  castigate  the  tyrant  usurper 
thereof. 

To  assure  the  success  of  the  proposed  undertaking,  it  was 
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then  decided  that  Juzef  Aben  Zeragh  should  proceed  to  the 
court  of  Tunis  in  company  with  the  Alcayde  of  Murcia, 
bearing  letters  from  the  Sovereign  of  Castille  to  the  King 
of  that  country,  even  Muley  Abu  Pariz,  inviting  the  latter 
to  assist  in  recovering  tlie  kingdom  of  Granada  from  the 
hands  of  its  usurper,  and  replacing  the  rightful  monarcli 
of  that  realm  on  his  throne.  The  Castillian  sovereign  fur- 
thermore requested  the  King  of  Tunis  to  send  Muhamad 
Aben  Juzef  into  Spain,  where  Kir^g  John  would  then  take 
counsel  with  him  on  the  means  to  be  adopted  for  reinstating 
him  on  the  throne. 

These  ambassadors  were  favourably  received  by  Abu 
Fariz,  King  of  Tunis,  who  instantly  gave  directions  for 
making  ready  the  train  that  was  to  accompany  Muhamad 
Aben  Juzef  to  Spain  :  five  hundred  cavaliers  and  a  large 
amount  of  treasure,  with  many  costly  presents,  were  thereupon 
prepared  for  the  deposed  King  of  Granada,  previous  to  his  re- 
turn across  the  strait ;  the  Alcayde  of  Murcia  being  charged 
with  rich  gifts  for  his  master  the  King  of  Castille.  Tex- 
tures of  silk  and  gold,  fine  perfumes,  very  delicate  linens, 
and  many  precious  things,  composed  those  presents,  and 
among  other  rarities  were  young  lions  tamed,  with  much 
beside  of  rich  and  beautiful,  such  as  one  great  king  hath 
been  ever  wont  to  ofier  to  another.  All  preparations  being 
at  length  made,  the  two  sovereigns  took  leave  of  each  other 
with  much  affection. 

Proceeding  to  Oran,  the  company  of  Muhamad  El  Hay- 
zari  there  embarked,  and  happily  passed  the  sea,  landing 
from  their  ships  on  the  territory  of  Granada,  and  repairing 
instantly  to  Medina  Vera,  which  city  received  Muhamad  as 
lawful  king  of  the  realm.  Tlie  Vizier  then  departed  to 
Almeria,  whence  the  people,  won  over  by  his  representations 
and  entreaties,  despatched  an  invitation  to  his  master,  hailing 
him  as  their  king  and  lord  :  thereupon  Muhamed  Ben  Juzef 
took  his  way  to  that  city,  where  he  was  received  with  great 
pomp  and  many  intimations  of  love  and  reverence. 

When  the  King  Muhamad  El  Zaquir  received  intelligence 
of  these  events,  he  was  much  alarmed  and  grieved  thereby;  he 
did  not  lose  an  hour  in  useless  delays,  but  rather,  acting 
with  infinite  promptitude,  he  despatched  liis  brother  with 
a  carefully  chosen  body  of  seven  hundred  horse,  to  meet  the 
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Afrionn  cnvalicrs  who  hnd  crossed  tlic  Strait  with  Muhamad 
El  Ilayznri,  and  if  possible  to  get  the  latter  into  his  hands. 
But  niorx^  than  half  these  troops  deserted  the  banners  of 
the  Infant,  and  passed  over  to  the  party  of  their  leoitiinato 
80vereif»n  ;  whereupon  the  brother  of  "Muhamad  El  Zaquir 
returned  to  (Iranada,  not  venturing  to  attack  the  enemy 
Tfith  his  diminished  force. 

Now  by  this  circumstance  the  path  to  his  throne  was 
much  facilitated  for  Muhamad  El  ITayzari ;  he  proceeded  from 
Almeria  to  Gruadix,  when  that  city  likewise  opened  its  gates, 
receiving  him  as  sovereign,  and  the  people  offering  him  the 
oath  of  allegiance  that  same  day.  To  Guadix  there  then 
repaired  many  cavaliers  from  Granada,  and  by  these  nobles 
King  Muhamad  was  encouraged  to  make  no  longer  delay, 
but  march  at  once  on  the  capital,  where  they  assured  him 
that  he  would  be  received  as  well  as  he  had  been  in  Guadix 
and  Alnieria.  Wherefore,  confiding  in  his  fortune,  although 
not  without  some  fear,  the  king  departed  from  Guadix  and 
approached  Granada,  whither  he  was  now  followed  by  an 
innumerable  multitude.  His  numbers  had  indeed  increased 
perpetually  since  the  moment  of  his  arrival  from  Africa ;  and 
this  circumstance  giving  weight  and  authority  to  his  pre- 
tensions, he  was  proclaimed  by  the  populace  from  respect  to 
that  multitude  which  appeared  to  be  in  his  favour ;  but 
from  no  other  motive,  nor  had  they  any  better  cause  for 
their  acclamations. 

Muhamad  El  Zaquir  now  saw  himself  abandoned  by  all 
the  nobles,  and  left,  with  only  a  few  soldiers,  to  encounter 
his  rival  as  he  best  might ;  wherefore,  departing  from  the 
Alcazar  by  night,  he  passed  into  the  fortress  of  the  Alham- 
bra,  where  he  made  good  the  defences  of  the  place,  and 
fortified  himself  to  the  utmost  of  his  ability.  On  the  fol- 
lowing day  the  King  JMuhamad  El  Hayzari  entered  the 
capital,  where  he  was  received  amidst  the  joyful  outcries  of 
the  people :  the  Alhambra  was  then  besieged  with  so  much 
resolution  and  ardour  by  the  soldiers  of  the  king,  that  those 
of  his  cousin,  Muhamad  El  Zaquir,  lost  heart  and  dared  not 
expose  themselves  to  the  fury  of  the  assault.  They  delivered 
their  hapless  chief  to  the  hands  of  his  enemies,  when  the 
unfortunate  Muhamad  El  Zaquir  was  beheaded  without  loss  of 
time;  while  his  children  wereplacedinrigorous  imprisonment: 
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and  so  did  Muhamad,  the  son  of  Juzef,  recover  the  peaceful 
possession  of  liis  capital  and  kingdom. 

Sucli  was  the  end  of  Muhamad  El  Zaquir,  whose  bravery 
had  rendered  him  worthy  of  a  better  fate :  he  sat  on  the 
throne  of  Grranada  two  years  and  a  few  months. 


CHAP.  XXX. — Waes  of  geanada,  and  death  of  juzef  aben 

AlAHMAE. 

"When  the  King  Muhamad  Alhayzari  had  restored  a  cer- 
tain amount  of  order  to  the  affairs  of  his  kingdom,  and  per- 
ceived that  the  fears  entertained  by  his  subjects  respecting 
tlie  mode  in  which  he  might  govern  them  were  to  some  ex- 
tent allayed,  he  reinstated  his  friend,  the  Vizier  Juzef  Ben 
Zeragh,  who  had  ever  served  him  with  unchanging  loyalty 
and  fidelity,  in  the  employments  he  had  previously  held :  he 
then  sent  his  ambassadors  to  the  King  of  Castille,  giving 
that  monarch  thanks  for  Ins  good  ofiices,  describing  to  him 
the  state  of  his  kingdom,  and  proposing  a  prolongation  of 
the  truce  formerly  existing  between  them,  or  rather  desiring 
a  treaty  of  perpetual  peace  and  friendship.  Furthermore, 
and  as  Muhamad  Alhayzari  was  informed  that  King  Tahye* 
was  at  war  with  his  kindred  and  the  rebellious  nobles  of  his 
realm,  he  oifered  him  the  aid  of  troops,  proposing  to  march 
a  body  of  Moslemah  cavaliers  against  his  enemies.  These 
letters  the  King  of  Granada  sent  by  one  of  his  most  trusted 
friends,  Abdelmenam,  a  noble  cavalier  of  Granada. 

Tlie  Ambassador  arrived  at  Burgos,  where  the  King  of 
Castille  then  was,  and  received  a  courteous  welcome  from 
the  Christian  monarch,  but  the  latter  did  not  accept  the 
offer  of  aid  sent  him  by  Muhamad  Alhayzari :  the  matters  iu 
question  were  therefore  confined  to  the  arrangement  of  con- 
ditions for  a  truce,  the  repayment  of  the  treasure  supplied 
to  Muhamad  at  the  time  when  he  was  seeking  the  restitu- 
tion of  his  throne,  and  the  settlement  of  the  sums  to  be 
paid  annually  by  the  King  of  Granada  to  the  King  of  Cas- 
tille, as  an  acknowledgment  of  vassalage,  that  sum  to  be 

*  John. 
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j,aven  in  doubloons  of  gold.  But  on  tho  subject  of  the  trea- 
fiure,  j\luh;iin:ul  Alli;iv/,;iri  rofusod  to  coinj)ly  with  the 
demands  of  th.e  Christian  king,  bidieving  that  tho  latter, 
having  his  hands  filled  with  the  wars  and  dissensions  then 
prevailing  in  Castillo,  would  be  compelled  to  content  him- 
self with  whatevtT  he  might  be  satisfied  to  pnv:  at  a  word,  the 
King  of  Granada  resolved  to  be  ruled  by  his  own  pleasure 
only  in  that  matter. 

Thus  it  happened  that  Abdelmeuam  returned  to  Granada 
without  liaving  found  means  to  make  any  determined 
arrangement ;  nay,  the  King  of  Castille  wrote  letters  to  the 
King  of  Tunis  complaining  of  the  ingratitude  of  IVluhamad 
Alhayzari,  requesting  at  the  same  time  that  Abu  Fariz 
would  not  give  his  aid  to  the  Granadine  sovereign  in  the 
war  which  he,  the  Christian  king,  was  about  to  declare 
against  him,  for  the  purpose  of  compelling  him  to  fulfil  his 
obligations  and  repay  the  amount  of  treasure  which  the 
King  of  Castille  had  expended  in  reinstating  Muhamad  on 
bis  throne. 

To  this  the  King  of  Tunis  replied  by  an  assurauce  that 
he  would  withhold  the  galleys  and  troops  which  he  had  pre- 
pared for  the  service  of  Muhamad  Alhayzari,  and  he  sent 
letters  to  the  King  of  Granada,  advising  him  to  jiay  the  just 
demands  of  the  Christian  King,  to  whom  he  owed  his  crown, 
adding  an  assurance  to  tlie  effect  that  if  Muhamad  Alhayzari 
refused  to  fulfil  that  duty  he  must  expect  no  futher  aid 
from  himself,  Abu  Fariz.  The  King  of  Tunis  then  wrote 
to  the  King  of  Castille  other  letters,  wherein  he  entreated 
that  monarch  to  avenge  himself  with  moderation,  and  not 
carry  to  the  extreme  of  rigour  the  castigation  which  he  was 
about  to  inflict  on  his  kinsman,  Muhamad  Alhayzari. 

But  the  King  of  Granada  was  not  to  be  moved  either  by 
the  counsels  or  menaces  thus  addressed  to  him  ;  and  when 
the  King  of  Castille  had  concluded  a  peace  with  the  Infant 
his  kinsman,  he  ordered  the  troops  on  his  frontier  to  make  an 
inroad  on  the  territorj-  of  Muhamad:  one  body  of  the 
Christian  troops  thereupon  commenced  an  irruption  on  the 
district  of  Ronda,  while  another  fell  upon  the  Government 
of  Cazjorla.  Against  this  last,  which  consisted  principally 
of  cavalry,  King  Muhamad  Alhayzari  advanced  with  bis 
Moslemah,  and  his  good  fortune  enabled  him  to  defeat  his 
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enemies  on  that  occasion,  altbough  a  well-appointed  force ; 
nay,  so  completely  weie  the  Christians  routed,  that  almost 
all  their  number  remained  dead  on  the  field  of  battle.  But 
the  prosperity  of  the  Granadine  arms  was  not  equally  con- 
spicuous in  other  parts  of  the  kingdom:  while  Muhamad  Al- 
hayzari  was  obtaining  a  triumph  over  the  valiant  bands  an- 
nihilated at  Cazorla,  the  Christians  on  their  part  were 
making  themselves  masters  of  his  strongholds  in  various 
districts  of  the  country.  Among  other  fortresses  then  taken, 
■was  the  town  of  Ximena,  and  together  with  the  intelligence 
of  that  loss  came  information  to  Mohamad  to  the  effect  that 
the  King  of  Castille  was  advancing  against  him  with  a  great 
power;  wherefore,  in  much  dread  lest  the  terrors  already 
prevailing  in  consequence  of  that  report  should  cause  an  in- 
surrection to  be  excited  in  Grranada,  Muhamad  left  the  com- 
mand of  his  army  to  his  generals  and  repaired  to  the  capital 
with  a  train  of  five  hundred  horse.  He  then  raised  a  body 
of  twenty  thousand  men,  taken  from  the  inhabitants  of 
Granada,  to  whom  he  gave  arms,  appointing  them  to  serve  as 
the  garrison  of  the  place,  and  to  defend  it  in  the  event  of  a 
siege.  The  Christians  were  meanwhile  devastating  the 
Comarcns  of  Illora,  Taxaxar,  Alora,  Archidona,  and  some 
other  districts  ;  and  that  being  done,  the  King  of  Castille 
retui'ned  into  his  own  territories  with  a  rich  booty,  pro- 
ceeding first  to  E^ija,  and  thence  repairing  to  Cordova. 

And  now,  as  Muhamad  Alhayzari  had  feared,  there  rose 
against  him  a  powerful  party  :  at  this  conjuncture  an  exten- 
sive conspiracy  was  formed  to  dethrone  him,  and  the  repose 
which  he  was  promising  himself  from  the  departure  to  his 
own  land  of  the  Christian  King,  was  again  to  be  interrupted 
by  new  cares.  A  cavalier  of  the  blood  royal,  named  Juzef 
Aben  x^lahmar,  possessing  great  wealth,  and  being  a  man 
of  much  ambition,  conceived  a  hope  of  attaining  to  the 
crown,  and  depriving  Muhamad  Alhayrazi  of  his  kingdom,  by 
means  of  help  to  be  obtained  from  the  Christian  monarch. 
He  communicated  those  desires  and  expectations  to  his 
friends  and  partisans,  who  were  in  large  numbers,  and  by 
common  accord  this  faction  despatched  a  messenger  to  Cor- 
dova, where  the  Christian  king  then  was.  The  envoy 
chosen  by  .Juzef  Aben  Alahmar  was  a  cavalier  of  the  Sene- 
gas, called  Gelil  Ben  Geleil  Aben  Luka,  the  husband  of  the 
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Iniauta,  Ceti  iVtorior,  Avliom  lie  had  married  for  llie  pjreat 
love  that  existed  between  them.  This  Gelil  ]5eii  Geleil 
was  of  a  iiobU'  race,  and  very  brave,  altliougli  of  the  lineage 
of  the  Christians :  he  had  been  exiled  from  the  court  by  tlie 
Kinu:  INLohaniad  Alliayzari,  and  lived  in  banishment  at 
Albania;  to  him,  then,  as  being  well  acquainted  with  the 
Christian  tongue,  the  conspirators  committed  their  embassy, 
charging  him  to  confer  with  tlie  King  of  CastiUe  on  such 
matters  as  concerned  their  rebellion.  On  the  part  of  J  uzef 
Aben  Alahmar  he  was  empowered  to  offer  a  force  of  more 
than  eight  thousand  men,  a  large  ])art  of  that  number  being 
nobles  of  the  best  familes  among  the  Moslemah,  with  whom 
Juzef  declared  himself  ready  to  join  the  Christian  king,  so 
soon  as  the  latter  should  appear  on  the  Vega,  adding  tliat  if, 
as  lie  hoped,  he  became  master  of  the  kingdom  by  the  aid  of 
the  Christian  sovereign,  he  would  be  content  to  remain  the 
true  and  faithful  vassal  of  that   monarch. 

The  proposal  made  by  the  messenger  of  Juzef  Aben  Alah- 
mar was  favourably  received  by  the  Christians,  and  the  rather 
as  their  kiug  had  long  had  it  in  contemplation  to  make  an 
inroad  on  the  Vega.  Aben  Luka  therefore  returned  with 
the  satisfiiction  of  a  successful  envoy,  bringing  the  verbal 
reply  of  the  King  of  Castille,  with  the  promises  desired  by 
Aben  Alahmar,  and  assurance  of  safety  for  all  who  would 
join  themselves  to  his  banners. 

Encouraged  by  the  hopes  thus  infused  into  them,  the 
partizans  of  Juzef  drew  off  gradually  from  the  capital,  under 
the  pretext  of  proceeding  to  take  part  in  the  war  on  the 
frontier;  but  when  the  King  of  Castille  entered  the  A^ega, 
as  he  did  without  long  delay,  Juzef  Aben  Alahmar  instantly 
presented  himself  to  kiss  the  hand  of  the  Christian  Kiug, 
being  followed  almost  immediately  by  the  generals  and 
force  of  his  partizans,  which  did  not  comprise  less  than 
the  eight  thousand  men  he  had  promised ;  a  very  large  por- 
tion of  that  army  being,  moreover,  an  exceedingly  brilliaat 
body  of  cavalry. 

The  King  of  Castille  then  encamped  his  host  on  a  declivity 
of  the  Sierra  Elvira,  whence  he  delighted  his  eyes  with  the 
view  to  be  enjoyed  thence  of  the  beautiful  towns  of  Granada, 
Aben  Alahmar  recounting  to  him  the  names  of  the  prin- 
cipal edilices,  and  pointing  out  the  different  forts  ;  he  more 
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especially  distinguished  tbexllliambra,the  Bermegan*Towers, 
and  the  Albayein. 

The  generals  and  cavalry  of  Granada,  a  valiant  body,  well 
experienced  in  war,  did  not  fail  to  present  themselves  to  the 
Christians,  and  numerous  were  the  conflicts  which  then 
took  place  between  the  skirmishing  parties  of  either  host, 
until  on  a  certain  day  both  parties  came  to  a  pitched  battle 
on  the  open  field — power  against  power.  That  engagement 
was  an  obstinately  contested  one,  and  the  Mosleniah  of 
Granada,  as  well  as  the  Christian  cavaliers,  fought  with 
admirable  valour  ;  the  cavalry  more  especially  distinguishing 
them  selves,  and  bearing  the  heaviest  part  of  that  sanguinary 
combat.  The  carnage  was  horrible  on  both  sides,  and  the 
strife  was  maintained  throughout  the  day,  until  late  in 
the  evening,  when  the  Moslemah  began  to  lose  ground. 
Favoured  by  the  approach  of  night,  therefore,  the  children 
of  Islam  abandoned  the  field,  which  they  left  covered  with 
ina,ngled  corpses  and  saturated  with  the  blood  of  the  slain. 
Never  hath  the  kingdom  of  Granada  suffered  a  more  notable 
loss  than  that  inflicted  by  the  battle  here  in  question,  seeing 
that  the  flower  of  the  cavalry  was  utterly  anrihilated  on 
the  side  of  the  vanquished:  nor  was  the  loss  of  the  con- 
querors, in  that  part  of  their  force,  much  less  complete. 
If,  then,  those  Moslemah  lances,  there  unhappily  directed 
against  each  other,  had  been  turned  against  the  breasts  of 
the  Infidel,  as  they  ought  to  have  been,  they  might  have 
prepared  fjr  the  enemy  of  Allah  a  day  no  less  fearful  than 
that  of  Alarcos,  the  memory  of  which  is  held  in  detestation 
by  all  who  bear  the  Christian  name. 

The  unhappy  result  of  that  encounter  filled  the  hearts  of 
the  people  in  Granada  with  grief  and  dismay ;  yet  the 
presence  of  their  King  Muhamad  Alhayzari,  who  did  not 
lose  courage,  notwithstanding  his  defeat,  prevented  them 
from  taking  any  other  part  than  that  of  defending  them- 
selves, although  the  earth  itself  seemed  to  have  taken  its 
portion  in  the  terror  of  the  Granadines.  Tea,  trembling 
and  quivering,  with  great  shocks,  were  felt,  while  subter- 
raneous cries  were  heard  resounding  through  the  entrails  of 
the  earth,  iu  such  sort  as  to  fill  the  souls  of  the  most  coui'a- 

*  Eed. 
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gcons  Avitli  liorror  and  ck'spair, — tlioso  thirit^a  causing  every 
inau  to  liopo  or  fear  sonio  great  thing,  according  to  tho 
side  on  which  he  stood. 

A\'hen  the  King  of  Castillo  had  laid  desolate  the  whole  of 
the  Vega,  he  broke  \ip  his  camp,  to  the  disappointment  of 
Juzef  Aben  Alahmar,  and  returned  to  Cordova.  JVor  were 
the  mistrust  and  dissatisfaction  of  the  Granadine  insurgents 
and  their  chief  without  cause,  as  they  beheld  tliat  the 
Christian  King,  content  with  tliat  which  he  had  accom- 
plished for  himself,  now  proposed  to  abandon  them,  with  no 
better  prospects  before  their  eyes  than  that  of  tho  loss 
of  their  country,  with  all  they  possessed  therein.  But 
arrived  in  Cordova,  and  as  if  to  console  them  for  his 
desertion,  the  King  of  Castillo  caused  Jiizef  Aben  Alahmar 
to  be  proclaimed  King  of  Granada,  solemnizing  his  accession 
before  all  his  court,  and  in  the  presence  of  the  army,  witli 
renewed  offers  of  aid  for  the  assurance  of  his  success  in 
making  himelf  master  of  the  kingdom.  The  frontier  forces 
of  Castille  were  furthermore  commanded  to  give  their 
assistance  to  Juzef  Aben  Alahmar  for  that  purpose  until  he 
shoiild  be  securely  seated  on  the  throne. 

This  declaration  on  the  part  of  the  Christian  King  pro- 
duced a  great  effect  on  the  prospects  of  Aben  Alahmar, 
since  it  caused  many  towns  of  Granada  to  pronounce  in 
his  favour.  Montefrio  was  the  first  to  raise  his  banners ; 
but  he  was  subsequently  enabled,  by  the  aid  of  his  Christian 
auxiliaries  and  the  efforts  of  his  own  force,  to  make  himself 
master  of  Illora,  Cambil,  Alhabar,  Ortexicar,  and  Taxarxa, 
after  which  there  followed  Hisu-Alloz,  Eonda,  and  Medina 
Loxa,  from  winch  city  four  hundred  cavaliers  presented 
themselves  to  join  his  army. 

From  Ardales  Juzef  Aben  Alahmar  sent  a  letter  to  the 
King  of  Castille,  acknowledging  the  sovereignty  of  the 
latter,  and  engaging  to  pay  a  certain  sum  yearly,  in 
doubloons  of  gold.  He  furthermore  pledged  himself  to  serve 
the  Christian  monarch,  in  his  wars  with  five  hundred  cavaliers, 
and  to  appear  in  the  great  assembly  of  his  nobles,  whenever 
those  Cortes  should  be  held  on  the  hither  side  of  the 
mountains  of  Toledo,  or  failing  his  own  presence,  to  send 
one  of  the  most  considerable  of  his  nobles  as  his  repre- 
sentative   before  the  Christian  King.       Other    conditions 


AD.    1-135-6.]       SUCCESS  OF  JUZEF  AEEX  ALAHMATt.  821 

of  alliance  and  mutual  amity  were  added,  but  those  above 
mentioned  were  the  principal  clauses  of  the  compact. 

Juzef  Aben  Alahmar  then  marched  towards  Granada 
with  a  powerful  army,  and  was  met  on  the  part  of  the 
Grranadine  King  by  the  Vizier  Juzef  Aben  Zeragh,  whom 
his  master,  even  Mohamad  Aihayzari,  had  despatched  to  the 
encounter  of  the  rebels.  A  sanguinary  engagement  was 
then  commenced,  in  which  the  brave  Aben  Zerasrh  died, 
fighting  like  a  lion ;  his  anny  was  then  thrown  into 
disorder,  and  a  total  rout  ensuing,  the  troops  fled  in  great 
terror.  They  took  their  way  towards  the  capital,  where 
those  panic-stricken  bands,  exaggerating  the  multitude  of 
the  host  by  which  thej^  had  been  defeated,  declared  that 
the  greater  part  of  the  combatants  had  remained  dead  on 
tlie  field,  where  they  liad  not  consented  to  give  quarter, 
either  on  the  one  side  or  the  other. 

These  representations,  with  the  fact  of  his  victory,  which 
was  not  to  be  questioned,  increased  the  fame  of  Juzef  Aben 
Alahmar  as  they  did  the  fears  of  the  people  :  almost  all  the 
Taas,  or  juridical  districts  of  the  kingdom,  declared  them- 
selves his  followers,  and  to  avoid  the  losses  and  e^ils  whiclj 
could  not  but  result  from  opposing  him,  the  greater  part  of 
the  towns  threw  open  their  gates,  the  inhabitants  pouring 
out  in  emulation  of  each  other  to  proffer  him  the  oath  of  , 
allegiance.  Juzef  Aben  Alahmar  then  marched  for  Illora, 
and  with  an  innumerable  host  took  his  way  to  the  capital 
of  the  kingdom. 

The  announcement  of  his  near  approach,  with  the  over- 
whelming force  which  he  was  declared  to  command,  caused 
a  fearful  commotion  in  Granada ;  the  lower  classes  of  the 
people  were  seized  with  panic,  and  a  popular  insurrection 
compelled  the  nobles  to  abandon  all  thought  of  opposition. 
Together  with  the  principal  citizens,  they  then  represented 
to  Mohamad  Aihayzari  the  impossibility  of  making  any 
defence,  and  entreated  him  not  to  expose  the  city  to  the 
horrors  of  an  assault,  but  at  once  to  place  himself  in  safety 
with  the  members  of  his  household.  Then  the  king  resolved 
to  do  as  he  was  advised ;  he  took  the  treasures  amassed  in 
his  Alcazar,  with  his  Hareem,  the  two  sons  of  Muhamad  El 
Zaquir,  whom  he  kept  prisoners,  the  most  trusted  of  his 
intimates,  and  such  of  his  partizans  as  desired  to  follow 

VOL.  TII.  T 
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biwi,   with  whom  he  fled  to  Malaga,  Avhere  his  cause  ^Yas 
Btill  niaintaijied  by  a  hirr^c  party. 

Juzl'I'  \  ben  Alalunar  then  made  liis  entrance  into  Granada; 
but  bo  did  80  with  a  force  of  no  more  tliau  six  hundred 
CiiYabei'y,  to  tlio  end  that  all  fear  of  A'iolence  to  be  inilicted 
on  iliciu  bhould  ho  removed  from  the  hearts  of  the  in- 
habitants. He  was  received  by  the  nobles,  who  accom- 
panied liim  to  tlie  Alcaziir  of  the  Alhambra,  where  Aben 
Alalunar  then  assembled  tiie  Xeqiies,  Walies,  Alcaydes  and 
.Judges  of  the  kingdom,  fro7n  whom  he  received  a  solemn 
oath  of  allegiance  as  tlaeir  hing,  and  then  passed  through 
ti\c  city  with  great  pomp.  Thus  did  Juzcf  become  possessor 
of  the  throne,  after  Mohamad  Alhayzari  had  occupied  it 
tiiree  years  from  the  day  of  his  restoration. 

The  new  sovereign  now  despatelied  an  embassy  to  the 
Xing  of  Castillo,  assuring  that  monarch  of  his  gratitude, 
'declaring  himself  his  obedient  vassal,  and  ofiering  to  pay  to 
.the  Christian  a  yearly  amount  of  gold  equal  to  that  which 
ha.d  been  transmitted  to  Castillo  in  times  j^ast  by  his  pre- 
decessors. The  letter  written  by  Aben  Alahmar  on  that 
.o<;casiou  was  in  the  following  words : 

"  Juzcf  Muhamad  Aben  Alalunar,  King  of  Grranada,  your 

subject,  kisses  your  lumds.     Commending  myself  to  your 

favour,  I  beg  you  to  know  that  I  departed  from  Illora  and 

marched  towai'ds  the  city  of  Granada,  whence  there  came 

foTth  to    receive    me   all   the  nobles   of  the    same,   who, 

idssing  my  hands  as  their  sovereign  and  lord,  resigned  to 

me  the  fortress  of  the  Alhambra.     All  this,  my  lord,  hath 

.been  accomplished  by  the  favour  of  God  and  the  good 

ibrtune  of  your  aid.     The   King   Alhayzax-i   hath  fled   to 

Malaga,  taking   with    him    the    brother    of    the   Alc^yde 

A-buaf,  his  nephew,  with  the  two  sons   of  Muhamad   El 

.Zaquir,  whom,  as  it  is  said,  he  hath  commanded  his  servants 

to    put    to    death:    before    his    departure    he    plundered 

iiie  Alcazars  of  all  that  they  contained,  and  these  treasures 

lie  hath  borne  with  him  to  his  place  of  refuge.     Now,  my 

iord,  with  the  help  and  favour  of  God,.ajid  by  the  aid  of  your 

potent  succours, — which  ma}-   God   prosper! — there    hath 

marched  against  him  Don  Gomez  Ribera,  your  Commandant 

«f  the  Frontiers,  with  certain  of  m.y  own  cavaliers.     Wiien 

these  forces  have  arri\'ed  at  Idaiaga,  they  will  attack  the 
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jilfice  of  liis  abode,  wlien  by  tlie  favour  of  God,  and  tbe  aid 
of  your  Highness,  I  may  hope  soon  to  have  him  in  my 
hands." 

This  letter  "n'as  sent  b}'  Juzef  Abeu  Ahihtnar  to  the  court 
of  Seville  by  the  hands  of  a  noble  cavalier,  who  was  well 
j-eceived  by  the  King  of  Castillo,  the  good  news  he  brought 
being  a  cause  of  much  rejoicing  to  that  monarch.  At  the 
same  time  there  came  an  envoy  from  the  King  of  Tunis, 
bringing  letters,  in  which  Abu  Fariz  entreated  the  King  of 
Castillo  to  keep  measures  .with  Muhamad  Alhayzari,  his 
kinsman,  nor  suffer  him  to  be  ruined  and  despoiled  of  his 
kingdom.  These  complaints  of  the  King  of  Tunis  reached 
the  Sovereign  of  Castille  through  the  hands  of  a  Genoese 
merchant,  and  the  Christian  King  replied  by  transmitting 
his  excuses  to  the  African  Monarch,  Abu  Tariz,  for  the  part 
he  had  taken  in  that  matter. 

Six  months  had  Aben  Alahmar  reigned  happily  in 
Granada,  when  he  was  interrupted  by  death,  whose  hand  is 
ever  occupied  in  disturbing  the  projects  and  destroying  the 
delights  of  men.  He  had  become  old,  and  being  moreover 
infirm,  could  not  sujiport  the  cares  of  government,  which, 
lie  had  undertaken  with  an  immoderate  fervour  of  zeal 
His  death  brought  the  dissensions  which  had  previously 
divided  the  Granadine  people  to  a  close,  and  all  parties  now 
uniting,  agreed  to  proclaim  the  exiled  and  fugitive  King 
Muhamad  Alhayzari,  who  -returned  to  occupy  his  throne  for 
the  third  time.  The  news  of  Juzef  Aben  j^lahmar's  death 
had  reached  him  in  Malaga,  and  he  did  not  fail  to  rejoice 
therein  as  at  the  departure  of  an  enemy.  He  took  certain 
precautions  by  way  of  ascertaining  tbe  sincerity  of  tliose 
who,  having  proclaimed  him  King,  now  invited  him  to 
return  to  Granada ;  and  it  was  not  nntil  he  had  received 
assurance  of  their  fidelity  that  he  set  forth  on  his  way  to 
the  capital ;  but  his  mind  being  set  at  rest  on  that  point, 
he  repaired  thither  with  much  content. 

A  cavalier  of  high  degree  and  much  esteemed  in  Granada, 
named  Abdelhac,  was  now  appointed  to  be  his  Vizier  by  the 
restored  king,  who  was  advised  by  that  minister  to  send 
liis  ambassadors  without  delay  to  the  King  of  Castille,  and 
to  Aben  Fariz,  King  of  Tunis,  to  the  end  that  all  cause  of 
discord  between  those    monarchs   then    existing    on  his 
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account  might  conse:  this  ]\roli;iina(I  Alliayzari  did  with 
very  good  will,  when  a  truce  for  the  space  ot"  one  year  was 
agreed  to  by  the  Clu-istiau  king,  that  truce  being  after- 
wards prolonged  by  twelve  months  more. 

But  the  time  of  that  prolonged  truce  had  l)ut  just 
elajiscd  before  the  Christians  fell  upon  the  territories  of 
Granada,  and  took  the  fortilied  town  of  Beni  ]\faiirel,  after 
a  stubborn  resistance  on  the  part  of  the  inhabitants,  and 
many  a  tierce  assault  made  on  its  walls.  On  the  side  of 
Murcia,  the  cavalry  forming  the  frontier  guard  of  the 
Christians,  led  on  by  the  brave  Eayard,  also  poured  into 
the  kingdom  of  Granada,  where  they  were  met  by  Abdclbar, 
the  Vizier  of  Granada,  with  a  well-appointed  force  of  horse- 
men from  that  capital  and  from  the  Algarve.  The  two 
armies  having  arrived  in  presence,  a  well-contested  battle 
was  fought,  in  which  the  Christians  were  defeated,  their 
valiant  general,  who  laboured  to  maintain  the  field,  even 
after  the  greater  part  of  his  people  were  in  flight,  remaining 
dead  on  the  scene  of  carnage. 

At  the  same  time,  a  strong  body  of  the  Christian  troops 
made  themselves  masters  of  the  city  of  Huesca,  by  force  of 
arms.  The  place  was  vigorously  defended  by  the  Moslemah 
garrison,  but  after  a  grievous  mortality,  the  city  was  taken 
by  the  Infidel,  when  the  brave  defenders  retired  to  the 
citadel,  where  they  were  closely  besieged  by  their  enemies. 
The  Arraiz  of  Baza  El  Cawmi  now  hastened  to  their  assistance, 
and  cutting  hisway  through  the  Christian  force,  he  succeeded 
in  throwing  succours  into  the  castle  ;  but  the  provisions  of  the 
garrison  being  totally  exhausted,  and  their  munitions  of 
war  likewise  entirely  expended,  they  were  compelled  to  re- 
sort to  negociations,  and  surrendered  their  stronghold,  from 
which  the  Moslemah  were  permitted  to  march  forth  in 
security. 

CHAP.  XXXI. — Waes  between  the  moslemak  and  cheistians. 

MUHAMAD  EL  HATZAEI    IS    DETHRONED    BY    MUHAITAD   ABEN  OZIIIN. 
ANOTHEE  PAETY  PEOCLAIMS  ABEN   ISMAIL. 

In   the  year  840*  the  general  of  Muhamad  and  Vizier  of 
Granada,  Adelbar,  defeated  the  Christians  in  the  narrow 

*  A.D.  liZe.—  Conde, 
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defiles  in  the  Comarca  near  Medina  Archidona,  to  the 
vicinity  of  which  city  he  pursued  tlieir  ilying  bands,  among 
whose  numbers  the  Moslemah  lance  made  a  cruel  carnage. 
The  enemy  of  Allah  had  proposed  to  himself  the  surprise  of 
that  city,  towards  which  they  had  marched  with  infinite 
caution,  by  unaccustomed  ways ;  but  the  Vizier  Abdelbar 
was  awaiting  them  in  a  difficult  pass,  when  he  attacked  and 
threw  them  into  disorder,  as  hath  been  related.  In  the 
frightful  slaughter  which  then  followed,  the  Moslemah  took 
the  banners  of  the  Grand  Master  of  Alcantara,  by  whom  the 
Infidel  force  M-as  conducted:  all  his  people  were  either 
captured  or  put  to  death,  and  the  Grand  Master  himself 
escaped  only  by  the  fleetness  of  his  horse,  with  a  very  few 
cavaliers  of  his  train. 

The  Vizier  then  passed  on  to  attack  the  Christians  before 
Huelma,  to  which  city  they  were  laying  siege ;  but  they 
did  not  dare  to  venture  a  battle  with  the  brave  and 
victorious  Abdelbar,  and  being  compelled  to  strike  their 
camp,  those  Infidels  then  retired  towards  Jaen. 

In  the   following  year  of  81.1  the  same  general  fought 
various   battles   with   the   enemy   of  Allah,   in   which   he 
contended  with  prosperous  fortunes,  more   particularly  in 
the  Comarcas  of  Guadix  and  the  Vega  of  Granada  :  in  these 
conflicts  many  of  the  bravest  and  most  distinguished  generals 
of  Castillo   met   their  death.     In  the  year  following,  the 
frontier  guard  of  Murcia,  led  by  the  governor  Aben  Fayard, 
entered   the   territory   of    the    Moslemah,    attacking    the 
fortified   towns  of  Velad  Blanco  and  Velad  Eubio,  which 
surrendered  by  capitulation,  the  inhabitants  consenting  to 
remain  therein  as  Mudexares  or  tributaries,   subject  to  the 
King  of  Castillo  :  by  that  resolve  they  delivered  themselves 
from  the    perpetual  vexations   and   oppressions   caused  to 
them  by  the  frontier  guard  in  their  never-ceasing  irruptions. 
"With   the   same  intent  the  cities  of  Guadix  and  Baza 
desired   to   make   terms   of  surrender   with   the    King   of 
Castillo  ;  but  they  wished  at  the  same  time  to  remain  free, 
nor  be  subjected  to  the  rule  of  his  governors,  and  to  take 
no  part  in  the  wars  that  might  be  thenceforward  declared. 
The  King  of  Castille  on  his  part  would  have  had  them  give 
up  their  fortresses,  to  the  end  that  he  might  place  Christian 
garrisons  therein,  and  make  war  on  the  Granadines  from 
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those  8trone;hokls,  and  as  the  inhabitants  would  not  consent 
to  that  arrangnnent,  tlicy  could  come  to  no  conditions : 
wherelViro,  for  that  year,  Guadix  and  Baza  did  not  escape 
the  inroads  and  devastations  ot"  the  Christian  army, 
■wliich  were  fearfully  cruel.  Medina  Galera,  and  other 
fortified  towns,  were  at  the  same  time  occupied  by  the 
Intidi'l,  with  the  above-mentioned  stipulation,  that  the 
inhabitants  namely  were  to  remain  as  the  Mudexarea  of 
Castille. 

The  Christians  now  laid  siege  to  Gebnltaric  also,  and  wore 
led  to  that  expedition  by  the  Lord  of  Niebla  ;  but  the  people 
of  the  city  marched  forth  against  them,  and  falling  on  their 
camp  by  night,  when  they  were  least  expected,  the  besiegers 
were  thrown  into  the  utmost  confusion.  In  that  panic,  and 
flying  without  order,  large  numbers  w'ere  drowned  in  the 
river  Palmones,  which  had  been  swollen  by  the  rains.  Here 
the  Lord  of  Niebla  himself,  with  many  of  the  people  who 
had  escaped  the  swords  of  the  brave  Moslcmah  who 
defended  Gebaltaric,  perished  in  their  flight.  But  not  so 
fortunate  were  the  people  of  Huelma,  they  being  compelled 
to  surrender  their  city  to  the  Christians  led  by  the  Lord  of 
Buytrago :  that  general  was  a  distinguished  poet  as  W'ell  as 
great  soldier,  and  he  permitted  the  inhabitants  of  Medina 
Huelma  to  depart  in  safety. 

At  the  same  time,  the  brave  general  Aben  Zeragh,  son  of 
the  Vizier  of  Muliamad  Alhayrazi,  even  Juzef  Ben  Zeragh, 
marched  against  the  Christians,  who  were  devastating  the 
Comarcas  under  the  command  of  Don  Fulari  Perea,  the 
governor  of  Cazorla.  The  two  armies  encountered  each 
other  in  a  spacious  plain,  either  attacking  its  opponent  with 
a  chivalrous  determination  :*  they  fought  all  that  day  with 
so  much  steadiness  and  animosity  that  the  combatants 
seemed  rather  to  be  wild  beasts  in  deadly  conflict  than 
men  who  had  gone  forth  to  battle.  Tet  did  the  brave 
Aben  Zeragh  perform  acts  of  such  extraordinary  prowess, 
and  so  closely  pressed  the  Christian  force,  that  he  finally 
defeated  his  redoubtable  foe :  but  he  paid  for  that  advantage 

*  The  exquisite  naivete  of  the  original,  "Con  gentil  dcniiedo,"  is 
here  unliappily  lost,  being  but  poorly  rendered  by  the  plirase  in  the 
text.—TV, 
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with  his  life :  lieated  by  the  carnage,  and  neglecting,  in  the 
midst  of  the  horrors  around  him,  to  give  any  attention  toi 
the  many  wounda  he  had  received  in  the  course  of  that  long 
day's  fight,  the  valiant  soldier  bled  to  death  on  the  field  of 
his  triumph.  The  governor  of  Cazorla,  Don  Fulari  Perea, 
who  was  a  very  brave  cavalier,  died  in  like  manner  on  that 
field,  as  did  nearly  all  his  people,  seeing  that  very  few  of 
them  found  means  to  escape. 

The  result  of  this  battle  caused  the  people  of  Castille  to- 
lose  heart  for  that  time,  and  they  no  longer  ventured  to 
appear  in  the  territories  of  Grranada.  On  the  Moslemah 
side  the  death  of  their  illustrious  leader  Aben  Zeragh  was 
very  deeply  deplored  in  all  the  kingdom,  but  more  especially 
by  the  noble  youth  and  ladies  of  Grranada,  by  whom  he  was 
much  beloved  for  the  graces  of  his  person  and  the  nobility 
of  his  character. 

And  now,  as  the  kingdom  of  Castille  had  become  tho 
scene  of  new  revolutions  and  disorders,  so  it  would  appear- 
that  the  contagion  had  extended  to  Granada ;  many  cavaliera 
of  that  city,  ofiended  by  their  King  Muhamad  Alhayzari, 
having  departed  from  his  capital  and  repaired  to  the  court 
of  Seville,  where  they  entered  the  service  of  the  Castiiliaii 
king.  The  principal  person  among  these  malcontents  waa 
Muhamad  Aben  Ismail,  nephew  of  the  king,  who  considered 
himself  aggrieved  by  his  uncle,  because  the  latter,  refusinf^ 
his  consent  to  a  marriage  which  Muhamad  Ben  Ismail 
desired  to  contract,  had  preferred  another  cavalier,  who  wa» 
much  in  his  intimacy,  and  to  whom  he  had  given  the  lady 
in  dispute. 

Nor  was  this  the  sole  disquietude  which  then  menaced 
the  tranquillity  of  the  kingdom :  another  nephew  of  the  kin^, 
called  Aben  Ozmin,  who  was  then  in  Almeria,  being  made- 
acquainted  with  the  dissensions  which  had  arisen  between 
those  cavaliers  of  Grranada  and  hia  uncle,  ]\luha  nad  Alhay- 
zari, repaired  in  secret  to  the  capital  with  a  largo  number  of 
his  partizaus.  Here,  by  distributing  vast  suras  of  money 
among  the  populace,  while  he  brought  fuel  to  the  fire  af 
those  passions  which  were  I'aging  among  the  disaffected 
nobles,  Aben  Ozmin  contrived  in  a  short  time  to  excite  thv 
minds  of  the  people  to  revolt.  The  culpable  endeavours  o 
his  partizans  having  brought  about  an  insurrection,  Aben , 
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Uzniiii  obtained  possession  of  tho  Alhambra;  tliia  waa 
Ibllowed  by  bia  occupatiun  of  nil  tlic  otiier  fortresses  of  tbe 
cupital,  when  tbe  rebellious  iiopbew,  baviiig  taken  bia 
sovereign  and  kinsman  prisoner,  did  not  besitate  to  place 
him  in  rigorous  confinement.  Tims  was  tbis  unlucky  prince 
deposed  for  tbe  tbird  time,  after  be  bad  sat  on  tbe  throne 
tbirteen  years. 

Mubamad  Aben  Ozmin  was  tben  proclaimed  king,  yet 
not  witb  tbe  unanimous  consent  of  tbe  people,  many  of 
tbose  wbo  bad  at  iirst  appeared  among  bis  partizans  now 
deserting  bim,  and  otbers  attacbing  tbemselves  to  a  powerful 
party  formed  by  tbe  illustrious  Vizier  Abdelbar,  wbo  bad 
retired  to  Montefrio  witb  all  bis  kindred  and  friends.  Tbis 
tiudden  and  unlooked-for  revolution  took  place  in  tbe 
year  849.* 

Tbe  Vizier  Abdelbar  now  perceiving  tbat  it  would  not  be 
possible  to  reinstate  tbe  deposed  king,  Mobamad  Albayzari, 
on  bis  throne,  and  convinced  tbat  even  to  raise  a  voice  in 
his  favour  would  but  serve  to  hasten  tbe  royal  captive's 
death,  despatched  letters  to  the  Infant  Aben  Ismail,  wbo 
was  then  in  Castille,  and  to  whom  he  offered  the  kingdom  of 
Grranada. 

Now  the  Vizier,  believing  it  probable  that  Aben  Ismail 
might  be  impeded  in  his  wish  to  leave  Castille  by  tbe  King 
of  tbe  Christians,  sent  these  letters  with  much  caution, 
having  written  them  in  a  certain  secret  manner,  known  only 
to  himself  and  the  Infant  Aben  Ismail, — nor  was  this  all': 
the  messengers  whcm  he  chose  were  two  nobles  of  his  own 
house ;  but  he  caused  those  cavaliers  to  proceed  to  the 
court  of  Castille  in  disguise,  and  thus  it  was  tbat  they 
presented  themselves  to  Aben  Ismail,  with  whom  they  found 
means  to  speak  in  private,  and  to  whom  they  proposed  a 
secret  departure  from  CastUle. 

But  the  Infant,  confiding  in  the  generosity  of  the 
Christian  king,  would  not  consent  to  leave  tbe  country 
without  bis  knowledge  ;  he  therefore  consulted  bim  openly 
on  that  affair,  making  known  the  business  on  which  the 
(xranadino  cavaliers  bad  been  sent,  and  the  proposals  made 
to   him.      Then   tbe    Christian   king   not   only    threw   no 

*  A.D.  14,4,5.— Conde. 
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obstacle  iu  tlie  way  of  his  departure,  but  offered  him  his 
assistance,  aud  gave  him  letters  to  the  generals  on  his 
frontiers,  commanding  them  to  aid  the  Moslemah  prince  for 
the  fulfilment  of  his  purpose. 

The  Infant  Abeu  Ismail  then  commenced  his  return  to 
Granada,  having  in  his  company  certain  cavaliers  who 
belonged  to  the  service  of  the  King  of  Castille.  AVhen  he 
reached  the  frontier,  Aben  Ismail  was  joined  by  the  generals 
and  governors  of  the  border,  who  followed  him  with  a 
brilliant  force  of  cavalry,  and  they  proceeded  to  Medina 
Montefrio.  Arrived  within  a  certain  distance  of  that  citv, 
the  Infant  was  received  by  Abdelbar,  who  had  come  forth 
to  meet  him,  and  he  was  there  proclaimed  King  of 
Granada. 

Meanwhile,  Aben  Ozmin,  who  was  reigning  as  king  in 
Granada,  receiving  information  to  the  efl'ect  that  the 
Christians  were  favouring  his  cousin,  determined  to  avenge 
himself  on  those  Infidels :  he  attacked  their  fortress 
accordingly  with  a  powerful  host,  being  the  more  effectually 
encouraged  to  that  step  by  the  wars  and  revolutions  then 
dividing  the  kingdom  of  CastiUe.  "With  a  mar/ellous  dili- 
gence, Aben  Ozmin  led  his  troops  against  the  fortified  town 
of  Benamaurel,*  which  he  besieged  and  assaulted  with 
great  violence.  The  resistance  offered  by  the  garrison  was 
overcome,  and  he  entered  the  place  by  force  of  arms,  putting 
to  death  or  taking  captive  all  the  Christians  who  had  aided 
in  the  defence  of  the  place  :  among  the  latter  was  Herrera, 
the  Alcayde  of  Benamaurel. 

The  frontier-guard  of  Andalusia,  intimidated  by  tliat 
successful  commencement,  now  no  longer  desired  to  await 
the  onslaught  or  impede  the  progress  of  the  victorious 
king,  Muhamad  Aben  Ozman,  the  fury  of  whose  attack  at 
Benamaurel  appears  to  have  inspired  terror  into  their  hearts  : 
he  therefore  marched,  without  meeting  resistance,  to  the 
stronghold  of  Aben  Zulema,  which  was  defended  by  a  brave 
garrison  of  the  Christians.  By  means  of  the  Alcayde 
Herrera,  who  was  his  prisoner,  tlie  conqueror  Aben  Ozman 
then  proposed  to  those  troops  to  surrender,  and  not  expose 
themselves  to  the  miserable  fate  which  had  befallen  their 
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brethren  of  Bonmnmircl ;  but  the  Clirietian!",  despising  thp?o 
menaci's,  refused  to  resii^n  their  trust  ;  ■whereupon  the 
Moslemali  caviiliorfi  attacked  Ihem  '.vitli  snoli  ardour  that 
no  foree  could  resist  the  im])etuoaity  of  their  charc;e ;  the 
fortress  was  uUiinatel}'  t:ikeu  by  escalade,  and  not  a  iiiar!  of 
nil  Avho  were  in  it  was  suffiiTcd  to  esrnpe  with  lif(>.  Tho 
Kiiio^  Abeu  ()/,inin  then  returned  in  triumph  to  Granada, 
liis  troops  hiden  with  the  rich  spoils  they  had  gathered  in 
treasures,  captives,  and  Hocks. 


I 


CHAP.  XXXII. — Aben  ozmiit  is  compelled  to  fly  trom  geanada. 

rnOCLAMATION  OP  THE  KING  ABEN  ISMAIL. 

IiT  the  following  year,  the  King  of  Grranada^  Aben  Oznrin, 
divided  his  forces  into  several  bodies  ;  some  of  these  he 
directed  on  different  points  of  the  frontiers,  while  ho  de- 
tached another  against  his  cousin  Aben  Ismail.  Tho 
principal  division  of  these  troops  was  commanded  by  the 
king  in  person,  and  entering  with  that  force  on  the  territory 
of  Andalusia,  he  took  the  cities  of  Huesca,  Velad  Abiad,  and 
Velad  Alahmar.  Having  placed  garrisons  in  those  for- 
tresses, he  plundered  and  laid  waste  the  neighbouring 
Comarcaa,  taking  captiA-'e  large  numbers  of  men  and  women, 
with  flocks  and  herds  in  vast  abundance  :  that  done,  and 
laden  -u-ith  an  inestimable  booty,  Aben  Ozmin  returned 
rich  and  well  satisfied  to  Medina  Granada. 

And  now,  as  the  King  Aben  Ozmin  was  made  acquainted 
with  the  dissensions  which  had  once  more  arisen  between 
the  King  of  Castillo  on  the  one  side,  and  the  Kings  of 
Arragon  and  IS'avarre  on  the  other,  he  resolved  to  attempt 
the  turning  of  those  discords  to  his  own  account,  and  sent 
envoys  bearing  letters  to  the  two  last  mentioned  sovereigns, 
wherein  he  proposed  to  form  an  alliance  with  them  against 
the  King  of  CastiHe.  AVith  these  messengers  Aben  Ozmin 
sent  many  costly  presents  also  ;  as,  for  example,  fine  horses 
with  splendid  caparisons,  tissues  of  silk  and  gold,  magnifi- 
cently jewelled  arms,  and  many  orther  precious  gifts.  The 
treaties  then  concerted  between  the  Moslem  ah  King  of 
Granada  and  those  Cliristians  went  to  the  eficct  tliat  Aben 
Ozmin  should  enter  the  territories  of  the  King  of  Castilie 
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witli  a  powerful  army,  wlii]e  the  Kings  of  Navarre  and 
Arragon  should  fall  on  them  in  like  manner,  each  from 
his  own  borders. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  year  following  Aben  Ozmin 
assembled  his  forces  accordingly,  and  made  irrnptions  on 
the  kingdom  of  Murcia,  which  belonged  to  the  King  of 
Castille  ;  he  then  pillaged  and  burnt  the  villages  and  farms, 
leaving  desolation  wherever  he  appeared.  The  Christian 
general,  Don  Tellez  Giron,  went  forth  against  him  with  his 
troops,  and  a  battle  was  fought  in  the  vicinity  of  Medina 
Chinchilla  ;  when  the  brave  Aben  Ozmin  defeated  the 
Infidels,  killing  and  taking  captive  large  numbers  of  thera, 
whom  he  bore  in  triumpli  to  Granada.  In  the  next  year, 
and  still  continuing  in  allianee  with  the  Kings  of  Arragon 
and  Navarre,  the  Moslemah  sovereign  once  more  fell  upon 
the  territories  of  tlie  Christians,  cutting  up  the  fields  of 
Andalusia  and  causing  infinite  terror  to  all  the  dwellers  m 
that  land.  They  were  indeed  in  much  fear  lest  the  vic- 
torious Aben  Ozmin  should  march  on  Cordova  and  lay  siege 
to  that  city,  but  he  contented  himself  with  devastating  the 
district  of  Arcos,  and  having  driven  off  all  the  docks,  and 
slain  or  taken  captive  the  unfortunate  inhabitants,  he  re- 
turned for  that  time  to  his  capital. 

The  next  year  Aben  Ozmin  sent  his  general,  Muhamad, 
son  of  Abdelbar,  to  lay  waste  the  territory  of  his  foes, 
directing  him  to  march  on  the  kingdom  of  Murcia.  Tliis 
young  man,  having  been  detained  in  the  capital  by  a  love 
affair  in  which  he  was  engaged,  had  refused  to  join  the  ex- 
pedition of  his  father,  when  the  latter  departed  to  offer  his 
services  to  Aben  Ismail,  and  had  attached  himself  to  the 
King  Aben  Ozmin,  in  the  hope  that  his  faithful  service 
might  induce  that  monarch  to  favour  his  marriage  with  the 
object  of  his  affection ; — and  the  king  did  in  fact  esteem 
and  value  Muhamad  Abdelbar  very  much  for  his  bravery 
and  ability,  conferring  on  him  many  honourable  charges, 
and  employing  him  in  the  most  difficult  enterprises.  Thus 
in  the  spring  of  the  year  now  in  question  he  had  sent  him 
to  make  an  inroad  on  the  kingdom  of  Murcia,  as  hath  been 
related.  Nor  was  the  enterprise  a  less  successful  one  than 
usual  in  the  earlier  part  of  its  progress  ;  Abdelbar  collected  a 
large  amount  of  bootx",  and  was  happily  returning  with  flocks 
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ami  captives  in  groat  abundance,  Avlien  certain  of  tlio  Al- 
cayiles  wlioni  lio  liad  in  hia  company  ra.slily  proposed  an  attack 
on  tlio  territory  of  Lorca.  To  this  Ahdelbar  imprudently 
consented  :  ho  drove  hia  prisoners  and  booty  before  him, 
gathering  up  and  adding  to  their  numbers  all  that  fell  into 
his  hands  as  he  passed  through  the  district,  in  which  he 
committed  fearful  ravages.  But  haviug  crossed  the  Vega 
of  Lorca  and  approached  the  city,  a  large  body  of  the 
Christian  cavalry  was  seen  to  leave  the  gates,  and  the 
valiant  ]\[oslemali  awaiting  their  attack,  an  obstinate  en- 
gagement ensued,  in  which  JMuhamad  Abdelbar  was  defeated 
and  lost  the  greater  part  of  his  best  cavaliers,  with  all  his 
captives.  After  fighting  like  a  lion,  he  at  last  determined 
on  retiring,  but  his  retreat  was  a  disastrous  one,  and  he 
arrived  in  Granada  with  only  a  small  number  of  liis  men; 
whereupon  Aben  Ozmin,  perceiving  that  he  had  betrayed  a 
want  of  foresight,  and  forgetting  all  his  past  services,  ad- 
dressed him  in  these  words  : — 

"  Since  thou  hast  not  thought  it  good  to  die  in  the  con- 
flict as  a  brave  man  ought  to  do,  I  will  have  thee  die  the 
coward's  death  in  a  prison:"  having  said  which,  he  com- 
manded that  the  unhappy  youth  should  be  put  to  death, 
which  was  instantly  done. 

The  King  Aben  Ismail  had  meanwhile  remained  at 
Medina  Montefrio,  protecting  his  subjects  and  defending 
his  towns  with  much  care,  while  he  awaited  the  moment 
when  the  King  of  Castille,  disembarrassed  of  his  wars  with 
Arragon  and  Navarre,  should  be  able  to  give  him  aid  against 
his  cousin,  the  King  Aben  Ozrain.  His  alliance  with  the 
Christians  had  in  the  meantime  enabled  him  to  secure  his 
people  from  the  incursions  whicli  had  so  cruelly  devastated 
the  kingdom  of  Murcia,  and  he  did  his  best  to  keep  up  their 
hopes  and  animate  his  partizans  by  assurances  of  a  brighter 
future  in  store  for  them. 

iSTow  the  enemies  of  Aben  Ozmin  were  largely  increased 
in  their  numbers  by  the  cruelty  of  that  sovereign,  which 
caused  a  feeling  of  discontent  soon  to  become  manifest 
among  his  subjects.  Inflated  by  the  triumphs  he  had  ob- 
tained over  the  Christians,  Aben  Ozmin  daily  displayed  new 
pride,  and  Ids  haughtiness  estranged  the  hearts  of  his  nobles, 
while  his  tliirst  for  blood  caused  every  man  to  tremble  in 
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liis  presence,  seeing  that  he  would  often  command  the 
death  of  the  most  distinguished  men  for  the  liglitest  cause  ; 
nay,  not  unfrequently  without  any  cause  whatever.  He 
furthermore  despoiled  of  their  possessions  and  dismissed 
from  their  employment  the  old  and  faithful  Xeques  of  his 
kingdom,  to  reward  the  Arrayaces  or  military  leaders  who 
were  the  companions  of  his  expeditions.  He  would  in  like 
manner  arrange  the  marriages  of  his  courtiers  without  con- 
sulting any  other  will  than  his  own,  compelling  fathers  to 
bestow  the  hands  of  their  daughters  on  sucli  persons  as  it 
pleased  him  to  designate,  in  total  disregard  of  their  disincli- 
nation to  do  so,  and  still  less  considering  the  inclinations  of 
the  brides  of  whom  he  disposed  in  that  arbitrary  manner. 

These  things  gave  just  cause  of  complaint,  nor  could 
there  fail  to  result  much  dissatisfaction  from  a  mode  of 
conduct  on  the  part  of  the  king  so  tyrannical  and  offensive. 
He  became  an  object  of  detestation  to  the  nobles  for  these 
causes,  while  his  cruelty  destroyed  the  affection  of  the 
people,  who  ultimately  feared  him  as  they  did  death  and  the 
grave.  A  way  was  thus  opened  to  his  enemies,  and  their 
success  was  facilitated  by  his  misconduct.  The  King  of 
Castille,  moreover,  had  now  made  peace  with  his  neighbours 
of  Arragon  and  Navarre,  when  he  determined  to  avenge 
himself  on  the  King  of  Granada  for  the  long  series  of 
insult  and  injury  that  he  had  suffered  at  his  hands.  He 
therefore  assembled  a  large  army  of  well-appointed  troops 
destined  to  serve  as  auxiliaries  of  the  King  Aben  Ismail, 
and  with  that  force  added  to  his  own  people,  the  latter 
marched  against  his  cousin. 

The  host  of  Aben  Ozmin  having  also  advanced  to  the 
encounter  of  his  enemi^'^s,  the  two  armies  soon  gained  sight 
of  each  other,  and  an  obstinate  engagement  ensued,  wherein 
both  sides  fought  with  heroic  valour  ;  but  Aben  Ozman  was 
finally  defeated  by  the  Moslemah  and  Christian  forces  under 
the  command  of  his  cousin  Aben  Ismail :  he  fled  with  the 
ruins  of  his  cavalry,  and  it  was  not  without  difficulty  that 
he  regained  his  capital.  He  then  attempted  a  second  muster 
of  troops,  but  his  people,  estranged  by  the  cruelty  he  had 
betrayed,  presented  themselves  in  small  numbers  only,  and 
the  king,  perceiving  that  his  fortune  had  changed,  resolved 
to  take  a  signal  vengeance  on  all  whom  he  suspected  of 
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fet'liufjj  but  u  lukewarm  zoal  in  his  Borvico.  llnving  retired 
to  the  Alliainbra,  lie  Kuiumoued  Ji  lar^^c  uuiiiber  of  thoae 
among  the  priu'-ipal  cavaliers  of  Granada,  ugainst  whom  he 
had  taken  umbrage,  to  liia  presence,  and  then  caused  them 
idl  to  be  put  to  deatli.  J?ut  now,  iiiidiug  that  the  ])eople  of 
the  city  hud  risien  iji  revolt,  and  were  proclaiming  his  cousin 
Ismail  their  king,  even  before  he  had  presented  himself, 
Abeu  Ozmin  no  longer  believed  his  life  secure  in  the 
fortress,  and  determined  to  fly  be  lore  he  was  besieged 
therein.  He  was  accompanied  in  his  flight  by  certain  of 
the  cavaliers  uhom  he  had  admitted  to  his  closest  intimacy  ; 
but  knowing  that  few  had  any  cause  to  love  him,  he  dis- 
trusted them  all,  and  dit>api)eariug  from  among  the  followers 
still  left  to  bim,  he  took  reiuge  in  the  mountains.  These 
things  occurred  in  the  year  859.* 

Aben  Ismail  now  made  his  entrance  into  Granada,  where 
he  was  received  by  the  Xeques  and  nobles :  he  was  then 
immediately  proclaimed  king  with  great  pomp,  that  cere- 
mony being  subsequently  performed  in  all  the  principal 
cities  of  the  kingdom,  as  well  as  in  Medina  Grauad  t, 

The  new  king  then  sent  bis  ambassadors  to  the  King  of 
Castille  with  letters,  in  which  he  acknowledged  himself  the 
vassal  of  that  monarch  :  he  furthermore  expressed  his 
gratitude  by  the  many  rich  presents  which  accompanied 
those  letters, — cloth  of  gold  and  silk,  beautiful  horses,  and 
rich  caparisons,  forming  part  of  that  princely  gift ;  but  as 
the  King  Don  Juant  of  Castille,  'nho  had  assisted  him  to 
ascend  his  throne,  died  some  short  time  after,  Aben  Ismail 
made  no  proposal  to  resume  his  treaties  of  amity  and 
alliance  with  Don  Enrique,^  his  son,  desiring  to  avoid 
giving  a  subject  of  discontent  to  the  G-ranadines,  and 
knowing  well  that  his  subjects  did  not  view  the  friendship 
existing  between  himself  and  the  Christians  with  favourable 
eyes. 

J'or  that  reason  Aben  Ismail  gave  his  generals  permission 
to  make  an  inroad  on  tlie  frontiers  of  Castille,  and  to  lay  the 
country  under  contribution  :  this  they  eflected  accordingly, 
.and  the  flocks  and  captives  taken  on  that  occasion  were  very 

*  A.D.  1454. —  Conde. 
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numerous,  tlie  careless  securitj  and  confidence,  in  which  the 
Christians  were  then  living,  having  much  iacilitated  the 
success  of  the  Moslemah  generals. 

JSTow  as  no  cause  had  been  given  for  that  aggression,  the 
King  Don  Enrique  was  much  astonished,  as  well  as  dis- 
pleased, by  the  acts  of  violence  committed,  and  commanded 
that  his  troops  should  be  assembled  to  make  reprisals.  He 
then  marched  on  Granada  with  fourteen  thousand  cavalry., 
and  foot-soldiers  innumerable,  subjecting  all  the  country  tg 
fire  and  sword ;  the  harvests  were  burnt,  the  trees  werb 
rooted  up,  and  whatever  was  found  beyond  the  walls  of  thi 
capital  was  utterly  destroyed. 

Yet  the  King  Aben  Ismail  would  not  venture  on  a  battle  of 
power  against  power;  he  contented  himself  with  sending  out 
strong  companies  of  his  light  cavalry,  and  these  presented 
themselves  boldly  to  skirmish  with  the  Christians,  causing 
them  heavy  losses,  and  for  the  most  part  retiring  victorious 
I'rom  these  encounters.  Within  the  city,  meanwhile,  all 
was  carefully  prepared  for  whatever  demands  might  arise ; 
on  every  public  place  the  troops  remained  constantly  under 
arms,  while  tlie  walls  and  towers  were  powerfuUy  manned 
aud  guarded.  The  King  of  Castille,  therefore,  seeing  that 
the  Moslemah  could  not  be  brought  to  battle,  and  would 
only  come  forth  to  those  skirmishes,  wherein,  though  ap- 
parently but  of  slight  importance,  large  numbers  of  his 
people  were  slain,  bethought  himself  of  returning  to  his 
states  :  he  knew  the  address  of  the  Granadine  cavaliers,  and 
their  fitness  for  the  species  of  combat  in  which  alone  they 
vv-ould  then  engage,  but  wherein  the  bravest  soldiers  of 
Ciistille  were  daily  slain  or  wounded,  to  the  infinite  dis- 
couragement of  his  people  ;  nay,  there  were  not  a  few  who 
expressed  their  discontent  with  that  destructive  mode  of 
warfare,  and  some  even  deserted  their  colours  aud  departed 
to  their  homes.  Wherefore,  resolving  to  content  himself 
with  the  vengeance  he  had  taken  on  the  Comarcas  of 
Granada  for  the  injuries  done  to  his  territories,  the  King 
Don  Enrique  returned  for  thfit  time  to  his  own  dominions. 

But  when  the  spring  had  opened  in  the  following  year, 
the  Christian  army  again  appeared  in  the  land :  the 
light  cavalry  of  Granada  poured  forth  in  their  turn  to 
impede  his  operations,  compelling  King  Enrique  to  employ 
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Ilia  •nliole  force  in  tlio  encounter  of  their  numerous  bands, 
■which  divided  tlie  (Christian  power:  tlieii  the  contending 
p.'irties  foiii^lit  uilli  VMryiiij};  fortunes,  hut  to  tlio  manifest 
disadvantage  of  the  invaders,  who  could  rarely  bring  their 
■numbers  to  bear  effectually  on  the  flying  squadrons  of  their 


■fee. 


In  one  of  these  encounters  died  Oarcilaso  de  la  Vega,  the 
Christian  King's  most  valued  servant  and  intimate  friend : 
to  avenge  tliat  death,  which  caused  Don  Enrique  extreme 
regret,  he  then  made  a  cruel  devastation  on  the  Vega,  and 
having  taken  the  fortified  town  of  Ximena,  he  put  all  its 
inhabitants  to  the  edge  of  the  sword. 


CHAP  XXXIII. — Treaty  fob  a  bhoet  tettce  between  aben  ismail, 

KING  OF  GUANADA,  AND  THE  KING  OF  CASTIILE.  CAMPAIGNS  OF  THE 
PRINCE  MULEY  ABUL  HASSAN.  HE  SrCCEEDS  TO  HIS  FATHER,  ABEN 
ISMAIL. 

But  now  desiring  to  put  an  end  to  the  sufferings  occasioned 
by  the  Christian  inroads,  the  King  Aben  Ismail  sent  his 
messengers  to  the  King  of  Castille,  proposing  conditions  of 
agreement,  and,  although  ■with  much  reluctance,  they  then 
made  a  truce  for  a  certain  time  and  on  certain  conditions  ; 
but  these  did  not  include  the  frontier  of  Jaen,  and  the  war 
■was  there  left  open  to  both  nations.     Of  this  circumstance 
the  brave  generals  of  Granada  were  not  slo-w  to  avail  them- 
selves ;  they  made  frequent  incursions  on  the  Comarcas  of 
Jaen,  and  caused  much  evil  to  the  Christian  dwellers  in  that 
land.     In  one  of  those  irruptions  they  defeated  the  enemy 
■with    a    notable     slaughter,    and     taking    the     Christian 
governor,  Castaneda,  prisoner,  they  carried  him  in  triumph 
to  Granada. 

Aben  Ismail,  the  ne^w  King  of  Granada,  ruled  his  do- 
minions with  great  prudence  and  justice  ;  he  was  therefore 
much  beloved  by  all  classes  of  his  subjects.  The  houses 
built  without  tlie  city,  and  which  had  been  destroyed  or 
injured  during  the  ■war,  he  caused  to  be  restored  to  their 
prenous  condition,  ameliorating  the  police  of  the  capital, 
restoring  the  public  edifices,  planting  trees,  and  giving  hia 
careful  attention  to  all  that  could  contribute  to  the  -well- 
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being  of  liis  people.  Aben  Ismail  was  a  lover  of  jousts  and 
tournaments,  and  would  sometimes  bear  a  part  in  the  exer- 
cises exhibited,  being  endowed  witli  mucli  address  and 
singularly  accomplished  in  the  management  of  his  horse. 
He  had  two  sons,  the  elder  of  whom  was  now  rising 
beyond  the  years  of  childhood  and  was  entering  man's 
estate ;  the  young  prince  was  called  Muley  Abul  Hassan : 
he  too  exhibited  much  address  in  the  exercises  proper  to 
his  birth,  was  a  lively,  animated  youth,  a  courageous  soldier, 
and  accomplished  cavalier :  the  younger  son  of  the  king  was 
called  Cid  Abdailah. 

Now  the  Prince  Muley  Abul  Hassan,  eagerly  desirous  of 
an  opportunity  for  displaying  his  valour  in  a  campaign 
against  the  Christians,  took  a  chosen  band  of  cavalry, 
and  without  respect  to  the  truce  which  his  father  had  at 
that  time  formed  with  the  King  of  Castille,  he  entered  the 
territory  of  Andalusia,  swept  off  the  flocks  from  the  Co- 
marcas  of  Estepra,  and  taking  captive  such  of  the  inhabi- 
tants as  he  did  not  slay  in  all  the  villages  and  farms  of  the 
district.  The  frontier-guard  of  Osuna  marched  against 
him,  and  Abul  Hassan  fought  a  hardly-contested  battle  with 
those  troops ;  but  after  a  heavy  loss  on  both  sides,  the 
Moslemah  prince  was  compelled  to  retire,  abandoning  the 
booty  he  had  taken  as  the  only  means  of  securing  his  own 
retreat. 

In  the  year  865,  Prince  Abul  Hassan  m,ade  another  and 
more  terrible  irruption  on  the  Christian  frontiers,  and  on 
that  occasion  his  onslaught  was  not  so  perilous,  and  was 
more  successful. 

The  Christians,  led  by  the  Duke  of  Medina  Sidonia,  then 
laid  siege  to  Gebaltaric,  of  which  they  made  themselves 
masters  after  an  obstinate  resistance  on  the  part  of  the 
garrison,  the  place  being  finally  compelled  to  surrender  by 
capitulation ; — a  great  and  serious  injury  to  the  Moslenjah. 
In  another  part  of  the  kingdom  losses  were  also  incurred 
at  tliis  time :  among  others,  that  of  the  fortified  town  of 
Archidona,  which  was  besieged  by  Don  Pedro  Giron,  and 
being  reduced  to  extremity,  surrendered  by  capitulation,  as 
Gebaltaric  had  done. 

By  these  disasters  the  King  Aben  Ismail  was  compelled 
to  wake  supplication  for  a  truce  to  the  King  of  Castille ; 
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nor  did  the  latter  refuse  liis  request.  It  is  even  euiil  that 
Don  Enriiiuo  left  (Jchaharic  and  ropaiird  to  the  \t)'^a  of 
Granada,  llu-iv  to  hold  conierenee  with  the  Jvin^'ol"  Granada. 
He  was  received  by  Aben  Ismail,  as  these  writers  add,  with 
much  pomp,  and  they  banquetted  in  company  within  the 
ahade  of  a  magnillcent  pavilion,  wheix?  tliry  subsequently 
arranged  the  terms  of  tlieir  treaty.  The  King  of  Granada 
then  presented  a  ricli  gift  to  the  Castillian  monarch,  -who 
pave  him  a  jewel  of  inestimable  price  in  return.  When 
I)ou  Enrique  took  his  leave,  he  was  accom[)anied  to  the 
frontier  by  many  of  the  principal  cavaliers  of  Seville, 
seeing  that  the  treaty  of  peace  just  concluded  enabled 
those  of  Granada  to  resort  freely  and  in  security  to  the 
Christian  court,  whence  they  departed,  as  it  pleased  them, 
with  equal  freedom:— the  same  ])rivilege  was  accorded  to 
the  Castillian  nobles  as  regarded  the  court  of  Granada,  the 
cavaliers  of  either  country  being  i-eoeived  with  as  much 
fiivour  in  the  foreign  capital,  as  in  tliat  of  his  own  sovereign. 

From  this  time  Abeu  Ismail,  King  of  Granada,  passed 
his  days  in  peace,  until  he  was  assailed  by  the  hand  of  death. 
That  event  occurred  at  a  time  when  he  was  in  his  palace 
of  Almeria,  with  his  father-in-law,  Cidi  Yahye  Alnnayar,  and 
in  the  spring  of  the  year  870. 

After  the  death  of  the  King  Aben  Ismail,  his  elder  eon, 
Muley  Abul  Hassan,  succeeded  to  the  throne  :  that  prince 
called  himself  Aly  Abul  Hassan.  He  was  a  brave  and 
magnanimous  sovereign,  delighting  in  war,  and  finding  his 
best  pleasure  in  the  perils  and  horrors  thereof;  but  for  that 
reason  he  became  the  cause  of  the  ruin  which  subsequently 
oefel  the  kingdom  and  brought  about  the  extinction  of 
Islam  in  Andalusia. 

In  his  Hareem,  Abul  Hassan  had  two  wives  whom  he 
loved  more  than  the  others  ;  the  principal  of  these  was  his 
cousin,  and  the  mother  of  the  infant  Mohamad  Abnabillah,* 
and  the  second  was  Zoraya,t  a  daughter  of  the  Aleayde  of 
Martos,  who  was  of  the  lineage  of  the  Christians  :  she  was 
the  mother  of  two  sons,  born  in  an  evil  hour,  and  at  a 
moment  of  shame  and  misfortune,  seeing  that  they  lent 

*  The  Boabdil  of  English  writers.  t  See  page  342  (no(e). 
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tlieir  aid  to  the  downfall  of  their  native  country,  as  we  shall 
see  hereafter. 

The  first  two  years  of  Abul  Hassan's  reign  were  passed 
in  quietude  and  tranquillity ;  but  he  had  been  seeking  an 
occasion  for  putting  an  end  to  his  truce  with  the  Infidel, 
and  was  on  the  point  of  attacking  the  Christian  territories 
in  the  third  year  of  his  accession,  when  a  rebellion  was 
excited  against  him  in  Medina  Malaga  by  his  younger 
brother.  This  was  Cid  Abu  Abdallah,  the  Alcayde  of  that 
city,  a  man  of  high  authprity,  distinguished  valour,  and 
great  reputation  in  the  kingdom  of  Granada.  Intelligence 
of  that  insurrection  having  reached  the  king,  Abul  Hassan 
immediately  took  measures  for  the  subjugation  of  the  rebel, 
whom  he  deprived  of  his  Alcaydia,  naming  a  general  of 
much  experience  and  valoiu"  as  his  successor:  the  new 
Alcayde  of  Malaga,  who  was  also  a  kinsman  of  King  Abul 
Hassan,  then  set  forth  without  delay,  and  couimanding 
a  well-appointed  body  of  troops,  directed  his  march  against 
the  insurgent. 

But  not  for  this  did  the  rebel  governor  lose  heart ;  he 
sent  letters  to  the  King  of  Castille,  in  which  he  solicited 
the  aid  of  that  monarch  against  Abul  Hassan,  whom  be 
declared  to  be  an  embittered  enemy  of  the  Christians, 
citing  in  proof  of  that  assertion  the  fact  of  his  haviug  broken 
the  truce  he  had  formed  with  them,  although  no  reason 
could  be  assigned  for  his  doing  so.  Now  the  Castillian 
king,  Don  Eurique,  was  at  iirchidoua  in  the  year  874,*  and 
at  that  place  the  rebel  Alcayde  presented  himself  to  ofter  his 
respects  to  the  Christian  monarch,  bringing  rich  gifts,  more- 
over, of  beautiful  horses,  splendid  caparisons,  and  costly  arms. 
He  was  hospitably  entertained  by  Don  Enrique,  who 
received  him  to  the  protection  of  his  fiiith  and  shelter,  pro- 
mising him  assistance  of  troops,  moreover,  for  the  war  he 
was  about  to  undertake  against  the  Kmg  of  Granada,  his 
brother. 

jS'o  long  time  elapsed  before  that  promise  was  made 
known  to  Abul  Hassan,  and  he  being  greatly  oftended 
thereby,  resolved  to  take  a  signal  vengeance.     He  marched 

*  Accordmg  to  Mariana,  14,69.— Concle. 
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on  the  Christinn  monarfli's  torritoriosin  person  aooordingly, 
and  after  niakinc;  fearful  devastatimis,  his  lit^lit  skirmisliers, 
liarassing  all  the  (\)marcas  of  (\)rd(n'a,  penetrated  even 
ns  far  n3  those  of  Seville,  carrvinp;  terror  into  the  whole 
land.  The  towns  of  Castillo  were  seized  with  a  t^eneral 
panic,  nor  could  the  frontii^r  piuird  restrain  those  invaders, 
who  passed  at  their  pleasure  throughout  Andalusia. 

Tiavages  of  equal  extent  and  cruelty  were  committed  by 
the  ]\Ioslemah  troops  on  the  Christian  territories  in  the 
year  876,*  and  these  things  caused  the  extreme  of  dismay 
to  the  inhabitants,  seeing  that  the  Christians  of  those  days 
liad  never  before  been  so  closely  pressed  by  the  IMoslemah 
arms  :  but  the  King  Abul  Hassan  contented  himself  with 
the  plunder  and  devastation  of  the  country,  nor  did  he  make 
an  attack  on  any  of  the  fortified  towns. 

In  this  year  of  b7G,  the  Christian  noble,  Don  Diego  of 
Cordova,  requested  from  the  King  of  Granada  an  open  field 
and  free  lists  for  his  quarrel  with  Don  Alonzo  of  Aguilar, 
by  whom  he  had  been  mortally  offended ;  having  first  re- 
quired the  same  at  the  hands  of  his  lord,  the  King  of  Castille, 
by  whom  that  demand  had  been  refused.  Don  Diego  was 
favourably  received  by  Abul  Hassan,  who  assigned  him  the 
field  he  requested,  and  fixing  the  Vega  of  Granada  as  the 
place  where  the  dispute  between  the  Christian  cavaliers 
should  be  decided,  he  caused  the  lists  to  be  prepared  for 
that  purpose  ;  but  as  Don  Alonzo  Aguilar,  being  forbidden 
to  appear  by  the  king  his  master,  did  not  present  himself 
on  the  appointed  day,  the  King  of  Granada  declared  him 
to  be  vanquished. 

Now  it  chanced  that  there  was  then  at  the  court  of 
Granada  a  certain  cavalier  who  was  the  friend  of  Don 
Diego  D'Aguilar,  and  he,  being  in  the  lists,  affirmed  that 
Don  Alonzo  was  not  absent  of  his  own  will,  being  too  good  a 
cavalier  to  refuse  the  battle;  wherefore  he  offered  to  maintain 
that  challenge  in  his  own  person,  and  fight  in  Don  Alonzo's 
place.  To  this  proposal  the  king  would  not  consent ;  but 
neither  would  the  Granadine  cavalier,  who  was  the  kinsman 
of  Abul  Hassan,  allow  that  Don  Alonzo  should  be  declared 
either  craven  or  conquered.     In  vain  did  the  sovereign  of 

*  According  to  ilariana,  1471. — Conde, 
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Granada  explain  to  the  angry  noble  that  Don  Diego  de 
Cordova  having  his  safe  conduct,  he  could  not  permit  that 
cavalier  to  accept  the  challenge  of  any  man  tlien  present, 
save  only  Don  Alonzo  D'Aguilar,  who  did  not  appear.  The 
Grauadine  cavalier  still  persisted,  whereupon  Abul  Hassan 
commanded  his  guards  to  take  him  prisoner  ;  the  resistance 
he  then  made  to  those  who  would  have  captured  him, 
further  irritating  the  king,  his  kinsman  and  lord,  the  latter 
condemned  him  to  death  for  that  failure  in  respect  to  his 
person,  and  gave  orders  for  his  immediate  execution :  nor 
•would  obedience  to  that  mandate  have  been  delayed,  but 
for  the  intercession  of  Don  Diego  de  Cordova,  whom  Abul 
Hassan  esteemed  very  highly,  and  at  whose  entreaty  he 
consented  to  pardon  the  offender. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  same  year  of  87G,  the  King  of 
Granada  sent  his  generals  again  to  make  an  inroad  on  the 
territory  of  the  Christians,  when  they  crossed  the  frontier 
at  several  points,  and  at  the  same  moment  of  time ;  then 
they  inflicted  grievous  wrongs  and  injuries  on  the  inhabitants, 
and  returned  to  Granada  with  rich  spoils  of  flocks  and 
captives.  But  the  Christian  general  commanding  on  the 
frontier  of  Andalusia,  Don  Kuy  Ponce  de  Leon,  was 
meanwhile  devastating  the  Comarcas  of  Medina  Montejlcar, 
and  took  that  city  by  surprise.  Tlie  brave  generals  and 
light  cavalry  of  Granada  hurried  to  the  relief  of  the  place, 
when  finding  the  enemy  already  in  possession,  they  attacked 
the  Christian  bands  with  so  much  ardour  as  to  effect 
their  expulsion,  and  the  city  was  re-occupied  by  the 
Moslemah. 

During  the  three  following  years  King  Abul  Hassan  was 
fully  occupied  by  the  war  into  which  he  had  been  compelled 
by  his  brother  Abdallali,  tlie  rebel  "VYall  of  Malaga,  and 
wherein  both  sides  fought  bravely,  with  constantly  varying 
fortunes.  But  from  that  strife  much  evil  ensued  to  the 
Moslemah,  who  thereby  lost  an  opportunity  for  inflicting 
injury  on  their  natural  enemies  the  Cluistlans.  IJs'o  longer 
could  the  perpetual  and  victorious  irruptions  previously 
made  against  them  by  Abul  Hassan  be  now  continued  ; 
but  neither  were  they  on  their  part  in  a  condition  to  attack 
the  kingdom  of  Granada,  or  wrork  evil  therein,  seeing  that 
their  hands  were  occupied  with  their   internal  dissensions 
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iiikI  ilio  coiitiniu'cl  revolutions  tlion  l;ikinc>;  plnco  iu  tlioir 
own  all'air.s,  which  kept  theui  iu  perpctuiil  tumult,  and 
dcmaucli'il  all  their  atttMition. 

Thus  it  raino  to  puss  that  the  commanders  on  the  frontier 
had  lour  years  of  repose. 


CHAP.  XX.XIV. — Death  op  don  eneiqtte,  hino  of  castille.    a 

TRUCK      IS      MADE.      DISCORD     IN    GRANADA.      CATHOLIC    KINGS     IN 
SEVILLE.      INCURSIONS. 

In  the  year  7S0  Don  Enrique  of  Castille*  departed  from 
life,  when  Don  Diego  de  Cordova,  who  spent  much  of  his 
time  in  the  court  of  Granada,  where  he  w^a3  much  esteemed 
in  the  house  of  the  King  Abul  Hassan,  prevailed  on  the 
latter  by  his  repeated  counsels  to  make  a  truce  with  the 
Christians,  the  conditions  being  arranged  by  the  cares  of 
Don  Diogo,  and  strictly  adhered  to  by  both  parties.  A 
peaceable  agreement  was  likewise  made  with  Cid  Abdallah, 
"Wali  of  Malaga,  but  in  that  affliir  neither  party  was  of  that 
sincerity  and  good  faith  which  are  ever  to  be  desired  in  all 
compacts. 

At  this  time  Abul  Hassan  was  much  occupied  in  the 
completion  of  certain  works  which  he  had  undertaken  in 
his  Alcazar ;  he  built  towers  and  pavilions  in  his  gardens, 
all  which  he  constructed  with  infinite  beauty.  His  son 
Abdallah  was  meanwhile  amusing  himself  with  feats  of  horse- 
manship and  other  chivalrous  pursuits.  In  his  Hareem 
there  was  no  want  of  dissension  among  the  occupants.  The 
love  of  King  Abul  Hassan  for  the  daughter  of  the  Alcayde 
of  Martos,  who  was  the  mother  of  his  two  sons,  Cidi  Tahye 
and  Cidi  Almayar,  was  inexpressibly  devoted  and  passionate ; 
but  the  Sultana  Zoraya,  mother  of  Prince  Abdallahf,  not 
only  mortally  detested  the  mother  of  those  two  princes, — she 

*  Henry  IV. 

+  The  reader  will  obsciTC  that  in  a  previous  passage  it  is  the  mother 
of  Yahye  and  Almayar  who  is  called  Zoraya.  Tliis  is  one  of  those  inad- 
vertencies which  our  author  would  liave  corrected  had  he  been  per- 
mitted to  see  his  work  through  the  press. 
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did  more,  leaving  no  means  unattempted  to  effect  tlie  ruin 
of  them  all — mother  and  children  alike. 

Nor  was  this  enmity  and  its  effects  confined  within  the 
limits  of  the  Alcazar ;  on  the  contrary,  they  were  diffused 
throughout  the  city,  and  divided  the  principal  nobles  of  the 
state  into  opposing  factions.  Another  source  of  evil 
existed  in  the  fact  that  by  so  much  as  the  hard  and  cruel 
nature  of  the  King  Abul  Hassan  estranged  the  hearts  of 
his  nobles,  by  so  much  did  the  peaceful  and  cordial  affability 
of  his  son,  the  Prince  Abu  Abdallah,  attract  and  win  tliem. 

And  now,  as  the  time  for  which  the  truce  had  been  made 
by  the  King  of  Granada  with  the  Christians  was  on  the 
point  of  expiring,  Abul  Hassan  despatched  his  ambassadors 
to  Medina  Seville,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  prolonga- 
tion of  the  same.  These  envoys  arrived  at  the  court  of  the 
Christian  monarchB  in  the  year  883,*  when  the  Queen 
Isabella,  and  her  consort  the  King  Ferdinand,  were  making 
their  residence  in  that  city.  They  received  the  ambassadors 
well,  and  accorded  the  prolongation  required,  but  only  on 
condition  that  the  King  of  Granada  should  pay  a  certain 
amount  of  tribute  each  year  to  the  sovereigns  of  Castille. 

Now  the  latter  had  sent  their  envoys  with  those  of 
G-ranada  to  the  King  Abul  Hassan,  proposing  that  by  these 
nobles  the  conditions  of  the  truce  should  be  settled,  and  the 
due  signatures  affixed ;  but  when  these  men,  having  been 
presented  to  the  King  of  Granada,  had  made  known  to 
him  the  condition  above  mentioned,  he  replied  in  these 
words : — 

"  Go,  and  say  to  your  masters,  that  the  Kings  of  Granada 
who  paid  tribute  to  the  Christians  are  now  dead :  bid  them 
know,  moreover,  that  in  Granada  we  are  occupied  not  in 
the  gaining  of  gold  for  the  hands  of  our  enemies,  but  in  the 
making  of  sword-blades,  and  the  heads  of  lances  for  their 
hearts." 

With  these  words,  Abul  Hassan  dismissed  the  ambassadors, 
and  instantly  commanded  that  preparations  should  be  made 
for  renewing  the  war,  although  the  truce  had  been  accorded 
by  the  Christians  without  any  further  mention  of  the 
obiioxious  condition. 

*  A.D.  U76.—Cond^. 
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Ill  the  conimcncenipnt  of  the  year  88G,  tlio  Kiii^  of 
rrranaihi  nxHMvcd  intollii^i'iice  to  the  effect  tliat  tlie 
Cliristiiui  front iiT  was  but  iiO!jflitj;ontly  pjimrcled  on  tlio  side 
of  Koiida  and  Sidoiiia  ;  Avhcreiipoii  he  itjsued  orders  for  the 
immediate  aaseiubla!:;e  of  his  cavalry,  and  with  tlie  flower  of 
that  force,  Abul  IFassan  proceeded  by  rapid  marches  to 
Zahara,  a  fortress  between  Jioiida  and  Sidonia,  which  the 
Christians  had  placed  in  an  excellent  state  of  defence.  The 
kins:  arrived  before  Zahara  in  the  midst  of  a  dark  tempestuous 
night,  the  wind  blowing  hurricanes, and  the  rain  fallinj^  in 
torrents.  All  nature  opposed  itself  to  a  rupture  of  that 
peaceful  agreement,  and  protested  against  the  violation  of 
the  truce ;  but  the  obstinate  and  hard  character  (jf  Abul 
Hassan  was  proof  against  admonition ;  the  salutary  re- 
presentations and  counsels  of  his  AYalles  were  disregarded 
equally  with  the  menacing  and  portentous  aspect  of  the 
heavens.  AVitli  a  furious  daring  he  assaulted  the  gates  of 
the  fortress,  while  the  amply  turreted  walls  were  at  the 
same  moment  escaladed  in  many  parts  and  with  one 
movement.  The  Christians,  panic-struck,  and  not  knowing 
on  what  side  their  efforts  might  best  be  directed,  could  but 
faintly  resist  the  impetuous  attack  of  the  Moslemah ;  the 
larger  part  of  them  were  put  to  the  edge  of  the  sword,  and 
those  whose  lives  were  spared  Abul  Hassan  led  in  triumph 
to  Granada.  The  king  then  commanded  that  additional 
defences  should  be  constructed,  and  leaving  a  strong 
garrison  in  the  place,  he  returned  to  Granada,  rejoicing  in 
the  success  of  his  enterprise. 

The  Xeques  and  nobles  of  the  capital,  with  all  the 
Alfakies,  went  forth  to  meet  their  king,  whom  they  received 
with  congratulations  on  his  conquest,  when,  as  is  related, 
the  Xeque  Maeer,  an  ancient  Alfaki,  exclaimed  with  much 
fervour,  as  he  passed  forth  from  the  Alcazar,  "The  ruins  of 
this  conquered  town  will  recoil  iipon  our  own  heads  !  would 
to  God  that  I  might  be  speaking  falsely,  but  there  is  a 
voice  within  me  which  crieth  aloud  that  the  end  of  our 
lordship  in  Spain  hath  arrived." 

Yet  the  King  Abul  Hassan  regarded  none  of  these 
things ;  the  signs  of  heaven,  the  superstitious  menaces  of 
Alimes,  and  the  vain  observances  of  the  Alfakies,  were  to 
bim  as  one — he  despised  them,  all  equally,  and  under  pretext 
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of  observing  his  foraging  parties,  and  of  an  irruption  to  be 
made  on  the  Christian  frontier,  he  departed  in  the  coninieuce- 
ment  of  the  following  year  to  tlie  assault  of  Castellar  and 
Olbera.  It  is  true  tliat  he  could  not  succeed  in  wrench- 
ing those  places  from  the  grasp  of  tlie  Christians,  seeing 
that  the  frontier  guard,  rendered  cautious  by  the  surprise  of 
Zahara,  was  now  maintained  with  zeal  and  diligence.  The 
king  was  nevertheless  repaid  for  his  labours  by  a  large 
amount  of  booty,  with  which  he  returned  to  Granada. 

About  this  time,  the  Christian  general  commanding  on 
the  frontier  of  Andalusia,  even  lluy  Ponce,  leading  troops 
which  lie  had  gathered  for  the  most  part  from  the  Coraarcas 
of  Seville,  marched  on  the  Moslemah  city  of  Alhama,  with  a 
powerful  body  of  cavalry  and  foot-soldiers ;  the  enemy  lay 
concealed  within  a  sliort  distance  of  the  city  during 
the  day,  in  certain  deep  valleys,  surrounded  by  steep  decli- 
vities and  high  rocks,  which  are  at  the  distance  of  half  a 
league  from  Alhama;  but  when  night  had  come  they 
approached  the  walls  amidst  a  silence  resembling  that  of 
deatli,  and  unperceived  by  any  one  of  the  garrison- 
binding  that  all  within  the  fortress  remained  in  perfect 
stillness,  the  Christians  placed  their  scaling-ladders 
against  the  walls  and  mounted  them  with  determined 
resolution ;  they  slew  the  sentinels,  w  horn  they  found 
sleeping,  and  massacred  all  that  came  in  their  way  ;  but 
the  first  care  of  the  foremost  bands  was  to  open  the  gates 
of  that  side  of  the  fortress  which  looked  to  the  fields,  for 
the  entrance  of  their  brethren. 

The  Moslemah,  though  startled  by  the  unexpected 
suddenness  of  the  attack,  yet  rushed  bravely  to  their  arms, 
some  of  their  number  hastening  to  close  the  gates  on  the 
side  of  the  city.  They  threw  up  defences,  which  they 
crowned  with  paUisades,  and  at  break  of  day  the  assault 
of  the  town  commenced.  The  scaling-ladders  of  the 
Christians  were  raised  at  all  points  at  the  same  time,  but 
wherever  they  appeared  a  valiant  band  of  the  Moslemah 
was  ready  to  oppose  them,  and  every  inch  of  ground  was 
contested  manfully.  Tet  the  bravery  of  that  defence  could 
not  avail,  and  after  a  grievous  carnage,  the  Christians  made 
good  their  entrance  into  the  city,  as  well  as  the  fortress. 
But    the  Moslemah   now  made  a  fortress  of  every  street, 
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barricading  tlieniselvos  as  best  they  miglit,  aiul  fighting 
with  aclininible  stoailinc-ss.  All  day  tlio  contiiot  was  main- 
tained without  an  instant  of  n^poj^e,  but  when  they  liopod 
to  obtain  a  truce  to  that  atrocious  shuighter  with  the  dark- 
ness of  night,  the  battle  was  renewed  by  the  arrival  of  new 
troops  reinforcing  the  Christian  commander.  Tlio  Mos- 
lemah  then  saw  that  no  hope  remained  ;  but  they  fought  on 
to  the  last,  and  were  only  conquered  when  all  were  slain. 

The  women  and  children,  feeble  and  harmless  creatures, 
who  had  sought  a  refuge  in  the  mosque,  were  inhumanly 
put  to  death :  and  so  was  lost  Alhama ;  its  walls,  its 
streets,  and  the  temple  of  its  worship  remaining  covered 
with  corpses,  and  bathed  in  blood. 

AVhen.  the  news  of  that  misfortune  arrived  in  Granada, 
all  the  city  was  seized  with  aifright;  but  Abul  Hassan 
girt  on  his  sword  without  the  loss  of  a  moment :  with  three 
thousand  cavahy  and  fifty  thousand  infantry  he  directed  his 
steps  towards  Alhama,  where  he  quickly  arrived.  But  the 
haste  of  his  march  had  prevented  him  from  taking  artillery, 
and  he  could  not  succeed  in  recovering  the  lost  fortress.  He 
then  diWded  his  army,  and  despatched  the  various  bodies 
to  occupy  the  passes  and  cut  off  the  succours  which  the 
Christians  were  sending  to  their  people  ;  there  were  then 
many  conflicts,  in  which  the  Moslemah  fought  with  great 
obstinacy,  but  with  frequently  changing  fortunes ;  and  at 
length  Abul  Hassan,  finding  that  despite  his  precautions 
the  Christians  had  united  a  large  force,  was  compelled  to 
strike  his  camp  and  return  to  Grranada. 

A  few  months  later  the  king  again  marched  on  Alhama, 
but  this  he  now  did  rather  for  the  purpose  of  appeasing  the 
people,  who  attributed  to  himself  the  ill-success  of  his 
previous  attempt,  and  reproached  him  for  having  caused  that 
exterminating  war,  than  because  he  had  conceived  hopes 
of  a  better  result.  He  laid  close  siege  to  the  place  never- 
theless, announcing  a  resolution  to  the  effect  that  his  camp 
should  not  be  struck  mitil  he  had  reduced  it :  bands  of 
cavalry  were  in  the  meantime  despatched  to  cross  the 
Christian  frontier  and  devastate  the  Comarcas  of  Andalusia. 

But  when  Abul  Hassan  was  occupied  most  eagerly  with 
the  siege  and  held  the  town  raost  closely  pressed,  he  was 
compelled  to  repair  to  the  capital,  having  been  summoned 
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thither  by  the  intelligence  he  then  received  that  a  formidable 
conspiracy  had  been  discovered  to  exist  among  certain  of 
the  nobles.  The  king  departed  therefore,  and  having  arrived 
in  Granada  he  found  that  the  chief  mover  of  these  tuirults 
was  his  son  Abu  Abdallah.  Using  much  dissimulation, 
Abul  Hassan  contrived  to  secure  the  person  of  the  rebellious 
prince  before  the  latter  had  been  made  aware  of  his  father's 
acquaintance  with  the  criminal  purposes  he  entertained, 
and  he  was  confined  in  one  of  the  towers  of  the  palace, 
with  his  mother,  the  Sultana  Zoraya,  who  had  encouraged 
him  in  his  evil  designs. 

The  Christians  were  then  enabled  to  throw  new  forces 
into  Alhama,  and  they  moreover  proceeded  with  a  powerful 
army  to  besiege  Medina  Loxa.  This  city,  which  was 
one  of  the  strongest  and  most  important  of  the  kingdom, 
was  defended  by  the  brave  Alcayde  of  the  place,  Aly  Atar, 
whose  force  consisted  principally  of  three  thousand  cavalry  j 
but  they  were  excellent  troops  and  well  experienced  in  war. 
Constant  sallies  were  made  by  that  valiant  general,  v.'ho 
gave  many  a  shrewd  surprise  to  the  enemies  of  Allah,  his 
repeated  night  attacks  permitting  them  to  take  but  little 
rest,  and  Aly  Atar  himself  not  unfrequently  pressing 
forward,  sword  in  hand,  even  to  their  tents. 

In  the  last  of  these  encounters,  the  Alcayde,  after  defeat- 
ing and  throwing  into  disorder  a  strong  body  of  the 
Christians,  made  himself  master  of  their  camp,  slew  a  vast 
number  of  the  defenders,  and  filled  them  all  with  terror  and 
dismay.  Among  the  Christians  who  died  there  fighting 
was  the  Grand  Master  of  Calatrava,  Don  Euy  Tellis  Giron, 
who  being  wounded  by  a  poisoned  arrow,  there  fell  in  the 
flower  of  his  days.  Many  other  of  their  principal  cavaliers 
were  also  lost  to  the  Infidel  by  that  engagement,  which 
took  place  on  the  13th  of  July,  1482. 


CHAP.  XXXV. — IlfSTJEEECTION  TS  GEANADA.  ABUL  HASSAN  MAECHB3 
TO  THE  KELIEF  OF  LOXA.  THE  THEONE  IS  OCCUPIED  BY  ABC 
ABDALLAH.  ABUL  HASSAN  EETIEE3  TO  MALAGA.  VICTOEY  OVEK 
THE  CHEISTIANS. 

The  King  Abul  Hassan  was  making  extensive  preparations 
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for  a  renewed  attempt  to  recover  Alliama,  and  had  sent  to 
request  auxiliaries  from  the  African  princes  for  that 
purpose,  when  a  rebcllicin  broke  out  in  (Jranada,  by  wliich 
the  minds  of  the  inhabitants  were  openly  ahown  to  be 
divided  into  two  parties,  that  of  th(^  Prince  Abdallah  being 
equal,  or  even  su])crior,  to  that  of  the  faitliful  subjects  who 
remained  true  to  thtir  soveroij^n. 

Now  the  Sultana  Zoraya,  tearing  that  the  cruelty  of  the 
King  Abul  Hassan  should  lead  hiui  to  put  his  son  to  death, 
— since  Abu  Abdallah,  remaining  shut  up  in  the  Tower  of 
Comarcs,  was  still  in  his  hands, — availed  herself  of  tho 
fidelity  and  industry  of  her  female  slaves,  whom  she  caused 
to  prepare  cords,  by  which  the  prince  could  be  let  down 
from  the  walls.  Having  warned  those  of  lier  faction,  who 
were  very  numerous,  of  the  time  when  she  proposed  to 
effect  lier  son's  escape,  some  of  the  principal  cavaliers 
repaired  to  the  tower,  and  having  received  the  young  prince, 
whose  evasion  was  successfully  effected  by  his  mother's 
contrivance,  they  proclaimed  him  king,  inciting  the  city  to 
insurrection,  and  engaging  a  large  portion  thereof  to  take 
arms  in  support  of  his  pretensions.  Nor  was  this  so 
difficult  as  it  might  and  should  have  been,  seeing  that  the 
offences  of  all  kinds  by  which  Abul  Hassan  had  estranged 
many  of  his  nobles  had  now  extended  their  influence  to  the 
people,  in  consequence  of  his  recent  misfortunes  in  war : 
thus  all  were  ready  to  take  part  against  him,  and  the 
faction  of  Abu  Abdallah  increased  its  strength  from  that 
circumstance. 

The  Wali  of  the  city  and  the  king's  Yizier  lost  no  time 
in  calling  out  the  guard  for  the  suppression  of  the  tumult, 
and  a  furious  conflict  raged  in  the  city ;  but  the  rebels 
obtained  possession  of  the  Albaycin,  and  entrenched  them- 
selves in  that  quarter  of  the  capital.  The  populace,  ever 
eager  for  novelty,  attached  themselves  to  the  party  of  the 
Prince  Abu  Abdallah,  and  on  the  morning  after  the  rebellious 
son's  escape,  large  masses  of  their  number  increased  the 
force  of  the  insurgents,  when  the  combat  of  the  pre- 
ceding day  was  renewed  with  redoubled  violence.  Those 
who  endeavoured  to  maintain  the  rights  of  their  king  were 
then  defeated,  being  driven  from  all  the  squans  and 
public  places  of  the  city.     Many  noble  cavaliers  of   both 
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sides  lost  their  lives  that  day,  and  Abul  Hassan,  perceiving 
his  party  to  be  the  weaker,  departed  from  the  capital ; 
seeking  refuge  with  his  brother*  Zelim,  the  Wali  of  Almeria. 
By  his  aid  and  that  of  his  cavaliers  the  king  then  obtained 
possession  of  the  Alhambra,  one  tower  of  the  fortress 
excepted :  this  was  commanded  by  the  Alcayde  Aben 
Omixa,  who  held  it  for  the  Prince  Abu  Abdallah  Zaqiiir,t 
as  the  Prince  Abu  Abdallah  was  now  called,  to  distinguish 
him  from  his  fixther,  who  was  called  "  El  Xeque,"  by  his 
revolted  subjects,  either  as  a  proof  of  the  contempt  they 
felt  for  him,  or  perhaps  by  way  of  distinction  only.  Em- 
boldened by  that  advantage,  the  followers  of  Abul  Hassan 
then  ventured  to  descend  into  the  lower  part  of  the  city 
and  attack  those  of  Abdallah  El  Zaquir ;  but  the  superiority 
of  numbers  in  the  latter  party  prevailed,  and  the  King's 
partizans  were  not  only  defeated  but  dispersed. 

In  the  midst  of  this  deplorable  confusion,  there  were  still 
some  noble   Granadiues  who   desired   nothing  so  much  as 
peace,  and  these  men  did  their  best  to  reconcile  the  factions, 
whom  they  would  have  agree  at  least  so  far  as  to    disarm 
the  populace ;  but   their   labour  was   vain :  such  was    the 
hatred  prevailing  on  both  sides,  which  was  now,  moreover, 
constantly  increased  by  losses  hourly  occurring  to  each,  and 
by  the  vengeance  which  every  new  death  caused  the  one  to 
demand  from  the  other,  that  none  would  listen  to  reason, 
nor  give  thought  to  any  other  question  save  that  of  how 
they  might  best  attack  and  destroy  their  opponents.     It  is 
true  that  when  the  two  chiefs  had    entrenclied  themselves 
each  in  his  separate  fortress.  El  Zaquir  in  the  Albayciu,  and 
El  Xeque   in  the  Alhambra,  the  horrors  of  civil  war  did 
receive  a  momentary  suspension,  and   the  raging  bands  of 
either  side  appeared  to  be  weary  of  slaughtering  each  other  ; 
but  this  was  not  the  result  of  a  better  feelijig  among  them- 
selves, nor  did  it  proceed  from  the  persuasions  of  the  Nobles, 
Alimes,  and  Alfakies. 

The  perilous  position  of  Medina  Loxa,  then  in  imminent 
danger  of  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  Christians,  compelled 

*  Brother-in-law :  the  husband  of  his  sister. 

t  Tiiis  word  may  be  rendered,  "  the  drunkard,"  from  Zaque,  "  a  wine 
ekin,"  and  "  wine-bibber." 
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tlio  iitloiitiou  oflho  Kiiij:;  Abul  llassaii  :it  I'liis  juncLurc,  and 
\vith  such  forces  as  ho  could  asscinblc,  added  to  his  cavah-y,  h(^ 
departed  from  Granada,  marching  to  tho  reHef  of  that 
])lace.  IIi>  was  no  sooner  gone  than  the  Alcaydo  Aben 
Omixa,  sallvinj;  forth  Irom  tlie  tower  he  had  continued  to 
liold  in  tlie  Alhambra,  succeeded  in  mukinj^'  himself  master 
of  tlie  wliole  fortress  :  tliis  he  then  delivered  to  Abdallali  El 
Zaquir,  who,  havint,'  obtained  the  Alhambra,  believed  he 
had  become  lord  of  all  his  fathei-'s  kinj^^lom. 

Abul  llassau  had  meanwhile  arrived  in  the  vicinity  of 
Medina  Loxa  with  his  people,  whom  he  animated  to  the  com- 
bat, as  was  to  be  expected  from  so  brave  and  experienced  a 
warrior  as  he  had  often  proved  liimseif  to  be.  The  ajjproach 
of  his  skii'mishiug  parties,  and  the  signals  made  to  the  bo- 
sieged  by  their  Moslemah  brethren,  did  not  fail  to  make 
known  to  the  Christians  that  a  desolating  tempest  was 
awaiting  them;  whereupon  tliey  raised  the  siege,  and  prepared 
to  give  battle.  Abul  Hassan  then  attacked  them  with  his 
cavalry,  and  being  thrown  into  confusion  by  the  impetuosity 
of  his  charge,  the  Infidels  were  still  further  dismayed  by  a 
sally  from  Medina  Loxa,  commanded  at  tliat  instant  by  the 
valiant  Alcayde  of  the  city,  even  Aly  Atar,  who  fell  upon 
them  with  a  strong  body  of  cavalry  in  the  very  hottest  of 
their  battle  with  Abul  Hassan,  causing  infinite  increase  to 
the  dismay  .and  pcrtui-bation  which  had  already  began  to 
prevail  in  their  ranks. 

Thus  the  Christians  before  Loxa  were  defeated  and  dis- 
persed by  the  skill,  and  energy  of  |||;he  valiant  King  Abul 
Hassan,  aided  b}'  his  noble  Alcayde  Aly  Atar,  who  pursued 
the  flying  foe  through  the  olive-grounds,  slaughtering  all 
the  remains  of  his  infantry,  with  large  numbers  of  the 
cavalry,  who  still  endeavoured  to  protect  the  foot-soldiers  in 
their  flight. 

Encouraged  by  the  good  fortune  of  the  battle,  Abul  Has- 
san then  turned  his  thoughts  to  Medina  Alhamu,  and 
marched  to  the  relief  of  that  city  ;  but  he  found  it  too  well 
defended  to  ofl'er  him  a  hope  of  success,  and  he  then  pro- 
ceeded to  Canete,  which  he  entered  by  force  of  arms.  The 
King  then  slew  or  took  captive  all  who  dwelt  therein,  and 
that  done,  he  burnt  their  habitations,  and  razed  the  public 
edifices  of  tlie  citv  to  the  jround. 
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But  when  Abul  Hassan  was  about  to  return  triumphantly 
to  Granada  from  that  expedition,  he  received  intelligence  to 
the  effect  that  all  the  capital  had  now  declared  for  his  son  ; 
the  king  therefore  retired  to  Medina  Malaga,  bj  the  advice 
of  his  brother  the  Infant  Abdallah,  who  was  the  Wali  of 
that  Alcaydia  which  still  remained  faithful  to  Abul  Hassan 
and  to  the  prince,  his  brother,  as  did  the  cities  of  Guadix 
and  Baza. 

In  the  year  888  three  divisions  of  the  Christian  host 
entered  the  Axarquia  of  Malaga :  each  was  composed  of  well 
appointed  foot-soldiers,  with  a  brilliant  force  of  cavalry,  and 
they  were  commanded  by  the  Grand  Master  of  Santiago, 
the  Marq\iis  of  Cadiz,  and  the  Conde  of  Cifuentes — all 
valiant  and  experienced  captains.  These  generals  pro- 
ceeded through  the  country,  plundering  the  pastures  of 
their  flocks  and  herds,  destroying  the  cultivated  fields,  burn- 
ing the  harvests,  laying  waste  the  vine  grounds,  and  cutting 
up  every  other  species  of  fruit-tree,  the  people  of  Malaga 
beholdiug  the  fires  of  those  devastations  from  their  walls, 
and  marking  the  columns  of  smoke  arising  from  each  succes- 
sive conflagration,  even  until  the  mass  of  it  darkened  the  air. 

The  King  Abul  Hassan  could  not  suft'er  that  spectacle, 
and  would  fain  have  marched  forth  against  the  ravagers ;  but 
the  fatigues  he  had  endured  in  his  various  wars  coming  in 
aid  of  his  now  advancing  years,  had  deprived  the  harassed 
monarch  of  his  once  redoubted  strength  ;  insomuch  that  his 
brother,  the  "Wali  Abdallah,  would  not  consent  to  that 
attempt ;  and  with  the  assistance  of  the  noble  Eeduan  Ben 
Egas,  their  cousin,  he  prevailed  on  Abul  Hassan  to  abandon 
Lis  purpose.  Those  two  valiant  generals,  with  the  troops 
under  their  command  divided  into  two  bodies,  then  sallied 
forth  to  seek  the  Christian  assailant,  the  greater  part  of  the 
cavalry  being  led  by  Abdallah,  brother  of  the  king,  who  took 
the  road  of  the  plains,  while  Eeduan  Ben  Egas,  also  leading 
some  cavalry,  but  with  a  larger  force  of  cross-bowmen,  pro  ■ 
ceeded  covertly  by  the  mountains. 

Tlie  Infidels,  receiving  notice,  from  their  scouts  and  out- 
posts, of  the  Moslemah  advance,  would  fain  have  been  per- 
mitted to  decline  the  battle  for  that  moment,  and  thought 
to  avoid  the  encounter  of  Prince  Abdallah,  to  the  end  that 
they  might  secure  the  booty  of  flocks  and  captives  which 
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they  liad  takon;  but  tlio  (lilisjjoneo  with  wliicli  tlio  Tnfiini  mi 
his  part  oiuli'avoiircd  to  briiijj;  IIkmu  to  battio  |)ivvailod:  he 
came  upon  them  in  i\\c  opc>u  valh>y,  and  fell  upon  their 
squadrons  with  liis  whole  power. 

The  impel uous  eliarge  of  that  carefully  chosen  cavalry, 
threw  the  Christiana,  wlio  -were  led  by  the  Grand  Master, 
into  irremediable  confusion;  a  pitiable  ront  ensued,  and  they 
fled  to  the  mountains  in  dismay ;  but  they  were  there  re- 
ceived by  the  IMoslemah  troops  under  lleduan  ]?en  Egaa, 
when  the  combat  was  renewed,  and  soon  became  an  atro- 
cious carnage.  The  victorious  cavaliers  of  Prince  Abdallah 
then  attacked  the  second  division  of  the  Christian  force, 
which  was  already  half  conquered  by  the  dread  and  terror 
inspired  into  their  hearts  by  the  fugitives  from  tlu;  first 
division ;  insomuch  that  the  Moslcmah  found  but  little 
difficulty  in  breaking  and  defeating  them  also,  making  a 
terrible  slaughter  in  their  ranks.  Eeduan  Ben  Egas  then 
descended  from  the  mountains  to  complete  the  victory,  when 
that  division  of  the  Christian  array  was  likewise  de&.;royed, 
the  Infidel  being  compelled  to  resign  all  the  prey  that  had 
been  taken ;  and  their  banners  also  fell  into  the  Moslemah 
power. 

Towards  the  close  of  that  combat,  the  brave  G-eneral 
Eeduan  Ben  Egas  delivered  a  Christian  leader,  the  Conde 
de  Cifuentes,  from  death ;  and  the  matter  was  on  this  wise  : 
he  perceived  the  Infidel  captain  fighting  in  the  midst  of 
six  Moslemah  soldiers,  and  spurring  his  horse  into  the  midst 
of  them  he  exclaimed,  "  This  is  a  mode  of  combat  unworthy 
of  good  cavaliers  :"  whereupon  the  assailants  of  Cifuentes  left 
him  to  Eeduan  Ben  Egas  alone,  at  the  first  thrust  of  whose 
lance  the  Conde  rendered  himself  the  prisoner  of  the  noble 
Moslemah. 


CHAP.  XXXVI. — The  factions  in  geanada  continue  theie  dis- 

COEDS.  UNSUCCESSFUL  INCUESION  OF  ABDAILAH  EL  ZAQUIR.  HE  IS 
TAKEN  PEISONER  BY  THE  CHEISTIANS.  COMPACT  BY  WHICH  HE 
OBTAINS  HIS  LIBEBTY. 

The  fortunate  enterprise  of  Prince  Abdallah  and  Eeduan 
Ben  Egas  caused  infinite  regret  and    dismay  among  the 
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Christians,  while  it  equally  rejoiced  and  encourap;od  the 
Moslemah  ;  but  the  latter  then  returned  to  their  internal 
disputes,  and  the  factions  renewing  their  intrigues  with  re- 
doubled eagerness,  a  large  party  was  found  who  proclaimed 
Abdallah,  the  brother  of  Abul  Hassan,  their  king,  declaring 
that  prince,  whom  they  called  Abdallah  El  Zagal,*  to  be  the 
only  man  capable  of  conducting  that  unhappy  war  and  making 
head  against  the  exigencies  of  tlie  times.  Their  choice  was 
applauded  by  a  large  body  of  the  people,  who  had  already 
begun  to  murmur  against  Abdallah  El  Zaquir,  and  even  de- 
clared him  to  be  less  useful  to  the  state  than  his  old  father,t 
who,  although  now  bending  under  the  weight  of  years,  did 
not  shrink  before  the  horrors  and  perils  of  war. 

These  strictures  wounded  the  self-love  of  Abdallah  El 
Zaquir,  and  he  desired  much  to  perform  some  exploit  which 
might  avail  to  increase  his  reputation  among  those  of  his 
party.  Hearing  that  Medina  Lucena  was  but  negligently 
guarded,  he  determined  therefore  to  make  an  irruption  on 
the  Christian  territories  so  far  as  the  Comarcas  of  Lucena, 
and  to  attempt  the  conquest  of  that  city.  Having  assembled 
his  cavalry,  which  was  composed  of  the  flower  of  tht  Grana- 
dlne  youth,  he  departed  from  the  capital  at  that  instant ; 
and  it  is  said,  that  as  Abdallah  El  Zaquir  was  passing 
forth  by  the  gate  of  Elvira,  he  broke  his  lance  in  the  arch- 
way of  the  portal,  a  thing  which  the  superstitious  held  to 
be'of  evil  augury  ;  nay,  it  was  considered  to  betoken  an  un- 
happy result  to  the  enterprise  commenced  that  day.J  Nor 
were  there  wanting  those  who  warned  Abdallah  to  that 
effect :  but  he  did  not  believe  in  vain  observances,  nor  fear 
the  evil  auguries  which  alarmed  his  followers,  and  felt  con- 
fident that  he  was  proceeding  to  certain  victory. 

Now  the  general  commanding  Medina  Lucena  was  Don 
Diego  de  Cordova,  and  he,  while  he  carefully  strengthened 
the  defences  of  his  city,  gave  notice  to  other  generals  of  the 
frontiers,  Don  Alonzo  de  Aguilar,  and  the  Alcayde  of  the 

*  El  Zngal :  tbe  vigorous,  the  efBcicnt. 

t  Such  is  the  phrase  of  the  text  to  the  letter ;  yet  Abul  Hassau,  wliosr' 
age  is  so  frequently  alluded  to  as  much  advanced,  was  not  then  more 
than  forty-eight  years  old. 

X  The  reader  w'll  remember  that  a  circumstance  exactly  similar  is 
related  of  Mohamad  Abdallah  II. 

TOL.  III.  A  A 
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Eoval  Pages,  exhorting  them  to  liasten  to  his  assistance 
with  their  cavaky  ;  the  spies  whom  lie  retained  at  tlie  court 
of  (rraTiada  liiiving  given  him  liDicly  notice  ot"  tlie  irruption 
raoditatcJ  by  their  King  Abdullah  El  Z;u|iur:  the  latter  soon 
appeared  accordingly  in  the  district  of  Aguilar,  committing 
great  devastations  on  the  Comarcas  of  Lucena,  whence  he 
gathered  a  considerable  number  of  captives,  with  great 
store  of  flocks  and  herds. 

i\jTived  before  Lucena,  Abdallah  despatched  a  menacing 
summons  to  the  Alcayde,  assuring  Don  Diego  that  if  he  did 
not  siu-render  the  place  'nathoufc  delay,  he,  Abdallah,  would 
1  ake  it  by  force  of  arms,  and  then  the  entire  garrison  should 
be  put  to  the  edge  of  the  sword. 

The  Alcayde,  whether  because  he  really  feared  the  result 
of  a  conflict,  or  whether,  as  is  more  probable,  he  did  but 
temporise  with  a  view  to  his  opponent's  ruin,  proposed  that 
the  matter  should  be  decided  by  negotiation,  and  for  that 
purpose  he  requested  that  the  Arrayaz,  Ahmed  Aben  Zeragh, 
who  was  his  friend,  and  who  rode  in  the  company  of  King 
Abdallah,  should  be  appointed  to  hold  a  conference  with 
him  on  the  subject.  In  the  proposals  then  made  by  Don 
Diego,  and  the  discussion  of  the  difficulties  raised  by  his 
care,  a  large  portion  of  the  day  was  consumed,  yet  nothing 
had  been  concluded,  when  there  suddenly  appeared  the 
advanced  bodies  of  the  frontier  guard,  approaching  for  the 
relief  of  Lucena.  Then  the  infantry  of  Abdallah  El  Zaquir 
were  seized  with  affright,  and  began  to  retire  Avithout  order, 
crossing  the  river  before  they  arrested  their  steps  :  but  the 
Granadine  cavalry  prepared  for  battle,  disregarding  the  re- 
treating movement  of  the  foot-soldiers,  who  did  not  con- 
stitute the  most  important  part  of  their  force,  and  for  whom 
the  horsemen  made  a  clear  space,  that  they  might  retire  with 
the  flocks  and  captives  to  a  place  of  security,  while  they  ad- 
dressed themselves  to  their  preparations  for  battle. 

The  attack  and  defence  were  alike  impetuous  and  well 
supported,  and  the  conflict  which  ensued  was  among  the 
most  obstinate  and  sanguinary  of  those  sanguinary  times:  nor 
could  it  well  be  otherwise,  since  the  boldest  and  most  ac- 
complished cavaliers  of  Andulusia  were  fighting  on  that 
field  ;  but  the  numbers  of  the  Christians  were  continually 
augmenting  by  the  auxiliaries  which  arrived  to  their  succour, 


A.D.  1483.]     DEIEAT  OF  ABDAILAH  EL  ZAQUIE.       355 

and  tbe  inhabitants  of  Lucena  also  poured  out  in  great 
masses,  throwing  themselves  into  the  midst  of  the  battle 
at  the  moment  when  the  ground  was  most  furiously  con- 
tested. The  Moslemah  were  therefore  compelled  to  retire, 
and  began  to  follow  the  direction  previousl}^  taken  by  the 
fugitives  on  the  opposite  bank  of  the  river,  but  still 
fighting. 

A  new  troop  of  combatants  from  the  city,  reinforced  by  a 
body  of  horse  from  Don  Alouzo  D'iVguilar,  at  length  put 
the  G-ranadine  cavaliy  also  to  flight ;  but  even  while  flying 
they  yet  wheeled  their  horses  often  to  the  face  of  the  foe, 
and  fought  with  astonishing  steadiness.     The  able  and  ex- 
perienced general  Aly  Athaur,  Alcayde  of  Loxa,  who  was  at 
the  side  of  the  King  Abdallah  El  Zaquir,  fell  pierced  by 
many  a  thrust  of  the  Infidel  lance,  he  having  performed  acts 
of  prowess  that  day  which  were  beyond  what  could  be  hoped 
for  at  his  advanced  age ;  and  on  that  sanguinary  field  of 
battle  he  obtained  the  crown  of  martyrdom  wliich  his  heroic 
deeds  had  merited.     By  the  death  of  the  valiant  Alcayde, 
with  the  fall  of  fifty  more  brave  cavaliers  wht   had  sur- 
rounded the  king,  and  fought  like  lions  to  protect  his  per- 
son, Abdallah  El  Zaquir  was  left  alone,  and  fijiding  himself 
in  the  midst  of  his  enemies,  he  thought  only  of  escaping 
from  the  perils  of  the  strife.     But  his  horse  was  exhausted 
by  weariness,  and  he  knew  well  that  the  animal  could  not 
bear  him  to  a  place  of  security ;  wherefore,  having  attained 
the  banks  of  the  river,  he  suffered  himself  to  sink  from  its 
back,  and  endeavoured  to  conceal  himself  amidst  the  willows 
aad  other  trees  that  hung  over  the  water.     Seeing  that  he 
was  closely  followed  by  three  Christians,  who  were  advanc- 
ing to  attack  him,  and  fearing  that  he  should  there  lose  hia 
life,  the  unhappy  Zaquir   declared  that  he  was   the  king ; 
whereupon  his  captors  took  him  alive,  and  having  conducted 
nim  to  their  camp,  they  led  him  before  their  generals,  to 
whom  his  person  was  well  known.     He  was  then  treated  by 
those   Infidel  chiefs  with   that   respect   and  consideration 
which  are  always  due  to  a  king  however  deeply  degraded. 

The  news  of  that  unhappy  event  was  swiftly  borne  to 
Granada,  when  it  filled  the  city  with  aflSiction,  for  the 
flower  of  tl]e  Granadine  cavalry  had  perished  on  the  field, 
and  the  voice  of  mourning  was  heard  in  every  house ;  in 
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some  they  wept  for  a  fnllier,  in  others  for  a  brotlier,  here 
tlie  son  was  hist,  and  tliere  had  fallen  a  husband  or  a  lover. 
The  party  jireviously  attaehed  to  the  ill-starred  Kiii^ 
Abdallah  FA  Zaijuir  lost  eourage,  and  many  of  his  supjjorters 
passed  over  to  the  King  Abul  Hassan,  seeing  that  men  ever 
abandon  the  losing  side  to  increase  the  train  of  him  v.liom 
Fortune  appears  to  favour. 

And  now,  whether  King  Abul  Hassan  rejoiced  in  the 
disaster  whicli  liad  befallen  his  rebel  son,  no  man  will 
incpiire  of  me.  He  departed  for  Malaga  without  delay,  in 
pursuance  of  his  brother  Abdallah's  counsels,  and  having 
arrived  in  Granada  ho  took  possession  of  the  Alhambra, 
none  of  those  still  adhering  to  the  part}-  of  his  son  making 
any  attempt  to  impede  him. 

The  Sultana  Zoraya,  mother  of  the  King  Abdallah  El 
Zaquir,  now  despatched  ambassadors  to  the  King  of  Castillo 
to  treat  for  the  ransom  of  her  sou,  and  Math  them  she  sent 
a  vast  amount  of  treasure  for  the  payment  of  the  same.  To 
Abdallah  she  wrote  letters  consoling  and  cncourairinfr  him 
under  the  misfortune  he  had  suflered ;  but  she  furthermore 
advised  him  to  promise  the  King  of  Castillo  whatever  that 
sovereign  might  desire,  and  to  offer  him  without  reserve  what- 
soever concessions  might  best  promote  the  recovery  of  his 
freedom.  To  the  security  of  that  object  she  exhorted 
Abdallah  to  give  his  sole  attention,  leaving  all  beside  in  the 
bands  of  his  fortune.  In  conclusion,  the  Sultana  declared 
that  an  event  which  appeared  to  be  a  misfortune,  not  uufrc- 
quently  proved  to  be  the  most  secure  path  to  the  attain- 
ment of  the  object  desired  :  she  bade  her  son  remember  how 
his  grandfather,  Abeu  Ismail,  had  ascended  the  throne  of 
Granada  by  aid  of  the  King  of  Castillo,  and  reminded  him 
of  the  still  greater  flicilities  for  accomplishing  that  end 
which  were  possessed  by  himself,  who  had  so  powerful  a 
party  in  all  the  provinces  of  the  kingdom. 

The  King  Zaquir  accordingly  agreed  to  all  the  require- 
ments of  the  King  of  Castille  ;  not  only  did  he  subject 
himself  to  perpetual  vassalage,  but  he  furthermore  engaged 
to  pay  twelve  thousand  doubloons  of  gold  annually  in 
acknowledgment  of  the  lordship  of  the  Christian  King. 
Abdallah  likewise  promised  to  send  a  large  amount  of 
rich  presents,  with  three  hundred  Christian  captives,  who 
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were  to  be  selected,  at  the  choice  of  the  King  of  Castille 
himself,  from  those  then  in  Granada,  and  whom  Abdullah 
engaged  to  restore  to  their  liberty.  A  further  stipulation 
of  that  treaty  went  to  the  effect  that  El  Zaquir  was  bound 
to  present  himself  whenever  summoned  for  the  service  of 
the  King  of  Castille,  and  whether  in  time  of  peace  or  of 
war.  Nay,  to  make  proof  of  the  sincerity  of  these  oftei's, 
Abdallah  did  not  scruple  to  propose  his  only  son  as  an 
hostage  to  be  retained  by  the  Christian  king  ;  but  tlie  latter 
was  on  his  part  to  give  El  Zaquir  aid  for  the  reduction  of 
all  the  cities  in  Grranada  still  retaining  their  allegiance  to 
the  king  his  father. 

On  all  these  matters  the  King  of  Castille  held  counsel 
with  his  advisers,  when  the  opinions  were  much  divided : 
some  would  not  consent  to  restore  Abdallah  to  liberty,  Avhile 
others  on  the  contrary  advised  that  the  offers  he  made 
should  be  accepted  without  delay,  himself  being  sent  back 
free  to  continue  the  series  of  discords,  revolutions,  and 
disorders,  wherewith  the  factions,  dividing  the  kingdom  of 
Granada,  were  assuring  the  ruin  of  their  country,  while 
they  should  themselves  profit  by  those  dissensions  to 
appropriate  the  fortresses  of  the  Moslemah,  and  render 
themselves  masters  of  the  land. 

And  this  was  the  counsel  which,  as  being  the  most  crafty 
and  most  fatal  to  Islam,  was  adopted  by  the  King  of  Castille. 
It  was  therefore  agreed,  that  in  consideration  of  the  proffers 
made  by  Abdallah,  the  Christian  king  should  restore  him  to 
liberty  and  assist  him  in  the  recovery  of  his  kingdom ;  or,  to 
speak  with  more  exactitude,  and  express  the  truth  as  it  was, 
in  the  fomentation  of  those  ruinous  civil  wars  which  were 
to  desolate  the  Vegas  of  Granada,  and  water  the  pleasant 
fields  of  the  country  with  the  blood  of  his  people. 

King  Abdallah  El  Zaquir  was  then  conducted  to  Cordova 
by  the  Alcayde  of  Porcuna ;  he  was  presented  to  Don 
Eernando,  the  King  of  Castille,  who  entertained  him  with 
much  honour,  and  the  semblance  of  infinite  amity,  Don 
Fernando  would  not  permit  Abdallah  to  kiss  his  hand,  but 
embraced  him  and  called  him  his  friend.  They  signed 
those  treaties  which  had  been  concerted,  in  a  spirit  so 
favourable  to  the  Christians  but  so  fatal  to  the  Moslemah ; 
then  did  the  star  which  is  most  inimical  to  Islam  pour  its 
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Tnalic[naiit  influence  over  Spain,  and  that  decree  went  forth 
which  (htoi-mined  the  conclusion  of  the  Moslemah  empire  in 
Andalusia. 


CHAr.  XXVTI. — Increased  bitterness  op  partt  spirit  in  granada. 

REMARKABLE  DISCOURSE  OF  THE  AYME*  MAOER.    ABDALLAU  EL  ZAQAL 
IS  PROCLAIMED  KING. 

The  unliappy  King  Zaqnir  was  instantly  sent  to  Granada, 
attended  by  a  brilliant  company  of  Christian  cavaliers,  when 
the  Sultana  mother,  being  apprised  of  his  near  approach, 
despatched  the  principal  persons  of  the  court  to  receive  him 
and  join  themselves  to  his  attendants  ;  but  his  party  had  then 
much  diminished,  and.  each  day  took  more  or  less  from  the 
number  of  his  followers,  as  the  knowledge  of  the  treaties  he 
had  made  with  the  Christians  became  disseminated  among 
the  Faithful.  The  cavaliers  of  his  train  brought  him  into 
the  capital,  and  some  who  were  of  his  kindred  succeeded  in 
obtaining  possession  of  tlie  Albaycin  ;  they  made  them- 
selves masters  of  a  postern  thereof  in  the  middle  of  the 
night,  and  with  extraordinary  courage  forced  their  way  into 
the  building :  other  nobles  then  conducted  the  king  to  the 
towers  of  the  Alcazaba,  and  on  the  following  morning  there 
were  rumours  sent  throughout  the  capital  to  the  eifect  that 
the  King  Zaquir  was  in  the  Alcazaba. 

And  now,  as  the  people  are  ever  ready  to  accept  novelties, 
some  of  them,  attracted  by  the  hope  of  promoting  their 
private  interest,  assembled  in  the  squares  and  public  places ; 
others,  led  simply  by  the  voice  of  the  multitude,  began  to 
follow  the  lead  of  such  as  were  sent  among  them  by  the 
party  of  King  Zaquir,  and  to  cry  aloud,  "  Long  live  our 
King  Muhamad  Abdallah :  Granada  shall  be  happy  under 
the  rule  of  our  King  Zaquir  !"  with  other  phrases  of  similar 
value.  The  treasures  of  the  Sultana  AValidet  were  not  spared 
on  that  occasion,  but  being  opportunely  distributed  among  the 

*  Ayme,  Alime :  a  member  of  the  legal  and  clerical  bodies,  which,  in 
Moslemah  countries,  are  united  and  maJke  but  one,  as  our  readers  will 
remember. — Tr. 

t  Sultana  Walida  or  Walide  :  the  queen  mother. 
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people,  added  many  voices  to  the  party  of  lier  son  :  nor  did 
the  lattex*  fail  to  second  her  endeavours, — be  decreed  re- 
wards to  his  followers  on  the  day  of  his  arrival,  promising 
Alcaydias  moreover,  and  other  employments,  to  many 
persons,  whom  he  won  over  by  that  bait  thrown  out  to  their 
covetousness :  for  these  causes  not  a  few  of  the  Granadines 
were  induced  to  join  in  the  cry  for  his  exaltation,  and  took 
arms  in  his  behalf. 

The  King  Abul  Hassan,  father  of  Abdallah  El  Zaquir, 
was   in   the  Alhambra  when   informed  that  his   son   had 
reached  the  capital ;   that  announcement  being  followed  by 
the  further  intelligence  of  his  having  made  himself  master 
of  the  Alcazaba,  and  of  the  large  party  fast  gathering  round 
Abdallah :  the  aid  his  son  had  obtained  from  the  Christians, 
was  also   made  known  to  the  king.      Abul  Hassan  then 
assembled  his  counsellors,  and  it  was  resolved  without  a 
dissentient  voice  that  Abdallah  must  be   driven  by  force 
from  the  city,  while  all  who  held  their  Alcaydias   at   his 
hands  were  to  be  deprived  of  their  employments.     Much 
was  said  of  the  abasement  and  humiliation  to  which  the 
majesty  of  kings  was  reduced  in  his  person ;  much  also  of 
the  vassalage  and  subjection  to  the  Christian  king  in  which 
he  consented  to  be  held,   but  most  of  all  did  the  speakers 
insist  on  his  want  of  good  fortune  and  the  weakness  of  his 
character. 

The  King  Abul  Hassan,  however  deeply  impressed  by 
the  horrors  in  which  a  civil  war  must  needs  involve  the 
country,  could  not  tamely  see  himself  contemned  and  de- 
spoiled" of  the  throne  by  his  son  ;  there  were,  moreover,  then 
occurring  to  his  mind  certain  auguries  of  evil,  prognos- 
ticated to  him  by  the  astrologers  on  the  unfortunate  day 
which  saw  the  prince  enter  the  world :  thus  he  resolved  that 
the  Albaycin  should  be  attacked  on  the  morrow,  and  a  battle 
delivered  against  the  adherents  of  the  opposite  faction. 

As  the  dawn  appeared  on  that  mournful  and  horrible  day, 
all  the  city  trembled  with  the  clamours  of  the  trumpets, 
atambours,  and  other  instruments  of  war.  The  inhabitants 
dared  not  open  their  doors,  armed  men  were  hurrying 
through  the  streets  in  all  directions,  some  proclaiming  the 
King  Zaquir,  others  the  King  Xeque,  and  the  followers  of 
each   assembled    on    the    public    squares    to   decide   that 
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unnatural  dispute.  Tho  pco[)le  of  Abiil  IFiissan  were  thd 
tirst  to  attiu'k  tlio  rebels  ;  hut  th(\so  la.st,  altlioui^li  l)y  much 
the  f^iratoi'  luunbcr,  wcro  ibr  the*  most  part  loose  ])aiul3 
formed  from  tlio  drepjs  of  tlie  people,  and  these  instantly 
fled  tho  combat,  taking;  tlicir  way  to  tho  streets  which 
they  had  barricaded  and  iortilied :  there  tlie  resistance  was 
renewed,  and  the  strup^glo  was  a  sanguinary  as  well  as 
an  obstinate  one, — all  day  did  tlie  carnage  continue  with 
obstinate  animosity,  and  the  Jail  of  night  alone  put  an  end 
to  that  cruel  slaughter. 

Both  parties  were  then  preparing  to  pass  the  hours  of 
darkness  in  renewing  their  dispositions  for  the  mortal 
encounter  of  the  following  day  ;  but  it  then  chanced  that  the 
King  Abul  Hassan,  having  assembled  the  council  of  his 
Alimes  and  Xequos,  began  to  lament  over  the  fate  of  the 
many  brave  cavaliers,  tho  defence  and  oidy  hoj)o  of  the 
kingdom,  mIio  had  found  their  death  in  that  deplorable 
coullict ;  and  as  the  grief  of  heart  with  which  he  mourned 
those  portentous  evils  was  made  manifest,  an  Alime,  named 
Macer,  stood  forward  to  propose  an  arrangement  by  which 
both  ])arties  might  be  conciliated,  and  peace  restored  to  the 
sutler ing  land. 

This  was  no  other  than  the  exaltation  of  Abdullah  El 
Zagal,  brother  of  Abul  Hassan,  to  the  throne  of  Grranada, 
and  to  that  measure  the  king  gave  his  assent  in  council 
before  the  night  was  spent.  Abul  Hassan  was  the  more 
readily  induced  to  take  this  step  by  the  persuasions  of  his 
son,  the  Infant  Cidi  Almayar,  who  reminded  him  that  the 
perturbations  and  disquietudes  of  a  changing  and  perilous 
world  were  no  longer  suited  to  his  age, — that  the  throne  of 
Granada  was  floating  in  the  midst  of  a  stormy  and 
tumultuous  sea,  that  his  years  demanded  repose,  and  that 
he  would  do  wisely  to  abandon  the  difiiculties  of  public  life 
and  to  place  the  cares  of  government  on  the  more  robust 
shoulders  of  one  better  able  to  endure  them,  retiring  himself 
to  live  in  peace  and  tranquillity  wherever  it  might  please 
him  to  choose  his  abode,  with  the  assurance  that  nothing 
would  ever  be  permitted  to  disturb  the  repose  of  that 
asylum  which  he  should  select  for  the  refuge  of  his 
remaining  life. 

"When  the  day  once  r^icre  appeared,  tlie  harsh  tones  of 
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the  drums  and  trumpets  anuounced  to  tlie  unhappy 
dwellers  in  Granada  the  reconunencement  of  tliat  frightful 
conflict  which  was  tearing  them  to  pieces.  Embittered  by 
increasing  hatred,  the  struggling  bands  breathed  only  the 
most  deadly  vengeance :  each  man  stood  ready  to  stain  his 
weapon  in  the  blood  of  his  neighbour,  for  the  defence  of  the 
party  whose  cause  he  had  adopted :  the  number  of  lives 
prepared  for  sacrifice  amidst  the  horrors  of  that  second  day's 
strife  were  eagerly  computed  by  their  maddening  leaders, 
and  all  were  on  the  point  of  mingling  in  deadly  combat, 
when  the  Alime  Macer,  a  man  of  high  authority  in  the 
popular  assemblies,  addressed  the  multitude,  bursting  forth 
in  a  loud  voice,  and  uttering  the  words  that  follow  :  — 

"  What  fury  is  this.  Oh  ye  citizens !  To  what  further 
point  do  ye  propose  to  carry  this  frenzy  of  rage,  which  is 
causing  you  to  disregard  your  own  lives,  to  forget  your 
■wives,  your  children,  and  your  country,  and  all  to  gratify 
the  mad  ambition,  the  unworthy  passions  of  others.  AVhafc 
unspeakable  folly  is  yours !  What  fatal  blindness !  Are 
you  then  content  to  become  victims,  some  to  the  unwar- 
ranted desire  for  empire  of  one  who  is  a  bad  and  disobedient 
son,  and  all  to  the  ill-governed  passions  of  two  men,  both  of 
whom  are  destitute  of  virtue,  excellence,  good  fortune,  or 
any  other  of  those  royal  qualities  that  best  adorn  a  throne  ? 
both  are  disputing  a  kingdom  which  neither  of  them  merits, 
nor  is  capable  of  defending.  Is  it  not  a  disgrace  for  you  to 
expose  your  live  sin  favour  of  such  men  ?  Or,  if  the  shame  do 
not  affect  you,  Oh  citizens,  suffer  yourselves  to  be  moved  by 
the  danger  in  which  you  all  stand.  Think  of  what  might  be 
your  condition  were  the  rivers  of  noble  blood  here  shed  in 
this  bad  cause  offered  up  in  worthy  battle  with  our  enem^ies, 
and  in  the  defence  of  our  dear  country.  Our  conquering 
banners  would  then  be  floating  over  the  Guadalquiver  and 
the  distant  shores  of  the  Tagus.  Can  you  hope  that  the  name 
of  El  Zaquir,  or  the  vain  shadow  called  El  Xeque,  will  prove 
able  to  protect  or  defend  you?  Kings  without  value  as 
without  power!  Abandon  this  ruinous  folly  ;  for  if  that  be 
not  done,  rest  assured  that  your  downfall  is  at  hand.  Nor  is 
there  wanting  in  this  kingdom  a  brave  man,  an  illustrious 
hero,  the  descendant  of  our  exalted  and  glorious  kings,  who 
might  govern   you  by  his  prudence,  and  whose  greatness 
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would  sufFu-o  to  lead  you  to  \nctorY  over  our  enemies.  Tou 
all  know  lli;it  1  speak  to  you  of  the  Wall  of  Malnp;a,  tho 
Infant,  Ahdallali  El  Zagal,  the  terror  of  the  Cliristian 
ftontiera." 

As  tlu>so  last  words  were  uttered,  all  the  party  of  tho 
King  Abul  Hassan  raised  their  voices,  and  cried,  "  Long 
live  the  Infant  Abdallah  El  Zagal ;  long  live  the  Wall  of 
Malaga  !     Let  him  be  our  leader  and  sovereign." 

That  cry  was  then  rajiidly  carried  through  the  ranks  of 
both  parties,  and  the  chief  leaders  of  the  two  factions  soon 
became  of  one  accord  in  that  matter,  resolving  to  des])ateh 
au  embassy  to  Malaga  with  entreaties  that  Abdallah  EI 
Zagal  would  repair  to  the  capital,  there  to  assume  the 
government  of  the  kingdom,  seeing  that  bis  brother  Abul 
Hassan  had  now  become  old,  and  could  effect  but  little. 
They  added  the  assurance  that  Abul  Hassan  was  prepared 
to  yield  the  command  of  his  own  free  will,  and  aflirmed  in 
conclusion  that  his  son  Abdallah  El  Z:iquir  had  rendered 
himself  an  object  of  abhorrence  to  all,  by  his  treaties  of 
alliance  with  the  Christians,  of  whom  he  had  made  himself 
the  vassal  and  tributary. 

The  ambassadors  departed  for  Malaga  accordingly,  where 
they  were  received  by  Abdallah  El  Zagal,  who  had  been 
prepared  for  their  arrival  by  letters  which  he  had  received 
a  few  hours  previously  from  his  brother  Abul  Hassan,  and 
wherein  he  was  informed  of  the  decision  which  had  been 
taken  by  the  council. 

When  the  envoys  declared  their  mission,  the  Infant 
Abdallah  expressed  his  gratitude  to  those  who  had  done  him 
so  much  honour,  and  replied  to  the  effect  that  he  accepted 
the  crown  they  offered  him  He  then  made  preparations  for 
his  departure,  and  left  Malaga  with  a  brilliant  company. 
Among  the  most  distinguished  of  those  whom  Abdallah 
selected  to  be  of  his  train  was  the  noble  Eeduan  Ben  Egas, 
to  whom  he  offered  the  government  of  Grranada. 

And  now  it  came  to  pass,  that  when  the  company  of 
Abdallah  had  attained  the  foot  of  the  Sierra  Nevada,  his 
people  perceived  a  band  of  ninety  Christian  cavaliers,  who 
had  come  forth  from  Alhama  to  plunder  the  Comarca :  the 
Moslemah  then  fell  upon  those  Infidels,  and  slew  all,  not 
leaving  a  man  alive.     Kejoicing  in  that  good   fortune,  they 
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proceeded  on  their  road  to  G-ranada,  where  they  entered 
joyfully,  and  were  received  as  in  triumph. 

The  Infant  Abdallab  El  Zagal  repairing  at  once  to  the 
Alhambra,  was  there  welcomed  and  embraced  by  liis  brother, 
the  King  Abul  Hassan,  who  was  content  to  fulfil  every 
condition  proposed  by  Abdallab.  Immediately  after  the 
arrival  of  the  Infant,  Abul  Hassan  left  Granada,  departing 
with  his  Hareem  and  his  treasures  to  Illora,  whither  he  was 
accompanied  by  his  sons,  Cidi  Yahye  and  Cidi  Alnahar. 

Thus  did  Abul  Hassan  Ben  Ismail  abdicate  tlie  empire 
of  his  own  free  will,  in  the  year  of  the  Hegira  889. 


CHAP.     XXXVIII. — CO^TQFESTS     OF     THE     CHRISTIANS.         THE   WAE 
AGAINST  THE  MOSLEjUAH  IS   CONTINUED. 

The  compromise  thus  made,  and  the  agreement  entered 
into  by  the  two  parties,  could  not  but  displease  many,  and 
Abdallab  El  Zaquir  was  more  especially  aggrieved  thereby  ; 
he  was  not  to  be  pacified  by  any  concession,  iior  could  he 
agree  to  any  condition  the  effect  of  which  was  to  diminish 
his  authority,  still  less  to  such  as  tended  to  deprive  him  of 
the  kingdom.  His  uncle,  Abdallab  El  Zagal,  proposed 
that  they  should  both  reign  in  Granada,  himself  retaining 
the  occupation  of  the  Alhambra,  and  El  Zaquir  remaining 
master  of  the  Albaycin,  while  the  Taas  of  the  kingdom 
might  be  divided  between  them.  He  added,  that  what  they 
shoidd  both  consider  principally  at  that  time  was  the 
necessity  that  existed  for  putting  an  end  to  the  encroach- 
ments of  the  Christians,  and  securing  the  happiness  of  the 
kingdom,  or  at  least  impeding  the  approach  of  its  downfall, 
■which  could  not  fail  speedily  to  arrive,  should  the  civil  war 
be  continued. 

But  these  reasonings  had  little  effect  on  Abdallab  El 
Zaquir:  it  is  true  that  he  preteuded  to  accede  to  the 
proposals  of  his  uncle,  and  made  loud  professions  of  zeal 
for  the  public  good,  but  he  did  not  yield  on  any  essential 
point,  and  his  affected  submission  produced  no  iiseful 
result, 

Abdallab  El  Zagal  then  felt  himself  compelled  to  call  on 
the  Infant    Zelim,   his    brother-in-law,  who   was   AYali   of 
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Alnicria,  for  aid  aj^ainyi  liis  iiepliow  Abdalhih  VA  Zaquir, 
nnd  for  nuxiliarica  that  might  enablo  him  to  defend  tlio  land 
from  its  enemies  :  he  did  tlie  same  in  vespeet  to  his  nepliew, 
the  Infant  Yaiiye,  son  of  Zelim,  who  was  Waii  of  (iuadix, 
when  both  those  princes  assured  him  of  tlieir  assistance, 
and  promised  to  espouse  his  interest  against  the  King 
Zaquir. 

That  unhappy  Jung  tlien  sent  messengers  to  the 
Christian  generals  on  the  frontier,  giving  them  to  know  that 
he  was  in  pressing  need  of  tlieir  sueeour,  since  he  was  him- 
self abandoned  by  many  of  his  principal  nobles,  and  was  on 
the  point  of  being  expelled  from  Granada  :  wherefore,  those 
Infidels,  desiring  much  to  maintain  that  civil  war  which  was 
so  advantageous  to  themselves,  and  whereby  they  w^ere 
enabled  so  largely  to  extend  their  conquests,  lost  no  time 
in  supplying  him  with  a  force  of  cavalry  and  crossbowmen. 
But  in  proportion  as  his  power  for  war  was  increased  by 
that  alliance  with  the  enemies  of  Allah,  and  the  arrival  of  those 
Infidel  troops,  by  so  much  was  his  influence  diminished 
with  the  Moslemah  nobles  ;  and  the  principal  cavaliers  con- 
tinued to  fall  off  from  his  party. 

At  the  same  time  that  the  Christians  sent  troops  to  the 
King  Zaquir,  whereby  they  assisted  him  to  maintain  those 
dissensions  in  the  interior  of  the  kingdom  which  were  com- 
pleting the  ruin  of  the  Moslemah,  they  assembled  a  power- 
ful army  to  attack  the  Faithful  from  without.  That  force 
they  marched  to  Alora,  a  city  very  advantageously  seated 
on  bold  and  rocky  heights  overlooking  the  shores  of  the 
Zaduca.  Laying  close  siege  to  this  place,  the  Christiana 
assailed  it  with  artillery,  wliich  battered  down  the  strong 
walls,  when  the  inhabitants,  dismayed  by  the  sight  of  those 
terrific  engines,  and  by  the  fearful  thunders  of  tlie  same, 
had  recourse  to  the  method  of  negociation,  and  the  condi- 
tions being  arranged,  they  surrenderd  their  city  by 
capitulation,  being  themselves  free  to  depart  with  safety  for 
their  lives  and  in  possession  of  all  their  property.  The 
Alcayde  of  this  town  of  Alora  was  the  much-honoured 
cavalier  Cid  Aly  El  Bazi. 

Cazara-Boneia  and  other  towns  of  the  Comarca  threw 
open  their  gates  in  like  mannner  to  the  Christian  invader  ; 
but    the    light    horsemen    of    Antequera,   which   is   near 
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Cazara-Bonela,  came  forth  to  do  battle  with  the  Infidel,  and 
the  encounter  that  ensued  was  a  very  obstinate  one, 
costing  the  lives  of  many  brave  and  noble  cavaliers  ;  but  tlie 
Moslemah  were  at  length  compelled  to  yield  to  the  multi- 
tude of  their  assailants,  and  they  then  retired  into  the 
mountains. 

In  the  summer  of  that  year  the  Christians  filled  the 
Vega  of  Grranada  with  their  troops,  committing  cruel  devas- 
tations ;  the  harvests  were  burnt  in  the  fields,  and  the  fruit- 
trees  were  torn  up  by  the  roots.  The  autumn  was  passed 
in  like  manner ;  Infidel  bauds  overran  the  entire  country, 
and  as  the  winter  approached,  a  strong  body  of  Christians 
appeared  before  the  fortified  town  of  Setenil,  which  they 
assailed  with  the  whole  force  of  their  terrible  artillery.  Nor 
did  any  long  time  elapse  before  that  fortress  also,  perceiving 
that  no  succours  were  sent  to  its  relief,  made  terms  of  capi- 
tulation with  the  enemy,  and  the  inhabitants,  receiving 
assurances  of  safety  for  their  lives  and  possessions,  sur- 
rendered Setenil  to  the  enemy  of  Allali. 

The  two  kings  claiming  rule  in  Granada  had  meanwhile 
not  relaxed  in  their  efiTorts  to  destroy  each  other ;  but 
while  thus  seeking  what  each  believed  to  be  his  own 
interest,  they  suffered  the  whjle  empire  to  be  lost.  Those 
who  formed  the  party  of  the  King  Zaquir  believed  them- 
selves very  fortunate  because  they  had  not  to  contend  with 
the  armies  of  the  Christians,  whom  they  believed  to  be  tlieir 
allies  ;  but  they  daily  beheld  their  fields  laid  waste,  and  their 
fruit-bearing  trees  rooted  up,  by  those  allies  whose  sole 
Intent  was  to  impoverish  and  ruin  the  kingdom,  and  who 
cared  little  under  what  pretest  that  object  was  effected. 

The  King  Abdallah  El  Zagal  now  despatched  an  embassy 
with  letters  to  the  princes  of  Africa  and  the  Soldan  of 
Egypt,  requesting  them  to  send  him  auxiliaries  against  the 
Christians,  whose  occupation  of  the  country,  with  the 
ravages  they  were  committing,  he  did  not  fail  to  describe, 
adding  that  they  were  then  proposing  nothing  less  than 
the  extinction  of  the  Mosleman  empire  in  Spain.  He 
concluded  by  exhorting  his  brethren  in  the  Faith  to  take 
arms  for  the  defence  of  Islam.  But  the  immutable 
decree,  inscribed  on  the  tablet  of  the  Destinies,  had  now 
attained  the  period  of  its  fulfilment,  and  from  no  part  did 
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there  como  succours  for  tlio  siukiug  kiiifjdoin  of  Granada. 
The  Christians  were  now  making  an  irruption  on  the 
territory  ot"  Loxa,  and  hiying  cluse  siege  to  the  city,  not- 
withstanding the  rigours  ol"  the  winter  seaBon,  and  the 
lieavy  rains  wliicli  were  then  falling :  they  would  without 
doubt  have  nuule  themselves  masters  thereof,  as  they  had 
done  of  Cazara-Bonela  and  other  towns,  seeing  that  they 
had  reduced  the  place  to  grievous  extremities ;  but  tlie 
defenders  received  timely  succour  from  Eang  Abdallah  El 
Zagal,  who  sent  the  cavalry  of  Granada  to  their  aid. 

iVlter  that  campaign,  El  Zaquir  set  himself  to  compass 
the  expulsion  of  his  uncle,  Abdallah  El  Zagal,  from  the 
capital ;  many  battles  were  then  fought  between  the  two 
parties  in  the  streets  and  public  squares  of  the  city,  to  the 
scandal  of  all  good  and  honourable  men.  In  Almeria, 
meanwhile,  the  inhabitants,  inlluenced  by  the  Infant  Zelim, 
declared  for  Abdallah  El  Zagal ;  they  denounced  the  King 
Zaquir  aa  a  renegade,  and  false  to  the  Moslemah.  The 
same  thing  occurred  in  Medina  Guadix,  by  the  intervention 
of  the  Infant  Tahye,  the  sou  of  Zelim. 

About  this  time  the  Christians  took  possession  of  the 
fortified  town  of  Cohin,  when  they  put  the  inhabitants  to 
the  edge  of  the  sword,  in  revenge  for  the  obstinate  defence 
they  had  made :  the  walls  of  Cohin  were  then  razed  to  the 
foundations.  That  done,  the  victorious  Infidels  passed  on 
to  Cartama,  which  surrendered  to  their  arms,  and  they  next 
proceeded  to  Medina  Ronda,  a  city  and  fortress  inaccessible 
to  an  enemy,  since  the  seat  thereof  is  on  high  rocks,  and 
the  strength  of  the  defences  is  increased  by  a  river  with 
bold  and  rocky  shores,  by  which  the  site  is  surrounded. 
Eonda  was  defended,  moreover,  by  the  most  valiant  Mos- 
lemah in  the  kingdom  ;  its  inhabitants  were  bold  and  hardy 
men,  well  experienced  in  the  arts  of  war,  of  infinite  address 
in  the  use  of  their  weapons,  and  renowned  for  their  endur- 
ance of  toil. 

The  Christians  blockaded  the  place  with  the  utmost  care, 
closing  every  approach,  and  permitting  no  succours  to  be 
brought  in  by  the  people  of  the  Comarcas.  But  the  city 
was  amply  supplied  with  every  kind  of  provisions,  and  had 
good  store  of  arms:  thus  the  besiegers  could  make  but 
little  progress,   and    the    siege    was    greatly    protracted. 
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The  Kings  of  Granada  were  meanwhile  continuing  their 
ruinous  discords ;  they  suffered  the  precious  moments  to 
pass  unheeded,  and  did  not  give  a  thought  to  the  preserva- 
tion even  of  that  most  important  fortress,  Medina  Honda, 
although  it  was  acknowledged  to  be  the  very  bulwark  of  the 
kingdom.  During  the  siege  the  valiant  defenders  made 
numerous  sallies  on  the  Christians,  for  whom  they  also 
prepared  night  attacks,  and  surprises  of  every  sort  that 
could  be  devised :  the  besiegers  on  their  part,  and  that 
they  might  be  the  better  prepared  to  meet  those  frequent 
sallies,  established  five  separate  camps,  and  thus  surrounded 
the  whole  place  with  their  five  divisions,  among  which  the 
powerful  host  of  the  Infidels  assembled  before  Konda  was 
then  distributed. 

And  now  the  combats  did  not  cease  either  by  night  or  by 
day,  insomuch  that  the  unfortunate  inhabitants  had  not  a 
moment  of  repose.  •  "Wherefore,  seeing  that  no  succours 
were  sent  to  divert  the  attention  of  their  enemy,  and  finding 
that  they  were  in  imminent  danger  of  being  overcome  by 
force  of  arms,  they  began  to  think  of  making  tenjs  with  the 
enemy,  and  were  the  more  disposed  thereto  because  the  tears 
of  their  women  and  the  wailing  of  their  little  ones  still 
was  unceasing,  and  could  not  but  move  them  to  com- 
passion. They  opened  the  negociation  therefore,*  and 
having  made  good  conditions,  they  surrendered  Medina 
Eonda  to  the  Christians.  That  event  took  place  on  the 
23rd  day  of  May,  in  the  year  I4*85.t  The  victors  then 
placed  a  garrison  of  their  own  troops  in  the  fortress,  and 
set  themselves  to  repair  the  ramparts,  covered  ways,  towers, 


*  But  not  until  the  public  buildings  and  large  numbers  of  the 
private  dwellings  had  been  destroyed  by  a  species  of  bomb  or  grenade, 
which  authors  allude  to  as  believed  to  have  been  used  for  the  first  time 
at  the  siege  of  Konda,  although  there  is  httle  positively  asserted  on 
that  liead.  Tliat  some  missive  carrying  fire  among  the  dwellings  of  the 
people  was  used  against  them  is,  however,  tolerably  weU  authenticated, 
and  that  unwonted  spectacle  reduced  even  the  bravest  of  the  defenders 
to  despair, — Heaven  itself  being  declared  by  the  terrified  inhabitants 
to  be  sending  those  flames  among  them.  This,  to  a  certain  extent, 
accovmts  for  the  sm'render,  the  mention  of  wliich  seems  to  come  some- 
what hastily  after  the  eulogies  bestowed  but  a  moment  before  on  the 
bravery  and  persistence  of  the  defenders. — Tr. 

+  According  to  Mariana. — Conde. 
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and  other  defences,  •which  they  liad  destroyed  or  injured  in 
the  course  of  the  siege.  It  was  at  this  time  also  that  tho 
city  of  IMarbalia,  wliich  is  on  tho  sea  coast,  was  taken  by  tlic 
enemies  ol"  Allah. 

Tho  King  Zaquir  still  maintained  himself  in  the  Albaycin 
of  Granada  by  means  of  his  Christian  auxiliaries:  he  had 
also  a  large  number  of  the  lower  and  labouring  classes  of  the 
people  in  his  interest,  these  men  not  being  capable  of 
looking  beyond  tlio  advantages  of  the  present  hour,  and 
thinking  only  of  the  momentary  convenience  to  be  derived 
from  the  crafty  alliance  into  which  the  King  of  Castille  had 
entered  with  their  lord:  butthe  Alamis,  Alfakies,  Alearis,  and 
Alcadies  of  the  kingdom,  held  Abdallah  El  Zaquir  in  abhor- 
rence, since  they  considered  him  as  the  instrument  employed 
for  completing  the  ruin  and  destruction  of  their  country.  The 
principal  Walies  and  Alcaj'dcs,  with  the  most  distinguished 
Arraezes  or  military  leaders  of  Granada,  were  for  the  most 
part  in  the  interest  of  Abdallah  El  Zagal ;  but  these  nobles 
added  perpetual  food  to  the  flames  o*^  that  civil  discord 
by  which  the  heart  of  the  empire  was  consumed,  and 
contributed  by  their  private  animosities  and  continual 
dissensions  to  prolong  the  devastating  war  which  was  devour- 
ing the  strength  of  the  land. 

Then  there  came  intelligence  to  the  effect  that  tho 
Christians  were  marching  on  the  city  of  Yelez  Malaga, 
and  those  Arraezes,  with  the  Alfakies  of  Granada,  knowing 
the  vast  importance  attached  to  the  preservation  of  that 
place,  besought  King  Abdallah  El  Zagal  with  earnest 
prayers  to  march  at  once  to  its  relief.  They  implored 
Abdallah  to  forget  the  interests  of  the  civil  war,  if  only  for 
a  moment,  and  represented  to  him  tliat  by  proceeding  to 
the  succour  of  the  menaced  city  he  would  not  only  perform 
his  duty  as  a  monarch,  but  would  add  much  authority  and 
weight  to  his  pretensions  and  party :  these  reasonings 
prevailed  with  the  king,  and  he  prepared  for  the  campaign. 
Before  leaving  Granada,  Abdallah  El  Zagal  desired  to 
conclude  some  kind  of  ag)'eement  Avith  bis  nephew,  the  King 
Zaquir  He  was  willing  to  make  many  concessions ;  yet 
El  Zaquir,  full  of  distrurt,  would  not  listen  to  any  of  the 
proposals  of  El  Zagal,  and  they  could  come  to  no  terms  of 
accommodation.      Abdallah    El     Zagal    was    nevertheless 
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compelled  to  go  forth  by  the  scandal  which  he  perceived  to 
be  given  to  the  city  by  his  neglect  of  the  suffering  Mosleinah, 
who  were  contending  against  the  foe  in  Velad  Malaga; 
he  tlierefore  placed  himself  at  the  head  of  a  well-appointed 
force  of  cavalry,  and  marched  in  person  to  their  aid. 

The  armv  then  led  to  the  field  was  a  large  one,  and  King 
Abdallah  El  Zagal  divided  it  into  equal  portions :  one  of 
these,  which  was  the  advanced,  he  committed  to  the  conduct 
of  Eeduan  Ben  Egas,  his  cousin,  and  the  second  was  led  by 
himself.  The  first  division  then  proceeded  towards  the 
camp  which  the  Christians  had  fixed  before  Moclin,  a 
fortified  town  closely  besieged  by  their  troops,  but  de- 
fending itself  well,  being  encouraged  thei-eto  by  the  native 
strength  of  its  position  and  the  height  of  its  walls,  as  well  as 
by  the  valour  of  its  inhabitants.  Eeduan  Ben  Egas  attacked 
the  enemy's  encampment  on  a  certain  day  at  the  hour  of 
dawn,  and  his  onslaught  was  so  impetuous  that  the  Infidels 
were  unable  to  resist  the  fury  thereof.  The  Chiistian 
infantry  then  fell  a  sacrifice  to  the  Moslemah  rage,  and  the 
few  who  found  means  to  save  their  lives  fled  in  terror. 

And  now  King  Zaquir  also  resolved  to  display  his  zeal  for 
the  defence  of  his  people,  and  the  desire  he  felt  to  protect 
them :  in  pursuance  of  that  intent  he  therefore  assembled 
forces,  and  made  preparation  for  proceeding  to  the  relief  of 
the  Moslemah  who  were  engaged  in  the  defence  of  Loxn. 
Meanwhile,  the  Christians,  who  had  lost  no  time,  made 
themselves  masters  of  Albahar  and  Cambil,  two  fortresses 
which  are  separated  by  the  river  Erio,  but  which  theMosleman 
captains,  to  whom  the  guardianship  of  the  same  had  been 
confided,  did  not  defend  as  they  ought  to  have  done.  King 
Zaquir  at  length  departed  from  Grranada  with  his  people  ; 
they  entered  Loxa  by  making  their  way  through  the  camp 
which  surrounded  the  city,  but  where  there  was  not  a 
large  force. 

When  the  Christians  were  informed  that  King  Zaquir 
was  in  Loxa,  they  resolved  to  reduce  the  place  without  loss 
of  time,  and  sent  reinforcements  to  their  generals  already 
before  the  city.  El  Zaquir  then  marched  at  the  head  of 
fifteen  thousand  carefully  chosen  horsemen  to  impede  the 
advance  of  the  enemy,  whom  he  awaited  in  a  rocky  pass  of 
great  asperity  and  difiicuity  ;  but  the    enterprise  ho   had 

VOL.  III.  B  B 
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uiiiiortakeii  was  a  service  of  iiifantrv  rather  tlian  cavalry'',  and 
ho  ejected  nothing  of  moniont.  ilo  returned  to  the  city 
as  the  Christians  were  entering  tlie  suburbs,  and  liad  a 
sharp  skirmisli  with  thoni,  but  was  defeated  and  compelled 
to  seek  refuge  Avithin  tlu;  ■walls.  The  enen^y  then  destroyed 
the  bridge,  thereby  compelling  the  cavalry  oi'  Loxa,  which 
was  a  brave  and  distinguished  body  of  troops,  to  desist  from 
making  those  sallies  W'iierein  they  had  previously  given 
proofs  of  tiieir  valour.  The  Infidels  also  attacked  the  walls, 
of  which  they  battered  down  a  considerable  portion. 

Tlien  the  King  Zaquir,  fearing  lest  he  should  fall  into  the 
hands  of  his  enemies  or  pretended  allies  for  the  second 
time,  commanded  that  proposals  for  a  capitulation  should  be 
made,  which  was  done  as  he  had  ordered  :  by  the  conditions 
obtained,  the  Mosleniah  were  then  permitted  to  depart  in 
safety ;  bearing  with  them  so  much  of  his  possessions  as 
each  man  could  car^}^  Thus  was  that  invaluable  city  of 
Loxa  surrendered  to  the  Christians. 

King  Zaquir  then  excused  himself  to  his  Infidel  allies, 
who  complained  of  the  treacherous  manner  in  which  he  had 
broken  the  compact  between  them  and  himself,  by  protest- 
ing that  he  had  done  so  only  by  force,  and  because  he  had 
been  compelled  by  his  subjects  to  those  acts  of  violence, 
He  asstu-ed  them  that  in  his  heart  he  was  ever  the  same, 
and  added  that  what  had  happened  by  compulsion  did  not 
deserve  to  be  called  ditloyalt}'.  The  Christians,  whose 
interest  it  was  to  retain  the  wretched  Zaquir  in  the  position 
which  he  held  for  their  benefit,  affected  to  believe  these 
exculpations ;  they  dissembled  their  anger,  and  took  care  to 
throw  no  impediment  in  the  way  of  those  discords  which  it 
was  certain  he  would  again  proceed  to  ferment,  and  in  which 
they  justly  believed  themselves  to  behold  the  assured  de- 
struction of  the  jMoslemah  power.  Masters  of  Loxa,  as  hath 
been  related,  the  Christians  then  continued  their  advance, 
and  occupied  other  towns  of  the  Comarca. 

Now  the  liiug  Abul  Hassan,  who  had  retired  at  so  oppor- 
tune a  moment  for  his  repose  to  Illora,  was  at  the  same 
time  compelled  to  fly  from  the  near  approach  of  the  enemy ; 
he  therefore  took  refuge  in  Almunecaub,  and  in  that  palace 
he  died,  before  witnessing  the  downfall  of  his  country. 
There   are   some  who  afiirm  that  his  death  was  brought 
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about  by  bis  brotber,  Abdallab  El  Zagal ;  but  God  only 
knows  tbe  truth.     He  alone  is  eternal  and  immutable. 

The  advantages  obtained  by  tbe  Christians  in  the  course 
of  this  year  were  very  great.  Having  taken  the  city  of 
Loxa,  they  made  themselves  masters  of  lUora — the  two 
eyes  of  G-ranada ;  nor  did  any  long  time  elapse  after  these 
events  before  Zagra,  Banos,  and  other  places  also,  fell  into 
their  hands. 

Abdallab  El  Zaquir,  §et  free,  as  hath  been  said,  by  tho 
Christians,  returned  to  Granada,  and  availing  himself  of  the 
opportunity  presented  by  the  absence  of  his  uncle  in  the 
war — Abdallab  El  Zagal  being  still  engaged  in  restraining 
the  Christians,  who  were  seeking  to  advance  on  Velez 
Malaga, — he  occupied  all  the  forts  in  the  city,  and  took  up 
his  residence  in  the  Alhambra. 


CHAP.  yyyTX. — ^The  Chsistians  take  many  cities  and  towns 

FEOil   THE   JIOSLEilAU. 

An^EE  the  victory  which  had  been  obtained  over  the 
Christians  near  Moclin  by  Eeduau  Ben  Egas,  that  general, 
obeying  the  orders  of  Abdallab  El  Zagal,  proceeded  to 
succour  the  people  of  Yelez  Malaga,  who  were  brought  to 
very  grievous  straits,  seeing  that  the  enemy  bad  entered 
their  suburbs,  and  were  attacking  the  defences  of  the  place 
with  the  fearful  thunders  of  their  artillery.  Abdallab  El 
Zagal  followed  in  person  with  his  troops  to  aid  the  eftbrts  of 
bis  general,  justly  considering  that  the  peril  of  Velez 
Malaga  placed  the  whole  kingdom  in  danger.  The  army  of 
Abdaiiah  was  composed  of  twenty  thousand  horsemen,  while 
the  people  of  the  villages,  whom  he  had  assembled  on  his 
way,  made  a  body  of  infantry  of  about  as  many  more. 
Eeduan  Ben  Egas  attacked  the  camp  of  the  Christians  with 
his  cavalry,  and  cut  down  all  that  presented  themselves 
before  him ;  but  the  distance  at  which  the  king's  army  still 
remained,  and  tbe  slowness  of  his  march,  prevented  the  valiant 
Eeduan  from  completing  tbe  glory  of  that  day  by  a  general  en- 
gagement, which  could'  not  have  been  less  than  a  triumph. 
But  so  was  it  not  the  will  of  God  that  the  battle  should 
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iiul.  When  tho  cavaliy  of  Abdallali  appeared  on  the  field, 
the  Christians,  who  had  a  very  numerous  army,  distributed 
in  \ari()us  parts  ot"  tlio  Coiiiarca,  had  found  time  to  asseuiblo 
those  Ibrcos  into  one  body  :  thus  united  and  restored  to 
good  order,  they  attacked  him  on  his  arrival  with  a  prompti- 
tude and  resolulioTi  bywhieli  he  was  defeated  and  vancjuished; 
since  tiie  multitude  of  people  by  which  he  was  accompanied, 
being  little  inured  to  war,  fled  whithersoever  they  could 
find  a  place  of  safety,  nor  dared  to  turn  their  faces  to  the 
enemy. 

The  brave  Eeduan  Ben  Egas,  who  had  fought  lilce  a  lion 
throughout  the  day,  seeing  at  length  that  the  Moslemali 
•were  thrown  into  irremediable  disorder,  gathered  together 
such  relics  of  his  force  as  he  could  draw  around  him,  and 
threw  himself  with  them  into  the  city  ;  thus  redeeming  from 
that  wreck  a  band  of  valiant  cavaliers  whose  presence 
gave  some  encouragement  to  the  disheartened  garrison  of 
Velez  Malaga. 

After  that  disaster,  the  King  Abdallali  El  Zagal  returned 
to  Granada  with  some  few  horsemen,  the  remnants  of  his 
defeated  army ;  but  as  many  fugitives  from  that  unhappy 
tield  had  arrived  before  him  with  the  fatal  intelligence  of  his 
rout,  the  people,  rising  in  revolt,  anathematised  the  con- 
quered king ;  nay,  even  those  who  had  before  adhered  most 
closely  to  hia  party,  now  abandoned  him  for  his  nephew, 
the  King  Zaquir.  As  he  approached  the  gates  of  the  city, 
therefore,  they  closed  them  against  the  unfortunate  Abdallah, 
and  all  with  one  accord  made  proffer  of  their  obedience  to 
El  Zaquir.  So  do  men  ever  turn  their  backs  on  those  who 
are  persecuted  by  fortune.  King  Abdallah  El  Zagal,  and 
such  of  his  people  as  remained  with  him,  then  retired  to 
Medina  Guadix,  which  still  acknowledged  his  rule,  as  did 
Almeria  and  Baza,  where  he  was  well  received  by  the 
Infant  Zelim  and  his  son  Yahye,  who  held  those  cities  as 
Walies  by  inheritance. 

Velez  Malaga  was  meanwhile  maintaining  the  defence 
against  the  Christians  with  much  constancy,  the  brave 
Eeduan  Ben  Egas  making  numerous  attacks  upon  the 
Christian  camp,  which  he  assailed  by  night  and  when  he  was 
least  expected,  giving  the  besiegers  frequent  surprises,  and 
causing  them  a  vast  amount  of  damage  in  various  ways. 
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But,  liis  hope  of  rstainiug  the  place  being  at  length 
lost,  the  noble  and  valiant  general  himself  advised  the 
inhabitants  to  seek  their  safety  in  capitulation,  offering  his 
own  mediation  with  the  Conde  de  Cifuentes,  he  ha\nng 
entertained  a  friendship  for  that  Christian  from  the  time 
when  the  latter  was  his  prisoner  in  Granada :  the  people  of 
Velez  Malaga  wei*e  therefore  allowed  to  depart  in  safety 
whithersoever  they  pleased,  receiving  permission,  further- 
more, to  bear  all  their  property  with  them.  The  city  was 
then  surrendered  to  the  Christians.  That  event  took 
place  on  the  27th  of  October,  in  the  year  1487. 

No  long  time  after  the  surrender  of  Velez  Malaga,  the 
fortified  town  of  Bentome,  followiDg  the  example  of  the 
first-named  city,  also  resigned  her  destinies  into  tlie  hands  of 
the  Christians ;  and  these  losses  compelled  even  Medina 
Malaga  to  admit  the  conviction  that  the  fearful  tempest  by 
which  they  were  overwhelmed  was  now  fast  approaching 
herself. 

The  beautiful  and  ancient  city  of  Malaga  is  seated  on  the 
edge  of  tlie  sea,  whose  waters  bathe  her  walls.  A  commo- 
dious haven,  and  spacious  docks  for  the  construction  of 
galleys,  are  among  the  riches  of  the  place.  The  city  is  for 
the  most  part  erected  on  the  plain,  but  on  one  side  there  is 
an  acclivity,  on  which  there  are  two  fortresses  ;  the  upper- 
most called  Grebalfaro,  the  lowermost  the  Alcazaba.  On  the 
land  side  there  are,  moreover,  beautiful  hills  and  gentle 
slopes,  covered  with  vine-grounds,  fair  gardens,  and  houses 
of  recreation,  built  thereon  by  the  citizens. 

Now  the  fear  of  the  Infidel  enemy  in  those  unhappy 
times,  had  caused  the  Alcayde,  Aben  Muza,  to  attempt  the 
extension  of  his  defences,  and  to  seek  au  increase  of  strength 
for  the  garrison  also ;  he  had  therefore  assembled  a  body  of 
troops  from  Africa  :  the  men  whom  he  then  took  into  his  pay 
were  of  a  brave  and  hardy,  but  very  fierce,  nay,  ferocious 
race.  The  Alcayde,  Aben  Muza,  au  illustrious  cavalier, 
who  was  kinsman  to  the  King  Abdallah  El  Zagal,  and  a  man 
of  much  prudence  as  well  as  brave  ly,  considering  the  evils 
that  must  result  from  an  assault,  had  no  sooner  found 
himself  besieged  by  tlie  Christians,  than  he  had  turned  his 
thoughts  to  aM  accommodation  by  treaty.  But  those  Alb.ar- 
bares  of  Africa,  suspecting  from  the  secrecy  with  whicli  the 
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negocintions  were  carried  on  that  a  plot  was  formed  for  tlieir 
own  destruction,  and  thinkin<;  the  myston"^  in  wliicli  tliose 
matters  were  involved  could  concern  nothing  less  than  a 
purpose  of  selling  them  and  delivering  them  to  the 
Christians,  rose  in  fearful  revolt,  and  suddenly  jiiaking 
themselves  masters  of  the  Alcazaba,  they  massacred 
the  whole  garrison  of  that  fortress.  Aben  Conixa, 
who  was  the  leader  of  that  force,  and  whose  brother  had 
fallen  a  sacrifice  in  the  early  part  of  the  affray,  did  with 
great  difficulty  succeed  in  recalling  the  Africans  to  order, 
and  in  tranquillising  their  minds  ;  but  they  obtained  posses- 
sion of  the  city  walls  and  gates,  whence  they  would  not 
suffer  any  man  to  issue,  nor  was  an  inhabitant  of  Malaga 
allowed  to  speak  with  one  of  the  Christians  on  any  pretext : 
he  who  should  attempt  to  do  so,  they  announced  their  de- 
termination to  put  instantly  to  death. 

The  Christians  had  meanwhile  advanced  their  camp,  and 
began  to  surround  the  city  ■vsith  a  circumvallation  and  deep 
ditch,  extending  from  sea  to  sea,  and  enclosing  all  within 
the  two  horns  of  the  crescent  thus  fonned.  Every  day  did 
the  Moslemah  sally  forth  to  impede  these  works  and  destroy 
whatever  they  could  approach  ;  not  unfrequently  did  they 
press  forward  with  admirable  valour,  even  to  the  tents  of  the 
Infidel,  whom  they  killed  and  wounded  in  great  numbers, 
causing  them  to  remain  in  continual  anxiety  and  terror : 
these  efforts  were  renewed  almost  daily  through  the  entire 
duration  of  tlie  siege. 

But  after  a  time,  as  the  city  was  a  thickly-peopled  one, 
it  was  not  possible  to  obtain  a  sufficient  supply  of  pro- 
visions, and  a  want  of  food  began  to  make  itself  felt ;  the 
citizens,  rich,  and  accustomed  to  a  life  of  plentiful  enjoy- 
ment, could  not  suffer  hunger,  and  secretly  resolved  to 
make  an  attempt  for  relieving  themselves  from  the  fear  of 
that  calamity,  by  promoting  the  surrender  of  the  city.  The 
principal  among  those  so  determined  was  a  very  rich 
citizen,  called  Aly  Dordux,  and  this  man  succeeded  in 
getting  to  the  camp  of  the  Christians,  with  proposals  to 
that  effect. 

But  the  King  of  Castillo  replied  by  refusing  all  conditions, 
and  demanded  that  the  people  of  Malaga  should  sur- 
render themselves  to  his  mercy ;   he  publicly  ordered  the 
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envoy  to  bear  that  answer,  and  thereupon  dismissed  him 
from  his  presence ;  yet  in  secret,  and  before  the  departure 
of  the  messenger  from  his  camp,  the  King  made  protfer  of  a 
large  sum  to  Aly  Dordux,  on  condition  that  the  latter  should 
facilitate  the  conquest  of  Malaga.  This  man,  therefore,  con- 
sidermg  his  private  interest  rather  than  the  safety  and  well- 
being  of  his  fellow  citizens,  delivered  to  those  who  had  sent 
him  the  reply  of  the  Christian,  as  given  to  him  in  public, 
but  he  secretly  contrived  to  procure  the  enemy  admission 
into  the  fortress.  The  whole  city  then  became  a  scene  of 
confusion  and  dismay,  no  man  being  certain  whether  the 
presence  of  the  Christian  soldiers  was  to  be  considered  as  the 
result  of  a  convention,  or  attributed  to  perfidy  and  treason. 
But  their  doubts  were  soon  at  an  end :  the  enemy  proceed- 
ing to  plunder  them  of  all  they  possessed,  while  they 
captured  many  of  the  defenders,  who  had  not  been  able  to 
save  themselves  by  sea :  yet  a  large  number  found  means 
to  redeem  their  lives  in  that  manner. 

The  unhappy  dwellers  in  Malaga  now  beheld  their  riches 
carried  away  before  their  eyes,  while  they  w^re  left  to 
poverty  and  despair  :  none  escaped  that  spoliation,  save 
Aly  Dordux,  who  was  appointed  Wall  of  the  city,  to  the 
end  that  he  might  assign  to  each  of  his  hapless  fellow- 
citizens  the  amount  of  ransom  to  be  paid  for  his  life,  and 
might  collect  those  sums  for  the  treasury  of  the  Christian 
King. 

And  so  was  lost  that  beautiful  and  ancient  city  of 
Malaga,  which  hath  thenceforward  remained  subject  to  the 
King  of  Castillo :  the  entrance  of  the  Christians  therein 
took  place  on  the  18th  day  of  August,  in  the  year  1487.* 

JSTow  the  King  Abdallah  El  Zagal  had  retired,  as  we  have 
said,  to  Guadix  :  he  had  thence  endeavoured  to  inflict  all 
the  injury  within  his  power  on  the  frontiers  of  Murcia,  and 
in  that  work  he  was  assisted  by  the  Infant  Zelim,  "Wall  of 
Almeria,  who  made  frequent  inroads  on  the  enemy  from 
the  last-named  city.  But  these  two  men  acted  from, 
■wholly  opposite  motives,  and  with  very  different  views. 

Abdallah  El  Zaquirwas  meanwhile  sending  rich  gifts  from 
Granada  to  the  King  of  Castille,  whom  he  hoped  thereby 

*  According  to  Maruma :  but  the  true  date  of  that  event  is  liSS.— Condi 
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to  iiiaintaiii  in  a  friendly  disposition  towards  himself: 
beautiful  horses,  with  gorgeous  caparisons,  for  the  Chris- 
tian King,  and  line  tissues  of  woven  silk  or  gold,  with 
caskets  of  Oriental  perfumes,  for  the  queen,  formed  a  por- 
tion only  of  those  magnificent  presents.  Abdallah  furtlier- 
jnore  congratulated  l)on  Ternando  on  his  occupation  of 
Malaga,  and  the  rest  of  his  fortunate  conquests,  believing 
that  he  was  thus  avoiding  disturbance  in  his  own  territory. 
The  Christian  kings*  received  all  these  demonstrations 
with  much  pleasure,  but  they  none  the  less  continued  the 
work  they  had  commenced  ;  nay,  rather  they  pursued  their 
purpose  of  bringing  the  JMosleman  empire  to  its  downfall 
with  a  constantly  increasing  determination. 

Inflated  by  the  surrender  of  Malaga,  and  the  many  other 
towns  he  had  taken,  the  King  of  Castillo  was  impatient  to 
attain  the  object  of  his  desires,  and  render  himself  master 
of  the  cities  still  remaining  within  the  lordship  of  the 
Granadine  sovereigns.  He  first  proceeded  with  a  flying 
camp  to  devastate  the  territory  of  Almeria,  and  restrain 
those  incursions  which  the  Moslemah  of  that  city  did  not 
cease  to  make  on  his  frontier  ;  but  the  Infant  Zelim,  and  his 
son  Cid  Tahye,  marched  forth  against  him  with  their 
cavalry,  and  for  that  time  the  Christian  monarch  was  com- 
pelled to  retire. 

The  King  AbdaUah  El  Zagal  also  made  a  successful 
irruption  on  the  Comarcas  of  the  frontier,  and  advancing  on 
Alcala  Yahseb,  he  cut  up  the  fields,  set  fire  to  the  growing 
crops,  and  driving  oflT  the  cattle  and  herds,  returned  tri- 
umphant with  that  rich  prey  to  Guadix. 

All  the  attention  of  the  Christian  kings  was  now  directed 
towards  the  war  in  which  they  were  engaged  on  the  side 
of  Almeria,  and  they  laid  siege  to  Vera,  which  is  on  the 
edge  of  the  sea-shore,  when  the  inhabitants,  dreading  the 
severity  of  the  conqueror,  surrendered  without  much  delay, 
to  avoid  the  endurance  of  greater  evils.  In  like  manner, 
Muxactas  and  Velad  Alahmar  resigned  themselves  to  the 
hands  of  the  enemy,  as  did  some  other  fortresses  of  that 
Comarca,  which  had  been  left  without  a  sufficient  garrison ; 

*  It  is  thus  that  Ferdinand  and  Isabella  are  usually  designated  by 
the  older  historians. 
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but  the  Christians  were  much  aided  in  their  subjugation  of 
these  places  by  the  terrors  which  liad  seized  the  Mosleraah 
from  the  time  when  they  knew  that  Malaga  and  Roada 
were  lost  to  Islam.  The  people  generally  had,  moreover, 
lost  all  confidence  in  their  kings,  and,  being  without  hope 
of  succour,  would  make  no  attempt  to  defend  themselves, 
lest  by  so  doing  they  should  ensure  the  destruction  of 
their  fields. 

The  fortress  of  Taberna,  of  which  the  site  is  inaccessible, 
was  now  besieged  by  the  Christians,  who  assaulted  the 
city  by  night  and  by  day.  Kiug  Abdallah  El  Zagal,  wlio 
was  then  in  Medina  Guadix,  hastened  to  the  relief  of  that 
place  with  one  thousand  horsemen  and  a  large  body  of 
iufantr}-,  people  gathered  from  the  Sierras,  and  imperfectly 
armed,  but  hardy  and  full  of  courage.  With  this  force  the 
king  took  up  a  position  in  the  woods,  whence  he  inflicted 
lieavy  losses  on  the  Christian  army,  among  whom  he  made 
a  great  carnage  in  many  a  fierce  encounter,  giving  them 
uo  peace,  insomuch  that  by  repeated  skirmish  and  sudden 
onslaught  he  had  exhausted  their  numbers  to  a  degree 
which  compelled  those  Infidels  to  raise  the  siege  of  Taberna ; 
nay,  El  Zagal  drove  them  over  the  frontier,  and  recovered 
all  the  towns  they  had  taken  in  that  district. 

A  similar  fate  was  inflicted  on  the  enemy  of  Allah  in 
Huesca  and  the  Vegas  of  Baza :  from  the  last-mentioned 
city  the  cavalry  of  the  Moslemah  poured  forth  against  the 
Christians  with  irresistible  impetuosity,  when  a  sanguinary 
conflict  ensued  wherein  the  enemy  was  defeated  and  put  to 
flight.  In  the  midst  of  that  carnage  there  died  the  Grand 
Master  of  Montesa,  nephew  of  the  Kiug  of  Castillo. 


CHAP.  XL. — SUEEENDEE  OF  GUADIX  AND  ALMERIA. 

'Now  the  Christisyis,  knowing  that  the  success  of  their  arms 
depended  chiefly  on  the  disunion  and  animosity  existing 
between  the  Moslemah  kings,  began  to  consider  the  means 
by  which  they  might  still  more  eftectually  inflame  the 
fires  of  discord.  With  that  intent,  they  despatched  an 
embassy   bearing  letters  to   the   King   of   Granada,   Abu 
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Abdallah,  called  El  Zaquir,  proposing  conditions  of  alliance, 
and  offerinj:;  their  troops  to  assist  him  against  his  enemies, 
as  well  as  in  the  defence  of  his  territories.  But  one  of  the 
conditions  on  whieli  tlial  aid  was  proll'ered  went  to  the 
effect  that  if  the  Cliristian  King  should  succeed  in  the  sub- 
jugation of  (rnadix,  liaza,  and  Almeria,  (which  cities  were 
then  held  for  the  King  Abdallah  El  Zagal,  or  for  the  Infant 
Zeliiu,)  and  whether  that  were  done  by  capitulation  or  force 
of  arms,  tlie  King  Zaquir  should  be  bound  to  surrender  the 
city  of  G-ranada,  and  place  it  in  the  hands  of  the  Christian 
King.  For  this,  Don  Fernando  of  Castillo  engaged  to 
confer  great  riches  and  an  extensile  lordship  in  the  king- 
dom of  Granada  on  Abdallah  El  Zaquir,  who  might  thus 
live  in  peace  and  security  as  vassal  to  the  King  of  the 
Christians. 

The  unhappy  King  Zaquir,  degraded  and  powerless,  blind 
and  bereft  of  reason,  consented  to  those  humiliating  pro- 
posals, and  signed  the  treaty  of  peace  and  alliance  founded 
on  such  conditions.  Every  desire  of  his  enemies  he  basely 
fulfilled,  nor  could  he  understand  that  those  who  pretended 
to  constitute  themselves  his  defenders  did  but  feed  him 
then  that  tliey  might  subsequently  devour  him  at  their 
lesiure.  The  miserable  Zaquir  meanwhile  beheld  himself  to 
be  daily  moi-e  and  more  an  object  of  abhorrence  to  his 
people,  who  detested  him  for  his  evil  fortune  no  less  than 
for  his  worthlessness  and  incapacity:  seeing  him,  moreover, 
to  be  so  closely  connected  with  the  Christians,  by  his  friend- 
ship with  their  kings,  and  by  the  alliances  which  he  was 
known  to  have  formed  with  those  Infidels,  they  called  him 
a  faithless  Moslem  :  had  they  been  made  acquainted 
with  these  last-mentioned  treaties,  they  would  have  torn 
their  wretched  sovereign  to  pieces  and  burnt  him  alive  ;  but 
they  were  kept  secret,  none  knew  of  their  existence,  save 
only  the  Sultana  mother  and  the  Vizier  Muza  Ben  Almelic, 
by  whom  it  was  that  El  Zaquir  was  urged  to  sign  them, 
they  using  the  fear  in  which  he  lived  of  his  uncle  and 
competitor,  Abdallah  El  Zagal,  as  one  of  their  most  effectual 
incitements  for  that  purpose :  wherefore,  trembling  lest  the 
latter  should  advance  upon  Medina  Granada,  after  his 
victories  of  Baza  and  Huesca,  and  should  expel  him  from 
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his  throne,  Abdallali  gave  ear  to  the  treacherous  King  of 
the  Christians,  accepting  Don  Fernando's  offer  to  divert  the 
attention  of  his  uncle  by  a  devastating  war  in  the  Comarcas 
of  Guadix,  Baza,  and  Almeria. 

Eling  Abdallah  El  Zagal  was  in  Gruadix  when  he  re- 
ceived intelligence  to  the  eifect  that  his  nephew  had  con- 
certed new  treaties  of  peace  and  alliance  with  the  King  of 
Castille,  and  that  the  latter,  seated  on  the  triumphal  car  of 
Hope,  which  had  been  so  lightly  prepared  for  him  by  the 
unhappy  Zaquir,  was  approaching  with  redoubled  fervour 
and  courage  to  renew  the  war  against  himself.  Abdallah 
El  Zagal  was  furthermore  informed  that  Don  Ferdaudo  had. 
held  a  review  of  his  forces  in  Jaen,  where  he  was  at  that 
moment  surrounded  by  an  army  of  fifty  thousand  infantry 
and  twelve  thousand  cavalry,  all  carefully  selected  and  well 
appointed  troops,  Avith  which  he  had  arrived  at  the  fortified 
town  of  Cujar  on  his  way  to  besiege  Medina  Baza. 

Hearing  these  things,  Abdallah  El  Zagal  wrote  an  account 
of  all  to  the  Infant  Cidi  Yahye,  son  of  the  Infant  Zelim  of 
Almeria,  who  had  just  departed  to  the  mere}-  of  AJlah. 
Thrice  fortunate  prince,  since  he  was  thus  spared  the  afflic- 
tion of  looking  with  his  eyes  on  the  grievous  calamities 
and  ultimate  destruction  of  his  country.  The  Infant  Yahye 
instantly  gathered  a  body  of  ten  thousand  Mosleraah, 
chosen  from  among  the  bravest  men  then  in  the  kingdom, 
with  whom  he  threw  himself  into  IMedina  Baza,  to  prepare 
for  the  defence  of  that  place.  This  city  is  seated  partly  on 
the  declivity  of  a  hill,  at  the  foot  of  which  there  runs  a 
pleasant  stream,  and  partly  on  the  plain,  but  on  either 
hand  the  site  is  protected  by  works  of  bold  elevation,  and 
there  are,  moreover,  inferior  heights  covered  with  the  dwell- 
ings of  the  citizens.  The  toAvn  was  sufficiently  provided 
with  the  necessaries  of  life,  and  the  troops  of  the  garrison 
gave  courage  to  the  inhabitants  by  their  own  confidence  and 
valour. 

"When  the  Christians  had  fixed  their  camp,  the  Infant 
Cid  Yahye  went  forth  against  them  with  a  chosen  body  of 
men,  attacking  the  enemy  of  Allah  with  infinite  animation. 
The  encounter  was  as  obstinate  as  it  was  sanguinary ;  the 
Christians  were  defeated  and  thrown  into  disorder,  while 
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the  Moslcmah  pursued  them  even  lo  their  tents,  fillin<? 
their  camp  with  terror  and  eonrusioii,  as  well  aa  with 
mangled  corpses. 

Kg  da^  tiien  passed  in  wliicli  the  Moslemah  did  not  sally 
forth  to  make  onslaughts  against  the  camp  of  their  foe  ; 
night  attacks  and  surprises  were  not  spared,  the  Infidel 
avenging  hiiubeU"  by  cutting  up  the  cultivated  fields  and 
destroying  the  gardens, — ordinary  and  common  calamities 
of  war,  but  which  cannot  be  seen  without  grief  and  tears  by 
the  impoverished  owner  and  ruined  labourer. 

The  Christians,  perceiving  that  the  defence  was  likely  to 
prove  an  obstinate  one,  and  finding  a  serious  diminution 
in  their  strength  by  the  losses  which  those  repeated  sallies 
and  night  attacks  occasioned,  resolved  to  surround  their 
entire  camp  by  cutting  a  deep  ditch  and  constructing  a  cir- 
cumvallation,  which  they  extended  to  the  approaches  and 
entrances  of  the  city.  These  defences  were  furtliermore 
strengthened  by  towers  erected  from  point  to  point,  by 
means  of  which  the  Infidels  restrained  the  sallies  of  the 
valiant  Moslemah.  The  latter  had  previously  performed 
wonderful  acts  of  prowess  during  that  siege,  keeping  the 
Christians  in  such  perpetual  terror  and  anxiety,  that  they 
did  not  dare  at  length  to  go  forth  and  meet  the  Moslemah 
skirmishers  ;  nay,  they  made  no  attempt  to  restrain  their 
advance. 

Six  months  had  now  been  passed  in  these  perpetual 
combats,  when  the  Infant  Cid  Yahye  wrote  to  his  uncle, 
the  King  Abdallah  El  Zagal,  who  -was  then  at  Medina 
Guadix,  giving  him  to  know^  that  if  he  were  not  speedily 
succoured,  the  city  of  Baza  must  fall  into  the  hands  of 
their  enemies.  Nay,  he  subsequently  despatched  a  messenger 
to  the  camp  of  the  Christians,  even  the  Xeque  Hassan, 
Governor  of  jNIedina  Baza,  who  had  his  dii-ections  to  take 
measures  for  the  opening  of  negociations  with  the  Chris- 
tian King. 

The  King  Abdallah  felt  bitter  grief  when  ho  read  the 
letters  of  his  cousin,  the  Infant  Yahye,  whom  he  esteemed 
and  held  in  great  respect,  not  only  because  of  their  near 
relationship,  but  also  on  account  of  his  remarkable  valour : 
yet,  remembering  the  great  bravery  with  which  Cid  Y^ahye 
had   maintained  the  city,  and   seeing   that  while  his  own 
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troops  did  not  suffice  to  the  relief  of  the  place,  neither 
could  they  hope  for  succour  of  any  kiud  from  Gi'anada, 
since  his  nephew,  Abdallah  El  Zaquir,  was  in  close  alliance 
with  the  Christians,  he  replied  to  the  letters  of  the  Infant 
by  declaring  his  assent  to  the  proposed  negociations,  per- 
mitting him  to  surrender  the  place  on  the  best  terms  that 
he  could  make. 

That  reply  filled  the  unfortunate  people  of  Baza  with 
sorrow  and  confusion ;  all  was  sadness  and  despair  among 
the  men,  weeping  and  wailing  on  the  part  of  the  women. 
The  Alcayde  Hassan  was  occupied,  meanwhile,  with  the 
treaty  for  surrender  which  he  had  arranged  with  Don 
Grutier  Cardenas,  a  Christian  cavalier,  deputed  for  that 
purpose  by  the  King  of  Castille.  The  Infant  Cid  Tahye, 
with  certain  of  the  powerful  cavaliers  of  the  Moslemah 
army,  then  went  forth  to  the  camp  of  the  enemy,  when 
they  were  presented  to  the  Christian  Kings,  who  received 
the  Infant  with  great  honour,  treating  him  with  all  the 
observance  due  to  so  noble  a  prince  and  so  valiant  a  general; 
nay,  the  caresses  and  even  paternal  kindness  'vhich  were 
exhibited  by  those  sovereigns  in  favour  of  the  Infant  Tahye 
gained  his  heart  so  completely,  that  he  bound  himself  by 
an  oath  never  more  to  dj\aw  his  sword  against  such  noble 
sovereigns.  For  this,  they  distinguished  him  on  their 
parts  by  the  most  flattering  attentions,  loading  him  with 
magnificent  gifts,  and  conferring  on  him  enormous  revenues. 
The  Queen  of  Castille,  infinitely  delighted  with  the  grace 
of  his  manners,  declared  that  if  she  might  indeed  be  per- 
mitted to  account  the  Infant  Tahye  among  those  of  her 
party,  she  should  consider  the  war  then  desolating  the 
kingdom  of  Granada  to  be  happily  concluded. 

To  all  this  the  Infant  Cid  Tahye  Alnayar  Aben  Zelim 
replied  by  assurances  that  he  would  leave  no  means  un- 
attempted  until  he  had  prevailed  on  his  kinsman,  the  King 
Abdallah  El  Zagal,  to  surrender  the  cities  of  Guadix  and 
Almeria  by  peaceful  negociation,  thus  avoiding  the  devasta- 
tion of  the  Comarcas,  with  all  the  carnage  and  other 
calamities  of  horrible  war.  In  requital  for  that  service  the 
Kings  of  Castille  then  oftered  to  the  prince  and  his  heirs 
magnificent  possessions  in  the  kingdom,  investing  him  on 
the  instant  with  the  Taa  of  Marchena,  its  towns,  territories, 
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and  vassals.  Some  liave  even  declared  that  by  the  per- 
suasions of  the  Queen  of  Castille,  Prinee  Yahye  was 
indueed  to  become  a  Christian,  but  that  this  matter  was 
kept  secret,  to  the  intent  that  he  miglit  not  incur  tin;  ab- 
horrence of  his  troops,  nor  see  himself  abandoned  by  his 
Moslomah  followers,  until  that  completion  of  their  con- 
quest, which  the  Christian  kings  hoped  to  see  efiected  by 
his  means,  should  be  tlnally  accomplished. 

The  Infant  Cidi  Tahye  Alnayar  then  departed  for  Medina 
Guadix,  there  to  hold  conference  with  the  King  Abdallah 
El  Zagal,  who  was  still  in  that  city.  He  then  laid 
before  the  Granadine  sovereign  the  de])lorable  condition  to 
which  the  affairs  of  that  empire  had  arrived,  and  showed 
how  all  things  were  tending  to  render  its  downfall  inevita- 
ble :  he  proposed  that  Abdallah  should  consent  to  make 
terms  with  the  Christians,  since  the  continuance  of  their 
unhappy  struggle  could  thenceforward  not  be  prolonged 
with  any  better  prospect  than  the  desolation  of  the  country 
and  the  slaughter  of  its  inhabitants.  Exhorting  the  falling 
monarch  to  confide  in  the  justice  and  generosity  of  the 
"Kings  of  Castille,  Cidi  Yahye  assured  him  that  he  might 
hope  more  from  them  than  from  his  adverse  fortune — that 
inconstant  power  which  had  so  manifestly  turned  her  back 
upon  his  race.  The  Infant  furthermore  bade  liis  kinsman 
remember  those  fatal  prognostications  made  to  the  de- 
parted King  Abul  Hassan,  when  his  astrologers  had 
examined  the  horoscope  of  the  King  Zaquir  at  the  moment 
of  that  unhappy  prince's  birth  ;  or  if,  as  might  be  affirmed, 
those  predictions  were  to  be  considered  as  fulfilled,  and 
the  menaces  they  announced  accomplished,  when  El  Zaquir 
was  taken  in  the  campaign  of  Lueena ;  yet  this  could  not 
be  depended  on  with  any  certainty,  but  on  the  contrary  it 
seemed  that  there  was  more  portended  by  those  threatening 
stars  than  the  merely  momentary  deprivation  of  his  king- 
dom. He  concluded  by  affirming  that  for  himself  he 
believed  the  measures  he  was  advising  to  be  in  conforniit}^ 
with  the  -sdll  of  God,  and  that  all  the  events  of  which 
they  had  been  witnesses  already  proved  the  crown  of 
Granada  to  be  dcsii.ied  by  the  Almighty  counsels  for  the 
possession  of  those  potent  monarchs,on  whom  He  had  already 
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conferred  other  sovereignties  of  Spain,  and  into  whose  hands 
the  whole  was  now  about  to  falL 

The  Infant  remained  in  silence  after  he  had  thus  uttered 
his  thoughts  on  the  matter,  while  the  King  Abdallah  El 
Zagal,  listening  to  all  these  words  with  the  deepest 
attention,  had  not  moved  an  eyelash :  having  heard  Prince 
Tahye  to  an  end,  he  remained  for  a  considerable  period 
thoughtful  and  without  uttering  a  sound ;  but  at  length, 
having  drawn  a  deep  and  sorrowful  sigh,  he  replied  in  these 
words : — 

"  Allahuma  Subahana  Hu  :*  I  now  perceive,  O  my  kins- 
man, that  such  is  indeed  the  will  of  Allah,  and  what  Allah 
wills  miist  need  come  to  pass  and  be  accomplished.  If  it 
had  not  been  in  the  decrees  of  AUah  Azza  Wajil  that  the 
kingdom  of  Granada  should  fall,  He  would  have  supported 
this  hand  and  this  sword." 

Thereupon  the  princes  agreed  to  repair  without  delay  to 
that  conference  which  Abdallah  El  Zagal  was  now  deter- 
mined to  hold  with  the  Kings  uf  Castille,  and  together 
they  went  forth  for  that  purpose,  proceediL'g  towards 
the  Christian  camp,  which  was  now  on  the  territory  of 
Almeria. 

Don  Fernando  received  the  Moslemah  princes  with  all 
due  honour,  and  the  conditions  of  the  surrender  of  Gruadix, 
with  that  of  Aljtneria,  those  two  richest  jewels  remaining 
to  the  crown  of  Granada,  was  determined.  A  large  part  of 
the  hill-country  of  Granada  was  likewise  included  in  that 
treaty,  seeing  that  it  lay  along  the  coast  and  was  iu  the 
sovereignty  of  the  King  Abdallah  El  Zagal.  The  Christian 
King  then  made  proffer  of  his  perpetual  friendship  and 
favour  to  Abdallah  El  Zagal,  conferring  upon  him  as  his  in- 
heritance the  Taa  of  Andarax,  and  the  Valley  of  Alhaurin, 
including  all  its  villages,  farms,  and  other  domains,  with 
the  half  of  the  Salinas  of  Maleha, — a  poor  and  miserable 
price  for  the  purchased  kingdom. 

It  was  stipulated  for  the  inhabitants  of  Guadix,  Almeria, 
and  Baza,  that  they  were  to  be  left  in  the  undisputed  pos- 
session of  all  their  lands  and  wealth,  free  as  they  had  held 

*  From  the  decision  of  God  there  is  no  appeal. 
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them  before  the  siego  aud  surrender  of  tneir  nomes,  but 
as  the  vassals  of  the  King  of  Castillo,  aud  subject  to  pay 
him  tribute.  Tlieso  eoiulitions  wore  made  public  on  the 
day  Avheu  the  cities  iu  question  ^vere  occupied  by  the 
enemy. 

And  now  the  Christiaus,  as  well  as  the  Moslemah,  found 
it  dillicult  to  believe  in  the  reality  of  what  they  saw  passing 
around  theui,  and  could  not  but  think  that  it  was  all  a 
dream.  The  peojde  of  the  towns  in  the  Coinarcas  were 
amazed  as  well  as  alarmed  by  the  wonderful  surrender  of 
those  mighty  fortresses,  and  could  scarcely  be  persuaded 
that  what  thinr  neighbours  assured  them  was  the  unhappy 
fact,  had  indeed  befallen  them.  Yet  the  unfortuuate 
dwellers  in  the  surrendered  cities  were  meanwhile  doing 
their  part  towards  deceiving  the  people  of  the  Comarca,  in- 
asmuch as  that  they  affected  to  be  entirely  content ;  nay, 
declared  themselves  of  opinion  that  their  happiness  was  now 
to  be  increased,  since  they  were  thenceforward  to  be  spared 
the  terrors  and  anxieties  of  a  devastating  war.  For  these 
causes  they  advised  the  inhabitants  of  the  smaller  towns 
to  follow  their  example.  Whereupon  the  strongholds  of 
Taberna  and  Seron  were  resigned  to  the  possession  of  the 
Christians  by  their  own  free  will,  as  were  subsequently  the 
mighty  and  impregnable  fortresses  of  Almunecaub  and 
Xalubania.  both  situate  on  the  edge  of  the  sea. 

All  these  great  losses  were  sustained  by  the  Moslemah 
in  the  year  896,  and  during  the  moons  of  Muharram  and 
Safer.* 


CHAP.  XLI.— The  disoedeesin  geanada  still  continue. 

The  rumour  of  these  events  was  soon  carried  to  Granada, 
and  the  confirmation  of  that  rumour  was  heard  with 
infinite  dismay.  The  people,  who  had  become  daily  more 
unruly  and  discontented  with  their  king,  Muhamad  Aba 
Abdailah  El  Zaquir,  whom  they  looked  upon  as  the  odious 
cause  of  all  the  evils  which  had  befallen  them,  including 
the  now  imminent  ruin  of  the  Moslemah  power  in  Spain, 

*  A-D.  1490  and  U91.—Conde. 
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felt  their  detestation  increased  by  these  last  calamities  t 
they  no    louger  hesitated  publicly  to  vituperate  him  as  a 
traitor,  a  coward,  the  enemy  of  his  country  and  false  to  his 
faith :  becoming  heated  as  -words  of  that  import  proceeded 
from  mouth  to  mouth,  their  rage  and  disgust  were  uncon- 
trollable, and  rising  in  revolt,  vast  crowds  hurried  to_  the 
Alcazar  with  cries  and  menaces  of  inconceivable  fury,  inso- 
much that  none  could  hope  they  would  be  pacified  until 
they  had  taken  vengeance  on  the  object  of  their  hatred,  by 
depriving  him  of  his  kingdom,  or  even  of   his  life  :    nor 
would  that  catastrophe  have  been  averted,  had  not  ceriiain 
of  the  more  honourable   Xeques  and  Alfakies  of  Granada 
interposed  their  authority  between  the  helplessness  of  the 
king  and  the  rage  of  the  multitude.     These  men  exhorted 
the  furious  crowds  surrounding  the  palace  to  refrain  from 
adding  greater  enls  to  those  already  existing ;  they  repre- 
sented to  them  the  many  sufferings  which  they  had  them- 
selves endured  from  the  indulgence  of  their  violent  passions 
and  the  frequent  tumults  whereby  they  had  made  the  city 
a  slaughter-house  ;    they   declared  the   calamities'  of  the 
kingdom  to  have  proceeded  solely  from  the  seditions  and 
disorders  of  its  own  people,  and  not  from  the  strength  of 
the  enemy  without,  concluding  by  the  assurance  that  one 
only  method  of  repairing  those  evils   now  remained, — the 
union  of  all  for  the  general  safety,  and  the  restoration  of 
that  concord  which  can  alone  preserve  and  strengthen  a 
faUing  state. 

But  while  the  few  fi-iends  of  the  country  thus  endea- 
voured to  diminish  the  dangers  in  which  all  were  involved, 
the  partizans  of  the  unhappy  King  Zaquir  were  but  too 
effectually  employed  in  hastening  the  completion  of  their 
ruin  ;  they  despatched  messengers  to  the  Christians  on  the 
frontier,  demanding  their  aid  as  the  friends  and  allies  of 
their  sovereign.  And  the  Infidel  did  not  lose  that  opportunity 
for  pouring  his  troops  over  the  Vega,  when  these  destroyed 
all  before  them,  as  was  their  wont,  leaving  the  fertile 
fields  a  desert  waste  :  but  the  intelligence  of  that  irruption 
produced  a  greater  effect  upon  the  people  of  Granada  than 
the  reasonings  of  the  Xeques  and  Alfakies  had  done,  seeing 
that  the  words  of  the  Sages,  although  they  had  for  the 
moment  repressed  the  rage  of  the  crowds   which   had   ga- 
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thercd  around  the  Alcazar,  and  bad  saved  the  unhappy  Zaquir 
from  the  popular  violence,  could  yet  not  avail  permanently  to 
calm  the  perturbation  oTthe  i)ublic  feeling.  But  the  necessity 
now  imposed  on  them  ol'  defending  their  devastated  fields, 
compelled  them  to  give  a  truce  to  their  internal  dissensions, 
and  the  popular  movement  ceased. 

Taking    occasion,  nevertheless,    from  that  disorder,  the 
King  of  Castillo  now  sent  letters  to  Abdallab  El  Zaquir, 
reminding  him  of  the  treaty  which  had  been  entered  into 
between  them,  and  in  which  the  King   of   Granada  had 
agreed  to  become  the  vassal  of  the  Christian  King,  sur- 
rendering  to   him  the  city   of   Granada,  so  soon  as  Don 
Fernando   should  have  made    himself  master   of   Guadix, 
Baza,   and  Almeria,  tbe  possessions    of  Abdallah's  uncle, 
"El  Zagal,  whether  by  capitulation  or  force  of  arms.      The 
miserable  and  unfortunate  Zaquir,  now  that  it  was  too  late 
to  avert  the  evils  brought  on  his  country,  perceived  the 
consequences  of  his  weakness  and  want  of  foresight :  he 
replied  by  excusing  himself  from  complying  with  the  Chris- 
tian  King's  demand,  declaring  his    inability  to  fulfil  the 
conditions  of  their  treaty  :  he  gave  Don  Fernando  to  know 
that  there  were  many  great  nobles  and  men  of  authority  in 
Granada  who  would  not  submit  themselves  to  the  vassalage 
implied  therein,  nor  suiFer  them  to  be  accomplished ;  where- 
fore Abdallab  entreated  his  highness  to  be  content  with 
the  fortunate  conquests  which  God  had  already  permitted 
him  to  make. 

About  the  same  time,  the  people  of  Medina  Guadix, 
finding  that  they  were  driven  by  the  Christians  from  their 
city,  and  compelled  to  make  their  abode  in  the  suburbs 
thereof,  began  to  show  signs  of  dissatisfaction ;  and  these 
became  open  rebellion,  when  it  was  found  that  the  Infidel, 
feai-ful  lest  the  inhabitants  should  rise  against  their 
authority,  was  about  to  deprive  them  of  their  arms.  But 
the  Christians  had  a  strong  garrison  in  Guadix,  and  being 
masters  of  aU  the  forts,  they  soon  compelled  the  disaffected 
±0  submission.  The  same  thing  occurred  in  the  Taa,^  of 
Andarax,  where  the  people  rose  against  their  lord,  Abdallah 
TSl  Zagal,  and  would  have  slain  him,  had  he  not  concealed 
himself  at  the  moment,  and  subsequently  found  means  to 
escape  from  their  hands.      He  then  repaired  to  the  King 
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of  Castille,  who  proffered  liim  the  aid  of  his  arms  for  the 
reduction  of  those  disobedient  vassals ;  but  Abdallah  had 
determined  to  abandon  his  unfortunate  country,  and,  de- 
clining that  assistance,  replied  that  he  would  no  longer 
remain  in  the  land,  but  would  at  once  retire  to  Africa. 

To  this  the  King  of  Castille  made  answer,  declaring 
Abdallah  at  liberty  to  take  the  part  which  he  considered  to 
be  that  best  suited  to  his  interests ;  whereupon  El  Zagal 
made  over  the  Salinas  of  Marleha,  with  some  other  parts  of 
his  domains,  to  his  cousin  and  brother-in-law,  Cidi  Yshje 
Alnayar,  son  of  the  Infant  Zelim.  The  Valley  of  Alhaurin, 
with  "the  twenty-three  villages  and  hamlets  which  belonged 
to  him  in  the  Taa  of  Andarax,  Abdallah  sold  to  the  King 
of  Castille,  from  whom  he  had  received  them,  and  who  now 
paid  hnn  the  sum  of  five  millions  of  maravedis  for  those 
possessions.  Having  furthermore  received  many  gifts  and 
much  treasure  from  the  Kings  of  Castille,  Abdallah  El 
Zagal  bade  adieu  to  the  pleasant  land  of  Spain,  and  em- 
barked for  Africa. 

The  excuses  made  by  King  Abdallah  El  Zaquir  were  not 
of  a  kind  to  satisfy  the  Eang  of  Castille,  who  determined 
to  compel  the  Granadine  monarch  by  force  to  the  fulfil- 
ment of  that  which  he  had  so  weakly  and  basely  been  the 
first  to  offer  ;  seeing  that  the  acknowledgment  of  the  Chris- 
tian King  as  his  sovereign  lord  had  been  one  of  the  first 
conditions  for  his  deliverance,  which  had  been  proposed  by 
Abdallah  when  taken  prisoner  at  Lucena.  Thus  Don  Eer- 
uando  assembled  a  great  and  powerful  host,  wherewith  he 
advanced  upon  the  dominions  yet  remaining  to  the  Mosle- 
mah,  and  declared  war  against  the  King  of  Granada. 

But  now  did  Abdallah  El  Zaquir  console  himself  with 
the  flattering  hope  that,  being  delivered  from  all  his  com- 
petitors in  the  kingdom, — his  father,  his  uncls,  and  the 
Infants, — he  should  be  able,  by  the  re-union  of  all  his 
power,  to  defend  himself  from  the  Christian  assailants. 
He  therefore  commanded  the  Alimes  and  venerable  Alfakies 
to  preach  a  Sacred  "War,  directing  them  to  exhort  the 
people  to  concord,  and  arouse  all  to  the  defence  of  the 
country.  Nor  was  this  an  ill-advised  measure  ;  and  one  of 
its  immediate  consequences  was  to  cause  many  of  the  towns 
then  in  the  hands  of  the   Christians  to  rebel  against  their 
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Infidil  iii,istcr3.  All  tlio  hill  country,  moroovcr,  embraced 
the  intoiVHls  of  Abdallali  J''l  ZiHiuir,  from  the  inoiiieiit  that 
ho  iuljurt'd  their  hardy  baiul  in  tlie  uainc  of  reli^!;ion,  and 
Catherine;  eaj^erly  to<];ether,  those  rude  yet  brave  and  faith- 
ful mountaineers  raised  the  banner  of  the  Alpihed.*  The 
town  of  Adra,  which  ia  on  the  Bca-coast,  likewise  took 
up  arms  in  that  cause,  as  did  Castil-Kerruh,  and  many 
other  ]ilaccs. 

El  Zaquir  then  marched  from  his  cajiital  with  a  consider- 
able foTCi'  of  cavalry  and  a  larp;e  body  of  foot-soldiers :  with 
these  he  laid  siege  to  Xalubania,  and  with  another  body  of 
his  troops  he  invested  Aiheudin,  of  which  he  made  himself 
master :  lie  tlien  caused  the  defences  to  be  razed  to  the  foun- 
dations, and  put  the  garrison  to  the  edge  of  the  sword. 
That  event  took  place  in  the  autumn  of  the  year  SOG.f 

The  Christians  now  despatched  succours  to  their  brethren 
thus  attacked  in  the  territory  of  Granada ;  and  to  avenge 
themselves  of  those  who  had  thus  attempted  to  throw  oft 
their  yoke,  they  devastated  the  whole  country,  tearing  the 
seeds  from  the  earth,  and  burning  the  fruitful  fields  to  an 
arid  waste  :  nor  was  this,  which  was  all  that  could  be  effected 
at  that  season  of  the  year,  more  than  the  foretaste  of  the 
vengeance  which  they  proposed  to  inflict  on  the  Moslemah 
before  its  conclusion ;  and  in  efl'ect  the  harvests  of  such 
among  the  cultivated  grounds  as  they  had  not  then  been 
able  to  destroy,  were  ruthlessly  burnt  before  the  labourer 
had  found  time  to  subject  them  to  his  sickle. 

A  strong  force  of  the  Christian  people  was  meanwhile 
assembled  for  the  succour  of  Xalubania  ;  while  the  Mosle- 
mah, who  had  obtained  possession  of  Adra,  were  assailed 
by  the  Infant  Alnayar,  son  of  Cidi  Yahye,  and  grandson  of 
the  Infant  Zelim,  whose  descendants  were  thus  attached  to 
the  fortunes  of  the  Christian  Kings,  serving  under  their 
banners  and  lending  their  arms  to  complete  the  destruc- 
tion of  their  country.  The  father,  Cidi  Yahye,  now  general 
of  an  army  composed  chiefly  of  Moslemah,  who  were  his 
vassals,  was  employed  in  the  subjection  of  the  towns  that 
lie  along  the  shores  of  the  Almanzora,  and  of  the  Taa  of 

*  Algihed  :  Holy  War. 
t  A.D.  14yl. — Comic. 
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Marchena  ;  and  in  that  enterprise  he  had  full  success, 
but  more  by  persuasion  and  intrigue  than  by  the  force  of 
arms. 

In  like  manner  did  the  son  proceed  to  reduce  to  his 
obedience  the  rebels  of  Adra :  he  concealed  from  the  in- 
habitants of  the  city  the  fact  that  his  ships  were  a  Christian 
armament,  by  carrying  on  them  the  African  banners,  and  dis- 
guising his  mariners,  as  well  as  the  soldiers,  in  the  Moslemah 
raiment  :  thus,  expecting  succours  from  Africa,  and  be- 
lieving the  fleet  approaching  to  be  from  their  Moslemah 
brethren  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  strait,  those  of  Adra 
permitted  the  galleys  to  enter  peaceably,  when  they 
at  once  became  masters  of  the  port.  The  father  of  the 
Infant  Alnayar,  even  Cidi  Tahye,  had  meanwhile  arrived 
Avith  his  troops  on  the  land  side ;  when  the  inhabitants,  be- 
coming aware  of  the  deceit  which  had  been  practised  upon 
them,  would  fain  have  defended  their  town :  but  it  was  then 
too  late :  they  attacked  their  betrayers  with  admirable  reso- 
lution, and  fought  an  obstinate  engagement  before  their 
gates  ;  but  they  were  defeated  with  great  slaughter,  and 
compelled  to  take  refuge  within  their  walls,  where  they 
fortitied  themselves  in  the  best  manner  they  were  able. 

The  King  Abdallah  El  Zaquir,  who  was  then  occupied 
with  the  siege  of  Xalubania,  lost  no  time  in  hastening  to 
the  succour  of  Adra :  but  when  he  arrived  within  a  short 
distance  of  the  place,  he  received  the  fatal  news  that  the 
enemy  had  proved  victorious  in  the  battle  above  mentioned. 
Being  furthermore  assured  that  before  he  could  reach  the 
town  it  would  already  have  been  compelled  to  surrender, 
Abdallah  then  retired  to  Xalubania,  which  he  was  be- 
sieging very  closely. 

But  in  Adra  the  king  was  accused  of  being  prevented 
from  marching  to  their  aid  by  his  fears  ;  and  that  ac- 
count of  the  matter  was  promulgated  by  the  populace. 
The  defenders  then  lost  all  hope,  seeing  that  no  succours 
could  now  arrive,  either  by  land  or  sea;  wherefore  they  had 
recourse  at  length  to  the  method  of  negociating,  and  sur- 
rendered on  the  best  conditions  they  could  obtain,  as  had 
been  done  by  other  fortresses. 

The  Christians  who  were  defending  the  strong  town  of 
Xalubania  now  made  known  the  extremity  of  their  peril  to  the 
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Kinj];  of  Castillo,  and  Don  l^'ornando  commanded  the  instant 
dc'parluro  of  a  powerful  army,  wlio  directed  its  march  thither 
■without  delay.  But  even  hefore  the  lii^ht  skirmishers  of  the 
Christian  host  had  made  their  appearance  in  the  Comarcas, 
the  fame  of  its  approach  had  reached  Abdallah  El  Zaquir ; 
when  tliat  irresolute  and  unfortunate  kinp;  immediately  raised 
the  siege  of  Xalubania,  and  did  not  dare  to  hazard  a  battle. 
Before  returning  to  Granada,  he  made  an  attempt,  neverthe- 
less, to  ravage  the  Taa  of  Marchena  ;  when  the  generals  who 
defended  these  Comarcas  for  his  uncle,  the  Infant,  marched 
forth  against  him,  but  with  them  El  Zaquir  fought  success- 
faily  :  having  broken  and  routed  their  bands,  he  compelled 
them  to  surrender  the  fortresses  which  they  held  for  the 
Infant,  in  his  hatred  of  whom,  Abdallah  razed  those  places 
to  the  ground,  lie  then  destroyed  the  growing  crops  and 
burnt  the  villages, — still,  as  he  said,  in  revenge  for  the 
wrongs  inflicted  on  their  country  by  the  Infants,  who  had 
become  the  enemies  of  Islam.  That  vengeance  accomplished, 
El  Zaquir  returned  victorious  and  inflated  to  Granada. 


CHAP.    XLII. — Siege    of   Medina  gbanada.     capitdiation  op 

THAT  CITY. 

In  the  spring  of  the  year  897,  all  the  horrors  of  war  were 
renewed  for  the  unhappy  people  dwelling  beneath  the  rule 
of  King  Zaquir.  The  Christians  entered  the  country  with 
forty  thousand  foot  soldiers  and  ten  thousand  horse ;  they 
advanced  even  to  the  Vega  of  Granada,  and  fixed  their 
camp  at  a  place  called  the  Eountains,  being  the  sources  of  the 
Guetar,  which  are  not  more  than  two  leagues  from  the  capital. 
The  inhabitants  were  filled  with  affright  by  the  intelligence  of 
their  approach ;  and  when  it  was  known  that  the  Infidel  was 
at  their  gates  in  such  force,  even  the  boldest  and  most  war- 
like trembled  with  a  fear  before  unknown. 

The  King  Abdallah  El  Zaquir  assembled  bis  council  in  the 
Alcazar  of  the  Alhambra,  where  he  held  consultation  with  his 
Xeques  and  Alcaydes  as  to  the  best  method  of  providing  for 
the  common  defence.  The  Vizier  of  the  city,  Abulcasem  Abdel- 
luelic,  first  reported  the  condition  of  the  place  in  respect  of 
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provisions. — an  account  ■wbicTi  did  not  include  the  stores  in 
possession  of  the  richer  citizens,  nor  those  of  merchants 
unconnected  with  the  state.  Registers  of  all  the  malo 
inhabitants  capable  of  bearing  arms  were  also  presented. 

"  The  people  are  many,"  remarked  the  Vizier,  in  eon- 
elusion,  after  having  completed  his  report,  "  the  people  are 
many,  but  for  the  multitude  of  the  citizens,  what  shall  wo 
do  with  them,  and  to  what  purpose  can  they  serve,  unless  it 
be  to  give  us  cares  r  They  swell  themselves  and  become 
great  in  peace ;  they  howl  aloud  and  threaten  with  their 
hands,  but  in  time  of  war  they  conceal  themselves  and 
tremble :  what  then  are  they  good  for,  if  it  be  not  to 
consume  the  food  which  should  strengthen  the  hearts  of  our 
warriors?" 

To  this  the  brave  General  Muza  Een  Abil  El  G-azani 
made  answer  and  said,  "  There  is  no  need  for  distrust  in  our 
resources  ;  if  we  direct  them  with  intelligence  and  firmness, 
they  will  suffice.  Not  only  have  we  soldiers  who  are  the 
flower  of  the  Andalusian  force — the  infantry  no  less  than  the 
cavalry — troops  well  accustomed  to  privation  and  inured  to 
the  toils  of  war,  but  we  have  besides  twenty  thousand  of  our 
young  men,  all  in  the  fire  of  their  age,  who  will  be  speedily 
hardened  in  the  present  war,  and  will  then  be  not  inferior  to 
the  most  veteran  soldiers ;  soon  shall  you  see  them  present 
their  breasts  to  the  foe  as  bravely  as  do  those  most  ex- 
perienced in  warfare." 

The  King  Abdallah  El  Zaquir  then  said  to  his  Xeques, 
"  Ye  are  the  shield  of  the  kingdom.  It  is  in  you  that,  with 
the  aid  of  Allah  Azza  Wajil,  will  be  found  the  avengers  of 
all  the  wrongs  that  have  been  suffered  by  our  religion.  Ye 
will  exact  repayment  for  the  lives  of  our  kinsmen  and 
friends,  and  for  the  outrages  offered  to  our  women.  Dispose 
of  all  things  for  this  war  as  shall  seem  good  to  your  wisdom. 
In  your  hands  and  your  bravery  lies  the  general  safety. 
Erom  you  must  come  the  security  of  the  country  and  the 
liberty  of  aU." 

The  Xeques  thereupon  proceeded  to  give  tlie  orders 
required.  The  Vizier  took  charge  of  the  provisions  and  arms  ; 
he  also  gave  directions  for  the  enrolment  of  the  people, 
according  to  the  registers  presented,  as  above  described. 
The  General,  Muza  Ben  Abil  El  Gazani,  was  named  com- 
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mandoi-in-chief, —  he  undertook  the  defence  of  the  city,  with 
the  salliv>s  to  be  iniide  upon  tlit  Christians  by  tlie  Mosleinah 
cavalry ;  his  second  in  comniaud  was  xS'aini  Ben  Kcduan : 
then  followed  Muhamad  Abeu  Zayde,  with  Abdelkerim 
Zegri  and  otlier  captains,  to  wlioin  was  confided  tlie  guar- 
dianship of  the  walls  in  tlie  ditlercnt  quarters  of  the  capital. 
The  fortresses  of  tlie  Alcazaba  and  that  of  the  Eed  Towers 
were  left  to  the  care  of  the  generals  previously  commanding 
them,  each  remaining  in  the  hands  of  its  respective 
Alcayde. 

In  the  first  months  of  the  year,  the  principal  gates  of  the 

capital  were  not  closed,  and  aU  were  maintained  in  security 

by  tlie  prudence  and  the  valour  of  the  General  Muza  Ben 

Abil.     Every  day  three  thousand  cavaliers  went   forth  to 

skirmish  with  the  advanced  posts  of  the  Christians,  and  to 

protect  the  convoys  of  provisions,  which  were  brought  to 

Granada  from  the  hill-country.     For  that  last  mentioned 

service  Muhamad  Zahir  Ben  Atar  was  appointed   by  the 

Greneral  iluza   Ben   Abil,   and   was   charged  to   give  his 

attention  to  that  object  only :  he  therefore  repaired  to  the 

mountains  with  fifteen  hundred  horse,  where  he  committed 

no  small  havoc  among  the  Christians  who  were  making  an 

irruption   upon   that  district.     ^«'ear  Padal,    among   other 

places,  Muhamad  Zahir  Ben  Atar  fought  a  desperate  battle 

with  those  Infidels.     It  is  true  that  many  valiant  Moslemah 

lost  their  lives  in  the  conflict ;   but  there  were  yet  greater 

numbers  of  the  enemy  left  biting  the  dust.     In  that  district 

not  a  few  were  the  villages  and  hamlets  sacked  and  burnt  by 

the  Christians,  for  the  purpose  of  cutting  off  the  supplies 

required  by  the  Moslemah  ;  obstinate  encounters  took  place 

on  all  those  occasions,  the  least  sanguinary  of  such  battles 

leaving  the  ground  bathed  in  blood  and  covered  with  the 

bodies  of  the  dead  or  dying. 

The  brave  Greneral  Muza  Ben  Abil,  with  his  hardy 
cavaliers,  gave  but  little  repose  to  the  Christians,  whom  they 
attacked  with  an  intrepidity  and  resolution  that  filled  the 
liearts  of  those  Infidels  with  dread :  not  unfrequently  did 
Muza  Ben  Abil  spur  the  fiery  charger  he  bestrode  till 
far  within  the  entrenchments  of  the  terrified  enemy,  and 
many  were  the  victims  left  by  bis  formidable  lance,  even 
^^thin  the  shadow  of  their  tents.     jS'or  did  the  other  generals 
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and  leaders  on  the  Moslem  all  side  fail  to  give  equal  proofs 
of  their  zeal ;  acts  of  signal  prowess  were  performed  bj 
them  all,  and  the  Granadine  cavalry  were  found  to  have 
degenerated  in  no  degree  from  their  ancient  valour. 

These  continued  skirmishes,  and  the  attacks  of  the 
Moslemah  cavalry,  ever  sallying  forth  from  the  city,  were 
such  and  so  many  that  the  Christians  finally  drew  a  cir- 
cumvallation  around  their  camp ;  nay,  as  if  the  wall  were 
still  insaJTieient,  they  furthermore  protected  themselves 
by  a  deep  ditch  :  admirable  defences  without  doubt,  but 
therein  did  those  besiegers  make  manifest  their  determina- 
tion not  to  raise  the  siege,  rather  than  their  bravery  in 
■aiaiutainino;  the  struggle. 

When  Muza  Ben  Abil  saw  that  work,*  he  declared  to  the 
King  Abdallah  El  Zaquir  his  desire  to  seek  the  besieger  in 
his  entrenchments  ;  wherefore,  on  a  certain  day,  he  left  the 
city  at  the  hour  of  dawn,  with  all  his  cavalry  and  the  greater 
part  of  the  foot-soldiers  :  that  force  advancing  on  the 
Christian  camp  amidst  the  resounding  clangour  of  the 
trumpets  and  the  pealing  thunder  of  its  Atambor'^s. 

The  Christians  did  not  refuse  the  battle  on  that  occasion, 
as  they  had  done  at  other  times,  and  an  obstinate  encounter 
was  commenced,  in  which  the  Moslemah  cavalry  performed 
prodigies  of  valour.  Xot  so  the  foot-soldiers ;  they  could 
not  withstand  the  onset  of  the  Christian  force,  and  turned 
in  disorderly  flight  towards  the  city,  whither  the  Infidel 
enemy  followed,  after  making  themselves  masters  of  the 
Moslemah  artillery,  and  pursuing  the  fugitives  to  within  a 
abort  distance  of  the  walls. 

The  illustrious  General  Muza,  desperate  with  rage,  and 
almost  deprived  of  hope,  returned  to  the  capital  furious  as 
a  wounded  lion  or  bull  that  hath  felt  the  knife ;  he  then 

*  The  Arabian  writer  maies  do  mention  of  the  efforts  which  the 
general,  Muza,  who  clearly  perceived  the  danger  of  Ferdinand's  tactics, 
had  made  for  the  destruction  of  the  Christian  defences,  and  from  the  text 
it  might  be  even  inferred  that  he  had  seen  them  only  when  completed, 
although  it  is  certain  that  the  writer  does  not  mean  to  convey  this  idea, 
and  the  Spanish  historians  insist  largely  on  that  subject ;  they  prove 
Muza  Ben  Abil  to  have  amply  performed  his  duty  as  a  prudent  and 
able  Governor,  no  less  than  as  a  brave  warrior  and  distinguished  com- 
mander.— Tr. 
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took  a  soloinn  oath  never  again  to  attempt  an  onslauglit 
\\\\h  tho  inf:intry.* 

On  that  Ofcasion  tlio  Christians  ohtained  possession  of 
the  Atalayas.t  wlicrein  tlicy  1  Hon  placed  an  Infidel  c;arrison, 
■with  a  considerable  number  ol'Arquebusiers,  sharp-shooters, 
and  crosy-bownien. 

Muza  Ben  Abil  now  commanded  tliat  the  city  gates 
opening  on  the  Vega  should  bo  closed,  since  he  could  no 
longer  place  confidence  in  the  foot-soldiers  and  cross-bowmen 
by  whom  they  had  previously  been  guarded,  for  the  defence 
of  the  same  in  case  of  attack. 

The  devastations  of  the  enemy  having  exhausted  the 
Comarcas.  and  the  plunder  that  he  had  not  unfrequcntly 
made  of  the  convoys  bringing  provisions  from  the  Sierras 
having  much  diminished  those  supplies,  a  failure  in  the 
necessaries  of  life  now  began  to  be  felt :  the  watchfulness  of 
the  Christians  had  much  increased,  all  attempts  to  remedy 
the  evils  resulting  from  that  care  were  baffled  thereby,  and 
the  vast  multitude  of  inhabitants  of  whom  the  Vizier  had 
before  made  his  plaint,  a  population  but  little  accustomed  to 
content  itself  with  scanty  portions,  began  to  cause  infinite 
care  to  Abul  Casim  AbdelmeHc.  He  imparted  that  anxiety 
to  the  King  Abdallah  El  Zaquir,  who  did  not  fail  to  partake 
it,  and  a  council  of  the  Xcques  was  assembled :  then  those 
nobles,  with  such  of  the  principal  citizens  as  were  present, 
declared  that  the  ceaseless  toils  of  the  defence,  rendered 
insupportable  by  the  failure  of  their  provisions,  could  no 
longer  be  endured :  they  added  that  the  determination  of 
the  Christians  was  now  clearly  manifest,  and  that  they 
would  certainly  never  abandon  the  siege  until  the  capital 
was  surrendered.^     "  What,  remedy,  then  remains  for  us," 

*  That,  arm  has  well  redeemed  its  character  in  these  latter  ages,  as 
every  reader  is  well  aware,  and  if  the  narrations  of  the  text  have  not  un- 
frequtntly  exhibited  the  Moslemah  foot-soldiers  as  the  cause  of  ruin  to 
the  hopes  of  the  generals— nay,  as  marring  even  the  near  prospect  of  vic- 
tory—that was,probably, because,  in  the  superabundance  of  care  bestowed 
on  the  Moslemah  horsemen,  the  morale  of  the  infantry  was  not  suffi- 
ciently considered,  or  perhaps  almost  whoUy  disregarded. — Tr. 

t  Atalayas  :  watch-towers.  Here  the  advanced  works  of  the  fortifi- 
cations on  the  side  of  the  Vega  arc  more  particularly  alluded  to. — Tr. 

X  Here  the  counsellors  referred  without  doubt  to  the  erection  of  tho 
city  of  Santa  Fe,  which  the  Catholic  sovereigns  had  begun  to  build 


iV.D.  1491.]  SIEGE  03?  GKANADA.  395 

they  added ;  "  what  remedy  or  resource  but  surren  der   or 
certain  death  ?" 

The  King,  Abdallah  El  Zaquir,  was  so  much  troubled  by 
the  opinion  thus  announced  that  he  could  not  utter  a  word 
in  reply.  All  the  members  of  his  council,  the  valiant  com- 
mander of  the  forces  aloue  excepted,  were  inclined  to  enforce 
the  opening  of  negociations  with  the  King  of  Castille  ;  but 
the  noble  General  Muza  Ben  AbU  insisted  that  there  was 
yet  hope,  and  declared  the  mention  of  surrender  to  be  at 
least  premature.  He  affirmed  that  their  resources  were  far 
from  being  exhausted,  and  remarked  that  the  people  had  as 
yet  made  no  eftbrt ;  he  demanded  that  the  question  of 
negociation  should  be  deferred  until  all  had  taken  up  the 
arms  of  desperation,  which  have  not  unfrequently  been 
known  to  obtain  a  decisive  victory,  and  assure  to  him  who 
has  wielded  them  the  most  signal  vengeance. 

Such  was  the  opinion  announced  by  the  General  Muza 
Ben  Abil ;  but  the  opposite  counsels  prevailed,  and  it  was 
ultimately  determined  that  the  Vizier  Abul  Salim  Abdel- 
melic  should  go  forth  to  propose  a  treaty  of  agreement  with 
the  Christians. 

That  noble  old  man  proceeded  to  the  camp  of  the  enemy 
accordingly,  and  was  favourably  received  by  the  Christian 
king,  when  the  jaegociations  were  opened  in  due  form. 
After  many  proposals  and  very  grave  discussions,  it  was 
then  agreed  that  in  the  event  of  the  King  of  Granada 
receiving  no  succour,  either  by  land  or  sea,  within  the  space 
of  two  mouths,  counted  from  that  day,  he  should  then,  and 
after  the  lapse  of  that  period,  surrender  to  the  King  of 
Castille  the  two  fortresses  of  Medina  Granada,  with  the 
towers  and  forts  of  the  city.  Purtherraore  that  the  King 
Abdallah  and  his  generals  should  take  the  oath  of  obedience 
and  fealty  to  the  King  of  Castille,  whom  all  the  dwellers  in 

■within  their  entrenchments,  and  the  origin  whereof,  as  many  of  o\u* 
readers  well  remember,  is  related  by  the  Spanish  liistorians  as  follows  : 
"The  Queen  Isabella,  having  ari'ived  before  Grranada,  was  in  the  camp 
with  her  ladies,  when  one  of  the  latter  accidentally  set  fire  to  her  tcTit ; 
Isabella  then  expressed  the  desu'e  that  u  city  should  be  built  which 
might  render  accidents  of  the  kind  less  probable,  and  Santa  Fe,  which 
■was  the  name  chosen  for  the  new  city  by  the  Queen  herseli,  was  com- 
menced accordingly." — Tr. 


* 

39G  DOMINION  OF  THE  AKAUS  IN  SlWl  V.  [a.d.  1491. 

Granadii  should  ackuowlodge  to  be  thoir  lord  and  king.  All 
Ciiristiati  captives  tlieii  within  tho  city  wore  to  be  instantly 
set  free  without  ransom  ;  in  tho  nicanwhilo  throe  hundred 
youths  Iroiu  the  noblest  tamilioa  in  G-ranada  sliouid  be 
placed  in  tho  hands  of  the  King  of  Castillo,  there  to  remain 
nntil  all  those  things  were  aecoinplishc'd.  These  conditions 
thus  arranged  were  to  be  fuUilled  within  twelve  days  from 
the  signature  of  tho  compact  thus  concluded. 

To  Abdaliah  El  Zaquir,  King  of  Grranada,  were  then  to 
be  assigned  certain  Taas  and  <lomains,  to  enable  iiiin  to  live 
as  betitted  his  birth  :  these  he  was  himself  to  select  iu  the 
Alpuxarras. 

To    the    above-mentioned   conditions   were    furthermore 
added  those  which  follow : — The  Moslemah  inhabitants  of 
Granada  were  to  be  permitted  to   remain  in  undisturbed 
possession  of  their  houses  and  valuables  of  every  kind,  as 
they  were  then    enjoying  the  same ;  they  were  not  to  be 
dei)rived  of  their  arms,  their  horses,  or  any  other  part  of 
their  property  ;  they  were  to  be  assured  iu  the  free  (^xercise 
of  their  religion,  to  which  there  was  no  impediment  to  be 
offered,  whether  public  or  private ;  their  mosques  were  to 
be  retained  by  them,  with  perfect  liberty  for  the  fulfilment 
of  all  their  rites,  ceremonies,  and  customs  ;  they  were  not  to 
be  disturbed  in  the  use  of  their  accustomed  vestments  or 
language;  were  to  be  governed  by  their  own  laws, — these  were 
to  be  administered  by  Alcaydics  of  their  own  sect,  the  latter 
to  serve  as  councillors  to  such  commandant  or  governor 
as  might  be  set  over  them  by  the  Christians :  no  heavier 
tributes  were  to  be  laid  upon  them  than  those  of  the  Sunna 
and  Xara,  which  they  paid  to  their  own  kings  ;  and  during 
the  three  years  next  to  follow,  it  was  furthermore  stipulated 
that  they  were  to  be  wholly  exempted  from  tribute  of  every 
kind.     Thus  was  the  treaty  concerted  by  Abul  Casim  Abdel- 
melie,  Vizier  of  Granada,  by  Gonzalo  de  Cordova,  a  great 
captain  of  the  King  of  Castille,  and  by  the  Catib  Fernando 
de   Zufra ;  the  signatures  of  all  who  were  parties  to  the 
same  were  then  affixed,  and  each  man  bound  himself  by 
oath  to  the  exact  fulfilment  thereof.      That  act  was  accom- 
plished on  the  22nd  day  of  the  Moon  of  Muharram,  in  the 
year  897  ;  or,  by  computation  of  the  lufideJ,  on  the  25th  day 
of  November,  iu  the  year  1491. 
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OHAP.  7iLIII. — Of  the  mannek  in  which  the  teeatt  of  sur- 

EENDER  WAS  RECEIVED  IN  MEDINA  OKANADA.  REMARKABLE  DIS- 
COTJEiiE  OF  MUZA  BEN  ABIL.  END  OF  THE  MOSLEMAN  EMMliE  IN 
SPAIN. 

AVhen  tiie  Yizier  Abul  Casim  Abdelmelic  returned  to  the 
council  bearing  with  him  the  terms  of  capitulation  above 
described,  the  members  of  that  body  could  not  restrain  their 
tears  ;  the  firm  and  noble  General  Muza  alone  retained  hia 
self-possession,  and  he  spake  to  those  around  him  in  these 
words : — 

"  Leave  this  useless  weeping,  Oh !  ye  men  of  Granada,  to 
the  eyes  of  children  and  the  delicate  maiden !  Let  us  be 
men,  and  consume  our  hearts,  not  in  the  shedding  of  un- 
manly tears,  but  in  pouring  forth  our  blood  even  to  its 
latest  drop.  Let  us  go  forth  with  the  strength  of  despera- 
tion in  ovu'  muscles,  and  offering  the  breasts  of  brave  men  to 
the  enemies'  lance,  let  us  die  in  the  battle  as  befits  us.  I  am 
ready  to  lead  you.  Oh,  my  brethren,  with  a  heart  that  shall 
not  show  irresolution.  Wherefore  should  we  now  refuse 
the  honourable  death  of  the  battle-field  ?  Better  for  us  to 
be  accounted  by  the  coming  world  am.oug  the  number  of 
those  who  have  been  ready  to  die  in  defence  of  their  country, 
than  of  those  who  stood  inactive  while  their  native  land  was 
given  over  to  the  grasp  of  the  stranger,  and  who  coldly 
looked  on  at  the  downfall  of  their  country. 

"  But  if  indeed  our  hearts  fail  us,  if  we  have  not  the 
valour  that  would  urge  us  to  go  forth  in  a  last  effort  for  our 
homes,  then  let  us  listen  to  these  base  conditions  with  the 
patience  of  heart  and  serenity  of  countenance  which  become 
us  as  men,  and  let  him  who  can  do  so  bend  his  neck  to 
the  hard  yoke  of  a  perpetuii-  and  debasing  slavery.  I  see 
well  that  the  spirit  of  the  multitude  hath  become  feeble ; 
their  hearts  have  sunk ;  there  is  no  means  left  for  escaping 
the  loss  of  the  empire ;  but  there  is  ever  one  refuge  for  the 
breast  of  the  noble — he  can  seek  shelter  in  death  ;  and  I 
prefer  to  die  while  in  freedom,  rather  than  to  live  for  the 
sorrows  to  come. 

"  For  do  vou  believe  that  the  Christians  will  be  faithful 
to  the  promises  they  make  you  ?     Will  the  king  who  hatb 
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led  Uiem  to  conquest  bo  as  generous  a  victor  as  lie  is  a 
fortunate  enemy  ?  Bo  certain  he  will  not.  J)o  not  deeeivo 
yourselves ;  these  Cln'istians  are  thirsting;  for  our  blood,  and 
they  will  suirK-iently  appeasi^  their  desire  for  that  sacrifice. 
Death  is  the  least  of  the  evils  that  menace  you :  more  fearful 
are  the  torments  and  luiniiliatioiis  -which  our  inimical 
fortune  is  preparing  for  us  ;  the  plunder  and  sack  of  our 
houses ;  the  desecration  of  our  mosques ;  the  outrage  and 
degradation  of  our  wives  and  daughters ;  wrongs  of  every 
kiiul  ;  unjust  demands  ;  oppressive  enactments  ;  cruel 
intolerance ;  and  the  burning  pile  of  the  bigot,  on  which 
these  Infidels  will  not  fad  to  consume  our  miserable 
bodies.*  All  these  things  we  shall  see  with  oiu*  eyes; 
those  will  see  them,  that  is  to  say,  who  now  fear  the 
lionourable  death  I  propose — for  myself,  by  Allah !  I  will 
not  see  them." 

The  brave  man  looked  around  him,  but  met  no  respondent 
glance;  he  made  a  last  effort,  and  added  the  following 
words  : — 

"  Death  is  certain  to  all,  and  very  near  to  every  man  here 
present :  w^hy,  therefore,  sliould  we  not  employ  the  short 
time  that  still  remains  to  ua,  in  seeking  vengeance  on  our 
enemies  r  Up,  my  brethren !  let  us  die  in  the  defence  of  our 
liberty :  our  mother  earth  will  receive  that  which  she  hath 
produced,  or  if  to  any  of  us  there  shall  be  given  no  grave  to 
conceal  him,  there  will  at  least  not  be  wanting  the  heaven 
that  shall  cover  him.t  God  forbid  that  any  man  should 
affirm  the  nobles  of  Granada  to  have  proved  incapable  of 
dying  for  their  country  !" 

Muza  was  silent,  and  all  who  surrounded  him  remained 
silent  also :  wherefore,  perceiving  the  depression  and  debase- 
ment of   the  Xeques,  Arrayaces,   and  Alfakirs,  whose  eyes 

*  The  Inquisition  had  been  cstablislied  at  Seville  in  the  year  1480, 
and  the  holy  ofEco  liad  commenced  tlie  exercise  of  its  disastrous 
authority  in  the  following  year,  when  beven  Jews  had  been  biu-ned  alive 
in  an  auto  rte  fe.  Thus  Muza  was  perhaps  not  without  cause  for  his  ■ 
apprehension  when  he  warned  his  country  of  the  Inquisition  of  their 
Christian  conquerors. — De  Claries. 

+  Th.e  same  idea  will  be  found  in  Lucan :  "  Coelo  tegitur  qui  non 
habet  urnam." 
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did  not  venture  to  meet  his  own,  he  turned  his  back  on  that 
deo;raded  assembly,  and  in  tiie  highest  indignation  left  the 
hail. 

Of  the  valiant  Muza  Ben  Abil  El  Gazani  it  is  further 
related  that  he  then  proceeded  to  his  own  house,  took  a 
horse  and  his  arms,  mounted,  and  rode  from  the  city  by  the 
gate  of  Elvira,  from  which  time  he  never  appeared  again. 

The  departure  of  Muza  was  succeeded  by  a  long  and 
mournful  silence  :  the  King  Abdallah  El  Zaquir  then  spoke, 
and  said  that  in  the  capital  and  in  all  the  kingdom  the  heart 
and  the  force  required  for  the  resistance  of  enemies  so 
powerful,  had  failed  at  one  and  the  same  moment ;  he  added, 
that  he  was  not  amazed  to  see  men  who  had  saved  their 
lives  with  pain  and  difficulty  from  the  perilous  adventures  of 
battle,  exhibiting  but  little  desire  to  expose  themselves  to 
new  dangers,  more  especially  since  all  hope  of  obtaining  a 
better  fate  had  vanished,  and  every  resource  that  might 
have  saved  them  from  the  wreck,  which  the  tempest  of 
their  evil  fortune  had  now  rendered  inevitable,  had  been 
exhausted. 

The  Vizier  and  others  of  the  principal  nobles,  fearing  lest 
the  people,  excited  by  the  inspiriting  words  of  Muza  and 
other  brave  generals,  might  be  aroused  to  revolt  during  the 
days  that  were  yet  to  elapse  between  that  and  the  one  fixed 
for  the  surrender  of  the  city,  advised  Abdallah  El  Zaquir  to 
write  at  once  to  the  King  of  Castillo,  making  known  his 
fears  of  insurrection,  and  expressing  liis  desire  to  give  up 
the  capital  without  delay,  adding  that  he  could  find  no  other 
method  for  avoiding  revolutions  and  further  misfortune. 
This  advice  the  King  accepted ;  he  declared  that,  since  such 
was  the  will  of  God,  he  w^ould  not  await  the  arrival  of  the 
stated  term,  but  would  place  the  two  fortresses  of  Granada 
into  the  hands  of  the  Christian  king  on  the  following  day. 

"With  this  letter,  and  a  present  of  magnificent  arms  and 
fine  horses  richly  caparisoned,  Juzef  Aben  Tomixa,  the 
Vizier  of  El  Zaquir,  proceeded  to  the  Christian  camp.  He 
was  received  with  much  honour  by  the  King  of  Castille, 
who  was  greatly  rejoiced  at  the  intelligence  thus  brought 
him,  and  replied  to  the  effect  that  all  which  the  King  of 
Granada  desired  sliould  be  done.  Don  Fernando  then 
renewed  the  promises  of  security  and  friendship  which  he 
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had  previously  made  to  Abdallah  El   Zaquir ;  he  confirmed 
to  him  tlie  domains  before  assigned  of  the  Taa  and  valley  of 
Purehena,  addini;  to  these  possessions  Dalias,  Versa,  Mar- 
chena,  Voloilui,  Luehar,  Andaras,  Juviles,  Xixar,  Jubilem, 
Ferreyra,  Poqueira,  and  Orglba,  with  all  their  rights,  depen- 
deneies,  and  ])rivileges.     Large  revenues  from  other  sources 
were  also  conferred  on  Abdallah  for  the  maintenance  of  his 
state  by  the  King  of  Castillo,  who  did  not  fail  to  bestow 
marks  of  his  favour  on  the  Viziers  also,  as  well  as  on  other 
great  officers  of  the  fallen  monarch;  Juzcf  Aben  Tomixa 
and  Juzef  Ben  Egas  being  more  particularly  distinguished. 
To  the  inhabitants  generally  the  Christian  monarch  repeated 
his   assurances   of    safety  for   all   their  possessions,   with 
freedoni  to  abide  peaceably  in  the  exercise  of  their  religion, 
and   under  the   shadow  of  their  own  laws.     Finally,  the 
King  of  Castillo   declared  that   the   papers   containing  the 
conditions  of  that  treatv  should  be  placed  for  preservation  in 
the  hands  of  Abdallah  "himself,  or  in  those  of  such  persons 
as  his  highness  might  appoint  for  the  satisfaction  of  the 
Moslemah.      These   regulations   were   made,   and   all  was 
finally  concluded,  on  the  4th  day  of  the  IMoon  Ecbie  Primera, 
in  the  year  891.* 

The '  unfortunate  King  Abu  Abdallab  then  commanded 
that  his  family  should  depart  from  the  city  at  dawn  of 
day  on  the  following  morning,  and  should  take  their  way 
towards  the  Alpuxarras :  with  them  were  sent  his  treasures 
and  the  most  precious  valuables  of  the  Alcazar:  to  his 
Vizier  Aben  Tomixa,  Abdallah  gave  charge  of  the  fortresses 
to  be  surrendered  on  that  unhappy  morning  into  the  hands 
of  the  Christians. 

The  fatal  moment  having  arrived,  the  sound  of  the 
clarions  and  drums  of  the  Christian  army  was  beard,  and  it 
soon  became  known  that  the  Infidel  hosts  were  approaching 
the  city  in  order  of  battle :  the  King  Abu  Abdallah,  with 
fifty  of  his  principal  cavaliers,  then  rode  forth  to  receive 
the  Christians,  and  the  King  of  Castille  was  perceived  to 
be  advancing  towards  IMedina  Granada,  accompanied  by  his 
generals  and   a  large  body   of  cavalry.      When  the   two 

*  A.D.  1492.—  Cotule.  (According  to  sonic  of  the  Spanish  historians 
oa  t!ie  2nd  of  Jaiuiarj-,  or,  as  others  say,  the  3rd  or  4tli.) 
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sovereigns  liacl  approached  within  a  short  distance  of  each 
other,  the  King  Abu  Abdallah  made  a  movement,  as  if  to 
descend  from  his  horse,  but  the  Christian  king  would  not 
suffer  him  to  do  so ;  wherefore,  advancing  on  horseback,  the 
fallen  monarch  kissed  the  right  arm  of  the  conqueror,  and 
bending  his  eyes  to  the  earth,  with  an  aspect  of  profound 
sadness,  he  uttered  the  following  words : — 

"  We  are  now  thy  subjects,  Oli  powerful  and  exalted  king. 
This  city  and  kingdom  we  resign  to  thee,  for  such  is  the  will 
of  Allah.  We  trust  that  thou  wilt  use  thy  triumph  with 
clemency  and  generosity."  The  keys  were  then  delivered 
up  by  the  Vizier. 

The  King  of  Castillo  thereupon  embraced  and  endea- 
voured  to  console  the  suffering  Abdallah,  saying  that  in  his 
friendship  he  was  regaining  all  of  which  his  adversity  and 
the  fortune  of  war  had  deprived  him,  and  declaring  that  the 
Moslemah  prince  might  now  live  in  the  certainty  of  repose 
and  security.  Yet  King  Abdallah  would  not  return 
towards  the  city,  but  took  his  way  at  once  towards  the 
Alpuxarras,  with  intention  to  rejoin  his  family. 

The  Christian  generals,  accompanied  by  the  two  Viziers, 
had  meanwhile  entered  the  city,  when  the  former  received 
possession  of  the  fortresses :  first  of  the  Torres  Bermejas,* 
and  immediately  afterwards  of  the  Alcazaba  and  Albaycin. 
The  Infidel  cavalry  passed  into  Medina  Granada  without 
perceiving  any  man  iu  all  the  streets  of  that  populous  city, 
whose  inhabitants  were  shut  up  within  their  houses  to 
bewail  their  misfortune.  They  instantly  raised  their  banners 
and  crosses  on  the  lofty  towers,  and  that  done  a  large  body 
of  infantry  made  their  approach,  these  troops  also  taking 
up  their  quarters  in  the  difierent  fortresses  and  other  places 
appointed  to  them  by  their  commanders. 

The  principal  cavaliers  of  Granada  now  presented  them- 
selves to  the  Conde  de  Tendilla,  who  had  been  appointed 
Alcayde  of  Granada,  and  by  whom  they  were  received  with 
much  honour;  these  nobles  then  passed  through  the  capital  of 
their  ancient  kings  in  company  with  the  Christian  generals, 
and  as  the  vassals  of  one  and  the  same  sovereign. 

Tlie  Kinss  of  Castillo  themselves  then  entered  the  gates 


*  Torres  Bermejas  :  the  red  towers. 
TOL.  TTI.  D  1> 
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of  their  couquered  city,  where  they  appointed  the  Infant, 
Cidi  Yaliye  Anayar  Ben  Tsmail,  to  be  the  governor  of  the 
Moalemah,  and  gave  the  command  of  the  coast  to  Ida  son. 
These  were  the  rewards  of  their  infidelity  to  their  country, 
and  of  the  aid  they  had  given  to  the  ruin  of  their  native 
land.  In  like  manner  were  the  sons  of  the  King  Abul 
Hassan  Ben  Ismail  endowed  with  riches  and  domains  by 
the  hand  of  the  conqueror. 

Now  when  the  grieving  king,  even  Abu  Abdallah,  arrived 
at  Padul,  he  turned  to  look  for  tlie  last  time  on  his  city  of 
Granada ;  then  he  could  not  restrain  his  tears,  and  said, 
"Allah  Hu  Akbar  !"*  whereupon  it  is  affirmed  that  his 
mother  replied  to  the  unhappy  man  in  these  words, — "  Well 
doth  it  become  thee  to  weep  thy  loss  like  a  woman,  since 
thou  hast  not  been  able  to  defend  thyself  like  a  man." 
From  that  moment  the  place  where  this  occurred  hath  been 
called  "  Fev  Allah  hu  Akbar." 

The  Yizier  Aben  Tomixa,  who  accompanied  the  King  and 
the  Sultana,  then  said  to  the  former,  "  Consider,  O  my  lord, 
that  a  great  and  notable  misfortune,  when  it  hath  been 
endured  with  fortitude  and  constancy,  doth  sometimes 
render  men  famous,  as  do  prosperity  and  high  advance- 
ment." To  which  the  sorrowing  monarch  replied  in  bitter  • 
grief,  "  Where,  then,  shall  be  found  a  misfortune  to  be  com- 
pared with  mine?" 

So  finished  the  empire  of  the  Moslemah  in  Spain ;  and 
that  event  took  place  on  the  fifth  day  of  Kebie  Primera,  in 
the  year  897.t 

The  King  Abu  Abdallah  lived  thenceforward  in  deep 
depression  and  grief  of  heart :  he  could  not  support 
the  condition  to  which  he  had  been  reduced  by  his  evil 
fortune,  and  knew  not  how  to  accommodate  himself  to 
the  life  of  a  private  person  ;  wherefore  the  few  friends 
still  remaining  to  him  did  their  utmost  to  promote  his 
departure  from  a  laud  in  which  he  could  no  longer  be 
supreme.  His  Vizier,  Juzef  Aben  Tomixa,  even  took  the 
decisive  step  of  proposing  to  the  King  of  Castille  that  the 
latter  should  make  purchase  from  Abdallah  of  the  Taa  of 

*  Allah  Hu  Akbar  :  God  alone  is  great, 
t  A.D.  14'JL'. 
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Purchena,  without  having  received  the  express  permigsion 
of  the  fallen  monarch  for  his  doing  so :  he  then  took 
the  price  of  those  domains,  eighty  thousand  ducats  of 
gold,  that  is  to  say,  to  the  king,  Abu  Abdallah,  who  was 
then  at  Andarax,  advising  him  instantly  to  cross  over  into 
Africa,  and  to  depart  for  ever  from  those  realms  which  he 
had  formerly  ruled  as  his  own. 

Similar  counsels  were  given  to  the  unhappy  son  of  Abul 
Hassan  by  his  kinsman  and  intimate  friend,  Juzef  Ben 
Egas,  a  noble  cavalier,  who  successfully  added  his  persua- 
sions to  those  of  Juzef  Aben  Tomixa. 

The  King  Abu  Abdallah,  therefore,  seeing  that  better 
might  not  be,  and  that  all  having  now  been  ultimately  de- 
cided against  him  there  was  no  remedy  for  his  misfortune, 
passed  over  into  Africa  with  his  family  :  he  arrived  in  the 
capital  of  his  cousin,  Muley  Ahmed,  in  the  year  898  ;*  and 
this  unfortunate  prince,  who  had  not  found  courage  to  die 
in  defence  of  his  own  country  and  kingdom,  lost  his  life  in 
fighting  to  preserve  the  crown  of  another :  he  took  part  in 
the  battle  of  the  Fords  of  Baeuba,  on  the  river  Grc'disuelda, 
where  his  kinsman,  Muley  Ahmed  Ben  Merini,  King  of 
Fez,  encountered  the  two  Xarifes  :  for  such  was  the  destiny 
prepared  for  him  in  the  Book  of  Eternal  Decrees. 

Praised  be  God!  who  exalteth  kings  and  who  casteth 
them  low  ;  who  giveth  power  and  greatness  at  his  pleasure  ; 
who  inflicteth  poverty  and  humiliation  according  to  His 
holy  will ; — the  fulfilment  of  that  will  is  Eternal  Justice, 
which  regulates  all  Iniman  events. 

*  A.D.  1493. 
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SINGULAR  ANECDOTE. 

At  the  tinio  when  Medina  Antequera,  liaving  fallen  into 
the  power  of  the  Christians,  was  garrisoned  by  them  as  a 
frontier-town,  to  keep  watcli  on  the  nioveinents  of  the 
Moslemah,  a  certain  cavalier,  called  Narvaez,  was  Alcayde 
of  that  city.  This  general  made  incursions,  as  was  usual, 
on  the  neighbouring  districts  of  the  Granadinc  territory, 
sometimes  conducting  those  expeditions  in  person,  and  at 
other  times  despatching  his  officers  to  make  them  in  his 
place  ;  while  the  commandants  of  the  fortresses  held  by  the 
Moslemah  did  the  same  on  their  part,  as  respected  the 
Comarcas  in  the  hands  of  the  Christians. 

It  happened,  then,  on  a  certain  time,  that  Narvaez  had 
detached  a  body  of  horse  to  that  eflect,  and  the  officer  in 
command  of  the  force  departing  at  the  hour  best  suited  to 
promote  the  success  of  the  purpose  he  had  in  mind,  pressed 
far  beyond  the  frontier,  and  got  deep  into  the  territory  of 
Granada  before  the  dawn  had  appeared.  Being  thus  on  his 
w^ay,  and  having  as  yet  found  no  booty,  the  Christian  came 
upon  a  bold  Moslemah  )^outh,  who  had  come  thither  for  a 
cause  that  shall  be  presently  related,  and  having  wan- 
dered from  his  path  in  the  darkness,  could  not  escape  the 
enemy  :  this  youth  at  once  prepared  to  attack  the  Infidels, 
without  giving  himself  time  to  consider  their  numbers,  and 
they  in  like  manner  were  about  to  fall  upon  him ;  but  find- 
ing that  he  was  alone,  they  took  him  unhurt,  and  learning 
from  his  account  that  the  whole  district  had  been  stripped 
of  its  products  and  abandoned  by  the  dwellers  therein,  who 
had  sought  safety  from  the  borderers  marauding  their  fields 
in  a  more  distant  Comarca,  the  Christians  returned  to  Ante- 
quera, where  they  presented  their  captive  to  the  Alcayde 
Narvaez. 

The  prisoner,  a  young  man  of  some  twenty-two  or  twenty- 
three  years  old,  was  a  cavalier  of  graceful  appearance  and 
dignified  aspect ;  he  wore  a  flowing  robe  of  rich  mulberry- 
coloured  silk,  gorgeously  bordered  and  decorated  after  the 
fashion  of  such  vestments  ;  a  turban  of  the  finest  linen,  worn 
over  a  scarlet  baretta,  covered  his  head ;  he  was  mounted  on 
a  magnificent  horse,  and  bore  a  lance  which  was  adorned,  as 
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was  his  sword,  in  a  manner  seen  only  among  the  most  noble 
of  the  Moslemah  cavaliers. 

Narvaez  having  enquired  of  the  youth  who  he  was,  the 
latter  replied  by  declaring  himself  the  son  of  the  Alcayde  of 
Eonda,  a  Moslemah  cavalier  of  high  distinction,  and  one 
well  known  among  the  Christians  for  his  ability  in  war. 
Being  furthermore  asked  whither  he  was  proceeding  when 
thus  encountered  by  the  troops  of  the  Christian  Governor, 
lie  could  not  utter  a  v/ord,  tears  having  suddenly  choked 
his  voice  and  rendered  him  unable  to  reply.  Narvaez  then 
said  to  him,  "  I  marvel  to  see  thee  !  That  thou,  being  as 
thou  art  a  cavalier  of  good  race,  and  the  son  of  a  noble  so 
valiant  as  is  thy  father,  should  be  thus  cast  down  and  weep 
like  a  woman,  knowing,  too,  what  are  the  chances  of  war, 
and  having  all  the  appearance  of  a  brave  soldier  and  a  good 
cavalier  :  this  I  cannot  understand  !" 

To  these  words  the  youth  replied :  "  I  do  not  weep  because 
my  lance  hath  failed  to  be  my  safeguard,  nor  because  I  am 
thy  captive — these  tears  are  not  for  the  loss  of  my  liberty ; 
they  are  forced  from  mine  eyes  by  a  much  deepe"  sorrow, 
and  one  tliat  grieves  me  as  the  fallen  state  in  which  I  noxf 
see  myself  could  never  do." 

Hearing  these  words,  the  Alcayde  Narvaez  entreated  the 
youth  with  much  kindness  to  confide  to  him  the  cause  of 
his  sorrow  ;  and  at  length  the  latter  replied  in  these  terms. 

"  Know,  then,  that  I  have  been  long  the  servant  and 
lover  of  a  lady  who  is  the  daughter  of  the  Alcayde  of  a 
fortress  which  I  will  not  name  to  thee,  and  I  have  served 
her  with  much  truth  and  loyalty ;  yea,  many  times  have  I 
fought  in  her  honour  against  you  Christians.  "Wherefore 
the  lady,  at  length  perceiving  my  constancy,  and  acknow- 
ledging that  I  had  in  some  sort  merited  her  favour,  had 
declared  herself  willing  to  become  my  wife,  and  had  sent  to 
call  me  to  her  presence,  that  I  might  bear  her  to  my  dwell- 
ing, since  she  is  willing  to  go  in  my  company  and  leave  the 
house  of  her  father,  for  the  love  of  me.  I  then,  going  with 
this  joyful  prospect,  and  in  the  hope  of  attaining  a  treasure 
so  much  desired,  was  given  up  by  my  adverse  fortune  to 
the  hands  of  thy  horsemen ;  losing,  not  my  liberty  only, 
but  all  the  happiness  of  my  life,  in  the  loss  of  that  priceless 
jewel  which  I  believed  myself  to  hold  in  my  hand.     If  this 
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do  not  seem  to  tliee  to  bo  worthy  of  tears,  I  know  not  for 
what  ])urpo.so  thou  canst  bolii've  them  to  bo  given  to  the 
eyes  of  man,  or  how  to  nxike  thee  comprehend  the  misery  I 
am  sufl'ering." 

Here  the  captive  closed  his  narration  ;  and  the  pity  which 
Narvacz  then  ft-lt  for  tlie  youth  was  such,  that  he  said  to 
him,  "  Thou  art  a  cavalier  of  good  race,  and  if,  being  such, 
thou  wilt  promise  me  to  return  to  tliy  prison,  I  will  givo 
thee  permission  to  go  to  tliy  beloved,  and  make  known  to 
her  tlie  cause  of  thy  failure,  accepting  thy  plighted  word 
for  the  promptitude  of  thy  return." 

Gladly  availing  himself  of  his  captor's  indulgence,  the 
Mosleman  gave  tlie  promise  demanded,  and  that  same  night 
he  reached  the  castle  wherein  his  lady  dwelt.  Here, 
having  made  known  to  her  his  presence  in  a  manner  which 
he  knew  she  would  comprehend,  the  lady  of  his  love  re- 
ceived him  with  the  accustomed  welcome,  insomuch  that  no 
more  remained  to  be  done  than  to  fix  the  day  and  the  hour 
when  he  might  come  to  take  her  for  his  own.  But  all  the 
reply  that  the  lover  coidd  make  to  so  gratifying  an  assurance 
was  an  expression  of  regret. 

Amazed  at  this,  the  lady  then  said,  "  What  do  I  hear ! 
Isow  that  thy  wishes  are  accomplished  by  the  promise  I  have 
given  thee  ;  now  that,  as  thou  seest,  I  am  ready  to  be 
thine,  art  thou  still  sorrowful  ?"  And  the  cavalier  replied, 
"  Know  that  as  I  was  hastening  hither,  thinking  onl}''  of  the 
delight  of  beholding  thee,  treasure  of  my  life !  I  was  taken 
captive  by  the  horsemen  of  Antequera,  who  led  me  to  the 
presence  of  Narvaez  ;  but  he,  proving  himself  the  noble 
cavalier  that  all  accord  him  to  be,  and  having  learned  the 
extent  of  my  evil  fortune,  hath  permitted  me  to  present 
myself  before  thee,  but  upon  the  faith  of  my  plighted  word, 
and  it  may  be  that  I  do  but  come  to  look  my  last." 

Then  if  these  two  grieved  ye  will  not  ask  me.  At  length 
the  youth  found  words  to  say,  "  There  is  light  in  the 
heavens — it  is  the  hour  of  dawn,  and  my  word  must  be 
redeemed ;  I  have  come  to  see  thee  as  I  am  permitted,  but 
as  the  slave  of  the  Christian,  and  no  longer  a  free  man : 
since,  then,  I  have  lost  my  liberty,  God  forbid  that,  loving 
thee  as  I  do,  I  should  bear  thee  to  a  place  where  thine  also 
would  be  endangered ;  I  leave  thee,  to  return  to  my  cap- 
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tivity,  because  I  have  pledged  my  faith;  but  if  I  can 
speedily  obtain  my  ransom,  that  there  may  still  be  time, 
and  I  will  return  for  thee." 

The  lady  then  made  answer,  "  Before  this  hour  thou  hast 
given  me  many  a  proof  that  thou  dost  truly  love  me,  but 
aow  art  thou  giving  me  one  that  is  stronger  than  all, 
seeing  that  thou  dost  hold  my  safety  in  so  much  respect. 
Since,  then,  thou  art  so  good  a  cavalier,  and  hast  so  deeply 
considered  what  thou  bwest  to  me,  as  well  as  to  thy  plighted 
faith  given  to  the  Christian,  God  forbid  that  I  should 
remain  to  pass  my  life  in  the  company  of  any  other  than 
thyself;  wherefore  I  will  go  with  thee,  even  though  thou 
shouldst  refuse  thy  consent ;  if  thou  must  be  a  slave,  so 
also  will  I  be ;  and  if  it  please  God  to  grant  thee  thy  liberty, 
He  will  give  me  mine  as  well."  Saying  this,  the  lady 
turned  her  to  her  waiting  damsel,  and  taking  from  her 
hands  a  coffer  richly  decorated,  she  added  the  few  words 
that  follow  : — "  Here  have  I  this  casket  with  very  precious 
jewels  ;  take  me  on  thy  horse,  for  I  am  well  content  to  be 
the  sharer  of  thy  fortune." 

Having  uttered  these  last  words,  the  lady  passed  forth 
with  her  lover,  and  he  took  her  on  his  horse  as  she  had 
desired.  In  the  morning  they  arrived  at  Antequera,  where 
they  presented  themselves  to  Narvaez,  who  received  them 
very  kindly,  giving  them  various  marks  of  honour,  and 
praising  the  love  of  the  lady  no  less  than  the  honour  and 
good  faith  of  the  cavalier.  On  the  following  day  the 
Alcayde  set  them  at  liberty,  with  permission  to  proceed  to 
their  own  land  without  delay  :  he  made  them  rich  presents 
at  parting,  and  commanded  an  escort  of  his  troops  to  accom- 
pany them  until  they  had  reached  a  place  of  safety. 

This  adventure,  the  love  of  the  lady,  the  loyalty  of  tlie 
Granadine,  and  more  than  all,  the  generosity  of  the  Chris- 
tian Alcayde,  were  highly  celebrated  and  applauded  by  the 
noble  cavaliers  of  Granada ;  nay,  they  were  sung  in  the 
verses  of  the  best  and  most  distinguished  spirits  of  that 
time. 
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Ai3DALLAH  Abcn  Snd,  slain,  ii.  439. 
Abeu  Xamir,  the  renowned  poet, 


i.  274;  verses  bj',  275;    liberality 

of  the  king  to,  276. 
- —  Abu  Rediiati,  bis  successes   over 

the  Christians,  iii.  252. 
Alabmin,    ambassador   of    kiiia; 


Juzefto  Seville,  iii.  303,  304. 

Ameer  of  Africa,  i.  115. 

Asefah,  Caliph,  i.  148. 

uncle  of  Alhakem,  obtains  pos- 
session of  Toledo,  i.  243  ;  bis  forces 
overthrown,  245  ;  bravery  of,  246  ; 
defeated  and  flies  to  the  mountains, 
ib. ;  sends  messengers  to  his  nephew, 
247  ;  his  submission  to  him,  ib. 

son  of  king  Abderahman,  ap- 
pointed governor  of  Merida,  i.  215  ; 
resentment  of,  236 ;  catablishes 
himself  in  the  palace  of  Cordova, 
227  ;  quits  that  city,  ib. ;  proceeds 
to  Toledo,  ib.  ;  his  defence  of  that 
place,  230 ;  his  submission  to  the 
king,  232 ;  secret  designs  of,  430  ; 
conspiracy  of,  437  ;  his  proceedings 
revealed  to  the  king,  438;  charges 
against,  ib. ;  seized  by  night,  and 
thrown  into  prison,  439  ;  confession 
of,  ib. ;  evil  councils  of  Abdilbar  to 
him,  ib. ;  put  to  death  by  the  com- 
mand of  his  father,  441. 

brother  of  Caliph  Walid,  i.  49. 

father  of  Mahomet,  i.  33. 

son  of  Abdehnelic  Ben  Meruan, 

takes  Casira  15en  Juzef  prisoner,  i. 
221 ;  marriage  of,  224. 


Abdallah,  son  of  Ibrahim,  short  reign 
of,i.403;  assassinated  by  his  son,  ib. 

the  rebel,  i.  147. 

uncle  of  Asclah,  horrible   atro- 
cities of,  i.  153. 

and   Abnlabas,   brothers,  assas- 


sinated, i.  409. 

Ben  Abdelaziz,  Wali  of  Toledo, 

his  triumphal  entry  into  tliat  city, 
i.  507  ;  Christian  damsel  taken  by, 
ii.  51. 

—  Ben  Abdelmelic,  aefeats  Sulei- 
man, i,  230 ;  command  confided  to, 
235. 

—  Ben  Abilvvalid,  his  death,  i.  415. 
Ben  Abi  Naamar,  his  death,  i. 


334. 


—  Ben  Abv,  atrocities  committed 
by,  i.  152,  153  ;  violates  the  tombs 
of  the  Caliphs,  1 54. 

—  Ben  Alhakem,  assassinates  his 
kinsman,  Almondar,  ii.  149. 

Ben  Ayadh   Aben  Mardanis,  a 


Christian  general,  ii.  478,  479. 
——  Ben  Balkiu,  king  of  Granada,  ii. 

296  ;  visit  of  king  Juzef  to,  297 ; 

his  secret  treaty  with  the  king  of 

the  Christians,  ib. ;  taken  prisoner, 

and  sent  to  Africa,  298. 
Ben  Casim,  private  secretary  of 

king  Muhamad,  verses  recited  bv,  i. 

313. 
Ben  Cole'ib,  governor  of  Merida, 

i.  287. 
Ben  Gamri,  lays  siege  to  Zamora, 

i.  423. 
Ben  Habib,  a  rebel  general,  f. 

204. 
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Abdallali  Ht-M  llarnsi  £1  Ascdi,  ossas- 
siuatcd,  i.  ;l>(I|. 

Ben  lltiiiiusqui,  liis  remarks  to 

the  kiiij;,  ii.  305  ;  liis  )iro|)osilion 
accpptcil,  36G  ;  exploit  of,  ib. 

lltiseiii,  inurilcrcii,  ii.  7''). 

Uea  Ibrnliini,  of  Asila,  iuviiod  to 

'Spoiii,  i.  4'JO;  appointed  governor 
of  Sarn^ossa,  506. 

Bl'm  Ishac,  king  of  Majorca,  be- 
headed, iii.  Gl. 

'  Bl'i:    Jali,    especial    commission 

entrusted  to,  i.  383  ;  pursues  the 
Cliristians,  387. 

— —  Ben  Miiijbara,  his  death,  i.  147. 

Bca  Maieera  £1  Faheini,  i.  77- 

Ben    Malehi,    fjcuerai,  slain  by 

the  Christians,  i.  237. 

— —  Beu  Maymon,  perfidy  of,  ii.  415; 
Ameer  of  the  sea,  491. 

Ben  Muh;imad,  ^\  ali  of  the  for- 
tress of  Alcazar  Alfekah,  iii.  79; 
tragical  death  of,  ib. 

Ben  Muharaad,  literary  work  by, 

i.  464,  465. 
Ben  Muhamad,  his  incursions  in 

Valencia,  ii.  416. 
Ben  ^luhamad,  general,  and  his 

brother,  treacherously  given  up  to 

Aben   ll'id,  iii.  113;  cut  to  pieces 

by  the  ])opulace,  ib. 
Ben  Obeidala, appointed  governor 

of  Deuia,  ii.  89 ;    his  conversation 

witli  ^luliamad,  90. 


Ben  Omar,  his  death,  i.  235. 

—  Ben  Raxic,  co-operates  with  Aben 
Omar  in  the  campaign  in  INIurcia,  ii. 
188;  besieges  the  citv  of  Murcia, 
189. 

—  Ben  Rebie,  his  death,  ii.  114. 

—  Ben  Saad,  an  Arab  leader,  i.  39. 

—  Ben  Said,  his  death,  ii.  75. 

—  Beii  Salcraa,  energy  of,  i.  203. 


•  Ben  Taher,   appointed  governor 

of  Alexandria,  i.  202  ;  report  rela- 
tive to,  397. 

Ben  Thalaba,  pnt  to  dealh.i.  412. 

Ben  Yasim,  a  man   of  learning, 

proceeds  with  the  pilgrim  to  the 
tribe  of  Gudula,  ii.  207;  his  influence 
over  them,  208;  becomes  sovereign 


of  the  Arabs,  ib. ;  defeats  the  hill- 
people,  209  ;  hi*  address  to  the 
warriors,  ih.  ;  conquests  ufl'ected  by, 
210;  his  death,  211. 
AbdaUah  Ben  Zagut,  reasoning  and  ad* 
viccof, ii.23l;  excoinmuiiicaled,2;>2. 

El    Coraixi,    defeated,    i.    -l-ol  ; 

victories  of,  132. 

El  Jaeni,  his  defence  of  Fez,  ii. 

445 ;  his  anger  towards  Yahye 
Aben  Aly,  440  ;  surrenders  the 
city  to  Abdelmumcn,  ib. ;  honours 
paid  to,  446. 

El    Lachmi,    vizier,   his   house 

pillaged,  iii.  209  ;  cut  to  pieces  by 
the  populace,  ib. 

til  Moaiti,  governor  of  Denia,  ii. 


123;  his  death,  12  k 

El  Thograi,  Alcayde  of  Quenca, ii. 

417;  imprisonment  of,  419;  flight 
of,  ib. ;  his  incursions  in  Xaliva, 
438  ;  victory  gained  by,  439  ;  gains 
possession  of  Murcia,  ib. ;  his  de- 
fence of  that  city,  llO ;  killed  and 
beheaded,  450. 

El  Zagal,  brother  of  Abul  Hassan, 

iii.  360 ;  invited  to  assume  the 
throne  of  Granada,  302 ;  his  propo- 
sitions to  his  nephew,  303  ;  applies 
for  assistance  to  his  brother-iu-law, 
Zelim,  ib. ;  solicits  the  co-operation 
of  the  princes  of  Africa,  363  ;  pro- 
posals of,  368 ;  marches  to  the 
relief  of  V'elez  Malaga,  371 ;  de- 
feated, 372  ;  abandoned  by  his 
people,  ib.  ;  retires  to  Medina 
Guadix,  375 ;  his  irruption  on 
Alcala  Yahseb,  370  ;  his  successes 
over  the  Christians,  377;  disastrous 
news  received  by,  379 ;  writes  to 
the  infant  Yahye,  ib.;'his  reply  to 
the  letters  of  Cid  Yahye,  381 ;  ad- 
vice of  Cid  Yahye  to,  382;  his  treaty 
with  the  Christians,  383;  -«scape 
of,  380  ;  goes  over  to  the  Christian 
king,  387 ;  disposes  of  his  posses- 
sions to  that  monarch,  and  embarks 
for  Africa,  ib. 

— —  El  Zaquir,  predictions  on  the 
birth  of,  iii.  382 ;  rage  of  the  mul- 
titude against,  383  ;   his  excuses  to 
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the  ting  of  Cast,ille,386;  determiues 
to  del'tud  himself  against  tho  Chiis- 
tian  king,  387  ;  his  conflicts  with 
the  Christians,  088  ;  returns  victo- 
rious to  Granada,  S'JO  ;  council  held 
by,  ib. ;  his  address  to  the  Zeques, 
391 ;  disconcerted  at  the  stale  of 
affairs  in  Granada,  393  ;  surrenders 
his  city  to  the  Christians,  3'JG  ; 
speech  of,  399  ;  sends  a  letter  and 
presents  to  Don  Fernando,  ib. ;  do- 
mains and  revenues  conferred  on, 
400  ;  rides  forth  to  meet  the  con- 
queror, ib. ;  resigns  his  kingdom, 
401 ;  reply  of  his  mother  to,  402  ; 
his  possessions  purchased  by  the 
king  of  Castille,  403  ;  passes  over 
with  his  family  iuto  Africa,  ib. ; 
slain  in  battle,  ib. 

Abdallah,  son  of  Abderahman  Ben  ^lo- 
avia,  causes  himself  to  be  proclaimed 
king  of  Spain,  i.  268;  takes  refuge  in 
Valencia,  ib. ;  his  sons  intercede  for 
him,  269 ;  his  oration  to  his  war- 
riors, ib. ;  wonderful  incident  that 
occurred  to  him,  ib. ;  his  reconcilia- 
tion with  his  nephews,  270,  271; 
appointed  governor  of  Tadmir,  ib. ; 
his  death,  ib. 

Muhamad.sonof  JakobAlmansor, 

declares  himself  king  of  Murcia, 
iii.  82 ;  a  wise  and  virtuous  man,  ib. ; 
proclaimed  Ameer  of  the  Faithful, 
ib.  ;  his  partizans  depose  and  put 
to  death  Abul  Melic,  ib. ;  concludes 
a  treaty  of  peace  with  the  Christians, 
84,  106  ;  insurrection  of  the  Xeques 
on  the  occasion,  ib. ;  strangled  in 
bed,  ib. 

Muhdmad  Ben  Alaftas,  judgment 

of,  ii.  138. 

Muhamad,    vizier   of    Valencia, 


advice  of,  ii.  171 ;  destroys  himself, 

172. 

son   of  Muhamad,    proclaimed 


king,  i.  332 ;  causes  the  body  of 
Alniondhir  to  be  brought  to  Cordova, 
ib. ;  his  pnrsonal  appearance,  ib. ; 
his  war  wiih  the  rebellious  |  rinces, 
'334;  puts  down  an  insurrection  at 
Jlerida,   333 ;    forts  invested  and 


taken  by,  337  ;  receives  unwelcome 
news  from  his  son,  Abderahman, 
ib. ;  arrives  at  Cordova,  338  ;  his 
victories  over  the  rebels  of  Jaen, 
339-342;  returns  to  Cordova,  343; 
his  treaty  with  the  king  of  Gallicia, 
351;  offends  his  vizier,  Suleiman 
Ben  Veuasos,  339  ;  his  reception  of 
JNIuhamad  Ben  Adha,  the  envoy  of 
the  rebels,  360  ;  question  of  prece- 
dence decided  by,  361 ;  his  attach- 
ment to  his  grandson,  Abderahman, 
358  ;  verses  by,  ib.  363  ;  death  of 
his  mother,  the  Sultana  Athara,  ib.; 
appoints  his  grandson,  Abderahman, 
his  successor,  ib. ;  his  death,  364 ; 
character  of,  ib. ;  his  funeral,  ib. 

Abdallah,  Wall  of  Malaga,  brother  of 
Abul  Hassan,  iii.  351 ;  proclaimed 
king,  333. 

Raxid,  general,  accusations  of,  ii. 

198. 

Sekelebi,  debarkation  of,  i.  204, 

205. 

Abdeimelic  Ben  Abdallah,  Alcaide  of 
Lerida,  303  ;  his  perfidy,  305  ; 
totally  defeated,  307  ;  killed,  ib. 

Ben  Habib,  his  death,  i.  294. 

one  of  the  king's  pages,  i.  503. 

Abdelazic,  "Wall  of  Valencia,  ii.  137- 

Abdelaziz  Aben  Rasih,  opinion  held  by, 
ii.  294;  reproached  with  ingratitude, 
ib.  ;  cast  in  prison,  ib. ;  revolt  of 
his  troops,  ib. 

and  Iza,  brothers  of  Tsaltin,  im- 
paled, ii.  481. 

Almanzor,  king  of  Valencia,  his 


death,  ii.  165,  171. 
Ben  Meruan,  Wali  of  Egypt,  i, 

44. 
brother  of  Abdeimelic,  proceeds 

to  Africa,  i.  46. 
■  son  of  Muza,  i.  67  ;  arrives  be 


fore  Merida,  68  ;  reduces  Seville  to 
order,  71;  his  conquests  in  Murcia, 
73;  enters  Aureola,  ib. ;  enters  iuto 
a  treaty  of  peace  with  Tadmir  Ben 
Gobdos,  73  ;  holds  the  Governmei:t 
of  Spain,  81  ;  his  union  with  Aycia, 
83  ;  his  fresh  conquests  in  Spain, 
86 ;    calumnies   circulated   respect- 
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inp,  88  ;  asfnssinnted  by  the  coni- 
iniiuil  of  Siik'iimiii,  ib.;  his  head 
sent  to  the  C'aiiph,  89. 

Ahdi'lhar,  a  noble  cavalier,  appointed 
vi/.ier  to  the  king,  iii.  323  ;  defeats 
the  Christians,  32i-325  ;  scuds 
letters  to  Abeu  Ismail,  328. 

Abdeleadirjgencia!,  carnage  committed 

bv,  i.  237. 

'-  Bcii  Abi  Xoiba,  liis  death,  i.  297. 

Abdeliralir  Ben  Hassan,  vizier,  i.  215. 

. the  rebel  general,   i.  2U7 ;    his 

advice  to  Jlekuesi,  209. 

AbdeliiebarHcuMuza,  demise  of,i.313. 

Abdelluic,  genealogy  of,  iii.  96. 

Abdelhalim,  ou  the  fruitfulness  of  Fez, 
i.  394. 

Abdelhamid  Beu  Gauini,  Ameer  of  the 
sea,  i.  309. 

general,  taken  prisoner,  i.  321 ; 

ransomed,  322. 

Abdel  Hatim  of  Granada,  his  "History 
of  Fez,"  i.  24. 

Abdelkcrini,  sou  of  the  Wali  of  the 
frontier,  defeated  by  the  Christians, 
i.  237,  257 ;  appointed  llagib  to 
the  king,  242;  his  death,  258. 

Abdclmegid,  vizier,  au  illustrious  poet, 
ii.  315. 

governor  of  Velila,  i.  391. 

Abdelmelic,  kills  Omar  Ben  Haxira,  i. 
346  ;  himself  slain,  ib. 

the  insurgent  leader,  i.  128. 

the   Moslemah,   general,  kiUcd, 

iii.  254. 

Abu  Meruau,  son  of  the  Ilagib 

]\Iuhatnad,  ii.  4;  entertained  by 
Abulasbaz  Muza,  5  ;  works  executed 
hy,  10;  his  nuptials,  12. 

prince,  his  departure  for  Seville, 

ii.  166  ;  entreats  the  assistance  of 
the  king,  ib. ;  flattering  offers  and 
promises  made  to  him,  ib. ;  arrives 
beiore  Cordova,  ib. ;  letters  from  his 
father  to  him,  167  ;  his  imprison- 
ment and  death,  169. 

Almndafar,     proceeds     against 

Zeir  Ben  Atia,  ii.  31  ;  sets  his 
prisoners  at  liberty,  33  ;  his  entry 
into  the  city  of  Fez,  ib.  ;  his  father's 
advice  to,  35;    recalled  from  the 


government  of  Fez,  36 ;     assumes  i  \\ 
the   command  of  the  army,  on  his  i 
father's  death,  43  ;  goveruninnt  of,  '  it 
45  ;    his   presents    to    Alman    Ben  i  i 
Zeiri,  46;  defeats  the  Christians  at  I  i 
Lerida,  47  ;  his  triumphal  return  to  | 
Cordova,  ib. ;    his  march  on   Gal- 
licia,   48  ;  continued   successes   of, 
49 ;    visits  Xeqne    Muhamad    Ben  i 
Ibrahim,  ib. ;    his    truce  with    the 
king  of  the  Christians,  50  ;  his  re- 
newed  incursi(jns  ou  the  Christian  i 
territories,  51;  splendid  cavalry  of, 
ib. ;  his  death,    52;  demise  of  his  < 
preceptor,  ib. ;  his  brother  appointed  ' 
llagib,  53. 

Abdeimclic  Beu  Ahdclaziz,  succeeds  his 
father,  as  king  of  Valencia,  ii.  171 ; 
liis  summons  from  the  Tolcdaa 
monarch,  ib. ;  deposed,  172  ;  ban- 
ished to  Xelba,  ib. ;  recovers  his 
king(*om,  188  ;  his  death,  ib. 

Ben   ('half,  forces  sent   against, 

by  the  king  of  Toledo,  ii,  178. 

Beu    Cotau,  elected   Ameer    of 

Spain,  i.  Ill;  his  address  to  the 
troops,  112  ;  supposed  to  have  been 
born  under  an  evil  star,  113  ;  com- 
mand giveu  to,  115  ;  pursues  the 
rebels,  117  ;  his  zeal  and  services, 
118  ;  civil  war  in  Spain  between, 
and  Baleg  Ben  Baxir,  121  ;  be- 
headed, 123  ;  his  murder  avenged 
by  his  son,  125. 

Ben  Meruau,  i.  39 ;    successes 

of,  45  ;  appointed  governor  of 
Seville,  184 ;  kills  his  son,  Casim, 
206;  his  remorse,  210  ;  his  death, 
217  ;  his  victory  over  Jusuf,  186  ; 
defeats  the  rebels,  207- 

• Ben  Meruan,  proclaimed  king  of 

Saragossa,  ii.  339. 

Ben  TJmeya,  enmity  of,  i.  325. 

general,   pursues  the   i-ebels   to 

Sidonia,  i.  199  ;  sends  the  head  of 
Hixcm  to  Abderahmau,  200. 

Ziadatala,  renowned  for  his  ac- 
complishments, ii.  112. 

Abdelmunam,  a  noble  cavalier  of  Gra- 
nada, iii.  315;  his  return  to  that 
city,  316. 
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bdelmotaleb,  Grandfather  of  Maho- 
met, i.  84. 

bdelinumen  Bcti  Aly,  a  youth,   iu- 
striicted   by   El    Mehedi,    ii.    350 ; 
ajiijoiiiled  his  vizier,  ib. ;  proceeds 
with    him    to    the    city,    54 ;    his 
valour  and  prudence,  867  ;  is  com- 
manded  to  ravage   Morocco,  382  ; 
his  victories  over  the  Alraoravidcs, 
ib.  ;    his    public    prayers    for    El 
Mehedi,  384 ;  last  injunctions -to, 
ib. ;   laments  the  death  of  his  early 
friend,  ib. ;  elected  the  successor  of 
El  Mehedi, 389;  extensive  conquests 
of,  ii.  402  ;  besieges  Morocco,  403  ; 
his   continued    victories    over    the 
Almoravides,  405  ;  festival  held  by, 
to   celebrate   his   accession    to   the 
empire,  ib. ;  issues  a  new  coinage, 
ib. ;  founds  the  city  of  llabaut-Teze, 
406  ;  defeated  by  'king  Taxlin,  422 ; 
flies    to    the    hills,   423;    marches 
to  the  mountains  of  Telencen,  ib., 
425 :  observes  the  movements  of  the 
euemv,    424 ;    defeats   them   with 
great  slaughter,  ib. ;    arranges  the 
order  of  battle,  426  ;  remams  mas- 
ter  of  the  field,   ib. ;    departs  for 
Medina  Tjhran,  427  ;  encounters  the 
king's  forces,  ib. ;  commands  that 
the  head  of  Taxfin  should  be  sent 
to  Tinmaul,  428  ;  storms  and  cap- 
tures the  city  of  Uhran,  ib. ;    S[)- 
points  Ahmed  Ben  Husein  Wali  of 
Algarve,  440  ;  takes  Telencen,  444; 
besieges  Medina  Fez,  ib. ;  stratagem 
of,  445  ;  takes  Fez,  446  ;    Agmat 
surrenders  to,  ib. ;  enters  Sale,  447; 
makes   preparation   for    two   cam- 
paigns, ib. ;  commands  his  general, 
Abu  Amraun,    to  enter   Andalusia, 
ib. ;    rejoiced   at   his  conquests   iu 
Spain,  448  ;  marches  against   Mo- 
rocco,   450  ;    provides    shelter   for 
his  troops,   ib. ;    lays  siege  to  the 
city,  451;  obtsiins   possession  of  it, 
453;    the  king  of,  brought  before 
liim,  ib. ;  orders  him  to  be  put  to 
death,  454;    atrocities  perpetrated 
by  command  of,  ib. ;  distributes  the 
treasQies  found  in  Morocco,  455  ; 


envoys  sent  to,   461  ;   advances  in 
person  against  Muhamad  Aben  Hud, 
462 ;    victory  gained    by,  ib. ;    re- 
turns to   Morocco,   after  subduing 
the  tribes  of  Sanhaga,  463  ;  turns 
his   arms   against    the   Cabilas    of 
Velad  Dukela,  ib. ;  stratagem  of,  ib. ; 
completely  overthrows  the  enemy, 
ib. ;    returns  to  Morocco,   ib. ;  re- 
ceives the  ambassadors,  464 ;    his 
discourse  with  Aben  Aiarabi,  ib. ; 
public   works    of,    465  ;    causes   a 
garden  to  be  planted  without   the 
city,  467 ;    marches  ou  Sigilmesa, 
ib. ;  submission  of  the  city  of  Cebta 
to,  468;  and  of  Medina  Jaen,  470; 
his   victory    over   Aben  Tamarkid, 
471 ;    embassy  from  Andalusia  to, 
ib. ;    address  of  Abu  Giaffar   Ben 
Atia  to,  472 ;  his  expedition  against 
Ben  Hamud,  473  ;  besieges  Bugia, 
474  ;  submission  of  the  king  to,  ib. ; 
gentleness   of  a   lion  presented  to 
him,  475 ;  colleges  and  schools  in- 
stituted by,  476;  represses  rebellious 
demoustrations     in    Africa,    479  ; 
causes  Isaltin  Coraib   Almehedi  to 
be  taken  and  impaled,   ib. ;    visits 
the  tomb  of  El  Mehedi  at  Tinmaul, 
ib. ;  declares  his  sou  Cid  Muhamad 
to  be  his  successor,  480  ;  division 
of  his  governments  among  his  sons, 
ib. ;    causes   the   two    brothers   of 
Isaltin  to  be  impaled,  481  ;  impri- 
sons his  general,  Abu  Zacaria,  482 ; 
his  love  of  learning,  ib. ;  his  troops 
lay  siege   to   Granada,   484 ;  com- 
mands a  treatise  to  be  written  against 
the    "Questions   of    Abul    Hassan 
Abdelmelic,"  486  ;  enters  the  city 
of  Mahedia,   ib.;    Priuce   Alhaseu 
Ben  Aly  goes  forth  to    meet  him, 
ib. ;  gives  him  a  daughter  to  wife, 
ib. ;    departs  with  his  army  for  the 
East,  487  ;  account  of  his  journey 
from  Medina  Sale  to  Tunis,  488  ; 
his  order  of  march,  489;  besieges 
the  latter  city,  490;  conquests  of, 
ib. ;  takesTunis,  ib. ;  and  Mehadia, 
491  ;  prophecy  regarding,  ib.  493  ; 
extent  of  his  territories,  492  ;  his 
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ncwlyfoiinHod  city  or  Untclm,  iii.  1 ; 
coH»|iinicy  ni;niii>l  liis  life,  ib. ;  nc- 
(*|iU  the  iiolile  offer  nf  u  Xr()iie,  2  ; 
raiKk-^  n  (ir|nilolirp  to  bo  erected  for 
the  iminlcriil  iiinii,  ib. ;  inspects 
the  fori  itieai ions  nt  Gibrnltar,  :?  ; 
visileii  liy  llic  most  tlihlinunislieJ 
men  in  S|inin,  il).  ;  verses  recited 
to,  by  Abii  (iiiiirar  Hen  Siiid,  3 ; 
h\*  suroctsful  eanipnii;n  nfz^ainst  tho 
('hri>lian!i  in  Aljiarve,  5;  orders  a 
census  to  lie  made  of  his  dominions, 
ib.  ;  warlike  weapons  manufactured 
ill  his  emi)ire,  0;  vast  amount  of 
Zcnele  cavalry  added  to  liis  troc|)s, 
7  ;  nsscniblcs  an  immense  army  tor 
the  campnign  in  Andalusia,  U  ;  ma- 
lady of,  lU  ;  disobedience  of  his  son, 
Cid  Mohamad,  il). ;  his  death  at 
Sale.ib. ;  rei^n  of,  11  ;  his  numerous 
children,  ib. ;  succession  of  liis  son, 
Cid  .luzef,  ib/ ;  his  demise  kept 
secret,  ib.  15;  character  of,  12; 
conquests  of,  ib. ;  buried  with  great 
I)omp  at  IMnmaul,  ib.;  his  viziers 
and  secretaries,  ib.  ;  Algihed,  or 
sacred  war  commenced  by,  13. 

Abdeloia,  sou  of  theWali  Muza,  i.  82. 

Abdelruf  Beu  Abdelsalem,  general,  i. 
279  ;  projjosal.'i  sent  to,  280  ;  go- 
vernor of  .Merida,  283  ;  ordered  to 
proceed  to  Toledo,  284 ;  reduces 
that  city,  288  ;  appointed  governor 
of  it,  ib. ;  his  death,  30G. 

Ben  Omar,  slain  in  battle,  i.  380. 

Abdelsalem  Ben  Ibrahim,  appointed 
Wali  of  Elvira,  i.  203. 

Ben  Walid,  Cadi  of  Iluesca,   i. 

244. 

Abdel  Salem,  vizier,  his  daughter 
married  to  Prince  Abu  Ilal'as,  ii. 
48.5  ;  is  said  to  have  caused  the  deatt 
of  Aba  Giaffar,  486, 493  ;  is  pat  in 
prison,  iii.  3 ;  poisoned,  ib. 

Abelwahib,  a  rebel  leader,  killed,  i. 
129. 

Abdelwahib,  Vizier,  mission  of,  i.  352. 

Abdel  walid,  general,  made  governor  of 
Jaeu,  i.  349. 

Abdelwalim  of  Zauhaga,  a  Moorish 
general,  i.  119. 


Abernhman  Abcn   A.sbat,   Alchatib  of 

.luzi-f,    consulted    by    (he    king,   ii. 

257  ;  'lis  ri^plyj  'b. ;  writes  a  letter 

in  his  name,  258. 
Abdcnihinan    (called  Abulnswad),  son 

of  the  Aiiiecr  .liiscf,  i.  145. 

the  third,  reign  of,  i.  D. 

Aliiiostadir     Hillah,    proclaimed 

king,  li.  107  ;  his  aceoinplishmcnts, 

108  ;  refractory  spirit  of  his  guards, 

109  ;  conspiracy  against,  ib. ;  as- 
sassinated, ib.  ;  his  murderer  pro- 
claimed king,  ib. ;  brief  reign  of, 
110. 

Almudafar,  defeats  the  French, 

ii.  17. 

Ben  Abdallah  El  Gafeki,  exploits 

of,  i.  96;  liberality  of,  97  ;  removed 
from  command,  98  ;  nominated 
Ameer  of  Sjiaiii,  104 ;  makes  a 
tour  of  his  provinces,  105  ;  solicits 
reinforcements  for  the  army  of  Spain, 
ib. ;  his  orders  to  Otman,  106  ;  his 
expedition  into  the  Gauls,  108 ; 
takes  Bordeaux,  109 ;  his  terrific 
condict  with  the  king  of  France, 
110;  is  killed,  ib..  111. 

Ben  Abdelmela,  Alcaydc  of  Al- 

meria,  treachery  of,  iii.  127. 

Ben  Ahmed,  deposed  from  ofQce, 

ii.  121. 

Ben  Badr,  Lis  advice  to  the  king. 


i.  343. 

Ben  C'halid,  governor  of  Egypt, 

deposed,  i.  113. 
Ben    Fadal,    Cadi     of    Tadmir, 

demise  of,  i.  289. 

Ben  Ilabib,  displaced  from  com- 


mand, i.  131. 

Ben  Hassan,  a  brave  general,  i. 


138. 

Ben  Jusuf,  killed  in  battle,  i.  188. 

Ben     Moavia,    his    wanderings 

among  the  Alarabes  of  the  desert, 
ii.  163  ;  his  life  among  the  Bedouins, 
164;  narrow  escape  of,  165;  em- 
bassy of  the  Xeques  to,  168  ;  noble 
reply  of,  169  ;  arrives  in  S[)aiu,  173  ; 
his  enthusiastic  reception,  ib. ; 
))rophecy  of,  176  ;  his  great  valour, 
177;  Cordova  surrenders  to,  17S; 
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again  defeats  (he  enemy,  ISO ; 
granis  ail  amnesty  to  Jusuf,  181; 
enters  Merida,  ib. ;  birth  of  his 
son,  183  ;  improvements  elTccted  by 
ib. ;  verses  .said  to  have  been  com- 
posed by,  183 ;  the  people  of  Castille 
agree  to  pay  him  tribute,  187  ;  noble 
gift  to,  191  ;  entrusts  an  important 
mission  to  Samail,  193  ;  puts  down 
the  rebels  at  Toledo,  1 94  ;  Meknesa 
advances  agaiust,  200  ;  his  visit  to 
various  cities,  305  ;  heads  the 
troops  in  person,  ib.,  209 ;  defeats 
Meknesa,  210 ;  visits  Seville  and 
Cordova,  ib.  ;  ap|  ointments  and 
orders  of,  211;  education  of  his 
sous,  213  ;  nominates  his  eldest  sou 
governor  of  Toledo,  214  ;  his 
love  of  falcomT,  215  ;  pursues  the 
rebels  among  the  Jaeu  mountains, 
219  ;  his  journey  through  Lusitania 
and  Gallicia,  22 J  ,  returns  to  Cor- 
dova, 222  ;  noble  conduct  of,  ib. ; 
great  iMosque  constructed  by,  223  ; 
oath  of  allegiance  to,  22'i  ;  his  death, 
225  ;  buried  with  great  pomp,  ib. 
AbderamauBen  Moavia,  general,  slain, 
i.  350. 

Beu  Muhamad,  Wall    of  Jaen, 

proclaimed  king  of  Spain,  ii.  97 ; 
rejoiced  at  the  safely  of  his  Hagib, 
Hairan,  98;  popularity  of,  ib. ; 
addition  of  nobles  to  his  banners, 
101 ;  successes  of,  102  ;  carries  on 
the  war  aga'nst  Manzor  of  Sanhaga, 
1C3;  slain  by  an  arrow  near  Granada, 
106  ;  his  death  regretted,  107. 

• Beu  Ocba,  appointed  governor  of 

Cordova,  i.  121  ;  oath  taken  by, 
124  ;  proceeds  to  attack  Baleg,  ib. ; 
and  kills  him,  125. 

Beu  Taher,  his  defence  of  Murcia, 

ii.  189. 

Beu  Tahir,  elected  Ameer  of  the 

Almohades,  ii.  431 ;   dispossessed. of 
his   goverumeut,   432 ;    his  death, 
•      iii.  28. 

• I'riiice,    son  of  King  Alhakem, 

command  given  to,  i.  251 ;  Amru's 
iuvilalion  to,  ib.  ;  deleats  ihc 
Chii.sliaus     bfclore     Tortosa,    256; 


returns  in    triumph    to    Cordova, 
ib. ;    his  successful    incursions   into 
France,    258  ;    defeats    the    Jhris- 
tians    with    great    slautcliter,    ib.  ; 
oath  of    allegiance  taken   to,   259 ; 
skirmishes  between   his  troops  aud 
the    Christians,    264 ;    proclaimed 
king,    287  ;     his    many    excellent 
qualities,   268  ;    his    expedition    to 
Barcelona,    270 ;    embassy    of    the 
king  of  Greece  to,  271;  his  reply 
to  that  monarch,  272  ;  education  of 
his   sons,    273  ;    causes   important 
works  to  be  carried  on  in  Cordova, 
273  ;    his  do.nestic  pursuits,  274  ; 
plays  at  chess,  ib.  ;  valuable  present 
made   by,   ib. ;    gallant    speech  of, 
275 ;  verses  by,  276  ;  his  liberality 
to   his   poet,  ib. ;    sends  troops  to 
the  frontiers  of  France,  278 ;  sur- 
prised by  an  unexpected   revolt  at 
Merida,  ib. ;  pardons  the  rebels,  281 ; 
disquieted    by    an    insurrection   in 
Toledo,  282  ; .  orders   the  wah,  Ab- 
delruf,  to  tranquillize  that  district, 
284  ;  proceeds  agaiust  the  rebels  at 
Merida,    285 ;    lays   siege    to  that 
place,  286;  his  entry  into  the  city, 
ib. ;   repairs  the  I'urtificatious,  287  ; 
his     incursions    and    successes    in 
France,  288  ;  the  king  of  the  Greeks 
entreats   his  assistance  against  Al- 
raoatesim.  Caliph  of  the  East,  289  ; 
repairs  the  ravages    committed  by 
the  Normans,  291 ;  orders  ships  to 
he  built,  ib. ;  useful  works  of,  292  ; 
declares  his  son,  Muhamed,  his  suc- 
cessor, 292  ;  his  death,  293. 
Abdcrahman,   Prince,  his  mission  to 
Seville,    i.    335 ;     failure    of    his 
negotiations,  ;-)37  ;  his  advice  to  the 
king,  338  ;   his  proceedings  against 
the  rebels,  343;  takes  possession  of 
Sevilie,344;  his  victory  over  hisbro- 
ther,  345  ;  acquaints  the  king  with 
his  success,  ib.  ;  takes  prisoner  and 
dicapitales  the  rebel,  Ibrahim   Ben 
AlbcgHg,  350  ;  desires  the  recall  of 
Abu    Olliman,   357;    assumes    the 
cummand  of  the   lorces  agaiust  the 
rebel  chief,  Abeu  Hulsun,  ^58  ;  his 


•lu; 


INDEX. 


partiMlity  to  his  nephew,  30,')  ;  tnkrs 
n  Irniiiiii;  coinnmmlii){iiiii8lthc  rebels, 
3t'l5 ;     |iri)MTUli'8   llic    war   niiaiiist 
thrill,  .'107  ;   his  successes  ovit  Iheiii, 
37'^  ;  u'ivis  hi«  iieplicw  mivicc  of  the 
rebel,   Aben  lliifsiiti,  37'.';    obtains 
possession   of   several   (owns,  HSO  ; 
retiiriis  to  (^)rJova  from  the  eastern 
frontier,  387  ;    e.iptives   token  by, 
put   to  death,    ib.  ;    again    defeats 
the  fhristiaiis,  3S8 ;  returns  with 
preat    sjuiils    to     Cordova,     417  ; 
marehe*  wilii  the  troops  to  Gallicia, 
•1'22;  advises  with  his  nephew,  ib. ; 
gives  battle  to  king  Radinir,  4ii4; 
his    undaunted   bravery,    ib.;    his 
death,  4H. 
Abderaliinnn,  brother  of  AbJelnielic, 
a|ipoiiited  lliigib  by  the  king,  ii.  53  ; 
splendid  gift  presented  to,  by  Aniaan 
Ben  Zeiri,  ib. ;  pursuits  of,  .'54  ;  his 
intiuiaey   with    King   Ilixcin,   ib. ; 
endeavours  to  persuade  him  to  de- 
clare him  heir  to  the  throne,  ib. ; 
hatred  of    iluhainad   Ben  Hixcra, 
the.  king's  cousin,  to  him,  .55;   his 
conflict  at  Cordova,  5C ;  taken  pri- 
soner,  and  put  to  death,  57  ;    his 
wealth  eoufiseated,  ib. 
— —  called  EI  iMachlad,  attachment 
of  the  kiug  to,  i.  3.58  ;    education 
of,  361 ;  verses  of  the  kiug  in  praise 
of,  303 ;    appointed  by  King  Ab- 
dallah  to  be   his    successor,   363  ; 
proclaimed  king,  364  ;  his    prepos- 
sessing appearauee  and  great  ability, 
ib. ;  partiality  of  his  uncle  to  him, 
365  ;  his  conciliatory  manners,  ib. ; 
proceeds  to  Toledo  to  subjugate  the 
rebels,  ib. ;  his  victory  over  Caleb 
Hafsun,  367  ;  his  emotion  on   be- 
holding the  field  of  battle,  ib. ;  re- 
turns  to     Cordova,   ib.  ;    orders  a 
change'to  be  made  in  the  coinage, 
368 ;    proceeds    to    the    south    of 
Spain,  in  the  hope  of  subjugating 
the  Alarabes,  369 ;  rctiin.s  victo- 
rious to  the  capital,  370  ;  his  dis- 
positions for  guarding  the  Spanish 
coast,  371 ;  his  expedition  to  Mur- 
cia,  373 ;  his  reply  to  the  envoys 


of  the  rebel,  llafsnn,   375  ;  his  cx- 
pediliou  to  the   Sierras  of    Elvira, 
376;  proceeds  to  Jaen,  378  ;  returns 
to    Cordova,    ib. ;    rejoiced    at   the 
death   of  his  mortal  enemy,  Caleb 
Aben  Ilafsun,  379;  works  under- 
taken by,  ib. ;  visits  Granada,  382  ; 
lays  siege  to  Toledo,  385  ;  his  entry 
into  tiiat  city,    386 ;    pardons  the 
inhabitants,      ib. ;     his     assistance 
sought  by  the  partisans  of  the  race 
of  Edris,  411 ;    his  troops  occupy 
cities  in  Almagreh,  412  ;  proclaimed 
at  Fez,  413  ;  success  of  his  amis  in 
Africa,  416  ;  splcudid  Alca/ar  built 
by,  on  the  banks  of  the  Guadalquiver, 
418 ;    founds  the  city    of  Medina 
Azahra,  ilD  ;  his  life-guard,  ib;  his 
numerous  household,  420 ;    assem- 
bles his  forces  on  the  frontiers  of 
Gallicia,    422 ;    advises     with    his 
uncle,  ib. ;  rallies  his  troops,  425  ; 
presses  forward  the  siege  of  Zamora, 
427 ;  obtaius  possession  of  the  city, 
ib. ;  returns  in  triumph  to  Cordova, 
428 ;    rewards   conferred   by,    ib. ; 
disastrous  news  received  by,  431 ; 
secures  the  services  of  the  learned 
Ben  Casim,  433 ;  enters  into  a  truce 
with  King  Radmir,  435  ;    splendid 
acqueduct     constructed     by,     ib.  ; 
declares  his  son,  Alhakcm,  his  suc- 
cessor, 436  ;  conspiracy  of  his  son 
Abdallah,  437  ;  the  Prince's  designs 
revealed  to  liim,  438 ;  causes  him 
to  be  taken  and  thrown  into  prison, 
439  ;  interrogates  him,  ib. ;  a  stern 
judge,  440 ;  his  son  Abdallah  put  to 
death,   441  ;    envoys  sent    by  the 
King  of  Greece  to,  ib. ;  his  mag- 
riiflcent   reception  of    them,   442; 
promises   his    protection     to    Abu 
Alaixi,  ib. ;  proclaims  the  Algihed, 
or  sacred    war,    443 ;    magnificent 
present  sent  to,  445  ;  declared  at 
Teleneen  protector  of  the  sons  of 
Edris,  446 ;  his  displeasure  towards 
the  Soldau  of   Egypt,  447 ;    grief 
and  melancholy  of,  453 ;   recovers 
the   lost  cities  and   fortresses,  ib. ; 
proclaimed   throughout    Almagreb, 
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454  ;  various  works  performed  by, 
ib. ;  state  of  literature  during  Lis 
reign,  455  ;  verses  by,  ib. ;  his  iu- 
creasing  melaucboly,  456  ;  the  kst 
days  of,  457 ;  his  death,  ib. ;  mag- 
uificent  fuueral  of,  458. 

Abdilbar  Beu  Mugihaid,  lordof  Denia, 
defeated,  ii.  183. 

Abeidum,  chronicle  of,  i.  7- 

Abeu  Abda  Gewara,  General,  wounded, 
i.  207. 

Abdelbar,   companion  of  Prince 

.\bdallah,  i.  436  ;  incites  hini  to 
rebellion,  437 ;  seized  and  impri- 
soned, 439  ;  evil  counsels  of,  ib.  ; 
conviction  and  sentence  of,  440 ; 
destroys  himself,  ib. 

Abdelkerim,  General,  commands 


the  vanguard  of  the  king's  army,  i. 
270  ;  his  successes  in  France,  288. 

Abdehvaliid,   Wall,  efforts  of,  i. 

261. 

Abi    Taher,    bis   "  History   of 

Bagdad,"  i.  408. 

Adha,  Cadi  of  Granada,  ii.  433  ; 

bis  death  by  poison,  ib. 

Alabar  El  Codai,  history  of,  i,23. 

Alafia,  his  successes  iu  Almagreb, 

i.  411 ;  lays  siege  to  the  fortress  of 
Hijar  Anosai',  412;  his  arrival  in 
I'ez,  ib. ;  orders  Governor  Abdaliab 
to  be  put  to  death,  ib.  ;  takes  pos- 
session of  Bledina  Telencen,  413  ; 
his  demise,  414. 

Alaftas,  triple  alliance  proposed 

by,  ii.  157  ;  dissatisfaction  of,  158. 

Alahmar  (son  of  Muhamad  Abeu 

Alahmar)  proclaimed  king  of  Gra- 
nada, iii.  168  ;  marches  against  the 
insurgent  Walies,  169  ;  defeats 
them,  ib. 

Alarabi,  Cadi,   his  conversation 

with  Abdelmnmeu,  ii.  464. 

Alatar,  Lonl  of  the  Kosc,  sei- 
zure of,  i.  439 ;  declared  innocent, 
441. 

Aly,  of  Jaen,  his  defence  of  Me- 
dina Fez,  ii.  444. 

—  Anasir,  kills  Don  Sancho,  iii. 178. 

—  Atia,  vizier,  parties  at  the  house 
of,  ii.  461  ;  deposition  of,  485. 

VOL.  m. 


Abeu  Bokina,  vizier,  ii.  140  ;  victory 
of,  141  ;  besieges  General  Naja  and 
Prince  Hacen  at  Cebta,  ii.  144. 

Cahiua,  leader  of  the  Bai'bary 

forces,  i.  43  ;  defeated,  44. 

Chalid,  Wali  of  Jaen,  iii.  127. 

Conixa,  restores  the  Africans  to 

order,  iii.  374. 
Cotan,  Wali,  rescues  Husam  from 

prison,  i.  138. 

Gotham,    on   the  origin  of  El 

Mehedi,  ii.  386. 

Derag,  an  admired  poet,  ii.  24. 

Dbakuen,  Cadi  of  Cordova,  ii. 


47. 

Dolab,    son  of   Seif  Dolah,  his 

death,  ii.  436. 

—  Ferag,  his  collection  of  poems, 
i.  481. 

—  Galib,  the  Jew-treasurer,  ii.  248  ; 
put  to  death,  ib. 

Garari  appointed  Habib  to  the 


King,  i.  274. 

Gauia,  Wali  of  Lerida,    defeats 

the  Christiaus,  ii.  404  ;  sends  an 
account  of  his  victory  to  Prince 
Taxfin,  ib. ;  marches  against  the 
rebels,  412  ;  defeats  them,  413  ;  lays 
siege  to  Libia,  ib. :  apprehensions 
of,  413 ;  his  command  to  his  bro- 
ther, ib. ;  his  surrender  of  Xativa, 
429  ;  his  exhortations  to  the  people, 
441 ;  his  reasonings  prevail,  442  ; 
successes  of,  455 ;  besieges  and 
takes  Cordova,  456  ;  unpopular  in 
that  city,  ii.  457 ;  Mohamad  Ben 
Omar  elected  Ameer  in  place  of,  ib. ; 
proclaimed  at  Cebta,  468  ;  repairs 
to  Grauada,  469  ;  strikes  off  the 
head  of  Yahye  Beu  Aly,  470;  his 
conflicts  with  the  Alraohades,  ii. 
470  ;  his  incursions  m  Granada,  ib. ; 
dies  of  his  wounds,  ib. ;  heroic  deeds 
of,  ib. ;  alluded  to,  471 ;  his  asylum 
at  Majorca,  485. 

Gaymes,  Zuleiman  Aben  Eabie, 


takes  refuge  wi*h.  iii.  206  ;  alliaace. 
of  the  King  ol  CastiUe  with,  10. , 
besieges  Almeria,  210,  222. 

Gueta,   the   rebel   Genera.,    :.. 

471. 
E  E 
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Aljrn  H.il)ib,  po\  ( rnor  of  Rnrcn.i.  1 0 1- ; 
^0F«  ill  qiint  of  thu  fugitive,  Abdc- 
rnhnmu,  ir>6. 

Ilonun,  killed  mid  bcliradcd,  i. 

?10. 

IlnT.in,  work  written  by,  i.  1'2  ; 

•Ijitciii'ciil*  of  223,  )H):i. 

Kebab,    sudden    dcnlli    of    his 

friend,  ii.  14. 

UcniM'k,  AVnli  of  Murcia,  ii.  -lo'J; 

tS3  ;  flipbt  of,  484. 

Hiid,  ninoval  of  his  treasures, 

ii.  1.^.0. 

Ishac  Ben  Onieyn,  goes  over  to 

king  R-'idiiiir,  i.  41 G  ;  implores  the 
king's  pardon,  433. 

Ismail,   king,    his    defence   of 

Orsnada,  iii.  335  ;  his  truces  with 
the  Christians,  836,  338  ;  rules  with 
])rudence  and  justice,  ib. ;  his  two 
sciiis,  337  ;  his  death,  33S  ;  suc- 
ceeded by  his  son,  Abul  Hassan,  ib. 

Iza  El  Razir,  his  account  of  the 

fall  of  Morocco,  ii.  452,  454. 

Juzef  Altriuzami,  makes  himself 

master  of  Murcia,  iii.  90. 

^lafot  Ben  Ibrahim,    vizier  of 

Toledo,  i.  282;  his  conflicts  with 
the  rebels,  283  ;  appointed  vizier  of 
the  council  of  state,  288. 

Muza,  Alcayde  of  Malaga,  iii. 

373  ;  revolt  of  his  troops,  374. 

Oeba,  \V.-ili,  i.  138. 

Omar,  an  accomplished  vouth, 

ii.  161. 

Omar,  general  of  the    king  of 

Seville,  ii.  167;  enters  Cordova,  168; 
takes  Valencia  by  surprise,  and  de- 
poses the  king,  171  ;  accompanied 
in  his  campaign  to  iilurcia  by  Ab- 
callah  Ben  Raxic,  ib.,  187  ;  his  con- 
tinued intrigues,  187;  his  march 
into  Murcia,  178;  his  convention 
withRaymond,theBarcc-lonian,179; 
fomplaints  made  to,  180  ;  defeated, 
181 ;  escape  of,  ib.  ;  obtains  the 
restitution  of  the  Infant  Rax  id, 
182  ;  his  treacherous  intrigues, 
163;  captures  Seville,  185;  ap- 
pointed vizier  to  the  king,  188  ; 
his  conquest  of  Murcia,  190 ;  ap- 


jioinlcd  governor  of  that  cily,  TI).; 
missions  of,  191  ;  his  iiiaguiliceut 
presents  from  the  king  of  Gallicin, 
192;  detestation  of,  .198;  flics  to 
Toledo,  ib. ;  address  of  king  Alfonso 
to,  199;  seeks  refuge  iu  Saragossa, 
ib. ;  taken  jjrisoner,  200  ;  his  verses 
to  Ihc  king,  201  ;  his  head  struck  oft' 
by  Ihc  king's  orders,  202. 
Abeu  Ozmin,  a  uoblc  youth,  his  death, 
iii.  231. 

Ozmin,  conspiracy  of,  iii.  327  ; 

deposes  his  uncle,  and  is  proclaimed 
king,  328  ;  takes  the  fortified  town 
of  Bcui  Maurel,  329  ;  his  successes 
over  the  Christiaus,  329,  331 ; 
proposes  to  form  an  alliance  with 
the  kings  of  Arragon  and  Navarre, 
330  ;  causes  his  general,  Muhamad, 
to  be  put  to  death,  332;  cruelty 
aud  fall  of,  333  ;  his  flight,  334. 

Radmir,    attacks    the    king   of 

Saragossa,  ii.  287  ;  encourages  his 
soldiers,  288 ;  killed,  289. 

Radmir,  king  of  Saragossa,  gives 

battle  to  Abu  Bekar,  ii.  337  ;  raises 
the  siege,  342 ;  success  of,  343  ; 
requires  Amad  Dolah  to  give  up  the 
city,  344 ;  decisive  victory  gained 
by,  at  Cutanda,  345 ;  entreaty  of 
the  Christians  to,  369  ;  temptations 
held  out  to,  370 ;  lays  siege  to 
Medina  Baza,  371 ;  his  stay  at 
Gayana,  372  ;  retreat  of,  373  ; 
perpetual  attacks  on,  374  ;  defeated 
at  Lyrena,  ib. ;  his  successes  over  the 
Mosleraali,  ib. ;  pursues  his  march 
towards  the  Mediterrancau,  375 ; 
anecdote  of,  ib. ;  proceeds  towards 
Granada,  ib. ;  arrives  in  Murcia, 
376  ;  mortality  among  his  troops, 
ib. ;  little  effect  of  his  campaign,  ib.; 
king  Jusef  determines  to  invade  his 
dominions,  377  ;  ravages  of,  379  ; 
defeat  of  his  troopsatFohos-Assebab, 
380  ;  again  routed  at  Gebcl  el 
Cazar,  381. 

Rafie,  governor  of  Egypt,  hisi 

death,  i.  112. 

Rcgig,  his  "History  of  Africa,' 


i.  12. 
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Aben  Sail,  defeated  by   El    Tl-.ograi, 

li.  439  ;  flight  of,  iii.  9. 

■ Sohaa,  statement  of,  i.  471. 

Taher,  "VVali,  applies  for  succour 

lo  the  king;   of  Seville,   ii.  1 78  ; 

entertains  Aben   Omar,  ib. ;  taken 

and  imprisoned,  190. 
— —  Tahir,    vizier,  removes  the  re- 

niaius  of  king  Alcadir  to   Murcia, 

ii.  319  ;  his  death,  ib. 
Tamarkid,  defeated    by   Abdel- 

mumen,  ii.  471. 
Ubeid,  his  convention  with  the 

king  of  Castille,  iii.  153. 

Wahib  Ben  Lebonn,  general,  ii. 


171 ;  occupies  cities  of  Jaen,  184  ; 
his  death,  187. 

Yahye  Ben  Omeira,  bis  account 

of  the  conquest  of  Mehadia,  ii.  491 ; 
statement  of,  iii.  34. 

—  Zarb,  Cadi,  his  house  the  resort 
of  the  learned,  i.  430. 

—  Zargan  Mesaud,  son  of  the  sultan 
of  Rihai,  enters  the  service  of  king 
Juzef,  iii.  30. 

—  Zeid  Abderahman,  reign  of,  iii. 
103. 

Zeragh,  the  Moslemah  general. 


bis  intrepidity,  iii.  326  ;  slain,  327. 

——  Ziri,  a  rebel  general,  slain,  iii. 
29. 

Zulema,  fortress  of,  taken  by  the 

Moslemah,  iii.  329. 

Abencerrages,  battles  of  the,  i.  17. 

Abesa,  the  mother  of  Suleiman,  i.  85, 

Abes  Ben  Firnas,  the  poet,  his 
death,  i.  334. 

Abi  Aglab,  his  account  of  himse]f,i.  393. 

Aly  Anas,  verses  by,  ii.  392. 

Xoaiba,  work  of,  i.  294. 

Abu  Abdallah  Ben  Ahmed,  pilgrimage 
of,  ii.  17. 

Abdallah  Ben  Senanid,  an  illus- 
trious general,  iii.  45  ;  his  opinion 
requested  by  king  Jakob  Almanzor, 
ib.;  his  replytothat  monarch, 46;  his 
counsel  approved, 47;  commaud  con- 
fided to,  48  ;  animates  the  soldiers, 
50  ;  valorous  exploits  of,  51. 

Abdallah  Ben  Verdi,  dream  of,  ii. 

454. 


Abu  Abdalhih  Juzef,  marriiuce  of,  iii. 
292  ;  succeeds  his  father  as  king  of 
Granada,  293  ;  releases  Christian 
captives,  ib. ;  his  sons,  294  ;  rebel- 
lion of  Priiice  iMuhamadagainst,295. 

Abdallah  Muhamad,  elected  Wall 

of  Valencia,  ii.  458. 

Abdallah  Muhamad  Ben  Ishak, 

assurance  of,  iii.  30. 

Abdallah  Muhamad  Ben 

his   numerous   partizans,  iii. 


Hud, 
107; 
108; 


proclaimed  Ameer  of  Spain, 
his  declaration  to  the  people,  ib. ; 
his  victory  over  Abu  Aly  Alamonn, 
109,;  makes  himself  master  of  Mui'- 
cia,  111  ;  proclaimed  sovereign  iu 
that  city,  ib. ;  eloquence  of,  112  ; 
his  new  victorj',  ib. ;  prepares  forces 
to  march  against  the  Christians,  118; 
impetuous  attack  of,  119  ;  his  pur- 
suit of  the  foe,  120 ;  proceeds  to 
the  relief  of  Cordova,  123  ;  varying 
counsels  received  by,  ib. ;  false  in- 
telligence given  by,  i'?. ;  receives  a 
letter  from  GiomaU  Ben  Zeyan,  ib.; 
abandons  Cordova,  ib.  ;  ai-rives  at 
Almeria,  125 ;  splendid  banquet 
given  to,  126 ;  Buflbcated  in  his 
bed,  ib. ;  conflicts  and  disquietudes 
of  his  reign,  ib. ;  his  virtues  and 
valour,  ib. ;  his  brother,  Aly  Ben 
Juzef,  proclaimed  king  of  Murcia,ib. 

Abdallah  Muhamad,  proclaimed 

Wall  of  Toledo,  i.  311 ;  implores 
and  obtains  the  King's  pardon,  312. 

Abdallah,  son  of  king  Abul  Has- 
san, iii.  342  ;  his  affable  manners, 
343  ;  conspires  against  his  father, 

347  ;  taken  and  imprisoned,  ib. ; 
his  escape  contrived  by  his  mother, 

348  ;  proclaimed  king,  ib. ;  defeats 
his  father,  349;  unpopularity  of, 
353  ;  evil  augury  with  reference  to, 
ib. ;  his  expedition  against  Lucena, 
ib. ;  his  summons  to  the  Alcayde  of 
that  city,  354;  defeated,  355 ;  flight 
of,  ib. ;  taken  prisoner,  ib. ;  his 
mother  treats  for  his  ransom,  356  ; 
her  advice  to  him,  ib. ;  his  subuiis- 
sion  to  the  Christian  king,  ib. ;  his 
treaty  with  him,  357  :  his  return  to 
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Granncin  358 ;  (liisntisfnrlionor.SCiS; 
wfk*  n!l«l^t^lllro  liotn  tlio  (■llri^lillns, 
86i;  nttcinpN'tl  I'ipiiUioii  of,  oM)  ; 
hclil  lu  nbliDrifiirc,  IJOS  ;  proposals 
of  liis  iiiirlu  to,  ill.  ;  mnrilu's  to  tin- 
dcfetii-f  of  l-ox:i.  :»GU;  ilcfiMliil,;}7l); 
durri'inlrr*  tin-  cily.ili.;  his  s-lianicful 
a|>okt:iry,   ib. ;   ri'tiiru'*   to  (iraiiada. 
371;  liis   valtialilo  iirrscnts  to  the 
KiiiK  of  f'a^lille,   375;    Christian 
cnil)iis»y  to,  378  ;  cUiiradiiig  propo- 
sitioiis  nrccptcJ  by,  ib. 
Abu  .\bilnlluh  Miihaiiind  III.,    his  ac- 
cession lo  the  tlirom-,   iii.  202  ;   his 
cncr>;y  and  applic;itioii,  ib. ;  his  vi- 
ziers and    secretaries,   203;    takes 
the  city  of  Almondhar,  ib. ;  resigns 
a  beautiful  damsel   to   the  king  of 
Morocco,   20i;  defeats   his  cousin, 
Abul  llcgia'j,  ih. ;  liis  letters  to  the 
King  of  Castillo,   20i ;  his  public 
works  at  Granada,  205. 

— —  Abdchnelic,  king  of  Saragossa, 
his  death,  ii.  401  ;  succeeded  by  his 
son,  Abn  Giafar,  402;  compelled  to 
quit  Cordova,  415. 

Abdcrahman,tlie  Andalusian  sage, 

his  teaching  opposed,  i.  294  ;  his 
system  advocated  by  the  king,  ib. 

■  Alaixi,Wali,plaecs  himself  under 

the  protection  of  Abderahnian,  i. 
442 ;  requests  permission  to  visit 
Spain,  450 ;  received  with  great 
honours,  ib. 

Alhakem  Omar,  defeated,  ii.  3. 

Amer  Ahmed,  vizier,  his  house 

open  to  learned  men,  i.  430. 

Amer  Ben  Deragh,  verses  liy,  ii. 


83. 

—  Amir  Taxifin,  reign  of,  iii.  102. 

—  Amram,  a  native  of  Fez,  ii.  200  ; 
letters  of  recommendation  given  bv, 
207. 

—  Amrann,  general,  commanded  to 
proceed  to  Andalusia,  ii.  447;  enters 
Algezira,  448  ;  and  Gcbal  Tf.ric,  ib. 

Amru  Muhamad,  king  of  Seville, 

crafty  reply  of,  ii.  156. 
Anan,  king  of  Cebta,  iii.  276 ; 

treaty  of  alliance  between  him  and 

the  king  of  Seville,  ib. 


Abu  Ayah  liciiHiilel,  advice  of,  iii.  24; 

))rocceds  to  Munin,  ib. 
Hccar,  spies  ('niployed  by,  ii.109; 

captures  (Jl)cii  Omar,  200. 
Mccar Hen  Idahim, opinion <)f,ii  204 


ik'car,  the  Xeque, government  of, 

ii.  i;!r,. 

-  Hecre,  the  first  Caliph,  i.  35  ; 
))roelamati()n  of,  ib.  ;  his  address  to 
his  troops,  30  ;  his  death,  3S. 

-  Jk'kar,  general,  appointed  to  suc- 
ceed Aben  Alhaug,  ii.  337  ;  en- 
counters the  troops  of  Abeu  Rad- 
mir,  ib.  :  slain,  345. 

]kkar,Ca<li,  anecdote  of,  iii.  200. 

Bekar  (grandfather  of  Abdclhac), 

jjartieulars  relative  lo,  iii.  97. 

Hckar  Aben  Sofian,  abandons  hi* 

party,  iii.  23  ;  entrenches  himself 
in  Medina  Xucar,  ib.  ;  solicits  the 
aid  of  the  Almoliade  generals,  ib. ; 
verses  by,  24  ;  his  defence  of  Va- 
lencia, ib. ;  his  victory  over  th(i 
Christians,  27. 

l?ekar,  son  of  Abu  Inan,  reign  of, 

iii.  102. 

Bekar  Yahye,  dexterity  of,  ii.99  ; 

reduces  Jfekinesa,  ib. ;  his  tomb  in 
that  city,  ib. 

Bekir  Aben  Tefelit,  General  of 

King  Aly,  ii.  379. 

Bekir  Alged,  his  address  to  Ab- 

delmiimcn,  ii.  472. 

Bekir,  verses  by,  ii.  4GC. 

Bekir  Ben  Gedi,  litter  written 

by,  in  the  king's  name,  ii.  253. 
Bekir  Seir,  the  king's  son,  his 

death,  ii.  285. 

Bekir,   son  of  king  Juzef,  de- 
feated, ii.  3S2. 

Bekir,  son  of  Omar,  chief  of  the 

Lamtuna,  ii.  210  ;  becomes  king  on 
the  death  of  Abdallah,  211;  accedes 
to  the  wishes  of  his  people,  212: 
city  of  Morocco  founded  by,  ib. ; 
proceeds  to  the  succour  of  his  Ca- 
bila  of  Lamtuna,  213  ;  success  of, 
220  ;  his  anger  towards  Juzef,  ib. 
his  address  to  him,  221 ;  his  abdi- 
cation, 222 ;  magniliceut  present 
sent  to,  ib. ;  his  death,  223. 
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Abu  Belcir,  Wali  of  Suz,  expeditiou 
uader,  ii.  358 ;  his  report  to  the 
king,  ib. 

Abul  Beiit  Uea  lluxd,  king  Juzef  goes 
forth  to  welcome  him,  ii.  368  ;  his 
important  mission  to  Jlorocco,  ib. , 
his  cadvice  to  the  king,  377- 

Abu  Ben  Abdelgafir,  vizier,  letter 
written  by,  ii.  323. 

Ben  Meruan  Havan,  statements 

of,  i.  340 ;  ii.  62,  03,  08,  73,  8U, 
no,  116. 

Becri,  lines  by,  i.  455. 

Chalei],  assassinated,  i.  16. 

Chalid  Mahvu,  sou  of  Abu'Bekar, 

iii.  97. 

Charaub,  advice  of,  ii.  Co  ;  in- 


uignutiou  of,  90. 

Dibus,  rebels  against  Omar  Aben 

Ibrahim,  iii.  95 ;  his  proposition 
accepted,  ib. ;  his  ill-won  sove- 
reignty, ib.  ;  slain  in  battle,  96  ; 
his  head  sent  to  Medina  Fez,  ib. 

I'aris  Abdelaziz,  reign  of,  iii.  102. 

Gezid,  the  rebel,  i.  434. 

Giafar  Ahmed,  succeeds  his  fa- 
ther, Ainad  Dolah,  as  king  of  Sara- 
gossa,  ii.  402 ;  wicked  treaties  of, 
403 ;  friendship  of  Abderahman 
Tahir  to,  431 ;  his  partisans  at 
Jaen,  435 ;  curious  incident  that 
occurred  to,  ib. ;  his  departure  frons 
Granada,  436  ;  proclaimed  sovereign 
of  Murcia,  43"  ;  killed  on  the  field 
of  Lug,  439. 

Giaffar    Ahmed,    fortifies   Jaen, 


Giafftir  Ben  Atia,  his  address  to 

Abdelmumen,  ii.  472;  said  to  have 

been  poisoned,  486,  493,  iii.    13 ; 

particulars  respecting,  ib. 
Giaflar  Ahmed  Ben  Gubeir,  sent 

in  chains  to  the  castle  of  Jlaternis, 

ii.  434. 
Giaffar  Ben  Said,    of   Granada, 

verses  recited  by,  to  the  king,  iii.  3  ; 

a  great  general  as  well  as  poet,  8  ; 

proceeds  to  Jam,  9. 

Giaffar,  general,  rewarded,  ii.81. 

Giii'aiir  llamdain,  the  rebel  ^Yali, 

ii.   415 ;    proclaimed   at   Cordova, 


417  ;  contest  between  his  partisans 
and  those  of  El  Thograi,  419  ;  pro- 
claimed king  of  Granada,  420  ;  re- 
turns to  Murcia,  430  ;  slain,  431  •, 
alluded  to,  400. 

Abu  Giaffar,  king  of  Saragossa,  his 
letter  to  king  Juzef,  ii.  311;  his 
alliance  witli  that  monarch,  313  ;  his 
successes  over  the  Christians,  314  ; 
slaiu  in  battle,  338 ;  funeral  of, 
339. 

Giaffar,  vizier  of   Abdelmumen, 

his  friendship  fur  El  Jaeui,  ii.  446. 

Gioniail  Ben  Mudafe,  takes  pri- 
soner Aly  Ben  Juzef,  aud  causes  him 
to  be  belieaded,  iii.  126. 

Giux,    au    xVhnohade    general. 


commnnds  of  the  king  to,  iii.  65. 

-  Hafas,   general,    jirecaution  of, 
iii.  7. 

Hafas    Ben    Yahye,    appointed 

governor  of  Morocco,  ii.  473  ;  be- 
sieges Almeria,  478. 

Hafas,     prime,     marries    the 

daughter  of  the  vizier,  Abdel  Selem, 
ii.  485. 

Hafaz,  vizier,  appointed  by  the 

king  general-in-chief,  iii.  48. 

Hamid  Algezali,  books  by,  con- 
demned,ii.  380,387  ;  anecdote  of,  ib. 

Hamri,  captures  Ronda,  ii.  461. 

Hassan  Aly,  his  death,  iii.  102. 

Ibrahim  Ahmed,  Wali  of  Africa, 


indignation   of,   i.  397;  verses  bv, 
398. 

—  Ibrahim  Ishac,  commands  a  pa- 
lace to  be  erected  at  Granada,  iii.  80. 
Inan  Faris,  reign  of,  iii.   102; 


his  death,  ib. 

Abu  Ishac  Ben  Abdelhac,  appointed 
vizier  to  king  Juzef,  iii.  250 ;  dis- 
placed from  office,  ib. 

Ishac  El  llaquiqui,  statement  of, 

i.  400. 

Ishac  Ibrahim,  command  en- 
trusted to,  ii.  358;  panic  among 
his  t  J  oops,  359  ;  anecdote  of,  365. 

Ismail  Dilnoun,  appointed  go- 
vernor of  Toledo,  ii.  74. 

Izag,  his  learning  aud  piety,  ii. 

207. 
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Abii  .l.ic()li  Jiizcf,  beromcs  sovcrcicn  of 
the  Bfiii  Mi-rint's,  iii.  101  ;  bcsicj,'(s 
Bejcr  ami  Tt-k'nci-n,  ib. ;  bis  death, 
ib. 

Jakob,  son  of  the  kiap  of  Morocco, 

iii.  188-18'J;  proclaimi'dsovcreisn, 
191  ;  bis  interview  with  the  king  of 
Granada,  192  ;  sends  au  embassy  to 
Don  Saiicho.  ib. ;  fortress  ceded  by 
tlie  kine;  of  Grimadn  to,  ib. ;  indig- 
nant at  the  conduct  of  the  tiovernor 
of  Malaga,  193  ;  rumours  brought 
to,  ib.;  retires  to  Algczira,  ib. ;  army 
raised  by,  ib. ;  destruction  of  his 
ships  by  the  Christians,  ib. ;  places 
prince  Juan  in  commnnd  of  his  army, 
194;  his  treaty  with  kins;  Muhamad, 
197  ;  beautiful  damsel  given  up  to, 
204  ;  assassinated,  205  ;  succeeded 
by  his  son,  Abu  Thabet,  ib. 

'■  Juzef,  accession  of,  iii.  99  ;  ertir- 
pates  the  AJmohades,  ib. ;  his  con- 
quest of  Morocco,  ib.  :  his  journeys 
into  Spain,  100  ;  his  death,  ib. :  his 
seven  sons,  ib. 

Juzef    Ben    Abdelhac,   king    of 

Tunis,  suspicion  against,  iii.  170; 
letters  of  king  Muhamad  to,  173  ; 
besieges  Medina  Ecija,  177;  his 
treaty  with  king  Alphonso,  179  ; 
burns  the  Christian  Armada,  181; 
proceeds  to  Algezira,  182  ;  his  treaty 
with  the  king  of  Castille,  ib. ;  as- 
sists the  latter  against  his  son,  184; 
defeated  by  the  king  of  Granada,  ib. ; 
distrusted  byhis  ally,  king  Alphonso, 
mCi ;  sends  letters  of  condolence  to 
king  Sancho,  188  ;  offence  given  to, 
ib. ;  devastations  of,  ib. ;  his  inter- 
view with  the  king  of  Granada,  1 S9; 
submission  of  the  Walies  to,  190  ; 
territories  ceded  to,  191  ;  his  death, 
ib.-201  ;  succeeded  byhis  son, Abu 
Jakob,  ib. 

Meruan  Abdelaziz,  proclaimed  at 
Valencia,  ii.  416  ;  besieges  Xativa, 
429 ;  takes  possession  of  that  city, 
ib. ;  proclaimed  sovereign,  430 ;  dis- 
like to,  43o  ;  his  flight  from  the  city, 
ib. ;  captured  and  taken  about  in 
chainSjib.;  particu!arsrelatedof,434. 


Abu  ■Meruan  Abdelmclic,  son  of  the 
king  of  Sarngossa,  his  mission  to 
.Iiizc'f,  ii.  312;  his  encounter  with 
his  son  in-law,  320;  horrible  cruelly 
of,321 ;  his  lettcrto  the  Ameer,377. 

MoarrcfMoiiamad  Ameer,  oath  of 

allegiance  to,  iii.  98  ;  tribes  snbjuga- 
ted  by,  ib. ;  slain  in  battle,  ib. 

Muhamad      Abdallah,      marches 

against  the  Christians,  iii.  5. 


-Muhamad  Abdelwalid,  defeats  the 
rebel-chief,  I'il  .Mayorki,  iii.  GO;  jiro- 
claimcd  Caliph,  93  ;  his  untimely 
end,  ib.;  succeeded  by  his  brother, 
Abul  Hassan  .\ly,  ib.-lOO. 

-^Muhamad  Iku  Abi  Afs,  appointed 


Wali  of  .\frica,  ii.  475 
— Muhamad  Ben  Samail,  the  rebel, 

cruelty  of,  ii.  457. 
— Muhamad,  general,   reply  of,  ii. 

360. 
— IMuhamad     Abdallah,     Wall     of 

Malaga,  iii.  190  ;  cedes  his  territo- 
ries to  Abu  Juzef,  ib. ;  sent  to  Africa, 

191. 
Muhamad  AbdaUah,Cadi  of  Cadies, 

iii.  200. 
— Muhamad  Aben  Hud,  proclaimed 

king  of  Granada,  iii.  91 ;  successes 

of,  92. 
—  Muhamad  Baxir,  lays  siege  to 

^Morocco,  ii.  365  ;  his  death,  367. 
— Muhamad  Bekir,  joins  El  Mehedi, 

ii.  350. 
— Muhamad  Ben  ITuzam,  his  "Uni- 


versal History  of  Races,"  i.  461. 
— Muslema,  insidious  copduct  of,  i. 

146. 
— Naser,  son  of  the  Idng  of  Seville, 

put  to  death,  ii.  302. 
— Obeid  El  Becri,  statement  of,  i. 

410. 

— Obeida,  an  Arab  leader,  i.  38. 
-OiDar  Abderahman,  put  to  death. 


iii.  113  ;  verses  by,  114. 
— Omar,  a  miracle  of  learning,  his 

death,  ii.  48. 
— Omar  Aly  Ben  Muza,  his  defence 

of  Jaen,  iii.  137. 
-Omar  Ben  Afif,  his  account  of  the 


conspiracy  of  Prince  Abdallah,i.  436. 
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Abu  Omeya  Abclelgafir,  appointed  go- 
vernor of  Seville,  i.  210. 

Othman  Ben  Algezar,  supposed 

death  of,  ii.  62. 

• Othman  of  Cordova,  pilgrimage 

of,  ii.  57. 

Otman  Obeidala,  orders  given  to 

i.  229;  defeats  and  kills  the  rebel, 
Said  Ben  Hnsein,  234  ;  his  victo- 
ries over  the  rebels,  ib. ;  vigilance  of, 
338 ;  defeats  Calib  Aben  Hassan, 
356 ;  his  retirement  from  office, 
357  ;  made  captain  of  the  Sclavo- 
uian  ciiard,  ib. ;  departs  for  the 
East,  ii.  30. 
-Rebie   Zidcj'maa,   his   death,  iii. 


101. 

Sagia,  disinclination  of,  i.  45. 

.bu  Said,  influence  of,  iii.  275  ;  aids 
Ismail  in  his  conspiracy,  276  ;  his 
predominance  over  the  usurper  Is- 
mail, 280 ;  treachery  of,  281  ;  de- 
feats the  king,  ib. ;  causes  him  to  be 
assassinated,  282 ;  proclaimed  sove- 
reign, ib. ;  his  successes  over  the 
Christians,  284  ;  artful  policy  of, 
ib. ;  state  of  his  finances,  285  ; 
proceeds  to  Seville  to  conciliate  the 
king  of  Castille,  286. 

—  Said,  put  to  death  by  Don  Pedro, 
iii.  287  ;  his  head  said  to  have  been 
sent  to  the  king  of  Granada,  288. 

— Said,  Amir,  dies  near  Tanja,  iii. 
101. 

— Said  Otman,  solemn  oath  taken 
by,  iii.  97  ;  tribes  subject  to,  ib. ; 
cause  of  his  death,  98. 

— Said  Ozman,  reign  of,  iii.  103  ; 
his  death,  ib.         , 

Said,  prince,  sent  to  occupy  Ge- 

baltaric,  iii.  305  ;  unjust  suspicion 
of,  ib. ;  his  surrender  of  the  city, 
306  ;  taken  prisoner  to  the  court  of 
Granada,  ib.  ;  his  brother  orders  poi- 
son to  be  administered  to  him,  ib. ; 
proceeds  to  Fez,  and  deposes  him,  ib; 
proclaimed  king  in  his  stead,  ib. 

Salem  Ibrahim, his  death, iii.  102. 

Salem,  king  of  Fez,  treaty  of  peace 

with,  iii.  275  ;  his  reception  of  king 
Muhamad,  278;  put  to  death,  279. 
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Abu  Sultan  Aziz,  vizier  of  king  Mu- 
hamad, iii.  199. 

Tahir,  the  Moslemah  general  de- 
feated, i.  248. 

Tahir   Temim,    brother   of  king 

Juzef,  ii.  330  ;  appointed  governor 
of  Valencia,  333  ;  besieges  and  takes 
Uklis,  334 ;  proposes  to  abandon 
the  fortress,  ib. ;  successful  sortie 
of,  ib.  ;  sends  an  a(;count  of  his  vic- 
tory to  the  king,  335 ;  disaster  of 
his  troops,  ii.  361. 

Taleb  Abdallah,  his  flight  from 

Ccuta,  iii.  204. 

Talib  Abdelgebar,  verses  by,  in 

praise  of  prince  Taxfiu,  ii.  407. 

Talib  Ben  Ganim,  ii.  316. 

Teib,  of  Ronda,  work  of,  i.  25. 

Thabet   succeeds    his    father   as 

king  of  Morocco,  iii.  205  ;  raises 
the  siege  of  Telencen,  Ih. ;  his  death 
221  ;  succeeded  by  his  brother,  Abu. 
Rabie  Zuleiman,  ib. 

Tliabet  Omar,  in  disgrace  with  the 

king,  iii.  252  ;  cast  in  prison,  ib. ; 
rumour  respecting,  ib. 

Walid,  retires  from  court,  i.  482; 

works  by,  ib. 

Walid  Albage,  cadi  of  Cordova, 


council  of  Ameers  convoked  by,  ii. 
230. 

—  Walid  of  Beja,  cadi,  declaration 
of,  ii.  197. 

Yahye,  succeeds  his  father  as  king 

of  Almeria,  ii.  158;  his  tine  quali- 
ties, ib. ;  pardons  his  brother,  159. 

Yahye  Ben  Tobada,  Wali  of  Cor- 
dova, ii.  346  ;  flight  of,  34?. 

Zacaria,  secretaiy  of  prince  Tax- 
fin,  his  poem  on  the  defeat  of  the 
Almoravides,  ii.  394. 

—  Zacaria  Ben  Zamoun,  takes  Leila 
by  storm,  ii.  481  ;  brought  to  Mo- 
rocco in  chains  by  command  of 
Abdelmumen,  482. 

Zacaria  Yahye,  king  of  Tunis,  iii. 


151. 

Abu  Yahye,  arranges  his  force  in  order 
of  battle,  iii.  49 ;  animates  the  sol- 
diers, 50. 

Zcid  Abdelaziz,  tenures  reclaimed 
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of,  ii.  l&O;  bc»icgc«l  in  liis  onn 
TowiT,  IfiO;  hi*  nocturnal  iscapc, 
ib.;  conlinllyrccfivi  Jbylhuking.ib. 

Z.iriiriii  Yiibvc  Abcii  Annsir  |)r»- 

dijinrd  Auii-cr  by  llic  Xiqiics,  iii. 
85;  »cnt  with  Ihc  cnvalry  into  Spain, 
ib. ;  defeated  by  Abiilola  Ildris,  8C  ; 
tligiil  of,  ib. ;  again  overcome,  S'J. 

Zacnria  Yabye,  nrpbcw  of  .\bii- 

li.lo  Kdrii,  iii.  93  ;  his  death,  ib. 

Zcynn  Mohamad, rfipnof,  iii.  102. 

Zararia  Vahyc,  chief  of  the  Lam- 
tuna,  ii.  20S  ;  victory  of,  20'J  ;  con- 
quests of,  210  ;  slain  iu  battle,  ib. 

Abuiasbaz  Muza,  cutcrtainmcut  given 
by,  ii.   5. 

Abiilbtliar  Bcu  Zciri,  his  wars  with  bis 
nephew,  ii.  15  ;  receives  the  title  of 
Ameer,  ib. ;  perfidy  of,  ib. 

AjuI  Casern,  secretary  of  Mohamad  II. 
iii.  200. 

Abul  Casern  Chalaf,  his  "  History  of 
Illustrious  Spaniards,"  i.  24. 

Abulcasira  Abdclmelic,  theking's  viziei\ 
iii.  390;  report  of,  391;  his  con- 
cern at  the  critical  position  of  affairs 
in  Grauada,  391 ;  his  mission  to  the 
Christian  camp,  395  ;  treats  fortlie 
surrender  of  Granada,  39G ;  his  re- 
turn to  the  council,  397- 

Abul  Casim  Bcu  Edris,  governor  of 
Ronda,  ii.  4G0 :  his  people  discon- 
tented with  his  rule,  461  ;  flight  of, 
ib. ;  appointed  cadi  of  Seville,  ib. ; 
his  death,  ib. 

Abulcasim,  El  Mezeli,  i.  77. 

Ahtdfnmpi.an  eminent  writer,  his  death, 
'.  468  ;  works  by,  409. 

Abulfeda,  narrative  of,  i.  12-25. 

Abulfeth  El  'I'esiili,  general,  i.  412. 

Abul  Ilassam,  son  of  Abu  Aly,  resigns 
the  government  of  Carmona,  iii. 
139  ;  gives  up  the  keys  of  Seville, 
and  departs  from  that  city,  145. 

HassanAly,  succession  of, iii.  93  ; 

killed  m  battle,  94  ;  succeeded  by- 
Omar  Abcn  Ishac,  ib. 

Hassan  Aly  Ben  Moul,  vizier,  de- 
prived of  oflicc,  iii.  253. 

Hassan  Ben   Al^iab,  appointed 

vizier  to  the  king,  iii.  253. 


Abul  Hassan  Ben  Mesaud,  vizier,  go- 
verns during  the  king's  minority,  iii. 
237  ;  his  death,  ib. 

Hassan  llasuri,  verses  by,  ii.  305. 

Hassan,  king  of  Fez,  takes  Gebal- 

Tarie,  (nil)raltar),  iii.  245  ;  alliance 
of  king  .Muhaniad  with,  ib, ;  his  ge- 
nerals conspire  to  assassinate  the 
king  of  Granada,  247 ;  his  naval 
victory  over  the  Christians,  253  ; 
his  cordial  reception  of  king  Juzef, 
ib.  ;  lays  siege  to  Tarifa,  254  ;  his 
Ilarcemand  treasures  taken  byChris- 
tiaus,  250  ;  flies  to  Gubal  Taric,  ib. ; 
advice  of,  2C0 ;  marriage  of  his 
daughter,  292  ;  his  consort  Zahira, 
ib.  :  his  presents  to  king  Juzef,  297. 

Ilegiag  Ben  Cadis,  defends  Cala- 

trava,  iii.  68  ;  compelled  to  capitu- 
late, 69  ;  proceeds  to  the  king's 
camp,  70  ;  indignities  to,  ib. ;  put 
to  death,  ib.  ;  murmurs  among  the 
troops  in  consequencr,  71  ;  his  death 
avenged,  72. 

llcfiiag  Juzef,  lays  siege  to  Ge- 

zira  Xucar,  iii.  23  ;  obtains  posses- 
sion of  the  city,  24  ;  his  battles  with 
the  Christians,  25. 

Said  .\beii  Gania,  vizier,  atrocity 

of,  iii.   70;    maladministration  of, 

Ilegiag,    "Wali,    rebels    against 

Muhamad  III.,  iii.  203  ;  defeat  and 
flight  of,  204. 

Huzam,  vizier,  urges  king  Ilixem 


to  appear  in  the  Capital,  ii.  120 
Melic  Abdcl  "Wahid,  prince,  as- 
sumes the  sovereignty  on  the  death 
of  his  nephew,  Almostansir  Billah, 
iii.  82 ;  feuds  and  dissensions 
throughout  his  empire,  ib.  ;  deposi- 
tion of,  ib. ;  deprived  of  life  as  well 
as  of  liis  throne,  ib. 
-Nairn  ReJuau,  vizier,  his  death. 


iii.  250. 

Xaim,  son  of  Reduan,  appointed 

vizier  to  the  king,  iii.  250  ;  his  se- 
verity, 251  ;  cast  in  prison,  ib. 

Abul  Said,  nephew  of  king  Nazar,  re- 
bellion of,  iii.  210 ;  his  escape  from 
Granada,  ib. ;  ambitious  desires  of. 
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21  f) ;  assembles  a  large  aiTny,  217  ; 
successes  of,  ib. ;  besieges  the  kiug 
iu  Granada,  ib.  ;  becomes  kius;  of 
Granada,  iii.  223.  See  Ismail  Bea 
Ferag. 

Abul  Walid,Imaiun, lectures  of,  ii.386. 

^Valid,  a  distin£;uished  physician, 

iii.  15. 

■ Xetaf,  overcome   by  the   Cliris- 

tians,  iii.  141. 

AbyBeu  Zeriab,  an  accom])lished  musi- 
cian, taken  into  the  king's  palace,  i. 
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Acach,    a   Moorish    general, 
killed,  129. 

Achat  Albacar,  battle  at,  ii.  05,  C6. 

Adharwcra,  a  tortilied  place,  i.  302. 

Adnan,  an  Arab  tribe,  i.  30. 

Adra,  stratagem  for  reducing  the  rebels 
of,  iii.  389  ;  fall  of  that  fortress,  ib. 

Adultery,  punishment  of,  iii.  2C8. 

Adwa,  province  of,  i.  393. 

Afraiic  (France)  the  mountains  of,  i. 
80. 

Africa,  insurrections  in,  i.  128 ;  ex- 
cessive drought  in,  30G ;  famine 
and  pestilence  iu,  348  ;  dreadful 
Jiurricane  in,  407 ;  wars  of  the 
Almoravidcs  in,  ii.  205 ;  great 
mortality  in,  iii.  28-30. 

African  cavaliers,  killed  and  beheaded, 
i.  210. 

Aglab  Ben  Xoaibi,  the  renowned  poet, 
taken  into  the  king's  service,  i.  378. 

Aginat,  the  king  of  Seville  sent  prisoner 
to,  ii.  305  ;  retirement  of  El  jMehedi 
to,  355  ;  march  of  troops  against, 
358  ;  nobles  of,  killed,  362  ;  sur- 
renders to  Abdelmumen,  446. 

Agriculture,  state  of,  in  Spain,  i.  489. 

Ahmad  Moez  Dola,  proclaimed  king 
of  Almeria,  ii.  308  ;  flies  to  Africa, 
309. 
Alhassaa  Ben  Kcnuz,  proclaimed  sove- 
reign in  many  of  the  towns  of  Alnja- 
greb,  ii.  3;  defeats  the  Andalusians, 
ib. ;  treacherously  beheaded,  8  ; 
curious  incident  in  reference  to,  ib. ; 
duration  of  bis  government,  ib. ; 
extent  of  his  territories,  ib. 
Ahmed  Aben  Iza,  his  death,  iii.   132. 


Ahmed  Abu  Giaffir,  kiug  of  Saragossa, 
liis  successes  over  the  Christians,  ii. 
174. 

Abu  Giaffir  Ben  Eloski,  defeated 

near  JMurcia,  iii.  18  ;  letters  to,  20; 
lion  killed  by,  21  ;  offers  to  join 
the  Almohades,  ib. 

Bon  Abdelmelic,  appointed  Cadi 

of  the  Aljama  at  Cordova,  i.  477  ; 
learned  book  written  bv,  ib. ;  his 
death,  ii.  72. 

Ben  Alchiteb,  governor  of  Tad- 

mir,  ii.  4  ;  exonerated  from  paying 
tribute,  5,  6. 

Beu  Aly,  renowned  for  his  learn- 
ing, ii.  12  ;   his  death,  ii.  75. 

• Ben  Baequi,  his  death,  i.  417. 

• Ben    Becri,   made    governor   of 

Fez,  i.  413  ;  taken  prisoner,  414, 
452. 

Ben  Fcrag,  collection  of,  i.  319  ; 

dies  in  prison,  ib. 

• Ben     Gehaf,    Cadi,     surrenders 

Valencia  to  the  Aln  oravides,  ii.  311 ; 
his  treachery,  ib.,  317  ;  gives  pos- 
session of  the  city  to  the  Christians, 
318  ;  burnt  in  the  great  square,  319. 

■ Ben  llakem,   appointed  Cadi  of 

Toledo,  ii.  11. 

Ben  Hamud,  governor  of  Cebta, 

proposals  to,  ii.  82. 

Beu  Ha.xcm,    made  captain    of 

cavalry,  i.  332. 

Ben  Husein,  dissemination  of  his 

doctrines,  ii.  409  ;  storms  and  takes 
the  fortress  of  Calat  Murtala,  ib. ; 
other  conquests  achieved  bv,  ib., 
411,  440;  appointed  \Yali  *of  Al- 
garve  by  Abdelmumen,  440  ;  his  de- 
vastations in  Beja  and  Merida,  442  ; 
deposed  and  imprisoned,  443. 

15cn    IVloavia,    his  alliance  with 

Hassuii,  th';  rebel  chief,  i.  349  ;  his 


tiireat  to  tht;  king  of  the  Christians, 
ib.  ;  killed,  350. 

Ben   Muhamad  Abdrabihi,  the 

great  poet,  his  death,  i.  428  ;  col- 
lection of  his  works,  429  ;  anecdote 
of,  ib.;  dream  of, ib.;  studies  of,430. 

—  Ben  Muhamed  Ben  Wasim,  cru- 
cified, ii.  73. 
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Aliintd  Hon  Muhiimcil  Run  Ahmcil,  his 
death,  ii.  75. 

lU-n    MnhninnJ     El     Ilamdani, 

cJioscn  thtir  hnJcr  by  Ihc  jieoplc  of 
Klvirn,  ii.  'M^  ;  fortifies  various 
cities,  ib. 

Ikn  Snid.  wnli,  defeats  the  f'hris- 

tiins,  i.  lU ;  rctiini3  in  triumph 
to  (?nrtbva,  ib. ;  poetical  compo- 
sition by,  445. 

Hon     Said,    Hagib,   defeats  the 

Ki:yptiatis,  i.  447 ;  honours  conferred 
upon,  448. 

Hen  Said,  hospitality  of,  i.  480  ; 

assassinated,  487- 

Hen  Said,  visdcr,  ii.  140. 

Hen    Xarac,  mandate   entrusted 

to,  iii.  302. 

i;i  Goranir,  death  of,  i.  399. 


Aim  Herri  Ahmed,  the  historian,  ii.  6. 
Aixa,  a  maiden  of  Cordova,  poems  bv, 

i.  457. 
.\labas  Abeu  Omar,  governor  of  Zaliorc, 

ii.  194. 
Alabdaries,   bravery  of    the,  i.   157  : 

their  conquest  of  Saragossa,    159, 

1 G6  ;  termination  of  the  war  against 

the,  171. 
Alacaub,  sanguinary  battle  of,  between 

the  Christians  and  Moslemah,   iii. 

72  ;  defeat  and  flight  of  the  latter, 

74;  alluded  to,  iii.^104. 
Aladfuns  Ben   Saneho,   the  Christian 

Embalatur,  ii.  456,  459,  460,  469. 
Alafia  Ben  Ahmed,  thrown  into  the 

sea,  ii.  82. 
Alanfus  (Alphonso),  king,  war  against, 

i.  273,  288. 
Alaksa,  or  holy  house,  i.  223. 
.•Vlameri  Wadha,  chamberlain  to  King 

Hixem,  ii.  59  ;  advice  of,  63. 
Alameries,  dominions  of  the,  ii.  135. 
Alamoun,  caliph,  sends  a  message  to 

liis   wall,  i.   397  ;    satisfied  of  his 

loyalty,  398. 
AJarabes,    expedition   of   Abderabman 

against  the,  i.  369. 
Alarca,  victory  of,  iii.  41  ;  arrival  of 

the  king  and  array  before,  44  ;  taken 

by  storm,  53  ;  prisoners  taken  in,  ib. 
.iVlarcoD,  town  of,  i.  221. 


Al  Ascdi,  the  poet,  lines  by,  i.  3»3, 
Alathir,  the  liistoriau.  ii.  120. 
Albarkaiiis,kiiinofllicChristiaiis,ii.340. 
Albortat,   iiuuiiitains  of,   i.    93,    105, 

235,  250,  257,  273,  318. 
Albuhnssan  Hen   Olhmau,  speech   of, 
i.    5(H)  ;    his   discourse  reported  to 
the  llagib  Muhamad,  501  ;  arrested 
and  put  in  prison,  ib. 
Altabdat,  taken  by  the  Christians,  iii. 
19(j ;  retaken,  ib. ;  beautiful  situa- 
tion of,  ib. 
Alcadi  Yahye  Ben  Dylnoun,   king  of 
Toledo,     ii.    180;     revolt   against, 
192  ;    flics  to   Cuneca,  ib. ;  perfidy 
towards,  193. 
Aleala,  surrender  of,  to  the  Christiaus, 

iii.  141. 
Aleala  de  Abeu   Zaide,  battle   of,   iii, 

150  ;  conference  at,  161. 
Alcauit,   dreadful  scene  on  the  plain 

of,  i.  305  ;  city  of,  374. 
Alcantara,  the  grand  niaater  of,  slain 
in    battle,    iii.     297  ;    his     narrow 
escape,  325. 
Tensefa,     foundation    of,    com- 
menced, iii.  22. 
Alcasim,  Prince,  brother  of  King  Ab- 
dallah,  taken  prisoner,  i.  345  ;  cap- 
tive life  of,  349  ;   disloyalty  of,  351  ; 
taken  and  put  to  death,  352. 
Alcasim  Ben  Ilamud,  letters  to,  ii.  82, 
83  ;  proclaimed  kiug  of  Spain,  100  ; 
investigates     his    brother's    death, 
101  ;  convention  with  his  nephew, 
102;    abhorred  at  Cordova,    103; 
proceeds  to  that  city  to  oppose  his 
nephew,    104  ;  his  atrocities  there, 
105 ;  conspiracy  against,  ib. ;    be- 
sieged in  the  Alcazar,  ib.  ;  escapes 
to  Xeres,   106 ;    given    up    to    his 
nephew,  110;  imprisoned  for  life,  ib. 
Aleayem  Bismilla,  takes  possession  of 

Sicily,  i.  421 ;  bis  death,  434. 
Alcazar,  or  palace  of  the  king,  at 
Toledo,  i.  65  ;  magnificeiit  one  built, 
by  kiug  Abderabman,  418;  descrip- 
tion of  it,  ib. ;  its  gardens,  baths, 
&c.  419. 

Alfekah,  fortress  of,  taken  by  the 

christians,  iii.  79. 
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Alcazar  de  Abidenis,  besieged  by  tbe 

christians,  iii.  80  ;  captured,  aud  the 

garrison  put  to  death,  ib. 
Alcoranic  law,  instrnctiouin  the,  i.  50. 
Alchamizes,  orunionofliveparts,i.300. 
Aleiandria,   city  of,  captured   by  the 

Arabs,  i.  38  ;  taken    possession   of 

by  wanderers  in  Andalusia,  2G2. 
Alfadal  Aben  Omar,  prince,  wali   of 

Merida,  ii.  195. 
,  prince,    sent   to   the  relief  of 

Toledo,  i.  196  ;    returns  to  Merida, 

197. 
Alfadil  and  Alabas,    princes,   put   to 

death,  ii.  315. 
Alfaqui  Ismail  Abu  Aly,  preceptor  to 

the  king,  his  death,  i.  469. 
Alfombras,  or  carpets,  i.  255. 
Alfonso  the  Wise,  king  of  Spain,  i.  3. 
the  Sixth,  i.  8. 

the  Eleventh,   chronicles  com- 
piled in  his  time,  i.  10. 

Ben    Ferdeland,    king   of    the 

christians,  treaty  with,  ii.  192;  his 
magnificeut  presents  to  Aben  Omar, 
193;  his  return  to  Gallicia,  194; 
his  wars  against  Toledo,  195,  196  ; 
takes  the  capital,  197  ;  his  reception 
of  Aben  Omar,  199 ;  sends  auxili- 
aries to  Aben  Abed,  203  ;  ravages 
of,  204 ;  marches  to  Andalusia,  229  ; 
ravages  of,  230;  his  pride  and 
ambition,  287  ;  letter  of  the  king 
of  Algarve  to,  ib. ;  his  conquest  of 
Gallicia,  242 ;  his  threatening  letter 
to  the  king  of  Seville,  243  ;  indig- 
nant replies  of  that  sovereign  to 
him,  245,  247  ;  sends  an  ambas- 
sador and  treasurer  to  Seville,  248  ; 
besieges  Sai-agossa,  260,  261 ;  raises 
the  siege,  2(53 ;  council  called  by, 
ib. ;  augments  his  forces,  264 ; 
remarkable  vision  of,  265 ;  cou- 
sults  his  wise  men  relative  to  it, 
ib. ;  his  dream  interpreted,  266; 
sends  for  Muhaniad  Aben  Iza,  267  ; 
his  dream  expounded  to  signify  his 
downfall,  268;  marches  to  encounter 
Juzef  Ben  Taxfin,  269  ;  letter  said 
to  have  been  addressed  to,  ib. ;  his 
reply  to  it,  270  ;  crafty  letter  said 


to  have  been  written  by,  ib. ;  gives 
battle  to  the  Moslcniali,  272 ;  his 
personal  valour,  274  ;  fearful  attacks 
of,  ib.;  totally  defeated,  275;  flight 
of,  276  ;  said  to  have  been  wounded 
by  a  slave  of  King  Juzef,  ib. ;  his 
i-eturn  to  Toledo,  "277 ;  Hight  of, 
281  ;  fortifies  the  fortress  of  Alid, 
286  ;  his  march  thither,  295  ;  dis- 
mantles Alid,  ib. ;  besieged  by  Juzef, 
296 ;  secret  treaty  of  the  king  of 
Granada  with,  297  :  aids  the  king  of 
Seville,  303  ;  advice  of  his  wii'e  to, 
334  ;  his  son  slain  in  battle,  335  j 
his  own  death,  ib. ;  defeated  by 
the  Almohades,  iii.  5 ;  his  arro- 
gant letter  to  king  Juzef,  41 ; 
slaughter  of  his  troops  at  Alarcos, 
51 ;  annihilation  of  his  forces,  52  ; 
flight  of,  53 ;  besieged  in  Toledo, 
54;  his  devastations  in  the  JMosle- 
mah  territories,  62  ;  army  collected 
by,  68  ;  his  success  at  Santa  Maria, 
ib. ;  besieges  Cuh.trava,  ib. ;  reduces 
that  fortress,  69  ;  marches  to  Ala- 
caub  to  encounter  Mohamad  Ab- 
dallali,  71  ;  irresistible  charge  of  his 
troops,  72 ;  throws  liis  enemy's 
forces  into  confusion,  73  ;  utterly 
defeats  them,  74  ;  storms  and  takes 
Medina  Ubeda,  ib. ;  further  con- 
quests of,  ib. 

Alfonso,  king,  defeats  prince  Taxfin,  ii. 
393  ;  lays  siege  to  Cordova,  471  j 
sends  reinforcements  to  Almeria, 
478  ;  his  ravages  in  Anddusia, 
479 ;  killed,  484. 

Ben  Raymund,  obtains  possession 

of  Alyehud,  ii.  403 ;  lays  siege  to 
Medina  Fraga,  404 ;  defeated  by 
Aben  Gania,  ib. 

Algarve,  the  troops  of,  i.  279  ;  treaty 
of  Aben  Hud  with  the  king  of,  ii. 
204  ;  insurrection  in,  408. 

Algezira,  arrival  of  king  Juzef  at,  ii. 
262;  the  defences  of,  strengthened, 
ib. ;  reception  of  king  Aly  Ben 
Juzef  at,  333 ;  surrenders  to  Abu 
Amraun,  447;  siege  of,  iii.  181; 
christian  armiula  destroyed  at,  ib. ; 
siege  of,   raised,   208 ;  re-  taken  by 


42S 


iMjr.x. 


kiiit;  Miilinmad,  '2l'.\;  rapturoil  by 
llu' Al'ricnii  iiivndtrs,  L' H  ;   invested 
by   (lie  cliristiaiiH    258 ;    taken  by 
kiu;:  Miibainud,  )l\iO. 
Altcihrd,    or    holy    war,    j)r<)claiincd 
througbout  Spain,  i.  2.'M,  14:5, 150, 
403  ;  ii.  2:51,  H'M.  ;)37,  4V'S ;  lii. 
-  "J.  13,  25,  62,  C7.  387. 
Albat),  city  of,  i.  107. 
Alliaitani,    Aincer,    his    crnclty    and 
avnrirr,  i.   103  ;  deposed   and  dis- 
fnncrd,   lUl ;    injustice  committed 
by.  105. 
Alhuliem   Ben  Adberabmnn,  father  of 
Sideiman,  i.  80  ;  lel't   in  charge  of 
Cordova,  87  ;  beheaded,  92. 
prince,  son  of  kins;  Iii.\cm,   de- 
feats his    uncle   on    the    plains    of 
Lorca,  i.   232  ;  oath  of  allegiance 
to,    210 ;    j)rocIainu'd    kincr,    242 ; 
his  person  and  accomplishments,  ib.; 
proceeds  a;.;ainst   his   rebel  uncles, 
213  ;  council  of  war  held  by,  244  ; 
troubled  state  of  his  kingdom,  ib. ; 
his  successes  at  Narbonne,  215  ;  and 
in  the  territory  of  Toledo,  ib. ;  san- 
guinary  conflict   with   his    troops, 
24G ;    his   emotion    on    secini:   the 
corpse  of  his  uncle,  Suleiman,  247  ; 
birth  of  his  son,  248  ;  departs  with 
his  army  to  the  east  of  Spain,  ib. ; 
sends  envoys  to  Edris,  with  whom 
he   enters   into   an    alliance,    250 ; 
command    given    by,    to    his    son, 
Abderahman,    251 ;    displaces    his 
cousin,   Esfah,   as    wali  of  ^lerida, 
253;  reconciliation  with  him,  ib. ; 
receives  letters  of  the  utmost   mo- 
ment from  his  cousin,  Casira,  254  ; 
causes   three  hundred    conspirators 
to  be  beheaded,  255  ;  conquers  the 
christians   in   Lusitania,  257  ;  dis- 
content   among  his  people,   2G0 ; 
executions  ordered   by,  261  ;  per- 
sonally puts  down  an  insurrection 
in  Cordova,  ib. ;  barbarities  of,  262 ; 
solemn  command  of,  264 ;  his  me- 
lancholy and  depression,  265;  anec- 
dote of,  ib. ;  his  strange  proceedings, 
266 ;  verses  bv,  ib. ;    his  remorse 
and  death,  267! 


Alhnkem,i)rince,lii9loveof  literature,  i. 
13, S  ;  decliired  ills  successor  by  kini' 
Abderaliniaii,    136;    conspiracy    of 
his  brother,  Abdallah,  437  ;  vainly 
intercedes  on  behalf  of  his  brother, 
440  ;  his  welcome  to  Abu  Alayxi, 
450  ;   proclaimed    king,   457  ;  oath 
of  allegiance  to,  453  ;  a  prosperous 
reign  ])redicted  for,  ib. ;  commands 
his  name  and  titles  to  be  inscribed 
on  the  coinage,  459  ;  his  learning 
and  thirst  for  kuowledgc,ih.;  employs 
agents  to  purchase  valuable  books, 
460 ;    copyists  employed   by,    ib.  ; 
catalogues  of  his  library,  ib.;  the 
protector  of  letters  and  the  learned, 
46i;    the   history   of    Spain    and 
Africa  WTitten  for  him,  402  ;  his  in- 
cursions on  the  frontiers  of  Gallicia, 
ib. ;  arrives  at  Toledo,  403 ;  rules 
laid  down   by,   in   j)ro3eouting  the 
sacred  war,  ib. ;  his  kindness  to  the 
youth  Abdallah,  405  ;    takes  Sau- 
tistiban  by  assault,  ib. ;  returns  in 
triumph  to   Cordova,  406  ;  enters 
into  a  treaty  of  peace  with  the  king 
of  Gallicia,   ib. ;    confers   with  the 
Aliines  and  Alfaquies  oa  the  custom 
of  wine-drinking,  468  ;  gives  orders 
that  all  the  vine-grounds  should  be 
rooted  up,  ib. ;  legacy  of  books  re- 
ceived   by,    ib.  ;     his   remarks   on 
parting   with    the    general    Galib, 
472;  his  generosity  to  Alhasan  Ben 
Kenuz,  475;    permits   Alhasan    to 
return  to  Africa,  476  ;  mass  of  Am- 
ber presented  to  him,  ib. ;  receives 
a  tlireatening  letter  from  the  Egyp- 
tian Soldan,  ib. ;  visits  Halewa,  the 
beautiful  slave,  480  ;  finds  learned 
masters  for  his  sou,  prince  llixem, 
487 ;    his   paternal    advice,    488 ; 
state  of  his  dominions,  489  ;  works 
of,  491 ;  poems  by,  492  ;  his  death 
and  funeral,  493. 
Alhama,  siege  of,  i.  382  ;  taken  by  the 
king's  troops,  ib. ;  surprised  by  the 
Christians,  iii.  345  ;  desperate  de- 
fence of,  ib. ;  takeu,  346  ;  besieged 
by  king  Abul  Hassan,  ib. 
Alhandic,  sanguinary  battle  of,  i.  427. 
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Alliarmaii,   aucient  temple  of.  i.  33, 

is;?. 

Alhasaii,   the  Andalusian  poet,   mur- 
dered, i.  471. 

Beu  Edris,  i.  413-414. 

Ben  Kenuz,  disobedience  of,   i. 

470;  perfidy  of, 471  ;  abandons  the 

city  of  Biserta,  472  ;  snrrender  of, 

473  ;    arrives    at    Cordova,    475  ; 

prostrates  himself  before  the  king, 

ib. ;  generous  conduct  towards,  ib.  ; 

requests   permission   to    return    to 

Africa,  476  ;  proceeds  to  Egypt,  ib. 

Alhasan  Ben  Sargibil,  his  death,  i.  354. 

Alhasan  Ben  Aly,  prince,  iugratiatts 

himself  with  Abdelmumeu,  ii.  4S6  ; 

married    to    a    daughter    of    that 

monarch,  ib, 

Alhassan  Aben  Bucar,  encounters  the 

Christians,  iii.  193. 
Alhassan,  Said,  stag  and  verses  pre- 
sented by,  to  Muhamad,  ii.  27. 
Alhaur,  Emir,  ravages  of,  i.  93  ;  his 
oppressions,  ib. ;  captures  Narbonue, 
94  ;  deposed,  95. 
Alhaus  Yahis,  of  Malaga,  the  renowned 

artificer,  ii.  466. 
Alhebab,  secretary  of  the  Amer  Ben 
Amru,  i.  157;  put  in  chains,  171  ; 
his  dreadful  death,  172. 
All,  cousin  of  ilahomet,  humane  pre- 
cepts of,  i.  373. 
Alid,   a  fortress  of  great  strength,  ii. 
286,  292;    besieged  by  the  Mos- 
lemah,  293  ;  march  of  king  Alfonso 
on,  294. 
Alisbona  (Lisbon),  vagabonds  infesting 
the  Comarcas  of,  i.  285  ;  their  entry 
into  Merida,  ib.  ;  rebellion  of  the 
"Wall  of,  335  ;  he  is  taken  and  be- 
headed, 338. 
Aljama  of  Cordova,  i.  235  ;  described, 
236;    literary  dispute  between  the 
learned  men  of,  and  Abu  Abderah- 
man,  294  ;  embellishnieuts  to,  448; 
inscription  on  one  of  the  fountains, 
ib.  ;    compared  to   the   Aljama   at 
Jerusalem,  449. 

at  Damascus,  erected,  i.  49. 

Aljamas  and  Mosques,  construction  of, 
i.  221. 


Alkinza,  wife  of  Esfali,  her  successful 
mediatiou,  i.  253. 

Almagreb,  conquests  of  ^luza  in,  i.  47; 
his  son  Abdelaziz,  4S ;  on  the 
aft'airs  of,  and  the  condition  of  the 
Beni  Edris  in  Fez,  388  ;  civil  dis- 
cords in,  ib. ;  adventures  of  Edris 
in,  390  ;  of  the  wars  in,  411,  470  ; 
the  entire  land  restored  to  obedi- 
ence, 474 ;  entry  of  Alhassan  Beu 
Kenuz  into,  ii.  3  :  submission  of,  to 
Juzef  Beu  Taxfiii,  218, 

Alinahedi  Ben  Juzef,  slain,  ii.  224. 

Almahedi,  caliph,  defeats  Muhamad, 
i.  389. 

Alraamun,  Caliph,  i.  262. 

Alraan  Ben  Zeiri,  coullrnicd  in  his 
government  as  Ameer  of  ]Magreb,  ii. 
46  ;  promises  to  send  an  annual 
present  to  Cordova,  ib. 

Almanzor,  his  loyalty  to  king  Hixem, 
i.  14. 

• Ben  Zeiri,  makes  himself  master 

of  the  towns  in  Liviraand  Granada, 
ii.  123  ;  proceeds  to  Africa,  ib. 
Caliph,  his  death,  i.  389;  alluded 


to,  395. 

Almanzor,  wali,  his  surreiider  of  Ma- 
laga, ii.  431. 

Almayar,  son  of  Cid  Yaliye,  stratagem 
of, 'iii.  389. 

Almeiz,  city  of,  rebellion  in,  iii.  39. 

Almeria,  the  baths  of,  i.  323,  324; 
siege  of,  ii.  307,460,478;  surrender 
of,  309,  460,  483  ;  siege  of,  raised, 
iii.  210,  222. 

Almoatesim,  caliph  of  the  East,  i.  289. 

Almoctadir,  king  of  Saragossa,  perfi- 
dious counsels  to,  ii.  183  ;  returns 
to  his  territories,  ib. 

Almohadcs,  their  war  with  the  Almo- 
ravides,  ii.  358  ;  defeated  by  Faleki, 
364  ;  their  successes  over  the  Almo- 
ravides,  365,  382,  420  ;  three  hun- 
dred decapitated,  366  ;  routed,  36", 
422;  proclaim  Abdelmumeu  Caliph, 
on  the  death  of  El  Mehedi,  392 ; 
their  continued  wars  with  the  Almo- 
ravides,  402  ;  their  victory  over 
king  Taxfiu,  424;  besiege  and 
capture  Teleucen,    444 ;      Medina 
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Vet,  4.10  ;  niul  oilier  cilips,  il>.  ;  pass 
the  ^(•a  mill  cuter  Spain,  41"  ;  the 
inhabitants  of  L'ehta  ruhul  ngninst, 
4(1?  ;  their  v"onque«t  of  Cordovn, 
4riU  ;  nnd  McJiuu  Jaen,  470  ;  take 
lx.'iln  by  btorin,  4Sl;  their  con- 
qtu'tl*  in  Spain,  183  ;  capture 
Ciranmla,  ib. :  ikfiat  the  Christmns, 
iii.  y  ,  tlicir  further  euin|)aii:ns,  2b. 
•Minojarifc*,  or  rcceiYcrs  of  ihc  public 
revenues,  ii.  Ill  ;  their  tiactions, 
112. 
Aliiiondar  Brn  Yabyc,  kins  o     Sara- 

gussa,  assassinated,  ii.  140. 
.Mniondar  Ben  II ud,  lord  of  Saragossa, 

ii.  137. 
Almondbar,  city  of,  taken,  iii.  203. 
Alir.ondhir,  prince,  commands  thetroops 
before  Toledo,  i.  297  ;  inspects  the 
fortresses,  ib. ;  routs  the  rebels,  298 ; 
his  victory  over  the  Christians,  300  ; 
charged  with  the  defence  of  the  fron- 
tiers of  Gallicia,  304-305 ;    letters 
sent  to,  306  ;  proceeds  to  Ilotaly- 
chud  in   quest  of  the   treacherous 
Omar,  307  ;  bis  slaughter  of  the  re- 
bels, ib  ;  storms  and  takes  Rotaly- 
chud.ib.;  submission  of  various  towns 
to,  308  ;  returns  in  triumph  to  Cor- 
dova, ib. ;  his  entry  into  Saragossa, 
311 ;   surrender  of  that  city  to,  ib. ; 
makes  another   inoursion   into   the 
territories  of  Gallicia,  314  ;  returns 
to   Lusitania,  315 ;    lays   siege   to 
Zamora,  316;    his  retreat   on  the 
approach  of  the  king  of  Gallicia,  ib. ; 
vainly  endeavours  to  quiet  the  peo- 
ple on  the  occasion  of  a  fearful  earth- 
quake, 317  ;  enters  into  a  truce  with 
the  king  of  the  Christians,  ib. ;  pro- 
claimed successor  to  JIuhamad,  320; 
proceeds  against  the  rebels  on  the 
Ebro,  321 ;  his  troops  defeated,  322  ; 
proclaimed  king,  324  ;  his  resent- 
ment against  the  Wali,  Haxem  Ben 
Abdelaziz,325;caution  given  by,326; 
summons  the  wali  Haxem,  to  appear 
before  him,  328  ;  causes  him  to  be 
beheaded,  329  ;  his  successes  in  To- 
ledo,  330  ;  killed  in  battle,  331 ; 
regret  for  the  loss  of,  ib.-332 ;  his 


simple  nabits,  ib. ;  lionours  paid  to, 
ib. 
Almoravides,  reported  exploits  of  the, 
ii.  173  ;  their  wars  in  Africa,  205  ; 
their  origin,  ib. ;  campaigns  of  the, 
285 ;  their  successes  in  Gallicia, 
287;  their  conquests  over  the 
Moslcmah  of  Spain,  300,  307 ; 
tlicir  war  with  the  Almohades,  358  ; 
defeated,  359,  301,  365  ;  arrogant 
letter  of  El  Mehedi  to,  360  ;  over- 
thrown by  the  Christians,  393  ;  con- 
quests of  the,  ii.  339 ;  defeat  the 
Almohades,  307  ;  routed,  382  ;  in- 
surrection against  tlic,  at  Cordova, 
ii.  340  ;  their  continued  wars  with 
the  Almohades,  ii.  402  ;  defeat  the 
Christians,  404 ;  reverses  of  the, 
405  ;  their  signal  victory  over  the 
Almohades,  422  ;  defeated  by  Ab- 
delmumen,  424 ;  council  held  by, 
430 ;  their  war  with  the  Almohades, 
iii.  7- 
Almoxarifs,   or  collectors  of  dues,  ii. 

129. 
Almostansir  Billah,  son  of  Muhamad 
Abdallah,    personal    appearance    of 
iii.  77  ;  his  viziers  and  secretaries, 
ib. ;  festivities  on  his  proclamation, 
ib. ;  his  pleasures  and  amusements, 
81  ;  his  early  death,  ib.  ;  leaves  no 
successor  to  the  throne,  ib. 
Alms,  collection  of,  iii.  263. 
Almudafar  Abdallah,  king  of  Granada, 

ii.  292. 
Almunccab,  fortress  of,  i.  173,  201  ; 
assemblage  of  troops  in,  ii.  87,  88  ; 
exile  of  king  Muhamad  to,  iii.  210. 
Almunia,  wcdding-fustival  iu  the  gar- 
dens of  the,  ii.  12. 
Almustain  Billah,  king  of  Saragossa, 
attacked  by  Aben  Radmir,  ii.  287  ; 
is  defeated  and  retires  to  Huesca, 
288 ;    returns  to   Saragossa,   289, 
336. 
AJmutafar  Almanzor,  king  of  Algarve, 
his   death,    ii.   173;    succeeded  by 
his  son,  i'ahye,  ib. 
Almutaraf,  Prince,  son  of  king  Muha- 
mad,   slays    Abdelmelic,   i,    346 ; 
assassinated,  ib. 
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Alrautasim  Ben  Samida,  king  of  Al- 
nierin,  ii.  292. 

Alora,  city  of,  besieged  and  taken  by 
the  Christians,  iii.  364. 

Alphonso  the  third,  king  of  Gallicia, 
treaty  with,  i.  351. 

■ Ben  Gayrais,  king    of  Arragon, 

death  of,  iii.  201. 

Prince,    son  of  Ferdeland,    iii. 

130  ;  messengers   sent  from  j\lur- 
cia  to,  131  ;    he  accedes   to    their 
conditions,   ib. ;    inspects  the  pro- 
vince,  ib. ;    takes   the   fortress    of 
Mula,    132  ;     ravages    Carthagena 
and  Lorca,  133 ;  letters  of  condolence 
written  to,  on  the  death  of  his  father, 
149  ;  requests  the  king  of  Granada 
to  supjily  him  with  a  body  of  cavalry, 
ib. ;  Xercs  capitulates  to,  150  ;  his 
conquest  of  other  towns,  ib.,  159  ; 
troops    sent   to,    by    the    king   of 
Granada,   151 ;    Niebla  capitulates 
to,  153;    revolt  of   the  Moslemah 
against   his  rale,   155 ;    dispatches 
messengers  to  Muhamad  AJahmar, 
requiring  his  assistance  in  the  war  of 
Murcia,  156  ;  dissatisfied  with  his 
reply,  ib. ;  defeated  by  the  king  of 
Granada,  156  ;  promises  his  aid  to 
the  rebel  Xeques,   158,  170  ;  cap- 
tures  Xeres,   ib. ;     his   convention 
with  Aben   Alahmar,  161  ;  his  in- 
terview with    Muhamad   II.  171  ; 
his  treaty  of  peace  with  the  king  of 
Granada,    172 ;    his   conflict   with 
the  Moslemah,  178  ;  his  treaty  with 
the  king  of  jNIorocco,  179  ;  besieges 
Algezira  Alhadra  by  land  and  sea, 
181 ;    his  treaty  with  the  king  of 
Tunis,  182  ;  resigns  the  command 
of  the  ai'my  in  consequence    of   a 
malady  of  the  eyes,  ib. ;   besieges 
his  son  in  Cordova,  184  ;  defeated 
by  the  king  of  Granada,  ib.  ;  success 
of  his  troops,  185  ;  his  distrust  of 
Abu  Juzef,   186  ;    his  death,  187  ; 
character  of,  ib. ;  succeeded  by  his 
son,  Prince  Sancho,  187- 

king,  surrender  of  Calayaseb»to, 

iii.  257  ,  besieges  Algezira  Alhadra, 
2DS  ;  truce  with,  260  ;  dies  of  the 


plague,  271;  his  personal  appearance, 

ib. 
Alsaraa,  wonderful  exploits  of,  i.  95  ; 

killed,  96. 
Aludau  El  Gamri,  the  rebel,  iii.  58. 
Alwacires,  or  ministers,  ii.  129. 
Alv   Atar,    the    Moslemah    general, 

idUed,  iii.  254. 
Atar,  Alcayde  of  Losa,  bravery 

of,  iii.  347,  350  ;    slain  in  battle, 

335. 
Ben  Abderahman  Ben  Hudeil, 

of  Granada,  i.  84. 
Ben  Aly  Ben  Nazii-,   proclaimed 

king  of  Granada,  iii.   288  ;  defeat 

and  flight  of,  289. 

prince,    humiliating     proposal 


made  to,  iii.  304. 

—  Ben  Casim,  naval  victory  of,  iii. 
25. 

—  Ben  llamud,  proposals  to,  ii. 
82  ;  co-operates  with  Hairun,  83  ; 
army  of,  88 ;  beheads  Suleiman, 
his  father,  and  bi  other,  92;  pro- 
claimed king  at  Cordova,  93  ;  re- 
bellion against,  ib.  ;  defeats  his 
assailants,  96,  97  ;  proceedings  of, 
98  ;  beheads  Hairan,  99  ;  has 
many  enemies,  ib. ;  his  melancholy 
fate,  100 ;  investigation  into  the 
cause  of  his  death,  101;  his  son, 
Yahye.asserts  his  right  to  the  throne, 
ib.;  his  body  embalmed  and  interred 
at  Cebta  with  great  pomp,  103. 

Ben   Ishac,   storms    and    takes 

Begaya,  iii.  37  ;  rebellion  of,  38. 
Ben  Juzef,  proclaimed  king  of 


Morocco,  ii.  328  ;  extent  of  his  do- 
minions, ib. ;  character  of,  329  ; 
his  sons  and  viziers,  ib. ;  oath  of 
allegiance  to,  330  ;  rebellion  of  his 
nephew,  prince Yahye,  331 ;  marches 
against  him,  ib.  ;  sends  messages 
and  letters  to  him,  ib. ;  pardons 
him,  332 ;  visits  his  Spanish  do- 
minions, 333  ;  makes  war  with  the 
Christians,  ib. ;  his  victory  over 
them,  335 ;  disaster  to  his  troops, 
336  ;  his  grief  at  the  death  of  Aben 
Alhaug,  337 ;  appoints  in  his  place 
the  general,  Abu  Bekir,  ib. ;  again 
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pTOctfili  lo  Sptiin  witli  nn  iininrns"' 
army,  ib.  ;    bis  Jrvastiitimi!*  in  'l" 
litio',  38S;    takes   Mcilina   '''albira, 
ib.  ;    send*    his   ships   npniiisl    the 
t»lnnds  on  the  rnst  of  Spniii,  3H  ; 
tlirci-ts  his  brother,  Tcniiin,  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  nortli  of  Spain  lo  succour 
the   Mosleinnh.   313-3 1'> ;    victory 
over  his  troops,  ib.  ;   deterniinrs  to 
inarch  in  person  to  the  Sncreil  War, 
ib.  ;    his   divastnlioiis    in  Algarvc, 
340;  n-turns  to  Africa,  ib.  ;  again 
proctcds  to   Spain  t<>  put  down   au 
insurrection  at  Cordova,  347  ;  re- 
called to  Africa,  in  consequence  of 
the  rebelliou  of  El   Mchedi,   34'J  ; 
caution    to,    351  ;    commands    his 
Alinies  to  question  Kl  Mclicdi,  ib. ; 
is  advised  to  cast  him  into  prison, 
352  ;    amazed  at  tlie  reply   of  EI 
Mehcdi,    353  ;    sends    a    warning 
messenger  to  him,  354  ;  commands 
that  his  head  be  cut  off,  ib.  ;  sends 
a  body  of  Alnioravides  against  El 
ilehedi,    358  ;     panic    among    his 
troops,  35^( ;    dejection  and  anxiety 
of,  360  ;  pardons  the  robber,  Taleke, 
363  ;    resolves  to  give  the  enemy 
battle,  3(16 ;  welcomes  to  Morocco 
Abul  Belit  Ben  Kusd,  368  ;  takes 
counsel  with   his  viziers,  ib.  ;  com- 
mands the  banishment  of  Christians 
to  Africa,  36y  ;  letter  of  tlie  king 
of  Saragosaa  to,  377  ;    commands 
his  general  not  to  jirocced  against 
Saragossa,  379  ;  fortifies  Morocco, 
ib. ;  death  of  his  brother,  Temim, 
ib.  ;  sends  his  son,  Taifin,  to  To- 
ledo,  ib.  ;    books   condemned    by, 
386 ;    continual    defeats   sustained 
by,  405  ;  valour  ot  his  son,  prince 
Taifin,  ib. ;  summons  him  to  Africa, 
ib.-40G  ;  his  grief  at  the  defeats  of 
his  son,  421  ;  dies  at  Morocco,  ib. ; 
his  son  proclaimed  his  successor, 422. 
Aly  Ben  Juzef,  brother  of  Aben  Hud, 
proclaimed  king  of  Murcia,  iii.  126; 
rebellion  against   him,   ib. ;    taken 
prisoner  and  beheaded,  ib. 
— —  Ben  Mogueith,  ^Vali  of  Cairvan, 
his  arrival  in  Spain,  i.  195 ;  devices 


of,  196;  slain  in  hallle,  197;  his 
head,  with  an  inscription,  ex;iospd 
in  the  inarkct-pl:ii'eof  t^iirvan,  197. 

Aly  l)ordu.\,  u  wealthy  citizen  of 
Malaga,  goes  to  tin;  christian  camp, 
iii.  37't ;  I>''''li<'.v  "•'.  -^^^  ;  appoinicJ 
wnli,  ib. 

prince,    declared     successor    to 

prince  .luzcf,  i.  32.S  ;  oath  of  alle- 
giance to,  ib. ;  document  relative  to 
his  successor,  ib. ;  solemn  exhorta- 
tion to,  325  ;  his  father's  commands 
to,  327  ;  proclaimed  king  at  Mo- 
rocco,328  ;  his  vast  territories,  329  ; 
his  family,  ib.  ;  his  ministers,  ib. ; 
his  conduct  of  the  afl'airs  of  govern- 
ment, ib. ;  his  generous  and  noble 
nature,  330;  rebellion  of  his  nephew, 
331. 

king,    son    of  Juzef,    his    vast 

treasures,  ii.  465. 

prince,  of  the  .\lmoravides,  poi- 
soned, ii.  483. 

Alzaca,  the  Strait  of,  i.  120. 

Aniad  Dohh  Aben  llud,  hesitation  of, 
ii.  342  ;  his  perlidious  alliance  with 
the  christians,  ib.  343  ;  required  by 
the  king  of  the  christians  to  sur- 
render Saragossa,  344 ;  retires  to 
the  fortress  of  Rotalychud,  ib. 

Amber,  mass  of,  presented  to  the  king, 
i.  476. 

Ambisa,  Ameer,  proceedings  of,  i.  99. 

Ben  Sohem,  orders  of,   i.   96 ; 

suppresses  a  rebellion  at  Tarragona, 
99  ;  his  incursions  into  France,  ib.; 
his  death,  101. 

Ameers  of  Spain,  election  and  depo- 
sition of,  i.  101 ;  list  of,  160  ;  their 
ofTices  defined,  212. 

Amer  Ben  Feth,  alcaide  of  Malaga, 
ii.  83. 

Ben  Abi  Giafar,  the  illustrious 

poet,  his  death,  i.  238. 

Ben  Muhamad,   mude    Cadi,   i. 


393. 

Amina,  mother  of  Mahomet,  i.  33. 
Amira  Ben  Abderahmau,  demise  of,  i. 

295. 
Amrara  Ben  Othman,    his  death,    i. 

387. 
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Amru  Ben  Alas,  Alexandria  surrenders 
to,  i.  38  ;  his  death,  ib. 

Amrh,  the  king's  general,  i.  246 ; 
proeceds  with  Alhakera  to  the  east 
of  Spain,  248  ;  jippointed  wali  of 
Toledo  at  his  own  request,  249  ; 
liis  invitation  to  the  young  prince 
Abderahman,  251 ;  his  vengeance 
on  the  Toledans,  252. 

.•^nlv'llenin,  Ameer,  his  decapitation  of 
the  christians,  ii.  277. 

Anbaro,  the  Sclavonian,  ii.  70. 

Andalusia,  incursions  of  the  Arabs 
into,  i.  54 ;  conquests  of  Taric  in, 
61 ;  the  walies  of,   141s  cities  of, 


144 


ravages  of  king  Alfonso   in, 


-  ji.  230  ;  incursions  of  the  Moslemah 
into,  287 ;  fate  of  the  kings  of, 
316  ;  christians  of,  banished  to 
Africa,  369  ;  expedition  of  Abdel- 
mumen  to,  447;  the  christians 
extend  their  rule  in,  iii.  132. 

Andalusians,  expatriated,  lake  refuge 
in  Alexandria,  i.  262  ;  they  proceed 
to  Crete,  263  ;  their  flight  at  the 
battle  of  Alaeaub,  iii.  72. 

Anfus,  king  (Alphonso),  i.  254. 

Antekaria,  sanguinary  battle  near,  iii. 
169. 

Antequera,  siege  of,  iii.  304  ;  capitu- 
lates, 305. 

Aquitaine,  duke  of,  his  daughter  taken 
ca])tive,  i.  105,108;  intelligence  sent 
to,  106. 

Arab  army,  described,  i.  78. 

Arabia,  dreadful  drought  and  pestilence 
in,  i.  315. 

Arabias,  the  two,  i.  30. 

Arabs,  tlieir  dominion  in  Spain,  i.  2  ; 
difficulties  of  writing  their  history, 
ib. ;  their  progress  in  learning 
and  knowledge,  3  ;  their  extraor- 
dinary conquests,  6  ;  character  of 
the,  ib.  ;  numerous  writers  among 
the,  11;  poetry  of  the,  20  ;  their 
computation  of  tirne,  21 ;  works  of 
the,  consulted,  23 ;  manners  and 
customs  of  the  ai  cient  tribes,  30; 
the  two  races  of,  ilj.  ;  their  diil'erent 
modes  of  worship,  31  ;  their  study 
of  astrology,  32  ;  excefl  in  horse- 
YOL.  III. 


manship,  ib. ;  feuds  among  the,  ib.; 
military  expeditions  of,  35;  sig- 
nal victories  of  the,  37  ;  capture 
Damascus  and  Alexandria,  38  ; 
their  incursions  into  Africa,  and 
conquest  of  Cyreuaica  and  Gelula, 
39  ;  their  subjugation  of  Barbary, 
and  foundation  of  Cairvan,  40  ;  their 
conquests  in  Alraagreb,  or  iMauri- 
tauia,  which  led  to  their  empire 
throughout  Spain,  47,  49  ;  civil 
war  between  their  generals  in  Spain, 
154. 

Argona,  surrenders  to  the  christians, 
m.  132. 

Argosy,  Egyptian,  captured,  i.  446. 

Armeugudi,  count,  general  of  the 
christians,  ii.  69. 

Army  on  a  march,  regulations  for, 
i.  78. 

Anibato  El  Cutemi,  put  to  death,  i. 
409, 

Asama,  governor  of  Esypt,  cruelties 
of,  i.  86;  hisdeatb,  92. 

Afcnleha,  general,  takes  Fez,  ii.  11, 14. 

Ased  Ben  Abderahman,  wall  of  Elvira, 
i.  201 ;  his  death,  203. 

Ben  El  Forat,  saying  of,  i.  395  ; 

his  death,  397. 

Aselah,  caliph,  head  of  Meruan  sent 
to,  i.  149. 

Asisbila  Ben  Anasir,  king  of  Bugia, 
his  submission  to  Abdelmumen,  ii. 
474  ;  honours  paid  to,  ib. ;  fond  of 
the  chase,  475;  presents  a  lion  to 
the  sovereign,  ib. 

Aslaiu  Ben  Abdelaziz,  his  death,  i.  415. 

Asoma,  wali,  infidelity  of,  i.  378  ; 
defeats  the  king's  troops,  380 ; 
captures  the  city  of  Jaeu,  381  ; 
taken  and  beheaded,  382. 

Astorica,  the  christians  withdraw  from, 
I.  509  ;  surrenders  to  jMuhamad, 
510. 

AstrolostT,  predicts  the  death  of  king 
Hixem,  i.  239. 

Atambore,  the  eastern  drum,  ii.  265  ; 
described,  487. 

Athara,  sultana,  mother  of  king  Ab- 
dallah,  i.  332  ;  dcatli  of,  3(>J  ; 
splendid  tomb  to  her  inemury,  ib. 
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Altarvryn,  or  the  day  of  Mina,  i.  90. 

Aiiiian,  city  of,  dcitroved,  i.  42. 

AulHd-.\rabi,  ur  sons  of  tlic  Arabs,  i. 
47. 

Anrir,  jirinc-c,  (owuh  be.-^if^icJ  by,  iii. 
150  ;  dillVrs  with  liis  brotlicr, 
kJD);  Alphouso,  ITil;  ndviscd  to 
proceed  to  .Vfrica,  ib. ;  bis  return 
from  .\frica,  170;  his  suspicion  uf 
the  kiufT  of  Tinii.--,  ih. ;  proposition 
of  the  kin;;  of  Graniuia  to,  l'J8. 

Auriola,  city  of,  i.  75  ;  strataj^eni  of 
Thcodoniir  al,  ib. 

Axara,  mcauinir  of  the  word,  i.  485. 

Ayadh  IMuza,  cadi,  rebellion  excited 
by,  ii.  467  ;  passes  into  Spain  to 
procure  succours,  4(j8  ;  defeated,  ib. 

Ayaraoute,  fortress,  captured  by  king 
Muhaniad,  iii.  2U'J  ;  re-taken  by  the 
christians,  301. 

Aval  Ben  Xcrahii,  wali  of  the  Spauisli 
'fleet,  i.  92. 

Avbar,  defeat  of  the  christians  at,  i. 
'319. 

Ayela,  her  marriage,  i.  83 ;  report 
respecting,  88. 

Ayoub  Ben  Amer,  cast  in  prison,  ii. 
29 ;  a  renowned  general,  143  ;  de- 
feats the  allies,  ib. 

Ayub,  fortress  built  by,  i.  90. 

Ayub  Ben  Sarhabil,  deposed,  i.  94. 

general,  elected  governor  of  the 

interior  of  Spain,  i.   89  ;    Lis  tour 
through  the  country,  ib.  j 

son  of  Suleiman,  his  death,  i.  90.    | 

Ayuntamiento,  or  assembly,  i.  141. 

Azahra,  flight  of  Muhamad  to,  ii.  113. 

-Vzala,  or  public  praver,  ii. 68,254, 350, 
449,  476,487,  488  ;  iii.  2,  31,  32, 
43,  CI. 

of  terr(5r,  made  in  the  mosques 

at  Granada,  ii.  373. 

Azaque,  revenues  of  the,  i.  278. 

A^eddia,  town  of,  taken,  iii.  300. 

Aziz  Ben  Abdelnielic,  killed,  iii   135. 

Ben  -Vly,  vizier,  his  learning  and 

accomplishments,  iii.  180. 

Azohbi,  prayer  of,  iii.  231. 


B. 


Budin7,a,  attack  on  the  fortress  of,  ii. 

;}7i. 

Biidis  Hen  llabis,  king  of  Granada,  ii. 
175. 

Bacna,  besieged  by  king  Muhamad,  iii. 
242. 

Bae/a,  the  wali  of,  iii.  83. 

Bahlul  Ben  Maklue,rcbcllion  of,  i.  234; 
force  sent  against,  248  ;  taken  and 
beheaded,  250. 

Bahlul,  the  Moslemah  general,  defeat- 
t«],  i.  243. 

Baleg  Ben  Baxir,  an  Arab  general,  i. 
119;  civil  war  in  Spain  between, 
and  Aben  Cotan,  121  ;  cruelty  of, 
123  ;  killed,  125  ;  alluded  to,  13;J. 

Balkam  Ben  Teiri,  his  irruptions  in 
Alniagreb,  ii.  11. 

Balkim  Ben  Zeiri,  general,  ii.  3. 

Balkiu  Ben  Zcir,  his  successes  in  AI- 
magreb,  i.  470  ;  expedition  against, 
471 ;  ti-eaty  of  alliance  with,  496; 
head  of  Giaffar  sent  to,  499. 

Baqui  Ben  Machlad,  advice  of,  i.  334  ; 
his  virtuous  life,  354 ;  consoles  a 
poor  mother  in  rcs^iect  to  her  cap- 
tive son,  ib. ;  miraculous  event  re- 
corded in  reference  to  this  matter, 
355. 

Barbary,  conquest  of,  i.  40  ;  character 
of  the  men  of,  85  ;  rebellion  in,  113  ; 
quelled,  IIG  ;  dreadful  conflict  in,  re- 
sulting in  the  utter  defeat  of  the 
Arabs,  120  ;  victories  of  llantala 
Ben  Sefuan  in,  terminating  in  the 
subjugation  of  the  rebels,  129. 

Barca,  province  of,  i.  45  ;  wanderings 
of  Abderahman  in,  1C4  ;  alluded  to, 
184  ;  arrival  of  Edris  in,  390  ;  found 
too  small  for  the  people,  393 ;  the 
tribes  of,  claim  the  protection  of 
king  Edris,  ib. 

Barcelona,  besieged  by  the  Christians 
i.  248  ;  surrender  of,  ib  ;  expedi- 
tion of  king  Abderahman  to,  270 ; 
capture  of  the  city  of,  271 ;  march 
of  the  Hagib  Muhamad  upon,  ii.  5  ; 
liege  and  surrender  of,  7  ;  the  count 
of,  lays  liege  to  Xativa,  iii.  142, 
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Barcernh  Ben  Nooman,  insurrection  of, 

i.  1S9  ;  IviUed,  ib. 
Basque  mountains,   inearsions   of  the 

Moslemah  forces  into  the,  i.  235. 
Bateha,   the   newly-founded    city    of, 

iii.  1. 
Bati  Ben  Ismail,  takes  Jaen,  ii.  301 ; 

and  Cordova,  303. 
Baxar  Ben  Sefiian  El  Kelbi,  appointed 

governor  of  Egypt,  i.  94. 
Bayonne,  the  kins:  of,  his  submission 
to  Muhamad  Abdallah,  iii.  63  ;  his 
visit  to  that  monarch,  64  ;  detention 
of  his  guards,  ib.  ;  valuable  gift 
brought  by,  65  ;  his  progress  from 
Carmona  to  Seville,  ib. ;  arrange- 
ments for  his  reception,  66 ;  his 
interview  with  the  Caliph,  ib. 
Baza,  its  conquest  by  Ismail  Ben  Eeras, 

iii.  231. 
Beard,  a  mark  of  dignity  and  authority, 
i.  356  ;  anecdote  in  reference  to  it, 
359. 
Becre  Ben  Hemad  El  Taharti,  verses 

by,  i.  401. 
Bedouins,  honour  and  hospitality  among 

the,  i.  165. 
Bedre,  Gen.  i.  188-190  ;  takes  Samail 
prisoner,  191 ;  assembles  the  troops 
to  march  against  the  ^Yali  of  Cair- 
van,  194. 
Begaya,  Cid  Abu  Said  appointed  go- 
vernor  of,    iii.    19  ;     stormed   and 
talcen  by  Aly  Ben  Ishao,  37. 
Beja  and  Merida,  devastations  in,  ii. 

442. 
Ben  Adra,  his  revolt  in  Medina  Toledo, 
i.  93  ;  supplicates  pardon  from  Ab- 
derahman,  193. 
Ben  A.lhegag,Wali  of  Egypt,  passes  into 
Africa,  i.  112  ;  appoints  his  brother 
Ameer  of  Spain,  ib. 
Ben  Amru,  Ameer,  ambition  of,  i.  143 ; 
his  letter  to  the  Caliph,  155  ;  his 
extraordinary  escape,  156  ;  defeats 
Samail,    157;     besieges  Saragossa, 
ib. ;  captures  the  city,  158  ;  dread- 
ful death  of,  172. 
Ben  Ch-iledun,  narrative  of,  i.  12. 
Ben  Hr.mud.expeditionof  Abdelmumen 
against,  ii.  473, 


Beni-Aglab,  lords  of  Africa,  important 
events  that  befell  them,  i.  395. 

Alaftas,  error  respecting,  i.  15. 

Amat,  of  Zanhaga,  sends  rein- 
forcements to  the  Ameer  Taxtin,  ii. 
423 ;  honourable  reception  of  his 
generals,  424. 

Edris,  condition  of  the,  in  Fez,  i, 

388. 

Maurel,  town  of,  captured  by  the 

(Christians,  iii.  324  ;    taken  by  the 
Moslemah,  329. 

Meriiies,   mistake  respecting,  i. 

16  ;  empire  of  the,  iii.  96. 

Omeyas,    dominion    of    the,    i. 

146  ;    tragical    events  that    befell 
them,   after  the  death  of  Meruan, 
151 ;    preservation  of  the  race  of, 
163;  partisans  of  the,  184. 
Ben  Lahmi,  Ziyad,  dies  at  Cordova,  i. 

258. 
Ben    Muhamad,   the  Toledau  Wahib, 
appointed  receiver  of  the  revenues, 
i.  371 ;    his    rigorous  conduct  re- 
sented, 377. 
Ben    Raymond,    the  Barceloniau,    ii. 

179  ;  defeated,  180. 
Bentome,  a  fortitied  town,  surrenders 

to  the  Christians,  iii.  373. 
Bermoud,  King  of  the  Christians,  his 

treaty  with  Muhamad,  ii.  39. 
Blood,  the  contribution  of,  i.  79. 
Book  of  the  propliet,  iii.  65. 
Books,  saved  from  destruction,  i.  4. 
Bordeaux, taken  by  Abderahmau,  i.l09. 
Bridges,  magnificent,  i.  72. 
Bu^ia,  siege  of,  ii.  474. 
Bulche,  the  battle  of,  i.  230. 
Bulmar,   fortress   of,    taken   by   king 
Muhamad,  iii.  198. 


C. 


Cafisa,  citv  of,  stormed  and  taken,  iii 

29,  38." 
Cahina,  queen  of  Barbary,  beheaded,  i. 

46. 
Cahtan,  an  Arab  tribe,  i.  30. 
Cairvan,  fouiulation    of,   i.    40  ;    the 

Alj;ima  at,  built,  396  ;    foundation 

of  the  city  of,  397. 
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Calftt  Aiiogor,  terrific  bailie  at,  ii.  H. 
Ciilnl  llimuul,  f.irtrcss  of,  i.  Ifi. 
rolalravB,  bc>iij;(ii  liv   kiu.n   Alfoiiso, 
iii.  OS  ;  capiliilatis  to  him,  Oy. 

>  .linl  Mtrtula,  iittiitk  ou  tin-  fortress 
of,  ii.   lU'J  ;   takiii,  ib.,  \V.i. 

V.  ulayoscb.  surrcudcrs  toking  Alphonso, 
iii.  1.'j7. 

Cniib  Abcn  Hassnn,  cliallciij.'c  to,  i. 
3-17  ;  his  fli^ht  from  Coiilova,  334  ; 
Ji'fcat*  siistniiicJ  by,  3  JO ;  takes 
refuge  in  Toledo,  ib. ;  retires  to  the 
cast  of  Spain,  300  ;  leaves  his  son, 
Giafar,  to  defend  Toledo,  ib.  ;  rejoins 
his  son,  ii). ;  is  defeat  id,  3C.7  ;  retires 
to  other  fortresfes,  ib.  ;  siibniissiou 
of  some  of  his  followers,  3(J'.)  ;  sends 
envoys  with  a  i)nr|)i>sition  to  the 
kin.;  Abderahm.nD,37o  ;  his  renewed 
exertions  to  oppose  the  kinp,  376  ; 
his  death,  37'J  ;    liis  two  sons,  ib. 

Calib  Abcn  Ilafsun,  son  of  Omar,  re- 
volt of,  i.  321;  •akes  possession  of 
several  cities,  325 ;  retires  from 
Toledo,  326;  treachery  of,  327; 
flight  of  his  troops,  331  ;  pursued 
by  Ahdallah,  336:  retires  to  the 
fortresss  of  Zurita,  337  ;  continued 
ravages  of,  339  ;  taken  aud  beheaded, 
340. 

Caliphs,  the  first,  military  expeditions 
of,  i.  35;  Oine.\an  race  of,  150; 
list  of,  in  the  East,  101  ;  their  tombs 
at  Damascus  violated,  154. 

Calzada,  meaning  of  the  word,  i.  182. 

Cantillana,  stormed  and  taken  by  the 
Christians,  iii.  140. 

(-'aptivc,  Mosleman,  liberated  by  the 
Christians,  i.  355. 

Caraos  Ben  Abes,  demise  of,  i.  287. 

Cardonne,  M.  de,  his  "  History  of  the 
Conquests  of  the  Arabs,"  i.  13  ; 
errors  committed  by,  14. 

Carlos  IV.,  courtesy  of,  i.  26. 

("armuna,  eitv  of,  i.  66  ;  besieged  and 
taken,  ii.  140,  303;  return  of 
Muharaad  to,  143  ;  the  road  from, 
to  Seville,  lined  with  soldiers,  iii. 
65  ;  incursions  of  the  Christians 
into,  139 ;  the  inhabitants  send 
ambassadors  to  the  Christian  king  ib. 


Carmut,  Albarhan,  mission  of,  ii.  244. 

('arthiijjena,  siege  of,  i.  4(3. 

Carnr  VA  Lamtnni,  forces  under,  ii. 
302 ;  causes  Abu  Naser  to  be  i)ut 
to  death,  ib.  ;  aud  also  Yezid  llu- 
dilluh,  ib. 

Casnres,  siege  of,  iii.  242. 

Casim  Hen  Asbai;,  his  death,  i.  444. 

Hen  Hilel,'dcmise  of,  i.  2'J2. 

Hen. I usef,  taken  prisoner,  i.  I'JO. 

Ben  .Muhamiul,  his  poem  pro- 
cures his  release  IVom  j)rison,  ii.  24. 

Ben  Thabita,  demise  of,  i.  3G8  ; 

jiarliculars  respecting,  ib. 

rrinec,  intercedes  for  his  father, 

i.  2G'J-70  ;  permitted  to  inherit  his 
father's  riches,  271. 

■ ,  cousin  of  Alhakem,  conspiracy 

discovered  by,  i.  254. 

Sou  of  Abdeluielic,  killed  by  his 

father,  i.  200. 

Sou  of  Jusef,  i.  189,  194  ;  his 

escape  from  '''olt.l;",  202 ;  forces 
collected  by,  218  ;  taken  prisoner, 
221 ;  implores  the  king's  elenieucy, 
222  ;  receives  a  full  pardon,  ib. 

Casiri,  his  work  on  the  Library  of  the 
Escurial,  i.  15  ;  errors  of,  16. 

Castalana,  eitv  of,  i.  219 ;  the  battle 
of,  220. 

Castille,  tribute  imposed  on  the  people 
of,  i.  180;  king  of,  his  treaty  of 
peace  with  the  king  of  Granada,  iii. 
308  ;  his  reception  of  the  Granadiau 
exiles,  312  ;  sends  ambassadors  to 
the  king  of  Tunis,  313  ;  his  success 
before  Granada,  319 ;  deserts  the 
Granadian  insurgents,  320 ;  letter 
of  Aben  Alahmar  to,  322. 

C-avalicr,  Christian,  defiance  given  by, 
i.  504  ;  kills  his  opponents,  ib. ;  is 
himself  slain,  500. 

Cavaliers,  cruelly  put  to  death,  i.  153. 

(Jazires,  the  Christians  defeated  at,  iii. 
80. 

Cebta,  city  of,  ii.  144-105 ;  assemblage 
of  troops  at,  299  ;  improvements  in, 
ib. ;  the  inhabitants  ot,  rebel  against 
the  .\lmohades,  467 ;  submission 
of,  408. 

Ceuta,   city    of,  i.  3 ;    retirement  of 
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kics;  Juzcf  to,   ii.   320 ;    captured, 
iii.'204;  besieged,  207;  taken,  210; 
recovered  by  the  Bcui-Meriiies,  221. 
Chadaraque,  fortress  of,  i.  24:9. 
Chalaf  Bea  Ayub,  poems  of,  i.  454. 

Ben    Meruan,   jiroceeds   to    the 

East,  i.  509;  retires  from  ottice,  ii. 
47 ;  appointed  president  of  the 
council  of  state,  58. 
——  Ben  Mesaudi,  studies  of,  ii.  48  ; 
torn  in  pieces  by  the  populace,  G3. 
Chalid  Ben  Walid,  appointed  to  com- 
mand the  Arab  trooj)s,  i.  37. 

El  Zaneti,  a  Moorish  general,  i. 

113,  119. 
Charazag,  tribe  of,  arrive  in  Spain,  i. 

466. 
Chotba,  or  public  prayer,  i.  226,  242, 
324,  351,  365,413;  ii.  2,  11,  15, 
93,  98,  109,  111,  190,  329-330, 
456,  469,  470,   480,   483,  484; 
iii.  58,  157. 
Christians,  banished  to  Africa,  ii.  869  ; 
their  conquests  in  the  territory  of 
the  Mosleinah,  459  ;  successes  over 
the,  iii.  5,  9,  18,  21 ;  their  ravages 
and  desolation  throughout  Spain,  41 
new   expedition   against  the,     63 
their  signal  victory  at  Alacaub,  74 
their  devastations  in  the  Moslemah 
territories,   78-9,  105  ;  storm  and 
take  the  fortress  of  Alcazar  Alfekah, 
ib.;  signally  defeated  at  Cazires,  80; 
and  at  Valencia,  81  ;  their  renewed 
incursions  in  Valencia, 83  ;  fortresses 
taken  by,  ib. ;  their  truce  with  the 
Caliph,  84  ;  their  arms  every  where 
victorious,  86  ;  defeated  at  Jaen,by 
Abulola    Edris,    ib. ;    successes    of 
the,  89,  121,  219,  226,  228,  246, 
350,  254,  257,  364,  365,  366, 367, 
371 ;  fresh  incursions  of  the,  114  ; 
atrocities  committed  by  the,  118-19; 
attacked  by  King  Abcn  Hud,  ib. ; 
their   retreat   at    Guadalete,    120 ; 
scale  the  walls  of  Cordova,    122  ; 
their   conquest   of    the   city,   124. 
Murcia  submits  to  their  rule,   131 ; 
their  dominion  in  Andalusia,   132  ; 
overrun  the  Algarve  of  Spain,  134  ; 
lay  siege  to  Jaen,  136 ;   their  ra- 


vages in  the  vicinity,  137,  and  at 
Xeres,  139  ;  submission  of  Carmona 
and  Lorca  to,  ib. ;  take  Cautillana, 
140;  Alcala  surrenders  to,  141; 
also  Seville,  145;  Xeres,  150; 
Niebla,  152;  other  towns  in  Al- 
garve, 153;  revolt  against  their 
rule,  155  ;  defeated  by  the  Mosle- 
mah, 156  ;  take  Xeres,  158,  and 
other  cities,  159  ;  victory  over  the, 
176,  229,  240;  defeated  before 
Granada,  229 ;  lose  the  City  of 
Cabra,  241,  and  other  cities,  243  ; 
repulsed  before  Gibraltar,  246  ;  na- 
val victory  over  the,  253  ;  their  de- 
vastations in  Granada,  317,  388  ; 
rout  of  the,  324-5  ;  towns  taken  by, 
ib.  ;  defeated,  350,  377  ;  conquests 
of  the,  376  ;  places  ceded  to  them, 
383-4 ;  the  Moslemah  territories 
given  up  to  thein,  401. 
Chronicle,  General,  a  work  so  called, 

i.lO. 
Cid  Abu  Abdallah,  iii  75  ;  his  misrule 
in  Andalusia,  77  ;  his  alliance  with 
Gacum,  King  of  the  Christians,  89  ; 
defeated  by  Abeu  Hud,  91 ;   retires 
to  Cordova,  ib. ;  compelled  to  fly 
the  city,  and  take  refuge  with  King 
Gacum,  92  ;  his  mode  of  life,  105; 
his  death,  ib, 
Cid  Abu  Abdallah,  conspires  against 
his  brother,  the   King  of  Granada, 
iii.  339  ;    invites  the  assistance  of 
the  King  of  Castille,ib. ;    his  wars 
with   his    brother,    341  ;    compact 
with,  342. 
Cid  Abu  Aly  Alamoun,  au  illustrious 
prince,    iii.    106 ;     suppresses   the 
council  of  the  Xeques,  ib.  ;  makes 
a  treaty  of  peace  with  Eerdeland, 
King  of  the  Christians,  109  ;  is  van- 
quished by  Abeu  Hud,  on  the  plains 
of  Tarifa,  109  ;  proceeds  to  Africa 
to  raise  a  powerful  army,  110;  again 
defeated  by  Abeu  Hud,   112  ;  dies 
at  Morocco,  115. 
Cid  Abu  Ishac  (sou  of  King  Juzef), 
commands  to,  misunderstood,  iii. 32. 
Cid  Abulola  Edris,  au  illustrious  ge- 
neral, proclaimed   Caliph,   iii.  84  ; 
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wrilM  •»  work  nuninst  (he  jmlicy  and 
Itw*  of   F.l  MchiJi.   S j  ;  siipporttd 
by  liis  Viiior,  ib.  ;  di'diiri-d  atisurptT, 
ih.  ;   dcfivils  hi*  rival,   Valivc   Aluii 
Aiuisir,  S(^  lil7;  dclciitR  IhfObris- 
tiaiis  at  .Ucii,  lb.  ;   .suddenly  npptnrs 
at   Morocpo,    reproves  thf  Xicjiicn, 
lUid  roudt-iiiiis  Ihi'iu  to  death,   87 ; 
rT*lrict$  lh<.'  iiowcrs  ol"  liis  councils, 
K8  ;  pruhibiu  imiilioii  of  the  name 
of  El   Mtheiii,   ib. ;  dcleats  Yahyc 
Abi'n  Anasir,  s'J  ;  returns  lo  Spnin 
to  bcsicpc  Medina   Unciia,  UO  ;  the 
head  of  Mnhnniiul  presented  to,  ib.; 
his  trenly  of  alliance  with  Ferdclaod 
kine  of  the  Christians,  9.  109  ;  dis- 
concerted by  the  fall  of  Granada,  ib.; 
])n&)C8    over   into  Africa  to  raise  a 
powerful  arin\,  72,  110  ;  his  death, 
'.(2  ;  parties  and  factions  at  Morocco 
in  consequence  of  that  event,  93. 
(id  Abu  Said   (son  of  Abdelinumen), 
besicirts  Alincria,  ii.  •1-78  ;  declared 
the  King's  successor, -iSO J  Almeria 
surrenders  to,  483  ;    works  under 
his   superintendence,    iiL    3  ;      his 
disobedience,  10;  defeats  the  rebels, 
18  ;    sends  to    Kiug  Juzef  au  ac- 
count of  his  victory,  ib. ;  appointed 
Governor  of  Hegaya,  19  ;    sent  to 
Andalusia,   to   prosecute    the    war 
against  the   Christians,  21  ;    com- 
mences the  foundation  of  Alcantara 
Tensifa,  ib. 
Cid  Ahmed,  brother  of  the  King  of 
Granada,  sent  lo  the  succour  of  Ge- 
baltaric,   iii.   306  ;  takes  possession 
of  the  city,  ib. 
Cid  Alv  El  Bazi,  Aleavdc  of  Alora, 

iii.  364. 
Cid  Juzef,  Prince,  sou  of  Abdclmumen, 
receives  the  oath  of  allepiance,-  iii. 
11;  personal  appearance  of,  13;  ex- 
tent of  his  dominions,14;  his  energy 
and  activity,  ib. ;  his  eighteen  sons, 
ib. ;  his  viziers,  ib. ;  his  physicians, 
15  ;  form  of  his  proclamation,  ib.  ; 
statement  of  the  historiographers  of 
his  reign,  16  ;  first  command  of,ib.; 
disbands  the  troops,  ib. ;  summons 
the  Xeni:cs  to  Morocco,  ib.  ;  his  ex- 


treme liberality,  17  ;  nominates  his 
brother,  Cid  Abu  Zacaria,  governor 
of  Hcguya,  19  ;  humane  instructions 
of,   ib.  ;   ca|)tnrcB   and   beheads    fho 
rebel,  Monkel'aid,  ib.  ;  jiroclaiined  in 
the  .Sierras  of  Gomera,   ili. ;  arrival 
of  ambassadors  to  cou.'ratidate  liim 
on  the  success  of  his  arms,  20 ;  sends 
his  brother,  Cid  Abu  Hafaz,  to  pro- 
secute  the   war  against  the   (Chris- 
tians, 21  ;  jjosses   into   Sj)ain  on  ii 
tour  of  inspection,  22  ;    his  eutry 
into  Seville,  ib. ;  overruns  the  Chris- 
tian territories,  25  ;  returns  in  tri- 
uniph  to  Seville,  ib. ;  his  imjjrison- 
ment  in  that  city,  ib. ;  his  successful 
campaigns   in   Spain,  20  ;    submis- 
sion of  various  states  to,  ib. ;  builds 
a  city  near  Gebal  Fetah,    27  ;  his 
conquest  of  the  Cityof  Tarcuna,  ib.; 
his  alliance  with  a  daughter  of  Mu- 
hamad  Abeu   Sad,  28  ;   returns  to 
Morocco,  ib.  ;  death  of  three  of  hi& 
brothers,  ib. ;  his  campaign  in  VclaJ 
Africa,  29  ;  takes  Cafisa  by  storm, 
ib. ;  subjugates  the  rebel  tribes,  30; 
journey  of,  ib. ;  his  third  campaign 
in  Spain,  ib. ;    cmbarcation  of  hi* 
army,  31  ;  lays  siege  to  Sant  Aren, 
ib. ;  his  commands  misunderstood, 
33;    critical  situation  of,  ib. ;  at- 
tacked and  mortally  wounded  by  the 
Christians,  ib. ;  his  death,  34  ;  con- 
flicting statements  relative  to,  ib. 
—  Muhamad,  Wali  of  Xeres,  de- 
feated by  the  Christians,  iii.  80. 
Tkluhamad,  son  of  Jakob  Aben 


Juzef,  his  reply  to  the  letter  of  king 
Alfonso,  iii.  48. 

Muhamad  Alraanzor,  driven  from 

Valencia,  iii.  110;  seeks  refuge  at 
the  court  of  king  Gaymcs,  ib. 

—  Ruy  Diaz,  the  celebrated  war- 
rior, i.  1. 

Yahye,  son  of  the  infant  Zelim, 

marches  to  the  defence  of  Medina 
Bazn,  iii.  379 ;  defeats  the  Chris- 
tians, 380  ;  represents  his  critical 
position  to  his  uncle,  king  Abdallah, 
ib.  ;  his  cordial  reception  by  the 
Christians,  381  ;    his  exhortations 
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to  Abdallah,  382  ;    appointed   go- 
vernor of  the  Moslemah,  402. 
Citli  Almayar,  his  advice  to  his  father, 
iii.  360." 

Cifacutes,  Conde  de,  taken  prisoner, 
iii.  352. 

Cohiu,  taken  by  the  Christians,  iii. 366. 

Coinage,  alterations  in  the,  i.  368, 
459;  ii.  229;  inscriptions  on  the, 
328  ;  issue  of  a  new  one,  405. 

Coins,  inscription  on,  i.  22  f. 

Coltum  Ben  Aam,  troops  sent  by,  to 
Ahdcrahman,  i.  103. 

Ben  Ayadh,  council  convened  by 

at  Cordova,  i.  166. 

Ben  Zeyad,  governor  of  Magrib, 

i.  118;  killed,  119. 

Comaica,  mother  of  Ali  Ben  Jezuf, 
ii.  328. 

Comet,  appearance  of  a,  i.  49. 

Complutum,  the  annals  of,  i.  8. 

Compostella,  annals  of,  i.  8. 

Conde  Gumis,  the  Chrisciaa  general, 
ii.  303  ;  defeated,  304. 

M.,  death  of,  i.  144. 

Constantine,  king  of  the  Greeks,  i.  108. 

Cora,  commotions  in  the  towns  of,  i. 
258. 

Cordova,  taken  by  the  Arabs,  i.  63 ; 
cowardice  of  the  people  of,  123  ; 
besieged  by  Thaalaba,  131 ;  sm-- 
renders  to  that  general,  ib. ;  im- 
prisonment of  Husam  Ben  Dhirar  at, 
137,  138  ;  invested  and  taken  by 
Samail  Ben  Hatim,  140  ;  remark- 
able phenomena  seen  at,  159  ;  sub- 
jection and  surrender  of  the  council  of 
Xeques  at,  166,  177;  construction 
of  the  Great  INIosque  at,  223  ;  oath 
of  allegiance  taken  by  the  Walies  at, 
ib. ;  rejoicings  at,  224,  234,  235, 
288,  320,  428,  466 ;  ii.  25 ;  the 
Great  Mosque  at,  i.  230  ;  conspiracy 
discovered  in,  255  ;  triumphal  re- 
turn of  prince  Abderahman  to,  256  ; 
tumults  and  executions  at,  261  ; 
destruction  of  the  insurrectionary 
suburb  at,  262  ;  exiles  from,  263  ; 
barbarities  of  the  king  at,  264 ; 
arrival  of  Greek  ambassadors  at, 
272 ;    assembly  of  the  Walies  ia. 


292  ;  they  take  the  oath  of  fidelity 
to  prince  Muhamad,  ib.  297  ;  se- 
ditious attempt  at,  336  ;  improve- 
ments  in   the    city   of,    371-379 ; 
terrible  conflagration  at,  372  ;  em- 
bellishments to  the  Aljama  in,  448; 
visit    of    Christian    cavalirrs    to, 
467;  arrival   of  general  Galib  at, 
474;  conflicts  at,  ii.  56-60;  siege 
of,   73  ;    devastations  of  Suleiman 
near,  74  ;  discontent  of  the  people 
at,  76  ;  fugitives  from,  77  ;  defence 
of,  78 ;  given  up  by  traitors,  ib. ; 
atrocities  at,  79,  80 ;  Yahye  pro- 
claimed  king  of,  103 ;  approach  of 
Alcasim  to,    104 ;    atrocities  per- 
petrated  at,    105  ;    dismay  at,    on 
the   death   of    Abderahman,    107 ; 
measures  for  preserving  tranquillity 
at,  130;  successes  of  Ismail  Ben 
Dilnoun  in,  184  ;  city  of,  surprised, 
ib. ;  taken  by  the  Almoravides,  302 ; 
entry  of  the  Christian  army  into, 
303 ;    insurrection  at,  against  the 
Almoravides,   346 ;    entry  of  king 
Jnzef  into,  349 ;  revolt  at,  413  ; 
surrenders   to   Aben    Gania,   456 ; 
entry  of  the  Christians   into,  ib. ; 
vexations  of  the  inhabitants  of,  ib.  5 
departure  of  the  Christians  from, 
457 ;    captured  by  the  Almohades, 
469 ;    besieged    by   king   Alfonso, 
471  ;  address  on  the  atfaii-s  of,  472; 
besieged  by  the  Christians,  iii.  122; 
abandoned  by  king  Aben  Hud,  ]  23  ; 
conquest  of,  124;  besieged  by  the 
Moslemah,  290. 

Coreib  Ben  Otman,  put  to  death,  i. 
344. 

Corraho  Ben  Xaric,  appointed  governor 
of  Egypt,  i.  50 ;  his  tyranny,  ib. ; 
his  death,  86. 

Coteiba,  nephew  of  Suleiman,  takes 
Samarcand,  i.  48 ;  put  to  death, 
83. 

Crete,  expatriated  Andaiusians  settle 
in,  i.  203. 

Cuenca,  city  of,  taken  by  storm,  ii.  40C. 

Cufa,  defeat  of  the  rebels  in,  i.  116. 

Cumia,  tribe  of,  great  contributions 
from,  iii.  G. 


•ik) 


INDKX. 


(':i|i,  the  jiuiBoiied  onr,  ii.  435. 
Cutaiiiln,  decisive  victory  of  Iho  C'lu-is- 

tians  at,  ii.  345. 
Cyrcuc,  cuiKjui'iil  of  the  city  uf,  i.  3'J. 


1). 


Paharo,  kiug,  beheaded,  i.  43. 

Dainiiscus,  piirreudrr  of,  i.  38 ;  the 
great  .\ljaiiiB  of,  "JO  ;  iininciise  Ina- 
siires  hiiiiuht  from  Spain  to,  87. 

Davuiid  Abtii  .\\Ji-i,  general  of  Juzef, 
ii.  271  ;  cncuuutcrs  the  troops  of 
kiug  Alfonso,  272  ;  murderous  con- 
llict  iiiaintaiucd  by,  ib. ;  rcinfojce- 
iDcnts  sent  to,  273  ;  defeated,  274 ; 
occupies  ^lediua  Iluriza,  ii.  307  ; 
takes  possession  of  ^Vlmcria,  30'J  ; 
successcj  of,  ib.  ;  his  conquest  of 
Valencia,  311. 

Day,  Arab,  divisions  of  the,  i.  19. 

Dead,  inhuman  vcn?eance  apaiiist  the, 
i.  154;  prayers  for  the,  iii.  205. 

Dcnia,  attack  on  the  city  of,  ii.  371  ; 
taken  by  kiug  Gacuin,  iii.  135. 

Diuara,  a  piece  of  gold  money,  i.  40. 

Don  Alonzo,  of  Aguilar,  uou-appcar- 
ance  of,  iii.  340 ;  troop  of  cavalry 
under,  355. 

Diego,  of  Cordova,  request  of, 

iii.  340  ;  intercedes  with  the  king, 
341  ;  advice  of,  342 ;  fortilius  Lu- 
ceua,  353. 

Douis,  king  of  Portugal,  i.  'J. 

Donro,  passage  of  the,  by  the  ariuy  of 
Abderahman,  i.  423. 

Dove,  the  herald  of  victory,  ii.  282. 

Dream,  remarkable  one,  of  the  king  of 
GaUicia,  ii.  265  ;  favourably  inter- 
preted, 266 ;  expounded  iu  quite 
another  light,  268. 

Duila  Beu  Hafas,  his  death,  i.  444. 


E. 


Earthquakes,  fearful,  in  Spain,  i.  317, 

ii.  191. 
Ebro,  plains  and  valleys  of  the,  i.  79- 
Ecija,  magnificent  aqueduct  construct- 
ed at,  i.  435,  495 ;  inscription  ou 
it,  ib. 


Eilobi,  statcnu'ut  of,  i.  263. 

I'idris  Hen  AhdiiUuh,  his  irruption  into 
Africa,  i.  225  ;  founds  the  kingdom 
of  I'cz,  ib. ;  poisoneil,  237. 

Edris,  the  son  of  Edris,  pioclaimeil 
sovereign  of  Almagrcb,  i.  250  ;  his 
reception  of  the  envoys  of  King 
Alhakem,  251  ;  purchases  the  site 
for  the  city  of  Fez,  256  ;  his  adven- 
tures in  Alraagreb,  390  ;  arrives  in 
Velila,  and  is  proclaimed  sovereign  of 
the  kingdom,  391  ;  provinces  sub- 
jugated by,  lb.  ;  poisoned,  392. 

Edri.s,  the  son  of  Edris,  proclaimed 
king,  i.  393  ;  the  Barbary  tribes 
claim  his  protection,  ib. ;  founds  a 
new  city,  394  ;  his  conquests  aud 
death,  ib. ;  his  t\velv»>  sons,  395. 

Edris,  king,  taken  prisoner  by  N;ija, 
ii.  146  ;  troops  sent  to  his  assistance, 
ib. ;  his  release,  147  ;  paeities  the 
multitude,  ib.  ;  succours  the  Lord 
of  Carmoua,  102  ;  informed  of  plots 
against  him,  ib.  ;  spares  his  cousin's 
life,  104;  occupies  Tangier  aud 
Cebta,  164  ;  allegations  made  to, 
ib.  ;  returns  to  Andalusia,  165  ; 
deposed,  aud  dies  in  prison,  174, 

Edris  Beu  Yeman,  poems  of,  i.  443. 

Egypt,  exploits  of  the  Arabc  in,  i.  33  ; 
in  the  hands  of  the  Alabas,  390 ; 
revenge  of  the  Soldan  of,  447. 

rj  Cambitur,  a  Christian  prince,  de- 
vastations of,  ii.  290,  310  ;  captures 
Valencia,  317 ;  ])uts  to  death  the 
traitor  Ahmed  Gehaf,  319  ;  his  mea- 
sures for  the  security  of  Valencia, 
ib. 

El  Darawi,  his  submission  to  Abdel- 
mumeu,  ii.  468. 

Elephant,  seen  in  a  dream,  ii.  265, 
200,  208. 

El  Ilarizi,  poem  by,  ii.  24. 

El  Isfahani,  work  by,  i.  400  ;  rewarded 
by  the  king,  ib. 

El  Mahedi,  building  of  a  city  com- 
menced by,  i.  370. 

El  Mchedi,  rebellion  of,ii.  349  ;  origin 
of,  ib. ;  youth  instructed  by,  350  ; 
his  proceedings  at  the  great  mosque 
of  Morocco,  ib. ;  his  caution  to  the 
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king,  351 ;  answer  of,  ib. ;  ques- 
tions the  Alimes,  ib.  ;  judgment 
respecting,  352  ;  his  discourses  to 
the  people,  353  ;  questioned  by  the 
king,  ib.  ;  commanded  to  leave 
the  city,  354 ;  increase  of  his  fol- 
lowers, ib. ;  retires  to  Tinmaul,  355  ; 
declares  his  mission,  ib. ;  oath  of 
allegiance  to,  356  ;  his  two  councils, 
ib. ;  preaches  to  the  people,  35"; 
universally  well  received,  ib. ;  pro- 
ceeds with  his  military  host  to  Me- 
dina Agniat,  358 ;  pursues  the 
troops  of  Aly  Ben  Juzet',  359  ;  his 
arrogant  letter  to  the  Almoravides, 
360  ;  his  victory  over  them,  362  ; 
retires  to  Tinmaul,  ib.  ;  strongly 
fortifies  tliat  city,  ib. ;  determines 
to  lay  siege  to  Morocco,  364 ;  his 
troops  annihilated,  367  ;  commands 
Abdelmumen  to  ravage  Morocco, 
382  ;  takes  leave  of  his  followers, 
383;  exhortations  of,  ib. ;  his 
demise,  384  ;  his  injunctions  to  his 
friend  and  vizier,  Abdelmumen,  ib. ; 
regret  for  his  death,  ib. ;  character 
of,  385  ;  his  form  of  prayer,  ib.  ; 
his  descent,  ib. ;  particulars  relative 
to,  386;  anecdote  of,  387;  his 
followers  divided  into  classes,  388  ; 
Abdelmumen  elected  his  successor, 
389 ;  his  death  said  to  have  been 
concealed,  390 ;  conversation  re- 
spectiug,  464  ;  visit  of  Abdelmumen 
to  his  tomb,  479  ;  mention  of  his 
name  prohibited,  iii.  88. 

Elmesaudi,  Author  of  the  "  Golden 
Meadows,"  i.  426. 

El  Sauhagi,  the  rebel,  instigates  the 
people  of  Gomera  to  insurrection, 
iii.  17  ;  atrocities  of,  ib. ;  slain,  ib. 

El  Taglebi  and  the  water-carrier,  ii.  39. 

Elvira,  city  of,  i.  62 ;  rebel  hordes 
from,  201 ;  intelligence  received 
by  the  wali  of,  ib. ;  his  death,  203  ; 
the  Alcaide  of,  kills  Meknesi,  210  ; 
the  king's  clemency  sought  by  the 
rebels  of  the  Sierras  of,  360  ;  expe- 
dition of  Abderahman  to  the  Sierras 
of,  376  ;  surrender  of  the  towns  of, 
383. 


El  Xablai,  the  poet,  dream  of,  ii.  25. 
El  Yaferiui,  \Vali  of  Alniagreb,  assas- 
sinated, i.  451. 
Emerald  rings,  of  immense  value,  ii. 

193. 
Emirs,  or  kings  of  tribes,  i.  32. 
Enrique,  Don,  king  of  Castille,  iii.  290, 

292  ;  his  death,  293. 
Epistle,  poetical,  of  Zacaria  to  priuce 

Taxlin,  ii.  394. 
Esbilia,  city  of,  submits  to  Muza,  i.  66. 
Escurial,  books  burnt  in  the,  ib.  4. 
Esfah,  prince,  intercedes  for  his  father, 

i.  269,  270  ;  permitted  to  inherit 

his  riches,  271- 
Esfah,    wali    of    Merida,     complaints 

attainst,  i.  252  ;  removed  from  office, 

253  ;  his  restoration,  ib. 
Estija,  city  of,  submits  to  Taric,  i.  62. 

F. 

Eadl  Ben  Tadl,  Cadi  of  Tadmir,  Lis 
death,  i.  316. 

Eadlo  Ben  Amira,  his  death,  i.  258. 

Ben  Salema,  his  death,  i.  387. 

Falconry,  a  royal  pursuit,  i.  215. 

Faleki,  the  Robber,  pardoned,  ii.  363  ; 
enterprise  entrusted  to,  ib.  ;  suc- 
cesses of,  364. 

Farag  Ben  Cauena,  of  Sidonia,  Cadi  of 
Cadies,  vigilance  of,  i.  255 ;  his 
death,  259. 

Farkin  Ben  Aun,  fountain  constructed 
by,  i.  237. 

Fateraa,  an  illustrious  woman,  i.  394. 

Fayard,  a  Christian  general,  killed,  iii. 
324, 

Ferag,  General,  Wali  of  Malaga,  takes 
Ceuta,  iii.  204  ;  rebellion  of  his  son, 
211-216. 

priuce,  brother  of  king  Muhamad, 

his  death,  iii.  271. 

Ferdelando,  kiug  of  the  Christians,  iii. 
91 ;  gifts  sent  to  him,  ib. ;  treaty  of 
peace  with,  109 ;  his  devastations 
in  Andalusia,  117;  entry  of  his 
troops  into  Medina  Balma,  118; 
Medina  Ubeda  surrenders  to,  121; 
besieges  Aleolea,  123  ;  submission 
of  various  tonus  to,  125;  his  de- 
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•ipia  ou  Miircin,  130  ;  holrinn  ontli 
of,  137  ;  rcqupnU  tlm  kinj:  of  (irn- 
iiHila  to  a('C(iin|mny  him  in  his  caiii- 
poign against  Swille,  138;  ndvicctn, 
140;  conilitions  ])ri>cril)cil  liy,  il).  ; 
invest*  Seville  by  Inn  J  and  sua,  141  ; 
rapitulntiou  rtitercd  into  \\itli  liini, 
145;  Ills  nsidencc  in  llie  Aienziir, 
ib. ;  Muhaiuad  Alnniar  takes  leave 
of  him.  140  ;   his  death,  IIU. 

Fcrdiliuido  of  Galliein,  consul,  a  Chris- 
tian f;enend,  ii.  40(1. 

IVrdinnnd  IV. ,kiuijof  Castillo,  rrqiicsts 
of  the  kiiii;  of  (iranada  to,  iii.  204  ; 
his  banchty  rcplv  to  king  Muhainnd, 
:i06  ;  takes  Gebid  Taric' (Gibraltar), 
207;  negotiations  of  Muhnmnd  vvitb, 
ib.;  )iis  incursions  into  Grauada, 
212;  advice  of  MuhamaJ  to,  ib. ; 
his  condemnation  of  two  brothers, 
L'22  ;  his  death,  ib. 

IVruando,  Don,  takes  Zahara,  iii.  300  ; 
further  successes  of,  ib. ;  raises  the 
sie^c  of  Setcncl,  301 ;  invests  Antc- 
qucra,  304 ;  takes  that  city,  305  ; 
submission  of  king  Abdallah  to,  356; 
consults  his  advisers,  357  ;  his  treaty 
with  the  king  of  Granada,  ib. ;  hi.x 
treaty  with  king  Abdallah,  ib. ;  his 
interview  with  a  citizen  of  Malaira, 
375  ;  rich  cifts  sent  to,  ib. ;  deter- 
mines to  overthrow  the  Mosleraan 
Empire,  370  ;  sends  an  embassy  to 
the  king  of  Granada,  378  ;  reviews 
his  forces  in  Jaen,  379  ;  his  treaty 
with  Cid  Yahye,  381 ;  reminds  king 
Abdallah  of  his  treaty,  38G  ;  pur- 
chases the  possessions  of  Abdallah 
El  Zagal,  387  ;  declares  war  against 
the  king  of  Granada,  ib. ;  his  vigo- 
rous siege  of  that  city,  392 ;  pre- 
scribes conditions  for  its  surrender, 
390  ;  letter  and  presents  sent  to  by 
king  Zaquir,  399  ;  confers  domains 
and  revenues  on  that  monarch,  400  ; 
his  entry  into  Granada,  401 ;  pur- 
chases the  possessions  of  king  Ab- 
dallah, 403. 

l>z,  city  of,  i.  14 ;  foundation  of  the 
jdngdom  of,  225 ;  purchase  of  the 
site  for  the  city  of,  256  ;  on  the  con- 


dition of,  389  ;  its  frnitfnlnpsg,  394  ; 
com]il('tion  of  the  city  of,  ib.  ;  taken 
by  storm,  413,  452,"ii.  11,  14,  22; 
the  Aljama  at,  enlarged  and  beauti- 
fied, i.  446  ;  Alcoba  erected  at,  ii. 
9 ;  conquest  of,  by  Juzef,  225  ; 
changes  etrccled  at,  220 ;  rebellion 
nt,  33 1  ;  march  of  king  A  ly  towards 
ib. ;  he  takes  possession  of  the  city, 
ib. ;  advice  of  the  council  of,  ib. ;  ob- 
stinate defcnceoi, ii. 444;  catastrophe 
at,  445  ;  sanguinary  battle  near,  iii. 
98  ;  foundation  of  the  new  cities  of, 
100;  arrival  of  king  ^luhamad  at, 
278 ;  eloquent  address  of  t  he  amb.as- 
sadorof,  to  the  insurgents,  295;  Fez, 
the  king  of,  sends  troops  to  take 
possession  of  Gcbaltaric,  iii.  305 ; 
desires  the  death  of  his  brother,  300; 
marches  forth  against  him,  307 ; 
defeated,  ib. ;  his  death,  ib. 

Filibo,  prince,  son  of  king  Alphonso, 
iii.  170-171. 

Fleet,  Moslcmah,  wrecked,  i.  309. 

Fohos — ^Assehab,  victory  of  prince  Tax- 
fm  at,  ii,  380. 

Atia,  defeat  of  the  Christians  at, 

ii.  406. 

Fortun,  a  distinguished  Christian,  taken 
prisoner,  i.  300. 

Fortuna,  the  battle  of,  iii.  226. 

Postal,  river  of,  i.  86. 

Foteis  Ben  Suleiman,  Wali,  disastrous 
news  received  by,  i.  244. 

France,  incursions  of  the  people  of,  i. 
214  ;  their  irruptions  into  Eastern 
Spain,  248,  254,  256,  289,  318; 
successes  of  the  Moslemah  in,  288  ; 
rebpUion  on  the  frontiers  of,  302. 

Fulari  Perea,  Don,  governor  of  Cazorla, 
iii.  326  ;  slain,  327 


Gacum,  king  of  the  Christians,  iii.  89, 
92;  his  devastations  in  Valencia, 
127  ;  takes  the  city  of  Deuia,  135  ; 
marches  against  Murcia,  159  ;  hia 
daughter  married  to  Don  Manuel, 
160. 
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Gafo,  the  fallen,  i.  2. 

Galcb  Iku  Muhamad,  secretaiy  to  kiug 

Alhakem,  i.  461. 
Galib,  Alcaide  of  Medina  Selim,  killed 
in  a  duel,  i.  503. 

Ben  Omeya,  verses  by,  ii.  36. 

general,  expedition  under,  i.  472  ; 

lays  siege  to  Ilijar  Anosor,  473  ;  cap- 
tures that  fortress,  ib. ;  reduces  the 
whole  land  of  Almagreb  to  obedience, 
474  ;  arrives  in  triumph  at  Cordova, 
ib. 

Gallicia,  expedition  to,  i.  202 ;  habits 
of  the  people  of,  203;  wars  on  the 
frontiers  of,  295  ;  the  king  of,  sends 
his  forces  to  aid  the  rebels  in  Toledo, 
296 ;  renewed  incursions  of  the 
Christians  of,  300 ;  exaggerated  re- 
ports relative  to  the  war  in,  301  ; 
new  expeditions  into,  301)  ;  the  king 
of,  proceeds  to  the  relief  of  Zamora, 
316  ;  irruption  of  the  rebels  into, 
348  ;  conventions  with  the  king  of, 
3bO  ;  incursions  upon  the  territories 
of,  416-422 ;  inroads  of  the  king  of, 
into  Zamora,  443  ;  incursion  of  king 
Alhakem  on  the  frontiers  of,  462  ; 
treaty  of  peace  with  the  king  of, 
466  ;  incursions  of  the  Hagib  Mu- 
hamad into,  498,  499,  503  ;  ii.  11, 
16,  25. 

Garcia  Ben  Sancho,  lung  of  the  Chris- 
tians, ii.  26  ;  dies  of  his  wounds, 
29. 

— —  king  of  the  Christians,  killed,  i. 
319, 

Garcilaso  de  la  Vega,  slain,  iii.  336. 

Garnata,  the  fortresses  of,  i.  339. 

Garonne,  river,  passage  of  the,  by  the 
Moslemah  forces,  i.  108. 

Gauls,  expedition  of  Abderahman  into 
the,  i.  108. 

Gayana,  stay  of  king  Kadmir  at,  ii.  372 . 

Gaymis,  king  of  the  Christians,  iii.  110; 
takes  Majorca,  114;  also  Minorca 
and  Ivica,  115  ;  and  Denia,  135. 

Gebal  Alniiiia,  fortifications  constructed 
un,  ii.  46. 

Qniiitos,  sanguinary  conflict  at, 

ii.  62-63. 

— —  Tarik  (Gibraltar),  town  and  for- 


tifications at,  ii.  3 ;  sm'rendcrs  to 
Abu  Amraun,  448  ;  siege  of,  iii. 
227  ;  its  occupation  by  the  king  of 
Fez, 245 ;  besieged  by  the  Christians, 
246,  271,  306  ;  the  Christians  re- 
pulsed at,  326 ;  taken  by  the 
Christians,  337. 

Gebcl  El  Cazar,  rout  of  the  Christians 
at,  ii.  381. 

Gebin  Ben  Gaith,  of  Libia,  his  death, 
i.368. 

Gedhi  Ben  Zeyan,  sent  to  observe  the 
proceedings  of  Otman,  i.  106  ;  his 
promptitude,  107. 

Gehaf  Ben  Yeman,  Cadi  of  Valencia, 
his  death,  i.  425. 

Gehwar  El  Rumi,  his  invasion  of  Al- 
magreb, i.451  ;  rewards  offered  by, 
ib.;  pays  the  murderers,  ib.;  takes; 
Sigilraesa  by  stoini,  452 ;  puts  the 
garrison  to  the  sword,  ib.  ;  enters 
the  territory  of  Fez,  452  ;  his  victo- 
rious career,  ib.  ;  barbarities  of,  453. 

Vizier,  proclaimed  king,  ii.  127  ; 

new  form  of  government  established 
by,  128  ;  economy  and  retrenchment 
of,  ib.  ;  abuses  abolished  by,  129  ; 
w  ise  measures  of,  130  ;  writes  to  his 
Walies,  ib. ;  contemptuous  reply  of 
Ismail  Ben  Dyluoun  to,  139  ;  his  ef- 
forts to  maintain  peace  and  concord, 
142  ;  unsettled  state  of  his  dominions 
148  ;  sends  troops  to  subdue  the  re- 
bellious, ib.  ;  his  death,  154  ;  fune- 
ral solemnities,  ib. 

Gelil  Ben  Geleil  Aben  Luka,  his  mis- 
sion to  the  kiug  of  the  Christians, 
iii.  317. 

Gelula,  conquest  of,  i.  39. 

Germon  Ben  Ilebah,  animates  the  sol- 
diers, iii.  49. 

Geron,  city  of,  surrenders  to  the  Chris- 
tians, i.  248. 

Gerona,  city  of,  taken  bvthe  Moslemah, 
i.  235. 

Gesira  Alandalns,  the  peninsula  of 
Spain,  i.  51. 

Gezira  Xucar,  assault  on  the  fortress  of, 
ii.  371  ;  splendid  residence  of  EI 
Machzumi  at,  iii.  21,  23  ;  siege  of, 
ib. 
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Glinail  Urn  Abdclcafir,  Wall  of  Jnrn, 

(lerrnti-il  niul  tnkdi  (irisuiier,  i.  83U. 

Ginfar  niiuli'  Ciiili  of  Vnloncin,  i.  428. 

Hfi'  Odiiii.iii.llicScviliiiu general, 

i.  ;i'Jl-4ll  ;   his  (l.atli,  .")()'.»." 
("lift,  ma^niliei'iil  one,  |H'.-»ciiliil  to  Ab- 

(Irraliiiinii ,  i.  115. 
Gilfcva  \\-A'\,  an  expcricneuJ  general, 

ii.  90  ;  success  of,  07. 
nines  Vcrcz  «le   llitn,  i.  17. 
(■ioniaii  Abcn  .MarJanis.Wali,  insurrec- 
tion cxritcJ  by,iii.  lOS  ;  lakes  posses- 
sion of  Valencia,  110-111  ;  his  con- 
quests in  Valencia,  110;  his  succes- 
bC3  over  the  Christians,  120  ;  desires 
the  alliance  of  king  .\bcn  Ihul,123  ; 
bcsicpes  Ilisn  Sautaniaria,  12.5  ;  is 
couipcUeJ  to  retire,  ib. ;  encounters 
the  forcesof  king  Gayeuin,  127  ;  de- 
fends Valencia,  128  ;  sucnourssought 
by,  lb.  ;  proposes  terms  for  surren- 
der, ib.;  resigns  the  city  tothcChris- 
liau  kii.g,  129  ;   makes  himself  mas- 
ter of  several  fortresses  in  Mnrcia, 
135  ;     takes    possession    of    l.orea 
and  ("arthagcna,  ib.  ;  his  attempt  on 
Murcia,  1415. 
Gomera,  rebellion  at,  iii.  17  ;  king  Ju- 

zef  proclaimed  at,  19. 
■  mountains    of,  appearance  of  a 

prophet  in  the,  i.  420. 
Gomis,  Don,  occu])ics  the  Alcazar  of 

Xcres,  iii.  150  ;  slain,  155. 
Granada,  conquest  of,  i.  3 ;  books 
belonging  to  the  Moors  of,  4  ;  works 
relative  to  the  history  of,  24  ;  the 
Jews  of,  77  ;  visit  of  Abderahman 
to,  382  ;  sanguinary  battle  on  the 
Vegas  of,  ii.  lUC  ;  letters  of  Aben 
Abed  to  the  king  of,  203  ;  visit  of 
kiugJuzef  to,  297  ;  taken  possession 
of  by  him,  298  ;  prudence  of  the 
AVali  of,  372  ;  bfaiitiliil  situation  of 
the  city,  370  ;  Azala  of  terror,  made 
in  the  mosques  at,  373  ;  rebellion 
in,  430 ;  besieged  by  the  Almo- 
hades,  483  ;  taken  by  the  troops  of 
Abdelmumen,  484  ;  siege  and  cap- 
ture of,  by  .\ben  Ilud,  iii.  91  ;  sub- 
mits to  the  rule  of  YahyeBen  Anasir, 
127  ;  public  works  of  king  Muha- 


niad  Aben   Alahinar  at,   133  ;  im- 
])roveinents  in  the  city  of,  205,  251, 
259;   public  rejoicings  at,  252-253  ; 
cavalier  exiles  from,  312  ;  theC'hris- 
tians  repulsed  at,  335  ;  rebeliiun  in, 
318  ;  relurn  of  king  Ziupiir  to,  358; 
disorders  in,  359  ;    devastations  of 
the  Christians,  in  305,  388;  dismay 
of  the   people   at,  384  ;    revolt  at, 
385  ;  entrance  of  the  (Christians  into, 
with  a  powerful  army,  390  ;    ])rc- 
par.ilions  for  the  defence  of   392  ; 
vigorous  siege  of,  393  ;    conditions 
for  the  surrender  of,  390  ;    entry  of 
the  kings  of  Castillo  into,  401. 
Greece,  the  king  of,  his  brilliant  em- 
bassy to  the  court  of  king  Abderah- 
man, i.  271  ;    sends  envoys  to  that 
monarch,   441 ;     their   magnilicent 
reception,  442. 
Greeks  and  Fcrsiaus,military expedition 

against,  i.  35. 
Green  Island,  or    Palombas,  (Gezira- 
Alahdra),  i.  57-58;    ceded  to  king 
Juzcf,  259  ;  disembareation  of  troops 
at,  262  ;  alluded  to,  292. 
Guadacelito,  battle  of,  iii.  25G. 
Guadalahiad,  river,  course  of,  i.  222. 
Guadalete,  battle  of,  i.  50,  03,  74  ;  iii. 

120. 
Guadalquiver,  river,  course  of,  i.  222. 
Guaditeba  river,  conflict  on  the  banks 

of  the,  iii.  245. 

Guadix,  assembly  of  the  "Walies  in,  ii. 

94  ;  flight  of  king  Muhamad  to,  iii. 

277  ;    given  up  to  the  Cliristians, 

383  ;  disaffection  of  the  inhabitants 

towards  the  strangers,  380. 

Gnaki,  a  phrase  of  asseveration,  i.  59. 

Gudala,  tribe  of,  ii.  205-207  ;  at  war 

with  that  of  Lamtuna,  213. 
Guf,  Hixem's  troops  enter  the  land  of, 

i.  235. 
Guignes,  M.  de,  his  "  History  of  the 

Huns,"  i.  14. 
Gunpowder,  when  used  by  the  Moors, 

iii.  152. 
Guzman,  Don,  appointed  governor  of 
Tarifa,  iii.   194  ;  tragic  fate  of  his 
son,   195 ;  defeated   by  the  king  of 
Granada,  198. 
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H. 

Habib  Beu  Abdelmelic,  i.  184;  grief 
of  the  prince  on  the  death  of,  217- 

Habib,  the  lieuteuant  of  AbJela'/iz,  i. 
74,  82  ;  exclamatiou  of,  87  ;  killed 
in  Barbary,  117. 

Habiba,  daughter  of  Abdallah  Beu 
Yahye, married  to  Abdelmelic,  ii.  12. 

Habus  Ben  Maksam,  king  of  Granada, 
his  death,  ii.  174. 

Habus  Ben  Mascan,  governor  of  Gra- 
nada, ii.  135. 

Habus  of  Sauhaga,  intelligence  com- 
municated by,  ii.  102. 

Hacen  Ben  Yahye,  oath  of  allegiance 
to,  ii.  144  ;  returns  to  his  govern- 
ment, 145 ;  marries  his  cousin, 
Asafia,  ib. ;  assassiuated  by  Naja,  ib. 

Hadgi  Chalfa,  historians  enumerated 
by,  i.  11. 

Hafas  Ben  Walid,  governor  of  Egypt, 
i.  118  ;  deposed,  126. 

Hafila,  general,  killed  and  beheaded,  i. 
222. 

Hafites,  institution  of  the,  ii.  476; 
their  exercises,  ib. ;  recreations  of 
the,  477  ;  include  thirteen  sons  of 
the  king,  ib. 

Hahye  Ben  Hegag,  his  death,  i.  315. 

Hail-storm,  a  terrific  one,  i.  444,  445. 

Hairan,  appointed  governor  of  Al- 
meria,  ii.  77  ;  verses  in  praise  of, 
ib.  ;  his  kindly  disposition,  ib. ;  his 
defence  of  Cordova,  78 ;  wounded, 
ib. ;  concealment  of,  80 ;  escapes 
to  .^Imeria,  82  ;  instigates  Aly  Ben 
Hamud  to  co-operate  with  him,  82  ; 
verses  presented  to,  83  ;  collects  his 
forces  to  oppose  Suleiman,  87 ; 
gives  him  battle,  88  ;  advice  of,  93f^ 
incites  rebellion  against  Aly  Ben 
Hamud,  ib. ;  is  defeated,  96  ;  retires 
to  Jacn,  ib.  ;  takes  the  oath  of  fide- 
lity to  Abderahman  Ben  Muhamad, 
97  ;  appointed  Hagib  by  the  king, 
ib. ;  retreat  of,  98  ;  wounded,  ib. ; 
taken  and  beheaded,  99. 

Halewa,  the  mother  of  Prince  Abde- 
rahman, i.  267. 


Halewa,  a  beautiful  slave,  story  of,  i. 

478. 
Hamed  El  Hamdani,   i.    412;  made 

governor  of  Fez,  413;  beheaded. 414. 
Haraid  Ben  Sobeil,  his  arrival  in  Fei;, 

i.  412,  413. 
Hamim,  the  prophet,    his  preachings 

and  teaciiings,   i.   420 ;    seized  and 

examined,  421  ;    put  to  death  and 

beheaded,  ib. 
HamuMuza  Beu  Othmau,  Prince,  iii. 

221. 
Hanax  Ben  Abdallah  Asenani,  i.  79  ; 

exploits  of,  89. 
Hannibal,  the  African  general,  i.  1. 
Hantala  Beu  Sefuan,  i.  94  ;  appointed 

governor   of    Africa,     118 ;     goes 

forth   aL'ain&t   the    Barbary   rebels, 

119,128;    defeated,   120 ';  alluded 

to,  124  ;  victorious,  129. 
Hariz  Ben  Alhakem,  general,  defeated, 

ii.  156  ;  seeks  refuge  with  the  king 

of    Toledo,    170;    takes    Cordova, 

184 ;    appointed   the  king's  Naib, 

185,  186  ;  delusive  hopes" of,  186  ; 

killed,  187  ;  honours  conferred  ou 

his  son,  ib. 
Harun    Raxid,   caliph,   atrocity  of,  i. 

391. 
Hasan  Ben  Besar,  appointed  cadi  of 

the  cadies,  i.  213. 
Hassan     Ben     Melic    presents     his 

commentary    on   the    Proverbs   of 

Sohal  to  SJuhamad,  ii.  39. 
Hassan  Ben  Naaman,  wall  of  Egypt, 

takes  Carthagena,  i.  46  ;  his  death, 

ib. 
Hawks,  attacks  of,  ii.  84. 
Haxcm  Ben  Abdelaziz,  general,  i.  297. 
Haxem  Ben  Abdelaziz,   Wall  of  Jaen, 

i.  322;  particulars  respecting,  324; 

held  in  great  estimation,  ib.  ;  incurs 

the  resentment  of  Almondhir,  325  ; 

lays  siege  to  Toledo,  326  ;  his  entry 

into  that  city,  327  ;  summoned  be'- 

fore  the  king,  328  ;  accident  to,  ib.; 

beheaded,  329  ;  verses  said  to  have 

been   written    by,    330 ;    his    sons 

imprisoned,  ib. 
Hayun  Ben   Salem,  the  Xecjue,  slain 

and  beheaded,  i.  210. 
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llayuf  of  Hrincsn,  liis  ndHrrM*  to  (he 
Xwiiirs,  i.  lf>7  ;  liii*  drath,  191. 

ilc.'iiis  of  C'lirifttiaii,  d.cftpitati'd  nt  llic 
luiUlc  of  Z;Uiiccn,  niiinilloiis  ainoniU 
of.  ii.  -211. 

lli-nM'iiit,  btraiigc  nppcaraiKT  of  tlio,  i. 

:ni. 

HpImImi,  the  caliph's  grief  on  hcrdcalh, 
i.  97. 

llru'i;l/,  distriit  of,  i.  33,  35. 

lli-.:irn,  coinpiitntion  of  time  from  the, 
1.  3W 

lli-mrsa,  city  of,  i.  127,  135,  118. 

Hinry  111.,  kiiiic  of  Castille,  inter- 
view of  the  king  of  Granada  with, 
iii.  298  ;  reply  to,  300  ;  his  death, 
ib. ;  succeeded  bv  liis  son  Yalive, 
ib. 

llcnry  IV.,  king  of  Castille,  his  march 
on  Granada,  iii.  335  ;  returns  to 
his  dominions,  ib.  ;  takes  Ximcna, 
337  ;  his  truce  with  Abcn  Ismail, 
33(> ;  his  reception  of  Cid  Abu 
Abdallah,  339  ;  his  death,  342. 

Ilcrrcra,  Alcayde,  taken  prisoner,  iii. 
329. 

llijar  Anosar,  or  the  Rock  of  Eagles, 
fortress  of,  besieged,  i.  412,  472 ; 
surrender  of,  473. 

Ilimaro,  meaning  of  the  word,  i.  353. 

llisn  Alfarag,  a  new  city,  founded, 
iii.  53. 

Atarnikes,  fortress  of,  taken  by 

storm,  ii.  5. 

Mahedi,  protracted  siege  of,  ii. 

225. 

Xariz,   defeat  of  the  Christians 

at,  i.  321. 

Iliiem  II.,  error  respecting,  i.  14. 

— ^—  Ben  Abdclmelic,  caliph,  reign  of, 
i.  98;  exhortation  ol,  111;  his 
death  and  character,  120. 

Ben  Adra,  army  under,  i.  192  ; 

supplicates  the  king's  pardon,  193  ; 
agam  rebels  against  his  authority, 
195,  196;  taken  and  beheaded, 
200, 

Ben  ^lubamad.  Alcaide  of  Toledo, 

ii.  119  ;  his  death,  120. 

Ben  Suleiman,  declares  the  new- 
king  a  traitor,  ii.  60  ;  beheaded,  01. 


—  ('alipli,  exhortation  of,  i.  Ill  ; 
his  death,  120;  his  inDrvellous 
wardrobe,  ib. 

Kl  A  tiki,  an  insurgent  leader  at 


Toledo,  i.  282  ;  successes  of,  283  ; 
beheaded,  288. 

El    Motad    BiUah.    proclaimed 

king,  ii.  118  ;  his  reply  to  the  en- 
voys, 119;  urged  to  appear  in  the 
capital,  120;  his  cordial  reception 
at  Cordova,  ib.  ;  visits  (he  hospital, 
schools,  &.C.,  121  ;  changes  efl'ectcd 
by  him,  ib. ;  reduces  to  obedience 
the  refractory  walics,  122  ;  nego- 
tiates with  them,  124;  his  state 
weakened  by  disunion,  ib. ;  advice  of 
his  vizier  to,  125  ;  rebellion  of  his 
people,  ib.  ;  retires  to  the  fortress 
of  llisn  Abi  Xarif,  ib. ;  his  poets 
accompany  him,  ib. ;  his  death,  126 ; 
the  last  of  the  Omeyan  sovereigns, 
ib. ;  rejection  of  a  pretender  to  his 
throne,  ib. 

King,  invention  in  reference  to, 

ii.  142. 

Prince,  son  of  Abderahman,  i. 

212;  grief  of,  217;  oath  of  alle- 
giance taken  to,  224 ;  proclaimed 
king,  226  ;  his  personal  appearance, 
ib. ;  resentment  of  his  brothers 
against,  ib. ;  repairs  to  Cordova, 
227 ;  his  reply  to  his  vizier,  228  ; 
traitorous  compact  between  his 
brothers,  ib.  ;  his  letter  of  remon- 
strance to  Suleiman,  ib.  ;  heads  the 
troops  and  departs  for  Toledo,  229  ; 
successes  of,  230 ;  submission  of 
Abdallah  to,  232  ;  his  advice  to  his 
son,  233  ;  causes  the  Algihed,  or 
Holy  War,  to  be  proehnmed  through- 
out Spain,  234 ;  his  array  enter.s 
the  land  of  Guf,  235  ;  success  of  his 
arms  in  the  east  of  Spain  and  in 
France,  ib. ;  character  of,  236 ; 
buildings  erected  by  him,  ib. ;  works 
performed  by  him,  237  ;  verses  by, 
238;  prediction  relative  to,  239, 
appoints  his  son,  Alhakeni,  his  suc- 
cessor, 240  ;  his  death,  ib.  ;  his  good 
counsels  to  his  son,  ib. ;  his  funeral, 
242. 
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Prinoe,  oath  of  allegiance  to,  as 

heir  to  the  crown,  i.  481,  493  ;  his 
education  under  learned  masters, 
487 ;  proclaimed  king,  493  ;  his 
pleasures  and  recreations,  495  ;  his 
secluded  life,ii.  2;  gardens  presented 
by,  to  his  Hagib,  Almanzor,  12;  pro- 
claimed sovereign  at  Fez,  14  ;  ])laces 
the  government  in  the  hands  of 
Abdelmelie,  45  ;  his  permission  to 
Christian  exiles,  50  ;  appoints  the 
brother  of  Abdelmelie,  Hagib,  53  ; 
seizure  of  his  person  by  his  cousin, 
Muhamad  Ben  Hixem,  56;  proposed 
assassination  of,  59  ;  his  supposed 
death,  ib. ;  his  existence  revealed  to 
Suleiman,  65  ;  excitement  at  Cor- 
doTa  on  his  reappearance,  70  ;  joy- 
ously welcomed,  ib. ;  orders  Muha- 
mad to  be  beheaded,  ib. ;  eternal 
hatred  vowed  to,  72  ;  murmurs 
against,  74  ;  letters  written  by,  76  ; 
orders  his  Hagib  to  be  beheaded,  77  ; 
uncertainty  as  to  his  fate,  80 ; 
wrongs  of,  82. 

Hodaifa,  Ameer  of  Spain,  i.  102. 

Iiomaidi  of  Cordova,  i.  21  ;  chronicle 
written  by,  23  ;  statement  of,  263. 

Homiare,  worshin  of  the  tribe  of,  i. 
31. 

Howara,  Sultana,  delivered  of  a  son,  i. 
]  82 ;  persuasions  of,  224. 

Huelma,  taken  by  the  Christians,  iii. 
326. 

Huesca,  city  of,  surrenders  to  Calib 
Ben  Hafsun,  i.  325.;  siege  of,  ii. 
289 ;  taken  by  the  Christians,  iii. 
324. 

Hurricane,  a  fierce  one  in  Spain  and 
Africa,  i.  467. 

Husam  I5eu  Abdelmelie,  governor  of 
Cordova,  i.  178 ;  flight  of,  179. 

Ben  Dhirar  defeats  the  Barbary 

rebels,  i.  129 ;  elected  Ameer  of 
Spain,  130 ;  captures  the  Moorish 
general,  Thaalaba  Beu  Salema,  131; 
his  line  of  policy,  132;  imprison- 
ment of,  137  ;  rescued  by  Aben 
Cotan,  138  ;  killed,  140. 

El  Ocaili,  cousin  of  Samail  Ben 

Halim,  i.  181. 


Husein  El  Abdari,  insurrection  of,  i. 

212  ;  taken  and  beheaded,  ib. 
Ocaili,  a  Yemani  general,  i.  157, 

159. 
Huzam  Ben  Gehwar,  advice  of,  ii.  124. 
Huzeil  of  Granada,  rare  work  by,  i.  25. 


I. 


Iban,  prince,  education  of,  i.  272. 
Ibrahim  Aben  Hamusek,  oflended   by 

Muhamad  Aben  Sad,  iii.  23 ;    his 

death,  28. 
Abu  Ishak,  proclaimed  sovereign 

of  Morocco,  ii.  443  ;  opposed  by  his 

uncle,  ib.  ;  capture  of  his  city,  453  ; 

im])lores  the  conqueror  to  spare  his 

life,  ib.  ;  put  to  death,  454. 
Ibrahim    Ben  Ahmed,    his    death,  i. 

368. 
Ben  Ahmed,  atrocities  perpetrated 

by,  i.  402  ;  proclaims  his  son,  Ab- 

dallah,  his  successor,  ib. 

Ben  Alhegag,  takenand  beheaded. 


i.  353. 

— Ben  Edris,  poems  by,  ii.  24,  43  ; 
banished,  ib. 

Ben  Harun,  cadi  of  the  Aljama, 


i.  355. 

—  Ben  Hegag,  atrocities  committed 
by,  i.  344. 

Ben  Hikel,  his  death,  i.  431. 

—  Ben  Ismail,  an  Almoravide  leader, 
ii.  303. 

—  Ben  Iza,  his  death,  i.  354. 
Ben  Muslema,  i.  311. 

Ben  Nazor,  a  learned  Mufti,  ii. 

18. 


Ben  Nesar,  cadi  of  the  Aljama, 
demise  of,  i.  350. 
—  Caliph,    reign   of,    i.    134 ;    his 


death,  136,  137,  148. 

El  Moredi,  his  death,  i.  421. 

Muliaraad,  a  preacher  and  poet, 

ii.  23. 
son  of  Abu  Olhman  Said,  incites 

the  Christians  to   make  war  upon 

the  Moslemah,  iii.  240. 
— —  the    wicked,  reign   of,    i.    399 ; 

court  of,  400. 
Idols,  seven  silver  ones,  i.  80. 
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Impostor  from  Africa  nrrivM  \r  Spam, 
i.  .'IH3  ;  cast  into  prisuu,  334  ;  ini- 
palfd,  ib. 

Infaiitrv,  unsalisfactory  conduct  of  the, 

ill.  -.m. 

Inquisitiou  at  Si'ville,  iii.  3'J8. 

lolant,  wife  of  kinp  Alfonso,  lirr letters 

to  the    kiiii;  of  Granatin,   iii.   100; 

her  rcque-it  to  that  monarch,  172. 
Un  Hen  Abi   .\l."i,  governor  of  E;;jpt, 

i.  12C.. 
Uen  Ulnar,  a  learned  Alfnqni,  dies 

at  Toledo,  i.  L'77  ;  character  of  27H. 
Hen    I.ebonn,  general,  appointed 


s;ovcrnor  of  Valencia,  ii.  172. 
hallnin  ("oraib,  Almehcdi,  impaled,  ii. 

47y,  481 ;    his  two   brothers  take 

Morocco  by  surprise,  ib. 
l.^hae  Ben  ,\bderahman,  his  death,  i. 

415. 

Hen  Dhezame,  demise  of,  i.  370. 

Hcu  Ibrahim,  admiral  of  thelleet, 

i.  411. 

Ben  Ibrahim,  the  kim^'s  general, 

i.  300  ;  victories  pained  by,  343  ; 
defeated,  3S1  ,  his  death,  383. 

Ben    Otman,   his    wisdom    and 

,   prudence,  ii.  329. 

¥A  Ocaili,  report  relative  to,  i. 

350. 

Isidore  of  Beja,  chronicle  of,  i.  7  ; 
exaggerations  of,  ib. 

Islam,  or  the  faith,  i.  29 ;  origin  of, 
33. 

Ismail  Aben  Abed,  his  hospitality,  ii. 
117.  131. 

Ben  Badre,  his  death,   i.  381 ; 

elegant  verses  by,  459. 

Hen  Boxair,  his  death,  i.  379. 

Beu  Casim,  invited  by  the  king 

to  instruct  his  son,  i.  433. 

Ben  Dylnun,  an  illustrious  gene- 
ral, ii.  138  ;  his  contemptuous  reply 
to  the  king,  139. 

Ben  Dylnoun,    king  of  Toledo, 

defeats  iluhamad,  king  of  Cordova, 
ii.  165  ;  troops  of,  167  ;  his  recep- 
tion of  Hariz  Ben  Alhakem,  170; 
sends  an  army  against  the  lord  of 
Azahila,  178;  successes  of,  180, 
182;  returns  to  Toledo,  ib.;    sur- 


prises his  CDcmics  in  Cordova;  184  ; 
innlady  of,  185;  declares  his  son, 
Yaiiye,  his  successor,  ib.  ;  his  death, 
ISO. 

Ben   Ferag,  accession  of,  to  the 

throne  of  (irannda,  iii.  223  ;  u 
zealous  follower  of  the  law,  225  ; 
his  troops  defeated,  220;  besieges 
Gebal  Taric,  227  ;  his  address  to 
his  generals,  229  ;  defeats  the  Chris- 
tians, ib. ;  truce  granted  by,  230  ; 
his  contjucsi  of  Baza,  231  ;  and  of 
iMediii;i  Martos,  ib.  ;  act  of  I  ranuy 
of,  232  ;  assassinated  by  his  tonsiu, 
233  ;  inscription  on  his  tomb,  235  ; 
his  sons  and  viziers,  230  ;  his  im- 
provements in  Granada,  237. 

Prince,    conspires    against    his 

brother,  ii.  275  ;  proclaimed  king, 
277  ;  seeks  the  favotir  of  the  king 
of  Castille,  ib ;  effeminate  cha- 
racter of,  279 ;  influence  of  Abu 
Said  over  him,  280 ;  his  secretary 
and  cadies,  ib. ;  Abu  Said  rebels 
against,  287  ;  defeated  by  the  rebels, 
ib. ;  assassinated,  382. 

Ben  Omeya,  his  death,  i.  370. 

Isu  Ben  Abdallah  El  TowaiJ,  general, 

i.  CO,  81. 
Ivica,  subjection  of,  by  king  Juzef,  ii. 

320. 
Iza  Ahmed  Ben  Muhamad,  statements 

of,  i.  324,  328. 

Ben  Ahmed  Bazif,  his  history  of 

Spaiu,  i.  10  ;  statement  of,  257. 

Ben  Alhassan,   takes  possession 

of  Gebaltaric,  iii.  275  ;  put  to  death, 
276. 

Iza  Ben  Said,  appointed  governor  of 
Fez,  ii.  3. 


Jacinto,  the  king's  attendant,  i.  265. 

Jacilb,  prince,  son  of  Abderahman, 
education  of,  i.  277;  trust  confided 
to,  291. 

,  the  kins's  brother,  charge  con- 
fided to,  i.  332. 

Jadoc  Ben  Jali,  slain,  ii.  22. 

Jaen,  escape  of  Muhamad  to  the  moun- 
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tains  of,  i.  217  ;  the  rebel  forces 
near,  218  ;  enlry  of  Abderahman 
into  the  city  of,  378 ;  taken  by 
Asomar,  381 ;  siege  of,  ib. ;  ii.  301  ; 
iii.  136;  defeat  of  the  Christians 
at,  86;  taken,  116;  supplies 
sent  to,  136 ;  which,  however,  do 
not  reach  their  destination,  ib.  ; 
incursions  of  the  Moslemah  in,  177, 
336. 

Jaen,  the  "Wali  of,  proclaimed  king  of 
Spain,  ii.  97. 

Jakob  Aben  Juzef,  accession  of,  iii.  35  ; 
his  personal  appearance  and  habits, 
ib. ;  his  sons  and  Viziers,  ib. ;  pro- 
claimed sovereign,  ib.  ;  oath  of  alle- 
giance to,  36  ;  benevolent  acts  of, 
ib.  ;  inspects  bis  dominions,  ib. ;  his 
wisdom  and  prudence,  ib. ;  salutary 
regulations  of,  37  ;  suspects  two  of 
his  brothers,  38  ;  marches  against 
the  rebels,  ib. ;  takes  Cafisa,  ib. ;  his 
successful  campaignin  Almagreb,ib. ; 
proceeds  to  Spain  and  defeats  the 
Christians,  39  ;  his  commands  to 
his  generals  in  Andalusia,  40  ;  ma- 
lady of,  ib. :  his  second  campaign  in 
Spain,  41  ;  insulting  letter  of  the 
king  of  the  Christians  to,  ib. ;  com- 
mands it  to  be  read  to  his  army,  42  ; 
reply  of  his  son  to  it,  ib. ;  great 
jireparations  made  by,  ib. ;  passes 
with  his  army  into  Spain,  43  ;  his 
march  to  Medina  Alarca,  44  ;  coun- 
cil of  war  held  by,  ib. ;  his  address 
to  the  Andalusians,  43  ;  their  reply 
to  him,  ib.  ;  requests  the  advice  of 
Abu  Abdallah  Ben  Senanid,  ib. ;  re- 
ply of  that  general  to  him,  ib. ;  ap- 
proves his  advice,  47  ;  prayer  of, 
ib.  ;  i-elates  his  dream,  ib. ;  arranges 
his  order  of  battle,  48  :  the  Chris- 
tians advance  to  meet  him,  50  ;  takes 
part  in  the  conflict,  52  ;  dismay  of 
Alfonso  at  his  presence,  ib.  :  storms 
and  takes  the  fortress,  53  ;  sets  his 
prisoners  at  liberty,  ib.  ;  sends  an 
account  of  his  great  victory  to  all 
parts  of  his  dominions,  ib.  ;  his  suc- 
cessful incursions  into  the  Christian 
territories,  54 ;  repairs  to  Seville, 
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ib.  ;  pleased  with  the  public  works 
at  Morocco,  50  ;  causes  the  oath  of 
allegiance  to  be  taken  to  his  son,  ib.  ; 
admits  the  prince  to  share  his  go- 
vernment, ib.  ;  his  increasing  illness, 
57  ;  three  things  on  his  conscience, 
ib. ;  his  death,  ib. 

Jaleh  Ben  Amran,   forces  under,   ii. 
■  228. 

Jali  Ben  Ahmed,  his  death,  ii.  48. 

Jerusalem,  the  Aljama  of,  compared  to 
that  of  Cordova,  i.  449. 

Jews  in  Spain,  excitement  among  the, 
i.  101;  confiscation  of  their  property, 
ib. 

of  Lucena,  intimation  to,  ii.  326  ; 

indulgence  granted  them,  ib. 

Jczid  Ben  Abdelmelic,  Caliph,  empire 
of,  i.  93  ;  his  death,  97  ;  particulars 
relative  to  it,  ib. 

Ben  Abi  Muslema,  governor  of 

Africa,  i.  92. 

Ben  Abi    Sofian,    appointed  to 


command  the  jirab  troops,  i.  36. 
Ben  Hatim,  Wali  of  Africa,  i. 


397. 


—  Ben  Mahlabi,  appointed  governor 
in  place  of  Coteiba,  i.  85  ;  rebellion 
of,  93  ;  his  death,  ib. 

Ben  Walid,  proclaimed    Caliph, 

i.  126  ;  cruelty  of,  ib. ;  insurrections 
against,   1 27 ;    dies  of  the  plague, 
128  ;  succeeded  by  his  brother,  Ibra- 
him, 134. 
-,  Caliph,  order  of,  i.  42. 


John,  king,  his  reception  of  the  Grana- 
diau  exiles,  iii.  312;  ambassadors 
sent  by  king  Muhamad  to,  315  ; 
demands  of,  refused,  316  ;  writes  to 
the  king  of  Tunis,  ib. ;  rich  presents 
sent  to,  334  ;  his  death,  ib. 

Juan,  prince  of  Castille,  seeks  refuge 
with  the  king  of  Morocco,  iii.  194  ; 
lays  siege  to  Tarifa,  ib. 

Juir,  Abu,  statement  of,  ii.  339. 

Juliau,  the  Christian,  his  advice  to  Ta- 
ric,  i.  61. 

Juma,  the  day  of  victims,  i.  176-177. 

Jusef  Ben  Monkefaid,  the  rebel,  be- 
headed, iii.  19. 

Justice,  administration  of,  i.  114. 
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.'  i;>iil  VbiiAnicr.VliiiiiUmicn.iinicliuiii- 
cil  kiiipof  Sarni;i)>>.i,  ii.  \\K\  ;  viiKmr 
:i!iil  anloiir  of,  il). ;   liis  ilcalii,  I'.'S, 

Hi'ii  Aiiirii,  tlic  new  Alcaulu  of 

'I'lilcin,  lii»  violence  nml  cruelty,  i. 
2'1'J  :  taken  prisoner,  ^'jO  ;  ransuni- 
ctl,  ib.  ;  sLMit  to  tlie  frontier,  ib. 

Hen  Jinlh,  reported  ileulli  of,  i. 

:.'37. 

Bcu  linnuiJ,  Cadi  of  Cebta,  ii. 

81. 

Hen  llarun,  a  most  learned  raan, 

i.  177  ;  story  related  by,  ib. 

Hen  Omar  El  Tzakifi,  governor 

of  Irak,  i.  117. 

Hen  Taxlin,  prince  of  the  Almo- 

ravidcs,  proposition  I'clative  to,  ii. 
204  ;  invitation  to,  ib. ;  Caliphate 
of,  '2l'S;  his  oriiiin,  214  ;  personal 
appearance  and  character  of,  ib  ;  vast 
extent  of  his  empire,  215;  his  wis- 
don>  and  economy,  ib. ;  events  in 
liis  life,  21G  ;  his  attention  to  the 
progress  of  the  new  city,  217;  re- 
duces to  obedience  the  laud  of  Al- 
jnapreb,  218  ;  slaves  purchased  by, 
ib. ;  proceeds  with  a  vast  army  to 
I'ez,  219 ;  siihjuiatps  the  hostile 
tribes,  220 ;  fame  of  his  exploits, 
ib. ;  his  interview  with  Abu  Hekir, 
221 ;  his  nia^nilicent  present  to  his 
cousin,  222 ;  takes  Velad  Gomara 
by  storm,  223  ;  his  troops  defealed, 
225  ;  reduces  districts  to  submission, 
ib. ;  storms  and  takes  Tcz,  ib.  ;  ef.,. 
fects  great  changes  in  that  city,  22G  ; 
continued  conquests  of,  227-229 ; 
his  alliance  with  the  king  of  Seville, 
22S  ;  his  conquest  of  Tani^iers,  ib. ; 
and  of  Medina  Telenzen,22y  ;  effects 
a  chanpte  in  the  coinage,  ib. ;  returns 
to  Morocco,  ib. ;  invited  by  the 
AmecrsofSpaintoassift  them  against 
kins;  Alfonso,  232  ;  invites  the  Ca- 
blias  to  his  court,  233;  titles  adopt- 
ed by,  235  ;  pressinff  letter  of  the 
king  of  Algarve  to,  239  ;  the  king 
of  Seville's  proposition  respectini;, 
249  ;  letters  of  Aben  Abed  to,  251- 
233  :  asks  the  advice  of  his  kinsmen, 
and  Xeqaes,  256  ;  confers  with  his 


Alchatib,  257;  reply  of  Iho  laUcr 
to,  ib.  ;  cession  of  the  Green  island 
to,  259  ;  his  rec(r|jtion  of  the  king 
of  Seville,  2li0  ;  armameiil  prepared 
by,  201  ;  disembarks  on  llie  Green 
island,  2(i2;  proceeds  to  Seville,  2()3; 
his  march  to  Medina  Artuxa,  205  ; 
letter  to  Alfonso,  said  to  have  been 
written  by,  209  ;  crafty  letter  of  the 
latter  to,  270  ;  vigilance  of,  271  ; 
verses  oi"  the  king  of  Seville  sent  to, 
272  ;  animates  the  soldiers,  ib. ; 
reinforcements  sent  by,  273  ;  pene- 
trates to  the  camp  of  his  enemy, 
271  ;  exhorts  the  Moslemah  to  re- 
main lirm,  ib. ;  his  intrepidity,  275  ; 
totally  defeats  king  Alfonso,  ib.  ; 
title  assumed  by,  278 ;  account  of 
his  great  victory,  ib. ;  returns  to 
Africa,  285  ;  his  tour  of  inspection 
through  the  land  of  Almagreb,  287  ; 
letters  of  Aben  Abed  to,  290  ;  visi- 
ted by  tacking  of  Seville,  291  ;  pro- 
mises to  pass  into  Spain  to  oppose 
the  Cliristians,  ib. ;  again  lauds  on 
the  Green  island,  292  ;  his  com- 
mands to  the  Spanish  rulers,  ib. ; 
his  diiTorences  witli  his  allies,  293  ; 
his  return  to  Africa,  295  ;  ambitions 
designs  of,  290  ;  lays  siege  to  Tole- 
do, ib. ;  visits  Abdullah  Hen  Balkiii 
at  Granada,  297  ;  takes  possessiou 
of  that  city,  and  sends  the  king  pri- 
soner to  Africa,  29S  ;  refuses  to 
receive  the  ambassadors  of  Seville 
and  Badajoz,  ib.  ;  detains  prince 
Oveidallah  as  hostage,  ib. ;  proceeds 
to  Morocco,  299  ;  orders  the  troops 
at  Cebta  to  embark  for  Spain,  ib. ; 
sends  the  king  of  Seville  prisoner  to 
Agmat,  305  ;  letter  of  the  king  of 
Saragossa  to,  312  ;  his  reply,  ib. ; 
presents  to  him,  ib. ;  aids  the  king 
of  Saragossa  against  the  Christians, 
314  ;  proceeds  to  Spain  with  two  of 
his  sons  to  visit  his  new  dominions, 
322  ;  declares  his  son,  prince  Aly, 
his  successor,  323  ;  solemn  exhor- 
tation to  him,  325  ;  his  intimatioa 
to  the  Jews  of  Lucena,  320  ;  his 
death  at   Morocco,   ib. ;    reiga  of. 
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327  ;  liis  commands  to  his  son,  ib. ; 
his  funeral,  ib. ;  iuscriptiou  round 
his  coins,  328. 

.Tusuf,  prince,  ordered  by  his  bro- 
ther to  be  put  to  death,  iii.  302 ; 
his  extraordinary  coolness,  303  ; 
jiroclaiiued  king  of  Granada,  ib. ; 
his  public  entry  into  the  capital, 
ib. ;  sends  an  ambassador  to  the 
Hna;  of  the  Christians,  304 ;  his 
treaty  of  peace  with  that  monarch, 
ib. ;  his  futile  attempts  to  re- 
new it,  ib. ;  act  of  treacher}^  re- 
fused by,  307  ;  his  treaty  of  peace 
with  the  king  of  Castille,  308 ; 
friendly  offices  of,  ib. ;  universally 
beloved,  ib. ;  his  death,  309 ;  ac- 
cession of  his  son,  Muhamad  Ben. 
Juzef,  ib.  ;  his  funeral  obsequies,  ib. 

El  Fehri,  command  of,  i.  7. 

■    El    Fehri,    elected    Ameer   of 

Spain,  i.  142  ;  sketch  of  his  govern- 
ment, 143  ;  his  upright  conduct, 
154;  seditious  machinations  against, 
155  ;  Saragossa  surrenders  to,  171 ; 
atrocities  of,  172  ;  dismay  of,  ib. ; 
indignation  of,  174  ;  the  war 
against  him,  ib.  ;  defeat  and  flight 
of,  177  ;  compact  made  with,  179  ; 
again  defeated  by  Abdcrahman,  180  ; 
amnesty  granted  to,  181  ;  iusurrec- 
tiou  of,  185  ;  killed  in  battle,  186  ; 
flight  of  his  son  from  prison,  215. 

Juzef  Aben  Alahmar,  conspires  to 
dethrone  the  kiug  of  Granada,  iii. 
317 ;  sends  a  messenger  to  the 
Christian  king,  ib. ;  his  interview 
■with  that  monarch,  318  ;  pro- 
claimed king  of  Granada,  320  ; 
his  improved  prospects,  ib, ;  ac- 
knowledges the  sovereignty  of  the 
king  of  Castille,  ib. ;  successes  of, 
321 ;  his  entrance  into  Granada, 
322  ;  oath  of  allegiance  to,  ib. ; 
his  letter  to  the  king  of  Castille, 
ib. ;  his  death,  323. 

— —  Aben  Tomiia,  his  mission  to  the 
Christian  camp,  iii.  3'J9  ;  charge 
assigned  to,  400  ;  reply  of  king  Ab- 
dallah  to,  102  ;  his  proposition  to 
the  king  of  Castille,  ib. 


Jusef  Aben  Zeragli,  Cadi  of  Granada, 
iii.  310  ;  compelled  to  leave  the 
city,  311  ;  his  report  to  king  John, 
312  ;  restored  to  favour,  315  ;  slain 
in  battle,  321. 

Ben  Ismail,  brother  of  IMuha- 

mad,  proclaimed  king  of  Granada, 
iii.  248  ;  oath  of  allegiance  taken 
to  him,  249  ;  his  pursuits  and  ac- 
quirements, ib. ;  treaties  of  peace 
concluded  by,  ib.  ;  ])iiblic  works  c,f, 
251,  269  ;  visits  the  king  of  Eez, 
253 ;  lays  siege  to  Tarifa,  254  ; 
defeats  sustained  by,  256 ;  hastcus 
to  the  succour  of  Algezira  Alhadi'a, 
258;  enters  into  a  truce  with  the 
king  of  the  CJhristians,  260 ;  his 
regulations  fur  religious  worshij), 
261  ;  ordinances  of,  203  ;  internal 
polity  of,  267 ;  his  relations  with 
other  sovereigns,  270  ;  leads  his 
forces  against  Honda,  271  ;  mur- 
dered in  the  mosque,  272  :  funeral 
of,  ib. ;  epitaph  on,  ib. ;  summary 
of  his  character,  273. 

K. 

Kabilas,  or  Tribes,  i.  30,  49,  119. 
Kaxiefcs,  duties  of  the,  i.  114. 
Keuisa-Rebina,  a  countrv-house  near 

Seville,  i.  88. 
Kethira,  a  beautiful  Alaraba,  i.  238. 
Kinza,  a  favourite  slave,  i.  393. 
Koran,  precepts  of  the,'i.  333. 


Ladies,  learned  ones,  i.  483-484. 

Lamtuna,  tribe  of,  ii.  205  ;  their  vic- 
tory over  tlie  hill-people,  209  , 
their  war  with  the  Cabila  of  Gudula, 
213. 

Learning  and  Learned  Men,  i.  483. 

Leila,  taken  by  storm,  ii.  481  ;  the 
inhabitants  put  to  death,  482. 

JjCo  Africanus,  at  Algiers,  i.  4. 

Leon,  city  of,  taken,  ii.  49. 

Lerida,  defeat  of  the  Christians  at,  ii. 
47._ 

Leyonis,  the  Christians  retire  from,  i. 
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r>00;  W^iri^fil  by  tlic  TTnu'ib  ATulm- 

nijul,  oil) ;  tlic  city  f-mkcJ,  ib. 
l.iblii,  fortress  of,  taken  ii.  411 ;  sicj^c 

of,  rnii^rd,  '115. 
I.il)vn,  (!('|iiitnlinu   from,  to  tlic  AViili 

llaxciii,  i.  :i28. 
l.ion,  riirious  nnccdotc  of  n,  ii.  •t7I>. 
Li/.iii-K(lin  Hcii  Aldintib  Asnlcinini, 

writini;s  of,  i.  25. 
l.ohin  Hen  ^Iiizn,  di.smisscJ  from  office, 

i.  2«0. 
l,(icu>t>',  jdnguc  of,  ii.  14. 
l.oirr,  river,   drradfiil   conflict  on  the 

banks  of  llie,  i.  110. 
i-orca,  b.itde  on  the  jdains  of,  i.  232  ; 

snbmits  to  tlic  Chrislian  kinir,  iii- 

130  ;  defeat  of  the  .AIo.sleniair332. 
Loja,    batfic   of,    i.   74,    180;    Abca 

Abed  takes  refuge  in,  ii.  280. 
Lup,  pnncninarv  conflict  on  the  field  of, 

ii.  13y. 
Lusitania,  visit  of  Abderahman  to,  i. 

221  ;  execution  of  rebels  in,  338. 
L^Tena,  defeat  of  the  Christians  near, 
'ii.  374. 

M. 

Maai  Ben  Ismail,  his  expedition  io 
Almagreb,  i.  451  ;  the  head  of  El 
Yaferina  sent  to,  ib. ;  enters  Cairo, 
471 ;  proclaimed  in  various  towns, 
ib. 

Placer,  an  Alime,  proposition  of,  iii. 
3G0  ;  his  address  to  the  nmltitude, 
301. 

^facsura,  a  tribune  or  grallerv',  ii.  2. 

Madrid,  manuscripts  in  the  public 
library  of,  i.  20. 

^ifadrisas,  or  public  schools,  endowment 
of,  i.  274. 

Maestro  Muhamed,  book  believed  to 
have  been  translated  by,  i.  9. 

^lajiogcs,  the  Anib  name  for  the  Nor- 
mans, i.  290-292  ;  tlieir  return  to 
tlie  coast  of  Spain,  299  ;  deraonstra- 
tPons  of,  ib. 

^lahedi,  sii:nifics  a  guide  or  director  of 
men,  i.  404. 

JIahedia,  city  of,  built,  i.  409  ;  entry 


of  flewhnr  iiilo,  452;  sic:j;e  of,  ii. 
491  ;  liikeii.  ib.  ;  brsiegcil  by  \lii- 
hainud  Abdaliah,  iii.  59  ;  the  capitu- 
lation of,  00. 

Mahomet,  i.  30  ;  born  at  Mecca,  33  ; 
liis  I'ollowci's,  34  ;   his  dealli,  35. 

MiiliraLjian,  runeral,  his  victory  over 
tlic  ('liristiaiis,  iii.  229. 

Majorca,  conoucst  of  the  island  of,  iii. 
(51  ;  taken  by  the  Christians,  114. 

I^Iaksnra,  or  moveable  eiibiiiet,  con- 
structed, ii.  405  ;  lilies  on  ihc  occa- 
sion, 400. 

Malaga,  city  of,  i.  02  ;  taken  by  sur- 
prise, ii.  140 ;  war  on,  191;  death 
of  the  kiup  of,  ib. ;  taken  possession 
of,  by  tiie  kiiiRof  Moroc(-o,  iii.  191  ; 
sumptuous  Alcazar  built  near,  251  ; 
irruj)tions  of  theChristians  into,  351 . 

IMalre,  anecdote  of,  i.  277;  his  death, ib. 

Ikn  Auas,  doctrines  of,  i.  259. 

:\Ian  Ben  Ategibi,  Wali,  ii.  137. 

Manser,  sou  of  Alman  Ben  Zciri,  ii. 
40,  51-53. 

Mansar  Ben  Balkin,  lord  of  Tunis,  ii. 
15. 

Billah,  tlie  Fatcmitc,  his  death, 

i.  445. 

Manuel,  Don,  brother  of  king  Al- 
phonso,  inaiTicd  to  a  daughter  ot" 
king  Gacuin,  iii.  100. 

Manxur,  or  passport,  i.  86. 

Manzor,  ofiSanhaga,  incursions  of,  ii. 
103  ;  gives  battle  to  Abderahman, 
100  ;  entrenches  himself  in  Granada, 
107. 

!Maqueda,  sanguinary  battle  near,  ii.  73. 

Marbalia,  taken  bv  the  Christians,  iii. 
308. 

IMariaua,  a  noble  woman,  i.  394. 

Marigny,  M.  de,  his  "  History  of  the 
Arabs,"  i.  15. 

Maron,  a  youth  related  to  the  king, 
his  love  of  a  beautiful  slave;  i.  501  ; 
kills  his  father,  502  ;  sentence  on, 
ib.  ;  love-songs  written  by,  ib. ;  set 
at  liberty,  ii.  25. 

Mart  OS,  besieged  by  king  Maharaad, 
130. 

Masarauda,  tribe  of,  ii.  357. 
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MasJeu,  a  Spanish  writer,  i.  15. 
Matruk,  statemeuis  of,  iii.  16,  34. 
Maun  Alaliuas,  lord  of  Almcria,  liis 

death,   ii.   158  ;    succeeded  by  his 

son,  ib. 
jVrauritauia,  conquests  of  Muzain,  i.  47. 
IMauro,   vizier,    machinations   of,   iii. 

281-284. 
!Maysor,  El  Feti,  General,  lays  siege 

to    Fez,    i.    414 ;     takes    Ahmed 

prisoner,  ib. 
^lecca,  calamities  at,  i.  315. 
Medina  Azahra,  foundation  of  the  city 

of,  i.  419  ;  splendid  mosque  at,  ib. ; 

palace  of  king  Abdcrahman  at,  45C  ; 

sanguinary  conflict  at,  ii,  184. 
Balba,  atrocities  committed   by 

the  Christiaos  in,  iii.  118. 
Baza,  siea;e  of,  ii.  371 ; 


defeat  of 

the  Christians  before,  iii.  79  ;  entry 
of  king  Abulola  Edris  into,  90 ;  Cid 
Yahye  marches  to  the  defence  of, 
379 ;  treaty  for  the  surrender  of, 
381 ;  given  up  to  theChvistians,3S3. 

Cauria,  siege  of,  ii.  241  ;  strong 

castle  in,  ib. 

Ecija,  siege  of,  iii.  177- 

Elvira,  battle  of,  i.  340. 

Fez,  public  works  at,  iii.  Gl. 

Fraga,  siege  of,  ii.  404. 

Jaen,  taken  by  the  Almohades, 

ii.  470. 

Loxa,  repulse  of  the  Christians 

at,  iii.  347,  350  ;  its  perilous  situa- 
tion, 349  ;  besieged,  366  -,  king 
Zaquir  marches  to  the  relief  of,  369  ; 
surrendered  to  the  Christians,  370. 

Lucena,  expedition  against,  iii. 

353;  siegeof  that  city,  354  ;  defeat 
of  the  Moslemah  at,  355. 

Malaga,  baauliful  situation  of  the 

city,  iii.  373  ;  besieged  by  the  Chris- 
tians, 374  ;  fall  of,  375  ;  plunder  of 
its  inhabitants,  ib. 

Martos,  conquest  of,  iii.  231. 

Narbona   (Narbonne),  arrival  of 

IMuza  at,  i.  80. 

Konda,  besieged  by  the  Chris- 
tians, iii.  366  ;  capitulation  of  that 
city,  307. 


Medina  Sale,  march  of  Abdelmumeu 
from,  to  Tunis,  ii.  488. 

—  Segovia,  the  Aljama  at,  restored , 
i.  454; 

Sidonia,  duke  of,  takes  Gibraltar, 

iii.  337. 

Talbira,  taken  by  storm,  ii.  338. 

Talca,  desperate  battle  at,  ii.  91. 

Teba,  surrenders  to  the  Chris- 
tians, iii.  245. 

Teleuceu,  city  of,  i.  413  ;  con- 
quest of,  ii.  229. 

Tunis,  advance  of  the  MoslemaJi 

upon,  i.  447  ;  submission  of,  448  ; 
money  exacted  from  the  inhabitants, 
ib. 

TJbeda,  surrenders  to  the  Chris- 
tians,, ifi.  121. 

Yatrib,  retirement  of  Mahomet 

to,  i.'  34  ;  immense  assembly  of 
troops  at,  36. 

Zamora,   the   Christians  driven 

out  of,  i.  258  ;  taken  by  storm,  465. 

-——  Zelini,  sepulchre  of  the  aged 
Muhamad  at,  ii.  43. 

Meckinsca,  the  suburbs  of,  destroyed 
by  fire,  i.  372  ;  siege  of,  ii.  446  ; 
razed  to  the  ground,  468  ;  its  con- 
quest by  Abu  Bekar  Yahye,  iii.  99. 

Meknesi,  advances  against  king  Abdc- 
rahman, i.  200  ;  incursions  of,  203  ; 
war  against,  204  ;  successes  of,  206  ; 
Ms  entry  into  Seville,  207  ;  eva- 
cuates the  city,  209  ;  killed  and 
beheaded,  210. 

Mclik  Ben  AVahib,  his  advice  to  the 
king,  ii.  352. 

ileraudi,  his  work  "  The  Golden  Jilea- 
dows,"  i.  24. 

Merchandise,  new  lax  levied  on,  i.  260. 

Merg-Rahita,  verses  in  reference  to  the 
battle  of,  i.  100  ;  battle  of,  described, 
176-177.  _ 

Jlerida,  obstinate  siege  of,  i.  67  ;  sur- 
render of,  69;  cities  of,  145  ;  entry 
of  Abderahman  into,  181 ;  orders 
sent  to  the  Wali  of,  208  ;  formidable 
revolt  at,  278  ;  the  inhabitants  plun- 
dered, 279  ;  troops  sent  to  suppress 


the   rebellion,   ib. 


of,   ib. 
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prcpowl  to  the  roynl  troops  before, 
iSO  ;  iiisurstcnts  killcil  in  the  streets 
nf.   2^1  ;    nitniiioe   of  ri'hils   into, 

L'ST)  ;  rni)itulnte!»  to  tlie  kin^',  L'SG  ; 

fortifieatious  repnirnl,  'JS^  •  insur- 
rection nt,  suppressed,  335  ;  snugui- 

nnry  battle  al,  iii.  112. 
Mcrluli*,  ilefent  of  tlic  Moslcmcu  ncnr, 
i.  I  '22  ;  completion  of  the  tower  at, 

lii.  '22. 
Mcruau  Ken  Abdclmclic,  imprisonment 

of,  i.  340. 
Hon  Ilnynn,  his  History  of  tie 

Alaineries,  ii.  5. 
lUn    Muliamnil,   victory   gained 

by,  i.  135;  on   tlic  rciirn  of,    1 16 ; 

linr«  to,  ib. ;  defeated  at  Turab,  14-7  , 

escape  and  pursuit  of,  148  ;  killed, 

ib. ;  his  head  embalmed,  140;  fate 

of  bis   family,   ib.  ;  particulars  re- 

spcctintr,  150;  tragical  fate  of  his 

race,  152. 
cousin  of  Suleiman,   his  revolt 

and  imiirisoumeut,  ii.  04. 
Mezdcli,  general,  takes  Medina  Telin- 

/an,  ii.   220;  his  advice  to  prince 

Valiyc,  332  ;     his  devastations  in 

Toledo,  340  ;  escapes  to  Cordova, 

ib. ;  his  death  and  that  of  his  son, 

341. 
Miguel  de  Luna,  translation  by,  i.  10. 
Moavia  Ben  Abi  Sofian,  caliph,  i.  40  ; 

his  death.  42;  alluded  to,  91. 

Ikn  Ilixcm,  success  of,  i.  108. 

Ben  Horeig,  i.  39-42. 

Ben    Salehi,    his    return    from 

Syria,  i.  184;  his  death,  213. 

the  rebel,  executed,  i.  94. 

^loclin,  fortress  of,  ambush  at,  iii.  1 83  ; 

defeat  of  the  Christians  at,  309. 
>roghar,  prince,  dies  in  prison,  i.  40G  ; 

verses  by,  ib. 
Mondhir,  Cadi,  directions  of  tlie  king 

to,  i.  4S0. 
Moiiks,  tribute  paid  by  the,  i.  49. 
Months,  Arabic,  order  of  the,  i.  21. 
!Montixon,  fortress  of,  i.  350. 
Moon,  eclipses  of  the,  i.  308,  310, 40?. 
Moors,  character  of  the,  i.  5. 
Morocco,  foundation  of  the  city  of,  ii. 


212  ;  progressof,  217  ;  ilsdeligiitful 
situation,  ib.  ;  curious  incident  in 
the  great  mosque  al,  350  ;  besieged 
on  various  oerasiou;;,  305,  403, 451  ; 
new  fortilications  at,  379  ;  divisious 
and  dissensions  in,  443  ;  arrival  of 
Al)delnunnen  before,  450  ;  frightful 
sullerings  of  the  inhabitants,  452  ; 
the  walls  scaled,  ib.  ;  fall  of  the  city, 

453  ;  tiic  king  of,  taken  before 
Abdchnunien,    ib.  ;     put    to    death, 

454  ;  distribution  of  treasures  found 
at,  455  ;  deserted  state  of,  ib. ;  ])ub- 
lie  works  at,  405  ;  colleges  and 
schools  instituted  at,  470  ;  taken  by 
surprise  by  Abdelaziz  and  Iza,  481  ; 
who  put  the  governor  to  death,  ib. ; 
entry  of  Zencte  cavalry  into,  iii.  7  j 
pestilence  in,  28  ;  public  works  at, 
55  ;  heads  of  Xeques  affiled  to  the 
walls  of,  88  ;  parlies  and  factions  in, 
on  the  death  of  Abulo'.a  Edris,  93  ; 
events  that  have  occurred  in,  from 
its  foundation,  103. 

Moslemah  Cavalier, young,  taken  before 
Narvaez,  iii.  404  ;  interrogation  of, 
405  ;  story  of  his  love,  ib. ;  gencro- ' 
sity  towards,  400  ;  redeems  his  pro- 
mise, 407  ;  set  at  liberty,  ib. 

cavalry,  i.  54,  59. 

force,  retire  to  Narbonne,  i.  90. 

civil  wars  among  the,  ii.  143  ; 

revolt  of,  against  the  Christians,  iii. 
155  ;  successes  of,  ib. 

ilosqnc,  construction  of  the  great  one 
at  Cordova,  i.  223,  299  ;  qilendid, 
erected  in  Morocco,  ii.  405. 

Mosques,  rules  for  service  in  the,  iii. 
201-202. 

Motul,  river,  passage  of  the,  ii.  375. 

-Mozua,  a  beautiful  slave,  songs  com- 
posed by,  i.  457. 

Mugueiz,  El  Rumi,  force  under,  i.  02  ; 
takes  Cordova,  03  ;  command  con- 
fided to,  73. 

Muhageries,  troop  of,  i.  39. 

Muhamad  Abdallah  Aben  Hud,  brother 
of  king  Aben  Hud,  proclaimed  king 
of  Murcia,  iii.  103. 

■         Abdallah,  caliph,  iii.  57 ;  motto 
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on  liis  seal,  58  ;  particulars  respect- 
ing, ib.  ;  his  ministers,  ib.  ;  his 
accession  proclaimed,  ib.  ;  rebellion 
put  down  by,  ib. ;  marches  aL^ainst  El 
Mayorki,  59  ;  lays  siejje  to  and  cap- 
tures, jMahedia,  00  ;  taJces  possession 
of  ]\[ajorca,  ^Minorca,  and  Ivica,  61 ; 
public  works  of,  ib.  ;  assembles  a 
lar2:e  army  to  proceed  against  king 
Alfonso,  62  ;  lands  on  the  coast  of 
Zarifa,  63  ;  divisions  of  "his  army, 
ib. ;  arrives  at  Seville,  ib.  ;  lays 
siege  to  Sarbatera,  67  ;  his  great 
concern  at  (he  loss  of  Calatrava,  71  ; 
his  renewed  exertions  and  conquest 
of  Sarbatera,  ib. ;  his  sanguinai-y 
encounter  with  the  Christians  at 
Alacanb,  72  ;  deserted  by  his  Anda- 
lusians,  ib.  ;  critical  situation  of, 
73  ;  his  tlight  from  the  battle-field, 
ib.  ;  his  entire  army  put  to  the 
sword,  7-i ;  arrives  at  Seville,  75 ; 
returns  to  ^lorocco  and  declares  his 
son,  Cid  Abu  Jakob  Juzef,  his  suc- 
cessor, ib.  ;  retires  from  court,  76  ; 
his  viziers  and  kinsman,  ib. ;  dies  of 
poison,  104  ;  cruel  vengeance  taken 
by,  ib. ;  his  impolitic  proceedings,  ib. 

Muhamad  Aben  Abed,  king  of  Seville, 
wai'S  carried  on  by  him,  ii.  155; 
courtesy  of,  158  ;  tenures  reclaimed 
by,  159;  honour  conferred  on  his 
geueral  Abdelaziz,  Kil  ;  a  crafty 
man,  166  ;  ambition  of,  167  ;  enter- 
tains the  ]icopIe  of  Cordova,  170; 
territories  of,  172;  knights  his  son, 
173  ;  his  war  with  El  Barzeli,  ib. ; 
aggressions  of,  174  ;  his  grief  on 
the  demise  of  his  daughter,  175  ; 
his  death,  176  ;  splendid  funeral  of, 
ib.  ;  his  advice  to  his  son,  177. 

Aben  Bahr,   a  learned  man,  ii. 

321  ;  his  death,  322. 

Aben  Cadi  Ben  ]\Iardanis,  decliue 

of  his  power,  iii.  22  ;  visits  his  pro- 
vinces and  cities,  ib. ;  his  death,  29. 

Aben   I'atima,   governor  of  Se- 


ville, his  death,  ii.  340. 

Aben    Hud,    occupation    of,    ii- 

461 ;   rebels  against  Abdelmumen, 


462  ;  conquests  of,  ib.  ;  slain  in 
battle,  ib. 

Mnhamad  Aben  Ismail,  beautiful  damse 
rescued  by,  iii.  231  :  she  is  taken 
from  him  by  the  king,  232  ;  jealousy 
of,  ib. ;  assassinates  the  king,  233- 
234. 

Aben  Ismail  'nephew  oftheking), 

discontent  of,  iii.  327  ;  letters  sent 
to,  328  ;  returns  to  Granada  and  is 
pi'oclaimed  king,  329  ;  his  alliance 
with  the  Christians,  332  ;  defeats 
his  cousin,  Aben  Osmin,333  ;  enters 
Granada  and  is  proclaimed  king, 
334  ;  sends  rich  presents  to  tlic 
king  of  Caslille,  ib. 

Aben  Iza,  reply  of,   ii.  267;  the 

king's  dream  inter])reted  by,  268. 

Aben   Juzef,    Wall  of   Coi'dova, 

takes  Xelb,  iii.  40  ;  returns  in  tri- 
umph to  Cordova,  il). 

Aben   Sad,   sends  his  son  to  lay 

siege  to  Gezira  Xucar,  iii.  23  ;  and 
to  Valencia,  24;  dies  in  .Majorca, 
26  ;  succeeded  by  his  son,  Aben 
Hegiag,  ib. 

Abu  Abdallah,  nephew  of  Yahye 

Ben  Anasir,  commands  the  troops, 
iii.  116  ;  takes  the  city  of  Jaen,  ib. ; 
further  successes  of,  117. 

Abulaswad,  son  of  Jusuf  el  Fehri, 

taken  prisoner,  i.  188  ;  his  lli^ht 
from  prison,  215  ;  takes  refuge 
amonn;  the  bandits  of  the  Jaen  moun- 
tains, 217;  war  against  him,  218; 
advised  to  solicit  the  king's  clemency, 
219  ;  his  flight  from  the  field  of 
battle,  ib.  ;  again  defeated  at  Cas- 
talana,  220  ;  his  wretched  mode 
of  life,  ib.;  his  death,  221. 

Abu  Zeyan,  king  of  Fez,  iii.  279. 

Alcauthir,  general,  i.  300. 

Almahruc,  vizier,  domination  of, 

iii.  237  ;  his  despotic  rule,  238  ; 
imprisonment  of,  239  ;  decapitated 
in  prison  bv  command  of  the  king, 
240. 

Almutamed  Aben  Abed,  pro- 
claimed king  of  Seville,  ii.  176  ; 
character  of,  177  ;  despatches  Omar, 
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liis  pcncrnl,  into  Murcia,  17S  ;  sua- 
])irioiiH  rnlcrtaiiu'd  of,  ISOj  wil- 
np-si's  till"  ili'fcal  of  liis  troops,  181  ; 
Ills  city  tnki'ii  and  his  rii-hus  distri- 
hnti'd,  185;  soleuiu  oath  of,  ih.  ; 
his  triuni|)iinl  entry  into  Seville, 
ISfi;  slays  Haziz  Ikn  AUiakrni, 
Is?  ;  Murcia  sultmits  to,  IIK) ;  ap- 
j)rjiiilnipnts  made  hy,  ib. ;  makes 
war  with  Muhamad,  king  of  Mal.ifta, 
I'Jl  ;  conquests  of,  ib. ;  his  treaty 
with  Alfonso,  king  of  Gallicia,  192; 
ravai'cs  of,  1'.I3;  extension  of  his 
dominions,  I'Jj  ;  appointments  of, 
ib.  ;  civcs  orders  for  the  capture  of 
Abin  Omar,  109  ;  strikes  off  the 
head  of  Abcn  Omar,  202  ;  his 
Christian  auxiliaries,  203 ;  writes 
to  the  kini:  of  Granada,  ib. ;  his 
treaty  with  the  kini;  of  Algarve, 
204  ;  his  aUiaiice   with  king  Jnzef, 

228  ;  assists  that  monarch  in  his 
wars  aMinst  CVbta  and  Tanjiiers, 
22S  ;  entreats  assistance  from  Juzef, 

229  ;  threatening  letter  of  Alfonso 
l?cn  Ferdinand  to,  213  ;  his  indig- 
nant replies  to  it  in  ])rose  and  verse, 
2-t5,  2i7;  enraized  at  the  proposi- 
tion of  Abcn  Galib,  248 ;  his  con- 
ference with  his  sou,  249  ;  embassy 
despatched  by,  to  Juzef  Ben  Taxfin, 
251  ;  his  letter  to  that  monarch, 
ib. ;  reply  to  it,  2.58 ;  cedes  the 
Green  Island  to  Juzef,  259  ;  goes  to 
meet  and  welcome  the  African  mo- 
narch, 260;  his  return  to  Spain, 
2G1  ;  warning  given  by,  271  ;  con- 
sults astrologers,  ib.,  272  ;  his  verses 
to  Juzef,  ib.  ;  valour  of  his  troops, 
273  ;  his  renewed  exertions  on  the 
field  of  battle,  275  ;  wounded,  281  ; 
sends  an  acconnt  of  his  victory  to 
his  son  Raxid,  282  ;  his  incursions 
in  Andalusia,  2SG;  defeated  at  Loxa, 
ib. ;  returns  to  Seville,  289  ;  writes 
to  Juzef,  detailing  the  devastations 
of  the  Christians,  290  ;  his  visit  to 
Juzef,  291  ;  receives  a  promise  from 
him,  ib. ;  returns  to  Spain,  292 ; 
his  grand  reception  of  Juzef,  ib. ; 


takes  posRcssiou  of  Alid,  295  ;  forti- 
fies his  cities  and  restores  the  walls 
of  Seville,  299;  commanded  to  re- 
8i}iu  his  territories  to  Juzef,  300  ; 
his  depression,  301  ;  remarkable 
dream  of,  ib.  ;  his  encounters  with 
the  Almoravides,  ib. ;  two  of  his 
sons  put  to  death,  302  ;  seeks  and 
obtains  the  aid  of  Alfonso,  king  of 
the  Christians,  303;  surrenders  to 
the  Alinoravidcs,  301 ;  sent  prisoner, 
with  his  family,  to  Africa,  305  ; 
shut  up  l)y  the  orders  of  Juzef  in  a 
tower  at  Medina  Agmat,  ib.  ;  his 
poverty  and  destitution,  ib.  ;  priva- 
tions endured  by,  300  ;  his  death, 
ib.  ;  his  love  of  poetry,  ib. 
Muhamad  Hen, \bdaliaii, secretary  of  the 
sultanan,  494-495  ;  appointed  prin- 
cipal llauibof  theyonthfnl  monarch, 
ib.  ;  his  wisdom  and  prudence,  496  ; 
determines  to  prosecute  the  war 
against  the  Christians,  ib.  ;  his  ex- 
pedition against  them,  497  ;  his 
ravages  in  Gallicia,  498  ;  returns  to 
Cordova,  ib.  ;  again  defeats  the 
Christians  in  Gallicia,  499,  ii.  29  ; 
divides  the  spoil  among  the  soldiers, 
500 ;  gives  a  feast  to  them,  ib.  j 
peculiar  custom  of,  ib. ;  causes  Albu- 
hassan  to  be  put  in  prison,  501  ;  his 
renewed  incursions  in  Gallicia,  503  ; 
his  victorious  career,  507  ;  desperate 
attack  of  the  Christians  on,  508  ; 
succeeds  in  rallying  his  troops,  ib.  ; 
intrepidity  of,  510  ;  besieges  and 
takes  the  cities  of  Leyonis  and  As- 
lorica,  ib.  ;  his  triumphal  return  to 
Cordova,  611;  honours  conferred 
by,  on  men  of  learning,  ii.  1 ;  en- 
courages education,  2  ;  sumptuously 
entertained  by  the  governor  of  Tad- 
mir,  4  ;  his  march  upon  Barcelona, 
5  ;  captures  that  city,  7  ;  returns 
to  Cordova,  ib.  ;  orders  an  Alcoba 
to  be  erected  at  Fez,  9  ;  his  ravages 
iu  Gallicia,  11,  16;  presents  made 
by,  on  his  son's  marriage,  13  ;  valu- 
able gifts  sent  to,  by  Abeu  Atia, 
ii.  17  ;  poem  presented  to,  by  Said 
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Ben  Othman,  18 ;  his  gift  to  Said 
Ben  Hassan,  19;  anecdote  of,  ib. ; 
ins  reception  of  Zeiri  Ben  A.tia,  21 ; 
differences  between  them,  ib. ;  poet- 
ical tournament  held  at  his   house. 
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by, 


23  ;  his  suc- 
cesses lu  Gallicia,  25  ;  proceeds  to 
the  frontier  to  invade  the  Christian 
territories,  26  ;  stag  and  verses  pre- 
sented to,  27  ;  victory  gained  by, 
28  ;  his  treaty  with  Beimond,  king 
of  the  Christians,  29  ;  commands 
the  general  Wadha  El  Fcti  to  march 
against  Aben  Atia,30;  sets  Christian 
prisoners  at  liberty,  33  ;  intercession 
of  a  poor  widow  with,  for  her  sou's 
life,  3-i  ;  extraordinary  anecdote  re- 
Jated  of,  ib. ;  his  wise  counsels  to 
his  son,  35  ;  his  victory  at  Hisn 
Dhervera,  38  ;  commentary  on  the 
Proverbs  of  Sohal  presented  to,  39  ; 
his  bravery  at  the  battle  of  Calat 
Anosor,  41  ;  retreat  of,  42 ;  his 
death,  43  ;  is  deeply  regretted,  ib.  ; 
lines  on  his  sepuh-iire,  ib. ;  remarks 
on  his  government,  44. 

Muhamad  Ben  Abdallah,  inquiries  of,i. 
104;  becomes  governor  of  Spain, 
ib. ;  his  flight  to  Ecija,  ii.  140 ; 
assistance  obtained  by,  ib. ;  his  I'e- 
turn  to  Carmona,  143. 

Ben  Abdelsalem 

to,  i.  278. 

Ben  Abderahman,   Lis  oath   of 

vengeance,  ii.  108  ;  conspiracy  ex- 
cited by,  109  ;  causes  his  cousin  to 
be  assassinated,  ib.  ;  proclaimed 
king  of  Cordova,  ib. ;  rewards  and 
privileges  conferred  by.  111  ;  his 
diminished  treasurj',  ib.  ;  given  up 
to  his  pleasures,  112  ;  the  poets  of 
his  court,  ib.  ;  complaints  of  his 
people,  ib. ;  unhappy  state  of  his 
dominions,  113;  flies  to  Azahra, 
ib. ;  and  thence  to  Uclcs,  114  ; 
poisoned,  ib. 

Ben  Adbeha,   appointed  general 

of  the  rebels,  i.  342  ;  implores  the 
king's  pardon,  360;  his  return  to 
the  sierras  of  Elvira,  377  ;  his  mild 
rule,  ib. 


command  given 


Muhamad  Ben  Aluned,Infanlof  Seville, 
conquests  of,  ii.  161  ;  his  acquaint- 
ance with  the  accomplished  youth, 
Aben  Omar,  161 ;  army  under,  168. 

Ben   Alcasera,   sends   troops   to 

rescue  Edris,  ii.  146  ;  becomes  king 
of  Malaga,  174. 

Ben  Alhag,  general,  enters  Sara- 

gossa,  ii.  335;  his  incursions  into 
Barcelona,  336  ;  disasters  sustained 
by,  in  an  ambush  laid  by  the  Chris- 
tians, ib. ;  slain,  ib. ;  grief  of  the 
king  on  his  death,  337  ;  defeats  the 
Christians,  342;  joins  prince  Temini, 
343. 

Ben  Alhasen,  the  prince's  pre- 
ceptor, i.  487. 

——  Ben  Aly,  vizier,  his  ambition  and 
envv,  iii.  215  ;  party  formed  against, 
216-224. 

Ben    Aly,    "Wall   of   Loi'ca,    his 

death,  iii.  143  ;  particulars  respect- 
ing, ib. 

—  Ben  Araer,  of  Mekinez,  slain, 
ii,  14. 

Ben  Axalath,   Ameer  of  Africa, 

i.  895. 

Ben   Ayadh,  proclaimed  Ameer 

of  Mercia,'  ii.  432  ;  defeated,  439  ; 
attacks  and  enters  that  city,  449  ; 
head  of  El  Thograi  brought  to,  450  ; 
his  death,  458  ;  interred  at  Valencia, 
ib. 

Ben  Feth,  put  in  chains,  i.  452. 

Ben  Gehmar,  enmity  of,  i.  325. 

Ben   Hamza,  General,    slain   in 

battle,  i.  406. 

Ben  Hixem,  the  king's  cousin, 

revolt  of,  ii.  55  ;  enters  the  capital, 
and  siczes  the  king's  person,  56 ; 
puts  Abderahman  to  death,  57  ; 
procures  himself  to  be  appointed 
Hagib  to  the  king,  58  ;  changes  ef- 
fected by,  ib. ;  proposes  to  assassi- 
nate the  king,  59  ;  dissuaded  from 
his  purpose,  ib. ;  proclaimed  king  of 
Spaiu,  60  ;  orders  the  expulsion  of 
tlie  African  guard,  ib. ;  ne;.:ociations 
of,  62  ;  defeats  Suleiman,  65  ;  his 
triumphant  entry  into  Cordova,  66  ; 
defeated  by  Suleiman,  67  ;  declining 
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iiiflurnro  of,  OS  ;  protpslationa  of, 
(')'.);  Nitiipfratioiis  (in,  ib.  ;  vacilla- 
tion of,  70;  bchcadal,  71;  pnrti- 
niliirs  rilativo  to,  il».  ;  his  head  sent 
to  Suleiman  lU-ii  Alliakcin,  il). 

Miihnniail  Hfii  Ihrnliini,  blessing  pro- 
noniiccd  by,  ii.  ")0. 

Hen    Ibraliim,    vizier,    put    to 

tlenth.  iii.  :.'St). 

I'.cn  Isliac,  anecdote  of,  i.  485. 

Hen  Ismail,  Wali  of  Seville,  his 

disobedicn  c,  ii.  110;  ori-jin  of,  ib. ; 
his  father  Aben  Abed,  ib.  ;  alluded 
to,  131,  132  ;  letters  of  kin?;  Geh- 
warto,  133  ;  lays  siege  to  Carmona, 
IK);  his  troops  defeat  the  allies, 
1  t3 ;  reports  circulated  by,  151; 
birth  i)f  liis  grandson,  ib.  ;  his  death, 
ib.  ;  that  event  deplored,  152;  his 
harem  of  800  damsels,  ib. ;  his 
jioenis.  ib. ;  his  rare  collection  of 
cups,  ib. 

Hen   Ismail  (son  of  Ismail  Ben 


rcrag),  oath  of  allegiance  to,  iii. 
234  ;  liis  vizier  governs  iu  his  name, 
237  ;  his  jiursnits  and  aecomplish- 
inciits,  23S;  imprisons  liis  vizier 
^luhamad  Almahruc,  239  ;  goes 
forth  to  meet  the  rebels  led  on  by 
his  uncle,  ib.  ;  losses  of,  240  ;  com- 
mands that  the  vizier  Almahruc  be 
decapitated  in  his  prison,  ib. ;  takes 
the  city  of  Cabra  and  the  fortress  of 
Piiega  from  the  (.'iiristians,  241 ; 
bis  reply  to  the  sages,  ib.  ;  besieges 
Mctlina  Baena,  242 ;  victory  gained 
by,  ib. ;  successes  of,  243  ;  his  battle 
with  the  Christians  ou  the  shores  of 
the  Gnaditeba,  245  ;  his  alliance 
with  the  king  of  Fez,  ib. ;  besieges 
Castro  del  Rio,  ib.  ;  defeats  tiie 
Christians  before  Gibraltar,  246  ; 
jests  with  the  African  gener.al,  ib. ; 
assassinated,  247  ;  grief  on  the 
death  of,  248  ;  epitaph  on  his  tomb, 
ib.  ;  his  brother  proclaimed  kin<r, 
249. 

Ben  Jusnf,  taken  prisoner,  i.  188. 

Ben  Juzef,  accession  of,  iii.  274  ; 

his  beneficence  and  generoMty,  ib.  ; 
concludes  a  peace  with  Don  Pedro, 


ib.  ;  ronspinitors  break  into  his 
apartment  at  night,  270  ;  his  vizier 
murdereil,  ib. ;  his  escape  and  flight 
to  (iiuiilix,  277  ;  departs  for  Africa, 
278;  cordially  received  by  the  king 
of  Fez,  ib. ;  ])roceeds  with  a  largo 
army  to  Spain,  278  ;  his  dcalh,  309. 

Ben   Juzef,   proclaimed    king  of 

Granada,  iii.  309  ;  characler  of,  ib. ; 
liis  relations  with  foreign  princes, 
310  ;  detested  by  his  sulijects,  ib.  ; 
deposition  and  flight  of,  311  ;  takes 
reliige  with  the  king  of  Tunis,  ib. ; 
his  return  to  his  dominions,  313  ; 
his  welcome  reception  in  the  capital, 

314  ;  desires  to  contiuue  liis  friendly 
relations  wilh  the  king  of  Caslille, 

315  ;  refuses  to  comjily  with  his  just 
demands,  310  ;  defeats  the  (Chris- 
tians, 317  ;  conspiracy  to  dethrone 
him,  ib. ;  his  troops  routed,  319  ; 
his  troops  defeated  before  Granada, 
ib.  ;  Juzef  Aben  Alahmar  pro- 
claimed king  in  his  stead,  320  ;  de- 
posed and  flies  to  Malaga,  322 ; 
returns  to  occupy  his  throne  for  the 
third  time,  323  ;  his  truce  with  the 
("hristian  king,  324  ;  its  termination, 
and  his  renewed  wars,  ib.  ;  dissen- 
sions in  his  kingdom,  327  ;  deposed 
by  his  nephew  and  thrown  into 
prison,  328 ;  his  "  History  of  Spaia 
and  Africa,"  462. 

— —  Ben  Maun,  besieged  in  Almeria, 
ii.  307  ;  his  death,  308  ;  his  advice 
to  his  son,  ib. 

Ben  JIayinoun,  takes  Abdelaziz 

captive,  and  leads  him  about  ia 
chains,  ii.  433. 

Ben  ^lezdeli,  proeeeds  with  the 

army  to  ^'alcncia,  ii.  341  ;  killed, 
342. 

Ben  Omar,  of  Mekinez,  ii.  12. 

Ben  Omar,  a  youth  of  a  noble 

family,  ii.  409  ;  a  disciple  of  Ahmed 
Aben  lluseiii,  410  ;  appointed  gene- 
ral issiino  of  the  forces,  411 ;  de- 
feated, 413. 

Ben   Omar,    chosen    Ameer   of 

Cordova,  ii.  457  ;  fiuits  that  city, 
ib. ;  his  death,  ib. 
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Ben  Sad,  genera',  powerful  army 

inuler,  iii.  7,  9  ;  inarches  against  the 
Alniohades,  17;  defeated,  18;  di- 
vorces his  wife,  20  ;  denounced,  21. 

Ben  Said,  the  prince's  preceptor, 

i.  273  ;  prefect  of  police,  33G  ;  re- 
stored to  office,  3G5  ;  his  death, 
415. 

Ben    Said,    Wali    of  Granada, 

magniliceut  residence  built  by,  ii. 
406. 

Ben  Salema,  appointed   Cadi   of 

the  Aljania,  i.  350  ;  his  death,  355. 

Ben  Umen  Ben  Thabita,  i.  82. 

Ben  AValid,  vizier,   his  visit  to 

Suleiman  Ben  Venasos,  i.  360. 

Ben   Yahye,    AVali  of    Huesca, 

drowned,  ii.  150. 

Ben  Yahye,  of  Salt  is,  followers 

of,  ii.  409. 

Ben  Y'ahye,  vizier,  slain  in  de- 
fence of  Algezira,  iii.  241. 

I5en  Zehwar,  proclaimed  king  at 

Cordova,  ii.  154  ;  proposes  a  truce 
to  the  kiag  of  Toledo,  ib. ;  invites 
assistance  from  the  king  of  Seville, 
156  ;  auxiliaries  of,  159  ;  his  cor- 
dial reception  of  Abdclaziz,  160  ; 
defeated  bv  the  king  of  Toledo,  165  ; 
his  death,  *167. 

Ben    Zeyad,    appointed    Cadi  of 

the  Aljama  of  Cordova,  i.  291. 

Ben  Zeyadatala,  king,  particulars 

relative  to,  i.  40]. 

Casira,  murdered,  ii.  79. 

El  Barquete,  Hagib  of  Tangiers, 

slain  in  battle,  ii.  228. 

El  Begi,  exhortations  of,  ii.  89  ; 

explains  his  dream,  90. 

El  Tsafiki,  conquers  and  beheads 

king  Daharo,  i.  48. 

El   Zaquir,   cousin  of  the  king, 

])roclaimed  sovereign  of  Granada,  iii. 
311  ;  his  equestrian  feats,  ib.  ;  his 
tyranny  and  cruelty,  312;  abandoned 
by  his  people,  314  ;  taken  and  be- 
headed, ib. 

general    (son  of  Abdclbar),  h'is 

incursions  in  Murcia,  iii.  331 ;  at- 
tacks Lorca,  332  ;  retreat  of,  ib. ; 


put  to  death  by  command  of  the 
king,  3     . 

Hamdun,  Alcaide  of  Tiscar,  his 

defence  of  that  town,  iii.  228. 

lluzeil,  lordof  Azahila,  his  death, 

ii.  178. 

luiaum,    brother   of    Abdallah, 

defeated,  i.  389  ;  returus  to  Mccen, 
ib. ;  proclaimed  sovereign,  ib. ;  his 
si.^  brothers,  ib. ;  slain,  389. 

of    Algezira,     advances    against 

Malaga,  ii.  163  ;  proclaimed  king, 
ib.  ;  his  life  spared  by  his  cousin 
Edvis,  164  ;  his  death,  191  ;  leaves 
eight  sons,  ib. 

—  Omar,  succeeds  his  brother  as 


king  of  Badajoz,  ii.  194. 

prince,  oath  of  fidelity  to,  i.  292  ; 

proclaimed  king  at  Cordova,  293. 

prince,   Wall  of  Seville,   i.  333  ; 

rebellion  of,  334  ;  wounded  and 
taken  prisoner  by  his  brother,  345  ; 
his  death,  ib.  ;  his  infant  son,  346. 

—  prince,  proclaimed  king  of  Gra- 
nada, iii.  272. 

—  Sid  Ray,  encounters  Aben  Cosai, 
ii.  442  ;  proclaimed  governor  of 
Calat  Jlertula,  443 ;  takes  refuge 
in  Seville,  ib. 

—  Zahir  Ben  Atar,  his  encounters 
with  the  Christians,  iii.  392. 

—  Zubeidi,  Cadi,  killed,  ii.  136. 


Bluliamed  Ben  Mofreg,  general  of  ca- 
valry, i.  248. 

El   Barceli,    lord   of  Carmona, 

flight  of,  ii.  162  ;  retires  to  Ecija,  ib. 


the  Wali  of  Bacza,  his  compact 
with  the  Christians,  iii.  83  ;  his  head 
presented  to  Abulola  EJris,  90. 
— ,    king,    his    uesociations    with 


the  king  of  Castillo,  iii.  207  ;  rebel 
lion  in  favour  of  his  brother,  208  ; 
deposition  of,  209 ;  residence  as- 
signed to  him,  210  ;  taken  to  Gra- 
nada on  the  rumoured  death  of  his 
brother,  21 1  ;  his  advice  to  the 
king  of  Caslille,  212;  his  death, 
213  ;  epitaphs  on,  ib. 

king,  orders  his  troops  to   the 

frontiers  of  Gallicia,  i.  293  ;  his  sen- 
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tiuKiils  oi;  ihc  occa.--iun  nl'  :i  loariind 
«li!i])Uto,  "••) I ;  proiiTils  in  ptTson 
against  thi;  rebels  at  TolcJo,  21)0  ; 
striitu^eni  of,  ib. ;  liis  sncfcss  over 
the  rebels,  2U7  ;  refunistoConiova, 
ib. ;  proscnites  the  sici^c  of  Toledo, 
:.'yS  :  imnlons  tin;  |)eo|ik',  ib, ;  liis 
victory  over  the  Christians,  300  ; 
marches  n(;ninst  the  Cliristiaiis  in 
Galliriii,  30:.' ;  ])rocecils  a^'ninst  the 
rebel,  Omar  Hen  Ildfsun,  304  ;  gives 
car  to  his  traitorous  proposals,  ib. ; 
liis  grandson  ajid  troops  assassinated, 
oOo ;  oath  taken  by,  306 ;  goes 
forth  to  meet  his  son  on  his  return 
from  Cordova,  30S  ;  sends  his  fleet 
to  make  a  descent  on  the  coast  of 
Gallicia,  ib. ;  proceeds  to  Toledo,  to 
restore  obedience  in  that  city,  312  ; 
fond  of  children,  313  ;  verses  recited 
before,  ib. ;  his  victory  at  Aybar, 
319  ;  verses  by,  ib. ;  his  triumphal 
return  to  Cordova,  320 ;  declares 
prince  ^Vlmondhirhis  successor,  ib. ; 
hi?  rcplv  to  the  Wali  Haxeiii  Ben 
Abdchizu,  322 ;  his  death,  323  ; 
character  of,  ib. ;  his  funeral,  ib. ; 
grief  of  na.\cni  on  his  death,  325. 
iMuhamad, prince, son  of  Muhamad,king 
of  Granada,  declared  successor  to  the 
throne,  iii.  157  ;  his  interview  with 
king  Alphoiiso,  171  ;  reluctantly 
accedes  to  the  request  of  queen 
lolant,  172 ;  his  treaty  of  peace 
with  king  Alphonso,  ib.  ;  sends 
letters  to  the  kin^  of  Tunis  respect- 
ing his  affairs,  173  ;  the  head  of  Don 
INunio  sent  to  him,  17G;  his  grief 
on  beholding  it,  ib. ;  his  incursions 
on  the  territory  of  Jaen,  177  ;  forti- 
fies his  frontiers,  180;  resembles 
his  vizier,  ib. ;  devastates  the  terri- 
tory of  Ecija,  182  ;  defeats  prince 
Sancho,  183  ;  his  treaty  of  alliance 
with  him,  lS-1 ;  defeats  the  forces  of 
the  kings  of  jNlorocco  and  Castille, 
ib. ;  defeats  Don  Sancho,  185  ;  con- 
flicts between  his  troops  and  those  of 
Abu  .luzL-f,  ib. ;  his  interview  with 
the  king  of  Tunis,  18'J  ;  aud  with 


till-  new  SUM  reign  of  that  country, 
102  ;  wins  over  to  his  interests  the 
\\i\\\  of  jMalnga,  ib. ;  his  rupture 
with  the  king  of  Castille,  l'.)5;  his 
invasions  of  the  Christian  territories, 
lyC  ;  his  treaty  with  the  king  of 
Morocco,  1U7  ;  defeats  Don  Cuzman, 
198  ;  oouipicsts  of,  ib.  ;  his  death, 
l'J9  ;  his  fuiicral,  ib.  ;  liis  sons  and 
ininislcrs,  ib.;  his  secretaries, Cadics, 
!kc.  200. 

Muhaniad, prince,  liatred  of  his  brother, 
iii.  2'.)1' ;  conspires  to  dethrone  his 
father,  ib.  ;  pioelaimcd  king  of  Gra- 
nada, 298  ;  throws  his  brother, 
prince  Juzef,  into  prison,  ib. ;  pro- 
ceeds iticog.  to  Seville,  and  intro- 
duces himself  to  the  king,  ib. ;  his 
letters  to  the  king  of  Fez,  299  ;  his 
incursions  into  the  Christian  terri- 
tories, ib. ;  takes  possession  of  Aya- 
monte,  ib.  ;  his  reply  to  the  king  of 
Castille,  300  ;  his  campaigns  against 
the  Christians,  ib.  ;  ravages  the 
territory  of  Jaen,  301 ;  his  engage- 
ments with  the  Christians,  ib.  ; 
orders  his  brother  Juzef  to  be  de- 
prived of  life,  302;  his  own  death, 
303. 

Muhesir  Dinar  El  Ansari,  command 
giveu  to,  i.  40  ;  city  destroyed  by, 
42  ;  deposed  and  cast  into  prison, 
ib. ;  set  at  liberty,  43. 

Muley  Aben  Fariz,  king  of  Tunis, 
iii.  310-312;  ambassadors  seut  by 
the  king  of  Castille  to,  313  ;  his 
advice  to  the  king  of  Granada,  316  ; 
entreaties  of,  323. 

Abul  Hassan,  prince,  his  irrup- 
tions on  the  Christian  frontiers,  iii. 
337  ;  his  accession  to  the  throne  of 
Granada,  338  ;  his  wives,  ib.,  342  ; 
insurrection  of  liis  brother,  Cid  Abu 
Abdallah,  339  ;  ravages  the  Chris- 
tian territories,  340 ;  decision  of, 
ib. ;  his  wars  with  his  brother,  341 ; 
his  truce  with  the  ('hristians,  342  ; 
public  works  of,  ib. ;  his  reply  to 
tiie  Christian  ambassadors,  343  ; 
storms    and  takes   the   fortress  of 
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Zahara,  344  ;  marches  forth  to  meet 
the  Cliristiaus,  346  ;  lays  siej^e  to 
Alahma,  ib. :  imprisons  his  rebel- 
lious sou,  347 ;  revolt  in  his 
capita],  848  ;  takes  refii.ire  with  his 
brother-in-law,  Zelim,  349;  defeated 
by  his  son,  ib. ;  marches  to  the  relief 
of  !^[edina  Loxa,  350  ;  defeats  the 
Christians,  ib. ;  his  further  successes, 
ib. ;  retires  to  Mabga,  351 ;  pro- 
ceeds to  Granada  and  takes  posses- 
sion of  the  Alhambra,  350  ;  resolves 
to  drive  his  son  from  Granada,  359  ; 
attacks  the  rebels,  360  ;  advice 
adopted  by,  ib. ;  abdication  of,  363  ; 
his  death,  370. 

Muley  Ahmed,  kin?  of  Fez,  iii.  403. 

Zidan,  prince  of  Morocco,  library 

of,  i.  4. 

Mngehid  Edira,  fleet  prepared  by,  ii. 
88  ;  takes  possession  of  Ivica  and 
Majorca,  ib.  ;  and  Sardinia,  90  ; 
discontent  among  his  followers,  94  ; 
embarks  on  his  return  home,  95  ; 
encounters  a  dreadful  storm,  ib. ; 
disasters  of,  96 ;  returns  to  the 
Yesibat  islands,  ib. 

^lultimines,  or  Almoravides,  ii.  205. 

Murcia,  couquesls  of  Abdelaziz  in,  i. 
73  ;  division  of  the  lands  of,  132  ; 
ex]iedition  of  king  Abderahman  to, 
373  ;  siege  of,  ii.  1S9  ;  conquest  of, 
190;  campaign  of  Aben  Abed  in, 
286  ;,  insurrection  in,  419  ;  the  city 
taken  by  El  Thograi,  439  ;  defended 
by  that  general,  449 ;  sanguinary 
conflict  near,  iii.  18  ;  entry  of  Aben 
Hud  into,  111 ;  torn  aud  divided  by 
various  factions,  130  ;  subjection  of, 
to  the  Christians,  131  ;  Aben  Hud 
proclaimed  king  of,  163  ;  tlie  people 
of,  gratified  with  their  new  sove- 
rcigii,  ib. 

Murphy,  Mi'-j  work  written  by,  i.  16. 

Musara,  camp  of  Jusuf  at,  i.  176  ; 
battle  of,  177. 

Mnseir,  general,  killed,  i.  112. 

Mnshaf,  treasures  sunoundini;  it,  ii. 
48S. 

Mu-:liafa,  general,  his  replies  to  the 
Hngib,  i.  504  ;  goes  forth  against 


the  Christian  kuight,  505  ;  slays 
him,  506. 

^luslama  Ben  Machlad,  oi'dcrs  given 
to,  i.  40-41. 

Muslama  Ben  Abdelmclic,  brother  of 
Suleiman,  i.  85. 

Ben    Abdelinelic   Ben    Meruan, 

his  death,  i.  117. 

brotherof  caliph  Hixem,  Turkish 

territories  takeu  by,  i.  108. 

brother  of  caliph  Jezid,  i.  94. 

Muza  Ben  Abil,  general,  ])atriotic  reply 
of,  iii.  391  ;  appointed  commander- 
in-chief  of  Granada,392;  his  achieve- 
ments in  defending  that  city,  ib. ; 
his  sortie  on  the  Christians,  393  ; 
his  heroic  advice,  395  ;  his  noble 
address  to  the  council  on  the  fall  of 
Granada,  397 ;  his  departure  from 
Granada,  399. 

Ben  Afan,  his  treachery  rewarded, 

ii.  162. 

Ben  Alalia,  his  death,  i.  432. 

Ben    Almelic,    vizier    to    king 

Zaquir,  iii.  378. 

Ben  llodeira,  a  great  statesman, 

i.  214;  killed,  229. 

Ben  Hodeira,  dispute  of,  i.  361. 

• Ben   Noseir,    appointed   to   the 

supreme  command  of  the  Moslemnh 
troops  in  Africa,  i.  47  ;  his  conquests 
iu  Mauritania,  ib.;  gathers  forces- 
from  Syria  and  Egypt,  ib.  ;  warlike 
tribes  subdued  by,  48  ;  his  successes 
in  Barbary,  49  ;  his  mild  sway,  ib. ; 
wise  regulations  of,  50  ;  his  death, 
ib.  ;  incited  to  attempt  the  conquest 
of  Spain,  51 ;  receives  details  of  the 
battle  of  Guadalete,  58  ;  head  of 
king  Roderic  sent  to,  ib. ;  his  arrival 
in  Spain,  60  ;  his  conquest  of  Esbi- 
lias,  66;  and  of  ]Merida,  69;  arti- 
fices of,  68,  69  ;  arrives  in  Toledo, 
71;  his  interview  with  Taric,  72; 
deprives  him  of  command  and  throws 
him  into  prison,  73  ;  reinstates 
Taric  in  his  command,  77  ;  his  suc- 
cesses in  the  north  of  Spain,  78  ; 
takes  Saragossa,  79  ;  passes  into 
I'Vanee,  80  ;  riches  acquired  by,  ib. ; 
his  recall  to  Syria,  81 ;  his  departure 
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from  Spiiiii.  ib. ;  Jccrptioii  prnclisctl 
bv,  SI  ;  lined  niul  imiirisoncd.  So  ; 
f.itc  of  his  family,  ^7  ;  shown  the 
head  of  his  son,  'JO  ;  his  ilcath,  ib. 

Miiia  Hen  Zoyail,  Wall,  dcftaled,  i. 
2'.)5;  ctibimniesniainst,  ib.;  deposed 
from  his  jjovermncnt,  2'JG ;  revolt 
of,  ib.  ;  defeated  by  the  king's 
forces,  297-2'JS. 

thi^  rebel  ^Vali  of  Saragossa,  i. 

:nO;  his  death,  311. 

Jluzarabians,  or  people  of  Toledo,  i.  8. 


N. 


Kaama,  city  of,  sacked,  i.  127. 

Naaman  Hen  Abdallah,  pciicral,  i.  81. 

Nahara,  the  lauds  of,  laid  waste,  ii.  11. 

Xaja,  the  Selavonian  general,  ii.  114  ; 
returns  to  Ccbta,  145  ;  assassinates 
|)rinec  Ilaceu,  ib.  ;  ])rocreds  to 
Audalueia,  ib. ;  surprises  Malaga, 
146  ;  takes  king  Edris  prisoner,  ib. ; 
advised  to  return  to  the  city,  ib. ; 
cut  to  pieces,  147  ;  dispersion  of  his 
followers,  ib. 

Naquila,  villase of,  near  Hcmesa,  i.213. 

Narbonnc,  arrival  of  Muza  at,  i.  80  ; 
capture  of  the  city-  of,  92  ;  siege  of, 
111;  cities  in  the  province  of,  145  ; 
lost  to  the  Moslemah,  187;  taken 
possession  of  by  the  Christians,  213  ; 
and  by  the  Moslemah,  233 ;  massacre 
of  the  Christians  in,  245. 

Xarvaez,  Alcayde  of  Medina  Antequera, 
his  incursions  into  Granada,  iii.  404  ; 
story  of  his  young  captive  cavalier, 
ib. :  his  generosity,  406-407. 

Nasir  Abu  Othman,  vizier,  i.  370. 

Ben  Seyar,  general,  verses  bv,  i. 

146  ;  his  death,  147. 

Navigators,  early  Portuguese,  ii.  84. 

Naza  Ben  Maad,  Soldan  of  Egypt, 
sends  a  threatening  letter  to  king 
Alhakem,  i.  476  ;  writes  to  his 
general  Balkim  Ben  Zeiri,  ii.  3. 

Nazar,  prince,  brother  of  Muhamad, 
rebellion  in  favour  of,  iii.  208  ;  de- 
poses his  brother,  209  ;  proceeds  to 
the  relief  of  Alraeria,  210;  defeats 
Abea  Gnyaiis,  and  returns  in  triumph 


to  flranada,  ib. ;  reproaches  of  I'erag 
to,  211  ;  has  an  attack  of  apo|)le.xy, 
ib.  ;  iiis  rumiiiircd  dcatli,  ib.  ;  causes 
cpitaplis  to  be  engraved  on  liis  bro- 
ther's tomb,  213  ;  his  ])crsoMal  a\)- 
pcarancc,  215;  his  alliance  with 
Pedro,  king  of  Castille,  ib. ;  his 
viziers  and  secret ary,  ib.  ;  appeases 
*  the  insurgents,  210,  224  ;  besieged 
at  Granada  by  his  nephew,  Abul 
Said,  217  ;  entreats  assistance  from 
Don  Pedro,  ib. ;  his  deposition,  218  ; 
retires  to  the  city  of  Guadix,  219, 
225  ;  his  death,  ib. ;  funeral,  ib. ; 
epitaph  on,  ib. 

Necklace,  or  collar,  a  valuable  one,  i. 
275. 

Negra  Dolah,  son  of  king  Almetuakil, 
his  imprisonment,  ii.  316. 

Niam  El  Chalaf,  general,  reported 
death  of,  i.  357. 

Nibel,  snow-storms  at,  ii.  373. 

Niebla,  siege  of,  iii.  152  ;  cajjitulatcs 
to  king  Alphonso,  ib. 

Nilometer,  erection  of,  i.  86. 

Normans,  their  arrival  on  the  coast  of 
Spain,  i.  289  ;  their  ravages,  290  ; 
return  and  renew  their  devastations, 
299. 

Novenas,  a  series  of  prayers,  iii.  264. 

Novera,  city  of,  ii.  307- 

Nuniu,  Don,  army  under,  iii.  175  ; 
attacked  by  tlie  ^loslemah,  ib.  ; 
slain  in  battle,  176  ;  his  head  sent 
to  his  friend,  the  king  of  Granada,  ib. 


0. 


Obada  Ben  Abdallah,  Lis  History  of 

the  Spanish  Poets,  ii.  1. 
Obeida  Ben  Abderahman,  envy  of,   i. 

98  ;  arbitrary  acts  of,  100. 
• Ben  Amza,  a  cruel  and  crafty 

man,   i.  243  ;   given   up,  and  be-- 

headed,  246. 

El  Kisi,  governor  of  Africa,  i. 


111. 
Obeidala  Ben  Abdallah,  his  incursions 

into  France,  i.  288. 
• Ben  Abdelaziz,  general,  success 

of,  ii.  122. 
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Oboidala  Ben  Ahmed,  Wali  of  Toledo, 

defeats  the  Christians,  i.  41G. 
Ben  Cai-loman,  the  kiug's  page, 


—  Ben   El    Hagiag,    governor    of 
Africa,  i.  101. 
Ben  Meririn,  verses  recited  hy 


his  secretary,  ii.  121. 
—  Ben  Yahye,  El  Laithi,  demise  of, 

i.  356. 
El    Gnmvi,    general,    successful 

mission    of,    i.    351  ;      alluded    to, 


called  ?>rahedi,  proclaimed  caliph 

in  Roqiieda,  i.  405  ;  his  origin  and 
parentage,  407  ;  builds  the  city  of 
Mediua  Almahedia,  409  ;  his  death, 
ib.  ;  statement  respecting,  410  ;  his 
letters  to  the  Wali,  Said  Ben  Salhi, 
ib. ;  his  death,  41 G. 

El  Monti,  his  death,  ii.  74. 

El  Xeyei,   army  of,  i.  413  ;  his 

troops  put  to  the  sword,  ib. 

"Wali   of  Jaen,    defeated  by  the 

rebels,  i.  3S0. 

Wali  of  Toledo,  ii.  09,  71  ;  vows 


eternal  hatred  to  king  Hixera,   73  ; 
quits  the  city,  73  ;  beheaded,  ib. 
Obeidallah  Araxid,  Cadi  of  Seville,  ii. 

195  ;  revenues  bestowed  on  his  son, 

196  ;  petition  of  Ben  Omar  to,  200  ; 
visits  the  traitor  in  prison,  201. 

Easid,  son  of  Aben  Abed,  re- 
proaches his  father,  ii.  299  ;  his  en- 
coimter  with  Abu  INIeruan,  his 
father-in-law,  320  ;  his  horrible 
death,  ib. 

Ocaili,  Wali,  fleet  under  the  command 
of,  i.  371. 

Ocba  Ben  Alhegag,  Ameer  of  Spain,  i. 
112  ;  his  troops  defeated,  113  ; 
government  of,  114;  his  just  deci- 
sions, lb. ;  his  irreproachable  cha- 
racter, 115  ;  his  meditated  conquests 
in  France,  ib. ;  quells  a  rebellion  in 
liarbary,  IIG  ;  his  zeal  and  activity, 
117;  returns  to  Spain,  118;  his 
death,  ib. 

Ben  Nafe,  great  renown  of,  i. 

40 ;  defence  of,  41 ;  conquests  of, 
43  ;  proceeds  to  quell  an  insurrection 


in  Barbary,  ib.  ;  his  prayer  before 
battle,  ib. 

Ockley,  Simon,  History  of  the  Saracens 
published  by,  i.  13. 

Ola  Ben  Gebir  El  Ocaili,  cousin  of 
Samail  Ben  llatim,  i.  1S4. 

Omar  Beu^Masab,  vizier  to  king  Edris, 
i.  303. 

Aben   Ibrahim,  his  accession  to 

the  throne,  iii.  94  ;  journeys  to  Tin- 
maul  to  visit  the  tomb  of  El  Mehedi, 

94  ;  rebelliou  of  Abu  Dibus  against, 

95  ;  treacherously  assassinated,  ib. 
Ben  Abelaziz,  declared  caliph,  i. 

90  ;  empire  of,  91  ;  his  death,  93. 

Ben  Alaftas,  king  of  Algarve,  his 

reply  to  the  arrogant  demands  of 
Alfonso  Ben  Ferdinand,  ii.  237  ;  his 
jiressing  letter  to  Juzef  Ben  Taxfin, 
239  ;  provisions  made  by,  264  ;  his 
defence  of  Badajoz,  314 ;  put  to 
death,  315 ;  a  very  learned  man, 
ib. ;  anecdote  of,  31 G. 

Ben  AlchitaL,  caliph,  i.  38  ;  his 

death,  39. 

Ben  Almondar,  general,  defeats 

Aben  Cosai,  ii.  442. 

Ben  Hafsiin,  the  rebel,  particu- 
lars respecting,  i.  302  ;  his  incur- 
sions and  successes  in  Spain,  303  ; 
his  feigned  humility  to  the  king, 
304  ;  hisperfidy  and  atrocities,  305  ; 
conceals  himself  in  the  mountains  of 
Arhe,  308  ;  his  compact  with  the 
Christians,  315;  mortally  wounded, 
319,  321 ;  revolt  of  his  son  Calib, 
325. 

Ben  Haxem,  imprisoned,  i.330  ; 

set  at  liberty,  and  appointed  Kovernor 
of  Jaen,  332  ;  killed  by  Abdebnelic, 
34G  ;  his  death  avenged,  ib. 

Ben  Molily  El  Batuy,  becomes 

governor  of  Malaga,  iii.  191  ;  pre- 
sents of  the  king  of  Granada  to, 
192  ;  the  king  of  JMorocco  proceeds 
against  him,  193. 

son  of  Othman  Abn  Said,  rebels 


against  liis  father,  iii.  243  ;  slain  in 
battle  by  his  brothei-,  244. 

Xoaib,  leader  of  the  Andalusians, 

i.  263  ;  exhortations  of,  ib. 
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Om  Atnln.  SiiKniin,  tlin  motlicr  of 
Miihaniiul  AlKlulliih,  iii.  TiS. 

OnmvJi  lU-n  Ualib,  an  eminent  pnt't, 
li.'O. 

Omevn  Hen  Abdclmclic,  liis  Jcfi-ncc  of 
Toledo,  i.  121. 

the    son    of    Ainlcrnlunan,    his 

slanRiitcr  of  ihe  rebels  before  Toledo, 
i.  281. 

Oiiicyan  rnro  of  caliplis,  i.  150. 

(  hnrvrts  of  Spain,  termination  of  their 
dynasty,  ii.  12fi-127. 

Om'n,  city  of,  i.  3  ;  nionnl.nins  of,  30. 

O.'sninn  and  llakem,  princes,  pn'  to 
death,  i.  13.'.. 

Otliiinn  .\bu  Said,  gencrni,  reply  of, 
iii.  233 ;  fears  of,  231 ;  retires  from 
Granada  in  disjnst,  23S  ;  his  snc- 
cesses  over  the  Christi.ins,  239  ;  re- 
volt canscd  by,  ib.  ;  rebellion  of  his 
son  Omar,  213  ;  his  death,  214. 

Otman,  Ameer,  governor  of  Spain,  i. 
102. 

Ben  Abi  Ncza,  i.  102,  104 ;  dis- 
content of,  ib.  ;  his  lady-captive, 
105  ;  truce  concluded  by,  100  ; 
killed,  107  ;  his  head  sent  to  Abdc- 
rahman,  108. 

Hen  Abi  Obcida  El  Carsi,  i.  77. 

Hen  Afan,   caliph,   conqnests  of. 


i.  39  ;  his  death,  ib. 
—  Ben  Omar,  the  king's  vizier,  ii. 

329  ;  opinion  given  bv,  352. 

Ben  Rebia,\i3  death,  i,  3S2. 

Ben  Said  El  Cancni,  his  death. 


i.  no. 

prince,  education  of,  i.  272. 

Oveidala  Ben  Alhegng,  his  accomplish- 
ments, i.  117. 

sent  to  defend  the  norlhcrn  fron- 
tier of  Spain,  i.  272  ;  returns  victo- 
rious to  Cordova,  273. 

Oveidallah,  son  of  the  king  of  Almcria, 
detained  as  hostage  by  Jtizef,  ii. 
298  ;  escapes  in  disguise,  ib. 


Palm-tree,  verses  to  the,  i.  1S3, 192. 
I'ampeluna,   taken   by  the  Christians, 
i.  244 ;  siege  of,  raised,  310. 


Prdro,  son  of  kini;  Ferdinand,  bcconirs 
king  of  Castillc,  iii.  215  ;  his  alli- 
ance with  king  Nazar,  ib.  ;  his 
assistance  sought  by  the  king  of 
Granada,  217  ;  his  conquest  of  tho 
fortress  of  Bute,  219  ;  depredations 
of,  227  ;  besieges  and  takes  Velmcz, 
228  ;  and  Tisear,  ib. :  his  furtlirr 
successes,  229  ;  appears  before  Gra- 
3)ada,  ib.  ;  defeated,  ib.  ;  peace  con- 
cluded with,  274  ;  his  alliance  with 
king  Abu  Anan,  270  ;  receives  the 
embassy  of  the  usurper,  Ismail,  277  ; 
sends   troops   to   assist   !Muliamad, 

283  ;  returns  to  his  dominions  at 
the  desire  of  the  king  of  Granada, 

284  ;  again  retires  to  Honda,  ib.  ; 
bis  reception  of  the  traitor  Abu  Said, 
280  ;  his  treachery  to  his  guests, 
287  ;  present  said  to  have  been  made 
by,  288  ;  receives  assistance  in  his 
wars  from  king  Muharaad,  289  ;  his 
death,  290. 

Pelagius  of  Oveido,  Chronicle  of,  i.  8. 

Philip  III.,  king  of  Spain,  i.  4. 

Plague,  mortality  caused  by  the,  ii.370. 

Planets,  Arab  worship  of,  i.  31. 

Poetry,  Arabic,  its  influence,  i.  20. 

Prayer,  simple  form  of,  ii.  385  ;  for 
rain,  iii.  264 ;  regulations  respecting, 
261-264;  for  the  dead,  265. 

Present,  a  magniliccnt  one,  ii.  222. 

Princes,  good  advice  for,  i.  240. 

Q. 

Quesada,  fortrcps  of,  taken  by  the 
Christians,  iii.  190  ;  retaken,  ib. 

Quieg,  disaster  of  prince  Temim  at,  ii. 
301. 

Quinsarina,  arrival  of  Meruan  Ben 
Muhamadat,  i.  135,  148. 

Quixata,  taken  and  retaken,  iii.  114. 


E. 


Rabito?,  or  frontier-knights,  ii.  119. 

Radhia,  a  fortunate  star,  i.  484. 

Radmir,  king  of  Gallicia,  i.  416; 
marches  to  the  relief  of  Zamora, 
423  ;  bravery  of,  423  ;  retreat  of. 
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426  ;  truce  betwceu  Liin  and  king 

Abiici'ahiiiau,  435. 
Radmir,  king,  slain,  ii.  174. 
Kafel  Dula,  his  death,  ii.  309. 
Rain,  prayer  for,  iii.  264. 
llambla,  or  water- course,  i.  380. 
Itasis.  orRazif,  the  Moor,  work  written 

by,  i.  9. 
liaven,  or  bird  of  separation,  i.  407. 
]{axid  Ben  Abed,  the  hosta.ije,  ii.  179  ; 

placed  under  a  strong  guard,  180; 

restitution  of,  182. 

Ben  Ibrahim,  sad  fate  of,  ii.  82. 

Obeidallah,   son  of  Aben  Abed, 

conference  of  the  king  with,  ii.  249  ; 

Iiis  replies  to  his  father,   250,  251  ; 

opposition  of,  259  ;  his  father  sends 

him   an  account  of  his  victory  at 

Zalacca,  282, 

the  trusty  servant  of   Edris,  i. 


390-391  ;  proposition  of,  392 

Redhiya,  a  beautiful  slave,  i.  462. 

Reduan  Ben  Egas,  the  Moslcmali 
general,  iii.  351 ;  his  victory  over 
the  Ciiristians,  852  ;  anecdote  of, 
ib. ;  government  ofTeied  to,  362  ; 
his  furious  charge  against  the  Chris- 
tians, 369  ;  marches  to  the  relief  of 
Velez  Malaga,  371 ;  his  intrepidity, 
372  ;  advice  of,  373  ;  oath  of  alle- 
giance to,  390  ;  reported  speech  of, 
391 ;  anecdote  of,  392. 

Romans,  their  wars  with  the  Cartha- 
genians,  i.  1. 

Ronda,  city  of,  its  surrender  to  Abnl 
Ilaniri,  ii.  460;  expedilion  against, 
iii.  271. 

Roqueda,  dcitruction  of  the  cily  of,  i. 
400  ;  improvements  at,  404. 

Rotalyehnd,  the  stronghold  of  the  per- 
lidious  Omar,  ii.  307  ;  stormed  and 
taken,  ib. 

Ruderic,  king  of  Spain,  i.  51 ;  dismay 
of,  55  ;  heads  his  troojis  to  Guada- 
lete,  56  ;  killed,  57  ;  his  head  sent 
to  Muza  Ben  Noseir,  58. 

Rui  Ximenes,  his  History  of  the  Arabs, 
i.  8. 

Rusafa,  a  kind  of  quay,  i.  320. 

Rute,  its  conquest  bv  king  Pedro,  iii. 
219,  257. 

TOL.  HI 


Ruy,  Pouce,  the  Christian  i:cneral,  iii. 
345  ;  surprises  Alhaina,  ib. 


S. 


Saad   Ben  Ahmed,  Cadi  of  Toledo,  i. 

30. 
Sabaton  Ben  Abdallah,  Cadi,  his  death, 

i.2?8.  _ 
Sabin,  or  juniper-tree,  i.  443. 
Sabur,  the  Persian  general,  ii.  138. 
Sahba,  a  kind  of  liquor,  i.  314. 
Sahib  El  Barid,  chief  of  the  Forcnifos, 

i.  406  ;  stanza  supplied  by,  4(J7. 
Saib,  of  Sanhaga,  general,  ii.  98. 
Said  Alhakem  Aben  Osman,  ^Vali,  his 

defence  of  Majorca,  iii.  114. 
Ben    Abdus,    the   traveller,    his 

death,  i.  241. 
Ben  Ahmed,  anecdote  related  bv, 

i.  430. 

Ben    Alineslb,  "Wall  of  Toledo, 


slain,  i.  195. 

Ben  Ediis,  appointed  prefect  of 

Azala,  ii.  7- 

Ben  Gudi,  a  rebel  general,  de- 
feated, i.  342. 

Ben  Hassan,   a  learned  man,   ii. 


18  ;  anecdotes  of,    19  ;  works   by, 

ib.:  his  death,  48. 
—  Ben   Husein,  Y\'ali    of  Tortosa, 

heads  the  rebels,  i.  228  ;  killed  and 

decapitated,  234. 
Ben  Jonas,  statement  of,  i.  203. 


Ben  Othman,  poem  by,  ii.  18. 

—  Ben  Salhi,  liis  reply  to  Obeidaki, 
i.  410;  orders  to  him,  412;  lalas 
Fez  by  storm,  413. 

—  Ben  Suleiman,  hisenlofrv  of  Sunr 


Ben  Ilamdum,  i.  340  ;  causes  that 
led  to  his  assassination,  347- 

Saida,  sister  of  king  Almondhir,  i.  325. 

Cubra,  consort   of  the    kiwj:   of 

Seville,  ii.  304;   iier  death,  305. 

Salcho,  prince,  son  of  king  Alfonso, 
sends  his  son  to  encounter  tin;  Almc- 
ravides,  ii.  334  ;  slain  in  battle,  335. 

Sale,  city  of,  captured,  ii.  403;  sur- 
renders to  iVbdelinumcn,  417  ;  death 
of  Abdelmumeu  at,  iii.  10, 
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i>i*U'li.  l)rotlii"r  of  flu-  caliph  Abdnllnli, 
i.  1  IS  ;  verses  bv,  ]  1"J  ;  returns  to 
l',;yi)t,  il). 

...ilcrno,  descent  upon  the  citv  uf,  ii. 
•19. 

Salomon  Hen  Corai\i,  Iiii^cloadi,  i.  13.'5. 

Saiimil  Hen  llatiiii,  !=nnic  ncci ntnt  uf,  i. 
133;  civil  war  Ix'tufcn  liiiii,  Thiieba 
El  ilczami,  and  llus;iin  Ben  Dhirar, 
l.lfi;  stratn^eni  emploml  by,  IS'J, 
li)C> ;  defeat  id  by  Amer  Hen  Amru, 
157  ;  his  defence  of  Saragossa,  158  ; 
ret  reals  from  the  city,  ib.  ;  assembles 
his  troop?  at  Toledo,  159  ;  the  war 
against,  175  ;  defeated,  177;  retires 
to  the  land  of  Tadmir,  178;  advice 
of,  ISO,  mission  entrusteil  to,  183; 
retires  from  public  life,  187  ;  his 
death,  I'Jl. 

Samareand,  taken  by  Coteibo,  i.  48. 

Sampiro,  the  Asturian,  Chronicle  of,  i  8. 

Sannhe,  vizier,  torn  to  pieces  by  the 
populace,  ii.  415. 

Saaeho,  count,  king  of  the  Christians, 
ii.  Gl. 

jicneral,  slain  in  battle,  iii.  27. 

prince,  commands  the  Christian 

army,  iii.  177  ;  taken  prisoner  and 
liillp'd,  17S. 

prince,  son  of  kini;  Alphonso,  iii. 

1S2  ;  defeated  by  the  kini;  of  Gra- 
nada, 183  ;  his  propositions  to  that 
monarch,  ib.  ;  forms  a  treaty  of 
alliance  with  him,  184  ;  besieged  at 
Cordova  by  his  father's  troops,  ib..; 
defeated  by  the  troops  of  JInhamaJ, 
185  ;  receives  letters  of  condolence 
from  the  king  of  Tunis.  188  ;  mes- 
sage of,  ib. ;  negociations  of  the 
Icing  of  Morocco  with,  192 ;  storms 
and  takes  Tarifa,  194 ;  his  rupture 
with  the  king  of  Granaila,  195  ;  be- 
sieges and  takes  Quesada  and  Al- 
cabdat,  196  ;  successes  of,  ib. ;  his 
death,  ib.,  198. 

Sanhasa,  successes  of  Zeiri  Ben  Atia 
in,  ii.  37  ;  tribe  of,  205. 

Santamaria,  town  of,  rebuilt,  ii.  81 ; 
defeat  of  the  people  of,  iii.  68  ;  be- 
sieged by  Ben  Zeyan,  125. 


Santaven,  besieged  by  king  Jiizcf,  iii. 
31  ;  taken  by  storm,  il). 

.Santisliban,  capture  of,  i.  405. 

Santyae,  capture  of,  ii.  IG;  church  of, 
burnt,  25. 

Saragossa,  conquest  of,  i.  79  ;  tombs 
at,  89  ;  arrival  of  the  Ameer  Oeba 
at,  115;  cities  of,  145;  siege  of, 
157;  capture,  158;  surrenders  to 
Jusuf  El  Tehri,  171;  advice  sent 
by  the  vizier  of,  212;  occupied  by 
the  rebels,  234  ;  entry  of  king  Al- 
hakem  into,  250  ;  entry  of  prince 
Alniondliir  into, 31 1 ;  new  incursions 
in,  314;  surrenders  to  Calib  Ben 
Ilafsun,  325  ;  entry  of  king  Abde- 
rahnian  into,  374  ;  besieged  by  king 
Alfonso,  ii.  260-2G1 ;  siege  of, 
raised,  2G3 ;  surrendered  to  the 
Christians,  344  ;  troops  sent  to  the 
relief  of,  345. 

the  Wali  of,  ordered  to  proeced 

against  the  French,  i.  288  ;  defeated 
on  the  frontiers  of  Gallicia,  295  ; 
inactivity  of,  303. 

Sarbatcra,  siege  of  the  fortress  of,  iii. 
67;  sufferings  of  the  army  before,GS. 

Sardinia,  island  of,  Christian  fleet  des- 
troyed at,  i.  265  ;  taken,  ii.  90,  94. 

Saxato  Ben  Salema,  a  learned  man,  i. 
224. 

Scipio,  the  most  admirable  of  heroes, 
i.  1. 

Sea,  extraordinary  sinking  of  the,  i. 
448. 

Sebastian  of  Salamanca,  Chronicle  at- 
j        tributed  to,  i.  7. 

Seeura,  mountain  city  of,  i.  221  ; 
taken,  ii.  310. 

Sefonda,  the  fortress  of,  occupied  by 
Suleiman,  i.  230;  who  takes  shelter 
in  the  mountains,  ib. 

Segura,  the  sierras  of,  i.  77- 

Selima,  a  beautiful  slave,  i.  97. 

Serag-Daula,  prince,  killed,  ii.  184. , 

Serida,  ambush  laid  at,  ii.  371. 

Setenil,  fortress  of,  besieged,  iii.  300- 
301  ;  the  town  of,  surrenders  to  the 
Christians,  3G5. 

Seville,  schools  established  at,  i.   o  ; 
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carnage  of  the  inhabitanis  of,  71  ; 
captured  by  the  rebels,  1S9,  198  ; 
entry  of  Meknesi  into,  207  ;  depre- 
dations of  the  Normans  at,  290  ; 
the  walls  and  edifices  at,  restored, 
291  ;  rebellion  at,  334 ;  taken  by 
prince  Abderahman,  344;  disloyalty 
at,  351  ;  treaty  of  alliance  concluded 
at,ii.  1 57 ;  captured,  1 85 ;  besieged  by, 
Aben  Abed,  ib.  ;  congress,  of  Cadies 
at,  204  ;  council  of  Ameers  at,  230  ; 
arrival  of  Juzef  at,  264,  iii,  22  ;  re- 
joicinjjs  at,  on  account  of  the  battle  of 
Zalacca,  ii.  282  ;  surrenders  to  the 
Almoravides,  304  ;  conquest  of,  by 
the  Almohades,  455;  erection  of  anew 
Aljama  at,  iii.  25,  54,  55  ;  arrival  of 
king  Abdallah  and  his  army  at,  G3  ; 
invested  by  land  and  sea,  141  ;  pro- 
tracted siege  of,  143 ;  surrounded 
by  the  horrors  of  war,  144  ;  surren- 
ders to  king  Ferdeland,  on  certain 
conditions,  145. 

Shepherds,  Arab,  their  mode  of  life,  i. 
31. 

Sicily,  the  conquest  of,  i.  396;  slaughter 
of  the  inhabitants  of,  421 ;  successes 
of  the  king  of,  ii.  467. 

Sidonia,  insurrection  of  the  Alcaide  of, 
i.  198  ;  siege  of,  199. 

Sierras,  proceedings  of  the  rebels  in 
the,  i.  204. 

Sigilmesa,  taken  by  storm,  i.  452 ; 
capitulates  to  Abdelmnmen,  ii.  467. 

Siguenza,  a  tragic  event  in  the  palace 
of  Samail  at,  i.  156-157. 

Sirag  Ben  Abdallah,  a])pointed  presi- 
dent of  the  chief  tribunal  of  Cordova, 
i.  213. 

Slaves,  natives  of  Guinea,  purchased, 
ii.  2]  8  ;  instructed  in  horsemanship, 
219. 

Sobeiha,  Sultann,  mother  of  prince 
Hixem,  i.  480-493  ;  influence  of, 
494  ;  aqueduct  constructed  by,  498  ; 
causes  a  mosque  to  be  erected  at 
Cordova,  507 ;  her  death,  ii,  45, 

Sodaif,  verses  recited  by,  i.  152. 

Sohaib  Beu  ?iluza,  curious  anecdote 
respecting  his  seal,  i.  372. 


Cadi,  his  death,  i.  388. 

Solomon,  the  precious  table  of,  i.  73, 
84. 

Spain,  domination  of  the  Arabs  in,  i. 
2  ;  the  libraries  of,  8  ;  proposals  for 
passing  into,  51  ;  tempting  descrip- 
tions of  the  country,  52  ;  Taric 
crosses  into,  53 ;  Arab  expedition 
to  the  east  of,  77 ;  rebellion  in, 
suppressed,  99  ;  election  and  depo- 
sition of  Ameers  of,  101  ;  civil  war 
in,  between  Baleg  and  Aben  Cotaii, 
121  ;  distribution  of  lands  in,  132  ; 
civil  war  between  the  Arab  generals 
in,  154,  156  ;  list  of  the  Ameers  or 
governors  in,  160-162;  caliphs  of, 
161 ;  incursions  of  theChristians  into, 
213  ;  rivers  of,  222  ;  public  instruc- 
tion in,  224  ;  rebellion  and  war  in 
the  east  of,  234  ;  irruption  of  the 
people  of  France  into,  248  ;  expedi- 
tion to  the  northern  frontiers  of, 
272  ;  fleet  sent  ^rom,  on  a  warlike. 
exjiedition  to  France,  289  ;  arrival 
of  the  Normans  on  the  coast  of,  ib. ; 
great  drought  and  scarcity  in,  291  ; 
grand  woiks  efl'ected  in,  292,  306  ; 
fearful  earthquake  in,  317 ;  incur- 
sions of  the  French  into,  318  ; 
famine  and  pestilence  in,  348  ;  dis- 
positions for  guarding  the  coast  of, 
371  ;  terrible  mortality  in,  379  ; 
dreadful  hurriiane  in,  4G7  ;  expedi- 
tion of  the  Almohades  to,  ii.  447  ; 
their  conquests  in,  483. 

Suar  Ben  Hamdura,  a  rebel  general,  i. 
339 ;  taken  and  beheaded,  340  ; 
eulogy  on,  ib. 

IJon,  false  intelligence  communi- 
cated by,  iii.  123. 

Suleiman  Beu  Abdelgafir,  reply  of,  i. 
436  ;  his  death  and  funeral,  ii.  68. 

Ben  Albaga,  satirical  works  of,  i. 

353 ;  implores  the  king's  pardon, 
ib. ;  secret  revealed  by,  ib. 

Ben  Alhakem,  marches  against 

Cordova,  ii.  61 ;  enters  that  city, 
and  is  proclaimed  king,  63  ;  pro- 
ceedings of,  ib. ;  causes  conspirators 
to   be  decapitated,   64 ;    malicious 
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n.U  ;ro  ii'jcrlinl  by,  ib. ;  defeats  Mu- 
tttiiimtl  Hon  lliAt'ip,  f)7 ,  lii'iiil  of 
Ibat  fcciu'iiil  stilt  to  liiiii,  71  ;  liis 
i!('\n>talioiis  nnmiiil  (,'ordovn,  T''  ; 
his  u|)|)i'al  to  the  Wnlifsi,  7C  ;  h'9 
entry  into  Cordova,  7'J  ;  proclaimed 
kiiiir,  SO ;  iirocccdiiiRi  of,  ib.  ;  re- 
wards bis  foMowcrs,  SI  ;  his  cnrrs 
find  aiixiflifs,  B7  ;  battle  fonulit  by, 
8S  ;  dcfi'dion  nnioiii:  bis  troops,  'JO  ; 
fall  of,  Ul  ;  bebcadcd,  1)2. 
Suleiman  Ben  Anis,  Cadi  of  Mcrida, 
inij  lores  tbc  kiiiic's  jiardon,  i.  335  ; 
ii|>|ioiiitcd  vizier,  'SM'). 

Mill  Ihahif,  his  death,  ii.  911. 

lieu  Tutcis,  Wall  of  the  Zoco,  i. 

237. 

l?cn  ITariin,  bis  death,  i.  356. 

I'cu  liiNein,    sncces-s  of,   i.  lOS  ; 

defeated,  13.")  ;  ordered  to  be  put  to 
death,  152. 

Ben   Jorais,    poisons  Edris,    i. 

'.VM  ;  wounded,  ib. 

(uncle  of  Albakem),  excites  the 


people  to  open  rebellion  against  tlie 
kin;.:,  bis  nephew,  i.  243. 

Hen  Mohran,  the  poet,  ii.  47. 

Ben   Yenasos,    vizier,   i.    358  ; 

olTeuded  at  the  kinpr's  pleasantry, 
35') ;  dc)  osed  from  command,  ib. ; 
reply  of,  oGO. 

. Ben  Xihab,  his  defeat  and  dcatli, 

i.  179. 

caliph,  succeeds  his  brother  as 

cali])h,  i.  84  J  empire  of,  85  ;  anec- 
dote of  his  crueltv,  'JO  ;  his  death, 
ib.,  91. 

El  rirexi,  funeral  of,  ii.  68. 

prince,    son  of  Abderahman,    i. 

213  ;  appointed  governor  of  Toledo, 

214  ;  resentment  of,  226  ;  requests 
his  brother,  Abdallah,  to  repair  to 
'Joledo,  227  ;  hij  compact  with 
Abdallah,  228  ;  defeated,  230  ;  over- 
throw  ol  his  forces,  245  ;  his  great 
\alour,  246  ;  slain,  ib. ;  his  honour- 
able interment,  247. 

San,  extraordinary  appearance  of  the, 
i.  215  ;  total  eclipse  of  the,  302, 
424, 4C7.      - 


Suns,  Ibroc,  seen  at  Cordova,  i.  159. 

Sus,  conipiest  of,  i-  43. 

'  .Maksa,  reliellion  in,  ii.  349. 

Syr  Ben  Bekir,  the  Ahnoravide  general, 
ii.  2.S5  ;  information  communicated 
by,  297  ;  command  given  to,  299- 
300  ;  his  letter  to  the  king  of  Se- 
ville, commaiuliiii;  bim  to  resign  bis 
territories  to  .fuzcf,  ib.  ;  besieges 
and  captures  Jacn,  301  ;  sends  an 
account  of  bis  victory  to  Juzef,  Ii02  ; 
further  conquests  of,  ib.  ;  storms 
and  takes  Carniona,  303  ;  and  also 
Seville,"'  304;  his  successes  in  Al- 
garve,  314;  Badajos  surrenders  to, 
335  ;  treacherously  causes  the  king 
of  Badajos  and  his  two  sons  to  be 
put  to  death,  315  ;  takes  possession 
of  Iviea,  iMajorca,  &c.  319  ;  lays 
siege  to  V^alencia,  321 ;  iiis  successes 
in  the  Algarvc  of  Spain,  339  ;  his 
death,  340. 

Syr  Ben  ISlnsIadi,  dtfer.tcd  by  the 
Almohades,  ii.  359. 

Syria,  military  expedition  to,  i.  36-37  ; 
civil  war  in,  101  ;  appearance  of  an 
impostor  in,  134. 


Taberna,  defeat  of  the  Christians  before, 
iii.377. 

Tadmir  (or  Theodomir),  the  Spanish 
knight,  defeated,  i.  55  ;  his  despe- 
rate eontlicts  with  the  Arabs,  74  ; 
stratagem  of,  75  ;  enters  into  a 
treaty  of  peace  with  Abdelaziz,  75— 
77  ;  his  reception  of  the  Arab  ge- 
neral, 76. 

(ilurcia),  division  of  the  lands 

of,  i.  1S2;  alluded  to,  178,  181, 
186,  205,  221,  230,  245,  258, 
268  ;  orders  to  the  Alcaides  of, 
373 ;  entry  of  king  Abderahmaa 
into,  374 ;  the  governor  of,  enter- 
tains the  Hagib  Muhamad,  ii.  4. 

Tahart,   a  place  in  Mauritania,  i.  165 
168, 

Taira,  princess,  her  death,  ii.   175  ; 
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srief  of  king  Mulianiad,  her  fallicr, 

ib. 
Takerua,  dreadful  carnage  at,  i.  237. 
Talamanca   (Salamanca),  the   city  of, 

taken  anJ  ])luucicrcd,  iii.  54. 
Talavt'ra,  the  AVali  of,  i.  297  ;  besieged 

by  the   Cliristians,   387  ;  the  walli 

of,  repaired,  388. 
Talismans  of  the  ancients,  ii.  10. 
Tangiei's,  sanguinary  battle  at,  i.  471  ; 

the  city  of,  aurrendeis  to  Juzef,  ii. 

228. 
Tanja,  the  Christians  of,  i.  51 ;  citv  of, 

53. 
Tarabolos,  l!ic  \VaIi  of,  assassinated,  i. 

402. 
Tarcuna  (Tarragona),  conquest  of,  by 

king  Juzef,  iii.  27. 
Tarie  Beu  Zeyad,  general,  crosses  into 

Spain,  i.  53  ;  celerity  of  his  move- 
ments,  56  ;  animates  the   soldiers, 

57  ;  kills  king  KoUeric,  ib.  ;  his 
account  of  the  battle  of  Guadalete, 

58  ;  his  conquests  in  Andalusia,  01 ; 
takes  Toledo,  64 ;  his  successes  at 
Tolaitola,  70 ;  cast  into  prison,  73  ; 
reinstated  in  his  command,  77  ;  his 
recall,  81  ;  his  departure  from  Spain, 
ib.  ;  his  interview  with  the  caliph, 
82  ;  confounds  Mnza,  84. 

Tarif  Abt-n  Tarie,  ti'auslation  of  the 
History  of,  i.  10. 

Tarifa,  battle  on  the  plains  of,  iii.  109  ; 
the  city  of,  stormed  and  taken  by 
the  Christians,  104  ;  beleaguered  by 
prince  Juan,  ib.;  lossof,  197  ;  pro- 
position relative  to,  198  ;  siege  of, 
254. 

Tarragona,  rebellion  in,  suppressed,  i. 
99  ;  wrested  from  the  rebels,  250  ; 
inscription  in  the  mosque  at,  454. 

Taxfin,  sou  of  king  Aly  Beu  Jusef, 
sent  to  Spain,  ii.  379  ;  arranges  his 
troops  in  order  of  battle,  380  ;  his 
signal  defeat  of  the  Christians  at 
Fohos-Assebab,  ib. ;  takes  counsel 
of  his  generals,  381  ;  routs  the 
enemy  at  Gebel  El  Cazar,  ib.  ;  de- 
feated by  the  Christians,  393  ;  poem 
addressed  to  him  on  that  occasion 


by  his  secretary,  Abu  Zacaria,  394  ; 
rejoiced  at  the  defeat  of  the  Chris- 
tians, 404 ;  exploits  of,  405 ;  his 
campaigns  against  the  Christians, 
406  ;  takes  Cuenca  by  storm,  ib.  ; 
requested  by  his  father  to  return  to 
Africa,  ib.;  verses  in  his  praise, 
407 ;   defeated   by   the  Almohades, 

421  ;  his  accession  to  the  throne, 

422  ;  writes  to  his  generals,  ib. ; 
proceeds  against  and  defeats  Abdel- 
mumen,  ib. ;  pitches  his  camp  at 
Wadi  Tehlit,  423  ;  accession  to  his 
forces,  ib. ;  defeat  and  flight  of  his 
troops,  424;  sends  for  fresh  troops, 
425  ;  reviews  them,  ib. ;  marches 
towards  Tclcncen,  ib. ;  charges  the 
Almohades,  420  ;  is  vigorously  re- 
pulsed, ib. ;  shuts  himself  uj)  in 
Telencen,  427  ;  sortie  of,  ib. ;  pro- 
ceeds to  the  relief  of  Uhran,  ib. ; 
fp.lls  over  a  precipice  and  is  killed, 
428  ;  his  head  sent  toTinmaul,  ib.  ; 
brief  reign  of,  423. 

Telencen,  submits  to  Edris,  i.  391  ; 
the  inhabitants  put  to  the  sword,  ii. 
444 ;  sanguinary  conflict  near,  424  ; 
siej;e  of,  427,  444,  iii.  205, 

Telinda,  battle  of,  i.  44. 

Telle  (iiron,  the  Christian  general,  de- 
feated, iii.  331 ;  slain,  347. 

Temam  Ben  Alcama,  rejily  of,  i.  107  ; 
proceeds  to  Africa,  108  ;  his  address 
to  Abderahman,  169;  victory  gained 
by,  188;  takes  Muhamad  Ben  Jusef 
prisoner,  ib.  ;  anives  at  Seville, 
189  ;  his  declaration  to  the  rebels 
of  Toledo,  193  ;  his  advice  to  Ab- 
derahman, 209  ;  appointed  high 
admiral,  211. 

Ben  Amri,vizier,demise  of,i.346. 

Temim  Abeu  Juzef,  sent  to  the  north 
of  Spaiu  to  succour  the  Moslemah, 
ii.  343  ;  his  conflict  with  the  Chris- 
tians, ib. ;  utterly  defeated  at  Cn- 
tanda,  345  ;  cares  of,  346  ;  his  re- 
turn to  Andalusia,  372  ;  his  death, 
379. 

Ben  iMansur,  victory  of,  ii.  224 

killed,  225. 
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TcnipMl,  tnrifip,  nl  srn,  ii.  U5. 
Tenilil'n,  ("onii($  dc,  n|))iointcdJAlcnytlc 

(if  Grnna<ia,  iii.  -tOl. 
'IViisitcim,  sni)miiiinry  buttle  nt,  ii.  '102. 
'I'lnnlnha  Hin  Snicmn,  nil  .\r;\l)  ^jptirnil, 

i.    ll'J;    passes    iriio    Spain,    120; 

proceeds  townrds  Mi-rida,  124  ;  Injs 

sirpp  to  Cordova,  llU  ;  arrested  and 

sent  to  Afrira,  ii). 
Thabit   Kl  (iua^eiii,  a  wise  aslrologcr, 

ii.  ;io. 

Tlicft,  iiiiiiisliiijent  of,  iii.  '2C>[). 

Tiiemina,  inoliier  of  king  Muhamad, 
i.  LMta. 

Thcoiihiins,  Idiigofllic  Greeks,  entreats 
the  assistance  of  Abderahinan  .ngaiusl 
the  calipii  of  tlie  East,  i.  2S9.' 

Thuei)n  El  lle/auii,  elected  Ameer  of 
.Spain,  i.  137  ;  his  revenjjcful  con- 
duct, 13S;  government  of,  140. 

Time,  .\rabic,  computation  of,  i.  20. 

TinniHid,  retirement  of  El  IMclicdi  to, 
ii.  355,  3G2  ;  strongly  fortilicd,  ib. ; 
inarch  of  Abdelnmmen  from,  402. 

Tiscar,  obstinate  defence  of,  iii.  228  ; 
taken  by  Don  Pedro,  ib. 

Tobeos,  or  Arab  sovereigns,  i.  31. 

Tolailola,  arrival  of  IV.ric  at,  i.  62 ; 
surrenders  to  him,  64. 

Tolcdau  Chronicle,  i.  8. 

Toledo,  Don  Rui  Xiuicnes,  archbishop 
of,  i.  9  ;  conquest  of,  by  tlie  Arabs, 
64;  arrival  of  Muza  Ben  Noseir  at, 
71  ;  siege  of,  121,  ISS,  201  ;  cities 
in  the  province  of,  li.j ;  assemblage 
of  troops  at,  159  ;  revolt  of  Ben 
Adra  in,  192  ;  surrender  of,  202  ; 
the  king's  son  appointed  governor 
of,  214  ;  Abdallah  obtains  possession 
of,  243  ;  ncgociations  of  the  people 
of,  245 ;  massacre  at,  252  ;  sedition 
and  insurrection  of  the  people  of, 
282  ;  dreadful  slaughter  of  the  rebels 
before,  285 ;  reduction  of,288  ;  siege 
of,  296  ;  stratagem  of  the  king,  ib. ; 
fatal  sortie  from,  297  ;  reduction  of, 
298  ;  the  people  of,  pardoned,  ib. ; 
seditious  proceedings  at,  311  ;  the 
ling  restores  order  at,  313  ;  entry 
of  CsJib   Ben  Ilafsun  into,   325'; 


surrender  of,  to  general  llaxcm, 
327  ;  treachery  of  Ilcfsun  in  respect 
to,  ib.  ;  conflicts  between  king  Al- 
inou'lhir  and  the  Christians  in  the 
|)roviucc  of,  3;U)  ;  the  army  under 
king  Abderahrnan  jirocceds  to  sniyu- 
gate  the  rebels  at,  365  ;  surrenders 
to  king  Abderahrnan,  386  ;  the  in- 
habitants of,  pardoned,  ib.  ;  the 
AVali  of,  attacks  the  Christians  of, 
before  Talavera,  387  ;  arrival  of 
prince  Alhakem  at,  463  ;  taken  by 
the  Wadha  El  Alamari,  ii.  73  ;  Abu 
Ismail,  governor  of,  74  ;  desolation 
of  the  district  of,  196  ;  siege  of 
tlie  capital,  and  its  surrender,  198  ; 
its  conquest  alluded  to,  242-243  ; 
devastations  in,  338-340,  iii.  25. 

the  king  of,  his  treaties  with  the 

Christians  of  GalliciaandCastille,  ii. 
155  ;  his  incursions  in  the  territoiics 
of  Cordova,  150  ;  his  ambitious  pur- 
poses, 167  ;  his  death,  169. 

Tombs  of  the  caliphs  at  Damascus, 
violated,  i.  154. 

Torgicla,  taken  by  the  Christians,  iii. 
114. 

Tortosa,  landing  of  the  rebels  in  the 
vicinity  of,  i.  204  ;  sanguinary  con- 
tests near,  229,  250 ;  defeat  of  the 
Christians  before,  256. 

Toulouse,  siege  of,  i.  95  ;  defeat  of  the 
Arabs  at,  9G. 

Tours,  the  city  of,  i.  109. 

Towns,  register  of  the,  i.  488. 

Tunis,  city  o.*',  i.  3  ;  march  of  Abdel- 
niumen  from  Medina  Sale  to,  ii. 
488  ;  siege  of,  490  ;  taken,  ib. 

Turab,  defeat  of  the  caliph  Meruan  at, 
i.  147. 


L'beda,   foundation  of  the  city  of,  i. 

324. 
Ucles,  flight  of  Muhamad  to,  i.  114. 
Uhran,   city   of,    besieged,    ii.    427  j 

stormed  and  taken  by  Abdelmuraen, 

428,  444. 
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Ukailis,  siege  and  surreuder  ol,  ii.  33-1 ' 

valiant  defence  of,  ib. 
Uxixar,  a  strong  citadel,  iii.  107. 
Uzam  Daula,  protection  alibrJed  to,  ii. 

149. 


Valencia,  tlie  tiovernor  of,  i.  2 ;  the 
Wali  of,  killed,  229  ;  taken  by  tlie 
king  of  Toledo,  172  ;  deposition  of 
the'kiug  of,  ib. ;  siege  of,  ii.  olO  ; 
fall  of,  311, 321 ;  restored  to  Islam, 
ib. ;  attacked  by  king  Eadmir,  371 ; 
the  Christians  defeated  at,  iii.  81 ; 
their  renewed  incursions  into,  S3  ; 
taken  by  Gioraail  Beu  Zeyau,  110  ; 
besieged  by  king  Gaycum,  12S  ;  de- 
fended by  king  Giomail  Ben  Zeyan, 
ib.  ;  conditions  of  its  surrender, 
129  ;  given  up  to  the  Christian 
king,  ib. ;  abandoned  by  the  JMos- 
Icmah,  ib. ;  exiles  from,  settle  in 
Granada,  144. 

Velad  Barga,  city  of,  ii.  225. 

Dukela,  Cabilas  of,  utterly  de- 
feated by  Abdelmumea,  ii.  403. 

Tudela,  taken  by  storm,  ii.  403. 

Volez  Malaga,  Reduan  Ben  Egas 
marches  to  the  relief  of,  iii.  371  ; 
surrendered  to  the  Christians,  373. 

Velila,  arrival  of  Edris  in,  i.  391. 

Velraez,  town  of,  its  conquest  by  Don 
Bedro,  iii.  228. 

Vera,  surrenders  to  the  Christians,  iii. 
376. 

Veriquia,  city  of,  ii.  211. 


t'lgUa,  monk,  Chronicle  of 


1.  (. 


"VVadaramla,  valley  of,  i.  171. 

Wadha  El  Alameri,  secret  revealed  by, 
ii.65  ;  appointed  Ilagib  to  Muhamad 
Beu  Ilixem,  66 ;  insinuations  of, 
70  ;  attacks  and  takes  Toledo,  73  ; 
vituperations  on,  74  ;  his  influence 
over  the  king,  76 ;  beheaded,  77. 


"VVadhaElFeti,  general, marches  against 
Ben  Atia,  ii.  30  ;  defeated,  31  ;  his 
victories  over  Zeriri  Beu  Atia,  32  ; 
recalled  from  Fez,  46. 

Wadi-Mena,  sanguinary  battle  at,  ii.31. 

Wahda,  city  of,  built  and  fortified,  ii. 
30. 

Wahib  Ben  Zahir,  proposition  of,  i.l68. 

son  of  Amer  13en  Amru,  appointed 

(iovernor  of  Saragossa,   i.  159  ;  ex- 
ploits of,  166;  his  dreadful  fate,  172. 

Walid  Ben  Abdelmelic,  caliph,  empire 
of  the,  i.  48  ;  commands  the  great 
Aljama  to  be  built  at  Damascus,  49  ; 
complaints  made  to,  SO  ;  recalls  his 
generals,  81;  his  reception  of  Tarlc, 
82 ;  malady  of,  S3  ;  Muza  convicted 
before,  84  ;  his  death,  ib. ;  succeeded 
by  his  brother,  Suleiman,  ib. 

Wahib  Ben  Jezid,  caliph,  reign  of,  i. 
125  ;  character  of,  126  ;  barbarously 
murdered,  ib. ;  attempts  to  avenge 
his  death,  127. 

Wali  of  Cairvan,  disputes  the  authority 
of  Abderahraan,  i.  194  ;  artifices  of, 
196  ;  killed,  197  ;  his  head  exposed 
ill  the  market-place  of  Cairvan,  ib. 

Yv'alies  of  the  frontier,  defeat  and  pur- 
sue the  Christians,  i.  214  ;  oath  of 
allegiance  taken  by,  224  ;  unworthy 
conduct  of,  244  ;  sanguinary  battles 
fought  by,  273;  reduced  to  obedience, 

Wali  mas,  or  wedding-feasts,  i.  467,  iii. 
266. 

Warriors,  female,  at  Auriola,  i.  75. 

Weapons,  warlike,  amoimt  of,  manu- 
factured in  the  empire  of  Abdcl- 
mumen,  iii.  6. 

Wedding-procession  at  Cordova,  ii.  12. 

Wine,  sale  of,  prohibited,  i.  400  ;  on 
the  use  of,  467  ;  disapproved  of  by 
(he  kino;,  468. 


X. 


Xalubania,  cruel  mandate  sent  to  the 
Alcaydc  of,  iii.  302 ;  his  emotion 
and  indecision  on  receiving  it,  ib. ; 
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bcRioppd   by  the   ^loslciiiali,    388- 
38'.t. 

Xativn,  (.irsro  of,  ii.  419  ;  siirrrndcr  of, 
to  Abu  Urn  AbJilaziz.  1)1'}. 

Xrlb,  lity  of,  rnpttircd,  iii.  40. 

Xvqtic,  nobk- conduct  of  n,  iii.  2  ;  bis 
?c])iilrhr(',  ib. 

Xrqiics,  council  licbl  by  tlic,  i.  ir)f); 
linspitnlity  of  tbc,  ITiTj  ;  nnbai-y  of 
the,  to  Abdcrnlinmi,  lOS;  ncconi- 
pnny  him  to  Spiiiii,  173  ;  iiisurrtc- 
tion  of  the,  iii.  84  ;  put  the  caliph 
to  dctith,  ib. ;  new  sovciciiin  pro- 
claimed by,  S.")  ;  coiidcniiicd  to 
death,  87  ;  tlieir  heads  suspended  on 
the  city  walls,  8S ;  offended  with 
the  kins  of  Granada,  157;  rebel 
aeainst  him,  158;  defeated,  169; 
conntcnanccd  by  king  .\li)honso, 
170  ;  truce  granted  to,  for  one  year, 
172-173  ;  nccomniodate  matters 
with  kins;  Muhamad,  174;  advice 
to,  175;  retire  to  their  cities,  180; 
their  reply  to  .'\bu  Juzef,  190  ;  tlieir 
submission  to  iiim,  ib. ;  subjected 
by  the  king  of  Granada,  197. 

Xeqnes  of  Lamtuna,  government  of,  ii. 
339. 

Xercs,  battle  of,  i.  9  ;  city  of,  ii.  106, 
1 10  ;  the  inhabitants  submit  to  ,\bu 
Amman,  448  ;  devastations  of  the 
Christians  at,  iii.  139  ;  besieged  by 
king  Alphonso,  149 ;  capitulation 
of,  150-158. 

Xcrif  Edris,  statement  of,  ii.  84. 

X  abil  Ben  Abdailah,  verses  recited  by, 
i.  152. 

Ximena,  town  of,  taken  by  the  Chris- 
tians, iii.  330. 

Xiyeis  race,  kings  of  the,  i.  40','. 


Yidiyc  Aben  Aly,  uncle  of  king  Ibra- 
him, nuptials  of,  ii.  445  ;  flight  of, 
446. 

Ben  Ahmed   Hussein,   W;di  of 

Xativa,  becomes  an  outcast,  iii.  143. 

15en   Alaftas,    king  of  Badajoz, 

marches  to  the  aid  of   Yahyc   cf 


Toledo,  ii.  194  ;  flight  of  the  Chris- 
tians on  his  ii])|)i-()aeli,  ib.  ;  his  sud- 
den dcatli  at  Xlerid.i,  ib.  ;  succeeded 
by  his  younger  brother,  ib.  ;  setuls 
his  son,  All'adal,  to  the  relief  of 
Toledo,  190;  his  letters  to  the 
prinee  of  tiui  Almoravides,  204. 

—  Ik'u  Aliiakcm,  bis  death,  i.  301  ; 
parlieulais  respect iiig,  ib. 

Ben  Almamun,   surrender  of  his 


city  to  kin'.;  Alfonso,  ii.  198  ;  retires 
to  Valencia,  ib. 

lien    Aly    Ben    .\asa,    Wali    of 

Cordova,  ii.  409  ;  his  head  struck 
off  by  AbcM  Ganin,  470. 

Ben  Anicr,  his  death,  ii.  72. 

Ben  .Anasir,  vanquished  by  A  by 

Aly  Alainoun,  iii.  107  ;  Hies  to  iJic 
mountains,  ib.  ;  foments  the  revolt 
against  the  Alinoliades,  109;  congra- 
tulates Aben  II  ml  on  his  victory.  111; 
asserts  his  right  to  the  throne,  115; 
army  assembled  by,  116  ;  confers 
the  command  of  it  upon  his  nephew, 
il). ;  his  death,  ib. ;  his  nei)hcw  pro- 
claimed king  of  Almeria,  127; 
entry  of  the  latter  into  Granad:!, 
ib.  ;  he  concerts  measures  with 
his  viziers,  iii.  129;  is  compelled 
to  raise  the  siege  of  Martos,  130; 
defeats  the  Christians,  ib. ;  drives 
the  Christians  iVom  bis  territories, 
132;  iiis  public  works  at  Granada, 
133  ;  councils  held  by,  134  ,  order 
observed  in  his  household,  ib. ;  cul- 
tivates the  friendship  of  ])owerful 
Ameers,  ib. ;  sends  supplies  to  liis 
strongholds  on  the  frontier,  130; 
approves  the  conduct  of  the  leaders 
of  the  convoy,  ib. ;  defeated  at  llisn 
Bolnllos,  137  ;  places  himself  under 
the  protection  of  king  rcrdeland, 
138  ;  his  cordial  reception,  i!).  ; 
agrees  to  the  condition  of  the  Chris- 
tian king,  ib. ;  accompanies  him  iu 
his  campaign  against  Seville,  ib. ; 
advice  of,  140;  defeats  Abnl  Xetaf, 
141  ;  valorous  acts  of,  ib.  ;  takes 
leave  of  king  Ferdeland,  14G;  re- 
joicings on  his  arrival  in  Granada, 
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ib. ;  encourages  the  arts  of  life,  ib. ; 
device  on  his  shield,  147  ;  selects 
preceptors  for  Lis  sons,  ib.  ;  his  prin- 
cipal coinisellors,  148;  sends  lettersof 
condolence  to  king  Alphonso,  on  the 
death  of  his  father,  149  ;  his  treaty 
of  alliance  with  that  monarch,  ib.  ; 
joins  king  Alphonso  in  his  invasion 
of  Xeres,  ib. ;  his  advice  to  prince 
Anric,  LjI  ;  sends  troops  to  king 
Alphonso,  iii.  ib.  ;  inspects  his  do- 
minions, 153;  visited  by  jNIoslcmah 
cavaliers,  who  nrge  him  to  throw 
off  tlie  Christian  yoke,  ib. ;  takes 
the  advice  of  his  council,  154;  ar- 
guments of,  ib. ;  his  evasive  reply 
to  king  Alphonso,  156  ;  defeats  that 
monarch,  ib. ;  successes  of,  157  ; 
enmity  of  certain  Xeques  towards, 
ib. ;  declares  his  eldest  son,  prince 
IVIuhamad,  his  successor,  157  ;  re- 
belliou  in  his  kingdom,  158  ;  letters 
of  queen  lolant  to,  IGO;  writes  to 
the  king  Alphonso,  ib. ;  his  conven- 
tion with  that  monarch,  163  ;  enters 
Murcia,  ib. ;  returns  to  Granada, 
ib. ;  acquaints  the  kingoC  Castille  of 
his  intention  to  proeeed  against  the 
rebel  Walies,  ib. ;  his  troops  occupy 
the  towns  seized  by  the  insurgents, 
164  ;  required  to  desist  from  further 
attack  U])on  the  rebel  Xeques,  ib.  ; 
his  indignation  on  the  occasion,  ib.  ; 
reproaches  the  Christian  king  for 
his  perfidy,  ib.  ;  noble  fugitives  at 
his  court,  165  ;  honours  conferred 
upon  them,  ib. ;  seeks  the  aid  of 
the  king  of  IMorocco,  ib. ;  determines 
to  put  down  the  rebel  Xtques,  166  ; 
sudden  illness  of,  167;  his  death, 
ib.  ;  interred  with  great  pomp,  ib.  ; 
epitaph  on,  ib. ;  his  son  Muhamad 
proclaimed  king,  168. 
Ben  Chalid,  vizier,  i.  391. 

Ben  Dylnonn,    king,   mortally 

wounded,  ii.  310  ;  his  death  aven- 
ged, 318;  his  remains  removed  to 
Murcia,  319. 

—  Ben  Edrisj  besieged  in  liis  capi- 
tal, i.  393. 


Yahye  Ben  Hakem,  the  great  traveller, 
i.  274. 

Ben  Hudheil,  the  poet,  i.  429. 

Ben   Ibrahim,  his  piigrimaga  to 

Mecca,  ii.  206  ;  his  stay  at  Tunis, 
ib. ;  his  conversation  with  Abu  Am- 
ram,  ib.  ;  ob'ains  letters  of  recom- 
mendation to  Abu  Izag,  207  ;  re- 
turns to  his  tribe,  in  company  with 
Abdallah  Ben  Yasim,  207. 

Ben  Ishac  El   Jlayorki,  march 

of  the  king  against,  iii.  59  ;  takes 
refuge  in  Mahadia,  ib.  ;  defend* 
that  city,  60  ;  implores  the  king's 
clemency,  ib.  ;  honour  conferred  on, 
ib. ;  defeat  and  escape  of,  ib. 

Ben    Yahye,    returns    from  his 

travels,  i.  27C  ;  his  reply  to  Malec, 
277 ;  becomes  the  prince's  precep- 
tor, ib. 

Ben  Zalcma,  nominated  governor 

of  Spain,  i.  101  ;  removal  of,  102. 

El  Latthi,  his  death,  i.  310. 

the  son  of  Aly  Ben  Hamud,  as- 


serts his  right  to  the  throne,  ii.  101 ; 
his  convention  with  his  uncle,  102  ; 
proclaimed  king  at  Cordova,  103  j 
quits  the  city  on  the  approach  of 
Alcasim,  104  ;  fortifies  himself  in 
Algezira  Alhadra,  ib. ;  his  nncle 
given  up  to  him,  110;  invited  to 
take  possession  of  the  throne,  115  ; 
departs  from  Malaga  for  Cordova, 
ib. ;  his  welcome  reception,  ib.  ; 
marches  against  Muhamad  Ben  Is- 
mail, 117  ;  killed  in  an  ambusli,  ib  ; 
beheaded,  118;  grief  at  his  death, 
ib. ;  alluded  to,  134. 

prince,  rebellion  of,  ii.  331 ;  the 

king  marches  against  him,  ib.  ; 
receives  letters  from  his  nncle,  ib. ; 
pardoned,  332  :  his  death,  333. 

Ben  Malic,  his  sudden  death,  ii. 

14. 

Yala  Ben  Yala,   Ameer  of  Tcliuzeuj 
slain,  ii.  229. 

Yemen,  the  first  kings  of,  ii.  205. 

Yemeniva,  or  Arabs  ol  Yemen,  i.  134- 
141." 

Yesibat  islands,  ii.  94-96. 
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